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Mr.

26, 1867.-0rdered to be printed.

DooLITTLE

submitted the following

REPORT.
Tlle Joint Special Conumttee if tlze two Houses if Oong1·ess, appointed under
the joint resolution if March 3, J 865, dirPcting an inquiry into tl~e condition
if the Indian tribes and their treatment by the civil and military autlwrities rif the Um:ted States, submit tlw following report, with an appendix accompanying the same :
At its meeting on the 9th of March the following subdivision of labor was
made: To Messrs. Doolittle, Foster, and Ross was assigned the duty of inquiring int.o Indian affairs in the State of Kansas, the Indian 'ferritory, Colorado,
New Mexico, and Utah.
To Messrs. Nesmith and Higby the same duty was assigned in the States of
California, Oregon, and Nevada, and in the 'rerntories of Washington, Idabo,
and Montana.
To Messrs. Windom and Hubbard the same duty was assigned in the State
of Minnesota and in the Territories of Nebraska, Dakota, and upper Montana.
The result of their inquiries is to be found in the appendix accompanying this
report.
The work was immense, covering a continent. While they have gathered a
vast amount of testimony and important information bearing upon our Indian
affairs, they are still conscious that their explorations have been imperfect.
As it was found impoEsible for the members of the committee in person to
take the testimony or from personal observations to learn all that they deemed
necessary to form a correct judgment of the true condition of the Indian tribes,
they deemed it wise, by a circular letter addressed to officers of the regular
army, experienced Indian agents and superintendents, and to other persons of
great know ledge in Indian affairs, to obtain from them a statement of the result
of their experience and information; which, with the testimony taken by the
various members of the sub-committees, is also to be found in the appendix.
The committee have arrived at the following conclusions:
First. The Indians everywhere, with the exception of the tribes within the
Indian 'l~erritory, are rapidly decreasing in numbers from various causes :
By disease; by intemperance; by wars, among themselves and wit.h the whites;
by the steady and resistless emigration of white men into the territories of the
west, which, confining the Indians to still narrower limits, destroys that game
which, in their normal state, constitutes their 11rincipal means of subsistence;
and by the irrepressible conflict between a superior and an inferior race when
brought in presence of each other. Upon this subject all the testimony agrees.
In auswer to the question, whether the Indians "are increasing or decreasing
in numbers, and from what causes," Major General Pope says:
"They are rapidly decreasing in numbers from various causes : By diseat<e;
by wars; by cruel treatment on the part of the whites-both by irresponsible
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persons and by government officials; by unwise policy of the government, or
by inhumane and dishonest administration of that policy ; and by steady and
resistleEs encroachments of the white emigration toward the west, which is
every day confining the Indians to narrower limits, and driving off or killing
the game, their only means of subsistence."-(See appendix, page 425.)
'l'o the same question, General John T. Sprague gi,Tes the following answer:
"The Indians are decreasing in numbers, caused by their proximity to the
white man. So soon as Indians adopt the habits of white men they begin to
decrease, aggravated by imbibing aU the vices and none of their virtues. Other
causes exist, too numerous to be detailed in this paper."-(Appendix, 228.)
The following is the answer of General Carleton to the same question :
"As a general rule, the Indians alluded to are decreasing very rapidly in
numbers, in my opinion. The causes for this have been many, and may be
summed up as follows:
1st. Wars with our pioneers and our armed forces; change of climate and
country among those who have been moved from east of the .Mississippi to the
· far west.
2d. Intemperance, and the exposure consequent thereon.
3d. Venera! diseases, which they are unable, from the lack of medicines and
skill, to eradicate from their systems, and which, among Indians who live nearest. the whites, is generally diffused either in scrofula or some other form of its
taint.
4th. Small-pox, measles, and cholera-diseases unknown to them in the early
days of the country.
•
5th. The causes which the Almighty originates, when in their appointed
time He wills that one race of men-as in races of lower animals-shall disappear off the face of the earth and give place to another race, and so on, in the
great cycle traced out by Himself, which may be seen, but has reasons too deep
to be fathomed by us. 'l'he races of the mammoths and mastodons, and the
g-reat sloths, came and passed away: the red man of America is passing away!"
(Appendix, 432-3.)
General vVright gives his testimony to the same point as follows:
" The Indian tribes are rapidly decreasing in numbers, especially west of the
"Rocky mountains, caused in some measure by the wars waged against them,
and more particularly by the encroachments of the whites upon their hunting
grotinds and fisheries and other means of subsistence, and by the readiness
with which they adopt the vices of the whites rather than their virtues; hence
their numbers are rapidly diminished by diseasP and death."-(Appendix, 440.)
These officers have had large experience in Indian affairs, and they are supported by the concurrent testimony of many other of the most experienced
officers and civilians, to be found at length in the Appendix.
The tribe;:; in the Indian Territory were most happily exempted from this
constant tendency to decay up to the commencement of the late civil war.
Until they became involved in that they were actually advancing in popula·
tion, education, civilization, and agricultural wealth.
'l'heir exceptional condition may be attributed to the fact that, from their
earliest history these tribes had, to a considerable extent, cultivated the soil and
kept herds of cattle and horses; that they were located. in a most fertile terri·
tory and withdrawn from the neighborhood and influence of white settlements,
and to the legitimate influence of education and Christianity among them.
rrhe war has made a terrible diminution of their number, and brought disease
and demoralization in its train. A full account of the condition of the Cherokees will be fuund in the reply of the lion. J. Harlan, agent of the Cherokees.
(See Appenc1ix, pages 441-50.) The recent treaties with the tribes in the
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Indian territory, and the reports of their improved condition since the pacification, give strong hopes that their former prosperity will return.
'l'he committee determined, if possible, to ascertain the real cause of the
destruction of the tribes, and proposed to the officers above named, and to
many others, the fo1lowing most important inquiry bearing upon that subject,
viz:
"·what diseases are mo~::t common and most fatal among them, and from
what causes 1'~
'l'o this General Sp1:ague answers:
" 'l'he children die rapidly and suddenly from dysentery and measles, and from
neglect and exposure to the weather.. 'l'he adults die from fevers, small-pox,
drunkennes8, and diseases engendered from sexual intercourse. 'l'hese diseases
are among the men and women in the most malignant form, as the Indian
doctors are unable to manage them. Indulgence in liq nor, exposure, and the
absence of remedies aggravate the disease. In this, striking at the very basis
of procreation, is to be found the active cause of the destruction of the Indian
race."
,
G~neral Pope is of opinion that "venereal disease~, particularly secondary
syphilis, is the most common and destructive. It is to be doubted whether one
Indian, man or woman, in five, is free from this disease or its effects."
Without quoting from others, it will be found, by the united testimony of all,
that this disease, more than all other diseases, and perhaps more than all other
causes, is the active agent of the destruction of the Indian race. Add to this
intemperance, exposure, the want of sufficient food and clothing, wars among
themselves and wars with the whites, and we are at no loss to account for the
utter extinction of many of the most powerful tl'ibes, and the ultimate disappearance of nearly all upon this continent. It is a sad but faithful picture.
INDIA~

WARS WITH THE WHITES.

Second. 'l'he committee are of opinion that in a large majority of cases
Inc1 an wars are to be traced to the aggressions of lawless white men, always to
be found upon the frontier, or boundary line between savage and civilized life.
Such is the statement of the most experienced officers of th e army, and of all
those who have been long conversant with Indian affairs.
Colonel Bent, who bas lived upon the Upper Arkansas, near Bent's fort, for
1hirty-six years, st)ites that in nearly every instance difficulties between Indians
and the whites arose from aggressions on the Indians by the whites. The war
with the Sioux, commencing in 1854, th e war with the Arrapahoes and Cheyennes in 1865, are traced by him directly to those aggressions. (Appendix,
page 93.
Colonel Kit Carson, who has li\·ed upon the plains and in the mountains since
1826, a11d has been all that time well acquainted with the Indian tribe~ in
peace and i~ war, confirms this statement. He says, "as a general thing the
difficulties arise from aggressions on the part of the whites." "'l'he whites are
always cursiug the Indians, and are not willing to do them ju stice." (Ap·
pendix, page 9 1i.)
JTrom whatever cause wars may be brought on, either between different Indian tribes or between the Indians and the whites, they are very des tructive, not
only of the lives of the warriors engaged in it, but of t he women anf1 children
also, ofren becoming a war of extermination. Such is t he rule of ~ :wage warfare, and it is difficult if not impossible to restrain white men, especially white
men upon the frolltiers, from adopting the same mode of warfare against the Indians. The indiscriminatr slaughter of men, wom en, and children has frequently
occurred in the 'history of Indian wars. But the fact which gives snch terrible furce to the condemnation of the wholesale massacre of Arrapahoes and

6

CONDITION OF IN DIAN TRIBES.

Cheyennes, by the Colorado troops under Colonel Chivington, near Fort Lyon,
was, that those Indians were there encamped under the direction of our own
officers, and believed themselves to be under the protection of our flag. A full
account of this bloody affair will be found also in the appendix. To the honor
of the government it may be said tl1at a just atonement for this violation of its
faith was sought to be made in the late treaty with these tribes.
Thzrd. Another potent cause of their dec:1y i3 to be found in the loss of their
hunting grounds and in the destruction of that game upon which the Indian subsists. This cause, always powerful, has oflate greatly increased. Until the white
settlements crossed the Mississippi, the Indians could still find hunting grounds
withuut limit and game, especially the buffalo, in great abundance upon the
western plains.
But the discovery of gold and silver in California, and in all the mountain
territories, poured a flood of hardy and adve~turous miners across those plains,
and into all the valleys and gorges of the mountains from the east.
Two lines of railroad art? rapidly crossing the plains, one by the valley of the
Platte, and the other by the Smoky Hill. They will soon reach the Rocky
mountains, crossing the centre of the great buffalo range in two lines from east
to west. It is to be doubted if the buffalo in his migrations will many times
cross a railroad where trains are passing and repassing, and with the disappearance of the buffalo from this immense region, all the powerful tribes of the
plains will inevitably disappear, and remain north of the Platte or south of the
Arkansas. Another route futher north, from Minnesota by the Upper 1\tlissouri,
and one further south, from Arkansas by the Canadian, are projected, and will
soon be pressed fonvard. 'rhese will drive the last vestige of the buffalo
from all tbe region east of the Rocky mountains, and put an end to the wild
man's means of life.
On the other hand, the emigration from California and Oregon into the 'J.lerritories from the west is filling every valley and gorge of the mountains with the
most energetic and fearless men in the world. ·In those wild regions, where no
civil law has ever been adminiJtered, and where
military forces h11ve scarcely
penetrated, these adventurers are practically without any law, except such as
they impose upon themselves, viz: the law of necessity and of self-defence.
Even after territorial governments are established over them in form by Congress, the po]mlation is so sparse and the administration of the civil law so
feeble that the people are practically without any law but their own will.
In their eager search for gold or fertile tracts of laud, the boundaries of Indian reservations are wholly disregarded; conflicts ensue; exterminating wars
follow, in which the Indian is, of course, at the last, overwhelmed if not destroyed.

our

THE INDIAN BUREAU.

Fourtlt. The question whether the Indian bureau should be placed under the
\Var Departmeut or retained in the Department of the Interior is one of considerable importance, and both sides have very warm advocates. Military men
generally, unite in recommending that change to be made, while civilians,
teachers, missionat ies, agents and superintendents, and those not in .the regu-lar
army generally oppose it. 'rhe arguments and oljections urged by each are
not without force.
'l'he argument in favor of it is that in case of hostilities the military forces
must assume control of our relations to the hostile tribes, and therefore it is
better for the vVar Department to have the entire control, both in peace and in
war; secondly, that tlte annui~y goods and clothing, paid to Indians under
treaty stipulation1'1, will be more ±;titbfully and honestly made by officers of the
regular army, who hold their places for life, and are subject to military trials for
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misconduct, than when made by the agents and superintendents appointed
under the Interior Department; and thirdly, that it would prevent conflict between
different depat·tments in the administration of their affairs.
Upon the other side it is urged with great force that, for the proper administration of Indian affairs, there must be some officer of the government whose
duty it is to remain upon the reservations with the tribes ar1d to look after their
affairs; that, as their hunting grounds are taken away, the reservation system,
which is the only alternative to their extermination, muut be adopted. When
the Indians are once> located upon them, fi:umers, teachers, and missionaries become
essential to any attempt at civilization-are abRolutely necessary to take the
first step toward changing the wild hunter into a cultivator of the soil-to change
the savage into a civilized man. rrhe movement of troops from post to post
is, of necessity, sudden and frequent, and, therefore. the officers of the army,
however competent, cannot take charge of the affairs and interests of Indians
upon reservations any longer than military force is required to compel the Indians
to remain upon them, as in the case of the Navajoes in New Mexico, and during
that time even proper and competent persons acting as agents, farmers, teachers,
and miesionaries, devoting their whole time to these occupations, can serve that
purpose rn uch better than officers of the army.
While it is true many agents, teachers, and employes of the government are
inefficient, faithless, and even guilty of peculations and fraudulent practices upon
the government and upon the Indians, it is equally true that military posts
among the Indians have frequently become rentres of demoralization and destruction to the Indian tribes, while the blunders and want of discretion of inexperienced officers in command have brought on long and expensive wars, the
cost of which, being included in the expenditures of the army, are never seen
and realized by the people of the country.
Since we acquired New Mexico the military expenditures connected with Indian affairs have probably exceeded $4,000,000 annually in that Territory alone.
When General Sumner was in command of that department he recommended
the purchase of all the private property of citizens, and the surrender of that whole
'l'erritory to the l ndians, and upon the score of economy it would doubtless
have been a great saving to the government.
But that policy was not pursued, and there, as 'veil as elsewhere, the reservation system has Leen adopted. That it has and will cost the government large
sums of money is un:loubtedly true, but, in the end, far less than the maintenance of forces sufficient to keep the peace, and suffer th0 Indians to range at
will over the 'l'erritory. When once adopted, however, the same necessity for
agents, teachers, farmers, and missionaries arises, both upon the score of humanity and economy-both to civilize the Indian and to teach him to raise his
subsistence from the soil. 'l'he army and the officers of the army are not, by
their habits and profession, well adapted to this work.
Another strong reason for retaining the Indian Bureau in the Department of
the Interior is, that the making of treaties and the disposition of the lands and
funds of the Indians is of necessity intimately connected with our public land
system, and, with all its important land (1uestions, would seem to fall naturally
under the jurisdiction of the Interior Department.
The inconveniences arising from the occasional conflicts and jealousies between officers appointed under the Interior and War Departments ara not without some benefits also; to some extent they serve as a check upon each otner;
neither are slow to point to the mistakes and abuses of the other. It is therefore proper that they should be independent of each other, receive their
appointments from and report to different heads of departmente. Weighing this
matter and all the arguments for and against the proposed change, your committee are unanimously of the opiniun that the Indian Bureau should remain
where it is.
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BOARDS OF INSPE CTION.

Fiftlt. In our Indian system, beyond all doubt, there are evils, growing out
of the nature of the case itself, which can 1:ever be remedied until the Indian
race is civilized or shall entirely disappear.
The committee are satisfied that these evils are sometimes greatly aggravated,
not so much by the system adopted by the government in dealing with the
Indian tribes, as by the abuses of that system.
As the best means of correcting those abuses and ameliorating those evils, the
committee recommend the subdivision of the Territories and States wherein the
Indian tribes remain into five inspection districts, and the appointment of five
boards of inspection; and they earnestly recommend the passage of Senate bill
188, now pending before the House. That bill was unanimously recommended by
the joint special committee, and also recommended by the committees of both
Houses upon Indian Affairs. It is the most certainly efficient mode of preventing these abuses which they have been able to devise.
·
The following are the four important sections of the bill as recommended by
the committee:
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Senate and House qf.Representativer; qftllC
United States if America in Congress assembled, That there be, and is hereby,
created five boards of inspection of Indian affairs, each to consist of one Assistant CommissiotJer of Indian Affairs, to be appointed by the President, by and
with the ad vice and consent of the Senate, who shall hold his office for the
term of four years, unless sooner removed by the President; one to consist of
an officer of the regular army, who may be annually detailed by the Secretary
. of War for that purpose, and one to consist of' a visitor, to be selected by the
President from among such persons as may be recommended by the annual
meetings or conventions of the religious societies or denominations. of the United
States as suitable persons to act upon said boards; or, in case of their failure
to make such recommendation, from among such persons as he shall deem
proper. Each of said assistant commissioners shall receive a salary of three
thousand dullars per annum, besides necessary travelling expenses; and each
of said visitors· -shall receive a salary of two thousand dollars per annum, besides necessary travelling expenses.
SEc. 2. And be 't tfurther enacted, That there shall be established five inspection districts of Indian affairs, as follows: One to embrace the States of
California and Nevada and the Territory of Arizona; one to embrace the State
of Oregon and the Territories of Washington and Idaho; one to embrace the
fJ.'erritories of Colorado, U tab, and New Mexico ; one to embrace the State of
Kansas, the Indian territory, Nebraska, and southern Dakota; and one to embrace the State of Minnesota and that part of the Territory of Dakota north
of Nebraska, and the Territory of Montana: Pro1•ided, lwwever, fJ.'hat the
Secretary of the Interior, under the direction of the President, may from time
to time change the boundaries of said Indian inspection districts.
SEc. 3. And be it furtlte1· enacted, fJ.'hat it shall be the duty of said boards
of inspection, so far as it is practicable, to visit all the Indian tribes within their
respective districts at least once in eAch year; to examine into their condition;
to hear their complaints; to preserve peace and amity; to ascertain whether all
the stipulations of treaties on the part of the United States are kept; to examine into the books, accounts, and manner of doing business of the superintendents and agents within their respective districts; to make diHgent inquiry into
the conduct of the officers and employes of the Indian department, and into the
conduct of the military forces towards the Indians, with power to summon witnesses, and, by the aid of the military, who are hereby directed to aid them, to
compel their attendance; each member of said board being hereby authorized
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to administer oaths; and said board shall be authorized to suspend for cause
any officer or employe of the Indian department in their respective districts, and
to remove them from office, subject to the approval of the President. And said
board shall report annually, ot· as often as may be required, to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; and in all cases of suspension or removal from office
by said board of any officer or employe of the Indian department, said board
shall make im1nediate report thereon in writing, stating the cause thereof, for
the action of the President.
SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, r.rhat all superintendents of Indian affairs,
all Indian agents, and the assistant commissioners to be appointed under this
act, in addition to the powers now conferred by law, shall also possess all the
powers and perform all the duties now conferred by law upon circuit court commissioners, or court commissioners in all cases or matters wherein any Indian
tribe or any member of any Indian tribe shall be concerned or be a party; and
that in all matters or proceedings wherein any Indian tribe or member of an
Indian tribe shall be concerned or a party, the testimony of Indian witnesses
shall be received· in all courts and before all officers of the United States.
The purpose of the bill is to provide boards of high character, and to organize them in such a manner and to clothe them with such powers as to superviso
and inspect the whole administration of Indian affairs in its three-fold character-civil, military, and educational.
To the position of chief of this board there should be appointed an assistant
commissioner, with a salary sufficient to command the services of a man of
character and great ability, whose whole time is to be devoted to this important
work.
One of the board is to be an officer of the regular army, to be assigned by the
Secretary of War; (it is believed that he would be an officer of high standing
in the army;) and a third is to be selected .from among those persons who may
be named by the great religious conventions or bodies of the United States.
It is impossible to believe that these great bodies could name any other than a
man of high character and great ability. Such a board not organized upon political grounds at all, and poqsessing, as they will, the important powers conferred jn the third section of this bill, will, in the judgment of the committee, do
more to secure the faithful administration of Indian affairs than any other measure which has been suggested.
The assistant commissioner will report to the Secretary of the Interior; the officer of the army to the Secretary of War; and the third will report, not onlyto the
government, but to that religious body which may have recommended his appointment. rrhus the treatment of the Indians by the civil authorities, by the
military authorities, and by their teachers and missionaries, will be subject to
constant inspection and supervision.
It is urged that the expenses of these boards will be considerable; but in
comparison with the greater economy and efficiency their supervision would
secure, that expense will be comparatively trifling.
Such boards, charged with the duty, among other things, to preserve amity,
will doubtless sometimes save the government from unnecessary and expensive
Indian wars.
As an instance bearing upon this point, when that portion of the committee
who were charged with the duty of inquiring into the condition of Indian
affairs in Kansas, New Mexico, and Colorado, arrived at l!..,ort Larned, they
found that the officer there in command had just issued an order to his troops to
cross the Arkansas, going south into an IndiaJJ. territory where not a single
white man lived, to make war upon the Comanches, a most powerful tribe which
Toams over all that region from the Arkansas to Mexico. Your committee felt
that such an expedition would of necessity bring on a long war with that tribe ;
that it was wholly unnecessary, and they took the responsibilty of advising
.
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General McCook, a member of the staff of General Pope, who accompanied'
tl1em, to countermand that order until he could communicate with General
Pope at St. Louis. rrhe order was countermanded; the troops then in motion
were recalled, and thus by the mere presence and advice of the committee a war
was avoided with the Comanches, which, had it once begun, would not have
been prosecuted to a successful termination without an expenditure of twenty
millions of dollars.
Your committee took the testimony, among others, of Colonel Ford, then in
command at Fort Larned, upon this subject. He says, speaking of the Comanches, (see appendix, page 64 :) ''From the best information I can get, there
are about seven thousand warriors well mounted, some on fleet Texan horses.
On horseback they are the finest skirmishers I ever saw. How large a force,
mounted and infantry, would be required to defend the Santa Fe road and wage
a successful wa1: against the Indians south of the Arkansas 1 It would require
at least ten thousand men-four thousand constantly in the field, well mounted;
the line of defence to extend from Fort Lyon to Fort Riley, and south about
three hundred miles. All supplies would have to come from the States. Contract price for corn delivered at this point was $f> ~6 per bushel." With corn
at this enormous price, and hay, and wood, and all supplies in proportion, the
expense of such an Indian war is beyond belief. By many it was estimated
that such a war would have required at least ten thousand men, and a war of
two or three years' duration, to make it successful, with an expenditure of more
than thirty millions of dollars.
It is believed that such boards of inspect.ion thus organized and composed of
the men who should be appointed to fill them, would save the country from many
useless wars with the Indians, and secure in all branchel~ of the Indian service
greater efficiency and fidelity. If such boards should cost the government a
hundred and fifty thousand dollars annually, and should avert but one Indian
war in ten years, still, upon the score of economy alone, the government would
be repaid five hundred per cent.
·
Respectfully submitted.
J. R. DOOLIT'T LE,
Chairman Joint Special Committee ..
January 26, 1867.

APPENDIX.

APPENDIX.
SUB-R.EPORT OF I-ION. J. W. NESMITH.
Hon. J. R. DooLrTTLli:,
Chairman of committee to inquire into the condition of the Indian tribes.

Sm: The committee at its meeting on the 9th of March last, under the authority of the
joint resolution approved March 3, 18G5, assigned me to the duty of inquiring into the condition of the tribes within the St:.1.te of Oregon, Was~ington, Idaho, and southern Montana.
Leaving New York on the 13th of April, I reached Oregon on the 15th of May, and proceeded at once to the discharge of the duty to which I had been assigned.
THI!l COAST RESERVATION, SILETZ AGEi\"CY.

This re~ervation is situated upon the coast, entirely within the State of Oregon, and emlJr,lCes a dicltancc of about one hundred a.nd twenty miles from north to south, and varies
from, probably, about fifteen to thirty miles in width. The greater portion of it is rugged
mountains, covered with dense forests which abound in game. Along the margins of the
strell.ms is excellent productive land in sufficient quantity to supply the wants of the Indians for agricultural purposes. The bays along the coast as well as the streams passing
through the reservation furnish an abundant supply of fish at certain seasons of the year.
The Indians, located at and near what is known as the Siletz agency, consist of fourteen
bands or remnants of tribes, each keeping up its distinct tribal organization. They amount
in the aggregate to about two thousand souls. •rreaties had been concluded with but two
of those tribes, viz., the Chasta Scoton, who number but one huudred and twenty-three,
and the Rogue Rivers, who number one hundred and twenty-one. By the aid of their annuities, those two tribes are enabled to make some progress in cultivating the soil and im·
proving their homes, while the remaining seventeen hundred and fifty-six are dependent
upon the limited amount of means which can be Epared from the annual appr'bpriations
made by Congress for the Oregon superintendency, under the head of "removal and subsistence." The tendency of such a discrimination between bands of Indians upon the
same reservation is, to make the tribes, who receive no annuities, dissatisfied, and it is a
constant source of trouble and irritation among them. The reason why such apparent
favoriti8m towards the Rogue River and Ohasta Scotons to the prejudice of the other tribes
and bands exists, is accounted for as follows :
On the lOth of September, 1853, a treaty was negotiated with the Rogue River tribe, by
the terms of which they were assigned to a reservation within their own country, in the
southern portirm of Oregon, and were to receive from the United States certain annuities.
On the 18th of November, 1854, a similar treaty was negotiated with the Ohasta Scotons.
Both treaties having been ratified by the Senate, the Indians, who were parties to them,
were in receipt of their annuitie8 until in the fall of 1855, when a general Indian war
was inaugurated, in which all of the tribes in southern Oregon participated, including
the treaty as well as the non-treaty Indians. After the southern portion of the then
Territory of Oregon became nearly desolated, the policy was adopted by the government of removing all of the Indians from their old homes in the south and keeping them
aesembled upon the coast reservation, under military suneillance. The location was well
adapted to tbe purpo~es for which it was intended, and all the Indians in southern Oregon
weru removed by military force. The Rogue River and Chasta Scotons, who were upon
reservations by virtue of their treaties, were forced to abandon them and remove with the
other tribes, with whom no treaties had ever been made. The experiment of removing them
was a success, and resulted in the maintenance of a permanent peace. The twelve bands
or remnants of tribes who were thus forcibly removed from their homes now complain that
they are as much entitled to compensRtion for their country as the other tribes, who are
annually in receipt of government annuities, notwithstanding the fact that the superintendent and agent have done much to remove the disparity of their condition by a judicious disbursement in their favor, from the limited appropriations for removal and subsistence; but tht) amount is too l!ma.H to procure for them the teams, seed, and agricultural
implements ne.::essary to start \hem fairly in farming If it is not deemed prudent to
make !'t treaty with those bancls, it w0nld but seem just thl\t some general provision should
be made by Congress to enable them to enga.fie in agricultural pursuits.
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When tho:-;e tribes were removed to their present location in 1856, they amounteu in
the aggregate to about five thousand per sons 'They were fierce, warlike, turbulent and
intractable, and averse to the performance of any species of labor. For several years it
was only possible to retain them upon that reservation by issuing them full rations of food
and considerable quantities of clothing. Indeed, this course became a necessity, as they
had been deprivt~d of their arms by the military and congregated upon a reservation under
the charge of the troop:;, without the requisite knowledge or means of gaining their own
subsistence. Murders and other outrages were of frequent occu:rence among them, and it
was at times with great difficulty that the agent, assisted by the military, could restrain
them from leaving the reservation en masse, for the purpose of depredating upon the neighboring white settlements. Within the last few years loathsome diseases have made sad inroads upon their numbers, and more than half of them have died, while a large majority
of those still alive are infected with diseases, which will in a few years sweep them off.
On my visit to their reservation I found the condition of the Indians greatly improved
in point of subordination and industry-results attributable to the firm and judicious management of Agent Simpson, under whosp, charge they have been for some time. His
poliey of encouraging the industrious and peaceable members of the tribes in their
efforts to support themselves and families, and of punishing the vicious and indolent, has
been productive of the most salutary results. The manner in which they had cultivated
their lands gave evidence of their indu~try. Many of them bad raised a surplus of provisions during the last year, and I saw large quantities of potatoes in their houses, of which
they desired to dispose for the purpose of procuring clothing and other articles necessary to
their comfort In the talk which I bad with them the influential men unanimously justified Agent Simpson in the course he bad taken to enforce obedience and habits of industry
upon the turbulent and lazy members of their tlibes, and they earnestly implored that
they might be furnished by government with teams and agricultural implements to enable
them more generally to cultivate the soil.
Agent Simpson reports that during the last year, with the assistance of five white employes, these people have rabed one thousand two hundred and sixty-two bushels of
wheat, two hundred and twelve bushels of peas, four thousand two hundred and sixty-five
bushels of oats, thirty-two thousand one hundred bushels of potatoes, and thirty-one tons
of hay. At Acquinna bay, which is within the boundaries of the reservation, valuable
beds of oysters have been discovered. Superintendent Huntingdon and Agent Simpson,
impressed with the opinion, and, as I believe, correctly, regarded these oyster beds as ap
pertaining to the reservation, have rented them to certain parties, the proceeds being applied by them for the benefit of the tribes. Tlwy ha.ve, however, been interfered with by
persons in San Francisco, who could not resist the temptation to trespass upon the rights
of the Indians ; the consequence is that a suit is now pending in the State courts of Oregon
for the purpose of determining the question. If the suit should be decided adverse to the
claims of the Indian department, that the Indians have the exclesive right to take oysters
from the bay included within the limits of their reservation, those people will suffer from
being deprived of one of their largest sources for obtaining subsiEtenee and clothing.
GRANDE RONDE AGENCY.

'fhis agency is on the eastern side of the coast range of mountain~. and is within the
limits of what is known as the coast reservation. There are locatted here eight tribes or
bands, who, like those at the Siletz agency, keep up their distinct tribal organization.
'They number in the aggregate one thommnd and sixty-four souls. Five of those tribes
originally inhabited different portions of the Willamette and Umpqua valleys . With those
treaties have been made, and they are in receipt of government annuities. 'They were
placed on this reservation in 1856, at the time the policy was inaugurated of assembling
the Indians upon reservations to prevent their hostile contact with the whites. The othtr
three tribes are known as Tillarnooks, Nestuckas, and Salmon Rivers, and number in the
aggregate three hundred souls They have never been treated with, and, like the nontreaty tribes at the Siletz agency, are dependent upon such aid as the ·superintendent can
spare them from the limited appropriations for removal and sustenance. They have always
resided upon that portion of the reservation near the coast, and claim it still as their country. Some provision should. be made to put them upon an equality with the other tribes
who are a~sembled here. Upon visiting the Grande Ronde agency I fvnnd the Indians as a
general thing less inclined to industrial pursuits than at the biletz They have long been
in close contact with the white settlers of the Wil!amette and Rogue River valleys. Being
as a general thing docile in character, they have led a listleF<s life, depending more upon
their 'ability to beg than upon their dit<position to labor for their subsistence. When tirst
located here, like the Indians at the Siletz, and for the sam~ reasons, they were subsisted
by the government, until their long-established habit of depf'nding 11p m charity has ren-
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dered them almost incapable of procuring a living in any other way. It is true that some
of them work for the farmers in the neighboring settlements, and make good hands; some
of them also cultivate small farms upon the reservation; but these are exceptions; the
majority of tbe tribe haye been spoiled by ill-advised charity, until they are now the most
persistent and importunate of beggars. They will, however, within a few years cease to
be a burden upon the government, as the universal prostitution of their women has entailed diseases upon them, which must soon cause their extermination. Two-thirds of
those origioally located here have already died, and the surgeon who was employed to attend them last year says in his report : •' I am satisfied, from over a year's experience in
doctoring them, that it is impracticable, not to say impossible, under the circumstances, to
eradicate wholly from their systems the scrofulous and constitutional syphilitic diseases so
deeply and thoroughly seated; and while such is the case, a greater fatality will attend
acute inflammatory diseases, especially those of the lungs."
Their close proximity to the settlement!:l offers them increased facilities for obtaining
whiskey, which contributes to increase indolence, disease, and demoralization among them.
Government has expended large sums of money in erecting buildings and opening farms
for those people. The buildings seem to be in a dilapidated condition, and the fields growing up to weeds. These results arise from the fact that the appropriations are too limited
to employ the necessary labor to keep the buildings in repair, and overcome the aversion
of the Indians to the cultivation of the ground. This selection, in point of agricultural
fitness, was never well adapted to the purposes for which it was selected, and I think that
it would be better for both the government and the Indians to diepose of this portion of
the reservation and remove them to the Siletz, whero they could be more easily and better
provided for, until such time as the diseases with which they are now so tmiversally infected shall result in their total extinction.
At the Siletz there is ample room for these people ; by their being incorporated with
the tribes now there, the services of one agent and several employes might be dispensed
with. The government would also be relieved of the expense of keeping up a military
post and garrison, as is now done at their present location. Herewith I suumit a communication from Captain L. S. Scott, marked A. The reports of the agent show that during
the last year t)lere was produced at this agency 3,060 bushelR of wheat, 3,058 b<J8hels of
oats, 705 bushels of potatoes, and 46 tons of hay. The schools, provided for at both the
Siletz aud Grande Ronde, seem to result in but little, if any, practical benefit to the Indians, and this remark applies with equal force to all of the tribes, with two or three exceptions, that I have visited.
There is usually incorporated in Indian treaties a provision that a teacher shall be employed and paid by the government ; then follows inadequate appropriations for his services, with, occasionally, some slight provision for school books, and here the government
terminates its efforts at educating the Indians, without taking into consideration the fact
that a poorly paid teacher and a small supply of books furnish but inadequate means for
educational purposes. The consequence is, that there is an occasional spasmodic effort
made, when some ill adapted and empty building can be obtained for the purpose, in
which to teach a few young Indians the alphabet, and usually before that feat is accomplished the teacher leaves, disgusted with the inadequacy of his compensation, or the appropriations become exhausted, and the school is di~continued, to be resumed again at an
interval sufficiently remote to give the pupils ample time to forget the lessons but imperfectly learned under the former teacher.
An institution conducted upon such a plan among white peop~e would seldom become
famous for its educational advantages. All experience has demonstrated the impossibility
of educating Indian children while they are permitted to consort and associate with their
ignorant, barbarous, and superstitious parents. It is admitted by all teachers who have
ever made the experiment, that the vicious home influences of the Indian lodge or wigwam dnring the recess of school hours are more than sufficient to counterbalance and destroy an that is taught to the pupil during the period allotted to study.
The only Indian schools which have attained to any degree of success are those where
the means havo been supplied to feed, clothe, and lodge the children separate and apart
from their parents and members of their tribes. Where the Indian youth is left to the
alternate struggle between civilization and l.Jarbarism the contest is likely to culminate on
the side of his s~wage instincts. To provide for a school for the ed umtion of savages in
the usual manner which we have adopted is not only a waste of funds, but a mockery.
·where the government has entered into trraty stipulations for the support of Indian
schools, it should redeem the pledge by procuring suitable buildinga for the purposes of
the schooL; remote from the tribe and its influences. It should board, lodge, and clothe
the pupils, and employ suitable persons to instruct them in not only what is taught in
books, but in other things pertaining to civilization. When this is done, the Indian who
parts with his land under the im;>ression that his off;;pring is to receive an instalment of
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civilization and intelligence in return, will not be defrauded by r. humbug too transparen
to deceive any one except a savage. If it is thought that it will require too great an outlay of money to comply in this manner with our treaty stipulations, it would be better to
abolish the farce of our annual meagre appropriations for Indian schools, as, under the
present system, the most of those appropriation£ are wasted without doing the Indians or
any one else any good.
INDIANS 0}' SOUTHEASTERN AND MIDDLE OREGON.

The few facilities for travelling, together with the remoteness of those tribes, and the
short space of time at my disposal, prevented my visiting them. Among them are the
confederated tribes known as the Wascoes, the Des Chutes, and Tyghs, who are located
upon what is known as the Warm Spring reservation, situated east of the Cascade range
of mountains, ' and about one hundred miles south of the Columbia river. Those three
tribes number 1,070 souls . They were located in their present reservation in pursuance
of the treaty made with them June 25, 1855. Their isolated condition exempts them in
a great measure from the deleterious influences of vicious whites, and it is believed that
their condition has been greatly improved since their establishment in their present home.
For the last four years they have been under the charge of late Agent William Logan,
who lm:t his life in August last on board of the ill·fated steamer Brother Jonathan. Mr.
Logan's reports of last year show that they raised 4,965 bushels of wheat, 275 bushels of
corn, 170 bushels of peas, 450 bushels of oats, 1,600 bushels of potatoes, together with
large quantities of other vegetables.
Tho~:;e people have devoted considerable attention to stock-raising, and would now have
been wealthy had they not suffered great losses from the severity of the winter of 1861
and the constant depredations of the Snake Indians, who inhabit the country south and
east of theirs, and who are constantly engaged in making forays upon the peaceable tribes,
committing murders, and driving off their stock. Frequent calls have been made upon
the military for the purpose of protecting the reservation against the periodical raids of
the Snakes, and detachments of troops have sometimes ueen stationecl upon the reservation; but the wily savages have generally eluded the vigilance of the soldiers, and pursued
their maraudings unmolested.
The Snakes, Klamaths, and :M:odocs comprise what are known as the untamed tribes, and
are variously estimated at from two to three thousand souls. They claim and wander over
the entire southeastern quarter of the State of Oregon, and in their marauding expeditions
infest portions of northern California and Nevada and southwest ern Idaho.
They have been-particularly that portion of them known as the Snakes-the natural
thieves and murderers infesting the great interior region above referred to. They have
taken many valuab~e lives and destroyed hundreds of thousands of dollars' worth of property, greatly retarding the settlement and development of a country rich in agricultural
and mineral resources. It is, unfortur.ately, not their habit to assemble in r;;nfficiently large
force to enable the military to find · or bring them to a general battle. If they would congreg·ate in large numbers and assume a defiant attitude there would be some hopes of our
being able either to conquer or exterminate them. By dividing into small and prowling
band~ they are enabled to pounce at any moment upon remote settlements, isolated mining
camps, or passing pack •trains. Their stealthy presence is never indicPuted except by a consummated murder or robbery, while their parties are so small and so perfectly on the alert
that pursuit is useless. They infest all the routes of inland travel east of the Cascade
mountains and south of the Columbia river, and pay their respects alike and simultaneously
to the stage stations, the mnch men, the farmers, and the miners. They respect neither
age, Eex, nor condition, and seem to live solely for blood and plunder.
Superintendent Huntingdon succeeded, in October, 1864, in negotiating a trer,ty with
the Klamaths and Morlocs, by the terms of which they are to be .assembled upon a reservation near Fort Klamath, in the r;;outhern portion of Oregon. This treaty has not yet
been ratified by the Senate. The location selected for them is well adapted to their wants,
and it is said that they are anxious to be located upon their reservation. Herewith I submit a communication relative to them from Lindsay Applegate, esq., marked B.
During the last summer Superintendent Huntingdon has been enabled to hold a council
with some of thtJ chiefs of the Snakes, at which a treaty was negotiated with them which
stipulates that they shall remove to the vicinity of Fort Klamath and remain there in the
•
future, being confederated with the Klamath and Modoc tribes.
If those two treaties should receive the sanction of the President and Senate, and the
Indians adhere to their promises, Oregon, northern California, and southwestern Idaho will
be happily rid forever of the Cllrse of hostile Indians, their murder;>, robberies, and depredations. I think it probable that the Klamaths and M:odoca will adhere to their treaties,
but have less faith in any honest compliance on the part of the Snakes. One reason for
this opinion is their constitutional and ingrained tendency to rob and murder, and another
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is based upon the fact that within one month from the time Superintendent Huntingdon
made his treaty with the Snakes I heard of parties of them murdering and robbing persons, destroying stage stations, and running off stock, on Burnt, Malbeur, and Owyhee
riven;; also upon the stage route leading from Chico, in California, to Ruby City, in Idaho.
It is barely possible that those outrages were committed lJy some marauding bands who
had not yet heard of the treaty. In any event no effort should be spared to carry out the
provisions of the treaty, as the cost of its executiop. will bear no comparison to the expense
of maldng a single campaign against them. However desirable it might be to rid the
world of such thieves and murderers by exterminating thBm, I look upon it as impossible
to do so in consequence of the difficulties of prosecuting a campaign in so vast a region,
where all th~ peculiarities of the country are in favor of the savage. The sums already
spent in fruitless endeavors to chastise them would be more than doubly ample to carry
out the provisions of the treaty.
The Walla-Wallas, Cayuses, and Umatillas are, by virtue of the treaty of .June, 1855,
located upon the Umatilla reservation in the northeastern portion of Oregon. They number, by actual census taken in June last, as follows: Walla-Wallas, 160; Cayuses, 370; .
Umatillas, 229; making an aggregate of 759 souls.
Their reservation is large, consisting principally 0f rolling uplands covered with nutritious grasses, which furnish .a bundant pasture for their stock. Along the margin of the
streams which traverse the reservation are some of the finest agricultural lands in the State,
with a supply of timber ample for farming purposes. They pay much attention to raising
horses and cattle, and are comparatively wealthy-the most so, perhaps, of any tribe upon
the Pacific slope. When I visited them in-August last in company with Agent Barnhardt
we passed over many of their farms, and found that they were managed with a degree of
intelligence and industry which would have done credit to a more civilized people. Tbe
treaty provides for the erection of a saw and grist mill upon their reservation, lJut owing
in part to the mismanagement of a former agent that duty had been entirely neglected,
which caused much complaint and dissatisfaction among them. 'Ihe last Congress made
an appropriation for the erection of these mills, and I found that the money was being
judiciously expended for that purpose, thus removing the principal ground of their complaint.
'rheir crops last year were as follows: 3,000 bushels of wheat, 1,300 bushels of oats,
850 bushels of corn, 2,100 bushels of potatoes, 700 bushels of peas, together with large
quantities of garden vegetables. The vice of prostitution, so common among other tribes,
is almost unknown among the Cayuses, Walla-Wallas and Umatillas, and they are consequently free from the diseases which are so rapidly decimating the tribes west of them, along
the coast. Many of them are members of the Catholic church, and it is admitted by all
that the labors of the priests of that denomination have had a salutary effect upon those
tribes. Their principal vices are gambling and drunkenness, but even these are not as
common as among many other tribes, and would measurably disappear were it not. for vicious white men, who inculcate bad habits for the purpose of profiting thereby. With
the rich pastures and agricultural lands and fine herds possessed by these people, they
ought to be happy and contented, if it were in the nature of an Indian to be so. In the
talks which I had with their principal chiefs they had but few complaints to make, and
they were principally confined to the delays in receiving their annuities, and the worthless
character of the articles sent out from the east by the department. They manifested great
apprehension and uneasiness lest the government should desire to remove them to some
other reservation. In fact, that idea has long been inculcated among them by reckless
white persons, who are anxious to stir up difficulties, and desire, upon some pretext, to obtain the rich farms now occupied by the Indians. As the white population becomes more
dense, and as the va.lue of the lands increases, the desire to intrude upon the reservations
for purposes of settlement and trade alw increases. I assured the chiefs that their apprehensions of having their homes taken from them were groundless, and that so long as
they conducted themselves in a peaceable and proper manner, the government would
protect them in their homes, which had lJeen guaranteed to them by solemn treaty stipulations. They also made some complaint about the public thoroughfare crossing their reservation. In reply to which I pointed them to the provisions of the treaty authorizing it,
and explained to them that while the government would protect them, in accordance with
the stipulations of the treaty, in the quiet possession of their homes, it would also
adhere to its right to make public roads over their land as provided for in the same treaty,
and that they could not be permitted to obstruct. the great thoroughfare of commerce between the navigable waters of the Columbia and the rich productive interior.
While this reservation is the best adapted to the wants of the Indians, I cannot but
regard its location as unfavorable, from the fact that it lies in the way of the greatest
thoroughfare leading from the Columbia to all of the rich mining region east of the Blue
mountaint:, rendering a conflict between the Indians and retkless while persons imminent
at any momeut. As before stated, the Indians are averae to being removed, and the amotmt
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of money already expended in ovening farms, building mills and houses, would seem to
forbid any attempt in that direction at present.
W ASIUNGTO~ TERRITORY.

On the 11th of July I arrived at Olympia, and proceeded to visit such of the reservations bordering upon Puget sound as the time at my disposal would permit, and first visited, in company with Mr. Elder, the agent in charge, the Nisqually res ervation, which is
about fifteen miles from Olympia, and on the Nisqually river. The most of the reservation is high and dry gravelly ridges, covered with a growth of sorrel. The only lands fit
for cultivation are the bottoms bordering upon the margins of the streams, and they are
covered with a dense growth of timber too heavy to be cleared by Indian labor. 'rhe
reservation is better adapted to grazing than farming, but I should not regard it as valuable for either. The agent informed me that there were five hundred and fifty Indians
belonging to the reservation, but they were nearly all absent gathering berri es and fishing,
so that I had no opportunity to make a personal inspection of their condition. It would
be advantageous to the Indians as well as the government to have this t"ribe concentrated
with the Puya1lups and removed to their reservation, which is about twenty miles distant,
in a northeasterly direction.
PUYALLUPS.

This tribe h; located upon a reservation upon and near the mouth of the Puyallup river.
They number about six hundred souls, and obtain the principal part of their subsistence
from the fish which abound in the neighboring waters ; they also cultivate the land to
some extent which borders along the river and is of excellent quality, but more labor is
required to clear off the timber and brush than the Indians are disposed to devote to that
purpose. When I visited this tribe they had about one hundred and forty acres planted in
potatoes, wheat, barley, oats, peas, and other vegetables, the labor being nearly all done
by themselves. The extensive salt marshes upon this reservation afford fihle opportunities
for cutting hay, which finds a ready market in the neighboring lumber camps. Upon the
whole, I know of no reservation so welL adapted to the wants of the Indians, or where their
living could be more easily obtained; yet they manifest but little disposition to improve
their condition by adopting habits of industry necessary to clearing and cultivating their
fertile lands, cutting bay for market, or ereeting comfortab.le houses. Here, as elsewhere,
I observed that general tendency to idleness, vagrancy, dissipation, and indifference upon
the subject of future wants, which seems to be an aboriginal characteristic. The mildness
of their climate, together with the facilities for obtaining fish along the sound, prevents
any great amount of suffering among them from want of food or clothing; yet with all the
natural advantages by which they are surrounded, they have made comparatively no advances toward civilization. About twenty families have adopted the habits of the whites,
to the extent of living in rude houses of their own construction; yet they are influenced
by the prevailing superstition of all the tribes against residing in or in any way using a
building in which one of their tribe has died; consequently, when a death occurs in one of
their houses the family moves out and at once consigns their former residence to the flames.
Their agent informs me that the tribe is decreasing, a result to be attril..mted to the presence
of venereal diseases which prevail among them.
. Sqtioxon r eservation, like the Nisqually and Puyallup, is also under charge of Agent
Elder. lt is situated upon an island in Puget sound. The land is poor and heavily timbered, and the large sums of money heretofore spent in attempts to open farms and make
improvements upon it have resulted in no corre~ponding benefit. It would be beneficial to
the few Indians who reside here to remove them, as well as the Nisquallies, to the Puyallup reservation. The three tribes are parties to the treaty of Medicine creek, and should
all be located at Puyallup, which is so well adapted to their wants. On the evening of the
14th of July I embarked, in company with Superintendent Waterman and three gentlemen who had been appointed by the department, to appraise certain improvements upon
the reservation. Our only means of conveyance was an open boat. After being buffeted
about by adverse winds and tides for two days and nights we reached Seattle, where we
abandoned our open boat and took passage upon a small steamer chartered for the remainder of our trip.
On the 18th we reached the 'rulalip reservation, situated upon the margin of the Tnlalip
bay, and near the mouth of Shokomish river. At the time of my visit the reservation was
under charge of Agent Howe, who reports that there are e)eyen hundred Indians who make
their homes there for a portion of the year . They rely for support upon fishing and hunting; indeed they can do little else, as the soil, in addition to being poor, is covered with a
growth of timber sufficiently dense to deter even a white man from attempting to clear it
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up. A n~rrow strip has been cleared along the bay, where they have about fifty small
board and frame houses erected. They also have a few potatoes planted and garden vegetableR, which gave but small promise of producing much.. I saw nothing teing done
worthy of being calJed farming. The little property posse~sed by these people consists of
their canoes, nets, and other fishing gear, with which they are generall_v enabled to supply
their chily wants of food, beyond which they seem to give themselves no especial trouble
or care. Here was the only place upon the sound where I witnessed any attempts being
made to educate Indian children. The Rev. C. C. Chirouse, a Catholic priest, having some
time since established himself here as a teacher, has succeeded in collecting from thirty to
forty Indian li>oys under his ~are, and by a system of manual labor is attempting to make
them support themselves while obtaining an education. His efforts are not confined to
the school-room, but be accompanies his pupils in their out-door labors and gives them all
needful instruction. 'Ihe boys under the reverend father's care, and by his aid, have sue·
ceeded in clearing up a sufficiently large piece of heavily timbered land for a garden, from
which they duw a small supply of vegetables; the remainder of their living is obtained
by catching fish in the neighboring waters. The boys are kept entirely separate from their
parents, which is indispensable for their proper culture ; they are mostly dependent upon
the charity of the whites for their clothing. It is a matter of regret that the worthy father
is compelled to pursue his benevolent and Christian labors under so many disadvantages,
and some further provision should be made to aid him in feeding and clothi·::1g the pupils,
who seem so anxious to avail themselves of his instructions. In visiting their school-room
I was struck with their cleanliness and good manners, as well as with the progress they
had made in reading, writing, and arithmetic Herewith I submit two communications
addressed to me by the pupils themselves, and written in a fair and legible hand; they are
marked, respectively, C and D.
Lummi reservation is situated near the head of Bellingham bay. Owing to the brief
period of my stay, and the stage of the tide, it was inconvenient to visit the village, but
from what I saw of the people they appear much of the same character as those at Tulalip.
Their agent informed me that the reservation is better adapted to the wants of the Indians
than the latter-named point, and that they had made considemble progress in agriculture.
Other points were visited bordering on the sound where Indians occasionally congregate
in great numbers for the purpose of taking fish, but as their general features are the same,
and as there was but little improvement worthy of note at any of them, they will not require special mention.
Shokomish reservation is situated near the southern end of an arm of Puget sound,
known as Hood's canal, which extends southward about one hundred miles from the straits
of Juan de Fuca. The Indians who belong to this reservation are the Shokomish and
Skallams, and two remnants of other tribes, parties to the treaty of Point No-Point. They
are variously estimated at from twelve hundred to four thousand souls; indeed, I do not
believe their actual number ever was or ever will be known. I mw but very few of them
upon the reservation, but learned that they were absent gathering berries, catching fish,
prostituting their women, gambling, and getting drunk, the latter of which appears to be
their favorite occupation. Special Agent Knox, who is in charge of them, told me that
there were twelve hundred of them came to receive their annuities in November, 1863.
Superintendent Waterman estimates tl1em at a much greater number. This reservation
appears to be well enough adapted to their wants as a home. But little, however, has been
done up::m it in the way of improvement. The fish and g~me, both of which are abundant
in the neighborhood, are n early equally as abundant upon all other portions of the sound;
and as these people manifest no disposition to labor, there appears to be no inducement for
them to remain at the home to which they have been assigned, consequently they are scattered all along the western shore of Hood's canal and the straits of Juan de Fuca nearly to
Cape Flctttery, a distance of about one hundred and fifty miles. But little control is exercised over them, and with the means at present at the disposal of the superintendent I am
unable to perceive how he is to exercise more, as he is without means to subsist them upon
their reservation, and as they are mostly lazy, drunken, dissolute vagabonds, who can neither be persuaded nor compelled to labor. They are brought in contact with the white
population at all of the villages and lumber camps along the western portion of the sound,
and rapidly falling victims to venereal diseases and noxious whiskey which they can but too
Teadily obtain. 'Ibe few of them who reside upon the reservation, with a white farmer to
assist them, have only about ten acres of ground in cultivation. The annuities and other
appropriations are too limited to enable the superintendent to col1ect and subsist such a demoralized and drunken herd of savages while the experiment of their reformation is being
attempted It is not certain that auy amount of means would enable the department to
improve the condition of these people . Possibly a few of them may be reclaimed and induced to cultivate the soil. I look, however, upon the great majority of them as doomed
to a speedy extinction as the result of iudolence, loathsome diseases, and bad whiskey.
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At all of the agencies which I visited upon Puget sound the Indians manifested a great
desire that the government should furnish them with clothing and trinkets as the principal portion of their annuities. My own impression and advice is against such a course, as
I believe that with the facilities which they have for laboring and obtaining good prices
therefor, they should measurably be thrown upon their own resources to obtain their clothing, and that feeling the need of it would be an additional stimulus to their industry.
When large quantities of clothing and blankets are distributed among them it usually is
followed by a period of gambling and dissipation. It would evidently be better for them
to have the greater portion of their annuities expended in procuring domestic animals,
agricultural implements, and in opening farms. To obtain these articles they cannot be
induced to labor, while on the other hand they have the stimulant of pbysicc~,l suffering to
urge them to work for the clothes necessary for their personal comfort.
The Chehalis and Cowlitz are a couple of small tribes who reside up0n the rivers of those
names within the settled portion of Washington Territory. No treaties have been made
with them, though their land has been surveyed and much of it disposed of by the government. They are a docile people, and more industrious than the majority of the Indians
within that Territory, and it would seem but just that some permanent provision should be
made for them.
The Yalmma reservation is situated upon the river of that name, east of the Cascade
mountains, and about seventy milei north of the Columbia river. The Indians located here
by the provisions of the treaty of 1855 consist of fourteen tribes and bands, the principal
of which are the Yakamas and Klikatats. The superintendent reports them to consist
of five thousand persons: perhaps half that number reside upon the reservation, which is
exceedingly well adapted to the purpose for which it was selected, the mountains furnishing good timber, while the upland or bills are covered with an abundat1ce of good grass.
Several fine streams of water pass through the reservation, along the margius of which is
excellent land for agricultural purposes.
A great advantage enjoyed by the Indians here is their isolation from the white settlements, which prevents them being brought in contact with vicious persons and those disposed to sell them intoxicating drinks. 'fbey have two thousand five hundred acres under
fence, and about twelve hundred acres in cultivation. Their crops last year consisted of
two thousand bushels of wheat, two hundred bushels of peas, six hundred bushels of corn,
and three thousand bushels of potatoes, in addition to large quantities of garden vegetables.
The government has erected for them a good grist and saw mill, both of which ard in good
repair and successful operation. The abandoned military post of Fort Simcoe furnishes
excellent buildings for residences, shops, storerooms, school-rooms, and all other purposes
for which building:;; are required at an agency. In visiting the Indian farms and houses
many of them gave evidence of the habits of industry of the tribe. Agent Wilbur, who
is in charge of the reservation, manifests a determination to test the practicability of reducing an Indian to a state of civilization. Hia example is certainly vgluable to them,
and he neglects no opportunity to give them instruction of a practical character. He is
energetic and enthusiastic in his efforts to elevate the character and condition of the paople
under his charge. If be fails, the failure must be attributed to some other cause than a
want of zeal on his part. So far they have greatly improved under his management.
I found the school in full and successful operation, and well attended by both boys and
girl's. Both are boarded and clothed at the agency, and kept separate from their parents.
Both sexes are taught the elementary branches, and there is a farm connected with the
boys' school, upon which they labor a certain portion of their time; the proceeds of their
labor is applied tov;ards their support. Some of the boys are taught to work at trades,
under the direction of employes upon the reservation, and bid fair to make proficient
workmen. The girls, in addition to their studies, are taught sewing and housework. The
school here and at Puyallup were the only ones that I rmw which seem to be resultin g in
much practical good.
IDAHO TERRITORY.

The Nez Perces are located upon an extensive reservation, embracing the Clearwater
river and its tributaries in Idaho Territory, and extending westwArd across the Snake river
includes small portions of the State of Oregon and of Washington Territory, and contains
about ten thousand square miles. They were assigned to this location by the provisions of
the treaty negotiated with them by Isaac I. Stevens, then governor, and superintendent of
Indian affairs for Washington Territory, and General Joel Palmer, superintendent for
Oregon, in the year 1855. By that treaty they relinquished to the United States their
claims to a vast region of territory, embracing portions of what are now Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. In C(msideration of this cession of territory the United States stipulated
among other things, that the reservation "tract shall be :;et apart, and, so far as neceEsary,
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surveyed and marked out for the exclusive use and benefit of said tribe as an Indian reservation, nor shall any white man, excepting those in the employment of tne Indian department, be permitted to reside upon the said reservation without pe1mission of the tribe and
the superintendent and agent." In article 5 "The United States further agree to establish at suitable points within Eaid reservation, witbin one year after the ratification hereof,
two schools, erecting tbe necessary buildings, keeping the same in repair, and providing
them with furniture, books, and stationery ; one of which shall be an agricultural and
industrial Echool, to be located at the agency and to be free to the children of said tribe;
and to employ one superintendent of teaching and two teachers." Article 10 provides:
"The Nez Perces desire to exclude from their reservation the use of ardent spirits, and to
prevent their people from drinking the same ; and therefore it is provided that any Indian
belongiilg to said tribe who is guilty of bringing liquor into said reservation, or who shall
drink liquor, may have his or her portion of the annuities withheld."
The fact that not one of these excellent provisions has been complied with, on the part
of the government, pr~ sents a stliking contrast between what has been promised and what
has been performed. For the last three or four yean'~ the reservation has been overrun
with white people, not only by those in search of gold, but by others who have made locations there for agricultural purposes, and who have erected buildings, enclosed lands, and
exercised all the rights of ownership over it. A town has been located there, which was
designated as the capital of the Territory, and a lively trade carried on not only with the
whites, but with the Indians, supplying them wi:h ardent spirits, upon their own reservation, in open violation of the intercourse law, and of the provisions of the treaty above
quoted. The agent, in his report of last year, and which, for some reason, was not published, states that "It is difficult to say what remedy can be taken. Of course we know
that the sale of all merchandise in Lewiston and the different mining camps npon the
reservation is in direct violation of the intercourse laws, yet these merchants Eay tht•y are
paying the United States taxes for the sale of liquors :md other goods. The capital of the
Territory is located upon the reservation, counties and towns laid off, judges, slwrifit> and
constables appointed, county roads laid off, town and county licenses granted, &c. It is
sincerely to be hoped that some way be found to check this growing evil. Take the sale
and traffic of liquor to these Indians away from them, and no better, more friendly, or
kind-hearted people can be found on the coast." The people who are now and have been
upon this reservation located themselves there at a time when 1ich gold mines were being
discovered and worked, and remained under the impression that a treaty would be made
with the Indians, by which they would relinquish to the government that portion of their
land~ occupied by the town of Lewiston and neighboring settlements.
Such a treaty was
negotiated by the commissioners appointed by the government, in June, 1863; but never
having been ratified by the Senate, the leading chiefs are now opposed to its ratification,
and, as a reason, allege that the government has defrauded them by not complymg with
the provisions of the treaty of 1855, and that it would be nsele~s to enter into a new trcaty
while the provisions of the old one remain unfulfilled.
· There are two thousand eight hundred of these pt'ople. 'I h ey are the finest ~>pecimens
of the aboriginal race to be found on this continent. They are possessed of con~iderable
herds of cattle and horses, are brave and warlike, aml are of good hatlits. They have
always been the friends of the white man, from the days when Lewis and Clarke vibited
them to the present time. They have j ut:t reason to complain of the many infractions of
their treaty, and more pt.rticularly of tbat clause of it which guarantees that the whites
shall be kept off their reservation. Under the leadership of " Big Thunder,'' a principal
chief, a party is forming which is hostile to the goyernment, and if something is not
speedily done to remoYe the cames of c01;nplaint there is gaat danger to be apprehended
of their resorting to open hostility. No one can go upon their re<ervation with the treaty
in his band without being convinced that their complaints a1 e well founded. I am only
surprised that they have exercised so much forbearance under the wrongs and injustice
which they have suffered.
The tifth article of the treaty, providing for the erection of school-houses and the support
of schools, like most of the other provisions, has been neglected, and nothing worthy of
the name of school has ever existed upon the reservation. Agent James O'Neill, who is
in charge of the Neil Perces, saJ s, in his report. of 1864, above referred to, ''That no provision is made for the supp01 t or boarding of children. The different bands of these
Indians are located from half a mile to sixty miles from the agency, and, therefore, only
those living near can attend."
''Those living near will not attend unle~s hired to do so . A Echool-home was erected
last summer, and school taught for a short time, but five or six attending, and at sometimes but one or two, there being no regular attendance. The building was afterward,
by order of Superintendent Wallace, exchanged with Dr. Newell for a house l1< longing to
him, which has since been occupied by one of the employes This spring a ro< •m fornwrly
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used as an office was taken for a .-cbool-room, but still the children will not attend; and
until such an appropriation is made for the support of the children from the distant bands,
it seems as though an appropriation of thirty-two hundred dollars per annum for the support of two teachers was a us0le3s expenditure." Upon investigation, I found that teachers
had been appointed, but, for the reasons set forth by the agent, they had been unable to
accomplish anything; and I concur in the opinion expressed by Agent O'Neill, that the
present expenditure is a useless one. All the other stipulations of the treaty with the
Nez PerceR are fulfilled with the same sort of fidelity as are the provisions fer excluding
the whites and whiskey from the reservation, and for the estab!it;bment of school:;. The
annuitieR, which the treaty stipulates shall be paid annually, for some reasons haYe been
withheld, and not a dolla\· bas been 1nid to the tribe for more than two years.
I found Agent O'Neill a competent officer, and doing all in his power to pacify the
Indians and protect the interests of the govemment, but he was entirely destitute of funds,
and had been for the last year. Tho treaty employes upon the reservation have eighteen
months' pay due them, and, in order to live, are forced to dispose of their vouchers for
services at from fifty to sixty cents on the dollar in currency. The chiefs, who have a
stated salary by t~e provisions of the treaty, have been forced to make similar sacrifices.
The credit of the Indian department is utterly destroyed, and the tribe greatly disaffected
towards the government, and I think it safe to assert. that there is no portion of the United
States in which Indian affairs are in so chaotic and disorganized a Ettate at: in Idaho Territory. Mr. O'Neill, who is the only Indian agent within the Territory, is utterly powerless
to remedy the evils . The regulations of the department require him to conduct his con·e·
spcmdence through the superintendent of Indian affairs for his district. "Caleb Lyon, of
Lyonsdale," who is governor and ex-officio superintendent of Indian affairs, has not
1
been heard of in Idaho since early last spring.
His absence from his post, however, seems to entail no embarrassment upon the management of Indian affairs. When present, be conducted them with an ignorance unparalleled,
and a disregard of the rights and wants of the Indians, and of the laws regulating intercourse with them, de;::;erving the severest rebuke. In a council '\Thich I held with all of
the principal chiefs of the Nez Perces tribe, they unanimously denounced his conduct, and
ar:cused him, among other things, of negotiating with one of the tribe for the private purchase of an eligible situation within the boundaries of the reservation for his own benefit,
and upon which he propoFed to locate" New Lyonsdale." The charge made by the
Indians is corroborated by the statement of Rev. H. H . Spalding, herewith submitted, and
marked E.
The most prominent feature of Governor Lyon of Lyonsdale's administration of Indian
affairs is to be seen in his abortive attempts at erecting a stone church upon the Nez Perce
reservation. The site chosen is at the eastern base of a steep bill, or mountain. The
walls are constructed of large, rough basaltic stones, laid up in common earth, or mud.
Its dimensions outside are thirty-six feet by fifty-Gix, and the walls are three feet thick and
sixteen feet high, and without a roof, bearing a strong resemblance, in all but height, to a
Mexican corral, or a New England cattle pound. The freezing and thawing of the mud
mortar has caused it all to fall out, so daylight is visible in any direction through the
walls, while the accumulated water from the rains passing down the mountain side has
made the wails settle in such a manner as to be in constant danger of "falling. The expenses already incurred in erecting this novel structure amount to $5,9!3 13; $1,185 50 of
which it< still due to the Indians for labor performed by them at one dollar per day in its
erection, and for the neglect to pay which the Indians make very uncomplimentary
remarks of the governor, who employed and promised to pay them therefoi: . Fortunately
no roof hns been placed upon it, and the period is not far distant when its fallen and
dilapidated walls will constitute a costly ruin to commemorate the extravagant fully and
want of common sense of his excellency Caleb Lyon of Lyonsdale.
It is not known what authority, if any, the governor had for this expenditure, nor is it known
from what appropiiation the money expended was taken. The treaty certainly provided
for nothing of the kind; and if it did, no sane man would think of erecting it in it,; present
form. upon its present site, or of the materials selected. The amount thus foolishly squandered
should be disallowecl in Governor Lyon's accounts, ann he or his sureties compelled to
refund the money. The attempted erection of this struct.ure seems to be in perfect keeping
with the 1 est of Governor Lyon's official acts connected with his administration of Indian
affairs in Idaho. Hence his continual absence will cause no detriment to the service. For
fnrther p·n ticuhm; relative to Governor Lyon's conduct I refer you to the statements made
by Agent O'Neill and Rev. H. H. flpalding.
I wa; unable to find any rec:)rds in Idaho C)tinected with or pertaining to the office of
superintendent of Indian affairs . By an application to Mr. Gibson, who had been in
charg-e of the office, he submitted the following under oath:
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"I was engaged by Governor Lyon in New York, in June, 1864-, as clerk in the
Indian department, and assisted the Secretary. I expected to receive fifteen hundred dollars per annum as my compensation. 'fhe governor agreed to allow me one thousand
dollars per annum. I made out a voucher for one year's services, at the rate of fifteen
hundred dollars per annum, and sent it to Governor Lyon by mail. I forget how much I
have been paid, and did not sign vouchers for the amount receiYed. Governor Lyon paid
my expenses from New York to Lewiston, Idaho, and I was in his employment up to the
25th of August, 1865.
/
''I conducted a portion of 1he correE:pondence of the office of superintendent of Indian
aff<:tirs. I am not aware that Governor Lyon brought out any funds from Washington applicable to the Indian department since in Idaho.
" Governor Lyon only had one set of accounts made up for the superintendency during
the period that I was in his employment, and they embraced the whole period. I made up
those accounts.
"I do not know what amount of money Governor Lyon received or disbursed as superintendent of Indian affairs, nor what were the balances in the accounts. I know that he disbursed some money on account of the erection of a stone church at Lapwai, but have no
recollection of the amount. I don't remember whether or no any funds were disbursed on
account of annuities while Governor Lyon was in charge of the office. My business in the
office was to examine the accounts of agents, and I only bad the quarterly accounts of one
agent to examine-they were Agent O'Neill's. Governor Lyon had no interpreter employed
for the office; when one was wanted Whitman was sent for, or some one else temporarily
employed. I remained in the office at Lewiston when Governor Lyon came to Boise ·ralley
to make treati~s with the Indians. I never saw the treaties he negotiated, and know
nothing of their provisions.
" When Governor Lyon left the Territory he said nothing about turning over the office,
but directed me to repair to Boise City, and remain in charge of the office. I complied
with his.directions. All that I have done was to receive Agent O'Neill's retums and forward them to Washington. I have kept no letter-book, and made no communication in
relation to O'Neill's accounts, but simply forwarded them to Washington without letter or
comment.
"I have no accounts belcnf(ing to the office of snrerinteulent, e:xcrpt the retained
copies of O'Neill's accounts.
''WALTER W. GIBSON."
"Subscribed. and sworn to before me this eighteenth day of September, 1865, at Boise
City, Idaho Territory.
"MILTON KELLEY,
'' Associate Justice.''
It would appear from Gibson's statement that there were no records kept in the superintendent's office, and I imagine that it will be difficult to determine what Mr. Gibson was

employed and paid for, unl ess it was, as he states, to remail at the end of each quarter cne
set of Agent O'Neill's accounts. It would seem hardly necessary to pay a clerk a thousand or fifteen hundred dollars a year for that service. A total change is required in the
administration of !ndian affairs in Idaho 'l'enitory ; and. the most salutary change that
could be made would be the appointment of a suitable superintendent who would attend
to the duties of his office. The sooner that is done the better it will b~ for tbe Indians
and the government.
The department in Idaho requires the services of two additional agents, there now being
but one
I herewith rmbmit a statement relative to Indians in Idaho, f1om Mr. A. L Downer,
clerk of the supreme court of the Territory, and marked F.
ANNUITIES.

Among all the tribes that I visited, with whom we have negotiated and ratified treaties,
I found a universal complaint in relation to both the quantity and quality of their annuities. There is no general circulation of paper money, as currency, within the States or Territories bordering upon the Pacific ; consequently the Indians there, who have never seen
or known any kind of money excepting gold and silver, are unable to comprehend the representative value of a bank or treasury note as being above that of any other piece of
paper. At the time the treaties were negotiated with them, ar.cl the value and quantity of the
articles they were to receive annually from the government was explained to them, all values
bad reference to a gold basis. The practical effect has been to reduce their annuities onehalf in quantity. Their suspicious natures cause them to look upon such a diminution as
an actual and intentional fraud on the part of the government, while their ignorance precludes the po!'sibility of making them comprehend the abstract question involved in financial fluctuations. In their simplicity, they insist that paper is not money, and that they
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are annually and unjustly defrauded of one-half that was promised the.m. However erro·
neous their reasoning may be, it is not in the power of man to convince them of it, nnd it
is hardly reasonable to expect that one party to a compact should be scrupulous in their
compliance with its provisions under a conviction that the other party is unjustly evading
it. Another great cause of complaint is the worthless quality of the goods which are bought
in the Atlantic States and sent out for distribution among them. There is a great fault
somewhere, either on the part of the agents who make the purchases in the eastern market,
or on the part of the merchants or contractors who supp1y the goods. From the personal
inspection which I have given those goods, and on comparing them with the invoices, I
am thoroughly convinced that the contractors are guilty of the most outrageous and systematic swindling and robbery. Their acts can be properly characterized by no other terms.
There is evidence alEo that the persons employed in the department to make the purchases
are accomplices in these crimes. I have examined invoices of purchases made by the
department or its agents in eastern cities, where the prices charged were from fifty to one
hundred per cent. above the market value of good articles. Upon an examination of the
goods I have found them, as a general thing, worthless and deficient in quantity. Among
them were "steel spades," made of sheet iron; "chopping axet:," which were purely cast
iron; "best brogans," with paper soles; "blankets," made of shoddy and glue, which
came to shreds the first time they were wet, &c., &c., &c.
Add to these villainous purchases, made with depreciated currency, the fact that the
goods are generally sent by the most expensive means of transportation, and it can be
easily imagined how small a proportion is received by the Indians. But the folly or wrong
of these purchases, made by dishonest agents from dishonest contractors, does not cease
here. Many articles are purchased which would be utterly useless to the Indians, if their
quality was ever so good, such as iron spoons, mirrors, gimlets, jewsharps, hair oil, finger rings,
and, in one case which came under my observation, forty dozen pairs of ela1tic garters
were sent out to a tribe in which there was not a bingle pair of stockings. Agent Wilbur,
in charge of the Yakama reservation, in a report upon this t:ubject, says:
"The goods furnished from the Atlantic States have been of an inferior qu~~.!ity, ojtm
damaged, and sometimes short in quantity. Of the first invoice of annuity goods received
here there was a large number of blankets short; of other goods which arrived here in 1862
there was a deficiency of fourteen pairs of blankets, twenty-one yards of checlis and stripes,
and six pairs of brogans, besides twenty-five pairs of blankets rat-eaten to that extent that
they were considered worthless. Thirty-seven •pairs of pants and twenty-two coats, on
opening the case, were found to be wet and completely rotten. The woollen goods sent
out have been almost universally worthle~s; clothes made up for the schools from annuity
goods, many of them, were not worth the making. The same might be truthfully said in
regard to the quality of hoes, axes, pitchforks, and shovels, many of which were not worth
the transportation from Dalles, Oregon, to this place, a distance of seventy-five mileR. The
calico has been of a very inferior quality. One would suppose that the sentiment prevailed,
where such goods were purchased, that they were for the Indians, and no matter about the
quality or quantity. I think, in justice, that the government owes the Indians of this
agency twenty thou~and dollars fur deficiencies in quality and quantity of.goods purchased,
and previously distributed to the Indians of the Yakama nation."
Independent of the frauds which have been perpetrated in these purchases, a great inconvenience has resulted from the ignorance of the parties perpetrating them in their not
knowing what would be most useful to the Indians, and it often occurs that at some remote
agency the tribe is destitute of some useful and indispensable article, while the storehouse
is full of those for which they never had any use. I have seen hundreds of dollart~' worth
of paints, mirrors, jewsharps, finget· rings, elastic garters, and other equally useless gewgaws
stowed away upon a reservation, while the Indians were destitute of seeds, teams, and
agricultural implements, which they would have used to some purpose.
Not a dollar's worth of goods intended for distribution among the Indians upon the
Pacific coast should be purchased in the eastern markets. All the articles of woollen goods
which the Indians require are manufactured in Oregon and California, and sold at reasonable prices, while the quality is admitted by all good judges to be superior to similar goods
purchased in the Atlantic States. These States not only manufacture their own substantial
woollen goods, but are large expurters of wool. The small quantities of cotton goods and
hardware required by the Indians can be purchased in the Pacific markets chtaper than
they ever have been furnished there by the Indian department from eastern cities, and as
for the baubles and trinkets for ornaments, they should not be purchased, as they only tend
to degrade the Indians by stimulating a barbarous fondness for useless display. What the
Indian really requires for his comfort and elevation is domestic animals, agricultural implements and seeds, and, under any judicious management of their affairs, their annuities
would be principally given in these articles.
The appropriation bills usually pass at or near the close of a session of CongreEs, so late
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in the se~son that the purchases of annuity goods cannot be made in eastern cities and
sent around Cape Horn in time to reach the tribes during the current year in which the
appropriations are made. Sometimes the alternative is adopted of sending the ~ood:J mor~
expeditiously by expre3s over the isthmus of Panama, on which route the charges for transportation usually amount to two or three.times the value of such goods as are required by
the Indians.
Persons who have witnessed the distribution of annuity goods to Indians without .Leing
aware of how, where, or by whom they were purchased, have come to the conclusion that
the trib es were being defrauded by the agents who made the distribution. My experience,
resulting from an investigation of the matter, forces the conclusion upon my mind, that,
under the present system of purchasing annuity goods, the depredations upon the funds
commence sometimes bifore, and always soon after it gets out of the Indian bureau in ·washington, to such an extent, that by the time the goods reach the agent, who is to distribute
them, there is nothing left either in quantity or quality to tempt his cupidity.
The evils resulting from improper and dishonest practices in the purchase of Indian goods
by the department, aud its agents selected for that purpose, and who know nothing of the
Indian;; or their wants, have long been felt by all persons who had any knowledge of the
system and the enormous frauds which have been perpetrated underit. An attempt was made
to correct this evil by congressional legislation, and the following provision was, for that
purpose, incorporated in the act approved July 5, 1862 :
" SEc 5. And be it further enacted, That hereafter no goods shall be purchased by the
Indian department, or its agents, for any tribe, except upon the written requisition of the
supe rintendent in charge of tbe tribe."
As pertinent to this subject, and to show how little regard was paid to the law by the
Indian bureau, I quote the following from the replies made by Superintendent Huntingdon,
of Orego11, to certain interrogatories propounded to him by myself; and also append a copy
of a letter from late Commissioner William P. Dole:
"Prior to my appointment as superintendeu.t the practice appears to have been to make
the purchases by the superintendent or the agent having charge of the tribe, and in the
remittance of funds for the firot half ye~•r of my incumbency, 1863, no change was made,
the funds for annuities for all the tribes being remitted, and in due time turned over to the
agent, ann by them expended. On the 2d of May, 1863, however, Commissioner Dole
advised me ' that it was his design to change the practice, and cause the goods to be purchased in the Atlantic cities,' and, in pursuance of this plan, I was directed to transmit
my estimate of the articles required for the Indians in the entire superintendency in 8uch
time as to reach Washington 'not later than 1st October, 1863,' and I was especially enjoined
to 'a strict compliance with these instructions' upon my part. This letter was received on the 2d
day of June, 1863, and acknowledged on th e following day. A. copy of it, marked A, is
·
hereto appended for your information.
"On the 18th day of June Commissioner Dole informed me that he had ordered certain
goods to be purchased in New York without waiting for my estimate of what was required,
and enclosed a list of the goods so ordered. On the 15th of July l\Ir. J. B. Gordon, special
agent, wrote, enclosing invoice of goods purchased in New York and Rtltimore, and advising me of their shipment. On the 24th September I forwarded to the Commis~ioner a
carefully prepared estimate of the articles which it was deemed most expedient to purchase
for the Indians, which, of course, did not arrive at Washington until after the purchases for
that year had been made. No further commu'lication has ever been received by me from
the Commiosioner's office upJn this subject; but, on the 4th of July, 1864, I received a letter from Mr. J. B. Gordon, special agent, advising me of the purchase and shipment of
annuity goods for all the tribes in Oregon. No allusion to this purchase has ever been
made in any letter received from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and this omission
cannot be chargeable to the failure of the mails, for my monthly statements of correspondence sent to Washington have been found to correspond with the records of the c~mmission.
The goods purchased in 18ti3 were shipped via Panama at enormous freights, and arrived
at the several agencies in time for distribution the same year. The goods bought in 1864
were shipped via Cape Horu, did not arrive here until the present year, and could not be
distributed to the Indians for whom they were designed until very recently. Indeed, a
portion of those designed for the Shasta, Seaton, Umpquas, and Rogue Rivers are yet in this
town. Thus the Indians have been one Jea.r without annuities, and much dissatisfaction
exists among them in consequence.
"The time and manner in which the goods have been shipped have been most unfortunately chosen. The goods of 1863 were not only shipped by the costly isthmus route, but
they were subject to exorbitant charge for packing, drayage, &c., (for detail of which see
comparative Echedule, marked G, and the bulky nature of some of the articles was such
as to make the freight a great deal more than the value of the goods delivered. Handled axes.
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hatchets, pitchforks, gard en hoes, &c., were cased in huge pine bores, to be tmnsported
over the route from Baltimore and New York to Warm Spring;; and Umatilla . The transportation of the bulky wooden handles wa~ five times the value of the articles, handle and all,
after delivery, while the Indians wonld have thought it no hardship to have made the handles themselves out of the timber which g;ows upon their own reservation.
"The purchases of 1R64: were all shipped via Cape Horn and San Francisco to Salem.
Salem was the proper destination of no part of the goods. Your familiar acquaintance with
the country enables you to see at once the absurdity of shipping goods bound for Warm
Springs or Umatilla, up the Willamette river to Salem, thence down the river to Portland
again, toward their final destination. The goods designed for Siletz agency afford a still
more marked instance of mismanagement. They haYe been transported from San Francisco to Salem at a cost of about $75 per ton, and now the mo~t economical way to get
them to their destination will probably be to ship them back to San Francisco again at like cost,
and thence direct to Siletz at a cot:.t of about $16 per ton. The only other alternative is to
transport them on pack-mules from Salem to Siletz, which probably will not cost leEs than
$100 per ton. In regard to the quality and suitableness of the goods shipped, it bas generally been such as could have been anticipated where the purchaser was entirely unacquainted with the country, or the Indians who inhabit it, and there has uniformly been an
unfavorable discrepancy between the invoices and the articles actually shipped. I shall
not swell this letter to the inordinate length necessary to point out all of these failures or
swindles, but a ft!w of the most glaring must suffice.
"Merrim~c prints are named in the invoices of both years. This, as i,; well known, is the
most costly sort of calico, and the prices paid have corresponded with the invoice quality,
but not a yard of Merrimac calico has ever been put in the pacbge; OD: the contrary, the article
::;hipped has always been of a very inferior quality, such as C<tn be bought for twenty-five or
thirty per cent. less than the Merrimac, and is worth to the Indians, who are expected to
comume it, less than half. · The article shipped as cotton duck was a light and inferior
article of common drilling. A consider11.ble part of the thread sent out was rotten and ut.
terly worthless. The needles, the buttons the fish-hooks and lines were of the most inferior
description, and of very little value to the Indians. Spoons enough were brought to give
nearly half a dozen to every one of the tribe, and they were so worthless that the Indhms
generally refused to carry them away after they were given out. Fancy mirrors, costing
$5 per dozen, were sent; they proved to be little looking-glasses about two inches in diameter, and worth absolutely nothing to the Indians A lot of steel weeding-hoes, handled, proved to be little affairs, intended for the use of :;;orne delicate lady, if indeed they
were intended for use at all. Scissors and shears in inordinate quantity, and utterly worthless in quality, were sent. Tin ware, packed in roomy cases, until the freight was far in
excess of the value. Frying-pans of thin sheet-iron, utterly worthless, and so esteemed
by the Indians. In short, the entire purchases show either ignorance of the Indians'
wants, or design to defraud ~tbem. If the purchases are made intelligently and honestly
in New York, it may be that the government and Indians will be as well served; but
if the invoices hitherto bought are to be taken as a sample of those to be bought in the
future, it would be as well to spend half the amount here. No merchant of any interior
town in Oregon or Washington ever thinks of buying his stock of goods in New York, and
the same reasons which impel inaividuals to trade at the nearest wholesale mart, apply with
two-fold force to all such purchases as are necessarily made by the government. The facts
which I have detailed, in my judgment, make evident these propositions:
'' !St. The purchase of goods should invariably be made by a person acquainted with the
Indians and their wants, and with the character of the climate and country where they
are to be consumerl.
"2d. That purchases should be made at the wholesale mart nearest to the agency where
they are required.
"3d. That purchases in Baltimore and New York necessuily involve enormous transportation charges, or else the withholding of the goods from the Indians for a year.
"For your further information, I take the liberty to transmit herewith a comparative
schedule, marked B, showing the purchases made in Baltimore and New York in 1863, of
the articles for which, in my judgment, the annuity funds should be expended. A careful
examination of this schedule will give you a pretty thorough understanding of what has
been purchased, and where ; and it will also ad vise you of what, in my judgment, ought
to have been purchased.''
'' DEPARniENT OF THE INTERIOR,

"O.ffice of Indian Affairs, .Uay 2, 1863.
''SIR: On account of the appreciation of gold and the consequent increase in tbe prices
of merchandise generally on the Pacific coast, it has been demonstrated that articles of
general utility required for Indian purposes in the .states of California and Oregon, and
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the Territory of Washington, can be procured in and shipped from the Atlantic States upon
better terms, both for the governrnen t and the Indians, than can be done in the localities
where they arc required. I have, therefme, to dilect, that you transmit to this office your
estimate for the articles requirnd for the Indians within your superintendency, so as to
reach here not later than the first October next. You will be careful to state the amount
of money you wish expended in each article required, and not the quantity of the article.
'' A strict compliance with the3e instructions is expected on your part.
" Very respectfully 1
"W. P. DOLE, OJmmissioner."
Notwitlu;tanding the restrictions imposed by the section of the law above quoted, it would
seem, from Mr. Dole's letter, that he was determined to buy something And without waiting for Superintendent Huntingdon to make a requisition for goods of his own volition, as
the law contemplated, he, the superior, addresses his subordinate a mandatory letter on the
2d of May, 1863, in which he orders him to send in his requisitions, but, apparently fea.r ing that the sub:>rdinate officer might exercise the discretion which the law allowed him,
t.be order is closed with the implied threat of official coercion, that " a stnct comrliance with
these instructions is expected on your part ''
It seems that Mr. Dole became impatient to make the purchase ; therefore, on the 18th of
June, and before he could possibly know what Mr. Huntin~don's requisitions would be, or
whether be would make any, makes the purchase;;, and the goods are shipped, with the
results detailed by Superintendent Huntingdon. It seems that again in 1864 the annuity
goods were bought and shipped by Mr. Gordon without awaiting for any further requisition.
Huntingdon's requisitions of the 24th of September, 1863, were in the dep:ntment at
Washington when the purchases of 1864 were made, and by reference to Huntingdon's
schedule, which I append, it will be seen that Me3srs. Dole and Gordon had as little comprehension of the requisition as they had regard for the law of Congress, which they were
palpably violating. Huntingdon asked for "small steel ploughs," and they sent him
"fancy mirrors;" he asked for "harness for ponies," and they sent him "frying-pans"
and " knitting-needles ;" he asked for " axes and grain cradles," and they re"ponded with
'' sciEsors and iron spoons.''
In this sort of disregard of the laws of Congress and official malfeasance is to be found
the true foundation of the complaints of the Indians about the quality and quantity of
their annuities. Superintendents and agents among the Indians who are conscious of
these wrongs are restrained from protesting against a practice which is so much in f11vor
with the head of the Indian bureau. If the practice of disobeying so plain a law of Congress is adhered to, I know of no remedy but to make it a criminal offence, punishable by
incarcerating the offenders in prison among the more honorable robbers of their own race.
The civilization of the Indians is a question which has attracted the attention of statesmen and philanthropists since the discovery of the continent. All schemes resorted to for
that humane purpose seem to have resulted in failure and disappointment, until it is now
very generally conceded, at least by all practical people, to be an impossibility. 'Ihe humane
and liberal efforts of the government in their behalf have sometimes had the zealous aid
and oo-operation of hone::;t and devoted Christian missionaries, who have given their time
and talents to their elevation without having accomplished any great apparent benefit.
In some instances those efi01ts gave promise of being· rewarded with l.Jencficial results, but
the barbarous instinct of the savage has genera.lly reasserted its sway, and the missionaries and taach ers have lived to witness the futility of their labors in seeing their pupils
neglect and repudiate their teachings, and returning to their barbarous hal.Jits with the
vices of the white men superadded. The Irdians of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho are
as susceptible of being instructed perhaps as any others of their race, yet they all have
the same great characteristics and the same savage instincts which experience has taught
Ui:" the impo~sibility of overcoming, and I do not believe that they will ever be very much
elevated above their present condition. Their condition, however, can be ameliorated to
some extent by honestly devoting the annuities which we have stipulated to pay them to
the improvement. of their homes and opening their farms, thus enabling them to gain a
better and more reliable subsistence than they now have. The syphilitic dil:;ease, with
which most of them are infected, is making terrible inroads upon their numbers, and seems
to defy the eiforts of our pbysicianR ; while the Indians' belief in demons, witchcraft, and
magic, induces them to treat all diseases with a system of savage incantations administered
by their own "medicine man," in whom they have great faith : if, however, the patient
dies, the doctor is killed by the surviving relations as a punishment for his malpractice.
Another great obstacle to their advancement is their habit of leaving their homes when.
a death occurs in one of them. This superstition is so thoroughly implanted in all of the
Pacific tribes that no efforts of their agents can eradicate it, and when a death occurs in a
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resilence, ho;;pit,tl, or sch ·):Jl-hoase, it i~ shunned by the su . vivors of th<-J tribe and condemnel t) th~ fi tm JS SJ long as this superstition ex:ists among them it wilt be difficult
to improve their condition by inducing them to reside in permanent homes, and thus adopt
even the firs3 step necdsS uy t:> their civiliz1tion. O_;casion::tlly a fttmily evade what they
consider the fc~.tal consequence of a death by removing the sufferer before he expires to
some outside, temporary hut erected fur the purpose. Thus, by adopting an expedient
which the agents have taught them, they sometimes save their residences at the cost of
the less expensive building, which is always destroyed by fire. The arguments of the
agents have no tendency to remove the prejudice and superstitions of the Indians, but
simply furnish an expedient which is occasionally resorted to for the purpose of saving
their homes from destruction.
In conclusion, I have to state that, after such an investigation of the Indian tribes in
Oregon, Washington, and Idaho, as the limited time at my disposal would. permit me to
make, I am unable to perceive that the system there could be beneiHed by any general
change of policy, excepting such as is incidentally suggested in the foregoing report, which
is respectfully submitted.
J. W. NESMITH.

A.
FORT YAMHILL, OREGON, June 13, 1865.
Sm : In reply to your request of the lOth instant, I have the honor to inform you that
the r.ffctirs of this agency, under the present agent, A. Harvey, esq., have, so far as my
0bservation extends, been conducted with a view to the welfare of the Indians and the
best interests of the government. The Indians are generally contented, peaceable, and
are fast adopting the habits of the white man. They are compelled to sow or plant a
small piece of ground, some of them having quite large fieldR of grain. I would recommend that in the future, if they are kept on this reserve, that they have less blankets,
trinkets, and articles of that class issued to them, and they be furnished with farming im·
plements in lieu thereof; in fact, the most of the annuities should be of something of a
more substantial character than is usually is::;ued. to them. The most of them are supplied
with good clothing, which they purchase outside of the reservation, working in the various
little towns and on farms with the consent of the agent. There are at this timfl from
seven to eight hundred men, women, and children belonging to this reaervation. Of this
number there are less than three hundred on the resetve at this time.
I consider the selection of this site for an Indian reservation an unfortunate one owing
to its proximity to the white sco ttlements, they being less than two miles distant, while
the capital of the State is only thirty miles distant. I desire also to state th.'tt the number
of Indians on this reservation it> diminishing very rapidly. This decrease is chiefly owing
to the large number of deaths from syphilitic diseases. There are mO!·e deaths from this
alone than from all other causes. I believe the condition of these Indians would be
materially advanced by a removal from here to some place where they \vould be beyond
the immediate influence of that cla~s of white men who:;e association has a tendency to
degrade to a lower depth this already degraded race. The Siletz reservation, distant eig ~1ty
miles from this post, I believe to be the proper place for them There are now about
fifteen hundred Indians on the Siletz re3erve, many of whom belong to the same tribes but
not under the same chiefs as those on this reserve. I am credibly informed that that
reservation is amply large enough to contain five thousand. My own observation induces
me to believe that it would support eight or ten thousand. If these Indians on this re·
serve are removed there, the whole number would be increased to twenty-five hundred.
The soil is better adapted to esculents than cereals. The Indian trader there informs me
that he purchased of the Indians and shipped to San Francisco over twelve hundred bushels
of potatoes last year. By removing the Indians on this reserv0 to the Siletz it wo~ld do
away with the whole expense of one agency. It would also reduce the militf>ry expense
of this post, as the necessity for it would no longer exist. In my opinion the cost of
removal would not exceed three thousand dollars. In view of the~e circumstances, I would
recommend that a commission be appointed to treat with these Indians, having for its
object their removal to the Siletz reservation .
I desire also to state that the military post known as the Siletz block-house, on the Siletz
reservation, is a dependency of this pm,t, and is therefore embraced in this command. B.
Simpson, esq., is the agent on this reserve. The Indians subsist chiefly on potatoes and
fish-salmon-uf which there is an endless quantity in the Yaquina and ~iletz rivers. The
reserve extends to the ocean, which is only a few miles distant. The sanitary condition of
these Indians is much better than those at the Grande Bonde agency, there being but little
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disease of a syphilitic form among them as compared with the others. Before closing I
desire to st·1.te tlHt my intercourse with the agents of the Grande Ronde and Siletz agencies
has ueen of a friendly character.
I am, fiir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L . S. SCOTT,
Capt. 4th Cal. Infantry, com' dg post and d(pendencies.
Hon. J. W. NESMITH.
U. S. Senate, ani member of Joint Committee, S(c., S(c.

B.
AsHLAND MILLS, OREGON, June 23, 1865.
Yours of June 7, inviting me to give you what information I could in regard to the Indians of southeastern Oregon, having been received, I will now give you
what information in regard to them I am able.
Tbe exact number of Indians present at the treaty at Fort Klamath, last autumn, I do
not now remember, though I think it was something between eight hundred and one thousand. The superintendent doubtless can give you the exact number.
The Modocs, the country of which tribe lies surrounding Tule and Clear lakes, were not
all present at the treaty, but their wishes were expressed by their chiefs who attended the
treaty aR representatives of the tribe.
Of late years the Lake Indians have been greatly reduced in numbers by their continued
·wa1s with the tribes east, so that now I think the aggregate number of Klamathe; and
Modocs about 1,200 souls, whil~t the In riians immediately bordeting on their co.untry, viz.,
the Bonacks, Snakes, and Pitt Rivers, who would in all probability establish themselves on
the JGam \th reservation if the treaty were carried out, amount to more than twice that
number.
Some indivi r]uals of the last named tribes have this spring expressed a desire to go on
to thd Khtmath reservation and thus secure the benefits of the treaty, and all of them, I
think, with proper management, in a very short tim<:) could be induced to leave their own
country, to be received upon the reservation, if proper provision were made to care for
them. This would clear the country of Indians from Klamath lake to H urn boldt on the
east, and Suake river on the north, and thus leave open thou;;ands of acres of good country
for settlement, and take from the government the expense of hunting those lndians with
soldiers, and from tt·avellers the almost cert11inty of being massacred or robbed in passing
through the country not sufficiently prep:u ed for tlefence.
The import.auce of carrying out the treaty is evident. Had that treaty been ratified last
session, those Indians might have been collected last spring. thus preventing robberies
and murders which tluy are every opportunity committing. You are aware tbat our 1st
Oregon Cilvalry were all last summer pursuing tbe Snake Indians bordering on the lake~;
but against the Indians acquainted with every mountain recess, and possessing superior
means of traversing a rough, mountainous country, they could do but little, and spent the
summer in pursuing them, with no success of note, but with the loss of Lieutenant \'Vatson and other brave men.
From what knowledge I have g:tined by conversation with Klamath Indians and some
of the chiefs of the Snakes, who are disposed to give up war and live peaceably with the
Klamaths and the whites, I earnestly believe that through the influence of the Klamaths
the whole of the Snake trib e could be induced to give up their country and come upon the
reservation.
'rhe Kl11maths are exceedingly anxious to have the prJvisions of the treaty put in force,
that they may till the soil and" live as the white people live," as they expre~;s it; but
seeing the tardiness of complying with the promises m\cle at the treaty, they are getting
fearful that the authoritied will b:J remiss enough to neglect it altogether.
,
The district of C)Untry deJided upon at the tre3.ty for the reservation I consider well
adapted for such purpose.
Your obedient, humble servant,
LINDBAY APPLEGATE.
Hon. J. W. NEsmTH, Salem, Oregon.
DEAR SIR:

2

18

APPENDIX.

c.
TULALIP INDIAN RESERVATION.

Sm: We f<'el happy and glad to see you coming amongst us. because we all know that
the motive which brings you here is for the welfc~.re of all the In ·li>tns, and especially for
our own good. We hwe been told that you should like to get all the information possible
in order to help us at Wa.l'hingt 10. I thank G"d that I am able to express myself on paper, and with the permission of my father, Chirouse, I take the liberty, sir, to address you
the following about the past and the present state of our school and the help that we
should like to ask from our foster f>tther, the government.
The government mJ;ie fine promi:;es to us; th-:J whites ;~.lwl.ys give us good ad vices, and
we should like very much to follow them, to become civilize.!, to live as they want us to
live, and do as they tell us to do, but most of these incite,nents have been mere words,
with but very little effective help to us.
I am one of the boys who first came to this !"chool, and I think that I can give a conect
account of what has been done. Tn the beginning, the first three year<>, we had no other
dwelling but the Indian lodges and the poor little cot built by our father, Chirouse . During the same period we had no help of any kind from the department; since tllat time
till now we always had some assit;tance, but never proportionate to onr wants. For instance, at present we have no other cluthing bnt those given to ns by the charitable people
of the tlouod. Let the department furnisiJ uo with sufficient implt·meots of hnsb;mdry, as
plough, wagon, oxen, some milking cuws, pigs, &c Let the provisions that we cannot
raise yet be abundant enou~h to keep us strong and healthy; let us have a seine, so that
we mcty catch enough fish witbout losing too much time If not a doctor, at least let us
have the medicines required to help our poor health; let a carpenter, blacksmith, and a
farmer give ·us the firot prindplt>s of thtse trades so necessary to an Indian to make his
own living. Upon leaving the school, to fix our permanent home on the reservation, let
the department asRist us in buil.Jing comfortable house!', and furuish us with some of
the nece~sary implements of husbandry, and in that let the govt rnment fulfil its generous
promises, and then comp!aints may be deservedly made ag,tinst us if we do not make in
industry the progress that can be expected. I am acquaiuted with some Klikatute Indians, ami according to what they say they have been ar1d Hre yt't far better treated than
we are by the American government A larg<J plain has been cleared for them by the
Almighty band; on the contrary, we have to work in a very d, nse forest. Notwithdanding this, wagons, ploughs, oxen, cows, pigs, and m11.ny sheep, clothing, medicines, and
everything to make the sm1ll number of pupils h;-~ppy have always been furnished to them,
and never to us, as every one in the country is well aware of. 011r parents have bten
and will always be friends to the whites, anr:l for that r t' ason we think we have a right to
be trusted and looked on with a kind eye by them. 'Tu what concerns our poor sit:;ter~, the
Indian girls, we have to lament upon tlleir.piteous situation; fuur years ago the l%tert< of
Charity were promised them to take care of them; but they and we have waited in vain.
Every Sunday many little girls come and play around the new house erected fdr them ;
they look through the windows, but their mourning eyes never can find those mothers of
charity so long expected. Please, M.r. Nesmith, have pity on so many little orphans, and
send to them those Si,;ters of Charity who shall be true mothers to tnem and save them
from ruin. Tell Andtew Johnson, our father at Wat;hingt.on, that tile children of the Indians of the Sound, boys and girls, have the feeling of childrtn towards him; and we trust
and believe that you will aid the kind effotts of l\lr. Waterman in our behalf at Washington, to IJe lonked upon aCCl•rdingly by him.
Yours respectfully, the schoolbo) s of Tulalip Indian school,
GEORGE.
MAURICE.
JAMffiY.
JusrrN.
BILL.
PATRICE.
PIERRE.
HILAIRE.

Hon. Mr.

NESMITH,

JOSEPH.
AuGusTE.
HILHRE, 3D.
HYACINTHE.
VICTORIN.
HtLA.IRE, 2D.
DAILEN.
VVILLIAMS.

United States Smator.

Wn.LIAM KERI.

s.

THOMAS
DAM lENS.
WILL£AM.
'l'ULL~;s.

MARCK.
Pll:TTER.

.ACHILLES.
THOMAS.
ANDREW.
WILLSON.
'l'ULLLUS.
EDWARD .
LOUiS. '
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TULALIP INDIAN RESERVATION,

Washington Territory, July-, 1865.
SIR : On my own behalf and that of my schoolmates I extend to you a cordial welcome.

Some of us are orphans, and we are very happy to have this opportunity of making our
wants known to you.
·
For the past five years we have been educated in the habits of the whites. We never
have been discouraged from the hard work we had to perform on the land owned by the
school. Now we can read and write, and we should each ltke to bui.ld a comfortable house
and fix our permanent home on the reservation as honest farmers; but at school, notwithstanding our continual labor, we have not been able to make a single cent; we therefore
apply to you, as to our father, for some help to get a start in a life of indmtry. Our kind
teach er says that our conduct at school has always been satisfactory, and it makes us hope
that you will have pity on us, and be our devoted advocate at Washington. We trust that
the proper means may be placed at the disposal of our agent, Mr. Howe, to afford us the
help and encouragement we ask.
Your obedient children,
,;, PATRICE. X
WILLIAM.
WILLIAM.
HILAIRE s.
~~ FDWARD. X
TuLLius.
AUGUSTE .
DAliHENS.
·:~MAURICE X
THOMAS .
TuLLES.
VICTORIN.
t.~ JUSTIN.
~~ HILAIRE, 3D. X
WILLIAM.
ANDREW.
X
<;:! JAMEY.
•::; HILAIRE, 2D. X
'fHOMAS.
PIERRE.
X
l;'.; DAILEN.
ACHILLES.
Lours.
X
X
~· BILL
·:~ GEORGE .
"ALFRED.
Pt:'l.'T~R.
AND ROW.
X
X
;:; JOSEPH.
MARCK.
HYACINTHE.
X
Ron. Mr. NESMITH, United Slates Senator.

E.
LAPWAI INDIAN AGENCY,

I. T., September 1, 1865.

SIR: In reply to your kind inquiry, "have any white children attended my school Y"

there have been altogether eleven (11) white children connected with the school, eight
girls and three boys. The averag ~ attendance has been seven. 'l'he third term in which
white children have been in attendance is now in ~rogress, unde~ the charge of Miss
O'Neill. I open the school in the morning , and visit it once a day, at one o'clock, to
hear the class in geography. Miss O'Neill teaches reading, writing, arithmetic, geography,
and spelling.
Miss Spalding teaches the Indians, as we can collect individuals, in reading English, Nez
Perces, writing, sewing, and history.
As to the stone church commenced by Governor Lyon, I have to say I know not by
what authority he commenced the building , or by what funds he promised to build it.
The Indians, to the number of some forty, whom he employed to assist, promising to pay
them as soon as the walls were finished, have not been paid, as the governor started early
one morning after, not "a wild goose," but wild duckR, and the poor Indians cannot find
him. He said he was to buil•J the church to get rid of a "nasty mission claim." He did
not consult me as to the place, or the material. The church, which he also called a
school-house, is not finished, a11d the walls are falling down.
As to the" New Lyonsdale," I have to say the whol e thing is a disgrace to any man.
What I know of it is as follows, to wit :
Some time in August, 1864, Governor Lyon, being at Lapwai, requested me to hire for
him two Indians and a canoe to go to Lewiston, and wished me to accompany him.
Although quite feeble, I consented. He showed much peevishness and want of sense,
and seemed determined to run the canoe on dry land to Lewiston. On reaching Hortwai,
six miles from C. agency, be stopped, and walked all over the little bottom, examining it,
and stepped upon a little point and said, "This I name New Lyonsdale; this shall be my
borne; here I will build my dwelling of stone, and over the river I will build a honse for
you. I have more influence at Washington than any other man. I got my appointment
from headquarters. Do not depend upon the Pacific senators. I will get the reservation
line, which divides the little bottom, moved up so as to leave the whole bottom outt>ide
* These are not able yet to sign.
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the reservation; and I will get for you, as an old pioneer, a donation of a section of land,
a,; has been donftted to ~ir. Craig and many others, a half section here to extend over the
river, and a half section opposite L ~wi:::;tou, and all I will ask for my services it< this
quarter. Let us !"ee how much the Inrli~tns will ask?" The Indians, or rather Noah,
agreed to take$ 150 for that si,!e, and $100 for the opposite si.le, but wished to see his
brother. He did so, and returned to see G ,w ernor Lyon next day, and fur several times,
but the governor was never ready to make the payment.
Respectfully submittej,
H. H. SPALDING.
Senator NESMITH,

Chairman of Committee of Irwestigation Indian Reserv.1tion .

F.
Borst CITY, IDAHO TERRITORY, September 14, 1865.
SIR : The Spokane and Camr d'Alene Inrlians, in all about 500 to 600, very much like the
Nez Perces, cultivate land abont the mission, and need a flour and saw mill, and an agent
to protect tht>m in their rights from encroachments, and they need farming tools. They
reside north of the Nez Perces over 100 miles.
The Nez Perce3 Indians, numbering about 3,000, are located on their reserve near Lewiston, arc peaceable, industrious and quiet, and would be contented if the stipulations of
their treaty were carried out, and they were paid their annu ities, which has not been done
for three years, of which I am cognizant; and I have been requested by that excellent
Indian lawyer, their head chief, to urge in their behalf that justice be done them.
In the part of the Territory south and east of Salmon river are about 1,000 Indians
somewhat domesticated, straggling about near the settlements, and about 8,000 to 9,000
wandering around in the mountains, obtaining a precarious and scanty subsistence, and
make excursions tor plunder frequently among settlers. These are the 8hoshonees or Snake
Indians.
There is a valley about four miles from Boise City containing about 8,000 acres of good
agricultural land surrounded with mountain pasturage for many miles of extent, which
would make a good reservation for these Indians, who are disposed generally to work for
a living. It would cost, to carry out the design properly, about the same number of
employes and amount of appropriation as is provided in the treaty with the Nez Perces,
as per treaty of June 11. 18b5. Yet it will undoubtedly be most proper to adopt the plan
of congregating these Indians upon the reservation, same as at Round valley, in Califoruia, and the annuities necessary fur their use to be distributed according to the best
jurlgment of s~me practical and prudent man acting as agent.
,
The whole Territory is divided into counties by the legislature, all of which, except two
at tbe extreme northern part, are organized and being settled quite fast, which makes it
very necessary that prudent and efficient measures be adopted to conciliate these Indians,
who are necessarily driven from their hunting-grounds and deprived of their accustomed
means of making or getting a sustenance.
ReEptctfully submitted.
A. L. DOW.:;rER, Clerk Supreme Court.
Ron. J. W. NESMITH,
U. S. Senator, en route for Washington, D. C.

G.-Statement slwwincr
the annuity goods purchased in New York and Baltimore in 1863 and 1864, wit!~ prices, with my requisition
5
if 1863, in columns injuxtapositionfur comparison.
<:>

,t:>

Purchases made in 1863.
Name of tribes.

· Walla-Walla. Cayuse, and Umatillas.

~-

When and where
purcltased.
New York, June
24, 1~63.

•

Baltimore, June,
1863.

I

Artides purchased.

Amount.

Superint-endent's requisition
dated September 24, 1863.

o.O
..,.,

5&

s

~

<<:>

6 pair 3-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, at $11 ...... .
5 pairs 2t·point scarlet Mackinac blankets, at $10 ...... .
3 pairs 3-point indigo Mackinac blankets, at $10 50 .....
4 pairs 2t-point indigo 1\fackiuac blankets, at $8 50 .....
400t yards checks, stripes, and
plaids, at 30 cents ......... .
790t yards hickory shirting,
at30cents ................ .
725 yards ticking, at 40 cents.
1,85!H yards calico, Merrimac,
at 22 cents ............... .
1,098t yards brown sheeting,
at 25 cents ..•..............
27 pound8 cotton thread, at
60 cents .................. .
332t yards heavy twilled,
mixed jeans, at 60 cents ....
600 yards brown cotton duck,
at 40 cents ..•..............
2 G. G. buttons, $9; 2 thousand needles, $4 .......... .
1 pair wrappers, $4 ; baling,
$14 78 ...... - ............. .
25 dozen 4 quart pans, at $2 ..
30 dozen tin cups, at 80 cents.
250 dozen fish-hooks, at 5 cents.
62 dozen fish-lines, at 20 cents.
50 dozen scissors, at $1 ...... .
33 dozen shears, at $1 50 .... .
8 dozen black handle butcher
knives, extra, at $6 ........ .
4 dozen fancy mirrors, extra,
at $5 ..................... .
6 dozen steel weeding hoes,
(handled,) extra, at $8 .....

$66 00
50 00
31 50
34 00
120 15
237 15
290 00
409 09
274 63
16 20
199 50
240 00
13 00
18
50
24
12
12
50
49

78
00
00
50
40
00
50

Purchases made in 1864.

_.,'<:!
>:l >:l

For purchase of harness for
ponies .................... . $1, 000
For small2-horse steel ploughs.
500
For grain sickles ............ _
200
For assorted tin ware ....... .
200
For blanketH ............... . 2, 500
For htavy cotton sheeting ... . 1, 000
For woollen Iinsey .......... .
tlOO
For Merrimac prints ........ .
800
For scarlet cloth ............ .
200
For blue cloth .............. .
200
For woollen shawls, small. .. .
500
For thread, buttons, needles,
&c ...•.......•...........•.
100

When and where
purchased.

J

Articles purchased.

IAmo'nt.

New York, May 11,532 yards unbleached do31, 1861.
me;,tic sheeting, at 35 cents . $536 20
3,578 yards Merrimac, at 25
cPnts ..................... 894 50
43 yards sand list scarlet cloth,
at $2 90 ................... 124 70
79 yards sand list blue cloth,
at$2 75 ................... 217 il5
6i dozen extt·a large wool
shawl~. at$48 .............
312 00
930t yards stripe~. at 40 cents. 372 20
400 yards ticking, at 50 cents. 200 00
40 ponud:; cotton thread, at
$1 50 ......... - ... ---.-.--.
60 00
9 pounds sewing thread, at $2.
]8 00
3 G. G. buttons, at $4 50 .....
]3 50
Baling ......................
26 65
Baltimore.
No 15 t~t$1~~~- ~:.e.~l~~: -~~s_o_r_t:~~.
date.
15 00
413 dozen knitting pins, at 25
cents ......................
12 00
14 dozen 6-quart pans, at $6 ..
84 00
20 dozen2-quart pans, at $1 75.
35 00
60 tin kettles, at 83 cents .....
49 80
20 dozen tin cups, at 90 cents.
18 00
Packages, Btrapping, and cartage .......................
11 20

>-

'"d
'"d

M

ztj
H

~

48 00
20 00
48 00

~

J-1.

G.-Statement showing the annuity goods purchased in New York and Baltimore,

~c.-Continued.
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Purchases made in 1863.
Name of tribes.
When and where
purchased.
Walla-Walla, Cay·j Baltimore, June,
use, and Umatil186:3.
las-Continued.

I

Articles purchased.

Amount.

Superintendent's requiRition
dated September 24, 1863.

New York, June
24, 1863.

Baltimore, June,
1863.

~~
::l <l>

When and where
purchased.

so»<
)<!

<<l>

228 fry pans, at 22 cents ..... .
168 dozen iron table spoons,
at 25 cents .............. - ..
6 dozen light chopping axes,
extra, with handles, at $12 ..
Packing, Btrapping, cartage,
&c . ........•...

6 pairs 3-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, at $11 ...... .
5 pairs 2t-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, at $10 50 ....
3 pairs 3-point indigo Mackinac blankets, at $10 50 ....
2 pairs 2!-point indigo Mackinac blankets, at $8 50 ... _..
427t yards checks, stripes, and
plaids, at 30 cents ......... .
1,074 yards hickory shirting,
at 30 cents ................ .
769t yards ticking, at 40 cents.
1,897 yards calico, Merrimac,
at 22 cents ............... .
1,016 yards brown sheeting,
at 25 cents ......... - ..... .
333 yards heavy twilled,
mixed jeans, at 60 cents._ ..
400 yards brown cotton duck,
at 40 cents ...... - .. - ...... .
27 pounds cotton thread, at
60 cents .... _....... - ..... .
2 G. G. buttons, $9; 2 thousand needles, $4 ........ - ..
1 pair wrappers .......... - ..
Baling········-·--·-········
25 dozen 4 quart pans, at $2 ..
30 dozen tin cups, at 80 cents.
8 dozen black handle butcher
knives, extra, at $6 ..••..•..

Articles purchased.

Amo'nt.

$50 10
42 00
72 00
21 50
$8, ooo•i

2, 500 00
ConfE'derated tribes
and bands in middle Oregon.

Purchases made in 1864.

oo;:;
..... oo

..-<l>

66 00
50 00
31 50
17 00
128 25
322 20
307 80
417 34
254 00
199 80
160 00
16 20
13 00
4 00
12 91
50 00
24 00
48 00

For Sale~ blank~ts ..........
For Mernmac prmts ... - .. --.
For brown s~eeting .• -- ... -..
For blue demms - .... -- . . . . . .
For thread, linen, and cotton,
assorted ....... - .. --.-.--.For assorted needles - ..... --.
For assorted buttons . . . . . . . .
For knitting pins, assorted - . .
For shaw Is, assorted - .. - .. -- .
l<'or tobacco ....... -·-····...
For matches - .. -- ... - .... -.For teams, (oxen) ........... For chains ...... --·-··-----For nails, 6d, 8d, and 10d - . . .
For spades, Ames's med. sizes.
For ploughs, small, strong, 2
horHes, steel .... - .... - .....
For harness, Htrong, plain, and
cheap, suitable for small
ponies ... .
For axes ....... - .. - ...... - - For grain cradles
Foc hoes, strong . --- . - ...... .

2,oooll
800
1, 000 [
500

100
50
50
25
200
300
60
1, 600
100
200
50

$3,000 00
New York, May
31, 1864.

1

I
1

II

Baltimore, June
2, 1864.

400
400
50
65
50

I

NflwYork, May
25, 1864.

3,591 yards Me-rrimac calico,
at 25 cents ................ .
1,575 yards unbleached domestic sheeting, at 35 cents .
1,258 yards blue denims, at
36 cents .... . ........... - ..
50 pounds cotton thread, at
$1 50.----·--- .. -- ____ _.___ _
9 pounds linen thread, at $2 ..
693 yards stripes, at 40 cents ..
395t yards ticking, at 20 cts .. .
10 G. gross buttons, at $4 50 .. .
2t dozen extra large wool
shawls, at $48 ............. .
Baling---------·-----·--·--17 thousand needles, assorted,
at $:3.-.--------.--------.100 dozen knitting pins, at 25
cents.-------------······21 kegs nails, at $8----------·
3t dozen polished cast steel
spades, at $14 50 .......... .
4 dozen handled axes, extra,
at $15 .. -·--·····-·· ..... .
5 dozen extra strong hoes, at
$10. - · ·· .. . ·· --- . . ...... -.
Packing, strapping, cartage,
&c- ·········-·-·····-·-··
4 boxes lump tobacco, 416
pounds, at 75 cents ....... .
Cartage .. __ ................ .

897 75
551 25
452 88
75
18
277
197
45

00
00
20
75
00

108 00
27 17
51 00
25 00
168 00
50 75
60 00
50 00
20 25
312 00
25

~

'"0
'"0
t_:!j

z

t1
H

~

500 dozen fish-hooks, at 5 cts.
125 dozen fish-lines, at 20 cts.
50 dozen scissors, at. $1 . ..... .
33 dozen shears, at $J. 50 .... .
3 dozen fancy mirrors, extra,
at $5 ..................... .
6 dozen steel weeding hoes,
(handled,) extra. at $8 .... .
228 ft·y pans, at 22 cents ..... .
168 dozen iron table spoons,
at 25 cents . ............... .
10 dozen half axes, at $5 .... .
Packing, strapping, cartage,
&c .•.•......

25
25
50
49

00
00
00
50

15 00
48 00
50 10
42 00
50 00
23 40

_ _I

-s, ooo

2, 500 00
Callapooias, Molallas, and Clacka·
mas.

New York, June
24, 1863.

Baltimore, June,
1863.

2 pairs 3-point scarlet Mackinac blanket:<, at $11 . _.... .
5_pairs 2!-point scarlet Mackinac blankets, at $10 ..... . .
6 pairs 3-point indigo Mackinac blankets, at $10 50 . ...
5 pairs 2t-point indigo Mackinac blankets, at $8 50 .....
39H yard~ checks, stripes,
and plaids, at 30 cents .....
1,097 yards hickory shirting,
at 30 cents ................ .
719! yard~ ticking, at 40 cents.
1,959 yards calico, Merrimac,
at22 cents ................ .
1,012 yards brown sheeting,
at25 cents ...... . ...... . .. .
33H yards heavy twilled
mixed jeans, at 60 cents ....
400 y~-trd:s brown cotton duck,
at 40 cents . ............... .
28 pounds cotton thread, at
60 cents .................. .
2 G. gross buttons, $9; 2
thousand nPedles, $4 ...... .
1 pair wrappers.······-·····
Baling ..................... .
25 dozen 4-quart pans, at $2 ..
30 dozen tin cups, at 80 cents
8 dozen black handle butcher
knives, extra, at $6 ....... .
·50 dozen scissors, at $1 . . .... .
33 dozen shears, at $1 50 .... .
2 dozen fancy mirrors, extra,
at $5

22 00
50 00
63 00
42 50
117 45
329 10
287 80
430 98
253 00
198 90
160 00
16 80
13
4
11
50
24

00
00
47
00
00

48 00
50 00
49 50
10 00

For blankets ............... .
l!'or woollen cloth ·(heavy)
for coats and pants ........ .
For flannel, gray, coarse,
and heavy ................ .
For Iinsey, $200; calico, Merrimac, $300 ............... For shawls, small, woollen .. .
For unbleached skeeting . . .. .
For yarn ................... .
For linen, thread, buttons,
needles, and knitting pins,
assort~d .................. .
For shoes for men and women, coarse .............. .
For hats for men, eoarse wool.
For harness, small, cheap, and
suitable for ponies ........ .
For grain cradles ........... .
For cut nails, 6d, 8d. and 10d
For mowing scythes and
sheaths ............... . .. .
For hoes, strong . ........... .
For ~pades. Ames's ca8t steeL
For hay fork8 ........ . ..... .
For camp kettleR, iron, tin
pans, 4 and 6 quarts, and
tin cups ....... . .......... .
Fo1· grain sickles, $50 ; axeB,
$75. ········· .... --· ·······
For plough~, small, strong,
steel, 2-horse ............. .
For cow8 and heifers ........ .
For ox teams ............. ..
For chains, $75; tobacco, $75.

3, 387 25

1

II New
York,
31, 1864.

478 yards heavy red twilled
flannel, at 65 cents ........ .
600
2t dozen extra large shawls,
at$48 : ................... .
300
1,195 yards Merrimac calieo,
at 25 cents . ............... .
500
741 yards heavy brown sheet200
ing, at 35 eents ........... .
300
259 yards stripes, at 40 cents ..
50
50 yards ticking, at 50 cent~ ..
18 pounds linen thread, nt $2 . .
7 pounds cotton threa;d, at $1 50
100
ii G. gross buttons, at $4 50 .. _
70 pairs men's brogans, at
200
$1 65 .................... ..
lOU
60 pairs women's shoes, at
$1 45- .... - .. - .. - - .... - . - ..
3 dozen hats, at $25 ........ ..
100 !
Baling ..................... .
500
100 . I May 25, 1864 .... 1 box lump tobacco, 105 lbs.,
at 75 cents ................ .
50
Cartage .................... .
50 .1 Baltimore, June 5 thousand needles, at $3 ... ..
50 1
2, 1864.
48 dozen knitting pins, at 25
cents .......•..............
25
8kegsnails, at $8 .......... ..
5 dozen extra strong hoes, at
100
$10 . ...... ················
3 dozen polished ca8t steel
spades, at $14 50 ......... ..
125
2 dozen cast steel pronged
250
bay forks, at $12 50 ....... .
375
6 ne~ts iron kettles, assorted,
at $8 50 ................... .
1, 200
150
4 dozen 4-quart pans, at $2 25.
2, 500

May

310 70
108 00
298 75
259 35
10:3 60
25 00
36 00
10 50
27.00

~

'"C
'"C
t<.:l

z0

>..;

~

115 50
87 00
75 00
18 60
78 75
25
15 00
12 00
64 00
50 00
43 50
25 00
51 00
9 00

~
~

G.-Statement showing the annuity goods purclwsed in New York and Baltimore,

~c.-Continued.
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Name of tribes.

.0,

Purchases made in 1863.

I
I When and where

Articles purchased.

Amount.

~~

P"'
oP<

s~

purcha~ed.

Callapooias, Molallas, and Clackamas-Continued.

<lj

Baltimore, June,
1863.

,

Purchases made in 1864.

o'O

-+"'0
""'"'

Superintendent's requi~ition
dated September 24, 1863.

10 dozen steel weeding hoes,
(handled,) extra, at $8 ...•.
22~ fry pans, at 22 cents ......
168 dozen iron table spoons,
at 25 cents .................
6 dozen light chopping axes,
(handled,) at $12 ...........
Packing, strapping, cartage,
&c .......................

For butcher knives ..........
$80 00 For matches .................
50 10 I
42

oo

72 00
24 40
2, 500

oo

$50
25

When and where
purchaBed.

Articles purchased.

Baltimore, June
2, 1864.

7 dozen 6 -quart pans, at $6 _..
10 dozen tin cups, at 90 cents.
5 dozen grain sickles, at $10 ..
4 dozen handled axes, extra,
at $15. ..... . ........ ......
20 dozen butcher knives, at
$3 50 ............ -- . . . . . . ..

1

I

$42 00
9 00
50 00
60 00
70 00

I p':;;~'"•·. '-''"P_P'-"_•·•.""''•.·:.

I

" 50
1
2,079 00

[S.ooo [

1

Amo'nt.

I

G.-Statement showing tlz.e annuity goods purclwsed in New York and Baltimore,

~c.-Continued.
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Purchases made in 1864.
Name of tribes.

Superintendent's requisition dated September
24, 1863.

U mpquas and Callapooias For blankets ................ - .... --.·.--------.

of Umpqua Valley.

For woollen cloth, heavy, for pants and coats .. .
For Iinsey ........................... · - ....... .

~~~ ~~~~:.l~£~~~~;:a~~:~:~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~::::::::::::::::

For brown sheeting .................... · · · .... .
For shoes for men and women, coarse .......... .
For hats for men, coarse ........... -.- ... ·- .. - ..
For Htocking yarn, linen thread, knitting needles,
needles, &c ................................. .
For harnesB, small and cheap, suitable for ponies.
For cut-nails, 6d, Sd, and LOd ................. ..
For axes, $25; matches, $20; hoes, $25 ......... .
For ox teams ...............•..................

Amountto 1 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - : - - - - - beexpended., 'Vhen and where purchased.
Amount.
Articles purchased.
$500
300
150
100
100
100
50
50

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

so 00
150
50
70
600

00
00
00
00

Total ............................... ·1
--;::i(j(j(j()

New York, May31, 1864 ..,.. 365 yarcls Merrimac calico, at 25 cents ............ .
168 yards unbleached domestic sheeting, at 35 cents 20 pounds linen thread, at $2 ..................... .
13 pounds cotton thread, at $1 50 ................. .
15 pairs men'~ brogam, at $L 65 ................ -.
10 pairH vvomen's shoes, at $1 15 ................. .
2 dozen hatH, at $25 .............................. .
145-l yards stripes, at 40 cents ................... ..
Baling ......................................... .
Baltimore, June 2, 1864 ..... 3.000 needles, assorted, at $3 ..................... .
48 dozen knitting pins, at 25 cents ................ .
5 kegs nails, at $8 ............................... .
2 dozen handled axes, extra, at $15 ............... .
2! flo zen extra strong hoes, at $10 ................ .
Packing, strapping, cartage, &c ................. .
'l'otal. ................................. I

~
1-t:::l
1-t:::l

~

~1~

~00
~00

HOO
~~

MOO
0000
~00

300
900
~00
~00
~00
~00

400
480 00

..

Umpquas,
band.)

(Cow-Creek

~~~ ~l~~~~:::1ii~:::
::~ ~~: :~: :::::::::::::::
For shoes
men and women, heavy .. ___ . _.. .

for
For nails, 6d, 8d, and 10d ....... _.. __ ... _...... :

'250
100
100
50
50

00 /I' New York, May 31, 1864. _..
00
00
00 1
00 '·
Baltimore, Jun e 2, 1864 .....

165 yards unbleached domestic sheeting, at 35 cents·
411 yards Merrimac calico, at 25 cents ..... - .... --·
15 pairs men's brogans, at $1 65 .. ___ ............ -.
10 pairs women's shoes, at $1 45 .... _ . . .......... .
118 yards stripes, at 40 cents ...... _._ ............ .

~~~~~~ ~~iis:·at-$8:::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Cartage ....................... . ................ .

'.rotal ................................ · - --00
550
Shasta, Scotons,
Umpquas.

and

For blankets .............................. . .. _.
For heavy gray fl annel for shirts .... .. . ........ .
For woollen yarn ............................. .
~'or calico, Merrimac ......................... .
For unbleached sheeting, heavy ........ .... . . .. .
For linen thread, buttons, knitting needles, and
needles ................................. _. _..
For shoes, mf'u and women, heavy ............ .
Fur nailR, 6d, 8d, and 10d ..................... _..
For axes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... .
For ox teams ................................. .
For chains .. __ ........................... . ... _.
For butcher knive8 ........................... ..
For watches ... .......... ..................... .
For tobacco .................................. .
For hoes, strong ................... ·.......... _.
Total. .............................. .

Rogue River Indians .... For blankets .. .. - ............................. .
For woollen cloth, heavy, for coats and pants ... .
For gray flannel, heavy ....................... .
For calico, Merrimac ......................... _.
For sheeting, unbleached, heavy ............. _..
For woollen yarn, coarse ........ ...... ........ .
I!' or linen thread, buttons, needles, &c .......... .
For shoes, men and women, heavy ............ _
For nails, 6d, 8d, 10d, $75; axes, $50 ........... .
For ox teams. $500; chains, $50 ................ .
For butcher knives, $25; matches, $25 .......... .
:For tobncco, $25; hoes, strong, $25 ............ .
Por cows and heifers ...................... _... .
Total.. .............................

·I

500
200
50
200
100

00
00
00
00
00

50
75
75
50
500
50
25
25
25
25

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

TotaL ................................ .
New York, May 31, 1864 .... 741 yarf!s Merrimac calico, at 25 cents.-----~---.-287 yards unbleached domestic sheeting, at 3:.> cents .
156 yards stripes, at 40 cents ......... -- .. -.-.----fi lb,. linen thread, $12; 10 lbs. cotton thread, $15 ..
3G. gross buttons, at$4 50 ..........
25 pairs men's brogans, at $L 65 ...... - .... ------.20 ~airs women's shoes, at $1 45 ...... ---.-.-.---Bahng ......................................... .
New York, May25, 1864 ... . 33lbs. lump tobacco, 75 cts., $24 75; cartage, 25 cts. l
Baltimore, June 2, 1864 ... . 7 kegs nails, $8, $56; 2, 000 needles, as::;ortecl, $3, $6.
16 dozen knitting pins, at 25 cents .... ------------4 doz en handled axes, extra, at $15 ... ------- ·----7 dozen butcher knives, at $3 50 ..... ---.---·----2-j- dozen extra strong hoes, at $10 ... - ... - .. -.---.
Packing, strapping, cartage, &c ...... ------------.

---·-···-·-·· j

57
102
24
14
47
3
48
2

75
75
75
50
20
05
00
00

300 00
185
100
62
27
13
41
29
6
25
62
4
60
24
25
9

25
45
40
00
50
25
00
15
00
00
00
00
50
00
50

~

"t::

1-c;j

trJ

z

tl

1-o

2, 000 00
500
200
200
200
200
50
50
75
125
550
50
50
250

'l'otal. .................... _ ........... .

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

2, 500 00

New York, Mny 31, 1864 .... 742 yards Merrimac calico, at 25 cents .. -.--.- ....
369 yards unbleached domestic sheeting, at 35 cents.
45 yards ticking, at 50 cents, $22 50; 152-! yard>!
stripes, at 40 cents, $6L ........... - . -.. -- . --.-.
Sibs. linen thread, $16; 10 lbs. cotton thread, $15 ..
3 G. gross button8, $13 50; 25 pairs men's brogans,
at $1 65. $41 25 ................... _ ........... .
20 pairs women's shoes, a1. $1 45, $29; baling, $6 10 .
New York, May 25, 1864 ... . 33 lbs. lump tobacco, 75 cts., $24 75; cLLrtage, 25 cts.
Baltimore, June 2, 1864 .... . 7 kegs nail>!, at $8. . . . . . . - ........... - ........... ·r
4 dozen handled axes, extra, at $15 ... _ ... --.---- ..
7 dozen butcher knives, at. $3 50 ..... _ . . . . . . . . . . . .
2t dozen extra strong hoes, at $10 .... - --.- .. ----- - ~
Packing, strapping·, cartage, &c .... . _ . . . . . . . . . . . .

!I

Total.. ................. ·_:_~~.-

675 00

~

185 50
129 15
83 50
3). 00
54
35
25
56
60
24

75
10
00
011
00
50
~5 00 .
9 50

.-·---- - ~---7190o
t..,:)

Cl
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APPENDIX.

THE CHIVINGTON MASSACRE.
WASHINGTON, Tuesday, llfarch 7, 1865.
Samuel G. Colley sworn and examined.
By Mr. DooLITTLE :
Question. What is your age ?
Answer. I was fifty-seven last December.
Question. Are you agent for the Cheyennes and Arapahoes?
Answer. I am.
Question. How long have you acted as such ?
Answer. M.v commission dates from July, L861. I filed my bonds October, 1861.
Que:;tion. When did you go upon the ground where they are located?
Answer. I went upon the ground in August, 1861.
Question. Have you been in charge of those Indians, as agent, ever since?
Answer. I have.
Question. St;tte in brief terms about where they are located.
Answer. Theil' reservation commences at a point fifteen miles south of Fort Lyon;
thence up the Ark\tnsas river north to a point on the north bank of the Arkansas, some
twenty-five miles above Fort Lyon; it then runs down till it strikes the old line of New
Mexico, follows that line due north till it intersects a certain line described in the treaty,
thence north till it strikes Sand creek, thence down Sctnd creek to the place of beginning,
including the fort. The resP.rvation is in the form of a triangle.
Question. Have the Arilpahoes a reservation adjoining the Cheyennes?
A-nswer Yes; the tract which I have described is divided in two, half for the Cheyenms an::l h ttlf for the Arapahoes, the Cheyennes taking the west part of it.
Que:;tion. About how many of those Cheyennes are there, according to your best estimate?
Answer. I have enumerated them as well as I could. We have had, when I have given
them some presents, between 200 and 300 lodges of Cheyennes there at a time, and something over 200 lodges of Arapahoes. There is another band that were not satisfied with
the treaty who ran north of the Platte and have never come down there to mingle with
these Indians much. Some of them may have been on the reservation, but they do not
claim that as their reservation ; they claim land north.
Question. Are those Chqennes or Arapahoes ?
Am;wer. A band of each.
Question. Do the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, any of them, live in houses?
Answer. No; they live wild.
Question. Do they have any kind of tents or skins, or· anything of that sort, for shelter?
Answer. They build a tent of buffalo skins on lodge poles, very much like a Sibley tent.
Question. They move about from place to place?
Answer. Yes; they move about; wherever the game goes they go.
Question. They are nomadic ?
Answer. F.ntirely so. They break up into parties of twenty or thirty.
Que8tion. What was the occasion of the recent difficulty between our people and the
Cheyennes and Arapahoes?
Answer. It commenced early last spring on the Platte. There was a collision there between the Indians and the soldiers. I am not able to say which party was the aggressor;
the claim there is differently made, the Indians claiming one way and the soldiers the
other.
Question. Was there much fighting- then?
Answer. Not much fighting; they were small parties. I think.Major Downing went
out first and destroyed a few lodges, and killed one man and took some of their ponies. I
heard immediately that there had been a fight there, and knowing that it is very difficult
to keep one party of Indians from fightin~ when their brethren are at it, I went 240 miles
tu find the Arapahoes and Cheyennes. I found the former, and explained as well as I could
that there bad been trouble between some soldiers and Indians, and asked them if they knew
anything about the cause of it. They said they did not; they had not heard of it. They
told me at that time that they did not want any trouble with the whites; that if there had
been trouble over there they were not to blame for it. They called those Indians that ran
north their dog soldiers. They did not pretend to have much control over them. They
pledged me solemnly that if the whites would not follow them up and fight them they would
remain peace<~.ble and quiet. Coming back I met a party of Cheyenne~; and told them the
same. They said they would go over towards the Platte and g et those Indians in, and get
them away. I told them to go over on the Arkansas, their country, and if they behave_d them-
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seives they should be protected as far as I could protect them . The very day that I saw them
there an.other party of soldi ers came out from Denver, some of the first Colorado regi.
ment, that were sent out by Colouel Chivington, I suppose, and they followed up these Indians some 200 miles, and came in collbion with them over on Smoky Hill, in the lntffalo
country. They had quite a fight there, the Indians claiming that t.hey were attacked, and
the soldiers claiming that. they were attacked. I do not know how that was. One of
their mairi chiefs was killed at that time . After that there were depredations committed.
Qnestion By the Iudi>~.ns upon the whit es?
Answer. Yes; th ey came up to work the reservation. Some parties came up, drove in
the stock of the contractor, killed two of his men. We supposed at tha t time the Indians were united against us . that the whole country was goin~ to be at war, anri they wonld
unite. Previous to this, however, som e Sioux Indians bad been laboring with the Cheyennes and Arap thoes to get th em to join them, but they disclaimed any idea of it. I got
a circular from Governor Evans, in June, reque8ting me to send out runners and invite all
friendly Indi ans of the Cheyennes a nd Arapahoes who belon~ed to the southern bands, as
he called them, aud to my band, into Fort Lyon, and there feed and protect them. I did
so. I Sfmt out one particular Indian who remained there all the while, only as I sent him
out. I sent out my interpreter. I sent out Colonel William Bent, who has a wife, a Cheyenne Equaw. He has been in that country thirty or forty ye ars. He came back and said
that he had seen Black Kettle, the he~td chief of the Cheyennes, and that th ey had promised to come in; that they did not want any trouble ; were willing to cease hostilities and
get all the war parties in that were out and would come up. In the last of September
the one-eyed Indian whom I hari sent out carne in. He said the Indians had three orfour
white prisoners with them whom they wanted to give up, and if we would go out we could
get them. Major Wynkoop went out with a command of 100 men, had an interview with
them, brought in th eir main chief, and brought in four prisoners whom they had, one
young lady and three children. They expresf'ed a desire to be friendly. ::v.t:Hjor Wynkoop
went to Denver, took them up to Governor Evans, and had an interview ; I was not present. They came back again ; they went out to their lodges towards Smoky Hill ; brought
in about 100 lodges of Cheyennes, aud about the same number of Arapahoes came into
Fort Lyon; and Major Wynkoop issued them half rations for a time Soon General Curtis
relieved Major Wynkoop, ordered him to report to headquarters at Leavenworth or Fort
Rilt>y, I am not sure which, and placed Major Anthony in command, with orders to fi~ht
these Indians; that there could be no peace until they were chastised, as I understood the
order. Major Anthony came up, looked the matter over, and said, "It is different from
what I expected here; I supposed these Indians were riding in here ma.kiug demands, and
you were obliged to give in to them. I cannot fight them." He called a council of them.
He told them what his orders were, and told them he wanted them to give np their 1ums
and their stolen horses. They came in in about two hours, baTing seen their tril.Jes, and
gave up their bows and arrows and perhaps four or five field guns, and a dozen br fiftten
government horses and mules ; and he fed them for fifteen day;;, I think, on prisoner8'
rations. He considered them his prisoners and gave them prisoners' rations. This continued for 'some days. Not hearing from General Curtis he got a littleafrairl, and told them to
go down to Sand creek until he heard from General Curtis. They were in frequeutly;
Black Kettle was in three days before the attack, and Major Anthony and I made up a
purse and bought tobacco for them, thinking it was better to keep them peaceable
We
had them right there, and there was no use going to fight those lndi-tns at that time, as
they were friendly. There they remained till Colonel Chi vington came down with his
regiment.
Question. When was that?
Answer. It was the 28th of November, 1864,-I think.

By Mr. NESMITH :
Que3tiou. How many of the Indians were there, and did the number embrace both Cheyennes and Arapahoes?
Answer. About one-half of each tribe were there.
Question. Where were the rest?
Answer. 'rhey were, I suppose, on Smoky Hill-! know some of th em were-and scattered around through the country.
Question. Were any E>till up on the emigrant route on the"Platte?
Answer. I suppose there might have been some on the Platte. We did not know that
Colonel Chivington was coming there until the morning he came in. We had had no mail
from Denver for over three weeks, I think. We dirl not know what trouble there was,
and were afraid the Indians had gone off and cut off the settlements above. 'l'he evening
before he came in some one came down and said he had seen some camp-fires above, and
he thought they were the Kioway Indians. He knew they were not our Indians, for if

28

APPENDIX.

they were they would have come to see him. He came down and reported to the major
that camp-fires were there, and he was fearful the Ki0way Indians had come in. The
major sent out scouts and found that it was Colonel Cbivington's command coming from
Denver. He came iu in the morning, and that evening marched for their camp at 8
o'clock. The results I do not know person:.llly. I was not there .
Question. In the mean time did any orders come from General Curtis?
Answer. Not that I know of. I did .ask Colonel Chivington that night if there was no
hope that peace could be made with these Indians. He informed me that. General Curtis
had telegraphed him that it might be done on certain conditions; that h; to say, they
should deliver up property they had Rtoltm, make restitution in ponies fvr those they had
not got, and deliver up their desperadoes who had been making raids.
By 1\fr. DOOLITTLE :
Question. You think about one-half of the Cheyennes and one-half of the Arapahoes
were there in camp?
Answer. Yes, sir.
QnestiorL Of these, what proportion were of their warriors?
Answer. I should think an equal portion of tbeir 0 warriors were with them.
By Mr. Ross:
Question. Half of the warriors of the two tribes ?
Answer. I ehould think there were. So far as I know, the young men vf the bands who
were with them were there. There were warriors, and women and children too.
By Mr. DoOLITTLE:
Question. The warriors belonging to these particular bands were not away?
Answer. Not to my knowledge. The other Indians, those who were away, were away
with their families.
Question. Do they always take their women and children with them?
Answer. Not always. They le<tve their women and children when they go out on a
war expedition. They were encamped at that time about eighty miles from the others on
the Smoky Hill, in the buffctlo country.
By Mr. HuBBARD :
Question. When they go on a hunt, do they take their squaws and chi!dren ?
AnBwer. They move their squaws and children to the butfctlo country when they go to
hunt. When they go on a war party they leave them behind.
By llr. Ross :
Question. When you speak of a lodge, you mean a family?
Answer. Yes; a lodge will contain five on an average. We call a lodge five souls.
By Mr. NESliiiTH:
Question. Do you know anything about the attack?
Answer. I was not there. I only know whfl.t I heard from officer~ who were there.
Question. How did you regard those Indians who were in that tncampment?
Answet·. I reg-arded them as at that time friendly.
Question. What had been their conduct previous to that? Had they been murdering
settlers, and robbing, and committing dPpredations?
Answer. These Cheyennes had not. They might have had some among them that bad
been.
Question. Colonel Chivington spoke to you of some desperadoes among the Indians;
did yon know of any of that character there ?
Answer. I did not know of any of that ch:nacter. There might have been some who
were out with the Arap:thoes. It was said there had been S'lme there that were out.
Question. Was it your understanding that they made restitution of all stolen property
prior to the attack?
Answer. The Arapahoes said they gave up all their government property. I think
they had property belonging to citizens which they did not give up.
Question. Did they give up all their arms?
Answer. I am not able to say. I think it is doubtful whether they did. We did not
think, at the time, that they did give up all their arms.
Question. How many guns did they give up?
Answer. But very few. They had not many guns. I thought they had more guns than
they Lrought in and gave up.
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By l.1r. HuBBARD :
Question. Even if these de,perate Indians ware there among them, you would hardly
have known it yourself?
Answer. No; I did not know who were there, only as the chiefs infurmed me.
By Mr.

NESMITH :

Question. Were those Indians, who gave up the young lady and three children, in that
<::ncampment?
Answer. One was there and was killed. The other was in the employ of the government at the time.
Question. Do you know that young lady's name?
Answer. Ropers.

By Mr. DooLITTLE :
Question. Did any facts come to your knowledge as to the attack ?
Answer. I have heard all the officers 1epeat it who were there.
Question. Give the current version.
Answer. I can state, according to the received version, that the commar.d marched at
8 o'clock in the evening from Fort Lyon. They attacked the village, which was 30 miles
distant, and fired into it about daylight. The Indiaus, for a while, made some resistance.
Some 0f the ehiefs did not lift an arm, but stood there and were shot down. One of them,
Black Kettle, rai,;ed the American flrtg, and raised a white flag. He was supposed to be
killed, but was not. They retreated right up the creek. They were followed up and pursue 1 and killed and butchered. None denied that they were butchered in a brutal manner,
and scalped and mutilated as bad as an Indian ever did t.o a white man. That is admitted
by the parties who did it. They were cut to pieces in almost e''ery manner and form.
Question. How many were killed there, according to the reports?
Answer. I will tell you how I got my information. There was a young half-breed who
had been in Kftnsas. He had been educated here, and came out lctst summer, for the first
time in a good many years, to the Tndians. He had been about Fort Lyon a good portion
of the Rummer When the comrnanrl CJ.me down there, my fir8t impult;e was to get him
to go up and tell these Indian:> that the troops were coming up there and might attack
them, but he had gone, the day before, out to their camp. He made an attempt to reach
the command when they began to fire, bnt was dRterred, fell back and jumped on to a
pony, behind a squaw, and rode ti.ll he overhanled a drove of ponies that they were driving off. He rode with them to the camp and was with them 14 days after they got together on Smoky Hill. He said there were 14:8 mit;s·ng when they got in. After that
quite a number came in; I cannot tell how many. There were eight who came into Fort
Lyon to us, reducing it down to about 130 missing, according to the last information I had.
By Mr.

NESliHTH :

Question. Were you on the ground after the battle ?
Answer. I was not.

By Mr.

DOOLITTLE :

Question. Did you understand that any women or children were killed?
Answer. The officers told me they killed and butchered all they came to. They saw
little papooses killed by the soldiers. Colonel Shupe was in command of the regiment ;
Colonel Chivington in command of the whole force.

By Mr. Rosa:
Question. Who commanded the troops when this massacre took place?
Answer. Colonel Chivington was in chief command.
By Mr. HIGBY:
Question. Who was in immediate command of the party where the butchery took place?
Who led the expedition?
Answer. Colonel Chivington led the expedition. I do not think there was anybody in
command; the soldiers appear to have pitched in without any command.
By Mr.

N~~SMITH:

Question. What troops were they, and where were they raised ?
Answer. They were the one-hundred-day regiment raised in Denver, with a portion of
the first Colorado regiment. The one-hundred-day men were Shupe's command as immediate colonel; Chivington was colonel of the first regiment, and took command of the
who-le force.
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By Mr. DooLITTLE :
Question. As yon learned, was it the first Colorado regiment that joined in this maseacre,
or was it the one-hundred-day men that were rai~ed?
Answer. Offieers of the first regiment told me they did not fire a gun, and would not or
could not; 8ome of their soldiers undoubtedly did.
Qnestion. Were the men who actually made a rush on the village the one-hundred-day
men?
Answer. That was so understood.
By Mr. Ross:
Question. Do I understand you that the officers had nothing to do with it?
Answer. I was told by the officers that Colonel Chivington told the men to remember
the wrongs the Indians had ioflictt-d on the wbites and to pitch in, and they just went at
it pell-mell; forty of our troops were killed and wounded; fourteen died. The Indians
would get their Jamilies ahead of them aud _then they would fall back, fighting as they
went.
By Mr. DooLITTLE:
Question. What about the property ?
Answer. From fi,·e hundred to six hundred ponies were said to be brought in, having
been taken from the Indians, and tht:>ir whole property was destroyed and they left perfectly destimte without hardly even their clothing .
·
By Mr. NEsMITH:
Question. Did you see any of the property brought in?
Answer. Yes, sir.
·
Que3tion. What did it consist of?
Answer. It cont·doted of ponies principally, and Indian dresses, and the fixings natural
about those wild Indians. They m>:~.ke their dresses out of skins and bead them off very
nicely. The drmses were sold f,Jr from twenty to thirty dollars the dress
Question. Was any of this property recognized as property "tolen from the whites?
A11Swer. There were oue or two things I saw that I knew had been stolen.
Question. Was any of the other property recognized as stolen property?
Answer. I saw a horse or two and a mule or two that were branded other brands than
Indians'. Those Indians pick up a great many horses there, and sometimes they bring
them in, but Sllmetimes they do not. When they steal a horse their usual custom itt to
trade it right off to somebody P-lse.
Question. Were there :my .Mexicfl.n dollars among that property?
Answer I do not know anything about that; I did not see any; they might have bad
some; I do not know. It must be a mistake to suppose, as has been said, that there were
as many Mexican dollars as a mule cuuld carry.
By Mr. DooLITTLE :
Question. What is the condition of those tribes now?
Answer. I have not been able to see any of them, bnt this young man s·1ys they are all
imbittered against the whites. He stys that Black Kettle, the leading chief, laughed at him
when he went out; said to him, "You are an old tool ; you ought to have stood ar.1d been
shot down as the rest of us " He made a grecLt deal of fun of him fur cumin<?; out there
and coming under our protection. 'fwo or three of their war cout,cils S;tid they bart agreed
fitst to strike the Platte and clean that out, and then strike towards Denver. They told
him he had better lea.ve the country there and get home as soon as posstble, and furni:;hed
him a horse in the night to come home. 'Ibis was the half-breed who was out this summer, of whom I have spoken.
By Mr. NESJIHTH:
Qnestion. What was his name?
.
Answer. Edward Guerrier; and Mfljor Wynkoop has his statement in writing, and I suppose it has been forwarded to the War Department.
By Mr. DoOLITTLE :
Question. What there is left of the tribe that escaped has gone north on to the Platte?
Answer. I suppose so.
By Mr. Ross:
Question. Is that outside of the reservation?
A:J?.swer. Yes, sir; these Indians have not been on the reservation much; they only come
in and see us; there is no camp there; they c'tnnot live there; they h ve to g() out and
hunt, for in that country there is no settlemeut between the Platte and the Arkansas, ahd
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none for two hundred and forty miles below us on the Arkansas, and none smith of the
Platte from us, clear to Texas; it is a buffalo country; they roam there in bands and hunt
and come into the agency two or three times a year.
By Mr. DooLITTLE:
Question. What do you say of the reservation which has been set apart for the Arapahoes and Cheyennes?
Answer. I think we can never get them on to it again ; they were killed there on it,
and they are superstitious. The reservation is the best tract of land we have in Colorado
for agricultural purposes, I think.
By Mr. Ross:
Question. How is it as to hunting and game?
Answer. There is no hunting there and no game on it, only a few animals. No buffalo
have been seen there fvr three or four years.
By Mr. DooLJTTLE:
Question. From your knowledge of the Arapahoes and Cheyennes and their character,
do you think they can be brought to settle down and live a life of agriculture?
Answer. I do not think the present generation can, to any extent. Some few of them
want to come in and live with the whites, but as a general thing they are opposed to settling down. They say their fathers hunttJd, lived, and roamed over the country; the country was all theirs, and they had plenty, but the white man has come and taken it. I think
they h>tve gone north now with their families toward the Yellowstone.
Question Have you Rn idea that they are uniting with the Sioux?
Answer. I think they a1e. The Sioux undoubtedly have been wanting them to unite
the last two years. They have told me so. They have always disclaimed it and said they
would not. They said they did not want to fight; the whites treated them well, and there
was no use of their fighting. After the first fight of which I have spoken, they told me
that if the whites let them alone they would be peaceable ; that there was no object in fighting; but still they s:tid there were young men in the party whom they could not control,
which is the fad. Tbe better portion of them cannot control all the young warriors, who
are somewhat a political class of men and who make their capital out of their bravery, and
if they have no Indians to fight they will fight somebody else.
By Mr. Ross:
Question. I understood you to say that before this massacre there was a collision, and
you could not tell which party comiDt:nced it; do you not know who shed blood first?
Answer. I heard officen; there Eay that the Indians commenced it; and I heard others
say they did not. I do not know. The Indians say they did not. They said they disarmed it ; they came up and shook hands, and took their arms away, and that is like taking
their life. That is their notion of it.
By Mr. DooLITTLE:
Question. How many were in the camp that was attacked?
Auswer. About500. There were only a few lodges of the Arapahoes that were attacked,
and befure Chivington got there with his command they heard from those who escaped and
got away. Only a few of the Arapahoes that were camped with the Cheyennes were
attacked-eight lodges. Part of them have now escaped and gone to the Kioways and Comanches, south of Arkansas.
Question. Have you any other statement to make?
AIJSwer. There was a good deal of misunderstanding among us there. At one time we supposed the Indians were all against us, and expected that they were. Indians would come in
and try to get into the camp <:t nd see us, and see what was the matter, and after we got them
in we learned these facts. An Indian whom I had two yean; ago, who speaks English, rode
up to Fort Lyon, and he saw a soldier; he hallooed to that soldier and said he wanted to see
Major Culley. He wanted to know what the tigbting all meant, and to make peace. The
soldier reported that he had been chased by an Indian and saw a number of others. vVe
supposed they were coming to commit depredations and sent a command after them, who
overhauled them, and got. near enough to fire into them, but not near enough to hurt
them. Since he has come in he has told me that he is the Indian who came there to
throw down his bow and arrow and talk to me. We did not understand, and supposed he
was coming with hostile designs. Then there is another thing. The people of Colorado
are very much down on tbe Indians. As a general thing they want their land . They are
coming iri contact univer,ally with them. If they take anything to make a fire with, a
conflict gruws up. My opinion is that white men and wild Indians cannot live in the same
country in peace.
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Question. Are there any of the Indians in Colorado that you know who can be induced
to live on and cuitivate the soil?
Annver. I do not know much about the Utes. There is a tribe of Utes over there that
I know nothing about. They are west of me in the mountains. I do not know whether
they would cultivate the soil or not.
Question. But you think it would be next to impossible to get this generation of these
Indians of the plains to settle down to cultivate the soil?
Answer. I do. They will stay with you if you feed them all the time, and there will
be no trouble; but they will not work. The squaws do all their work that is done.
Question. Do the squaws of these nomadic tribes raise any eorn or anything?
Answer. They do not raise anything. Tney depend on the bufblo. Ttat is their great
staple.
Question. What vegetables, if any, do tbey eat?
Am;wer. They like corn in any w.1y, but they do not raise any. They are fond of pumpkins and potatoes; they will eat them when you give them to them, but they never raise
~nything. We attempted to get them to work on the reservation. We laid o'ut a good
deal of money in getting a fanner there last spring, and the crops looked very fine until
this trouble broke out.
Question. How do you cultivate the crops there on the reservation ; by irrigation?
Answer. By irrigation. We had 250 acres brokert in corn on the Arkans:ts.
Question Is it a country where you have no rains during the summer season?
Answer. It rains in July. There are showers almost every day for a month.
Question. Cannot the country be cultivated without irrigation?
Answer. No, sit'. Last season wheat might have Leen raised without irrigation,
but there is no safety in it. A"i a generc1.l thing there is no attempt to raioe anything
without irrigation.
Question. At what time does the spring open there?
Answer. E<1rlier than in Wisconsin. We have but very little snow t.here. We have late
frosts there. We can plant in April or the first of May.
Question. Do you have frosts late enough to injure corn planted as early as that?
Answer. vVe have not had.
Question. How early do the frosts come in the fall?
Answer. About as early as they do in Wi:;consin -the la3t of September or first of
October.
Question. With irrigation \vhat productions c.tn you rai.se ; for instance, on the Arapaho
and Cheyenne reservation ?
Answer. Wheat, corn, oats, potatoes, barley, all kinds of vegetables.
Que;;tion. How is it as to fruit?
Answer. It has never been tried. Wild fruit is abundant ; plums, wild grap l'S, and
cherries.
Question. W ou1d it be a good country for vines?
Answer. I think it would.
Question. Which way do your rains come from ?
Answer. Our storms in winter come from the northeast altogether. Our rains are all
showers coming from the mountains west and north.
By lVIr. NES~UTH :
Question. How is this reservation for timber ?
Answer. There is very little of it; nothing for fencing or building, but enough for firewood. It is cottonwood entirely. There is beautiful stone, as handsome a stone quarry as
1 have ever seen, there, and plenty all along. We burnt lime li:Lst year. It was supposed
to be sandstone, but we found it made excellent lime.
By Mr. DooLITTLE :
Question. Are there any white settlers there ?
Answer. A hundred miles above the reservation it is settled up the Arkansas towards
Denver.

By MR.

WINDOM:

Question. How far is the reservation from Denver?
Answer. The head of it is 150 miles.
By, Mr. DooLITTLE :
Questi0n. Are the streams about there plenty?
Answer. There is hardly any stream that has any running, permanent water.
Question. So that it is only upon the Arhnsfl.s that you can irrigate?
Answer. We cannot on the reservation, except on the Arkansas.
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Qncst1on. Is the country a1Jout there capable of a large settlement, 1\ hea-v-y population,
in your opinion?
Answer It it; fro'11 the lower enri of the reservation to the mountains on those streams.
For stock-growing it is the be,t country I hwe ever see'l. We do nut feed at aU in winter.
The stDck keep f,t•t all winter without feeding-those that are not worked.
Question. How is it for sheep?
Answer. There is no finer cuuntry in the wo1ld for sheep, I think.
Que,:tion. Are the winters dry l
An~wer. Very dry.
Quc-stion. But cold 1
Answer. We have some cold da.ys . A snow-storm lasts a day or so, but it is not wet
snow; it is dry .
Qu• stion. How low does the thermometer go?
Answer. It has been. as low as 20 degrees below zero. This winter more than half the
time we ::;lept with our doors and window;; open. The nights are cool.
Q·te:.;tion. So far as heo.lth and salubrity are concerned, what do you think of it for a
people?
Answer. It 0annot be b eat in .. the United States for our white people. There is hardly
anybody sick there, and I have known a grett many cured of asthma and lung complaints.
Q•te~tion. What is the nature of the collntry between this reservation and the Kansa::;
settlements?
Answer. It is rather barren. There is badly any timber after you get 50 miles below
Fort Lyon.
Qu t sti·1n Is that barrenness from a w.m t of rain, or in the nature of the soil itself?
An~w .. r For want of rain. I say it is lmrren, although it produces grass.
It is a good
stock-grow·ing crJuntry.
Q 1es Lion. Are there stream~ Eufficient for stock growing purposes?
An~wer On the Arkansas, and as you go north on the Republican and the Smoky Hill,
yo•1 find water there, and between that an(l the P.atte.
Que;;tion . Do you think that all that country which we generally call the plains is
adapted to a pastoral people and large stock-growmg?
Auswer. No doubt of it.
Qu~:::stion. And wiH hold a tolerably dense population?
Answer. It takes more C<'untry to grow l:ltock there than it would in. Wisconsin. You
could have larger establi:;hments.
By Mr. HIGBY:
Question You say that through winter, stock lives well?
An~wer. Yt>s, sir.
Q uestion When do the grasses of which you speak spring? Through who.t months do
they gTow, and when do they mature?
Answer . They commence in April.. Tile grasses on the high lands generally mature in
Jnly, or soon after the rains. That which we call the buffalo and the gramma grctss, the
bunch gras" here, is a di.ffc:rent gras'! from any I have seen in the western country. They
spring a little ectrlier than in other places.
Question I understand you that there is no rain exce{Jt in July?
At1swer. I have known some in the fore part of August, but generally July is the rainy
montq.
Que::;tion . Then at the time your grasses spring there are no rains?
An::;wer. None.
Qlle~tion . Is not that a natural vegetation f
Answer. It appears to lte natural to that country; it grows every year.
Q 1estion. Do you say a crop cannot be raised annUllly with the season without irriga·
tion?
Answer. They say that when the white man settles up a country it rains more.
Q 1estion. H<~.ve you tested it with the natural season by putting in agricultural seeds
at the time of the spring;ing of the natural vegetation?
Answer. They have done so about Denver and above me, and sometimes they raise a
crop and sometime~; they do not.
By Mr. DooLI1TLE :
Question. Is there any coal on the Arapaho reservation r
Anl:lwer. Yes, sir; plenty of it on Sand creek. General Pierce, the surveyor general of
tbe Territory, infurmed me that as he struck the creek he saw plenty of coal.
Question. What would you euggest or propJse to do with these Indians?
Auswt:r. My opinion is that they mig.ut have a bearing; that we might get at them in
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some way, and if we could make them belie\'e what we told them t11ey would be' wiHin~
to go to Fome other country. There is a large country south of the ~1'kansas, between
there and Texas, where the Kioways and Comanches roam. The Arapahoes might gO'
there ; I think the Cheyennes woulrl want to go where they came from, towal'ds the-Siotp!i.
Question. Are the Arapahoes and the Comanches and Kioways friendly ?
Answer. Yes, !Sir.
Que:;;tion. Do they speak the same language?
Answer . Not the same language, but they can understand each other.
Question. Havb they ever lived or hunted together?
Answer. They have always hunted togetbet and have intermarried.
Question. What is your suggestion as to the best thing to be done with them ?
Answer. It was my oprnion after this affair that thPy ~V'ould have to be annihilated {
that we coald not get at them ; but Colonel Leavenworth tells me that he has Been thtl!
Kioways and Comanches, and they are willing yet to come into terms of peace and ar·
rangement.
Q'ue:>tion. 1& there any other fact or suggestion which you desi:re to make in relation tO'
the matter r
Answer. The only fact is that, as I told yon, the Colorado people are very much opposed
to having peace w'ith these Indians. It h; almost as much as a man's life is worth to spealii
friendly of an Indian, and for that reason I do not believe they can live in that country.
By Mr. HuBBARD:
Question. From what does that feeling arise? Does it arise from the depredations and
mur,lers which the Indians have committed heretofore, or is it a natural. antipathy which!
the whites there have 3igainst Indians?
Answer. There was a natural antipathy, and then the depredations and :murders they
have committed thil5 year have ot~traged the people, and they think an Indian oug ht to be
killed anyhow. It is my opinion that they cannot be got on to that reservaUon again. It
is a pity the work was commenced there. Some came and complained t h at the govern"'
ment had t10t complied with treaty stipulations in building houses and completing ibe
fa:rm, and we were induced to commence last year.
By M:r. HIGBV:
Question From what you gathered, from all ihe information yon recei'fed, did it seem
to be a general desire among those engaged in the expedition to make the slaughter, 01
were tJney inflamed to it by some of their leaders?
Answer. The olficers ::~.t Ft>rt Lyon were opposed to going out, and re:presen ~ed to Colone:S
Chivington that they considered any men who would go out to fight those Indians, knowJ
ing the cireumstances as they knew them, to be cowards.
Question. Did they so e:xcpress themselves to Chivington and· those men?
Answ~r. Yes, sir.
Question. vYhat answer, if any, was given?
Answer. Chivington threatened to put t:b.e officers under an·est. That was the answer,
I believe.
Question. Were the officers who made those remarks officers of his command who did
:finally go with him ?
Am;wer. Some of them did finally go with him. 'l'hey said "!!hat ~t Fori :Lyon l>eforer
they started.
By Mr. DooLITTLE:.
Question. In addition to your bnsin~ss as Indian agent, have yon been prosecuting any
other business there, any private business, farming, or anything of that sort~
Answer. None at all. My son is settled the1e; he went thete in 1859, and put up> some
hay at Fort Lyon last su.mmer.
Question. What has been usually the amotlnt of annnities or presents that have· passed
through your hands to these Indians?
Answer. The treaty of 1851 gave them about $17 ,000-I think that was the amount of
it-in presents for the right of way through their country. In 18·61 they made a permanent treaty and this reservatitm was assigned to them. By that treaty, under the direction
of the Inte:rior Department, they WP.re to have $30,000 a year for fifteen years, to be expended in improvements, opening farms, building houses, and so on. Whether any of
that l1as been given to them in goods or not, I do not know. We stiii continue to giver
them 1mder the first treaty, which is not yet out, about $17,000 in the sh.ape of presents,.
Question. Of that appropriation of $ L7,000 a year, how much actually gets to and~
reaches the Indians and is distributed among them ?
Answer. The whole of it, ~o far as I know;; all that eomes to me does.
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Question. But where are the purchases made?
Answer. In New York, and the goods are shipped to Colorado.
Question Shipped by the overland ronte?
Answer. Contracts are made, and they are shipped by freighters from Atchison to Colorado. 'fhe bills of lading are sent on. The prices of the goods seem f<i ir.
Questi n. How do they complre with the price3 of the goods as sold in the markets of
Colorado?
·
Answer. A gre~t t deal less than good3 sold there.
Qur stion. Ar0 th Py furnished to the Indians cheaper than they could be purchased of
dealers in Colorado r
Answer. A great deal cheaper.
By Mr. HUBBARD:
Question Of what descriptions are the goods?
Answer. Blankets, sugar, coffee, flour, and some kinds of cloths, calicoes, and so on.
Que~tion I:> much hardware sent out?
Answer. Not a great deal.
Question. Trink e ts~
Answer. Yes; generally a little paint and a few beads.
By Mr. Ross:
Question. Who fixes the prices ?
An:;wer. I nnder.:;tand that the money is laid out in New York, and the government
transports the good:; to the Indians free of expense to them. The transportation does not
come out of the annuities ; it is let by contract.
By Mr. D o oLITrLE:
Question . The goods are purchased in New York, and the transportation is let by the
government by contract?
Answer. Yes; the government contracts fJr hauling them to the agency.
By l\lr. NESMITII:
Question. Aave you been in the habit of receiving goods there for disbursement yourself?
Answer. I h:we received two parcels since I have been there. Last year I received
none for these Indians.
Question. H,we you ever made a requisition on the dep:trtment here for goods?
Answer. Yes ; every year I consult the Indians and see what they want, and make a
requisition on the government, and send it on here.
By Mr. Ross:
Question. You spoke of a price being fixed; is that the price of the goods when given
by the governm ent to th e Indians ?
Answer. I und erstand they have so much money to be expended for them, and the
money is laid out in New York, and the goods are tran8ported by the government.
Question. Then the goods would only be for distribution ; there would be no price to be
fixed?
Answer. There is no price fixed on the goods; we just give them to the Indians. When
they come on I generally take them out of the wagons and tell the chiefs to give them to
whom they belong, and they divide them up among their families.
By Mr. NESMITH :
Question. Have the goods generally been furnished according to the requisition you
made~

Answer. Sometimes they say it is too large, and costs too much money.
Question. I mean in kind ; do they send you what you ask for?
Answer. Yes, sir; they send the same articles.

By 1\fr. DOOLITTLE:
Question. As an illustration of the prices, what do blankets cost apiece out there?
Answer. So far as my knowledge extends, and I have seen the prices, they have been
furnished cheaper than they could be bought there. Blue blankets, three-point as they
call them, that Indians want, used to come at about $12 a pair in New York; I think
they are higher now. They send out a good blanket; it is different from a soldier's
blanket. I usecl. to look over to see how the prices compared, and I alwayo thought the
prices were no higher than the goods were bought at.
Question. What kind of blankets did you get in fact?
Answer. Good blankets ; I think the price two years ago-there were none sent last
year-was $12 a pair. Since the trouble broke out it has not been safe- to send them.
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By Mr. Ross:
Question. Did those Indians get anything last year?
Anower. Nothing at all. .
By Mr: DooLITTLE :
Question. What was the occasion of that?
Anower. I suppose on account of the troubles, and because t}:ley were fighting the whites
there. The :nticles ~ent are good, fair articles.
Q 1estion. What does it cmt a pound to get sugar there to the Inrihns?
Anower. The contract for freights was low. Two years ago I think it was five or six
cents a pound. Freights now are higher than that.
By Mr. NESMITII:
Qne·tion. What is the difference between the contract price the government pays and
private freight?
Answer It was no higher than private freights, but generally lower, I think. I believe
the Jrdghts on Iud1an goods wete less than on soldiers' goods. I do not remember the
amounts.
By Mr. DoOLITTLE:
Que&tion. What has been spent of the money provided by the treaty?
Answer About $20,000 has been expended in breaking up the lanri and building a
house and warehouse at the reservation on the Arkansas, and for an aceqnia. Whether
there bas been any of that expended in goods sent ont there 1 do not know.
Questh•n . You think the Indianf:l really will never Jive on the reservation ?
A1 1SWE'r I do not believe we can get them to Jive there now.
Qnestion. What ldnd ( f a building has been made there?
Answer They built a house for a blacksmith, that was about completed; then they
were to build a. house for the agent, and in that house there was to be a couNcil-room, and
also a store or warehouf,.e, and that is about up to the windows. It is mn.de of stone. It
remains unfinished. They have broken thE: windows out of the blac:ksmit h's bouse and
out of the ulacksmith's shop which was built. About 250 acre~. or a little over, were
broken np. The acequia was bnilt also. We had a fine crop of com there, which would
have produced well if it had been taken care of.
By Mr. Ross:
Qnestion. Was it contemplated that the Indians themselves would work the land?
Answer. It was thought some would come in to work. We thought WP. could get some
of th ~ m in to learn. The object was to teach and show them how to work.
Jesse H. Leavenworth sworn and examined.
By Mr. DOOLITTLE :
Question. Have you lived in Colorado?
Anower.- Yes, sir.
Que~:>tion. For what len gth of time?
Answer. I went to Colorado in 11360, and I was there until 1862, when I was authorized
to mise the seeond regiment of Cotora<..lo volunteers, and was there till the f,tll of 1863 rn
cowmand of that regiment on the frontier.
Que~tion. What is about your age?
, Answer. Near fifty.
Question. Are you the son of General Leavenworth ?
Amnver. Yes, sir; of Genetal H enry Leavenworth, of the United States army.
Questiun. Did you graduate at West Point?
Answer. I did.
Question. During your father's lifetime, when be was in command upon the frontier, did
you becume well acquainted with Indian life and character on the borJer?
Answer. I did.
Question. During your stay in Colorado a.nd since, have you become acquainted with the
Cheyenues, Arapahoes, Kioways, Comanches, and Apaches?
Answer. Yes, sir; I believe I have a thorough acquaintance with each and every one of
those tribes.
Question. Do you speak the language ?
Auswer. No, sir; I do not speak their language, but 1 talk with them by signs, more
or 1ess. I have no difficulty in communicating with them.
Question. From the best information you hav~, what do you estimate to be th~ number
of tlte Arapahoes ?
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Am;wer. I think thQre is not to exceed from 1,500 to 1,700 of them. There is a band
of Arapahoes that claim not to be connected with those of the Upper Arkamas-- the
North Platte Arapahoes. With that band I am not much acquainted ; but with the Arapahoes of the lfpper Arkansas, who have a Teservation with the Cheyennes at Fort Lyon, I
am well acqu:1inted. I think there are about 280 lodges of them-that is the number I
have counted many times-and I think there are from 1,500 to I, 700 of them, all told,
men, women, nnd children.
•
Question. How many of the Cheyennes?
Answer. I have supposed there was about the same number, with the addition of eighty
lodges of wh at are called Dog Soldiers, who have never associated much with the Indans
of the Allmusas, but have kept aloof from them.
Que~ti o u. What is the character of those who are called the Dog Soldiers?
Answer. They are a warlike, high-minded, savage people They sepuated from the
others on nccount of the Fort Lyon reservation, with which they were dL;satisfied . They
went north. and 8aid they would never live on the reservation. They were disFati::;fied
with t.he treaty and went off on to the Smoky Hill, and kept between the Smoky Hill and
the Powder rivt.:r.
Question. How many of the Kioways do you estimate that there are ?
Answer. I think there is just about the same number of them as there is of Cheyennes
and of Arapahoes. I do not think there is much difference; there may be a hundred
€ither way. There are from 1,500 to 1,700 of them.
Qn<·stion. How many Apaches?
Answer. Forty lodges, and they average from forr to five to a lodge.
Question. What i~ the character of the Apaches?
An Rwer. The Apaches are a small band of docile Indians dependent on th eir n eighbors
for prutection. They first associated with the Ampahoes, but they thought the Arapahoes were not strong enongh to protect them, and they t-:eparated from them and now run
mostly with th ~ Kivways, m orA fur protection than anytbiu~ else. They are led p trtly by
the Ki,,ways. · For two years th 1t I was in command of the southwestern frontier they
would look upon the trains, but I never heard of any depredations committed. 'l'hey
would bPg, but they would not do any wrong. They apparently felt their weakness and
did not like to get into any trouble.
Ques tion. What is the number of the Comanches?
Am;wer There are nine bands of Comanches. Eight of them are what we ca11 Union
Comancues ; the ninth band is the southern Comanches, Tesiding in Texa;;, who a1 e friendly
with the Texms . I lmow that eight of the bands are friendly to the United E:tates; the
ninth band h 'l s never been north.
Questiun. How m any of them are there ?
Answer. I cannot state the exact number, but from the best information I cttn get they
average from 500 to 700 warriors to a band. The old men, women, and children will
average from t-hree to five to each warrior. Mawwee has the large:;t band. It i::; a band
compD~ed mostly of young men.
He ha3 about 700 warriors, the largest band of all.
QueRtion You think, then, there would be about i$,500 souls in the largest ba.nd::;, and
that there are nine bands of them ; would your estimate be that they amount altogether
to about 30,000 ?
Answer. Not so many as that-from eighteen to twenty thous1.nd, all told. I should
like to state where I get most of my information about the Comanches. In 1H3 ~ my
father went into the CPmanche country with General DoJge, afterwards Governor Dodge, of
·Wisconsin, the commanding officer of the 1st regimEont of dragoons. My f<ttheT wa;; the
second officer in Cl)rumand. He went there to foTtn a tre'l.ty, under General Jackson's
order.;, with the Comanches. On thatexpedition he died. He had with him a man by the
name of Je,se Chisom , as guide and interpreter. Jesse Chisom ha~ b ~ en with the,;e Indians
almost all the time since. He has been upon that fr.)ntier; he bas traded with them ; he
speaks their languHge perfectly; and be is now my guide and interpreter for these Indians,
and has helped me more since last f<tll than any one else in keeping them quiet and protecting them . His information in regard to them is perf~ct and complete, an·l I get most
of my inforntation from him. I have had a grelt deal to do myself with many of the
bands, but my information is principally from him.
Question. Are all these bauds, the Cheyennes, Arapahoes,_Apaches, Kioways, and Comanches, of the nomaoic tribes?
Answer. They are. They all .live in lodges and move from place to place conRtantiy over
the plains. Wherever the grass fails them they remove to some other point. Where
game is plenty they stay, and when it becomes scarce they move to some other point..
'l'hey are the wild Arabs of America.
Question. Have the Comanches many horses~
Answer. A.. great many.
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Question. In their movements do they go on foot or on horseback?
Answer. On horseback. A Comanche never moves except on horse, unless he is compelled to do so.
Question. Are they fine horsemen ?
Answer. Splendid. · There are no better horsemen in the world. 'They ride from the
moment th ey cau sit up straight. They are tied on the horse by the moth er and the
mofhtr leads the horse, and that is the way they move from place to place.
Quef;tion. Are the Comanches a warlike people ?
Amwcr. The most warlike we have on the continent, I think. They have fought the
Texans for a great many years. Since the mas~acre at San Antonio-I do not remember
in what year that was-they have been constantly at war with the Texans, and they are
at war with tbem now. They have a great many Mexicans with them now as prhoners
and servants or slaves.
Question. State the disposition of the Kioways, Comanches, and Apaches towards the
United States at the present time.
An swer. Last summer I wasnppointedagentforthe Kioways, Comanches, and Apaches, with
instructions by the Indian department to meet them and to preserve peace between them and
the United States, if possible. Owing to business outside o£ that I was unable to reach
my agency until Octob~r. In October I arrived at Council Grove, the last town there is
on the verge of civilivtion in the western p'trt of Kansas. 'l'h·J Kiowa.ys, or the wild
tribes, I cannot tell who they were, had ranged down within twenty miles of Council
Grove last mmmer; had driven off stock and killed it, but committed no murders. General
Curtis. a short time before that, had issued an order that no Indian should approach a.
military post. My headquarters were at Fort Larned, 240 miles east of Fort Lyon.
Knowing that no Indian could approach Fort Larned, and having been in command of that
frontier, and knowing all the chief:; and a great many of the braves of the I ndian tribes,
I felt very anxious to get in communication with them. To do it, it wa8 impos~ ible for me
to go into their country with soldiers, because I could not approach any Indian in that way ;
and if I went alone, they, not knowing who was coming towards them, would of course
ambush me ; so that it was a very dangerous business. I therefore went south, down on
to the Osage lands, where there were bands of Towacaros, Wacos, Keitchies, Wiehitas, and
Caddoes. These were Indifms who had been run out of Texas some years ago, and when
this war broke out were called refugee Indians. They had had more or les~ communication with the Comanches and were most of t,h em very friendly with them. I Wt> nt to them
for the purpose of getting runners to go into the Comanche country and communicate with
them, which was the only safe way I had to get to them, I made arrangements for some
fifteen or twenty to go out. They started out a nd were gone a few qnys, and came back
and said they had met some Osages, and the Ooages had six spare horses and told them
that they had killed six Comanches, and that if they, living on the Os·· ge lands, went out
the Comanch es would kill them, and they did not dare to go. Before I could g-et another
party staded, the massacre at Fort Lyon, under Colonel Chivington, occurred. and then
the Ind 1ans refused to go at all. They said there was treachery on the part of th e whites,
and if they went and anything should occur they would be blamed. I had some old
acquaintances with the Caddoes . One was Jim Parkman, the chief, who was a very excellent, good man. He told them that he was well acquainted with me, and had been for a
number of Jears; that whatever I might say they might rely npon; it was ·all straight.
I finally succeeded in getting the Waco chief, with three or four of his hrothers, two
Towacaros, and a Keitchi to go out. They were gone twenty days, and came in with 96
Kioways and Comanches, and 9 Arapahoes that bad escaped from Colonel Chivingtcn's
massacre. Little Raven's band of Arapahoes got away and six Apaches. When they
came in and found who wanted to see tl),cm, they told me that they did not want to fight
the whites, and bad no wish to fight them, but were compelled to go to war. 'Ihey said
·they would agree not to go into the Santa Fe road ; they would not molest any more white
men ; they would get all the Indians together and meet me in four weekE and make a
peace, and it should be a permanent peace ; they did not want a war, but if the whites
were determined to fight them on the Santa Fe road or above, they would join hands with
the Texans, and go south. I agreed to meet them in four weeks. I came out to Council
Grove, and from there to Fnrt Hiley, and saw Colonel Ford, who commands 1hP. district.
He at once agreed with me that it was right to make peace with them and stop the war.
. He sent my letter that I addressed to him to General Dodge, at St. Louis, who commanded
the department, and telegraphed to him. General Dodge telegraphed back to Colonel
Ford that the military have no authority to make peace with Indians ; their duty is to
make them keep peace by pnnh,bing them for hostility; and to keep posted as to their- location, so that when they were ready they could strike them. Having been down there as a
white man, and almost the only white man that had Rpoken to these Ind ians for nearly
eight or ten months, I felt that I was doing wrong to the red man to get him to stop his
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war and then let the whites jnmp upon him, as Colonel Chivington had upol'l the Cheyennes, and {immediately started for Washinf!ton, in hopes that the military might be stopped
and that the Indians might be protected. They do Itot want a war ; they do not want to
fight the whites; they want to be let alone .
Q11estion. Hav~ you a copy of the order of General Dodge f
Answer. I have. I have not a copy of my letter to Colonel Ford. I gave it to Colonel
Ford for some ptupose. I do not remember fo1· what he wan.ted it.
Question. Will you please read General Dodge's telegraphY
Answer. It is'~ FEBRUARY

23, 1865.

" {By telegraph from St. Louis.]

"'l'o Colond FQrd, Fort Riley:
"The mili~ry havo no authority to treat with Indiftns. Our duty is to make them keep
the peace by punishing them· for their hostility. Keep posted as to their location, so that
as sool'l. as ready Wtl can strike them.. 400 hor.;es arrived here for you.
1
"G. M. DODGE, Mojor Oeneral."
I wilt say that, with aH the information I can get, I have not learned that the Comanches h;we raised a hand hostile to the whites the past season. I know from report that
Maw wee and Little Buffalo, the two leadiag chiefs of two bands, wel['e at Fort Larned at the
time.the outbreak ·occurred between the Kioways and the post, and they immediately took.
thei-r band:,; and went s:mth, and I have no evidence that any Comanche has been north
<>f the Arkansas this summer; I do not believe any of them have been. In conversation
with. General Curtis when I first got there, he told me that he did not think tile Comanches
bad committed any depredations, an.d I do not think they have. I cannot learn that they
bav.e ·C0mmitted a siag le depredation. I think th::tt all the depredations have been committtJd by Kioways and Cheyennes, with. the Sioux from the north, and prob.-tb!y some
Arapahoes, but I do not believe that any of the . bands as a tribe 11ave beea united in a.
general war.
Question. Suppose that yourself and Major Co1ley were authorized to go out and meet
these Iudians and to make some presents to show the amicable feeling:,; of the United
States, rather than hostile feelings on the part of the government, do you believe you
could reach them in a way to negotiate or to come to peace with them without any further
Slostilities?
Answer. In 1862 I was in command of the Santa Fe road from the Great Bend of the
Arkansas to the Rattoon mountains, a distance of nearly 700 miles. I was Fent there by
G eneral Blunt, with all the force at my command, to protect the frontier
I had 102 infantry and one section of artillery, and these were recruits. There were 18 men, all told,
at Fort Lyon at the time I arrived there. Major Colley was then the Indian agent. I
arrived there about the last of June . I had occasion to go south to S:tnta ~'e to .co operate
with General Canby, and I got back to Fort Lyon on the 31st of July. On the 1st day of
August .Major Colley received an express from Fort Larned saying that the Kioways, Comanches, Apaches, Arapah{}PS, and Cheyennes were in full force at Fort Larned, and that
they had corral!Ld a government train of goods, and askiug for re-enforcement,:;. 1 had no
men that I could send. I started with LVlajor Colley and Lis interpreter, and I went to
F,ort Larned and found that there was not oue dozen of those Indians with whom I was
acquainted; they were strangers to me. With the assibtance of Major Colley and John
Smith, the interpreter, in three days' time I had every one of those Indians off to their
hunting-groundt>, and the train was started under an escort of twenty wen and went
through to Fort Lyon, with the Indi-tns c tmping almost every night around it, in perfect
safety ; and for two years those Indians never committed a depredation t.h~t I know of,
and neither the gove rnment nor any individual lost a dollar by them. I left there in
Octuber, and the outbreak occurred in May following. I have not seen these Indians since
I left there1 until the 15th of February. I know them well. When I met them they
agreed at once to quit hostilities. They said they did not want to fight; that I mig-ht
make the road and they would travel i~. I feel now that I can say with safety tbttt 1 can
go to them with Major Colley, and in thirty days the war will be ended, and it will save
millions of money. I say it also because Major Whalley, of the regular army, wrote, last
:Spring, to the department that if Colonel Chivington was not stopped in his course the
government would be involved in a war that would cost millions of money. It has occurred. I told the department, last sp1ing, that if Lieutenant Ayres was not stopped in
hunting the Cheyennes from camp to camp they would get into a war. It has come. I
know all the chiefs and a great many of the braves; I know them to be kind-hearted. I
know there are bad men among them, but I know the Cheyennes 1>0 well that I am satisfied they can mle those bad men, and there is no necessity for this war. If the soldiers
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are stoppP.d from hnntiog the Indians, I will guar::tntee pence in t h irty days, and I win not
ask $50,000 to do it with. They want to know that their Grertt Father will protect them.
Tbey want some man that they have confidence in to say that tiH·y sb::tll be righted. They
never came to me with a complaint that I did not right them if possible.
Question. As our white men are going and gathering into that country, and travelling
all amund about it, is not the game becoming scarcer ?
Answer. It is.
Question. As the game diminishes, what do you suggest is to be done with the wHd
hunting Indians?
Answer. 'fhere is the finest country in the world for agricultural purposes Routh of the
Arkansas, on the Red river, near Fort Cobb and the Wichita mot:ntainl:l, on the north fork
of the Red river, where they can live an I raise almost anything they want It is now
literally alive with cattle. They c m go there now, and if the whites are kt>pt awav from
them, with the abundan~e of C"-ttle they can live without coming in contllft with the
whites All along under the Staked Plain, in the northern part of Texas and eastem New
Mexico, there is fine W<tter and fine grazing.
Question. Wh-tt is. your opinion, b.-ts ·don your practical knowledge and experience of
this matter? What won ld you ad vise the govern ruent to do ?
Answer. I would advise them to let some iniividual in whom these In,Hans have ccnfidence go there and t~ll them tha.t they shall be protected ; take them down south, where I
have gut Kiowa.ys, Comanches, and two band; of AraP'tboes now, and Itt them rem ain
there. I think the Cheyennes can be induced to go down there; but they will nevet goon to their reservation again.
Question. Do you think the Kioways and Com<tnches who live down there would b~
willing to let the Arapahoes and Cheyt:nnes go among them?
_ Answer. Yes , sir; they wou;d have no ohjef'tion The head chief of the Arapahoes is.
a h>tlf Comanche; he sp<Jaks the Comanche language just the sa.me as he does; the Arapaho.
·
Qllesti n . From your knowledge of all th~se tribes of Indians, do you think they could
be induced to abmdon the hunter's life an' I live by pftstmage or by <;ultiva.tion of the soil r
Answet· They ca.nnot at present . They may live by grazing, and g.ta.duc~.Ily come int()
it; but at pre:;ent it wonld be out of the question.
Qnel:ltion. They woul.l be like the Arabs in that respect?
Answer. Yes; they would have to come toiL gmduf\lly, ahrl they may come to raHmg
cattle, and as the buffc~.lo disappeared begin upon the beef. I think they WJuld make exllent graziers.
Qnestion. Do you m ean th<tt they should be put in thfl.t p1.rt of K .m sas, as. well as th~
lndLm Territory ani Tdxas, that lies south of the Arkans'1S '?
Answer. I would not bring them anywhere nea r Ktns ts if I could help it . There is a.
little b:mrl of refug~ e India.ns calte.l the c.~ddoe;;, who, wh en the rebelli m broke out, were:
driv~n from Fort Cub-b- up north and CJ.me rn alm ost to Fort Lyon . They came in de,;tiiute, freezing, and almo:;t perishing. They brought a few cattle witb them, a few hws, a
few :pig:;;, and a few c.d ves. Maj Jl' Colley received th ~m. Tbey were loyal ; th ·y were
half-civilize,!·; they lived in hou~es; and a betta set of men I never met in. my life, welldisp >sed, kind-hearted. Tbey are like the Pueblo;; of Mexico. They were more thttn. lvl.lfcivllized. Their women dre--;sed in long dresses, the same a~ our American women do ;
they made good bread; everything was ne<J.t and clean about t bem. They lived at. Fort.
Larned. The g overnment g<tve them $5,000 annuity two ye .-~ors a go. L'lst year the government authorized m e to issue to them some goods to- the amount of $5,000. I f0uud
them at the mouth of the Ark<tnsas river. Ltst year they lost over 100 by small-pox.
'l'h•· re were only 4l5 of them when th ey first eame up. Parkman, their head chief, is one
of the most intellhrent m1:m I ever met; he is correct in every particubr. He toM me
that he could not live on the b-orders there;. th ~1t th?. whites were stealing hi.:; horses aH
the time, and he moved across the Arlmnsas., on to what is called the Ministpia, and they
followerl him over th~re and stol ~ quite number of his horses there. He then moved on
to the Chicka->aqna. Since this Chh·ington mas.;acre he h .ts become al;umerl, and he is now
living with his little band aw ty down bdtween the S'.tlt P'lains and the Brushy mountains~
a~ near Texas as· he can go.
Parkmctn, if he dared to return to the rebel fit.ttes to -morrow,
would be killed ; he d>l.re rrot return there, and he dr~.re not come hack here, the. whites.
abuse him so and steal his horses. He h ts nothiug left but a few ponie;;, and his men are
suffaing; they are dying almost every day from small-pox. John Leonard, the doctor
and pt iest, died since I left, and his wife too-. This is an illur::.tration of the way they are:
ireated.
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Wednesday, March 8, 1S65.

John S Smith sworn and examined.

By Mr. DooLITTLE :
QneRtiorr. What is your age?
Answer. I was born in December, 1810.
Question. How long have you lived in the country west of Kansas, in Colorado?
Ar •F-wer. l went to that country first in 1830 .
Question . Do you know the language of the Arapahoes and Cheyennes?
.Answer. I do th"'t of the Cheyennes.
Que..:tion. Have you acted as interpreter for the Indian agent to the Cheyennes?
'AH,wer. I have.
Q11estion. Were you in the Indian camp of the Cheyennes when Colonel Chivington
made his attack upon it?
.A.nswt'r. I was.
Que<'ti n . State when it was .
.Answer I left Fort Lyon for the Cheyenne village on the 26th of November; on the
27th I reached the village; on the 28th I remaintd there ; and on tbe 2!:Jth the attack.
was made.
Qutstion. How many Indians were there in camp?
Answer. I tuink about 500, men, women, and children.
Question. Wbat number of warriors or men?
.Answu. Abvut 200. They will average two warriors to a lodge, and there were 100
lodges.
QueEtion. What portion of the Cheyenne tribe was that?
An,;wt'r. The southern band, led by the main cLief of the nation, Black K ettle.
Qm stion. Where w.-~s the northern band at th is time!
.Answer. They were supposed to be over on tue North Platte, between the North Platte
and the Smoky Hill.
Question. What time in the day or night was the attack made?
Answer. Between daybrea!~ and sunrise.
Q11et-~tion . State now the circumstan0es of the attack ; ju~t d escribe them in brief words.
Answer. As Roon as the troops were discovered, very euly in the morninrs, alJout daybreak, the Indians commenced flocking to the head chit"f's lodge, about the camp where I
was-the camp over on Se~.nd creek; it i:;; called Big Sandy, about forty miles northr.ast of
Fort Lyon. When the attack was made the Indians flocked around the camp of the ht'ad
chid ami he ran out his flag . He bad a large American flag whi, h was prel'lente l to him,
I think, by Uolonel Greenwood some years ago, and under this American flag he had hkewise a small wbite flag.
Qu e~tion Was it light, so that the flag£ could be plai:::lly seen?
Answer. Yes; tbey could be plainly seen.
Question. How long was this before any firing was heard?
Answe r. A very few minutes; they were but a shorL time coming into camp after they
were first discvvered. They came on a charge. When I first saw them they were about
three-quarters of a mile from the camp, and then the flag was run up by Black Kettle.
Quet>tion. Go on and state what occurred.
Answer. The firing commenced on the northeast side of Sand creek; that was near
Blaek Kettle's lodge. The men, women, and children rushed to the upper end of the village, :wd ran to the lodge of another chit'f at the other end, War Bonnet.
Qw"stion. Were the Indians thtn armed?
Answer. Some of them were ; some of them left their arms in their lodges ; some few
picked up their bows and arrows and lances as thev left their lodges ; the youn 0<Yer men
dhl.
.
(.Juestion. Did they form in any battle array or with a view to oppose the charge?
Answer. No, sir; they just flocked in a promiscuous herd, men, women, and children
together. The bed of Sand creek r.-~n right up; there was little or no wat.er in it at this
place. Then they came to some breaks in tbe banks about where the troops overtook
them, and the slaughter commenced ; I f'Uppose about three hundred yardil above the main
village. White Antelope was the first Indian killed, within a hundred yards of where I
was in camp at the time. 'fhey fuught them from very early in the morni11g, as I have
stated, until about eleven o'clock that day before they all got back. tog··ther in camp.
The troopti then returned to the Indian village, followed the Indians up the creek two or
three miles firing on tht>m, then retumed back to the Indian camp and destroyed everything th.ere was there-the entire village of one hundred lor:lges. I had a son there, a h~tlf
breed ; he gave himself up. In this stampede of the Indians he started to go with them,
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but when he found there was a fair lhow for him he turned around and came back to our
camp where the troops were. I rnadd several eff.J rts to get to the troops, but waR fired on
myself by our own troops. My son stayed in the camp of our soldiers one day and a night,
and then w tS shot down by the >Oldiers. My life was threatened, and they had to put a
guard arounti me to save my life.
Question. After you surrendered to the troops?
An·nver. Yes, sir.
Question How many were killed?
Answer. I think about seventy or eighty, including men, women, and children. were
ldlle i ; twenty-five or thirty of them were warriors probably, and the rest women, children,
boys. and old rneu.
Que~tion. Were any Indian barbarities practiced?
Answer. The worst I have ever seen.
Qne~tion. What were they in fact?
.
Am;wer. All manner of depredations were inflicted on their persons; they were scalped,
their brains knocked out; the men useci their knives, ripped open women, clubbed little
children, knocked them in tbe head with their guns, beat their brains out, mutilated their
bodies in every sense of the word.
~ue.;;tion Do you know which troops those were that actually did this work; whether
they were the hundred-day men who came from Denver, or the regular first Coloradc~ regiment?
Answer. I am not able to say; they were all in a body together, between eight hundred
and one thousand men I took them to be. It would he hard for me to tell who did these
things; I Raw some of the first Colorado regiment committing some very bad acts there on
the persrms of Indians, and I likewise s.tw some of the one-hundred-day men in the same
kind of business.
Qul'stion. You say the troops pursued the Indians until about eleven o'clock, the Indians
fleeing all the while?
Answer. y.,s, sir.
Q<Jestion . When they came back to the Indian village were there any of the Indians
there, men, women, or children. left?
Answer. No, sir; they were all gone except a few children who came into our camp an
hour after we hrtd all returned to this Indi<tn camp. There were a couple of women there,
white men's women, Indian women who had married white men, and they were not hurt.
I think there were seven in number saved from the entire village, women and children,
and they were taken to Fort Lyon.
Question. When those Indians were there in camp do you know in what relation they
were to our forces at Fort Lyon?
Answer. Yes, sir ; some of them had just returned from an interview with Governor
Evans and Colonel Chivington at Denver city. We had seven of the chiefs up there with
us at Denver city; I went as interpreter with them. They returned and Wl're sent out for
their families to move in near Fort Lyon, where they could be protected at1d taken care of;
they were told that if the troop~ from D<lnver city or the Platte should meet them over in
that directi')n they would probably hurt them, and it was supposed they would l>e better
off in the vicinity of Fort Lyon, where they could be watched, than out furth~::r north, and
they went there with all the assurances in the world of peace prombed by the commallding officer, MHjor Wynkoop.
Question. Did he, in the mean time, issue some rations to them?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Qnestion. Did they, so far as you know, remain there?
Answer. They did.
Qnestion. And you, as interpreter of the United States, were in camp with them?
Answer. I was in camp with them at the time.
Question. Had t.hit-i band, bO far as you know, committed any depredations on our people
after this interview at Denver ?
Answer. None that I heard of; I heard of none until after this raid of Colonel Chivington,
Question. From your knowledge of these IndianR, and all about them, and of that p1ace
which is set apart as their reservation, do you think they can be brought to settle down
upon that Cheyenne reservation?
Answer. Yes, sir ; with diligent workers there with them it could be done in some time ;
probably it would take all summer to do it.
Qt1estiun. Do you think those Indians cou1d be induced to leave off their wild hunting
life and go into agricultural pursuits or the raising of cattle!
Answer. Not all of them; there are a few that are best acquainted with the whites who
would. be wllling to do it; they have told us so; I think that in time, with encouragement,
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they could be brought to it. I have been twenty-seven successive years wi.th the Cheyennes
myself.
Question. Dnring those twenty-seven years how have they been as a tribe generally
towards our citizl'ns?
Answer. They have been very peaceable until quite recently. In 1857 they had some
trouble over on the Platte, but I never unrler<;tood the particulars of it; that w-ts when
Colonel Snrnner went out and had a little fight with them, but they carne to immedi.~te1y,
and from that time until about twelve months ago, when they had a falling out with white
settlers in the vicinity of Denver and below Denver on the Platte, they were peaceable;
but this thing has been growing ever E>ince that time, until Chivington ma.de thiR raid.
'l'hey have been followed up from the Platte to the Smoky Hill, and from the Smoky Hill
to the Arka.nsas, and south of the Arkansas river; tht ·y went clear over south of Stlt
Springs. where Colonel Leavenworth is acquainted. Governor Evans then issued some cir<:ulars th:-tt were t~tken to them there, anrl explained to them that. if they wanted to return
in peace they could do so; that those who were friendly disposed could return to th· ·ir reservation. As soon as they learned this, the body of tlwm returned. This band that, I
speak of, that purcha.sei some white prisoners from the Sioux and some of the northern
band of Cheyennes, sent us W<lrd at Fort Lyon that if we would go out to them they wuuld
turn them over to us . I went with l\11jor Wynkoop there as his interpret . r . aud they
turned over four of them, whom they had got from the Sioux and from the northern band
of Cheyenues
Question. Even now what is your opinion? Do you think, for instance, that if persons
like M11jor Colley, yourself, or Colonel Leavemyorth were to go to these Indians now,
peaceab le relation" could be established between them and the United States, notwitl:u;tanding all th·tt has occurr,· d?
Answer I say yes; I think so from the fact that they never wanted to fight the whites.
They have lost certainly a great deal of the coRfidence tbat they used ,to have in the white
man, but with proper exertions I think they might be brought back, with correct a:l;,Urances.
Question. Did they have many ponies and horses?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. How many were taken away from them?
Answer. A bout Rix hundred head.
Question. And all their lodges?
Answer. Everything- they had.
· Qul:'stion . These lodges of theirs are made of skins?
Answc~r. or buff do hides; a lodge is marie after the pattern of a Sibley tent; when they
move from one place to another they take their tents or lodges with them.
Question. W uuld you feel : ourself any personal apprehenoions if you were sent to go
among them and converse with them?
Answer. I wunld not like to go without some Indian protectors; I coul<i get some of
our other friendly Indians and wouid readily go with them, sending them on probably as
runners ahead of me, so as to let them know my business, and then I would not feel at all
apprehensive of losing my life.

Question. B11t you think the result has been sucb. that now tb.ey would kill any white
man they should see.

Answer. Yrs, sir; anybody.

Question. What is the number of the Cheyennes~
Answer rfhere are about four hundred and eighty or five hundred lodges. and they will
average five souiR to a lodge; there are about two thousand five hundred Chej·ennes altogether; this includes the northern band.
Que,tion. Is the northern band the Sime that are commonly called the Dog F<oldiers?
Answer. No, sir; the Dog soldiers are mixed up promiscuous!y; this is a band t ·mt has
preferred the North Platte and north of the North Platte, and lives over in what is called
the b.td lttod, mauv·1is terre.
Question. How long have you been with these Indians?
Answer. Since I weut there I have resided with these Indians off and on every year; I
have ~ ener.Llly be(•n employed as United States interpreter: prior to that I was a trader in
that country for St. Vrain & Co., and in that way I tirst learned the Cheyenne language.
John Evans sworn and examined.
By Mx. DooLITTLE:
Question. Are you governor of the Territory of Colorado ?
Answer. I am.
Question How long have you been in that Territory?
Answer. Since the spring of 1862. I went there in May of that year.
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QueFtion. What is the state of the Innian tribes generally in your Territory at this time!
An•wer. There are three tribes or l>ands of Utt-s which are in the mountct.ins we~t of us,
the Tababua.ches, the Uinta~, and the Yamp11 h or Bear River Indhns. These I11dians have
not committed any depredations since the snmmer of 1863. They committed depredations up ••n the overland stagt-J line between Denver and Salt lake at that time . In f{ct,
tlwy atta('ked a party of soldiers who went after them to procure :;orne stock stolen from
the stFtge stations, and killed two or three of the soldiers I think the Indians d 'd not
get W(lr,terl <~ny ; perhrtps one or two were wonnried, but they made their e::;cape with the
stock, a portion of wbich, however, hfts since been returned by them.
Question. What is the cond1tion of the Tabahuache bands?
.Answer. They were together at this time.
Qn • stion. Are they now in peacefthle relations with us?
Am:;wt-r.· Yes, they all h:we been since thllt time. Just before that treat~· . Major Wynkoop
went after 1lwm, at the till e they m11de this raid upon 1be stage line, with quite a large
cxpc•dition, and folluwed them down th<~ San Luis valley. lie followtd their trail, but did
not ov<'r1ake them; ran out of ~ul•s'ste11ce, and returut•d. In the me11n time I informed
Age11t. Read, the agent of the Ta.bai.Juaches, of the difficulty. He bact j11•t returned from
W;;~~h ingtun with a party of cbiefs of that band, who had been on a vis·t }:ere, and h c
was in st1 ucted to get information to thel'e Indians as rapidly as pm:g blt>, ami try to sHtisfy
them until an explanation could be made in n ·gard to this purmit They ca111e d.;wo there
very 01ueh alanned. and at the same time intent upon going- to war, and went to theCapr•tes and lVluhuaches, who were near neLhhor:; just over the line in New Mexico, asking
them to join and go to war. Agent Head sent immediately to them the chief,; who h·ul
l>eer. here. and one of those chiefs, Ura, who is a very intelligent and very sharp and
shrewd Indian, who spe 1ks the EngliRh langua·.;e fluently, went among- them and explain .. d to them the fully of going to war. He an l his associates had seen th e army of
the Potomac, and one of Lis strong points with the Indians was, thi:tt the \Thites hnd soldjers enongh to ~urrnund all their connt1y and clo:;;e them in and wipe them out. Through
the repretoieutcttions of these chief,:; difficulty was prevented, and they we1e induced to meet
iu C"lltlcil for the purpo:e of making the treaty of Conejos. That waR th e treat.y· with
the Tabahuachc band. That treaty was amended by the Senate, and last fall I met the
band again in council to ratify the S.Jnate amendments , and succeeded aJter a great de3Jl of
earnest effort to get their af:sent to the diminution of their hunting·gJOunds, all uf which
is matter nf recurd. The Uiutas, immediately subsequent to t!Jis expedition, were seen by
l\1ajor Whitely and his i uterpreter, and they made an appointment with them last fall to
have Rome presents for them this summer. They agreed to be peaceable and friendly and
meet hirn in the spring. The waters, however, were so hi ..; h and th e mows were RO deep
that they could not rueet him at the time appointed; they could not get there, nor could
he, in the Middle Park, to the place appointed; but afterwards the major wt>nt over and
found th em and induced them to meet at the council g1ounrl of Conc--j-)s with the other
tri bes, to receive presents, in conjunction with tb ~ Tabahuacbe hand, which they did, and
went away very abundantly satisfied. We gave them a very nice distribution of goods.
I gave them a lecture on obedience to their chie~s and on tbe necessity of ~J,Oing immediately to the <Jge nt as soon as any difiiculty occurred, to report it to him and have it adju:-ted, instead of committing depredations or exciting any spirit of hostility amongst their
men, which they were all S<ttisfied w•th.
Question So far as they are concerned, do you think they are on fri endly terms now?
A.nswer. They are ; and I understjmd that since my absence they have been down and
offered their services to the commanrier of the department, if he should need them, as soldiers in the war again~t the Cheyennes.
Question . Are the Tababuaches hostile to the Cheyennes and Arap'thoes?
Answer The Indians in the mountains all through New M.. xico and Cnloraflo have been
at war with the Indians on the plains, as classes, from time immemorial; whenever they
meet they fight .
Questi-m. Is that so when they go to hunt on common hunting-ground:;?
Answer. They get up their war partieR. When I fir::;t went there I th"ught it would be
a vc1 y humane and good idea to get those Iudians to quit fighting one another, and I gave
them a great many lectures on the impropriety of these war parties. but I found, after Ii
had done it, that it gave a great deal of offence to them. One of them s dd he had been
brought up to war, and to quit fighting was a thing be could not think of, and he thought
it w<~s an unworthy interference on my part. They were for non intervention. I found
that my plan was not working well, and I concluded to let them alone.
Question Now, to come down more particularly to the difficulties with the Cheyennes
and Arapahoes, will you state, ~n as brief terms as you can, your view of the matter and
all you know about it ; bow the difficulty arose ; how it has been managed, and the part
the force of Chivington took in it?
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Answer. When I went there, the first band of Indians that I met was a band (Jf Arnpahc •es. under the command of Little Owl. They carne in and g>~ve me a vi,._it; we
had a frienrlly smoke, and they went off with this disRatisfaction: They slid that the
white people h,td tctkeu their gold-this was Little Owl's speech; I do not know but that'!
have a copy of it. He said the "hite people had taken their gold anrl their lands; that
they wauted their own land~, they did not care about the gold particularly. I told them
that they had made a treaty at Fort Wise. He chlimed that he was not tllere, and a good
many of his party said they were not there, but some of tllem had been there I tolrl tbem
that that treaty provi<led for their joining in the benefits that were conf<"rred by the government. He said they would not settle on the Arkansas. There is mention in the treaty
of one of the bands not being present. He and hi~ baJHi were perhaps as friendly then, and
are now, as any other of the Indians of the plains. Friday, who was the chief talker of
his hand. had be•n brought up by Major FitzpatJick, one of the old Indian ~·gent,; there,
and lived in St. Louis for some time, and he ~peHks Englbh very well. He h;~s, durin!! all
the difficulties, with a portion of his band, remained friendly. He came in a ll d remained
at Camp Collins ••nder our protection, and ha"> been sub~isted by the government to a la•ge
extent, uec<tu>e it was unsafe for him to go out and bunt. Another portion of that baud
was among those young men who wanted to fight. In 1R63, the spring J.Jext after my
arrival, and after this interview, the head man after Little Owl' s death-be died the winter after I anived there-came in and t(llJ me there was a pa1 ty of Sioux who had been
down w
th t m and had held a council, in which the question of dliving the whites out
of the country w,•s the topic of discussion. The Sioux are at t 'w Fort Lamm ie a~ency,
which is n"t in Colorado Territory, but the Indians are in the habit of pa8siDg to and fro.
Tbel:le Indians are entirely nomadic; they have no definite home; tht>y range generally in
certain parts of the Territory, but they iuterchange in their hunts extemively . He told
me that th e ~ionx had been down with them and they had helJ a co.u ncil on Horse creek, as
he reportt' d, in ·which the question of d1iving the white.; out of the country and preventing them from settling was the chief discusFion. His cla4Jn WrlS that be and a good
portion of bit; lland were opposed to anything of the kind, but some of them wert-> very
much in favol' of going tG war. Soon after that, Major Lorey, the agent of the ~ioux In dians, came to Denwr and saw me in rega1d to the t:ame thing. He said th ere wa; di::;satisfllcti•,n amr ng the Indians; that he was sath;fi.ed that it was import<~nt to get them together and huld n council, or they would go to war. They were committi1•g occasional
depredations at that lime which were reported, and which, in my n ·port fur 1R63 to the
Indian Bnrean, are mPntioned I saw the impending clanger from the talk I had h ·td with the
.Arapahoes ; I was sati.,fied that a portion of th em did not feel well, and a portion of the
Cheyennes had been in to see me once, some of the Dog sDldiers on a war party, anrl they
had gone alter the Utt s. I advised them not to go. That was at the tiUJe I was trying
to make f,j , nrl8 among them. They promised me that they would not, an<l startell off
as though they were guing back t.o their own hunting-grounds, took a circuitou;; route, and
in a dety or two 1he settlers on the road to the South Park, in the southern mines, as they
are called, came iu and reported that this war party were committing depredations; they
had outraged a woman at one of the ranchet", and were in the habit generally of going to
a mrjch and t Hking what they wanted without injming anybody, but th ey trea.tect one
hotel-keept r's wif,~ very improperly. The man happened to be away, and they weut into
her bed-room and proposed to make her get up out of a sick-bed and gt>t them something
to e,, t, which was their custom. The settlers sent in fur defence; they were alarml"f'l and
anticipated an attack. A Fquad of some half a d.,zen soldiers went after tbe Indians;
Capt"in Wagner commanded the soldiers, but the Indians fled more rapidly than he pmsued; he did not s~ e them. He went up to get them to come out of the sett lement and
go back to their hunting-grounds again, but he saw no Indians, and while h e Cftme out at
Col01ado City, seventy five miles south of Uenver, the Indians went out on thdr way to
the plains again. Ttlat was in July, 1862.
Qnestion Did any troubles occur in 1863?
An,wer. This should have been tulcl prior to what I have stated in regard to Little Owl's
reporting to me the proposition to go to wi:l.r. I will return now to that. In 18()3, upon
1\ittjor Lorey's representation, I wrote a letter, a very mgent letter, to the department here
for active mea-;ures to try to prevent these Indians from becoming hostile and g•>ing to
war, showing them the danger, that the Sioux Illdians were in connexion with the hostile
Sioux of l\1Lunesuta. A party from Minnesota had b en with these Iudians at the council
on Hor:<e cret>k. I sent Agent Lorey a despatch and got him to come in per,;on to tbe Secretary of the Interior. He did so, and laid the matter before the deputment, with my Jetter, antl they appuinted a commission, consisting of Agent Colley, Ag~:n t Lorey. and myself, to get the Ar •pahoes and Cheyennes in council, and especially the northern bauds,
for the pmpose of making an adjust.ment. I got his return and got the commi~~ion, I
tihink in July, 186~. I sent for Major Colley, and wa arranged for a council on the head
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of the Republican in the fall of 1863, on the 1st da.y of September, or thereabouts. I em·
ployed Elbridge Gorry, who has been about twenty-five years among them and lns a
Cheyenne wife, (and, by the way, he is a grandson of Elbridge Gerry who signed the Declaration of Independence, and a scholar and am tn of very good mind,) and Antoine Jau•
nice, to go to the Indians on the head of the Republican and on the Platte, and up and
above Major Lort>y's agency, to find all the Arapahoes and Cheyennes they cJnld. They
starteil and notified them of the council and induced them to agree to come. They spent
the time up to the 1st of September in these efforts. They met various bands and got promisfs from them to be at the council. Major Colley and l\ir. Smith, together, undertook to
notify the Indians of the Arkflnsas, the Arapahoes and Cheyennes, of thiR council, and
induce them to come. They went in person anrl vi&ited their principal hands and urged
the impo1tance and necessity of coming. At the time of the council, however, thq de·
clined to come, on account of their horses being poor, they being at work making their
lodges, and the journey being such a long one. It was supposed to be about a medium
ground IJetween the different bands , so that we could get them all together. That was advised by Gerry and others, as will be seen in his repor t of this expedition. Mr. Gerry met
the Cheyennes more particularly, where nearly all their chief::> were together, at the bead of
the ~moky Hill, on Beaver creek, and they promi.<>ed to meet him at the time. He cftme out
to the Platte river and escorted us to the Upper Timber, on the Rickaree fork of the Platte
river, where we went; and after he had escorted us so that he could give us directions to
find the place within two days' travel, he left us, in order to conduct the Ind ns to the
same place. We waited two weeks for the Indians and Mr. Gerry's return, and we got
quite unea~y about his safety. He came in finally with a report, which is published in my
annual report for 1863, showing the reasons why they declined to come. I think all or
nearly all the chief::> that signed the treaty of Fort Wise were in the party at tlJe time.
Mr. Gerry says that one of them, Bull Bear by name, agreed to come in on hi::; promising
to give him a horse if he would do so, hut they held a council and decided that he Rhould
not do it; that they did njt want anything more to do with the whites; that they did not
want any prest-nts, but they wanted their lands, and would have their lanrls. Mr. Gerry
argued very sensibly, as will be seeu by referring to his statement, which I hope the com·
mittee will read. After his report we bad nothing to do. The chief of one of the northern bands, Spotted Horse, came in. Major Lorey saw Fridfty, and be promil:;ed to come,
but did not get there. I saw several small parties of Cheyennes myself, who told me that
they had decided not to hold a council. One was Yellow Wolf's band that I met on the
Platte as I was on this expedition. They Eaid, however, they meant to he friendly ; they
did not mean to fight, but th ey meant to have their lands. 'l'hey took the ground that they
had never sold their lands. Mr. Geny argued with th~m that they barl be.t ter recognize
that, but the chiefs who signed thftt treaty told Gerry that they were obliged to repudiate
the signing of that treaty of Fort Wise, or the Dog soldiers would kill th em.
I returned home and was under the necessity of going as far in the opposite direction to
meet the Tabahuache band of Utah Indians, which I bad made arrangements to meet on
the 1st of October. After I got back from Comjos, which took me until the latter part of
October, I think the 16th or 20th of October, a party of Indians near Denver made a raid,
and they stole Mr. Van Wirmer's horses. I sent out for them to come in and see me, counselled them against difficulty, and told them they must give up the horses they bad stol<m and
try to remain peaceful. I sent to the department statements of these matte n~, which were
published in the report for 1863. Thel'e were Arapahoes, I think, altogether; I do not
think there were any Cheyennes among them I sent for the Indians to come in, and thty
gave up the horses that had been stolen, or made recompense for them to Mr. Van Wirmer. I
found a white man, Mr. North, among them, who had been living with them for years
and had a squaw wife, who sent me word that he could give me some advice that would
be very important. I sent for him to come in, and hi::; statement as made to me I commu·
nicated to the Interior Department and to the War Department at the time. and it will be
found in my report for this year. His statement that a council of war ba1 b een held, and a
confederation of the Indians bad agreed to go to Wi:H in the spring, was laid before the War
.Department, and a request made that our military posts be strengthened instead of with·
drawing troops, as the War Department was then withdrawing them on account of the
danger. In the sp1ing these Indians stole 17 5 bead of cattle from Irvin & Jackman, gov·
ernment contractors, about thirty-five or forty miles from Denver, where they were herding
them.
Question. What Indians took those cattle ?
Answer. They were Cheyennes, I suppose. That if'l, the Indians who came in to make
peace with Major Wynkoop gave me the statement of the part cular bands that had com~
mitted the depredations, a memorandum of which I have. I do not recollect the facts
well enough to state which Indians they were, lmt I can furnish them in detail as reported
by the Indians themselves in this council. I got Major Whitely to take a record of th~
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ISA.Jings o£ the council when they were at Denver, when Colonel Chivington and Colonel
Shoop and other officers were present. That is the same council referred to by Captain
Smith. Very netnly at the same time they committed the depredations on the Platte, and
there wetfl several depredations of this kind committed on the Arkansas and at dHTerent
points, in pursuance of the arrangement that they had made with one another. The plan
was laid down in Mr. North's statement. Wherever there were depredations the people
were alarmed and ran in for military protection, and the soldiers went off while there were
any to send. But early in the spring not only were our posts not re-enforced, but General
Curti!'! ordered our troops all to Kansas, to rendezvous In the southeast corner of the Terri·
tory, on the Arkansas, with the understanding that they were to go to KansJ.s. as the
general !laid, to fight rebels. I not only maG.e application for re-enforcements, bnt protested against this. as I knew that the Indians, seeing the troops going away, woultl become more troublesome and we should have more dilticulty in keeping them quiet. Major
Colley laborl:lrl very e'\rne::.t!y to try to pacify and keep them quie~; but tllese circumstances emboldened them. You will find a portion of my correspondence on the sulject
in my annual report for this year. I was unable to collect the facte as to all the ctepredations that were committed at various points. They were not all reported to my office, and
I made application at the office of the commander for the information so as to embody it
jn my report-! mean the depredations that we had heard of as occurring at various points
during the spring and summer-and the commander said he was not allowed to furnish
the evidence. I suppose the reports will be found on the files of the War Department.
Qut>stion. At the time of the interview at Denver, when these chiefs were np there in
behalf of the Cheyennes, were assurances given by you and Colonel Chivington that if
they returned and went into camp in the neigtrborbood of Fort Lyon and did not corumit
de.predations, they would have no difficulty?
Answer. After a long talk, by which 1 endeavored to get all the information that was
practicable in regard to who had been doing mi::chicf and what mischief they had been
doing, I askeu them what asRurance they would give that they were going to be friendly.
1 8aid that it was no part of our intention to continue a war; that their dispo~ition to be
friendly was manifested by their coming up, but I wanted to know what they were willing
to do to assure us of their continued friend::;hip; whether they would be wil:ing to join ue
in fighting the Sioux, a large p:uty of whom, from the north of the Platte, they told us,
were then threatening the .Platte river, and were on the heo:d of the Republican. I have
here the minutes of that council at Denver, as taken down by Major Whitely.
Question. For a more specific statement you may refer to the minutes ; but you can
give us now the substance of the thing, and subsrquently furnish the minutes if you wish.
Answer. After a talk the Indians said they desired to make peace, and they asked if I
could give them any m;surance that their band, which was on the head of the Hepublican,
\vould be safe. I told them that I could not ; that the wlcliers might come acroRs them
there and attack them ; I could not say anything about that; that their best course would
be to get out of the way-to bring them in. In gene1al terms they were advised that
they had bem at war ; that they had been committing a great many depredations by their
own confession; that I was not the peace·making power; that the War Department
claimed the right to say when the troops 8hould make war and when they should make
peace, and that !·turned them over to the War Department for this purpooe. They pro·
fessed to be willing not only to make peace, but to join with the whites in fighting the
Sioux, the Kioways, and the Comanches, all of whom had been with them in their war
parties.
Question. Was it not said by Colonel Chivington and yourself that if they woul<i with.
draw out of the way and go into the neighborhood of Fort Lyon they would be safe?
Answer. No, sir.
Question. What was the substance of what you told them on that subject?
Answer. The substance of my as::;urance was that they should show their peaceable in·
tentions, and that I han little doubt they would be able to make and retain friendly relations with the military department.
Question. Was it not suggested to them to go to the neighborhood of Fort Lyon ·with
their camp?
Am:wer. Colonel Chivington was there; be was commanding the district. Fort Lyon
was not in hi.s di:;trict. I asked him if he bad anything to say, and he simply remarked
to them that his way of making peace was for them to Jay down their arms; that the soldiers were still out on the war-path. That, I think, was about the substance of his ex·
pression. That is also found in Major Whitely's report. Colonel Chivington siwply re~
marked that they were out of his command; that Major Wynkoop would take them back
and that be was competent to take care of them, or something to that effect.
Question. Was MaJor Wynkoop there with them?
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Answer. He was there at the conncil. Immediately after that council I -'tlgg~sted to
Maj r r Wynlwnp, through Colonel Sboop-I did not see him myself-that my judgment
'W<~S, that fur the time being it was better to treat them as prisoners of war, snrrendered
pdsroners. I had r.o bu~iness to advise him about it; it was simply an extm-otndal sugge~tiou that I made. 1 understood, however, that Major Wynkoop did treat them in that
Wcty.

By Mr. Ro's:
Que-tion Did these men come in by your request?
Answa. No. The council was h ... ld by my request, as I before stated. The,e were
brought ih by Major Wynkoop, who went ont to their camp to rescue some white prisoners
fr••m them, and when he got there he suggested to them to make peace and come in, and
they came with him to see me.
By Mr. DooLITTLE:
Qnef'.tion. Looking at the whole ·transaction as it was, did you not nnderstrmd that when
the_-e Iudians came and proposed to surrender the white prisoners, it was an overture on
their rart tJ do something to try and make peace with us?
An~wer . I did.
Qnestion Did you not understand from what occurred at the conncil when Maj nr Wyn·
ko< Jp was there, and on their going back, that, as they had surrendered thete wl!ite pris·
ont rs, if they went back and remained wheru they were located, they were to have peace?
An~wer. I supposerl that they were.
Qnestion . Mrtjor Wynkoop so understooa, as far as you know?
An~wer. Yes, sir; I suppo>:ed they were to have peace.
What occurred after they went
aw.1 y from Denver I have nothing but flying rumors about. The next day after that conn·
-ci1 I started for the Conejos treaty-ground, 250 miles c,ff.
By lllr. noss :
QueRtion. Can you give us any explanation of the orders under which the massacre occurred?
An::;wer. In regard to the massacre I gave no orders. I came away from the Territory
before it occurred, and had no knowledge of any intention to make such an attack. I
knew the soldiers were to go after the ho::.tile Indians, but that they were actually going
I had no knowledge whatever.
Question Did you, as governor, mal\e any order about following them up?
Answer I made no orders except what will be found in my annual reports. 'Th ere is a
proclaruation there to which some have tctken exception. I will simply say in rega.rd to
it th-tt it was at a time when our troops ·were all t ·-tken away or undP-r ordt:rs to go away.
The ]l'lst company was on the march down to the Arkansas when several murders of families and burnings of houses occurred close to the capital. The p eople were tenibly excited
and making a great cry that I did not do anything for them. It w,ts impossible to secure
the militia. It w<~s out of the question, on acctmnt of the state of the militia law, to get
the militia out. We had no means of eqnipping such as would volunteer to go. In that
~tate of ~he Jaw, as the only means I could thillk of to jnstify the people in defending
themEelves W<'IS to issue a proclamation authorizing them to do, so I issued the proclarnativn, and it is p:-trt of my report. I may say fmth er in regard to it that, in Telerence to
pnrsuiJ ,g, cafltuting, and dest roying the enemy, I quoted the langnflg'3 of the Secretary of
War in h is complimentary ord~r to Gene1al Rosec rans. 'fhe same lauguage which he used
in rt>gard to 1he rebels I used in regard to the Indians. There was nothing said about massacring. The troops were stdctly prohibited from interfering with friendly Iudi<~.ns, as
will be Rreu by the documt>nt. '1 hat proclamation was issued before we commenced raising
the third ngimeot, which I subsequently got autholity from the Secretary of War t > do.
I had made application a month before fur authority to rai;;e them, but did not get it until
thi:; time . At the time I issued this proclam,ttion I renewed my application to him for
the means of defending ourselves, and he granted the privilege of rai::ling a reg iment,
which was done very promptly by our people, for there was a great state of alarm and excitemeut at the time.
Qnet'tion. H ;Ld you anything to do with directing the troops when this attack was made?
Answer. Nothing. I had no more command of those troops than I h:-td of the army of
the Potomac. I did not advise it in any way. Whenever anybody has sttid anything to
me about troops, I have said that what they were raised for was to fight the Indians. I
never had any knowledge that that particular attack was contemplated or that it occurred
until I w-ts in the States, after haviug left the TerritoTy,
By Mr. WINDOM:
Qnestion. Do you know of any pll.lliatiO'll or excuse for that mas!lacre except what you
have stated before in general terms?
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Answer. There are two f'tr.ries in regard to it. I do not know what the testimony
brought before you is in reference to it, bnt I see by my Denver papers and some others
whic:h I hctve received that they j11stify the attack on the ground tha,t those Indians bad
left the fort and gone off with hostile intentions.· I have seen one letter of that ldud in
the Denver papers.
Question. But you do not know ney facts yourself?
Answer. I know no facts either justif1 ing or condemning it except what I have heard
here tu-da.y-some of th B statements made by Captain Smith . It would be a matter of
interest, I have no doubt, to the committee if we were to collect a st,ltement of the progress of the war so as to give tbe depredcttions committed, and show the inauguration of
it. I h rtve no don bt, as is stated in my annual rtport, that emissaries frum tile hostile
tribes who were driven out of Minnesota have got us into these difficulties. 'fhe restlessness that is among our Ind 1ans would probably have amounted to nqtbing if it had not
been for those Sioux ,coming down there and te!ling them-this is their common (·xpression-·' Now, whilst the whites are fighting amor.g thernselvel'l, we can join together and
drive them out of this country." I think that is a very general opinion among the Indians.
·

FORT LYON, C. T., Junuary 15, 1865.
Personally appeared before me John Smith, Indian interpreter . who, after l•eing duly
sworn, says: That on the fourth day of September, 1864:, he was appointed Indian interpreter for the post of Fort Lyon, and has continued to serve in that capacity up to tbe present date ; that on the fourth d <IY of September, 1864:. by order of MajurE W. Wynkoop,
commanding post of Fort Lyon, he was called upon to hold a conversation with three
Cheyenne Indians, viz , One Eye and two others, who had been brought into the post
tbat day ; that the result of the interview was as follows : One Eye, Cheyenne, stated
th:tt the princip'll chiefs and sub-chiefs of the Cheyenne and Arapaho nations had held a
consultation and agreed to send in himself, One Eye, with a paper written by George Bent,
ha.lf-breed, to the effect that they, tbe Cheyennes and Arapahoes, had and did agree to
turn over to Major E. W. Wynkoop, or any military authority, all the white pri8oners they had
in their pn!'lsession, as they were all anxious to make peace with the whites, and never
deRired to be at war.
Major E W. Wynkoop then asked One Eye, he having lived among whites and known to
hn.ve always been friendly disposed toward them, whether he thought the Indians were
sincere, and whether they would deliver the white persons into his (Mnjor Wynkoop'~)
hands. His r~ply was, that at the risk of his life be would guarantee their sincerity.
Major w·ynkoop th(n told him ·th'l.t he would detain him as a prisoner for the time, aud
if he conclu.!(~d to proceed to the Indian camp, he would take him out with him and hold
him as a hostage for their (the Indi>tns') good faith.
One Ey,1 al,;o stated that the Comanche and Arapal~o nation.s were congregated to the
number of two thousand on the headwaters of the Smoky Hill, including some forty JodgPs
of Sioux ; that they had rendezvoused there and brought in their war parties for the
purprse of bearing what would be the result of their meFsage, by which they had sued
for peace, anrl would remr..io until they hear,i something definite.
Major Wynkoop told One Eye that he would proceed to the Inrlian camps and take him
with him. One Eye replied that he was perfectly willing to be detain(}d a prisoner, as weli
as tu remain a hostage for the good fctith of the Indians, but de:;ired the major to start as
soon as pos~ihle for fear the Indians might separate. On the sixth day of September I was
ordered to proceed with Major Wynkoop and his command in thg direction of the Iudian
encampment. After a four dap;' march we came in sight of tbe Indians, and one of the
three Indians before mentioned WilS sent to acquaint the chiefs with what was the object of
of the expedition, with the statement that M<~jor Wynkoop desired to hold a consultation
with the chief:;
On the tenth day of September the consult11tion was helrl between Major Wynkoop and
his offic..-r,; and the principal chi.- fs of the Chey<'nne and Arapaho nations
Major \Vynkoop state•\ throu~h me to the chief.~ apart that he ha·l received their message; tlut acting
on that, he had co:ue up to talk with them ; asked them whether they bad all agreed to
and indoraed the content~ of the letter which he hari in hi:> possession, and which had
been received from One Eye Receivirw an answer in the aflirm;ttive, he then told the
chief:; tbat he had not the authority to c;n~lude terms of peace with them, but he rlesired
to make a prnposition to them to the effect that if they would give lJim evidence of
their g;ood f..tith by delivering inb his lnnds the white prh;omrs thl'y h:ld in their possession, he would endeavor to pro~ure for them p.~ace, whicb. would be subject to conditions;
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that he would take with him what principal chiefs they might select and conduct them in
safety to the governor of Colorado, and, whatever might be the result of their interview
with him, return them safely to their tribe.
Black K ettle, the he:>d chief of the Cheyenne n 'ltion, replied as follows : That the
Cheyenne and .Arapaho nations had always endeavored to observe the terms of their treaty
with the United States government; that some years previously, when the white emigration
first commenced coming to what is now the Territory of Colorado, the country which was
in possession of the Cheyenne and .Arapaho nations, they could have succeqsfully made
war against them; they did not desire to do so; had invariably treated them with kindness, and had never to their knowledge committed any destruction whatever ; that until
the last two months they had gotten along in perfect peace and harmony with their
white brethren; but while a hunting party of their young men were proceeding north, in
the neighborhood of the South Platte river, having found some loose stock belonging to
white men, which they were taking to a ranch to deli\'er them up, they were suddenly
confronted by a party of United States soldiers and ordered to deliver up their arms. A
difficulty immediately ensued, which resulted in the killing and wounding of sever<~l on
both sides. A short time after this occurrence took place a village of papooses and squaws
and old men, located on what is known as the Ced,lr canon, a short distance north of the
South Platte river, who were perfectly unawa.re of any difficulty having occurred between
any portion of their tribe (Cheyenne.3) and the whites, was athcked by a large party of
soldiers, and some of them killed, and their ponies driven off. After this, while a body of
United States troops were proceeding from the Smoky Hill to the .Arkansas river, they reachtd
the neighborhood of Lean Bear's band of the Cheyenne nation. Lean Bear, second chief of
the Cheyennes, approached the column of troops, alone, his warriors remaining off some dbtance, he not dreaming that there was any hostility between his nation and the whiteR.
He was immediately Ehot down, and fire opened upon his band, the result of which was a
fight between the two parties. Presuming from all the circumstances that war was inevitable, the young men of the Cheyenne nation commenced to retaliate by committing various depredations; all the time of wl1ich he, Black Kettle, and other principal chief.;; of the
Cheyenne nation, were opposed to war, and endeavored by all means in their power to restore p:1.cific relations between that tribe and their white brethren; but at V<Lrious times,
when endeavoring to approach the milit<try post for the purpoae of accomplishing the
same, were fired upon a'ld driven off. In the mean time, while th eir brothers and allies.
the .Arapahoes, were on perfectly friendly terms with the white;;, and Left H ttnd's band of
that nation were camped in close vicinity of Fort Larned, Left Hand, one of the ptincipal
chiefs of the Arapaho nation, learnin.z that it was th e intention of the Kioways on a
certain day to drive off th e stock from Fort Larned, proceeded to the commanding officer
of that poEt and informed him of the fctct. No attention was paid to· the information he
gave, and on the day indicated the KiowrLys ran off the stock. Left IIand again approached
the post with a portion of his warriors for the purpose of offering his services to the
commanding officer there to pur,:ue and endeavor to regain the stock from the Kioway
Indians, when he was fired upon and obliged hilstily to leave.
'J he young men of the Arapaho nation, supposing it WilS the intention of the whites
to make war upon them, as well as the Cheyennes, also commenced retaliating as well as
th ey were able, and against the desire of most of their principal chiefs, who, ns well a~
Dlac:k Kettle, and other chief.;; of the Cheyennes, were bitterly opposed to hostilities with
the whites
He then sail! th}t he had lately heard of a proclamation issued by the Governor of Colorado, invitin g all friendly-disposed Indians to come in to the diffrlrcnt military posts, and
that they would be protected by the government. Under these circumstances, and although
lie thought the whites had been the aggressors and forced the troul>le upon the Indians, yet,
anxious for the welf<tre of his people, he had made this last effort to communicate ag 1in
wiLh the military authority, and h e was glad he had succeeded.
He then arose, shook hands with Major Wynkoop and his officers, stating that he was
still what he had always been, a friend to the whites, and, as far as he was concerned, he
was willing to deliver up the white prisoners, or do anything that was required of him, to
procure peace, knowing it to be for the good of h is people; l>ut that there were other chief.;
vvho still thought they were badly treated by their white l>rethren, who were willing to
make peace, but who felt unwilling to deliver up the pri::;oners simply on the promise o~
Major Wynkoop that he would endeavor to procure them peace. They desired that the
delivering up of the white prisoners should be an assurance of peace. He also went on to
Etate that, even if Major Wynkoop's propositions were not accepted then by the chief::;
assembled, and although they had sufficient force to entirely overpower Major Wynkoop's
small command, yet, from the fact that he had come in good fa.ith to hold this CQnsultatioo, he should return uttmolested to Fort Lyon.
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The expressions of other chiefs were to the effect that they insisted upon peace as thecondition of their delh·ering up the white prisoners.
Major Wynkoop finally replied that he repeated what he had said before-that it was
not in his power to insure them peace, and that all he had to say in the closing was, that
they might think about his proposition; that he would march to a certain locality distant
twelve miles, and there await the result of their consultation two days, advising them at
the Eame time to accede to his proposition, as the best means of procuring that peace for·
which they were anxious.
The white prisoners were brought in and turned over to Major Wynkoop before the time
had expired set by him ; and Black Kettle, White Antelope and Bullbeef, of the Cheyenne
nation, as well as Nevah Nattune, Bovea, and Hieys Buffalo, of the Arapaho nation, all
these chiefs, delivered themselves over to Major Wynkoop. We then proceeded to Fort
Lyon, and from there to Denver, Colorado Territory, at which place Governor Evans beHl
a consultation with the chiefs, the result of which was as follows: He told them he had
nothing to do with them; that they would return with Major Wynkoop who would reconduct them in safety, and they would have to await the action of the military authorities.
Colonel Chivington, then in command of the district, also told them that they would remain
at the disposal of M-1jor Wynkoop until higher authority had acted in their case The
Indians appeared perfectly satisfied, presuming that they would eventually be all right as
soon as those authorities could be heard from, and expressed tbemsel ves so. Black Kettle
embraced the governor and Major Wynkoop, and shook hands with all the other officials
present, perfectly oontented, deeming that the matter was settled. On our return to Fort
Lyon I was told by Major Wynkoop to say to the chief,;; that they could bring their different ba.nds, including their families, to the vicinity of the post until he had heard from
the big chief; that be preferred to have them under his eye and away from other quarters
where they were likely to get into difficulties with the whites. The chiefs replied that they
were willing to do anything Major Wynkoop might choose to dictate, as they had perfect confidence in him. Accordingly the chiefs went after their families and villages and brought
them in. They seemed satisfied that they were in perfect security and safety. After their
villages were located r.nd l\'fajor Wynkoop had sent an officer to headquarters for instructions, he (Major Wynkoop) was relieved from eGmmand of the post by Major Scott J. Anthony, and I was ordered to interpret for him (Major Anthony) in a consultation he desired
to hold witlt the Indians. The consultation that there took place between Major Anthony
and the Indians was n.s follows: Major Anthony told them that he had been sent here to
relieve Major Wynl•oop, and that he would from that time be in command of this post ;
that he haLl come here under orders from the commander of all the troops in this country,
and that,he had orders to have nothing to do with Indians whatever, for they had heard at
headquarters that the Indians had lately been committing depredations, &c , in the very
neighborho od of this post; but that, since his arrival, he had learned that these reports
were all fa lse: that he would write to headquarters himself and correct the rumor in ,
regard to them, and tuat he would have no obj ection to th eir remaining in the vicinity of
Sand creek, where the,v were th en loc:tted, until such a time as word might 1Je received
from the commander of the department; that he himself would forward a complete statement of all th:tt he had seen or heard of them, and that be was in hopes that he ·would have
some good news for the Indirtns npon receiving an answer; but be was sorry that his orders
were such as to render it impossible for him to make them any issues whatever. The Indhms then replied that it would lJe impossilJie for them to remain any great length of time,
as they were short of provisions. Major Anthony then told them they could let their villages remain where they were, and could send their young men out to hunt buff<tlo, as he
had understood that the buffalo had lately come close in . The Indians appeared to be a
little dissatisfied at the change in commanders of the post, fearing that it boricd th~Jm
no goorl ; but, having received assurances of safety from Major Anthony, they still had no
fears of their fa.milies being disturbed.
On the twenty-sixth of November I received permission from Major Scott J. Anthony,
commanding post, to proeeed to the Indian villages on Sand creek, for the purpose of
trading with the Indians, and started, accompanied by a :>oldier named David Louderhock,
and a citizen, Watson Clark. I reached the village and commenced to trade with them
On the morning of the twenty-ninth of November the camp was attacked by Colonel J ,\l.
Chivington, with a command of from nine hundred to one thousand men. The Indian
viilage numbered about one hundred lodges, counting altogether about fiVil hundred
souls, two-third:> of whom were women and children, all of whose bodies had lJeen mutilated
in the most horrible manner. When the troops first approached, I endeavored to join
them, lmt was repeatedly fired upon ; also the soldier and citizen with me. When the
troops began approaching, I saw Black Kettle, the head chief, hoist the American fla~,
tearing there might be some mistake as to who they were.
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4fter the fight Colonel Chivington returned with his command in the direction of Fort
Lyon, and then proceeded down the Arkansas river.
J()HN S. SMITH, U11ited Sla'es Irtlerpreler.
Sworn and subscribed tu at b'ort Lyon, C. T., this 27th day of January, 1865.
W. P. MINTON,
Second Lieutenant First New Mexico Volunteers, Post Adjutant
A true copy:

J E. TAPPAN,

Acting Assistant Adjutant General

FoRT Lvo~, Cor.ORADO, Janua1·y 27, 1865.
Per:;onally appeared before me Samuel G. Colley, who, b eing duly sworn, on oath de·
poses and says : That he is now, and has been for the pa~t three years, United States agent
for the Arapahoes and Cheyenne Indians; that in the month of June last he received instructions from Hon. John Evans, governor and ex-officio superinbmdent of Indian afia,irs
for Colomclo Territory, direct!ng him to send out persons into the Indian country to dis·
tribute p1inted proclamations (which he was furni,;hed with) inviting all friendly Iudians
to come into the d .fferent places deRignated in said proclamation, and they wuuld be protected and fed ; that he cau~ed the terms of sai.i proclamation to be widely disseminated
among the different t1 ibes of Indians unrler his char~e, and that in accorda.nce therewith a
JarE;e number of Arapahot>s and Cheyennes came into this post, and provi:;ions were issued
to them by Major E. W. Wynkoop, commmding, and myself; that on the 4tll day of Septem b··r last two Cheyenne Indians (One-E) e and Manirnick) came into this post with information that the Arapahoes and Cheyennes had several white prisoners among them that
they had purchased, and wt•re desirous of giving them up and making peace with the .whites;
that on tue 6th day of September following Major E. W. Wynkoop left thi;; post with a detachment of troops to rescue said prisoners, and that., after an ab3ence of several days, he
n~turned, bringing with him four white prisonP-rs, which he received from the Araptho
and Cheyenne Indians;' he was accompanied on his return by a number of the most- iuflu·
ential men of both tribes, who were unanimou.-ly opposed to war with the whites, and desired peace at almost any terms that the whites might dictate; that immediately upon the
arrival of Major "Wynkoop at this post, large numbers of Arapahoes and Cheyennes carne
in and camped near the post; M.,j ,)r Wyul;oop selected several of the most 'prominent
chiefs of both nations and proceeded to Denver to counsel with Superintendent Evans; after
hi:; return he held frequent councils with the Indi,-tns, and at all of them dist nctly stated
that he was not empowered to treat with them, but that he had d espatched a messenger to
the headquarter,; of the department stating their wh>hes in the matter, and that as soon RS
he rectived auvices from there he would inform tbem of the deci~ion of General Curtis re·
specting them; that until that time, if they placed themselves under his protection, they
should not be molested; that the Indian!'! rem<tine:i quietly near the post until the arrival
of Major Anthony, who relieved l.Vl.1jor Wynkoop; Major Anthony helc.l a council with the
Indians and i11formed them thil.t he was iustructed not to allow any Indians in or near the
post, but that he had found matters here much better th>tn he expeded, and ad vised them
to go out and camp on Sd.nd creek until he could hear from Geneml Curti,;; he wh;hed
them to keep him fully advised of all movements of the Sioux, which they promptly did;
he also promised them that as soon as he he·i-rd from General Curtis he would ad vise them
of his decision; from the time that Maj ,.H· Wynkoop left this post to go out to rescue the
white pri,;oners until the arrival of Colunel Chivington here, wl1ich t)Ok plac~ on the 28th
of November hu;t, no dep1edation3 of any kind had been committed by the Indians within
twv hundred miles of this po.,;t; that upon Col.mel Chidngton's arrival here with a large
body of troops he w.1s informed wherd these Indians were encamped, and was fully advised
under wh~:tt circumst mces they had come into this post, and why they were then on S tnd
creek; that he was remonstrated with both by officers and ci viliJ.ns at thi;; post against
making war upon these Indians; that he wct.s informed and fully advised that there was a
large numbAr of friendly Indians there, together With several white men, who were 'there
at the reqm·st of bimsdt (Colley) aud by perm;ssion of ;\la}1r Anthony; thilt notwi thst:lndin\! his lmowledge of the fads as above set forth, he is iuf,>rmed that Colonel Chi vington
did, on the morning of the 29th of November last, surprise and attack s'tid camp of fdeudly
Indians and massacre a l<trge number of them, (mo~tly w,,men and child1en,) and did allow
tbe troops of his command to mangle and mutilate them in the mo~t horrible manner.
S. G. COLLEY, United Stutes lndtan Agent.
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Sworn and subscribed to before me this 28th day of January , lSGS,.at Fort Lyon, Colo
rado Territory.
W. P. 1\IINTON,
Stconrl Liwlenant Fird ~Yew .~lexica Volunteers, Post AdJutant.
A true copy:

J . E. TAPPAN,
Acting Assistant Adfutant General.

FoRT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY, January 16, 1865.
Personally appeared before me Lieutenant Jamas D. Connor, first New l\fexico volunteer infantry, who, after being duly ,;worn, says: That on the 28th day of November, 186!,
I W<tS ordered by Major Scott J. Anthony to accompany him on an expedition (Indian) as
his lnttalion adjutant; the object of th;tt expedition was to be a thorough campaign against
hostile Indians, as I was led to understand I referrerl to the fact of there being a friendly
camp of Indians in the immediate nei~hborhood, and remonstrated against simply attacking th~tt C<tmp, as I \¥as aware that they were resting th ere in fancied security under promises l1eld out to them of safety from Major E. W. Wynkoop, former commander of thtJ post
of Fort Lyon. as well as by Ma.i '>r S J. Anthony, then in command. Our battalion was attached to the comm<-tnd of Colonel J. M Chivington, and left Fort Lyon on the night of
the 28th of No,·ember, 18G4; about rlaybreak on the morning of the 29th of November
we came in sight of the camp of the fciendly Indians aforementioned, and were ordered by
Colonel Chivington to attack the same, which was accordingly done. The command of Colonel Chivington was composed of about one 'thous<l.nd men; the village of the Indians consis ted of from one hundred to one hundred and thirty lodgef'1, and, as far as I am able to
judg~. of from five hundr,.. d to six hundred souls, the majority of which were women and
children; in going over the battle-ground the next day I did not see a body of man, woman, or child b11t was scalper:!, and in many instances their bodies were mutilated in the
most horriule manner-men, women, and children's privates cut out, &c ; I heard one
man say th~:~,t he had cut out a womA.n',; private parts and had them for exhibition on a
stick ; 1 heard another man 8ay that he had cut the fingers off an Indian to get the rings
on the h>\nd; according to the best of my knowledge and belief these atrocities that were
committed were with knowledge of J. l\1: Chivington, and I'do not know of his taldn~ any
measures to prevent them; I heard of one in~tance of a child a few months old being
thrown in the feed-box of a wagon, and after being carried some dista.nce left on the
ground to ped::;h ; I also heard of numerous instances in which men bad cut out the private parts of females and stretched them over the S<iddle-bows, and wore them over their
hats while riding in the ranks. All these matters were a subject of general conversation,
and could not he!p being known by Colonel J. l\1. Chivington.
JAMES D. CONNOR,
First Lieutenrmt First Infantry New lJftxico Volunteers.

Sworn and sub3cribed to before me this 27th day of January, 1865, at Fort Lyon, Coloradu 'l'erritory.
W. P. MINTON,
Second Lieutenant First New ."1/exico Vulunteers, Post Ad}utant.
A tn:e .copy:

J. E. TAPPAN,
Acting Assistant Ad}utant General United States Volunteers.

FoRT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY, January 27, 1865.
Personally appeared before me Private David L1.uderbock, first cavalry of Colorado, and
R. W Clark, citizen, who, after be:ng duly sworn, say: That they accompanied John Rmith,
Unitei t-it;~tes Indian interpreter, on tt1e 26th dcty of November, 1864, by permission of
Major Scott J. A11thony, c >mma.nding- post, Fort Lyon, C.Jlorado Territory, t.o the village of
the friendly Cheyenne anl Arapaho In(li ms, on S twl creek, close to !fort Lyon, Colorado
Territory, he, John Smith, haviug received permi;;sion to trade with the aftJresaid friendly
Indicms; th ~ton the morning of the 29th day of November, 1864, the said Indian villi:lge
was at tacked while deponents were in the s ·-~ome, by Colonel J. M Chivin~ton, with a command of a.IJont one thousanrl (l,OOO) men; that according to their best knowledge and belief the entire Indian village w 1s composed of not more than five hundred (500) souls, twothirds of which were women and children ; that the dead bodies of women and children
were afterwards mutiLtted in the m• st horrible manner; that it was the understanding of
the dcpnnen t:>, and the geneLLl understanding of the garri;:;on of Fort Lyon, that this vil-,
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lage were friendly Indians; that they had been allowed to remain in the localities they
were then in by permission of ~1ajor Wyuko0p, former commander of the po:>t, and by i\hjor Anthony, then in command, as well as from the fact that permission had been given
John Smith and the deponents to visit the said camp for the purpose of trading.
DAVID H. LAUDERBOCK.
R. W. CLARK .
.Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of January, 1865.
W. P. MINTON,
Second Lieutenant New :llfexico Volunteers, Post Adfutant .

J. E. TAPPAN,

A true copy:
Acting

A~sistant

Ad}ulant General.

FORT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY, January 27, 1865.
Personally appeared before me Second Lieutenant W. P. Minton, first regiment New
:Mexico infantry volunteers, a.nd Lieutenant C. M. Cossitt, first cavalry of Colorado, who,
after being duly sworn, say: That on the 28th day of November, 1864, Colonel J. l\1. Chivington, with the third regiment of Colorado cavalry, one-hundred-day men, and a battalion
of the first cavalry of Colorado, anived at this post, and on the 29th of November attacked
a village of friendly Indians in the vicinity, a'hd, according to representations made by
others in our presence, murdered their women and children, and committed the most horrible outrages upon the dead bodies of the same; that the aforesaid Indians were recognized
as friendly by all parties of this post, under the following circumstances, viz: that Major
E. W. ·wynkoop, formerly commander of the post. had given them assurances of safety
until such time as he could hear from the commanding general of the department, in consequence of their having sued for peace and given every evidence of their sincerity by delivering up the white prisoners they had in their posses~ion, by congregating their families
together, and leaving them at the mercy of the garrison at Fort Lyon, who could have massacred them at any moment they felt so disposed ; that upon Major Wynkoop's being relieved from the command of Fort Lyon, and Major Scott J. Anthony's assuming command
of the same, it was still the understanding between Major Anthony and the Indians that
they could rest in the security guaranteed them by Major Anthony; also that Colonel J. :\f.
Chiviogton, on his arrival at the post of Fort Lyon, was aware of the circumstances in regard to the Indians, from the fact that different officers remonstrated with him, and stated
tv him how these Indians were looked up on by the entire garri:;on ; that notwithstanding
these remonstrances, and in the face of all these facts, he committed the massacre aforementioned .
W. P. MINTON,

Second Lieutenant

Fir.~t

New .JJ!exico Vo!un 'eers.

C. M. COSt:liTT,
First Lieutenant F,rst Ouvalry of Colorado.

Sworn and subscribed to before me.this 27th day of January, 1865.
W. W. DENNISON,
Second Lieutenant First Colorado Veteran Cavalry,
·
Acting Regimental Arf}uta.nt.

A true copy:

J. E. TAPPAN,
Acting

As~istant

Adjutant General.

FORT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY, January 16, 18 65.
Personally appeared beforE\ me Captain R. A. Hill, first New ~1exico vo] unteer infantry,
who, after being duly sworn, says: 'l'hat, as an officer in the United States service, he was on
duty at Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory, at the time there was an uncterstanding between the
chiefs of the Arapaho and Cheyenne nations and Majnr E W. ·wynkoop, with regard to
their resting in safety with their villages in the vicinity of Fort Lyon until such time as
orde1 s in regard to them could be received from the commanding- general of the department; that after Major Wynkoop being relieved from the command of B,ort Lyon, Colorado
~erritory, the same understanding existed between Major Scott J . Anthony and the afore-
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said Indians; that to the best of his knowledge and belief the village of Indians mas:>acred
by Colonel J . M. Chivington on the 29th day of November, 1t64, were the same friendly
Indians heretofore referred to.
R. A. HILL,
Captain First New Mexico Volunteers.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 27th day of January, 1865.
W. P. MINTO~.
Second Lieul. First Infantry New :lJfexico Volunteers, Post AdJutant.
A true copy:

J. E. TAPPAN,
Acting Assistant AdJutant General.

ExECUTIVE DEPAttTllfENT, CoLORADO TERRITORY,

Denver, June 29, 1864.
Sm: I enclose a circular to the Inclians of the plains. You will, by every means
you can, get the contents to all these Indians, as many that are hostile may come tv the
friendly camp, and when they all do the war will be ended. Use the utmost economy in
providing for those that come in, as the Secretary of the Interior confines me to the amount
of our appropriations, and they may be exhausted before the summer is out. You will
arrange to carry out the plan of the circular at Lyon and Larned.
You will use your utmost vigilance to ascertain how many of your Indians are hostile,
where they are, and what plans they propose, and r ort to me by every mail at least.
For this purpose you will enlist the active aid of Mr. John Smith and his son, and of such
other par lies as you may judge can be of es~ential service. Mr. U. A. Cook reports to me
that Mr. Bent has given you important information in regard to the plans and strength of
the hostile combinations on the plains. Please be careful and report to me in detail all of
the reliab !e information you can get, promptly, as above directed.
I have the honor to be, respectfully 1 your obedient servant,
JOHN EVANS,
Governor of Colorado Territory and Sup't Indian Ajfilirs.
i\f,..jor S. G. CoLLEY,
United States lndlan Agent, Fort Lyon, C. T.
DEAR

A true copy:

W. W. DENNISON,
2d Lieut. lst Colorado Vtt. Cavalry, Act'g Regt"l Ad}'t.

A true copy:

J. E. TAPPAN,
Acting Assistant Adfutant General.

CoLORADO SuPERINTENDENCY OF INDIAN AFFAms,

Denver, June 27, 1864.
To the friendly Indians of the plains:
Agents, interpreters, and traders will inform the ftiendly Indians of the plains that some
members of their tribes have gone to war with the white people. 'lbey steal stock and
run it off, hoping to escape detection and punishment ; in some instances they have attacke<l and killed soldiers, and murdered peaceable citizen::;. For this the Great Fatheris
angry, and will certainly hunt them out and punish them, but he does not want to injure
thoEe who remain friendly to the whites ; he desires to protect and take care of them. For
this purpose I direct that all friendly Iudians keep away from those who are at war, and
go to places of safety.
Friendly Arapahoes and Cheyennes, belonging to the Arkansas river, will go to Major
Co1ley, United States Indian agent, at Fort Lyon, who will give them provisions and show
them a place of Eaftty. Friendly Kiowas and Comanches will go to Fort Larned, where
they will be cared lor in the same way. Friendly Sioux will go to their agent at Fort Laramie for directions. Friendly Arapal::.oes and Cheyennes of the Upper Platte will go to
Camp Collins, on the Uache-la-Poudre, where they will be assigned a place of safety, and
provisions will be give11 them. 'Ihe object of this is to prevent friendly Indians from being killed through mistake; no&e but those who intend to be friendly with the whites
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must come to these places. The families of those who have gone to war with the whites
must be kept away from the friendly Indians. The war on bo::;tile Indians will be continued until they a1e all effectually subdued.
JOHN EVANS,
Governor of CuloradJ and Superintendent of Indian Affairs.
A true copy:

W. W. DENNI~ON,
2d Lieut. 1st Colorado Vet. Cavalry, Act'g R•gt'l Ad}'t.

A true copy:

J. E. TAPPAN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant General.

CoLORADO SuPERINn~NDENCY,

Denver, G. T, June 16, 1864.
Sm: You will immediately make necessary arrangements for the feeding and snpport of
all the fdendly Indhns of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians at Fort Lyon, and direct
the frienuly Comanches and Kiowas, if any, to remain at Fort Larned; yon will make areqnisition on the mililary commander of the post for sub,;istence for the friendly Indians o
his neighborhood. If there is no agent there to attend to this, deputize some one to do it.
These friendly Indiaus must be collected at places of rendezvous, ancl all intercourse between them and tribes or individuals engaged in warfare with us prohibited.
Thifl nrrangement will tend to withdraw from the conflic-t all who are not thnroughly
identified with the hostile movement, and, by affording a safe refuge, will gradually collect
those who may become ti1ed of war and desire peace.
The war is opened in earnest, and Jr!pon your efforts to keep quiet the ftiendly Indians,
as nucleus for peace, ""ill depend its l!\.11ation to some extent at least. You can send word
to all these tribes to cnme as directed above, but do not allow the families of those at war
to be introduced into the friendly camp I have established a camp for our northern f1 iendly
bands on Cache-la-Poudre, and as soon as my plan is approved by the milita1y I will issue
a proclamation to the Indians.
Please f'pare no e:fl'ot t to carry out this instruction, and 'keep me-ad vised by every mail
of the situation.
Very respectfully, your obedient_servant,
JOHN EVANS,
Governor and Ex-officio Sup't Indian Affairs.

A true copy:

W. W. DENNISON,
2d Lieut. Ist Colorado TTet. Cavalry, Act'g Regt'l Ad;"t.

A true copy:

J. E. TAPPAN,
Acting Assistant Ad}utant Ganeml.

.
FORT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY, January 16, 1865.
Personally appeared before me Private David Louderrack, 1st cavalry of Colorado, and
R. W. Clark, citi~~en, who, after being duly sworn according to law, ~ay: That they accompanied John Smith, Indian interpreter, on the 26th Glay of November, 1864:, by permission of Major Scott .J. Anthony, commanding post of Fort Lyon, to the village of the
friendly Indians, Cheyennes and Arapahoes, on S,mu creek, close to Fort Lyon, he, John
Smith, having received permission to trade with the aforesaid Indians; that on the
morning of the 29th of November the said Indian village, while the deponents were
in the same, was attacked by Colonel J. M. Chivington with a command of about one
thousand men ; that, according to their best knowledge and belief, the entire Indian prtrty
was colllposed of not more than five hundred souls, two-thirds of which were women and
children ; that the drad bodies of children were afterwards mutilated in the most honible
manner; that this village were friendly Indians ; that it was the u!lderstanding of the
deponents, and the general understanding of the garrif;on at Fort Lyon, they were allowed
to remain in the locality they were then in by Major E. vV. Wynkoop, former commander
of the post, nnd by Major Scott J. Anthony, then in command, as well as from the fact
that pe1mh;ion had been given to John Smith and the deponents to visit the said camp for
the purpose of trading.
DAVID LOUDERBACK.
R. W. CLARK.

Sworn and subEcribed to before me this 16th day of January, 1866.
W. P. MINTON, Post Adjutant.

APPENDIX.
FORT LYoN, CoLORADO TERniTORY, January 16, 1865.
Personally appeared before me Lieutenant James D. Cannon, 1st New Mexico volunteer
infantry, who, after being duly sworn, says: 'l hat on th~ 28th day of November, 11:56 ~. I
wat> ordered by 1\'fajor Scott J . Anthony to accompany him on an Ir1dian expedition as hi&
bttttalion adjutant: the object of the expeditiun was to be a thorough campaign against
hostile Indians, as I >vas led to unden:;tand. I refened to the fact of there being a fnendly
camp of Indians in the immed iate vicinity, and simply remonstrated against attacking that
camp, as I was aware that th ey were nsting there in fancied ~ecurity, under promises held
out to them of safety by Ma,iur E. W. ·wynkoop, formerly commander of F01t Lyon, and
by Major Scott J . Anthon~', then in command. Our battalion was attached to the command of Colonel ,J. I\1. Chivington. a:J.d left Fort Lyon on the night of the 28th of November, 1864; about daybn,ak on the morning of the 29th of November came in ~>ight
of the camp of friendly Indians aforementioned, and was ordered by Colonel Chivington
to attack the same, which was accordingly done. 'lhe coml!Jaud of Colonel Chivington
was composed of about one thousc\nd men ; the vi1lage of Indians consisting of from one
hundrerl to one hundred and thirty lodges, and, as f11r as I am al>1e to jud ge, of from fhe
to bix lmnclred sou ls, the majurity of them were women and 'children. In going over the
battle-ground the next day I did not see a body vf man, or woman, or child, but what
was Ecalped, and in many instances their bodies were mutilated in the most horriLl•l manncr-men, women and children's privates cut out. I heard one man say that be haJ cut
a woman's private parts out aud had them for exhibition on a stick; I heard anot.hur man
say that be had cut the fingers c,ff of an Indian to get the ling<> on his han ds. According
to the best of my knowledge and belief, these atrocities that wete committed were with
the knowledge of Colonel J. ~1. Chivington, and I do not lmow of him taking any measure to prevent them. I heard of one instance of a child, a few months old, Leing thrown
into the feed-box of a w~gon, and after being carried some distance, left on the ground to
perish: I also heard of num erous instances in which men h <td cut out the private pa1ts
of females and stretched them over their saddle-bows, and Fome of them over their hats.
While riding it1 r~nks, all these matters were a subject of general conn:rsation, anJ could
not help being known to Colonel J. l\1. Chiviugton.
JAMES D. CANNON.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 16th day of January, 11165.
W P. MINTON, Post Adjutrnt.

FORT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY, January 16, l8G5.
Personally appeared before me Captain R. H. Hill, 1st New l\fPxico volunteer infantry,
who, after being duly sworn, says: That, as an officer in the service of the United St ttes,
he was on duty at Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory, at the time there was an undeu•tanding
between the chiefs of the Arapahoes and Cheyenne nation and Major Wynkoop with rt'gard to their resting in eafety with these villages in the vicinity of Fllrt Lyon until such
a time as orders in regard to ihem could be received from the commanding general of the
department; that after :M:ajnr Wynkoop being relieved from the command of Fort Lyon,
the same 1mder~tandiog existed between MajorS. J. Anthony and the aforementioned Indians; that, to the best of his belief, the village of Indians massacred hy Colonel J. M.
Chivington, on the 29th day of November, 1864, were the same friendly Indians heretofore referred to.
R. H. HILL
Sworn and subscribed to this 16th day of January, 1865.
W. P.

MINTO~,

Post AdJutant,.

FORT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY, January 16, 1865.
Personally appeared before me Second Lieutenaut W. P. Minton, 1st New Mexic::> volunteer infantry, and Lieutenant C. M. Co::;sitt, 1st cavalay of Colorado, who, after being
duly sworn, says: That on the 28th day of November, 11364, Colonel J. l\J. Chivington,
with the 3d regiment Colorado cavalry, (one-hundred-dflys men.) and a battalion of the lst
cavalry of Colorado, arrived at thi>; p t~st, and on the ~9th of N-ovember, 1864, attacked a
village of friendly Indians in the vicinity, and, according to repreFentations made by others
in our presence, murdered their women and children, and committed the most honible·
outrages npon the dectd bodies uf the same; that the aforesaid Indians were recogr,iz··d as
friendly Indians by all parties at this post, under the following circumslances, viz: That
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Major E. 'vV. \Vynkoop. fvrmerly commander of the post, had given them assurances of
safety until such a time as he could hear from the commanding general of the department,
in const'qnence of their having Rued for peace, and given every evirlence of their sincerity,
by delivering up white prisoners they had in their possession, by congregating their families together and leaving them at the mercy of the garrison of Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory, who felt so di::;posod; tha.t upon 1\Ltjor Wynkoop being relieved of the command of
Fort Lyon, Colnrado Territory, and l\ifljor Scott J. Anthony assuming command of the
same, it was still tlle understanding between Major Anthony and the Indians that they
could re::;t in that security gnaranteed them by l\lajor E. W. Wynkoop; also that Colonel J.
M Chivingt0n, on his an ival at the post of Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory, was made
aware of the circumstances in reg>~rd to thef'e Indians, from the fact that different officers
remon~trated with him and stated to him how these Indians were looked upon by the entire giirrisnn; that notwithsbt:1ding these rcn::.anstranees; and in the face of all true facts,
he committed the massacre aforementioned.
C. l\1. COSSITT.
W. P. j!INTON.
Sworn an(l subscribed to before me this 16th day of January, 1865.
W. W. DENNISO~,
A cting R egimental ArUutant.

FORT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY, January 16, 1865.
Perwnally appeared before me John Smith, United States Inrlhm interpreter, who, after
being duly sworn, says: That on the 4th day of September, 1865, he was appointed Indian interpreter for the post of Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory, and has continued to serve
in that capacity up to the present time; that on the 4th day of September, 1865, by order of Major E. W. Wynkoop, commanding post of Fort Lyou, he was called upon to
hold a conversation with three Cheyenne Indian:>, "One Eye'' and two others, who
had been brought into the fort that day; that the result of the interview was as follows:
"One Eye" (Cheyenne) stated that the principal chiefs and sub-chiefs of the Cheyenne
and Arapaho nations had held a consultation and agreed, to a man, of the chiefs and subchiefs to come or send in some one who wa11 well acquainted with parties at the post, and
finally agreed to send in himself, "One Eye," with a paper, written by George Bent, halfbreed, to the effect that the Cheyenne and Arapaho chiefs would and did ag.ree to turn
over to Major E vV. Wynkoo~ or any other military commander all the white prisoners
they had in their possession, as they were anxious to make peace with the whites, and
never desired to be at war. Major Wynkoop then asked "'One Eye," he having lived
among the whites and known to have always been friendly disposed towards them, whether
they would deliver the prisoners into his (Wynkoop's) hand,;; his reply was that, at the
risk of his life, he would guarantee their sinr.erity. 1\l::ljor Wynkoop then told him that
he would deliver him as a prisoner for the time, and if he concluded to go to the Indian
camp he would take him along as a hostage for their (the Indians') good faith. "One Eye "
also stated that the Cheyenne and Arapaho nation were congregated, to the number of
two thom·m.nd Indians, on the hetdwaters of Smoky Hill, including some forty lodges of
Sioux ; that they had rendezvoused there and brought in their war parties for the purpose
of hearing what would be the result of their message by which they had sued for peace,
and would remain until they heard something definite. Major Wynkoop told" One Eye"
that he would proceed to the Indian camp and take him with him. "One Eye" replied
that be was perfectly willing to remain a prisoner, as well as a host<~ge for the good faith
of the Indians, but tlesired the major to start as soon as possible for fear the Indians
might separate. On the 26th day of September I was ordered by Major Wynkoop to proceed, with his command, in the direction of the Indian encampment. After a four days'
march we came in sight of the Indians, and one of the three Indians aforementioned was
sent to acquaint the chiefs with what was the object of the expedition, with the statement
that Major Wynkoop desired to hold a consultation with them (the chief::;) on the lOth day
of September, 1864. The consultation was held between Major Wynkoop and his officers
and the principal chiefs of the Cheyenne and Arapaho nations. Major Wynkoop stated,
through me, to the chief:>, that he had received their message ; that acting on that he had
come to tll.lk with them; asked them whether they all agreed to and indorsed the contents of the letter which he had in his possession, and wllich bad been brought in by "One
Eye." Receiving an answer in the affirmative, he then tolrl the chiefti that he h 1d not the
authority to conclude terms of peace with them, but that he detiircd to make a proposition to them to the effect that if they would give him evidence of their good faith
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by delivering into hi,;; hands the white prisoners they had in their possession he would
emleavor to procure for them peace, which would be subject to conditions; that he would
take with him what principal chief,;; they might select, and conduct them in safety to the
g'>vernor of Colorado, and whatever might b cJ the result of their interview, he would conduct them in safety to their tribe. ''Black Kettle," the head chief of the Cheyenne nation, replied as follows: that the Cheyenne and Arapaho nation had always endeavored to
observe the term;; of their treaty with the United States government; that some years
previously, when the whole emigration first commenced coming to what is now the Territory of Colorado, the country which was in possesoion of the Cheyenne and Amp<tho nations, they could have successfully made war a2;aimt them, the whites; they did not desire to do so; harl invariably treated them with kindne,;s, and have never, to his knowledge, committed any dep redations whateve r; that until "vitbin the last few months they
had got along in perfect pc:!ace and harm ony with their white brethren; but while a hunting party of their young men were proceeding north, in tlu~ n eighborhood of the South Platte
rh'er, having found some lo ·1s3 stock belonging to white men, which they were dliving to
a ranch to deliver up, th ey were suddenly confronted by a puty of UniteLi 8tates soldiers
and ordered to deliver up their arms; a difficulty immediately ensued, which resulted in
killing and wounding several on both sides. A short time after an occurrence t ook place
at a village of pappooses, squrtws, and old men, loc~ted in what is known as the "Cedar
calion," a short di:stance north of the South Platte, who were perfectly unaware of any
difficulty having occurred between the whites and a portion of their tribe, (Cheyenne;) were
attacked by a large body of United States soldiers, some of them killed and their ponies
driven off. After this, while a body of soldiers were proceeding from the Smoky Hill to
the Arkansas, they reacherl. the neighborhood of'' Le>u. Bear's" band of Cheyennes. "Lou.
Bear," 2d chief of the Cheyenne nation, approached the column of troops alone, his
warriors remaining off some di;;tance, he not deeming that there was any hostility between
his nation and the whites; he was immediately shot. down and fire opened upon his banri,
the resnlt of which was a fight between the two parties. Presuming from all these circumst>~nce3 that war was inevitable . the young men of the Cheyenne nation commenced
to retaliate hy committing various depredations at all times, which he, "Black Kettle," and
other prine;ipal chiefs of the Cheyenne nation, ·were opposed to, and endeavored by all the
means in hi8 power to restore pacific relations between that tribe and their white brethren,
hut at various times, when endeavoring to approach military posts for the purpose of accomplishing the same, was fired upon and driven off. In the meanwhile their brothers and
allies, the Arapahoes, 1vere on perfectly friendly terms with the whites, and Left Hand,
Olle of the principal chicftl of the Arapaho nation, learning that it was the intention of
the Kioways on a certain day to run off the stock from Fort Larned, proceeded to the
commanding officer of that post and informed him of the fact. No attention was paid to
the information he gave, and on the day anticipated the stock was run off by the Kioways. Left Hand again approached the post with a portion of his warriors for the purpose
of offering his St>rvices to the commanding officer to pursue and endeavor to regain the
stock from the Kioways, when he was fired upon and obliged hastily to leave. The young
men of the Arapaho nation supposing it was the intention of the whites to make war
upon them as well as the Cheyennes, also commenced retaliating as well as they were able,
and against the desire of most of their principc.tl chiefs, who, as well as Black Kettle and
other chiefs of the Cheyennes . were bitterly opposed to hostilities with the whites H e
then said that he had lately learned of the proclamation i::;suecl by the governor of Colorado, inviting all friendly disposed Indians to come to the different military posts and they
would be protected by the government. Under these circumstances, not.hwithstanding he
thought the whites had been the aggressors and had forc ed the trouble on the Indians,
anxious altogether for the welfare of his people, he had made this last effurt to communicate again with the military authorities, and he was glad to have succeeded. He then
arose, shook hands with Major Wynkoop and his officer:>, stating that he w.ts still, as h e
had always been, a friend to the whites, and that, as far as he was concerned, he was willing to deliver up the white prisoners or do anything tl:J.at was required of him to procure
"peace," knowing it to be for the best of his people; but that there were other chiefil
who still thought that they were badly treated by their brethren, but who were willing to
make peace, but who felt unwilling to deliver up· the white prisoners simply upon the
promi~e of Major Wynkoop that he would endewor to procure them peace ; they desired
th<tt the condition of their delivering up the white pri<>oners would be an assurance of
peace; he also stated that even if Major Wynkoop's propositions were not accepted then
by the chief,;; assembled, and although they had sufficient force to entirely overpower Major
Wynkoop's small command, that from the fact that he had come in good faith to hold
a consultation in consequence of the letter received, he should return to Fort Lyon,
Colorado Territory, without being molested. The expressions of the other chiefs were to
the effect that they insisted upon peace on the condition of their delivering up the white
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prL:wners. Major Wynkoop fin<tlly replied, that he repeated what he had said, that it wa
out of his power to insure them peace, and that all be had to say was, that th ... y might
think about his proposition; that be would ward1 to a certain locality, rlistant twelve
miles, and there await the re.mlt of their consultation for two days, advising them at
the same time to accede to his proposition as the l'est means of procuring that peace for
which they were anxious. The white prisonen; were brought in and delivered up before
the time had expired set by him, and Black Kettle, White Antelope, and Bull Bear, of
the Cheyenne nation, as well as Nevah, Natanee, Boisee, and Bip Buffttlo, chiefs of the
Arap~hoes, delivered themselves over to Maj •lr Wynkoop. vVe then proceeded to B'ort Lyon,
and from thence to Denver, at which plctee Governor Eva.ns held a consultation with the
chiefs, the result of which was as follows: He told them tb.~y could return with ,Major
Wynlwop, who would reconduct them in safety, and they would have to await the action of
the military authorities. Colonel Chivington, then in command of the di:>trict of Colorado, also told them that they would remain at. the dispo8al of Major Wynkoop until
higher authorities had acterl in their case. The Indians appearerl to be perfectly satisfied,
presuming th:tt they would eventually l1c all right, as soon as those authotities could be
heard from, and exptessed themselves so.
BLtck Kettle embraced the governor and
M<tjor Wynkoop, and shook bands with all the other officers present, perfectly contented,
deeming the matter was set1led. Ou our return to Fort Lyon I was told by Major \Vynl;:oop to S'LY to the cbiefo that they could bring their diff. rent b;mds, inclu•1 ing tbeir families, to the vicinity of the post until he llad heard from the big chief; that he preferred to have them under his eye, and away from other qnartero where they were likely to
get into difficulty with the whites. The chief:> replied that they were willing to do anything that Major Wynkoop might choose to dictate, as they had perfect confidence in him,
a[Jd accordingly immediately brought their villages, thmr squaws, and pappooses, and
appeared satisfied that they were in perfect safety. After their village:> were located here,
and 1\Jajor Wynlwop had sent an officer to Leadquartt·rs for instructions, then 1\L;jor Wynkonp was relieved from command of the post by Mctjor Scott J . Anthony, and I was ordered
to iuterpret for him (:\1ajor Anthony) in a consultation he desired to hol1l with the5e
Indians. The consultation that then took place between Major Anthony and th ese Indians
was as follows: Major Anthony told them that he had l1een sent here to relieve Mfljor
Wynkoop, and that he would be from that time in command of the post; that he had
come here under orders from the commander of all the troops in tbis country, and that he
had orders to have nothing to do with the Inclhms ·whatever, as they had heard at head··
quat t~ rs that they had been committing depredations, &c., in the neighborhood of this
post; but that, since his arrival, he had learned that ihese reports were all false; t~at he
would write to headquarters himself and correct these errors in regard to them, and that
he would have no objections to their remaining in the vicinity of Rand creek, where they
were located, until such time a:-.: word might be received from the commander of the department ; that he himRelf would forward a complete statement of all that he had ~een
and heard, and that he was in hopes that he would have some good news for ihe Ind1a1:s
upon receiving an answer; but that he was sorry that his orders were such as t~ render :t
impos:;i\.l\e for him to make them any issues whatever. The Indians then rephed .that 1t
would be impossible for them to remain where they were located any length of time, ~s
they were short of provisions. M11jor Anthony the~ told them that they could l_et t~m:
villages remain where they were, and could send thmr young men out t? hunt buffaloe~, a:;
he understood that the buffaJo had lately come in very closu. ThP. Indians appe~red to ~e
a little dis3atisfied in regard to the change of the commanders of the P?st, fdartng that Jt
boded them no good; but, having receiv<~d assurances of safety fron: MaJOr Anthony, they
still had no fear of their families being di:;turbed. On the twenty-sixth day of November,
1864:, I received permission of Major Scott J. Anthony, c?mm~nder of th~ post, to proceed
to the Indian village on Sand creek for the purpose of tradmg w1th the Indians, and started,
accompanieu by a soldier named Daniel Louderback and a citizeT_l, Watson Clark. I ~eached
the villa<Ye and commenced to trade with them. On thtJ mormng of the twenty-mnth of
Novemb:r, 1864:, the village was atta.cked by Colonel J. l\I. Chlvington, with a command
of from nine hundred to one th')usand men. The Indian village was comp?sed of ab?ut
one hundred lodges, numbering altogether some five hundred ~ouls, two-thuds of w~ICh
were women and children. From my ob3ervation I do not thmk there were over s1xty
warriors that made auy defence. I rode over the field after the sl~u~hter wa~ ?ver and
counted from sixty to seventy bodies of dead Indians, a large maJonty of. wh 1ch were
women and children, all of whose bodies had been mutilated in the most hornble manner.
When troops·first appeared I endeavored to go to them, but was repeatedly fire~ u~on;
also tlHl S(lldier and citizen that were w!th me . When the troops began approachmg- m a
hostile manuer, I mw Black Kf'itle hoist the American flflg over his lodge, as well as a
white flag, fearing that there might be some mbtake as to who they were. After the
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fight Colonel Cbivington returned with the command in the direction of Fort Lyon, and
then proceeded by the road d~Jwn the Arkansas 1iver.
JOHN SYllTH.
Sworn and sub3cribJd to befure me this sixteenth dq of January, 1865.
W. P. MINTON, Po:st Adjutilnt.

FoRT LYON, CoLORADO TElUliTDRY, April 20, 186 5.
Personally appeared b efore m e Lieutenant James Olney, veteran battalion flrst Colorado
cavalry, who, alter being duly sworn. depos eB and says: Th1.t he wa.s present at the m::ts>acre of the Indians at Sa.rHi creek by Colonel Chivington, on the twenty-ninth day of Nvvcmber, 1864; that during that mas:;;acre h e saw three squaws and five children, pdsonors
in charge of some soldiers ; tbat, while they were being conducted along, thq were approached by Lieutenant Har:-y Richmond, of the third Culorado cavalry; that Lieuten :m t
Richmond thereupon immediately killed and scalped the three women and the five children
while they (the prisoners) were scre ~tming fvr me ·cy; white the soldiers in whose charge
these prisoners were shrank back, apparently aghast.
JA)fES OLNEY.

Sworn and subscribed to before me at Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory, this twentieth day
of "April, 18G5
CHARLES WHEELER,
Adjutant Veteran Battalion Ftrst C'olorado Oc.walry, Adjutant Furt Lyon.

Official copy rdspectfully furnbhe:l to
enth June, l8ti5.

he -Ldqnart~rs,

Fort Lyon, Colorado Tcr1itory, elevCHARLES WHEELE!l,

First Lieutenant Veteran B1Ualion First Oulorafo Cavalry, Adjutant ft~JTt Lyon.

FonT LYON, 0%0RADO, Ju,nuary 27, 186.).
Personally appeared before me Samuel G. c.,l!ey, who bt>ing duly sworn, 0::1 oath dcp:->S(O S
and says: That he is now, ant! h1.s been fvr the pa;;t three yeMs, United St,tte3 agent for
the Arapal1o and Cheyenne Indi<.t ns ; that in the month of June last he received instructiom; from honorable John Ev,im, govern1r and ex officio superintendent of Indi<trl aifLir;:;
for Co ~ oraclo Territory, directing him to send out persons into the Indian country to di:>
tribute printed proclamations, (which he was furnbhed with.) inviting all friendly India.es
to come into the different places d esignated in said proclamation, and they would be protected and fed; that he caused the terms of said proclamation to be disseminate,! among
the different tribes of Indians undejr hi;; clnrge, and that in accordance therewith a la•·ge
number of Arap-1hoes and Cheyenn ",; came in to this post, and provisions were is:;;ued to
them uy l\1ajor E. w. Wynkoop, c IIUffianding, and myself; that on the fourth day of
September la:>t two Cheyenne IuJi,;. 1s (Ooe Eye and Manimick) ca.me in to this post with
information that the Arapahoes an,] Cheyenne:; had sevl~ral white prisoners among them
tllat they had purchased, and were desirous of giving them up and mftking peace with
the whites; that on the sixth day of September following M:a.jor E W. Wynkoop left thh;
post with a detachment of tr0ops to rescue said prisoners, and that after an absence uf
scvrral days he returned, bringing with bi:n funr white prisoners, which he rec:ived from
the Arapabo and Cheyenne Intiians. He was accompanieJ on his return by a numuer of the
most influential men of both tribe;;, who were unanimously op;:>osed to war with the white•,
and desired peace at almost :my terms th "t the whites might dictate; that immediately
upon the arrival of Major Wyukoop at this pJst large numbers of Arapahoe;; and Chcy·
ennes came and camped near the post
Major Wynkoop selected several of tt1e wost
prominent chiefs of both nations and proceedt.d to DeO\·er to counsel with t:iuperintendent
Evans. After his return he held frequent councils with the Indians, and at all of tlien1
distinctly stated that he was not empowered to treat with'them_; but that he had despatched
a mess<Jge to the headquarters of the dep::trtm , ~ nt, stating their wish in the matter, at1d
that as soon as he received advices from there he would ioform them of the decisi••n ot
General Curti.; resJ.Jectiug them; that until that time, if they placetl tl1emselves under his
protection they shonld not be molested ; that the lndi<Lns rem<lined q nietly near the po~;t
until. the arrival of Major Anthony, who relieved Major Wynkoop. ·Major Anthony held
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a council with the Indians and informed them that he was instructed not to allow any
Indians in or near the post, but thctt he had found matters much better here than he had
expected, and advised them to go out and camp on ~and creek until he could hear from
General Curti::;. He wbhecl them to keep him fully advised of all the movements of the
~ioux, which they promptly did . He alw promised them that as soon as he heard from General
Curti::; h~ would adviEe them of his deci.:;ion. From the time that Major Wynkoop left this post
to go out to rescue the wlJite prisoners until the arrival of Colonel Chiviogton here, which
took place on the twenty -eighth day of November last, no depredations of any kind had been
committed by the Indians within two hundred miles of this post; that upon Colonel Chivingtou's arrival here with a large body of troops, he was informed where the Indians were encamped, and was fully advised under what cirumstances they had come in to this post, and
why they were then on Sand creek; that he was remonstrated with, both by officers and civilians at this post, against making war upon ti:lese Indians i that he was informed and fully
advi~ed that there was a large number of friendly Indions there, together with several
white men, who were there at the request of himself (Colley) and by permission of Major
Authony ; that notwithstanding his knowledge of the facts as above set forth, he is informed
that Colonel Chivington did, on the morning of the twenty-ninth day of November last,
surprise and attack said camp of friendly Indians and massacre a large number of them,
mostly women and children, and did alJow the troop:; under his cGmmand to mangle and
mutilate them in the most horrible manner.
S. G. COLLEY,
Urtited States Indian Agent.
Sworn and subscribed to bef. E·e me this twenty-eighth day of January, at Fort Lyon.
Colorado T~rritory.
W. P. MINTON,
Se~ond Lieutenant Mw :111exico Volunteers and Post .Adjutant.
FORT LYON, COLORADO TERRITORY, JanU'lry 16, 1865 .
Sm: In pursuance of Special Order No. 43, headquarters rlistrict of the Upper Arkansas,
directing me to assume command of Fort Lyon, Colotado Territory, as well a~;; to investigate and immediately report in regard to late Indian proceedings in this vicinity. I have
the honor to state that I arrived at thi s post on the evening of the 14th of January, 1865 ,
assumed command on the morning of the 18th, aad the result of my inve!"tigation is as follows, viz:
.As explanatory, I beg respectfully to state, that while formerly in commavd of this post,
on the 4th day of t:leptem Ler, 1864, and after certain hostilities on the p.trt of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians, induced, as I have had ample proof, by the overt acts of white
men, three Indians, Cheyenn<'S, were brought as prisoners to myself, who had been found
coming towards the post, and who had in their possession a letter, written, as I ascertained
aftcnvards, by a half-breed in the Cheyenne camp, as coming from Black Kettle and other
prominent chief~ of the Cheyenne and Arapaho nation, the purp9rt of which was ti:utt they
desired peace, had never desired war with the whites, and as well as stating they had in
their puEsession some white prisoners, women and children, whom they were willing to de liver up, providing that peace was granted them; knowing that it was not in my power to
in,.;ure and offer them peace fJr which they sued, and at the same time anxious, if possibl e,
to accompli~h th0 re~cue of the white persons in their possession, I finally cone! udcd tc>
risk an expedition, with a small command I could raise, numbering one hundred and twentyseven men, to the rendezvous where I was informed they were congregated to the numbe r
of two thousand, and endeavor by some means to procute the aforesaid white persons,
and to be govell1ed in my course of accomplishing the s 1me entirely by circumstances,
having furmerly made a lengthy report in regard to the same. In my expedition I hav,:
lmt to say that I succeeded, procuring four white captives from the hand::; of these Iodians, simply giving them, in return, a pledge that I would endeavor to procure for them
the peace for which they so auxiously wed; feeling that under the proclamation issued
by John Evans, governor of Colorado and superintendent of Indian affairs, a copy of
which becomes a portion of this report, by virtue of my position as a United ~rates
otHcer highest in authority in the country included within the bounds prescribed as
tlw country of the Arapaho and Cheyenne nations, I could offer them protection until
such time ar; some measures might be taken by those higher in authority than my,elf in
regard to them. I took with me sev{>n of the principal chiefs, including Bhck Kettle, to
Deu"~er City for the purpose of allowing them an interview with the governor of Colomd ...
uy that means making a mistake of which I have since become painfully aware, that of
proceeding with these,chiefs to the governor of Colorado Territory instead of to the headquarters of my district to my commanding officer. In the consult?.tion with Governor
Evans the matter was referred entirely to the military authorities. Colonel J. M. Chiv-
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ington, at that time commander of the district of Colorado, was pre~ent at the council held
with these Indian chiefs, and told them that the whole matter was referred to my<elf, who
would act towards them according to the best of my judgment, until such time as I could
receive instructions from the proper authority. Heturning to Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory, I allowed the Indians to bring their villages to the vicinity of th e fort, inc!nding
their squaws and papooses, and in such a position that I could at any moment, with the
garrison, have annihilated them had they given any evidence of hostility of any ldud }n
any quarter.
I then immediately despatched my adjutant, Lieutenant W. W. Denniscm, with a full
statement, to the commandmg general of the department, nsking for instructionfl, but in
the meanwhile v:uious false rumors having reached district headquarters in regard to my
c,n;rse, I was relieved from the command of Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory. and ordered to
report to district headquarters; Major Scott J. Anthony, l st cavalry of Colorado, who had
been ordered to aEsume command of Fort Lyon, Colorado T~nitory, previous to my departure, held a consultation with the chiefs in my presence, and told them that though acting
under i'trict orders, under the circumstance5, could net materially differ from the course
which I had adopted, and allowed them to remain in the vicinity of the post with their
families, assuring them of perfect safety until such time as positive orders should be reC6'ived from headquarters in regard to them. I left the fort on the 26th of November,
1864, for the purpose of reporting to district hP.adquarters; on the second day after leaving l<'ort Lyon, while on the plains, I was approached by three Indians, one of whom
stated to me that he had been sent by Black Kettle to warn me that about two hundred
t:lioux warriors had proceeded down 'the road between where I \\'aS and Fort Larned to
make war, and desired that I should be careful, another ev id ence of these Indilllls' good ,
faith ; all of his statement proved afterwards to be correct. Having an escort of twentyeight men, I proceeded on my way, but did not happen to fall in with them.
From evidence of officers at this post I understand that on the 28th day of November,
18G4, Colonel J. l\1. Chivington, with the 3d regiment of Colorado cavalry (one·hund reddays men) and a battalion of the 1st Colorado cavalry arrived at this post, ordered a. portion of the garrison to join him, under the command of Major Scott J. Anthony, against
the remonstrances of the officers of the post, who stated circumstances of which he was
well a.vmrc, att<teked the camp of friendly Indians, the major portion of which were compo~ed of 1mmen and children.
The atlidavits which become a portion of this report will
show more particulars of that masmcre; any one whom I have spoken to, whether officers
or soldiers, agree in the relation that the most fearful atrocities were committed tlrat was
ever beard of; women and children were killed and scalped, children shot at their moth er's breast., and all the bodies mutilated in the most horrible manner. Numerous eyewitnesses have described scenes to me, coming under the notice of Colonel Chivington, of
the most diog usting and horrible character, the dead bodies of females profaned in snc:h a
mn.nner that the recital is sickening. Colonel J. M. Chivington all the time inciting his
troops to these diabolical outrages previous to the slaughter; commencing, he acldrestd his
command, arousing in them , by his Jangnage, all'their wont paE::;ions, urging them on to
the work of committing all these di<tuolical outrages, knowing himself all the circumstances of these Indians resting on the assurances of protection from the government given
them by myself and l\'fajor S. J. Anthony ; he kept Lis command in entire ignorance of the
sttme, and when it was suggested that such might be the case, be deni~ d it positively,
statiug that they were still continuing their depredations and lay there threatening ttw
fort I beg leave to draw the attention of the colonel commanding to the fact, estaulished
by the enclosed affidavits, that two.thirds or more of that Indian village were women and
cllildren. I desire aLo to state that Colonel J. l\1. Chivington is not my superior officer,
but is a citiz.m mustered out of the United States service, and also to the time thisinhuwan monster committed this unprecedented atrocity he was a citizen by reason of his term
of service having expired, he having lost his regulation command some months previou".
Colonel Cbivington reports officially that between five and ~:-ix hundred Indians were left
dc.td upon the fidel. I have been informed by Captain Booth, district inspector, that l1 e
vi~ited the field and counted unt sixty-nine bodies, and by others who were present, but
that few, if any, over that number were killed, and that two-thirds of them were women
and children. I beg leave to further state, for the information of the colonel commr.nding,
that I talked to every officer in Fort Lyon, and many enlisted men, and that they unani.
mously agree that all the statements I have made in thi~ report are correct. In conclusion,
allow me to say that from the time I held the consultation with the Indian chiefs, on the
headwaters of Smoky Hill, up to the date of the massacre by Colonel Chivington, 1rot one
single d("predation had been committed by the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians ; the settlers of the Arkansas valley had returned to their camps and had been resting in perfect
securit.y, under assurances from myself that they would be in no danger for the present,
by that means saving tlJe country from what must inevitably become a famine were they
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to lose their Grops; the lines of communication to the States were ope.n ed, and travel
acrot>s the phins ren •lerecl perfectly s..tfe through the Cheyenne and Arapaho country. Since
this last horrible murJer by Chivington the country presents a scene of desolation; all
communication is cut off with the States, except by sending large bodies of troops, and already over a hundred whites h :we fallen as vietims to the fearful vengeance of the~e betrayed Indians. All this country is ruined; there can btJ no such thing as peace in the future
but by the total annihilation of all th\Ose IndirtnB on the plains. I have most relhble in. form>ttion to the effect that the Ch eyennes and Arapahoes have a1lied themselves with the
Kiowas, Comanches and tiioux, aml are congregated to the number of - - - thousand
on the Smoky Hill. Ld me also draw the attention of the co1onel commanding to the
fact stated by the affidavits, that, John Smith, United Sta,te3 interpreter, a soldier and
citizen were presented in the Indian camp by permi~sion of the commanding officer of this
camp, another evidence to the fc1ct of these s~tme Indians being regarded as f, iendly Indians; also, that Colonel Chivington states in his official report that he fuught from nine
hundreu to one thons::tnd Indians, and left from five to six hun(lred dead upon the field,
the sworn evidence being that there were but five hundred souls in the village, two thirds
of them being women and children, and that there were but from sixty to seventy killed,
the major portion of whom were women and children. It will take many more troops to
give security to the travellers and settler:; in . this country and to make any kind ot successful warfare against the India, ,s. I ain at work placing Fort Lyon in a state of defence,
having all, both citizens and soldier.:; located here, employed upon the works, and expect
to have them soon completed and of such a nature that a comparatively small garrison can
hold the fort against any attack by Indians. Hoping that my report may receive the particular attention of the oolonel commanding, I respectfully submit the E-ame.
Your obedient servant,
E. W. WYNKOOP,
il£t.7jor, Corn' dg 1st Veteran Cavalry and Fort Lyon, C. T.
u~utenant

J E TAPPAN,
A. A A. General, District of llppcr Arkansas.

FORT LARNED, May 31, 1865.
Colonel Ford sworn :
I am colonel of the 2d Colorado 1egiment of cavalry and brevet brigadier general in
command of the di~trict of the Upper Ark:ms>ts. I have been in command since about
tbe 1st of September last. I relieved Major Henning
From the best of my information
all the tribes of Indians are h0stile The Kioways, Cheyennes, Comanches, Arapahoes,
aud parts of other tribe;;, with their familie~, are now south of the Arliansas, on the Red
river, which is one of its t1ibutaries. In F'ehm ruy last a la.rge number of them were about
one hundred and fifty'miles west of south of thi:> point. From the be,t information I can
get, there are abJut seven thousand warriors weli mounted. some on fleet Texan horses.
On horseback they are the finest skirmishers I C>'er saw. How large a force, mounted and
infantry, would be required to defend the :-\ant\ Fe ron.d and wage a succe:-;sful w.tr against
the Indians south of the Arkansas? It would require at least ten thousand men-four
thousand constantly in the field, well mounted ; the line of defence to extend from Fort
Lyon to l<'ort lliley and t-outh abont three hundred miles . All supplies would have to
come from tlle Shtes Contract price for corn deli verecl at tb is point was $5.26 per bushel.
I do not .Jmow how the IndLm difficu 1ties originated I believe the Cheyenne:;; are trying
to keep all the Indian tribes in hostilitv. I b:tve no <.loubt the attack of Colonel Chivington .on the Cheyennes had a very bad eff ct. There are no Indians north of the Arkansas
in my district except some small rovin!r band:;;. I think, without moving Routh of the
Arkansas, it would require four thon:::and men to defend the line of this road. I could
not swear what India11s ha,·e committed the ho.,;tilities. Colonel Leavenworth has, in my
opinion, the only fL•asiule plan ·for procuring an interview with the hostile tribes. I received my inform;ttiCll1 from :;ome Mexicans who were tmding with the Indians under a
p::1.s,; from General l'arleton If a treaty were made by which the Indians would agree to
l!.eep south of the Arkansas and ea.st of Fort Bascom, would it protect this route? It
would if the no1 t!Jern Indians did not come on to the road. The time has been wlwn
travelling over these plains w.ts safe; the travel was as great then at: now There seems
to be no reason why that ti~atc of affdrs could not be bruugbt about by making or conquering a treaty of peace. I think the mouth of Cow creek would be a good point to
meet the Indians. General Dodge's orders were to the pffect that the military aut.horities
were not to make peace, but to punbh the offender1;1. I am of the opinion that no permit::;
to trade with the Iudians should be given while we are carr.) ing ou hostilities against
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them; and no presents should be given by the agent without the concurrence of the military authorities. I am of the opinion that if a peace could be made by which the Indians
would ag!"ee to keep south of the Arkansas it would be better than to conquer one. My
plan of operations would be to capture their villages, women and children, killing the
warriors found. I understand Kit Carson last winter destroyed an Indian village. He
bad about four hundred men with him, but the Indians attacked him as bravely as any
men in the world, charging up to his lines, and he withdrew his command. They had a
regular bugler, who sounded the calls as well as they are sounded for troops. Carson said
if it had not been for his howitzers few would have been left to tell the tale. This I
learned from an officer who was in the fight. From information I learn that Captain Parmeter, at Fort Larned, ordered soldiers to fire on Left Hand and party when they came to
offer their servicei! to recover the stock run off by other Indians. There is a general order
in this district that no Indian shall be permitted to enter any fort or post without being
blindfolded. I am satisfied that the Sand creek affair has made the Indians more bitter
and harder to get at.

FoRT LARNED, May~31, 1865.
John T. Dodds affirms:
I am fifty-four years old. Have spent six years among the,.)ndians of Ohio and 'Seven
years here. Have been engaged, in company with another man, trading with the Indians.
The Cheyennes complain that the Great Father was to give them a certain amount for the
privilege of passing through their country. Heretofore they have had their presents delivered to them at a point designated by themselveo; that they requested their agent,
Major Colley, to make the delivery at Walnut creek, but instead the agent carried them
on to Fort Lyon; that they could not go there for them without losing more horses than
the goods were worth. Part of the Arapahoes, under Little Raven, went to Fort Lyon,
but lost their ponies ; and they all complain that if the Great Father intends giving them
anything he should give it when it arrives in their country, and not put them to so much
trouble. They complain further that they have to pay for the goods intended by the Great
Father to be given them. The above is the statement of Black Kettle, Lean Bear, Left
Hand, and Raven. 'l'b.ey complain generally that the whites are encroaching on their
lands and killing their buffctlo. I think that bef9re th~ Sand creek affair they were willing
to settle on their reservations; but they now feel that they have been badly treated. The
Comanches claim that until lately they have been at peace. A Kioway chief stated that
if they went to war the Comanches would join them. Stante stated that the Kioways divided with the Comanches the stock run off from Fort L'1rned. I think if Satank and
Stante, of the Kioways, were out of the way there would be peace, but not until. After
the stock was run off from Fort Larned, Lean Bear started to go into the fort under a flag
of truce, but was fired on by order of Captain Parmeter. He left, tearing up his flag.
M:auwee, One-Eye, Lou Bears, and Two Buttes, chiefs of the Comanche tribe, were present
at the fort when the stock was run off, and have not since been seen. ·

FoRT RrL"EY, May 25, 1865.
Edmond G. Guerrier, being duly sworn, says :
I am the person referred to by Mr. Mayer in his statement. I speak English well ; I can
speak Cheyenne some, though from long absence 1 have forgotten a good deal of Cheyenne. My father was a Frenchman and my mother a Cheyenne. I am twenty-five years
of age. I was in the camp of the Cheyennes when Chivington made his attack upon them.
I had been with them about three days before the attack. There were, I think, about
eighty lodges; there are four or five in a lodge on the average; can't tell precisely the
number. After the attack I remained with them about four weeks. I do not know how
many warriors there were in the lodges. I do not think there were over two hundred
warriors in tqe camp. Last spring I met John Smith, the interpreter, to go out with him ;
about the time we got out there the Cheyennes were at war with the whites; but the Kio
ways, Comanches, and Arapahods were friendly to the whites. I drove team out for Major
Colley, the Indian agent. I took my discharge at Fort Lyon, came back to Fort Larned
and hired to another man to trade with the Indians, and lay in camp at Walnut creek and
Fort Garah a few days after the Kioways, Comanches, and Arapahoes broke out into hostilities, and came into our camp at Fort Garah. There were two Cheyennes in the camp
with us that night, and they saved us, saved our lives, myself and a trader. That night I
left with the two Cheyenne Indians. 'l'his was in July some time. I was out with them

5

66

APPENDIX.

until September, when they sued for peace. I wrote the propositions for them to send
into Fort Lyon, as the terms of peace. Major Colley, the Indian agent, was there. Major
Wynkoop, then in command of Fort Lyon, came out into the pra.hie and met the Indians.
Before he came he replied to my letter. His letter was directed to the chiefs. I read the
letter to the chiefs. I think they have the letter still if it was not lost at the fight. 'fhe
substance of the letter which I wrote and signed by order of the chief was this : That the
Indians held some prisoners, three women and four children, and that they were ready to
surrender them; that the Indians desired peace, and to have all the other Indians come
too, and have a general peace. He does not now remember all the contents of the letter.
One thing more I remember about the prisoners; they had heard there were some Indian
prisoners at Denver, and they wanted to have them given up also. The substance of
Wynkoop's letter, as I now recollect, was this: He stated there were no Indian prisoners,
to his recollection or knowledge, at Denver; that he would come out to talk with the Indians_, and wanted them to meet him on one of the branches of the Smoky Hill; he did
not come out to fight, but to talk, and wanted them to bring the priscners along. I read
the letter to the Indians; they saddled up their horses and started immediately and met
him that night, but had no interview until the next morning. He told them he was not
big chief enough to make a treaty ; he had no orders of that kind, but told them he
would do all he could, and use his influence if some of the chiefs would go to Denver and
see the governor, and told them that by giving up their prisoners to him it would go to
show they we~e in earnest for peace. The Indians agreed to do so, and started the same
day to go after the prisoners. In three days they brought fn one yonng woman, and in a
day or two after that brought in three children ; the other three had gone north with
another party of the band on to the Powder river. The chiefs who brought in the prisoners went with Wynkoop to see the governor at Denver. After Wynkoop and the chiefs returned, Wynkoop detiired that the Indians who wished to be friendly should all come in
and camp near Fort Lyon. If they did so it would show, if there were depredations committed they had no part in them ; and if they did so, as long as they would behave, he
would issue them rations. He was expecting some expeditions, and if they were found
outside they would be treated by them like hostile Indians: He told them as long as they
would stay there and behave themselves he would protect them and see that no troops
should hurt them. I am sure and positive of this. Black Kettle and White Antelope,
Cheyenne chiefs, also told me that Wynkoop had promised protection if they would come
in, and they bad promised to do so; and 'that Wynkoop had acted like a gentleman, moxe
so than any other white man who had dealt with them, and they had promised to come
in, and they did so. Before they came in Wynkoop was relieved of hiE? command, and
Major .Anthony took command. Wynkoop left and came east. They were encamped on
Sand creek, about twenty-five or thirty miles from Fort Lyon. .A few days after Wynkoop
left I went out with John Smith from Fort Lyon to the camp to trade. Smith had a Cheyenne wife at the camp; he also had a son with him, full grown. About three days after
that the camp was attacked early in the morning. David Louderback was also in the
camp; also a young man by the name of Watt Clark; these were white men. I was, at
the time of the attack, sleeping in a lodge. I heard, at first, some of the squaws outside
say there were a lot of buffalo coming into camp ; others said they were a lot of soldiers.
The squaws in my lodge looked out and then called to me to get up ; " there were a lot of
soldiers coming." I did so, went out, and went towards Smith's tent, where he traded;
I ran and met him. Louderback, the soldier, proposed we should go out and meet the
troops. We staJted; before we got outside the edge of the tent I could see soldiers begin
to dismount. I thought they were artillerymen and were about to Ehell the camp. I had
hardly spoken when they began firing with their rifles and pistols. When I saw I could
not get to them, I struck out; I left the soldier and Smith ; I went to the northeast; I
ran about five miles, when I came across an Indian woman driving a herd of ponies, some
ten or fifteen. I got a pony. ~he was a cousin of mine-obe of White Antelope's daughters. I went on with her to Smoky Hill. I saw as soon as the firing began, from the
number of troops, that there could be no resistance, and I escaped as quick as I could.
From all I could Jearn at the council held by the Indians, there weTe one hundred and
forty-eight killed and missing ; out of the one hundred and foTty-eight, about sixty were
men-the balance women and children. From all I heard before and after the attack, I
am sure that the Indians were encamped at the place where they were attacked in full
faith and assurance that they would be protected as friendly Indians. George Bent, a halfCheyenne, helped me in writing the letter to Wynkoop to make terms of peace.
E. G. GUERRIER.
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Henry F. Mayer:
I am sutler to the post, and have been such for two and a half years. I am forty seven
years of age. I know Edmond G. Guerrier, a son of William Guerrier, formerly an Indian
trader, a Frenchman, and trader at Fort Laramie, by a Cheyenne wom~tn. He is now about
twenty-five years of age. I know him intimately. I was the executor of his father's estate, and am his guardian. Ris father died in February, 1858. Edmond has been with
me most of the time since I know him to be an upright, intelligent, correct young mar....
He is entirely reliable. I trust every word he says.

H. F. MAYER.
Sworn to this 25th day of May, 1865, before me.

J. R. DOOLITTLE.

Captain L. Wilson, 1st Colorado cavalry, sworn:
I arrived in Colorado in May, 1860, from Omaha, Nel.raska; was raised in Pennsylvania; I have been in the service since .August, 1861; I entered the service as a private,
was promoted to second lieutenant, and then to captain. The only fight with Indians I have
been engaged in was the Sand creek affair. I was first lieutenant commanding a battalion
at Sand creek ; I think there were about eight hundred troops engaged, under the command of Coronel Cbivington. The fight <'ccurred on tbe 29th of November,1864; the
column concentrated at Fort Lyon and moved from there. No pickets were thrown around
the post by the command, and nothing done to prevent any one from passing out. We
reached Fort Lyon about 10~ o'clock on the morning of the 28th; we received no information that the Indians at Srtnd creek were considered under the protection of th e government. Major Scott Anthony was in command of the post; the column moved about 9t
o'clock in the evening; the con·mand was compm.ed of cavalry with six pieces of 12-pound
howitzers. We reached the Indian village at daybreak the next morning, surprising the
Indians. I was ordered with my battalion to cut the Indians off from their ponies. The
advance was made from the southeast side by the whole column. Illy orders from Colonel
Chivington were to cut the herd off, and in doing that I was compelled to fire on the Indians. The first firing was by our troops ; I detached H comvany of my battalion, which
was engaged some five minutes before the action became geueral. The artillery opened
on the Indians, who bad approached me under a bank as if they were going to fight.
The Indians returned our fi1st fire almost instantaneously. I was wounded in the early part of
the action; the general action la~ted about two hours. I saw no flag of any kind among
the Indians. I heard the loss of the enemy estimated by some of the officers engaged at
from 300 to 500 ; I should judge there were from 600 to 800 Indians in all. I heard fi{)
orders given in relation to taking prisoners, but it was generally understood among the
officers and men, that no prisoners would be taken. Young Jack Smith and young Bent,
half-breeds and two or three squaws, were the only prisoners taken. .Young Bent was sent
as a prisoner to Fort Lyon; Jack Smith was afterwards killed in camp. The squaws and
pappooses fullowed the column to Fort Lyon; one young infant was picked up on the field;
'\"hen we got into camp it was given to one of the squaws, but afterwards di ed and was
buried. I saw some Indians that had been scalped, and. the ears were cut off of the body
of White Antelope. One Indian who had been scalped had also his skull all smashed in,
and I heard that the privates of White .Antelope had been cut off to make a tobacco bag
out of. I heard some of tbe men say that tbe privates of one of the 15quaws bad. been cnt
out and put on a stick. There was a herd of about 600 ponies, mules and horses captured, whose average value per head was, I think, about $100; the Indians did not succeed in getting away with more than half a dozen of them. The herd was placed in charge of
Captain Johnson, provost marshal of the column, and sent into Fort Lyon. "'W hen l
reached Fort Lyon, I heard from the quartermaster that the main portion o:£ the herd bad
been stolen by the troops; there were about 250 head recovered and brought to Denver
with the command. Of the whole number captured the government d.el'ived no benefit,
the stock being !:ltolen and generally distributed throughout the country. 1n the Indian
camp I saw one new SCftlp, a white man's, and two old ~ones. Some clothing was found,
women's sh,·es and dresses, and officers' uniforms and other articles. The men helped
thernsel ves to what th0y wanted, and the balance was burned in the village. All the
force, with the exception of about two hundred and forty of the veteran battalion, were
one-hundred-days men ; this was their only engagement. I do not know of its bein~ an
Indian custom to scalp their own dead, but am of the opinion that the Indians at Sand
creek were scalped by our soldiers.
1'
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Pressly Talbott sworn:
Have resided in the Territory since 1859 ; I came from Kentucky; have become pretty
well acquainted with Indian affairs; the difficulties arise from depredations committed by
the Indians. The first year I was here there was no difficulty with the Indians; since then
they have been committing depredations. I entered the service as captain in the 3d regiment Colorado one-hundred-days men ; the only battle I was engaged in was at Sand creek,
I was at Fort Lyon the day before the battle ; I had a conversation with Major Anthony,
who expreFsed himself glad that we had come, saying that he would have attacked the Indians himself had he had sufficient force. I did not understand from any source that the
Indians had been placed there at Sand creek under the protection of the government.
Colonel Chivington gave orders that no parties, either military or civil, should be allowed
to leave or enter Fort Lyon without his consent, and he stationed pickets to enforce the
order. I believe the object of the order was to prevent any one from giving the Inc1ians information that troops were coming. I think we moved from Fort Lyon with about
650 men and four pieces of artillery, passing a distance of about forty-five miles, reaching
the Indian village about sun up, surprising the Indians; Colonel Chivington ordering that
the ponies be first secured, and Captain Wilson was intrusted with stampeding the ponies
with Colonel Shoup. I received orders to march up the right side of the creek and attack,
which I obeyed; the troops on the other side of the creek had commenced firing before;
the artillery was also playing on the Indians. My company was permitted to charge the
banks and ditches. No orders were given about taking prisoners. I was wounded and
taken from theiield about half an hour after the battle began, and know nothing of the
fight after that time; I was shot through with a bullet. I did not see any flags displayed
by the Indians. I do not know what disposition was made of the captured stock. I occupied a room while wounded adjoining the room of MAjor Colley, and was shown papers
by John Smith :;tgainst the government for 105 buffalo 1·obes, two white ponies, and a
wagon-load of goods. This account was made out in favor of Smith and Colley for $6,000.
'They c1a\med they had other demands against the government, and Smith Ba.\d they would
realize $25,000 out of it, and damn Colonel Chivington. They were very bitter in their
denunciations of Colonel Chivington and Major Downing. Private Louderback swore to
the accounts; he was detailed as a nurse for me, but did writing for Smith aud Colley.

DENVER, July 21, 1865.
Jacob Downing sworn:
I h;ve resided in Colorado since the spring of 1860; am a native of Albany, New York,
a lawyer by profession, and about thirty-three years of age. I was major of the first cavalry of Colorado; was in service from August, 1861, to January, 1865. A portion of the
time I acted as inspector of the district of Colorado. The first collision between the troops
and the Indians was at Fremont's orchard, near Camp Sanborn, on the northside of the South
Platte river, about the twelfth of April, 1864. I was at Camp Sanborn, inspecting troops. In
the evening, about 9 o'clock, a man by the name of Ripley, a ranchman on the Kioway
creek, came into Camp Sanborn and stated that the Xndians had taken from him all his
stock, and that he had narrowly escA.ped with his life. He did not know what tribe of
Indians, and said that they were driving the people off from the Kioway, Bijout, and other
creeks. He requested Captain Sanborn, the commander of the post, to give him the assistance of a few troops, stationed there, to recover the stock, saying that ho knew the
Indians ; that they would go rLorth, and he thought he could find them. Captain Sanborn
consented. Next morning Lieutenant Dunn, with about forty men, was ordered ,to go in
pursuit and recover the stock, if possible, taking Mr. Ripley as guide ; witli instructions
also, as I understood, to disarm the Indians if he found them in possession of the stock,
but to use every means to avoid a collision with them. He started that morning and returned about ten o'clock that evening, stating that he had bad a fight with the Indians ;
that they first fired upon him. After marching until four o'clock in the afternoon he came
in sight of the Indians, near Fremont's orchard. He was then on the south side of the
Platte ; the Indians were crossir g to the north side, some of whom were driving a herd of
stock-horses, mules, &c. In the river he halted his comu.and to allow the horses to
drink, they not having bad water since morning, when Mr. Ripley and a soldier went
ahead of the command to see what the Indians were driving, and to see if they could see
Ripley's stock in the herd of the I!ldians. They soon returned, when Ripley stated
that he recognized the Indians as those who drove off his stock, and bad seen his
horses in their herd, which they were rapidly driving towards the bluffs. The soldier
st,tted that he thought the Indians intended to fight ; that they were loading their titles.
When Lieutenant Dunn arrived on the north bank of the Pratte, where he could see the
Indians, he found them with their bows strung and their rifles in their bands. He directed
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'Mr. Ripley ann four solniers to stop the herd the Indians were driving, halted his commnncl,
and alone rode forward to meet the Indians; talked with them, endeavoring to obtain
the stock without any difficulty, and requested one or two of the Indians to come forward
and ta.lk with bim. They paid no attention to him, but together and in line rode towarils
him. Finding them determined not to talk with him, he rode slowly back to hi~
command, and when the Indians were within about six or eight feet, he ordered his men to
rlismount and disarm the Indians. As soon as his men had dismounted the Indians fired
upon them, and a fight commenced, which lasted about an hour. He succeeded in driving
them into the bluffs, and followed them that night about twenty miles. He had four
wounded, two of whom afterwards died. He thought he killed a number of Indians. The
Indians, being greatly superior in numbers, succeeded in getting their dead and wounde(l
away. At the commencement of the fight a small party of Indians drove the stock into the
bluffs, and Ripley's stock was never recovered. He afterwards learned they were southern
Cheyennes. He learned it from spears, bows, arrows, and other tuings left on the ground
where the fight occurred, and by statements of some of the Indians of the Cheyennes;
this is hearsay. Major Whitely took the statement of Indians at Camp Welles. Lieutenant Dunn had separated his command, and bad only sixteen men with him. He thought
there were from eighty to one hundred Indians. Be returned to camp, and next
morning, having obtained a man named Geary aEJ a guide, with a fresh mount, he started
in puri!uit. It having snowed in the night, the trail was obliterated so they could not
folluw it. 'Ihe next was a fight I had with them at Cedar Bluffs. I came to Denver and
requested Colonel Chivington to give me a force to go against the Indians. He did so. I
had about forty men I captured an Indian and required him to go to the village, or I
would kill him. This was about the middle of May. We started about eleven o'clock in
the day ; travelled all day and all that night. Ahout daylight I succeeded in surprit-ing the Cheyenne village of Cedar Bluffs, in a small CHii.On about sixty mile~& north of
the South Platte river. We commenced shooting; I ordered the men to commence killing
them. We soon found a canon on the edge of the brinks, occupied by warriors with rifles.
I arranged my men the best, as I thought, under the circumstances, and commenced shooting at them, ilnd they at us . The fight lasted about three hours. They pnt their dead
under the rocks. They lost, as I was informed, some twenty-six killed and thirty wounded.
My own loss was one killed and one wounded. I burnt up their lodges and everything I
could get hold of. There were fifteen large lodges and some smaller ones, but I was informed that there were some warriors who had no lodges. I took no prisoners. We got
out of ammunition and could not pursue them. There were women and children among
the Indians, but, to my knowledge, none were killed. \Ve captured about one hundred bead
of stock, which was distributed among the boys. The stock consisted of ponies, for which
I would not have given $5 per head. They were probably worth in this market $15 per
hPad I distributed the stock among the men for the reason that they had been marching
almost constantly day and night for nearly three weeks, and with the understanding that if
Major Genera.! Curtis, c )mm ~mdint; the department, would not consent to it, they would
turn the stock over to the government-having seen such things done in New Mexico,
under the command of Gen eral Canby, commanding the department. General Curtis
would not allow this to be done, and I ordered the men to turn the ponies over to Lieutenant Chase, acting battalion quartermaster, which, to the best of my knowledge and belief,
was done ; and by Lieutenant Chase, as I was informed, the ponies were turned over to
the government. About the same time I heard Lieutenant Ayres had a colliRion with the
Indians. I made my attack on the Indians from the fact th>tt const.ant statements were
marie to me by the settlers of the depredations committed by the Indians on the Platte,
and the tatements of murders committed ; and I regarded hostilities as existing between
the whites and Cheyennes before I attacked them at Cedar Blufft>, ancl. before Lietuenant
Dunn bad a collision with them; and continue up to the present time I was under
Colonel Uhivington when he went to Fort Lyon, and when he made the attack at Sand
creek. I have no knowledge of what occurred between the Inilians and Maj or Wynkoop,
commander of the post of Fort Lyon, but heard Major Anthony's statement. Colonel
Chivington marched with about five hundred men from Camp Fillmore ; upon arriving at
Fort Lyon be surroun !eel the place with pickets to prevent any one from leaving. He
met Major Anthony at the officers' quarters. I was not present at the commencement of
the interview, but came up won after. I he>~rd Colonel Chivington ask Major Anthony
bow the Indians were. The major said he wished Colonel Chivington woHld go out and
attack them; that every man in Fort Lyon would go with him that had the oppoJtunity ; that he would have attacked them long before if he had had a sufficient number of troops. He stated that the Indians were on Sand creek, about twenty miles
from Fort Lyon ; but afterwards understood that he was mistaken, as they were about forty
miles from F'ort Lyon . He urgeu an immediate attack upon the Indians, stating that he
would like tr> save out of the number a few who he believed to be good Indians; mention-
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ing the names of One Eye, Biack Kettle, and one other, stating that the rest ought all to
be killed. He said, in substance, that he had ordered the Indians at one time to give up
their arms, and thathe had intended to treat them as pris .mers of war; that they gave
him a few bows and arrows used by boys, and perfectly useless for warriors ; that they
gave up a Rawkinf:l rifle without any lock on it; and, in fact, all the arms they surrendered
were useless. Then, believing that they were insincere in their professions o~ f1iendship,
he had returned their arms, ordered them away from the post, and directed the guard to
fire upon them if they attempted t<:> come into the fort. In fact, all his statements were
urging Colonel Chivington to attack the Indians ; that they were hostile. The command
arrived at Fort Lyon in the forenoon, and that evening about 9 o'clock Colonel Chivington's command started for Sand creek. I should judge he took with him some one hundred or one hundred and twenty men from Fort Lyon. We reached Sand creek about sunrise
next morning. .A. battalion was immediately ordered to place themselves between the village
and the ponies ; the other battalions were brought up and nearly surrounded the village.
The horse of a man named Pierce was apparently running away with him ; the horse ran
into the villnge and fell, but got up ; when an Indian fired and killed Pierce ; this was the
first shot fired, to my knowledge. 1 I rode forward to the village at the head of what was
left of my battalion, some having been sent away, ant! when near the village an Indian
fired at me from undP.r the bank of the creek. After looking at the arrangement of the
village, I went back to Major Anthony, who had his battalion in line, and, under the supposition that he was going to charge the village with his cavalry, advised him not to do it,
believing that the horses were liable to become entangled among the ropes and fall. Immediately after Pierce was killed the battalion on the right commenced firing into the village.
Major Anthony was on the east of the village, on the north side of the creek; most of the
command were dismounted, and fought in that way. The Indians took refuge in trenches
under the banks, which had evidently been dug before our arrival. The fighting became
general; we killed a10 many as we could ; the village was destroyed and burned. The
surgeon informed me that some forty were killed and wounded in Colonel Chivington's command. My own belief is, that there were some five hundred or six hundred Indians
killed ; I counted two hundred and odd Indians within a very short distance of where their
village stood, most of whom were in these trenches, and Indians were killed five and six
miles from the village; but of the two hundred killed, I counted about twelve or fifteen
women and a few children, who had been killed in the trenches. I did not see any flag
over the village, but afterwards saw a man with a small flag, who said be got it out of a
lodge; I saw no person advancing with a white flag, but think I shouid have seen it had
it happened. The Indians were not buried by our men. I saw no soldier scalping anybody,
but saw one or two bodies which had evidently been ~;calped. I understand two or three
squaws were taken prisoners, and carried to Fort Lyon. A half· breed named S111ith was
taken prisoner, but was afterwards shot, the man who shot him afterwards deserting. I
remember seeing John Smith after the attack was made. Major Ant', ony ordered his men
to cease firing, and called to Smith to come towards him. I saw no mutilated bodies besides scalping, but heard that some bodies were mutilated. I don't know that I saw any
squaw that bad been scalped. I saw no scalps or other parts of the person among the
command on our return I saw no papoose in a feed-box. I think I saw one with a
squaw the night of our fir::~t camp, but understood they abandoned it the next momilag,
when the command moved. I heard Colonel Chivington give no orders in regard to
prisoners. I tried to take none myself, but killed all I could ; and I think that was
the general feeling in the command. I think and earnestly believe the Indians to be an
obstacle to civilization; and should be exterminated. I think there were some five hundred
or six hundred head of ponies, horses, and mules. Colonel Chivington ordered the provost
mar::;hal, Captain J. J. Johnson, to take charge of them and turn them over to the quartermaster at Denver. Captain Johnson took charge of them and, I think, turned them
over. I do not know of any being distributed among the men. I acted as attorney for
Colonel Chivington in the late investigation.
DENVER, July 27, 1865.
Oliver A. Williard:
Is a clergyman of the Methodist Episcopal church, residing in Denver, and have resided
here three years nearly; I know Colonel Chivington, and also Governor Evans; I have
had conversation with Colonel Chivington more than once upon the subject of Governor
Evans's conuexion with the affair at Sand creek last year; Colonel Cbivington said that
Governor Evans bad no knowledge of when he was to strike, or where, nor what was the
object of his expedition; he said this more than once ; he said it was necessary to keep
secrecy in such expeditions, and the governor knew nothing of it when he went to the
St<ttes; the governor was absent when the attack took place; both Colonel Chivington and
Governor Evans are my friends, and members of my church.
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Major Simeon Whitely sworn :
I have resided in Colorado since April, 1863; I came here from Wisconsin; there was
no outbreak among the Plain Indians until a year ago last spring ; since then there has
been continual trouble; I was present at a council held between Governor Evans and seven
or nine chiefs of the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes in September, 1864; copies of what was
said at the council are on file in the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, and in the commission to investigate the conduct of Colonel Chivington; the original draught is in the possession of Governor Evans ; I did not hear Governor Evans say that he did not want to see
the Indians, or to make peace with them ; he told them that the power t.o make peace had
passed out of his hands ; I did not hear him at any time say that if he made peace he
would not know what to do with the regiment he had raised ; in making the report of
what transpired at the council I took great pains, and am sure tl~at it is a correct and
truthful accourlt of the whole transaction; when the third Colorado regiment came back
from Sand creek I saw in the hands of a good many of the privates a great many scalps, or
parts of scalps, said to have been taken in that fight; at a theatrical performance held in
this city I saw a grer1t many scalps exhibited; at various times in the city I must have
seen as many as a hundred scalps.
S. E. Browne sworn :
I haye lived in Colorado since May, 1862, during which time have been United States
attorney for the Territory; I have no doubt that if the military and civil management of
Indian affairs were in discreet and competent hands Indian difficulties might be avoided ;
I personally know of no frauds or peculations committed against the government or Indians
by any civil or military officers ; in February last I was elected colonel of a, mounted regiment raised in this Territory to serve for ninety days; late in the month of February I was
in General Moonlight's headquarters, who was in command of the district of Colorado at
that time, and heard him say tha from the first and third Colorado cavalry then mustered
out, and the horses and ponies taken at Sand creek, there were two thousand two hundred
head to be accounted for to the government, but of that number only four hundred and
twenty-five or four hundred and seventy-five had been accounted for, leaving a deficit of
over seventeen hundred that he knew not what had become of; a comparatively small
number, I have been informed, have since been recovered; I have seen over a hundred
scalps in the city and through the country, said to have been taken at Sand creek; early
in September or late in August last I heard Colonel Chivington in a public speech announce that his policy was to "kill and scalp all, little and big ; that nits made lice ;'' one
of the main causes of our difficulties with the Indians comes from the delay in paying the
Indians their annuities according to law.

Colonel Potter sworn :
Am colonel of the sixth United,_ States volunteers; I have been in Colorado nearly two
months; am in command of the south sub-district of the plains; off from the stage lines I
have received no reports; on the line south to Forts Garland ancl Fillmore, and the line
into the States, I have bad no difficulty, but on the line to Green river, towards s ,tlt lake,
the Indians have been troublesome, killing men, &c. ; the Indians, as near as I can find
out, are the Arapahoes, who have committed depredations between Fort Collins and the
North Platte; they have driven off stage stock from some of the stations, and have also
killed one sergeant and five men, burnt Foot's ranch, attacked a train near the ranch,
capturing two wagons and running off some sixty head of stock ; the train was escorted by
soldiers, who fought as well as men could until their ammunition gave out; it requires
from twenty-five to thirty men to guard the stage from Virginia Dale to the North Platte;
these depredations I believe to have been committed by the Arapahoes, who, while their
families are fed and protected by the government, prey upon the trains; I know of no
other Indians who have committed depredations this side of the N0rth Platte; north of
the North Platte depredations have been committed by the Sioux and Cheyennes; General
Connor, commanding the district, is now at Fort Laramie ; I do not know the strength of
his force; I have at present twelve hundred and eighty-eight men under my command ; I
don't think there is any possibility of making any lasting peac; with the Indians; I think
there is only one of three things to do-either abandon the country to the Indians, forcibly
place the tribes on reservations surrounded by soldiers, or exte_rminate them ; my orders
are to kill every male Indian over twelve years of age found north of the South Platte, but
to disturb no women and children; as far as I know the policy of the military department
here, it is to exterminate the Indians; Utah is within General Connor's district; I kn0w
of no depredations committed in Utah.
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Dr. Caleb S. BirtseU sworn:
I have resided in Colorado since 1859 ; I came from Ohio originaiiy ; I was at the battle
of Sand creek as assistant surgeon of the third Colorado cavalry ; it commenced by our men
corralling the ponies ; Colonel Chivington and Colonel Shoup gave orders to form in line
of battle, but it could not be kept ; firing commenced, and I was soon after engaged attending to the wounded; I saw very little of what occurred; I reserved some of the lodges
for hospital tents, and my time was occupied that day and night and the next day c~ring
for the wounded; on the afternoon of the 29th of November, while in one of the lodges
dressing wounded soldiers, a soldier came to the opening of the lodge and called my attention to some white scalps be held in his hand ; my impression, after examination, was that
two or three of them were quite fresh; I saw in the hands of soldiers silk dresses and other
garments belonging to women; I saw some squaws that were dead, but did not go over
the ground; I did not see any Indians scalped, but saw the bodies after they were scalped;
I saw no other mutilations ; I did not see any kind of a flag in the Indian camp ; there
were none left wounded on the field ; I know of none being killed after being taken prisoner; soon after the battle, on the march, and here in Denver, I have seen soldiers with
Indian scalps ; of the stock captured a great many died, and some were distributed among
the troops, and some, I think, were sold ; I heard Major Anthony say that he had given
the Indians back what arms they had delivered up, and told them they must take care of
themselves-that he would issue no more provisions to them-and that they dared the sol~
diers out to fight; my impression is that orders were given to take no prisoners; I think ,
Colonel Chivington was in a position where he must have seen the scalping ~oing on .

.Asbury Bird, company D, 1st Colorado cavalry, sworn:
I was present at the engagement between Lieutenant Ayres and the Indians, composed
of Cheyennes, Arapahoes, and some Kioways. There was some cattle stolen on the head
of Beaver creek. We were sent to recover it; encountered a band of five lodges; two of
the Indians came towards us armed with rifles ; wben a"J?out sixty yards off we hollered
"how" to them, and they to us; before we got cleaT up to them they saw the command
about half a mile in rear of us coming up on a lope, and put off to their village and, took
their squaws ·and left. Lieutenant Ayres took round a hill to catch the Indians. On our
left there was one Indian, and Lieutenant Ayres sent two men to capture him; but the
Indian shot one of the men and the other mn off. The ground being too rough to get
the artillery up, we returned to the Indian camp', took all the meat, &c., and burned the
lodges. We got on the Indian trail the next morning and pressed them so close they
abandoned many things, and we Tecovered twenty of the stolen cattle. We then returned
to Denver. We were ordered out again; met some Indians of the Sioux tribe; held a
talk with them; they said they did not wish to fight; did not feel strong enough; they '
stayed in our camp that night, we sharing our provisions with them. The next morning,
about 9 o'clock, we were attacked by about seven hundred Indians, and fought them until
dark; we lost four men killed. We bad no interpreter along with us. When the two
Indians came to meet me they appeared friendly, but when they saw the command coming
on a lope, they seemed frightened and ran off. No effort was made by Lieutenant Ayres
to hold a talk with the Indians. I was with the train at Sand creek, but did not see the
fight. I went over the ground soon after the battle. I should judge there were between
400 and 500 Indians killed. I eounted 350 lying up and down the creek. I think about
half the killed were women and children. Nearly all, men, women, and children, were
scalped. I saw one woman whose privates had been mutilated. The scalps were carried
away mostly by the 3d regiment, one-hundred-day men. I saw but one Indian infant
killed. Two children weTe brought to the fort. I think about 500 head of stock was
taken; about 400 were turned over to the quartermaster at Fort Lyon. A great portion
of all the stock became scattered throngh the, country. In a conveTsation with Dick Colley, in the month of November, 1864, he told me they had sent $2,000 worth of the Indian goods to Denver, and expected the money every day. I heard John Rmith say he
bad some goods that did not cost him anything ; that he was going to trade with the Indians, and if he lost them would not be out anything.
Mr. Bonser sworn:
The first difficulty between the Cheyennes and Arapahoes and whites occurred on the
11th day of April, 1864. A white man came into Camp Sanborn and reported that he
had cattle stolen. A detail of twenty men was sent after the Indians to get the cattle.
The commander of the detail, Lieutenant Clark Dunn, had orders to disarm and fetch in
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the Indians ; if they refused, to sweep them off the face of the earth. A fight occurred,
and some Indians were wPunded, also four soldiers, two of whom afterwards died. There
was no interpreter along with the detail. The Indians, so Lieutenant Dunn told me, shook
hands, and appeared as though they wanted to say or do anything. I know an Indian
named Spotted Horse, part Cheyenne and part Sioux ; he is now dead ; be told me that
he was in the affair with Lieutenant Dunn. He eaid the Indians took three head of cattle ;
there were 100 warriors. There was snow on the ground, and the Indians were hungry
and took the cattle; they would have come into Denver if their horses had been in condition. They went south of the river with the cattle, inte01iing if the soldiers came after
them to settle for the cattle by giving some of their ponies. Before they had time to cross
the river and kill the cattle the soldiers overtook them. The soldiers had no interpreter,
held no talk with the Indians, gave them no time even to deliver the cattle, but pitched
into them. He also told me that had he been up in time, as he speaks English, or had
there been an interpreter, the whole matter might ~ave been settled without a figbt. As
it was, the Indians rode up close to the soldiers, dismounted, and shook bands with them.
Lieutenant Dunn's men then took bold of some of the Indians' weapons and tried to wrest
them away. The Indians did not know what it meant, and refused to give up their arms,
when they rwere fired upon by the soldiers. Spotted Horse, seeing that there was going to
be a war, threw up his chieftainship, and with it some one hundred head of ponies, and
came in to Governor Evans. I acted as interpreter, and he told substantially to Governor
Evans the above. This same chief traded four of his ponies to ranEom a white womanMrs. Kelly. The next collision was under Major Downing, at Cedar canon. I have a
Brule Sioux woman for a wife. I am of opinion that a lasting peace could be made with
all the southern Sioux without any more fighting.

FoRT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY,

Lieutenant Cramer sworn :
I am stationed at this post, 1st lieutenant company C, veteran battalion Colorado cavalry. I was at this post when Colonel Chivington arrived here, and accompanied him on
his expedition. He came into the post with a few officers and men, aad threw out pickets,
with instructions to allow no one to go beyond the line. I was then in command of company K. He brought some eight or nine hundred men with him, and took from this post
over a hundred men, all being mounted. My company was ordered along to take part.
We arrived at the Indiap village about daylight. On arriving in sight of the village a
battalion of the lst cavalry and the Fort Lyon battalion were ordered on a charge to surround the village and the Indian herd. After driving the herd towanis the village, Lieutenant Wilson's battalion of the 1st took possession of the northeast side of the village,
Major Anthony's battalion took position on the south, Colonel Chivington's 3d regiment
took position in our rear, dismounted, and after the fight had been commenced by Major
Anthony and Lieutenant Wilson, mounted, and commenced firing through us and over our
heads. About this time Captain John Smith, Ir;1dian interpreter, attempting to come to
our troops, was fired on by our men, at the command of some one in our rear, "To shoot
the damned old Bon of a bitch." One of my men rode forward to save him, but was
killed. To get out of the fire from the rear, we were ordered to the left. About this time
Colonel Chivington moved his regiment to the front, the Indians retreating up the creek,
and hiding under the banks. There seemed to be no organization among our troops;
every one on his own hook, and shots flying between our own ranks. White Antelope
ran towards our columns unarmed, and with both arms raised, but was killed. Several
other of the warriors were killed in like manner. The women and children were huddled
together, and most of our fire was concentrated on them. Sometimes during the engagement I was compelled to move my company to get out of the fire of our own men. Captain Soule did not order his men to fire when the order was given to commence the fight.
During the fight, the battery on the opposite side of the creek kept firing at the bank
while our men were in range. The Indian warriors, about one hundred in number, fought
desperately ; there were about five hundred all told. I estimated the loss of the Indians
to be from one hundred and twenty-five to one hundred and seventy-five killed ; no
wounded fell into our hands, and all the dead were scalped. The Indian who was pointed
out as White Antelope had his fingers cut off. Our force was so large that there was no
necessity of firing on the Indians. They did not return the fire until after our troops had
fired several rounds. We had the assurance from Major Anthony that Black Kettle and
his friends should be saved, and only those Indians who bad committed depredations should
be harmed. During the fight no officer took any measures to get out of the fire of our
own men. Left Hand stood with his arms folded, saying he would not fight the white
men, as they were his friends. I told Colonel Chivingtou of the position in which the offi-
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cers stood from Major Wynkoop's pledges to the Indians, and also Major Anthony's, and
that it would be murder, in every sense of the word, if he attacked those Indians. His
. reply was, bringing his fist down close to my face, ''Damn any man who sympathizes
' with Indians." I told him what pledges were given the Indians. He replied, "rl'hat he
had come to kill Indians, and believed it to be honorable to kill Indians under any and all
circumstances ;" all this at Fort Lyon. Lieutenant Dunn went to Colonel Chivington
and wanted to know if he could kill his prisoner, young Smith. His reply was, "Don't
ask me; you know my orders; I want no prisoners." Colonel Chivington was in position
where he must have seen the scalping and mutilation going on. One of the soldiers was
taking a squaw prisoner across the creek, when other soldiers fired on him, telling him
they would kill him if he did not let her go. On our approach to the village I saw some
one with a white flag approachiug our lines, and the troops fired upon it; and at the time
Captain Smith was fired upon, some one wearing a uniform coat was fired upon approl:l.ching our lines. Captain Smith was wearing one. After the ' fight I saw the United States
flag in the Indian camp. It is a mistake that there were any white scalps found in the village. I saw one, but it was very old, the hair being much faded. I was ordered to burn
the village, and was through all the lodges. There was not any snow on the ground, and
no rifle-pits. I was present at the interview on the Smoky Hill between Major Wynkoop
and the Indians, and it is correctly set out in hili! report, which I have read. I was also
present at the interview between the Indian chiefs and Major Anthony, after he had assumed command. The chiefs desired to come into the post for protection, as they had
heard through the ~ioux that the 3d regiment Colorado troops was advancing in their direction. Major Anthony declined to permit them, saying he had not provisions to feed
them. They must stay where they were, and their young men must go out and hunt
buffalo. This was only three days before the massacre.
·

FoRT LYoN, CoLORADO TERRITORY.

C. M. Cossitt :
Is acting quartermaster at this post; was here when Colonel Chivington came in from
Sand creek after the fight or massacre there. He used to stop with me when he came here.
In my room several present, among others Major Colley, Indian agent. He thought he had
done a brilliant thing which would make him a brigadier general. I think.the expression was,
"that he thought that would put a star on his' shoulder." This would do for a second
Harney as an Indian iighter. This is the substance of the conversation.
C. M. COSSirT,
Lieut. Vet. Battalion 1st Colorado Cavalry, A. A. Q. M.

Lucien Palmer sworn:
Am sergeant of company C, .veteran battalion 1st Colorado cavalry. I was such at the time
of the attack on the Cheyennes by Chivington ; I was in the midst of the fight ; I counted
130 bodies, all dead; two squaws and three papooses were captured and brought to Fort
Lyon. I think among the dead bodies one-third were women and children. The bodies
were horribly cut up, skulls broken in a good many; I judge they were broken in after they
were killed, as they were shot besides. I do not think I saw any but what was scalped; saw
fingers cut off, saw several bodies with privates cut off, women as well as men. I saw Major
Sayre, of the 3d regiment, scalp an Indian for the scalp lock ornamented by silver ornaments ; he cut off the skin with it. He stood by and saw his men cutting fingers from
dead bodies. This was the morning after the fight. All I S'l.w done in mutilating bodies
was done by the members of the 3d regiment. I counted the number of dead bodies, but
did not count the women and children separate from the men to learn the proportion of
each. I speak only from my impression as to the women and children being one-third of
the number killed. I was with the battery.

Amos C. Miksch sworn:
Am a corporal in company E, veteran battalion, 1st Colorado cavalry; was born in Pennsylvania, but my home is in Ohio. I was in the battery ; did not see the first attack ; after
we came up we opened on the Indians ; they retreated and we followed and stayed until all
were killed we could find. Next morning after the battle I saw a little boy covered up
among the Indians in awtrench, still alive. I saw a major in the 3d regiment take out his
pistol and blow off the top of his head. I saw some men unjointing fingers to get rings
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off, and cutting off ears to get silver ornaments. I saw a party with the same major take
up bodies that had been buried in the night to scalp them and take off ornaments. I saw
a squaw with her head smashed in before she was killed. Next morning, after they were
dead and stiff, these men pulled out the bodies of the squaws and pulled them open in an
indecent manner. I heard men say they had cut out the privates, but did twt see it myself. It was the 3d Colorado men who did these things. I counted 123 dead bodies; I
think not over twenty-five were full-grown men; the warriors were killed out in the bluff;
altogether I think there were about 500. There were 115 lodges, from four to five in a
lodge. In the afternoon I saw twenty-five or thirty women and children ; Colonel Cbivington would not allow them to come in ; a squad of the 3d Colorado was sent out ; I
don't know what became of them ; it was about four miles off. The Indians were generally scalped as they fell. Next day I saw Lieutenant Richmond scalp two Indians; it was
disgusting to me; I heard nothing of a fresh white scalp in the Indian camp until I saw
it in the Dunn papers. There was no snow on the ground; there were no rifle-pits except what the Indians dug into the sand-bank after we commenced firing. I saw them
digging out sand with their hands while firing was going on ; the water came into the
trenches they dug in this manner.
FoRT LYoN, June 9, 1865.
Major Wynkoop sworn :
I am in command of this post ; I was in command in May, 1864, and until within a
short time previous to the Sand creek affair.
Question. Do your report and the accompanying affidavits state the facts of that affa.ir?
Answer. They do so far as they go. I have been a resident of this Territory since October,
1858. I have been familiar with the state of affairs with the Cheyenne and Arapaho 'Indians.
Previous to the Cbivington affair hostilities were open about four months. From my own
personal knowledge I have no doubt that the hostilities were commenced by a detachment
of soldiers under the comm<md of Lieutenant Dunn, who was sent in search of some cattle supposed to have been stolen and driven away by some Cheyenne Indians. A conflict
occurred between Lieutenant Dunn and the Indians. Captain Sanborn sent out the detachment. A rumor bad reached district headquarters tha.t the cattle had been stolen by the
Indians, and Colonel Chivington issued orders that a detachrr ent should be sent o11t to recover the stock and dir::arm the Indians. The attempt to disarm the Indians resulterl in a
conflict ; there was one killed and three wounded on our side. That was the first difficulty
I know of between the Cheyennes, Arapahoes and whites since my residence in the country, seven years. The next difficulty was an attack on a Cheyenne village by Major Downing, under Ohivington's orders. 'l'he major reported be bad ldlled over forty warriors, but
the Cheyenne chiefs stated to me that their loss consisted of two squaws and two pappooses.
Our loss was one killed. Lieutenant Ayres, of the Colorado battery, bad the next conflict
with the Indians. He bad been ordered by Colonel Chivington, as be stated to me, to
kill all Indians be came across He marched from Fort Larned, about forty miles, until
he came to Lean B..jar's band of Cheyennes, a few of whom were some distance from the
column, hunting buffalo. Sergeant Fribbley was approached by Lean Bear, and accompanied by him into our column, leaving his warriors at some diRtance. A short time after
Lean Bear reached our command he was killed, and fire opened upon his band. I am not
aware of any hostilities committed by Lean Bear's command previous to this time. A
running fight for a couple of hours ensued, in which we lost several killed, the Indians
getting possession of the bodies. My information has been derived from information received and reports made to me, also from the Cheyennes. At and previous to the fight of
Lieutenant Ayres, a band of Arapahoes were situated about twenty-five miles from here,
on Sand creek ; they had been in the habit of coming into the fort frequently, and having
communication with their agent, Major Colley, and myself. I bad been in the habit of issuing rations to them when I found them in want. They bad given every evidence of
friendship for the whites, and were in the habit of bringing in and delivering to me government stock found loose on the prairie. In consequence of this friendly feeling on
their part, and det;irous to keep them friendly, as we were at war with the Cheyennes. I
issued rations to them every ten days. About this time I made the proposition to them.
Colonel Cbivington was temporarily at this post, and in the presence of several officers I
submitted the proposition to him, and be heartily indorsed the same, and was present at
one or two issues. 'l'his post was then in the district of the Upper Arkansas; Colonel
Chivington was here, but dated his orders headquarters in the field. Left-H1lnd's band
was at this time camped near Fort Larned; near them was a band of Kiowas. Left-Hand,
who had always been friendly to the whites, learned that the Kiowas, on a certain day,
intended to run off the stock from Fort Larned, and be accordingly stated that fact to the
commanding vfficer of that post: Captain Parmeter. No apparent attention was paid to the
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information given by Left-Hand, and on tbe day indicated by him the stonk was driven off
by the Kiowas. Immediately after this Left-Hand and his band approached the post to offer
his services and the services of his young men to pursue the Kiowas and rt>cover the stock.
Meeting a soldier a short distance from the post, he requested him to state to the commanding officer his object. I am personally acquainted with Left-Hand ; he speaks English. Left-Hand continued to approach the post, at the same time exhibiting a white flag,
when fire was opened upon them by the battery, which drove them off. After sufficient
time had elapsed for the news to reach this vicinity, the band of Arapahoes camped here suddenly disappeared. Not a great while afterwards a citizen, a quartermaster's teamster, and
his wife, while travelling from Denver here, were attacked by Indians; tlie man killed and
the woman carried off I have reliable information that this act was committed by Little
Raven's band of Arapahoes. A short time after that, two citizens on their way to this post
to testify before a military commission, sixteen miles from here, were attacked by Indians and
killed. My information is, that this outrage was committed by Little Raven's band. I know
of no outrages committed by any of Left-Hand's band. While a small detachment of my regiment, some thirty men, were encamped near the mouth of the Cimarron crossing, their
stock was run off. Lieutenant Chase, encamped at Jimmy's camp, had his stock.driven off.
The letter I received from the Indians is correctly printed in the Commissioner's report. I
do know that the Indians encamped on Sand creek felt that they were under the protection
of the govemment, and were friendly; have driven my family down to their camp and
sat in their lodges, without an escort. Colonel Chivington bad no orders to attack the
Cheyenne camp; I never have received any instructions in regard to Indians and their
treatment. Since the Sand creek affair there has existed the deMiliest hostility between
those tribes and the whites ; t.bey have killed many persons on. the Platte, and captured
and destroyed much property. I know of no depredations committed on this route by the
Cheyennes and Arapahoes since ; I have reason to know that the Kiowas and Comanches
have joined them in hostilities; I know that the Sioux are anxious, with the other tribes,
to make peace, if the Cheyennes and Arapahoes do, and I think before the Sand creek affair
a las tin~ peace could have been made with all the Indians. Since the mas::1acre I have not
been able to hold any communication with t.he Indians. I have in my possession a statement made by a half-breed, who bad been in their camp since the massacre. He was in
during the attack, and was among those who escaped; he was also in their camp whrm the
remnant of the tribe got together on the Smoky Hill. Black Kettle, head chief of the
Cheyennes, was there, but in disgrace with his tribe; was recognized no longer, and was
taunted for having, by putting too much faith in the white man, their women and children murdered. They insulted him and •threatened his life, asking him why he did not
stay and die with his brother, White Antelope. Tbe Indians told him. that altogether
there were one hundred and forty missing, but some wounded afterwards came in. Black
Kettle is the OtJly chief left who was in favor of peace. White Antelope folded his arms
stoically and was shot down, refusing to leave the :field, stating t.hat it was the fault of
Black Kettle, others, and himself that occasioned the massacre, and lie would die. Black
Kettle refusing to leave the field, was carried off by his young men. I gave to the head.
chiefs of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes a written statement that I had, in consequence of
their delivering up some white prisoners, come to an understanding as a United States officer to cease hostilities until such a time as something definite could be conduded by the
proper authorities, and warned all officers from interfering with them in a hostile manner1until such time should elapse. I pledged myself to give them an interview with the
g-overnor of Colorado, and, whatever might be the result, I would return them in safety.
This post, at the time of Chivington's attack, was not in his department ; but be went out
of his diRtrict to make the attack. There was force enough at this post, if necessary, to
have whipped the Indians I do not think this reservation is very good, not as good as
on the Beaver creek or Smoky Hill Fork, The latter place is midway between the travelled routes, and the Indians would much prefer land there. There is a great s_cope of country south of the Arkansas ; the Smoky Hill is the best section of country for the buff,tlo.
In 1858 I travelled with one companion down the Platte, through all the tribes, and was
fed and lodged in their camps, encountering no difficulty. I think we might make peace
if we could meet the Indians, with the exception of the Dog soldiers of the Cheyennes.
But it would be difficult, in consequence of the massacre, to obtain their confidence. I
think it a matter of justice to the Indians, and of a decent self-respect to the government,
that an effort should be made to make peace. At the time I met the Indians I had but
130 men, and the Indians had some 700 armed warriors. I think hc-td a fight occurred I
should have been defeated After Major Anthony assumed command of the post, he proceeded with a command of cavalry to an Arapaho village, couta.ining the bands of Little
Raven and Left-Hand. I had gone down to the village simply as a looker-on, and was
there when Major Anthony arrived. He told Little Raven and Left-Hand that be had
come for the purpose of taking their arms, as it became necessary to consider them pris-
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oners ; he did not wish any of them to leave camp without permission from him ; he said
he would count the number of souls in their camp, and would send an officer every day to
verify their presence. The chiefs both appeared willing to deliver up their arms, Little
Raven stating he did not desire to be at war with the whites, but W<tS willing to Eubmit to
whatever Major Anthony might impose on him. Left-Hand coincided, but requested that
he would like to have the Indian boys retain their bows and arrows, as they were in the
habit of shooting prairie dogs and jack rabbits, which proved of benefit to them in consequence of their destitute situation. Major Anthony refused to accede to his request,
and ordered all the arms to be turned over to him, which was accordingly done, and I saw
them placed in a wagon and conveyed to Fort Lyon. This occurred about ten days previous to the fight on t:land creek ; Left-Hand joining the Cheyennes, and Little Raven going
to Camp Wynkoop.
I proceeded from this post with a detachment of cavalry under charge of Lieutenant
Cramer. At Booneville I left the detachment, and proceeded ahead with the white prisoners, expecting the cavalry having the Indian chiefs in charge would reach Denver two
days after my arrival. My object in proceeding ahead wafil to have an interview with
Governor John Evans, ex-officio superintendent of Indian affairs, previous to the arrival of
the chiefs. On my arriv<LL I was informed that the governor was sick in bed, and ·on that
evening I did not see him. The next morning be called on me at my hotel. Upon
entering the parlor I found him in conversation with Dexter Colley, son of the Indian
agent for the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, who was present during onr whole interview. I
told the governor I had come up in accordance with my report ; had brought the rescued
white prisoners with me, and that the chiefs would be in in a few days, for the purpose of
having an interview with him. He intimated that be was sorry I bad brought them ; that
he considered he had nothing to do with them; that they had declared war against the
United States, and he considered them in the hands of the military authorities ; that he
did not think, anyhow, it was policy to make peace with them until they were properly
punished, for the reason that the United States would be acknowledging t.l}._~mselves
whipped. I said it would be strange if the United States would consider t~selves
whipped by a few Indians, and drew his attention to the fact that, as a United States
officer, I had pledged myself to these Indians to convey them to Denver, to procure an
interview with himself, being the Indian superintendent, upon conditions communicated to
him in my report ; that I had brought these Indians a distance of nearly four hundred
miles from their villt~ge with that object in view ; and desired that he would furnish them
an audience. He replied querulously that he was to start next day to visit the Ute agency on
business; besides, be did not want to see them, anyhow. I endeavored to explain to him
the position in which I was placed, and earnestly requested that he would await their arrival. He then referred to the fact that the third regiment of one-hundred-day men having
been raised, and in camp, were nearly ready to make an Indian campaign. He further said
that the regiment was ordered to be raised upon his representations to Washington that tlley
were necessary for the protection of the Territory, and to fight hostile Indians ; and now, if
he made peace with the Indians, it would be supposed at Washington that he had misrepresented matters in regard to the Indian difficulties in Colorado, and had put the government
to a useless expense in raising and equipping the regiment; that they had been raised to
kill Indians, and they must kill Indians. Several times in our conversation in regard to
the object of tte Indiaws who were coming to see him, he made the remark, "What shall I
do with the third regiment, if I make peace?"
~have recently been over the battle-field of Sand creek ; I saw no evidences of any
intrenchments. I do not think the location is suitable for defence.

DENVER, (~OLORADO TERRITORY, September 13, 1865.
DEAR Srn: Enclose(! please find a copy of my reply to the ." Committee on the Conduct of
the War." I hope you will find in it a vindication against their unjust implication of my
name in the "Sand creek affair."
I fain would hope that, in your report, my administration of Indian affairs might have
such mention as the faithfulness of which I am conscious entitles rnA to receive. I ask
nothing but justfce, and feel confident that I shall receive this. But the circumstances
in which I am placed by the Committee on the Conduct of the War make me anxious for
more at the bands of your committee than a mere passing n~tice. If there is any point
in my administration not fully and satisfactorily explained I shall be happy to give the
facts as thev are.
I have, f;om what was said to me, assumed that the acco-unt of my stewardship was satisactory to you. I trust I have not been hasty in this.
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I am gratefully obliged for the kind words in my behalf you were pleased to express a~
Washington, which have been communica1ed to me by a friend.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, &c.,
JOHN EVANS.
Hon. J. R. DooLITTLE.

Reply qf Governor Evans, of th~ Territory of Colorado, to that part, r~f~rring to him, of the report
oj the •' GommiUee on the Conduct of the War," headed " Massacre of Cheyenne Indians."
ExECUTIVE DEPARTMENT AND SuPERINTENDENCY OF INDIAN AFFAIRs,

C. T.,

Denver, August 6, 1865.
To the Public :

I have just seen, for the first time, a copy of the report of the Committee on the Con.
duct of the War, headed "Massacre of Cheyenne Indians."
As it does me great injustice, and by its partial, unfair, and erroneous statements will
mislead the public, I respectfu1ly ask a suspension of opinion in my case until I shall h~ve
time to present the facts to said committee or some equally high authority, and ask a correction. In the mean time I desire to lay a few facts before the public.
The Committee on the Conduct of the War, as shown by the resolution of the House of
Representatives heading the report, had power "to inquire into and re port all the facts
connected with the late attack, by the 3d regiment Colorado volunteers, unJer Colonel
Chivington, on a village of the Cheyenne tribe of Indians, near Fort Lyon."
They had no power to inquire into my management of Indian affairs except in so far as
it related to this battle; and the chairman of the committee assured me that they would
not inquire into such general management. Having no connexion whatever with the
battle, ll{ld, at the time, knowing nothing of the immediate facts connected therewith, I
so stated to the committee, and, relying upon the above assurance of the chairman, addressed myself to another committee which had been appointed to investigate the manDgement of Indian affairs generally in the United States. Of this committee, Senator
Doolittle was chairman, and to it, I believe, I have rendered a satisfactory account of my
stewardship.
The Committee on the Conduct of the War, however, have seen fit to go beyond the
scope of their powers, and to enter into a hasty and general inves~igation of Indian affairs
in this superintendency, and in their report attack matters occurring at remote periods
from, and entirely disconnected with, the subject-matter of investigation.
Under these circumstances, having been censured unheard, I claim the privilt>ge of presenting proof of the falsity of their charges, in order that, so fat· as it can be done, the
committee, or equally high authority, may repair the great injut y don e me. And I pledge
myself to prove, by official correspondence and accredited testimony, to their sath;fc~.ction,
and that of all fair-minded men, the truth and justice of my complaint.
I do not propose to discu,:s the merits or demerits of the Sand creek battle, but simply
to meet the attempt, on the patt of the committee, to connect my name with it, and to
throw discredit on my testimony. I shall not ask the public to take my assertions, except
so far as I shall sustain them by undoubted authority, a large part of which is published
in government documents by the authority of the honor.1ule body of which the committee
are members. The report begins :
"In the summer of 1864 Governor Evans, of Co lorado Territory, as acting superintendent of Indian affairs, sent notice to the various banrls and tribes of Indian8 within his
jurisdiction that such as desired to be considen~d friendly to the whites should repair to
the nearest military post in order to be proteded from the soldiers who were to take the
field against the hostile Indians.''
This statement is true q,s to such notice having been sent, but conveys the false impression that it was at the beginning of hostilities, and the declaratio of war. The truth is,
it was issued by authority of the Indian department months after the war had become
general, for the purpose of inducing the Indians to cease hostilities, and to protect those
who had been or would become frieudly, from the inevitable dangers to which they were
exposed. This · • notice'' may be found pubiished in the report of the Commissioner of
Iudian Affairs for 1864, page 218.
The report continues :
"About the close of the summer some Cheyenne Indians, in the neighborhood of the
Smoky Hill, sent word to Major Wynkoop, commanding at Fort Lyon, that they had in
their possession, and were willing to deliver up, some white captives they had purchased
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of other Indians. Major Wynkoop, with a force of over one hundred men, vh:ited those
Indians and recovered the white captives. On his return he was accompanied by anumber of the chiefs and leading men of the Indians, whom he had brought to visit Denver
for the purpose of conferring with the authorities there in regard to keeping the peace.
Among them were Black Kettle and White Antelope, of the Cheyennes, and some chiefs
of the Arapahoes. The council was held, and these chiefs stated that they were friendly
to the whites and bad always been."
Again they say :
"All the testimony goes to show that the Indians under the immediate control of Black
Kettle and White Antelope, of the Cheyennes, and Left-Hand, of the Arapahoes, were and
bad always been friendly to the whites, and had not been guilty of any acts of hostility
or depredations."
This word which the committee say was sent to Major Wynkoop was a Jetter to United
States Indian Agent Major Colley, which is published in the report of the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs for 1865, page 233, and is as follows:
" CHEYENNE VILLAGE, August 29, 1864.
".MAJOR COLLEY: We received a letter from Bent, wishing us to make peace. We held
a council in regard to it. All come to the conclusion to make peace with you, providing
you make peace with the Kiowas, Comanches, Arapahoes, Apaches, and Sioux. We are
going to send a me!"senger to the Kiowas and to the other nations a Lout our going to make
peace with you. We heard that you have some fprisoners] in Denver. We have seven
prisoners of yours which we are willing to give up, providing yon give up yours. There
are three war parties out yet, and two of Arapahoes. They have been out some time and
expected in soon. When we held this council there were few Arapahoes and Sioux present.
We want true news from you in return. That is a letter.
" BLACK KE'ITLE, and other Chi~(s."
Compare the above extract from the report of the committee with this published letter
of Black Kettle and the admission of the Indians in the council at Denver.
The committee say, the prisoners proposed to be delivered up were purchased of other
Indians. Black Kettle, in his letter, says: "We have seven prisoners of yours, which
we are willing to give up, providing you give up yours."
They say nothing about prisoners whom they had purchased. On the other hand, in the
council held in Denver, Black Kettle said:
"Major Wynkoop was kind enough to receive the letter, and visited them in camp, to
whom they delivered four white prisoners, one other (Mrs. Snyder) having killed herself;
that there are two women and one child yet in their camp whom they will deliver up as
soon as they can get them in; Laura Roper, 16 or 17 years; Ambrose Asher, 7 or 8 years;
Daniel Marble, 7 or 8 years; Isabel Ubanks, 4 or 5 years. The prisoners still with them
[are] Mrs. Ubanks and babe, and a l\1rs. Norton, who was taken on the Platte. Mrs. Sny.
der is the name of the woman who hung herself. The boys were taken between Fort
Kearney and the Blue."
Again : they did not deny having captured the prisoners, when I told them that having
the prisoners in their possession was evidence of their having committed the depredations
when they were taken. But White Antelope said : "We (the Cheyennes) took two prisoners west of Kearney, and destroyed the trains." Had they purchased the prisoners they
would not have been slow to make it known in this council.
The committee say the chiefs went to Denver to confer with the autbori1Ls about Tceping the peace. Black Kettle says : "All come to the conclusion to make peace with you
providing you will make peace with the Kiowas, Comanches, Arapahoes, Apaches, and
Sioux.''
Again, the committee say :
"All the testimony goes to show that the Indians under the immediate control of Black
Kettle and White Antelope, of the 'Cheyennes, and Left-Hand, of the .Arapahoes, were, and
had been,· friendly to the whites, and had not been guilty of any acts of hostility or depr·edations ''
Black Kettle says, in his letter: " We received a letter from Bent, wishing us to make
peace." Why did Bent send a letter to friendly Indians, and want to make peace with
Indians "who had always been friendly 'l'' Again, they say, •' We h:;we held a council iu
regard to it." Why did they hold a council in regard to making peace, when they were
already~ peaceable? Again, they say, "All come to the conclusion to make peace with
you, providing you make peace with the Kiowas, Comanches, Arapahoes, Apachts, and
Sioux. We h:we seven prisoners of yours, which we are willing to give up, providing you
give up yours. 'l'here are three war [not peace] parties out yet, and two of Arapahoes." •
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Every line of this letter shows that they were and had been at war. I desire to throw
additidnallight upon this assertion of the committee that these Indians ''were and had
been friendly to the whites, and had not been guilty of any acts of hostility or depredations;" for it is upon this point that the committee accuse me of prevarication.
In the council held at Denver, White Antelope said: "We (the Cheyennes) took two
prh;oners west of Kearney, and destroyed the trains." This was one of the most destructive and bloody raids of the war.· Again, Neva (Left-Hand's brother) said: "The Comanches, Kiowas, and Sioux have done much more harm than we have."
The entire report of this council, which is hereunto attached, shows that the Indians had
been at war, and had been "guilty of acts of hostility and depredations."
As showing more fully the status and disposition of these Indians, I call attention to the
following extract from the report of Major Wynkoop, published in the report of the Commissioner of. Indian Affairs for 1864:, page 234:, and a letter from Major Colley, their agent;
same report, page 230. Also statement of Robert North; same report, page 224.
"FoRT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY, September 18, 1864.
'' SIR :
o
II$
o
~
~
~
Taking with J;Ue, under strict
guard, the Indians I had in my possession, I reached my destination, and was confronted
by from six to eight hundred Indian warriors, drawn up in line of battle, and prepared to
fight.
"Putting on as bold a front as I could under the circumstances, I formed my command
in as good order as possible for the purpose of acting on the offensive or defensive, as
might be necessary, and advanced towards them, at the same time sending forward one of
the Indians I had with me, as an emissary, to state that I had come for the purpose of
holding a consultation with the chiefs of the Arapahoes and Cheyennes, to come to an understanding which might result in mutual benefit; that I had not come desiring strife,
but was prepared for it if necessary, and advised them to listen to what I had to say, previous to making any more warlike demonstrations.
''They consented to meet me in council, and I then proposed to them that if they desired peace to give me palpabltl evidence of their sincerity 'by delivering into my hands
their white prisoners. I told them tb.at I was not authorized to conclude terms of peace
with them, but if they acceded to my proposition I would take what chiefs they might
choose to select to the governor of Colorado Territory, state the circumstances to him, and
that I believed it would result in what it was their desire to accomplish-' peace with
their white brothers.' I had reference, particularly, to the Arapaho and Cheyenne tribes.
'' '1he council wal:l divided-undecided-and could not come to an understanding among
themselves. I told them that I would march to a certain locality, distant . twelve miles,
and await a given time for their action in the matter. I took a strong position in the locality named, and remained three days. In the interval they brought in and turned over
four white prisoners, all that was possible for them at the time being to turn over, the
balance of the seven being (as they stated) with another band far to the northward.
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"I have the principal chiefs of the two tdbes with me, and propose starting immediately to Denver, to put into effect the aforementioned proposition made by me to them.
" They agree to deliver up the balance of the prisoners as soon as it is possible to procure them, which can be done better from Denver City than from this point.
"I have the honor, governor, to be your obedient servant,
"E. W. WYNKOOP,
'' Major First Col. Cav., Oomd' g Fort Lyon, 0. T.
"His Exce1lency JoHN EvANS,
"Governor of Colorado, Denver, C. T.''
"FoRT LYON, CoLORADO TERRITORY, July 26, 1864.
When I last wrote you I was in hopes that our Indian troubles were at an end.
Colonel Chivington has just arrived from Larned, and gives a sad account of affairs at that
post. They have killed some ten men from a train, and run off all the stock from the
post.
"As near as they can learn, all the tribes were engaged in it. The colonel will give
you the particulars. There is no dependence to be put in any of them. I have done
everything in my power to keep the peace ; I now think a little powder and lead is the
best food for them. t
"Respectfully, your obedient servant,
"S. G. COLLEY, United States Indian Agent.
"Hon. JoHN EvANS,
'' Governor and Superintendent Indian Affairs.''
'' SIR :
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'The following statement, by Robert North, was made to me:

..

"NoVEYnER 10, 18'6 3.
" Having recovered an Arapaho prisoner (a squaw-) from the Utes, I obtained the confidence of the Indians completely. I have lived with them from a boy, and my wife is an
Arapaho.
"In honor of my e)tploit in recovering the prisoner, the Indians recently gave me a.
'bjg medicine dance,' about fifty miles below Fort Lyon, on the Arkansas river, at which
the leading chiefs and warriors of several of the tribes of the plains met.
'' The Comanches, Apaches, Kiowas, the northern band of Arapahoes, and all of the
Cheyennes, with the Sioux, have pledged one another to go to war with the whites as soon.
as they can procure ammunition in the spring. I heard them discuss the matter often,
and the few of them who opposed it were forced to be quiet, and were really in danger of
their lives. I saw the principal 'Chiefs pledge to each other that they would be friendly
and shake hands with the whites until they procured ammunition and guns, so as to be
ready when they strike. Plundering, to get means, has already commenced; and the
plan is to commence the war at several points in the Sj)arse settlements early in the spring.
They wanted me to join them in the war, saying that they would take a great many
white women and children prisoners, and get a heap of property, blankets, &c. ; but while
I am connected with them by marriage, and live with them, I am yet a white man, and
wish to avoid bloodshed. There are many Mexicans with the Comanche and Apache In<'liaus, all of whom urge on the war, promising to help the Indians themsel\'"es, and that
a great many more Mexicans would come up from New Mexico for th·e purpose in the
spring.''
In addition to the statement showing that all the Cheyennes were in the alliance, I de~
~ire to add the following frank admission from the Indians in the council :
'' Governor Evans explained that smoking the war-pipe was a figurative term, but their
'Conduct had been such as to show they had an understanding with other tribes.
"SE~ERAL INDiANS. We acknowledge that our actions have given you reason to believe
this"
. In addition to all this, I refer to the appended statement of Mrs. Ewbanks. She is one
of the prisoners that Black Kettle, in the council, said they had. Instead of purch'lsing
her, it will be observed that they :first captured her on the Little Blue, and then sold her
to the Sloux.
Mrs. Martin, another rescued prisoner, w-as captured by the o.lteyfennes on Plum creek,
west of Kearney, with a boy nine years old. These were the prisoners of which White
Antelope srt.id, in the council, "We took two prisoners west of Kearney, and destroyed
ihe trains.'' in her published statement she says the party who captured her and the
boy killrd eleven men and destroyed the trains, and were mostly Oluyenru3.
Thus I have proved, by the Indian chiefs named in the report, by Agent Colley and
Major Wynkoop, to whom they refer to sustain their assertion. to the contrary, that these
Indians had "been at war, and had committed acts of hostility and depredations."
This documentary evidence could be extended much further, but enough has been pro-duced to show the utter recklessness of their statements; an.d because I would not admit,
in the face of these published facts, that these Indians "were, and always had been,
friendly, and had not been guilty of any acts of hostility or depredations,'' the committe.e
accuse me of " prevarication." They say that I prevaricated " for the evident purpose of
avoiding the admission that he was fully aware that the Indians massacred so brutally
at Sand creek were then, and had been, actuated by the most friend1g fedings towards the whites.''
I had left the Indians in the hands of the military authorities, ag I shall presently show.
There were many conflicting rumors as to the disposition made of them. I was absent
from the Territory, and could state nothing positive in regard to their status after the
(;Ouncil.
In regard to their status prior to the council at Denver, the foregoing public documents
which I ha\"e cited show how utterly devoid of truth or foundation is the assertion that
these Indians " had been friendly to the whites, and had not been guilty of any acts of
hostili.ty or depredations.'' Ignorance of the facts contained in the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1864: is inexcusable on the part of the committee, for I
particularly referred them to it.
I am obliged to the committee, however, for stating wherein I prevaricated, for I am
thus enabled to repel their gross attack on my character as a witness, by showing that they
were mistaken and I was correct in my testimony.
The next paragraph of the report is as_follows:
'' A. northern band of the Cheyennes, known as the ' Dog Soldiers,' had been guilty of
acts of hostility; but all the testimony goes to prove that they had no connexion with
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Black Kettle's band, and acted in spite of his authority and influence. Black :Ketf.]e· and
his band denied all connexion with, or responsibility for, the Dog Soldiers, and Left-Hand
and his band were equally friendly."
The committee and the public will be surprised to Jearn the fact that these Dog Soldiere,
on which the committee throw the slight blame of acts of hostility, were really among
Black Kettle and White Antelope's own warriors, in the "friendly" camp to which Major
.Wynkoop made his expedition, and their head man, Bull Bear, was one of the prominent
men of the deputation brought in to see me at Denver. By reference to the accompanying Teport of the council with the chiefs, to which I referred the committee, it will be
.observed that Black Kettle and all present based their propositions to make peace upon the
assent of their bands, and that these Dog Soldiers were especially referred to.
The report continues:
"These Indians, at the suggestion of Governor Evans and Colonel Chivington, r epaired
to Fort Lyon and placed themselves under the protection of Major Wynkoop," &c.
· The connexion of my name in this is again wrong. As will be seen by the accompany·
ing report of the council, to which I referred in my testimony, I simply left them in the
hands of the military authorities, where I found them, and my action was approved by
the Indian bureau.
The following extracts from the accompanying report of the coancil will prove this,
conclusively. I stated to the Indians :
>:~
~;
>;)
"Another reason that I am not in a condition to make a treaty is, that tb0
war is begun, and the power to make a treaty of peace has passed from me to the great wa.r
chief.''
I also said: ".Again, whatever peace they may make must be with the soldiers, and not
with me"
And again, in reply to White Antelope's inquiry, "How can we be protected from the
soldiers on the plains?" I said : "You must make that arrangement with the military
chief.''
The morning after this council I addressed the following letter to the agent of these
Indians, which is published in the report of the Commissioner of India-n Affairs for 186<1: 1
page 220:
"COLORADO SUPERINTENDENCY INDIAN AFFAIRS,

"Denver, September 29, 1864:.
Sm: The chiefs brought in by Major Wynkoop have been heard. I have declined to
make any peace with them, lest it might embarrass the military operations against the
hostile Indians of the plains. The Arapaho and Cheyenne Indians being now at war with
the United States government, must make peace with the military authorities. Of course
this arrangement relieves the Indian bureau of their care until peace is declared with them ;
and as these tribes are yet scattered, and all except Friday's band are at war, it is not
probable that it will be done immediately. You will be particular to impress upon these
chiefs the fact that my talk with them was for the purpose of ascertaining their views, and
not to offer them anything whatever. They must deal with the military authorities untH
peace, in which case, alone, they will be in proper position to treat with the government.
in relation to the future.
''I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
" JOHN EVANS,
11

"Governor Colorado Territory and ex-officio Superintendent Indian .Affairs.
11

Major S. G. COLLEY,

'' United States Indian Agent, Upper ArkantJas.''
That this course accorded with the policy of the military authorities was confirmed by
a telegram from the department commander, sent from headquarters at Fort Leavenworth
to the district commander, on the day of the council, in which he said : "I fear agent of
the Interior Department will be ready to ma.ke presents too soon. It is better to chastise,
before giving anything but a little tobacco to talk over. No peace must be made without
my directions."
It will thus be seen that I had, with the approval of the Indian bureau, turned the
adjustment of difficulties with hostile Indians entirely over to the military authorities;
that I had instructed Agent Colley, at Fort Lyon, that this would relieve the bureau of
further care of the Arapahoes and Cheyennes, until peace was made, and having had no
notice of such peace, or instructions to change the arrangement, the status of these Indians
was in no respect within my j1nisdiction · or under my official inspection.
In the face of all these fac ~s-matters of public record-the committee attempt to make
·me responsible for the care of ·\·~1ese Indians at the time of the battle.
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rt may be proper for me to say, further, that it will appear in evidence that I had no
intimation of the direction in which the campaign against the hostile Indians was to move,
oT against what bands it was to be made, when I left the Territory last fall, and that I was
absent from Colorado when the Sand creek battle occurred.
The report continues :
"It is true that there seems to have been excited among the people inhabiting that
region of country a hostile feeling towards the Indians. Some had committed acts of
hostility towards the whites, but no effort seems to have been made by the authorities
there to prevent these hostilities, other than by the commission of even worse acts."
"The people inhabiting that region of country!'' A form of expressi6n of frequent
occurrence in the reports of exploring expeditions, when speaking of savages and unknown
tribes, but scarcely a respectful mode of mention of the people of Colorado.
"Some had committed acts of hostility towards the whites!"' Hear the facts: In the fall
of 1863 a general alliance of the Indians of the plains was effectad with the Sioux, and in
the language of Bull Bear, in the report of the council, appended, "Their plan is to clean
out all this country."
The war opened early in the spring of 1864. The people of the east, absorbed in the
greater interest of the rebellion, know but little of its history. Stock was stolen, ranches
destroyed, houses burned, ;reight trains plundered, and their contents carried away or
scattered upon the plains ; settlers in the frontier counties murdered, or forced to seek
safety for themselvPs and families in block-houses and interior towns; emigrants to our
Territory were surprised in their camps, children were slain, and wives taken prisoners ;
our trade and travel with the States were cut off; the n ecessaries of life were at starvation
prices ; the interests of the Territory were being damaged to the extent of millions ; every
species of atrocity and barbarity which characterizes savage warfare was committed. 'l'his
is no fancy sketch, but a plain statement of facts, of which the committee seem to have
had no proper realization. All this hif'tory of war and blood-all this history of rapine
and ruin-all this story of outrage and suffering on the part of our people-is summed up
· by the committee, and given to the public, in one mild sentence, '' Some had committed
acts of hostility against the whites.''
The committee not only ignore the general and terrible character of our Indian war,
and the great sufferings of our people, but make the grave charge that "no effort seems
to have been made by the authorities there to prevent all these hostilities."
Had the committee taken the trouble, as they certainly should have done before making
so grave a charge, to have read the public documents of the government, examined the
record and file3 of the Indian bureau of the War Department, and of this superintendency,
instead of adopting the language of some hostile and irresponsible witness, as they appear
to have done, they would have found that the most earnest and persistent efforts had
been madfl on my part to prevent hostilities. The records show that, early in the spring.
of 1863, United States Indian Agent Loree, of the Upper Platte agency, reported to me
in person that the Sioux under his agency, ani the Arapahoes and Cheyennes, were ne·gotiating an alliance for war on the whites. I immediately wrote an urgent appeltl for
authority to avert the danger, and sent Agent Loree as special messenger with the despatch
to Washington. In response, authority was given, and an earnest effort was made to collect the Indians in council. The following admission, in the appended report of the
council, explains the result :
"GovERNOR EvANS . ~ ~~ o Hearing last fall that they were dissatisfied, the Great
Father at Washington sent me out on the plains to talk with you and make it all right.
I sent messengers out to tell you that I had presents, and would make you a fe::.tst ; but
you sent word to me that you did not want to have anything to do with me, and to
the Great Father at Washington that you could get along without him. Bull Bear
wanted to come in to see me, at the head of the Republican, but his people held a council
and would not let him come.
"BLACK KETTLE. That is true.
"Gov.EaNOR EvANS . I was under the necessity, after all my trouble, and all the expense
I was at, of returning home without seeing them. Instead of this, your people went
away and smoB..ed the war pipe with our enemies.''
Notwithstanding these unsuccessful efforts, I still hoped to preserve peace.
The records of these offices also show that, in the autumn of 1863, I was reliably advised
from various sources that nearly all the Indians of the plains had formed an alliance for
the purpose of going to war in the spring, and I immediately commenced my efforts to
avert the imminent danger. From that time forward, by letter, by telegram, and personal representation to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the Secretary of War, the
commanders of the department and district; by travelling for weeks in the wilderness of
the plains ; by distribution of annuities and presents ; by sending notice to the Indians
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to leave the hostile alHance ; by every means within my power, I endeavored to preserve
peace and protect the interests of the people of the Territory. And in the face of all
this, which the records abundantly show, the committee say: "No effort seems to have
been made by the authorities there to prevent these hostilities, other than by the commission of even worse acts.''
They do not point out any of these acts: unless the continuation of the p~ragraph is intended to do so. It proceeds:
"Tbe hatred of the whites to the Indians would seem to have been inflamed and e-xcl.ted to the utmost. The bodies of persons killed at a distance-whether by Indians or
not is not certain-were brought to the capital of the Territory and exposed to the public
gaze, for the purpose of inflaming still more the already excited feeling of the people."
There is no mention in this of anything that was done by authority, but it is so full or
misrepresentation, in apology for Indians, and unjust reflection on a people who have a
right, from their birth, education, and ties of sympathy with the people they so recently
left behind them, to have at least a just consideration. The bodies referred to were those ol
the Hungate family, who were brutally murdered by the Indians, within twenty-five miles
of Denver. No one here ever doubted that the Indians did it, anci it was admitted by the
Indians in the council. This was early in the summer, and before the notice Rent in June
to the friendly Indians. Their mangled bodies were brought to Denver for decent burial.
Many of our people went to see them, as any people would have done. It did produce
r.xcitement and consternation, and where are the people who could have witnessed it without emotion? Would the committee have the people shut their eyes to such scenes at their
very doors?
Tbe next sentence, equally unjust and unfair, refers to my proclamation, issue<! two
months after this occurrence, and four months before the "attack'' they were investigating,
and having no connexion with it or with the troops engaged in it. It is as follows:
"The cupidity was appealed to, for the governor, in a proclamation, calls upon an,
either individually, or in such parties as they may organize, to kill and destroy, as enemiea
of the country, wherever they may be found, all such hostile Indians; authorizing them
to hold, to their own use and benefit, all the property of said hostile Indians they may
capture. What Indians he would ever term friendly it is impossible to tell."
I offer the following statement of the circumstances under which this proclamation w:as
issued, by the Hon. D. A. Chever. It i:;; as follows:
"ExECUTIVE DEPARTME.~T, CoLoRADO TERRITORY, August 21, 1865.
"I, David A. Chever, clerk in the office of the governor of the Territory of Colorado, do
solemnly swear that the people of said Territory, from the Purgatoire to the Cache ala
Poudre rivers, a distance of over two hundred miles, and for a like distance along the
Platte river, being the whole of our settlements on the plains, were thrown into the greatest alarm and consternation by numerous and almost simultaneous attacks and depTedations by hostile Indians early last summer; that they left their unreaped crops, and, collecting into communities, built block-houses and stockades fot· protection at central points
throughout the long line of settlements ; that those living in the vicinity of Denver City
fled to it, and that the people of said city were in great fear of sharing the fate of New
Ulm, Minnesota; that the threatened loss of crops, and the interruption of communication with the States by the combined hostilities, threatened the very existence of the
whole people ; that this feeling of danger was universal ; that a flood of petitions and
deputations poured into this office, from the people of all parts of tbe Territory, praying
for protection, and for arms and authority to protect themselves; that the defects of the
militia law and the want of means to provide for defence was proved by the failure of
this department, after the utmost endeavors, to secure an effective organi»>a.tion under it;
that reliable reports of the presence of a large body of hostile warriors at no great distance
east of this place were received, which reports were afterwards proved to be true, by the
statement of Elbridge Gerry, (page 232, Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs for
1864 ;) that repeated and urgent applications to the War Department, for protection and
the authority to raise troops for the purpose, had failed; that urgent applications to de-partment and district commanders had failed to bring any prospect of relief, and that in
the midst of this terrible consternation, and apparently defenceless condition, it bad been
announced to this office, from district headquarters, that all the Colorado troops in the
service of the United States had been peremptorily ordered away, and nearly all of them
had marched to the Arkansas river, to be in po8ition to repel the threatened invasion of
the rebels into Kansas and :Missouri ; that reliable reports of depredations and murders by
the Indians, from all parts of our extended lines of exposed settlements, became daily more
numerous, until the simultaneous attacks on trains along the overland stage line were reported by telegraph, on the 8th of August, described in the letter of George K. Otis, su~
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perintendent of overland stage line, published on page 25!1 of Report of Commissioner of
Indian Affairs for 1864:. Under these circumstances, on the lith of August, the governot
issued his proclamation to the people, calling upon them to defend their homes and fami~
lies from the savage foe; that it prevented anarchy; that several militia companies immediately organized under it, and aided in inspiring confidence ; that under its authority no
act of impropriety b.as been reported, and I do not believe that any occurred ; that it had
no reference to or c ~mnexion with the third regiment one-hundred-days men that was subsequently raised by authority of the War Department, under a different proclamation,
calling for volunteers, or with any of the troops engaged in the Sand creek affair, and that
the reference to it in such connexion, in the report of the Committee on the Conduct of
the War, is a perversion of the history and facts in the case.
" DAVID A. CHEVER.
"TERRITORY OF CoLORADO,

Arapaho County, City of Denver, ss:

"Subscribed and sworn to before me this 21st day of August, A. D. 1865.
"ELI M. ASHLEY, Notary Public."
I had appealed uy telegraph, June 14:, to the War Department, for authority to call the
militia into the United States service or to raise one-hundred-day troops ; also had written
to our delegate in Congress to see why I got no response, and had received his reply to the
eft"~ct that he could learn nothing about it; had received a notice from the department
commander, declining to take the responsibility of asking the militia for United States service, throwing the people entirely on the necessity of taking care of themselves.
It was under these circumstances of trial, suffering and danger on the part of the people, and of fruitless appeal upon my part to the general government for aid, that I issued
my proclamation of the 11th August, 1864:, of which the committee complain.
Without meaus to mount or pay militia, and failing to get government authority to
raise forces, and under the withdrawal of the few troops in the Territory, could any other
course be pursued ~
The people were asked to fight on their own account-at their own expense-and in lieu
of the protection the government failed to render. 'l'bey were authorized to kill only the
Indians that were murdering and robbing them in hostility, and to keep the property captured from them. How the committee would have them fight these savages, and what
other disposition they would make of the property captured, the public will be curious to
know. Would they fight without killing? Would they have the captured property turned
over to the government, as if captured by United States troops? Would they forbid such
captures? Would they restore it to the hostile tribes?
The absurdity of the committee's saying that this was an "appeal to the cupidity," is
too palpable to require much comment. Would men leave high wages, mount and equip
themselves at enormous expense, as some patriotically did, for the poor chance of capturing
property, as a mere speculation, from the prowling bands of Indians that infested the
settlements and were murdering their families? The thing is preposterous.
For this proclamation I have no apology. It had its origin and has its justification in the
imperative necessities of the case. .A merciless foe surrounded us. Without means to
mount or pay militia, unable to secure government authority to raise forces, and our own
troops ordered away, again I ask, could any other course be pursued?
Captain Tyler's and other companies organized under it, at enormous expense, left their
lucrative business, high wages and profitable employment, and served without other pay
than the consciousness of having done noble and patriotic service ; and no act of impropriety has ever been laid to the charge of any party acting under this proclamation. They
had all been disbanded months before the " attack" was made that the committee were
in vesti5ating.
The third regiment was organized under authority from the War Department, subsequently received by telegraph, and under a subsequent proclamation issued on the 13th of
.August, and were regularly mustered into the service of the United States about three
months before the battle the committee were investigating occurred.
Before leaving this subject, I de:;ire to call attention to the following significant fact ;
the part of my proclamation from which the committee quote reads as follows :
"Nuw, therefore, I, John Evans, governor of Colorado Territory, do issue this, my proclamation, authorizing all citizens of Colorado, either individually or in such parties as they
may organize, to go in pursuit cf all hostile Indians on the plains, scrupulously avoiding those
who have respondtd to my call to rendezvous at the points indicated. Also to kill and destroy, as
en~mies of the country, wherever they may be found, all such hostile Indians.''
The language which I have italicised in the foregoing quotation shows that !forbade, in
this proclamation, the disturbance of the friendly Indians and only authorized killing the
hostile.
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The committee, in their censorious mention of the proclamation, omit this sentence
which I have italicised, although they quote the language immediately in connexion with
it, and add the exclamation, " What Indians he would ever term friendly it is impossible to
tell." Had they not suppressed this sentence their exclamation would have been awkward. Had they not suppressed it, its appearance in its proper connexion would have
answered one of their most serious charges against me,
Why is this? Does it not look like a persistent determination on their part to place me
before the public in an improper and unjust position? If such a thing is possible, from so
high a source, where is there any safety for the character of public men?
Before closing this reply, it is perhaps just that I should say that when I testified before
the committee the chairman and all its members, except three, were absent, and I think,
when the truth becomes known, this report will trace its parentage to a single memb er of
the committee.
I have thus noticed such portions of the report as refer to myself, and shown conclusively that the committee, in every mention they have made of me, have been, to say the
least, mistaken.
First. The committee, for the evident purpose of maintaining their position that these
Indians had not been engaged in the war, say the prisoners they held were purchased. The
testimony is to the effect that they captured them.
Second. The committee say that these Indians were and always had been friendly, and
had committed no acts of hostility or depredations. The public documents to which Irefer show conclusively that they had been hostile, and had committed many acts of hostility and depredations.
Third. They say that I joined in sending these Indians to Fort Lyon. The published report of the Commissioner of Indian .Aff,'lirs, and of the Indian council, show that I left
them entirely in the bands of the military authorities.
Fourth. They say nothing seems to have been done by the authorities to prevent hostilities. The public documents and files of the Indian bureau, and of my superintendency,
show constant and unremitting diligence and effort on my part to prevent hostilities and
protect the people.
Fifth. They say that I prevaricated for the purpose of avoiding the admission that these
Indians " were and had been actuated by the most friendly feelings towards the whites."
Public documents cited show conciusively that the admission they desired me to make was
false, and that my statement, instead of being a prevarication, was true, although not in
accordance with the preconceived and mistaken opinions of the committee.
Those who read this will be curious for some explanation of this t>landerous report. To
me it is plain. I am governor of Colorado, and, as is usual with men in public position,
have enemies. Many of these gentlemen were in the city of Washington last winter, endeavoring to effect my removal, and were not particular as to the character of the means
they employed, so that the desired result was accomplished. For this purpo:>e, they conspired to connect my name with the Sand creek battle, although they knew that I was in
no way connected with it. A friend in that city, writing to me in regard to this attempt,
and mentioning the names of certain of these gentlemen, said: "They are much in communication with---, a member of the committee charged with the investigation of the
Chivington affair." These gentlemen, by their false and unscrupulous representations,'
have misled the committee.
I do not charge the committee with any intentional wrong. My charge against the committee is that they have been culpably negligent and culpably hasty: culpably negligent
in not examining the public documents to which I called their attention, and which would
have exonerated me, and saved them from many serious, unjust and mistaken representations; culpably hasty in concluding that I had prevaricated, because my statement did
not agree with the falsehoods they bad embraced.
.
If my statement did not agree with what they supposed to be the truth, my position was
£uch as to demand that they should at least go to the trouble of investigating the public
documents to which I called their attention before publishing a report containing charges
of so grave a character.
That the Committee on the Conduct of the War should have published a r eport containing so many errors is to be regretted. It is composed of honorable gentlemen--members
of the Congress of the United States-to whom have been intrusted duties of the gravest
character, and from whom is expected, first, thorough investigation, and then careful statement, so that their reports may be relied upon as truth, so far as truth is ascertainable by
human means.
'l'bis report, so full of mistakes which ordinary investigation would have avoided ; s.o
full of slande r, which ordinary care of the character of men would have prevented, is to
be regretted, for the reason that it throws doubt upon the reliability of all reports which
.h ave emanated from the same source, during the last four years of war.
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· I am confident that the public will see, from the facts herein set forth, the great injustice done me; and I am further confident that the committee, when they know these and
()ther facts I shall lay before them, will also see this injustice, and, as far as possible, repair

it.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN EVANS,
Governor of the Territory of Oolorado and ex·o.fficio Sup't Ind. Affairs.

Report of council with Cheyenne ana Arapaho chi~fs ana warriors, brought to Denver by ~faJor Wynkoop; taken down by United States Indian Agent Simeon Whiteley as it progressed.
CAMP WELD, DENVER, Wednesday, September 28, 1864.
Present: Governor John Evans; Colonel Chivington, commanding district of Colorado;
Colonel George L. Shoup, third Colorado volunteer cavalry; Major E. Wynkoop, Colorado
first; S. Whiteley, United States Indian agent; Black Kettle, leading Cheyenne chief;
White Antelope, chief central Cheyenne band; Bull Bear, leader of Dog Soldiers, (Cheyenne;)
Neva, sub-Arapaho chief, (who was in Washington;) Bosse, sub-Arapaho chief; Heap of
Buffalo, Arapaho chief; Na-ta-nee, Arapaho chief; (the Arapahoes are all relatives of LeftEland, chief of the Arapahoes, and are sent by him in his stead ;) John Smith, interpreter
to the Upper Arkansas agency; and many other citizens and officers.
His Excellency Governor Evans asked the Indians what they had to say.
Black Kettle then said: On sight of your circular of June 27, 1864, I took hold of the
matter, and have now come to talk to you about it. I told Mr. Bent, who brought it,
that I accepted it, but it would take some time to get aU my people together-many of my
young men b eing absent--and I have done everything in my power, since then, to keep
peace with the whites. As soon as I could get my people together we held a council, and
got a baH-breed, who was with them, to write a letter to inform Major Wynkoop, or other
military officer nearest to them, of their intention to comply with the terms of the circular.
Major Wynkoop was kind enough to receive the letter, and visited them in camp, to whom
they delivered four white prisoners-one other (Mrs . Snyder) having killed herself; that
there are two women and one ehild yet in their camp, whom they will deliver up as soon
as they can get them in-Laura Roper, sixteen or seventeen years; Ambrose Asher, seven
()r eight ye ars .; Dam.iel Marble, seven or eight years; Isabel Ubanks, four or five years.
The prisoners still with them [are1 Mrs. C'banks and babe, and a Mrs. Morton, who was
taken on the Plattct. Mrs. Snyder is the n ame of the woman who bung herself. The boys
were taken between Fort Kearney and th€ Blue. I followed Major Wynkoop to Fort Lyon,
and Major Wynkoop proposed that we come up to see you. We have come with our eyes
shut, following his h3.ndful of men, like coming through the fire. .All we ask is that we
may h ave peace with the whites. We want to hold you by the hand. You are our fdther.
We have been travelling through a cloud. The sky has been dark ever since the war began.
These braves who are with me are all willing to do what I say. We want to take good
tidh~gs home to our people, that they may sloop in peace.
I want you to give all these
chiefs of the soldiers here to understand that we are for peace, and that we have made
peace, that we may not be mistaken by them for enemies. I have not come here with a
little wolf bark, but have come to talk plain with you. We must live near the bu:ff<~.lo or
starve. When we came here we came free, without any apprehension, to see you, and
when I go home 3-nd tell my people that I have taken your hand, and the hands of all the
chiefs here in Denver, they will feel well, and so will all the different tribes of Indians on
the plains, after we have eaten and drank with thetn.
Governor Evans replied: I am sorry you did not respond to my appeal at once. You
have gone into an alliance with the Sioux, who were at war with us. You have done a
great deal of damage-have stolen stock, and now have possession of it. However much
a few individuals may have tried to keep the peace, as a nation you have gone to war.
While we have been spending thousands of dollars in opening farms for you, and making
preparations to feed, protect, and make you comfortable, you have joined our enemies and
gone to war. Hearing, last fall, that they were dissatisfied, the Great Father at Washington sent me out on the plains to talk with you and make it all right. I sent messengers
out to tell you that I had presents, and would make you a feast, but you sent .word to me
that you did not want to have anything to do with me, and to tLe Great Father a t Washi ngton that you could get along without him. Bull Bear wanted to come in to see me at
the head of the Republican , but his people held a council and would not let him come.
· .BLA.CK KETILE. That is true.
"
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GovERNOR EVANS. I was under the necessity, afteT all my trouble and all the expense I
was at, of returning home without seeing them. Instead of this, your people went away
and smoked the war-pipe with our enemies.
BLACK KETrLE. I don't know who could have told you this.
GovERNOR EvANS. No matter who said this, but your conduct has proved to my satisfaction that was the case.
SEVERAL INDIANS. This is a mistake ; we have made no alliance with the Sioux or any
one else.
Governor Evans explained that smoking the war-pipe was a figurative term, but thei:v
conduct had been such as to show they had an understanding wiih other tribes.
SEVERAL INDIANS. We acknowledge that our actions have given you reason to believe
this.
GovERNOR EvANS. So far as making a treaty now is concerned, we are in no condition to
do it. Your young men are on ihe war-path. My soldiers are preparing for the :fight.
You, so far, have had the advantage; but the time is ncar at hand when the plains wm
s-w arm with United States soldiers. I understand that these men who have come to see
me now have been opposed to the war all the time, but that their people have cont:roUed
them and they could not hdp themselves. Is this so?
ALL THE INmANS. It has been so.
GovERNOR EvANS. The fact that they have not been able to prevent their people from
going to war in the past spring, when there was plenty of grass and game, makes m e believe that they will not be able to make a peace which will last longer than until winter
is past.
WHITE ANTELOPE. I will answeT that after a time.
GoVERNOR EVANS. The time when you can make war best is in the summer-time; when I
can make war best is in the winter. You, so far, have had the advantage; my time is jm st
coming. I have learned that you understand that as the whites are at war among themselves, you think you can now drive the whites from this cuunby; but this reliance is falseThe Great Father at Washington has men enough to drive all the Indians off the plains,
and whip the rebels at the Eame time. Now the war with the whites is nearly ibroughp
and the Great Father will not know what to do with all his 8oldiers, except to send them
after the Indians on the :plains. My proposition to the friendly Indians has gon e out ~
shall be glad to have them all come in under it. I have no new propositions to make.
Another reason that I am not in a condition to make a treaty is that war is begun, and
the power to make a treaty of peace has passed fmm me to the great war chief. My advice to you is to turn on the side of the government, and show by your acts that friendly
disposition you profess to me. It is utterly out of the question :for yon to be at peace wit&
\lS while living with our enemies, and being on friendly tenns with them..
INQUIRY MADE BY ONE INDIAN. What was meant by being on the side of the government?
Explanation being made, all gave aEsent, saying : "All right."
GovERNOR EvANS. The only way you can show this friendship is by maki:ng some anangement with the soldiers to help them.
BLACK KETTLE. We will return with Major Wynkoop to Fort Lyon; we will then proceed
to our village and take back word to my young men every word you Eay. I cannot answer
for all of them, but think there will be but little difficulty in getting them to assent t()
help the soldiers.
MAJOR WYNKOOP. Did not the Dog Soldiers agree, when I had my-coundl with you, tQ.>
do whatever you said, after you had been here?
:BLACK KETILE. Yes.
Governor Evans explained that if the Indians did not keep with the United States soldiers, or have an arrangement with them, they would be all treated as enemies. You understand, if you are at peace with us it is necessary to keep away from our enemies. But
I hand you over to the military, one of the chiefs of which is hel'e to-day, and can speak
for himself to them, if he chooses.
WHITE ANTELOPB. I understand every word you have said, and will hold on to it. I will
give you an answer directly. The Cheyennes, all of them, have their eyes open this way,
and they will hear what you say. He is proud to have setJn the chief of all the whites in
this country. He will tell his people. Ever since he went to Washington and received
this medal, I have called all white men as my brothers. But other Indians have since
been to Washington and got medals, and now the soldiers do not shake hands, but see-k tQ.>
kill me. What do you mean by us fighting your enemies? Who are they?
GovERNOR EvANS. All Indians who are fighting us .
. WHITE ANTELOPE. How can we be protected from the soldiers on the plains?
GoVERNOR EvANS. You must make that arrangement with the military chief.
WHITE ANTELOPE. I fear that these new soldiers who have gone: out may kill some of my
people while I am here.

APPENDIX.

89

GoVERNOR EVANS. There is great danger of it.
WHITE ANTELOPE. When we sent our letter to Major Wynkoop, it was like going through
a strong fire or blast for Major Wynkoop's men to come to our camp; it was the same fur
ns to come to see you. We have our doubts whether the Indians south of the Arkansas,
or those north of the Platte, will do as you say. A large number of Sioux have crossed
the Platte, in the vicinity of the Junction, into their country. When Major Wynkoop
c-ame, we proposed to make peace. He said he had no power to make a peace, except to
bring them here and return them safe.
GovERNOR EvANS. Again, whatever peace they make must be with the soldiers, and not
with me. Are the Apaches at war with the whites?
WHITE AN'l'ELOPE. Yes, anrl the Comanches and Kiowas as well ; also a tribe of Indians
from Texas, whose names we do not know. There are thirteen different bands of Sioux
who have crossed the Platte, and are in alliance with the others named.
GovERNOR EvANS. How many warriors with the ApacheB, Kiowas, and Comanches?
WHITE ANTELOPE. A good many ; don't know.
GovERNOR EvANS. How many of the Sioux?
WHITE ANTELOPE. Don't know; but many more than~of the southern tribes.
GovERNOR EvANS. Who committed the depredation on the trains near the Junction about
the first of August ?
WHITE ANTELOPE. Do not know; did not know~any was committed; have taken you by
the band and will tell the truth, keeping back nothing.
GovERNOR EvANS. Who committed the murder of the Hungate family on Running creek?
NEVA. The Arapahoes; a party of the northern band, who were passing north. It was
Medicine Man, or Roman Nose, and three others. I am satisfied from the time he left a
certain camp for the north, that it was this party of four persons.
AGENT WHITELEY. That cannot be true.
GovERNOR EvANS. Where is Roman Nose?
NEVA. You ought to know better than me; you have been nearer to him.
GovERNOR EvANS. Who killed the man and boy at the head of Cherry creek?
NEVA. (After consultation.) Kiowas and Comanches.
GovERNOR EvANS. Who stole soldiers' horses and mules from Jimmy's camp twenty~
seven days ago?
NEVA. Fomteen Cheyennes and Arapahoes together.
GovERNOR EvANS. What were their names?
NEVA. Powder Face and Whirlwind, who are now in our camp, were the leaders.
CoLONEL SHOUP. I counted twenty Indians on that occasion.
GovERNOR EvANS. Who stole Charley Autobee's horses?
NEvA. Raven's son.
GovERNOR EvANS. Who took the stock from Fremont's orchard and had the first fight
with the soldiers this spring north of there 7
WHITE ANTELOPE. Before answering this question I would like for you to know that this
was the beginning of war, and I should like to know what it was for. A soldier fired first.
GovERNOR EvANS. The Indians had stolen about forty horses; the soldiers went to recover
them, and the Indians fired a volley into their ranks.
WmTE ANTELOPE. This is all a mistake ; they were coming down the Bijou, and fo1md
one horse and one mule. They returned one horse before they got to Geary's to a man,
then went to Geary's expecting to turn the other one over to some one. They then beard
that the soldiers and Indians were fighting somewhere down the Platte ; then they took
fright and all fled.
GovERNOR EVANS. Who were the Indians who had the fight 1
WHITE ANTELOPE. They were beaded by the Fool Badger's son, a young man, one of the
greatest of the Cheyenne warr~rs, who was wounded, and though still alive he will never
recover.
NEVA. I want to say something; it makes me feel bad to be talking about these things
and opening old sores.
GovERNOR EvANs. Let him speak.
NEVA. Mr. Smith has known me ever since I was a child. Has he ever known me com~
mit depredation& on the whites? I went to Washington last year; received good counsel;
I holrl on to it. I determined to always keep peace with the whites. Now, when I shake
hands with them, they seem to puB away. I came here to seek peace, and nothing e1s6.
GovERNOR EvANS. We feel that they have, by their stealing and murdering, done us
great damage. They come here and say they will tell me all, and that is what I am trying
to get.
NEVA. The Comanches, Kiowas, and Sioux have done much more injury than we have.
We will tell what we know, but cannot speak for others.
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GovERNOR EVANS. I suppose you acknowledge the depredations on the Little Blue, as you
have the prisoners then taken in your possession.
WHITE ANTELOPE. We (the Cheyennes) took two prisoners west of Fort Kearney, and destroyed the trains.
GovERNOR EvANS. Who committed depredations at Cottonwood?
WHITE ANTELOPE. The Sioux; what band, we do not know.
GovERNOR EvANS. What are the Sioux going to do next?
BuLL BEAR. Their plan is to clean out all this country; they are angry, and will do all
the damage to the whites they can. I am with you and the troops, t:> fight all those who
have no ears to listen to what you say. . Who are they! Show them to me. I am not
yet old; I am young. I have never hurt a white man. I am pushing for something good.
I am always going to be friends with the whites; they"can do me good.
GovERNOR EVANS. Where are the Sioux ?
BuLL BEAR. Down on the Republican, where it opens out.
GoVERNOR EvANS. Do you know that they intend to attack the trains this week?
BuLL BEAR. Yes; about one-half of all the Missouri River Sioux and Yanktons, who
were driven from Minnesota, are those who have crossed the Platte. I am young and can
fight. I have given my word to fight with the whites. My brother (Lean Bear) died in
trying to keep peace with the whites. I am willing to die iu the same way, and expect
to do so.
NEvA. I know the value of the presents which we receive from Washington; we cannot
live without them. That is why I try so hard to keep peace with the whites.
GovERNOR EVANS. I cannot say anything about those things now.
NEVA. I can speak for all the Arapahoes under Left-Hand. Raven has sent no one here
to speak for him. Raven has fought the whites.
GovERNOR EvANS. Are there any white men among your people?
NEVA. There are none except Keith, who is now in the store at Fort Larned.
CoLONEL CHIVINGTON. I am not a big war chief, but all the soldiers in this country are at
my command. My rule of fighting white men or Indians is to fight them until they lay
down their arms and submit to military authority. They are nearer Major Wynkoop than
any one else, and they can go to him when they get ready to do that.
The council then adjourned.

I certify that this report is correct and complete ; that I took down the talk of the Indians in the exact words of the interpreter, and of the other parties as given to him, without change of phraseology or correction of any kind whatever.
SIMEON WHITELEY.

Statement of Mrs. Ewbanks, giving an account of her captivity among the Indians. She was taken
by the Cheyennes, and was one of the prisoners proposed to be given up by Black KettleJ White Antelope and others, in the council at Denver.
JuLESBURG, CoLORADO TERRITORY, June 22, 1865.
Mrs. Lucinda Ewbanks states that she was born in Pennsylvania; is 24: years of age;
she resided on the Little Blue, at or near the Narrows. She says that on the 8th day of
August, 1864:, the house was attacked, robbed, burned, and herself and two children, with
her nephew and Miss Roper, were captured by the Cheyenne Indians. Her eldest child,
at the time, was three years old ; her youngest was one year old ; her nephew was six
years old. When taken from her home was, by the Indians, taken south across the Republican, and west to a creek the name of which she does not remember. Here, for a
short time, was their village or camping place. They were travelling all winter. When
first taken by the Cheyennes she was taken to the lodge of an old chief whose name she
does [not] recollect. He forced me, by the most terrible threats and menaces, to yield my
person to him. He treated me as his wife. He then traded me to Two Face, a Sioux,
who did not treat me as a wife, but forced me to do all menial labor done by squaws, and
he beat me terribly. Two Face traded me to Black Foot, (Sioux,) who treated me as his
wife, and because I resisted him his squaws abused and ill-used me. Black Foot also beat
me unmercifully, and the Indians generally treated me as though I was a dog, on account
of my showing so much detestation towards Black Foot. Two Face traded for me again.
I then received a little better treatment. I was better treated among the Sioux than the
Cheyennes-that is, the Sioux gave me more to eat. When with thg Cheyennes I was
often hungry. Her purchase from the Cheyennes was made early last fall, and she remained with them until May, 1865. During the winter the Cheyennes came to buy me
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and the child, for the purpose of burning us, btit Two Face would not let them have me.
During the winter we were on the North Platte the Indians were killing the whites all the
time and running off their stock. They would bring in the scalps of the whites and show
them to me and laugh about it. They ordered me frequently to wean my baby, but I always refused ; for I felt convinced if he was weaned they would take him from me, and I
should never see him ag&in. They took my daughter from me just after we were captured,
and I never saw her after. I have seen the 'man to-day who had her; his name is Davenport. H e lives in Denver. He received her from a Dr. Smith. She was given up by the
Cheyennes to Major Wynkoop, but from injuries received while with the Indians, she died
last February. My nephew also was given .up to Major Wynkoop, but he, too, died at
Denver. The doctor said it was caused by bad treatm ent from the Indians. While encamped on the North Platte, Elston came to the village, and I went with him and Two
Face to Fort Laramie. I have heard it stated that a story had been told by me to the
effect that Two Face's son had saved my life. I never made any such statement, as I have
no knowledge of any such thing, and I think if my life had been in danger he would not
have troubled himself about it.
LUCINDA EWB.A.NKS.
Witness:
J. H. TRIGGS, 1st Lieut. Comd'g Go. D, 7th Iowa Cavalry.
E. B. ZABRISKIE, Capt. lst Oav. Nev. Vol . , Judge Advocate Dis't of the Plains.
SJmATOR: Since you were here I have had another talk with Major Anthony, who was
in command of Fort Lyon at the time Colonel Chivington arrived there, having relieved
Major Wynkoop. He says, among a great many other things :
" As I t old you before, but two days before Colonel Chivington came down, they [Cheyennes] sent word to me, after I had fired on them, that if that little G-d d-d red-eyed
[ Major Anthony's eyes and eyelids are red from having had the scurvy] chief wanted a
fight out of them, if he would go up to their camp they would give him all he wanted."
And Major Anthony says to me: "I told Colonel Chivington I was glad he had come ;
that I would have gone before and cleaned out the sons of guns if I had had force enough;
but there were some of them I should have saved if possible."
Again, he says : "This whole row has been caused by jealous officers and civilians who
conspired to get 'Old Chiv.' out of the way."
I have no note or Gomment to make on this, only that it is a repetition of what the
major said to me on the cars last spring, between Atchison and Leavenworth, and accords
with wha t officers in Denver say he told them before the battle .
Trul y yours,
SIMEON WHITELEY.
Hon. J. R. DooLITTLE, U.S. Senate.
EXTRACTS FROM THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, DECEMBER, 1864.
Despatch from Colonel Chivington.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT

OF

COLORADO,

D enver, December 7, 1864.

EDITORS NEws: The following despatch has been received at this offiee and forwarded to
department headquarters:
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLORADO, IN THE FIELD,
Cheyenne Country, South Bend, Big Sandy, November 29.
GENERAL : In the last ten days my command has marched three hundred miles-one hundred of which the snow was two feet deep. After a march of forty miles last night, I, at daylight this morning, attacked a Cheyenne village of one hundred anc thirty lodges, from nine
hundred to one thousand warriors strong. We killed chiefs Black Kettle, White .Antelope,
and Little Robe, !tnd between four and five hundred other Indians ; captured between four
and five hundred ponies and mules. Our loss is nine killed and thirty-eight wounded.
All did nobly. I think I will catch some more of them about eighty miles on Smoky
Hill. We found a white man's scalp, not more than three days old, in a lodge.
J. M. CHIVING TON,
Colonel, Commanding District of Colorado and First indian Expedition.

Major General S. R. CuRTIS, Fort Leavenworth.
I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHARLES WHEELER,
A. A. A . General.
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Letter from Colonel Shoup-About ~the big fight.

[The following private letter from Colonel Shoup was politely handed us for publication.
SOUTH BEND OF BIG SANDY' BATTLE GROUND,
Cheyenne Country, Dectmber 3, 1864:..
DEAR Sm : I have the pleasure of informing you that we engaged the Indians on yes·
terday, on the Big Sandy, about forty (40) miles north of Fort Lyon. The engagement
commenced at sunrise, and lasted to about 2! o'clock p. m., completely routing the
Indiaos.
Our loss is eight (8) killed, one missing, and about forty wounded. The Indian loss is
variously estimated at from 300 to 500-I think about 300-between 500 and 600 Indian
saddles, and over 100 lodges, with all their camp equipage. Black Kettle, White Antelope, One Eye, and other chieftl, are among the killed. I think this the severest chastisement ever given to Indians in battle on the American continent.
Our men fought with great enthusiasm and bravery, but with some disorder. There are
plenty more Indians within a few days' march. I fear, however, they will lose their
assumed bravery when they hear of the defeat of their alliel'! in arms. The story that
Indians are our equals in warfare is nailed. This story may do to tell to down-casters,
but not to Colorado soldiers. About one hundred and seventy-five men of the first Colorado, a small detachment of the first New Mexico, and about six hundred and fifty of my
1·egiment were in the engagement. I might, if time would permit, give you many inte:restin~ incidents that came under my notice during the battle, but I will have to clos.e.
Your son, the lieutenant, behaved well in the fight, and came out without a wound.
Your friend,
GEO. L. SHOUP.
Captain SoPRrs.

Letter from MaJor Anthony-About the Indian fight.

[The following from the major to his brother, in this city, we are permitted to publish:]
SAND CREEK, 25 MILES ABOVE FORT LYON,
December l, 1864.
DEAR WEBB: I am here with the command. We have just had, day before yesterday,
an Indian fight. We have nearly annihilated Black Kettle's band of Cheyennes and LeftHand's Arapahoes.
o
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o
o
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o
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·o
I did my share, and I thmk my command did as well as any in the whole brigade,
notwithstanding I lost one man killed and two slightly wounded ; I was one of the first
in the fight and among the last to leave, and my loss is less than any other battali.on.
We have forty-seven persons killed and wounded.
o
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I will give particulars when I see you. We start for another band of red-skins, and
shaH fight differently next time. I never saw more bravery displayed by any set of people
on the face of the earth than by those Indians. They would charge on a whole company
singly, determined to kill some one before being killed themselves. We, of course, took
no prisoners, except John Smith's son, and he was taken suddenly ill in the night, and
died before morning.
Lieutenant Baldwin, of my command, lost his horse. I had one horse shot under me,
but came off with a whole "hide." I did not sleep for three days and two nights until
last evening.
S. J. ANTHONY.

Additional about the Indian fight.

HEA.DQUA.RTERS DISTRICT o:r CoLORADO,

IN

THE FIELD,

On. Big Bend of Sandy Greek, Colorado 'l'erritory, November 29, 1864.

SIR : I have not the time to give you a detailed history of our engagement of to-day,
or to mention those officers and men who distinguished themselves in one of the most
bloody Indian battles ever fought on these plains. You will find enclosed the report
of my surgeon in charge, which will bring to many anxious friends the sad fate of loved
ones, who are and have been risking everything to avenge the horrid deeds of those
savages we have so severely handled. We made a forced march of forty miles and sur-
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ptised, at break of day, one of the most powerful villages of the Cheyenne nation, and
captured over five hundred animals; killing the celebrated chiefs One Eye, White Antelope, Knock-Knee, Black Kettle, and Little Robe, with about five hundred of their people, destroying all their lodges and equipJ.ge, making almost an annihilation of the entire
tribe.
I shall leave here, as soon as I can see our wounded safely on the way to the hospital at
Fort Lyon, for the villages of the Sioux, which are reported about eighty miles from
here on the Smoky Hill, and three thousand strong-so look out for more fighting. I
will state for the consideration of gentlemen who are opposed to fighting these red scoundrels, that I was shown by my chief surgeon the scalp of a whit~ man, taken from the
lodge of one of the chiefs, which could not have been more than two or three days taken ;
and I could mention many more things to show how these Indians, who have been drawin.g government rations at Fort Lyon, are and have been acting.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. M. CHIVINGTON,
Colonel, Commanding Colorado Expedition against indians on Plains.
CHARLES WHEELER,

A. A. A. General, Hearlquarters District of Colorado, Denver.

Colonel Bent sworn:
Having been living near the mouth of the Purgatoire on the Arkansas river in dt!orado
Territory for the last thirty-six years, and during all that time have resided near or at what
is known as Bent's Old Fort, I have had considerable experience in Indian aff,drs from
my long resid ence in the country. Since I have been there nearly every instance of difficulties between the Indians and the whites arose from aggressions on the Indians by the
whites. Some of these aggressions are of recent date. About three years ago the Arapahoes
were encamped near Fort Lyon ; a soldier had obtained some whh•key and went to the Arapaho village after dark ; he met an Indian or two outside and told them he wanted a squaw
for the whiskey; that is, he wanted a squaw to sleep with for the whiskey. The Indian told
him that if be would give him the whiskey be would get him a squaw; be gave him the
whiskey, and the Indian started off and went into a lodge of his friends, and commenced
drinking the whiskey with them, without bringing the squaw. The soldier started on a
search for the Indian and whiskey, and found them in a lodge. The Indian refused toreturn the whisl<ey, when the soldier pull~d out his revolver, fired and broke the Indian's
arm ; the soldier then made his escape and could never be identified by his officers or by
the Indians. The matter created great confusion among the Indians, but was finally settled without a fight. I understood from some officers under Colonel Chivington that the
hostilities between the Cheyennes and the whites were commenced by Colonel Chivington's
orders, who sent an officer down the Platte to see some Indians who, it was said, had stolen
some stock, with orders to disarm all the Indians be met. The officer procee::led until
be met some Indians coming in with some animals they had found, belonging to the
whites; he rode up to the Indians in what they thought to be a friendly manner, and, I
think, shook hands witk the Indians, and after doing that, he and his men made a grab
for the Indians' arms. The Indians tried to run; the soldiers fired at them, wounding
two; one fell from his horse, but the Indians rallied and got him oif before the whites
could get bold of them. This was 1:1 party of Cheyennes, I think seven in number. This
was the first actual conflict between this tribe and the whites. Very soon after Lieutenant
Ayres was sent down to pursue the Cheyennes; to continue down the Republican and
Smoky Hill fork to Fort Larned. He met a party of Cheyennes on Smoky Hill, who were
going out on a hunt; they bad just left Fort Larned. One of the chiefs who had been on
to Washington the spring previous was with the party. He went up to the soldiers, shook
hands with them, showed the lieutenant the medal he got from the President, stating that
his Great Father, when giving him the medal, told him to be alwa:rs friendly to the whites.
Thischief, Lean Bear, was then shot by one of the soldiers; a fight then commenced; there
were two other Indians killed, three soldiers killed and ten or twelve wounded. The
troops then commenced retreating, and a running fight was kept up for ten or fifteen miles;
the Indians finally left them, the soldiers going to Fort Larned. Lieutenant Ayres left his
troops at Fort Larned and started for Fort Lyon. I met him on my way to the States, near
Fort Lyon. He told me he bad had a fight with the Cheyennes, and some Sioux connected
with them, on the Smoky HiH, killing some seventeen of them.. I continued on my journey
the next morning and met an express from the Indian village, where the fight was, stating
they had had a fight on the Smoky Hill, but did not know what it was about or for, and
that they would like to see me and converse with me on the subject. I sent the express
back, .stating I would meet the chief on Coon creek. Seven days after this I met the chief
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on Coon creek ; he stated to me that he did not know the cause of the attack ; that it was
not his intention or wish to fight the whites; that he wanted to be friendly and peaceable
and keep his tribe so. He felt he was not able to fight the whites, and wanted to live in
peace. I then asked him if he would prevent his young men from committing any dep·
redations for twenty days, by which time I thought I should be able to go to Leavenworth,
see Q-eneral Curtis, then in command of the department, and return. .After leaving the
chief I altered my mind, and concluded I could do better by seeing the authoriti es in Colorado at Fort Lyon. I returned next morning towards Fort Lyon. On my arrival there I
met Colonel Chivington, related to him the conversation that had taken place between
me and the Indians, and that the chiefs desired to be friendly. In reply he said he was not
authorized to make peace, and that he was then on the war path-1 think were the words
he used. I then stated to him that there was great risk to run in keeping up war ; that
there were a great many government trains travelling to New Mexico and other points,
also a great many citizens, and that I did not think there was sufficient force t o protect
the travel, and that the citizens and settlers of the country would have to suffer. He said
the citizens would have to protect themselves. I then said no more to him. I then went up
to my ranch, twenty-fiTe miles from :B'ort Lyon; was there about seven days, when I received
a letter from Major Colley, the Indian agent, stating he wished to see me immediately on
business. I went to the fort, and be (Major Colley) showed me Governor Evans's proclamation, also a letter from Governor Evans to him, directing him to get some on e to go
immediately to the different tribes of Indians and fetch all of the different tri bes of Indians into the forts, Lyon and Larned-that is, all who desired to be friendly; that they
shoulj be protected by the government of the United States, and at the mme time have
rations issued to them. Governor Evans at that time was ex-officio superintendent of Indian affairs. I immediately started on my way in search of the Indians, alone ; I found
all the different tribes in the vicinity of li'ort Larned; the Cheyennes, Arapa hoes, Kiowas,
Comanches, and .Apaches. I then immediately brought the Cheyenne chiefs within four
miles of Fort Larned, they being at war with the whites ; the other tribes were at peace. I
had an interview with the Cheyennes-translated to them the governor's proclamation ;
they expressed a great desire to make peace and to keep it, and appeared to be perfectly
well satisfied with the governor's proclamation. They went up with me the next morning and had an interview with the commanding officer of the post, and everything was settled satisfactorily on both sides. The Indians then returned to their villages 011 the Arkansas1some twenty-fiye miles from :B'ort Lyon. I then mentioned to the commanding officer
that I thought from the movements and a;::tions of the,, Kiowas they would b reak out in
a short time, which proved to be the case. In two or three days afterwards the Kiowas went
up to Fort Larned and ran off the stock, at the same time wounding a sentinel. They resorted
to a stratagem to obtain the stock: the squaws went into the fort and comm en ced a dance
to attract the attention of the troops, while the war party got the horses, and when the
alarm was given the squaws jumped on their horses and ran off. The .Arapaho chi ef, LeftHand, then took twenty-five of his men and went to Fort Larned, with the intention of
offering his services to the United States, to assist them in fighting the Kiowas and recovering the stolen stock. He got within four hundred yards of the fort, met a ,;;oldier, and
sent him to the commanding officer, to state that he wished to have an interview with
him, but the first salute he received was a cannon shot fired at himself and party. Left...
Hand carried a white flag, and could speak English very well. He was afterwards killed
in the massacre on Sand creek. 1'his was the commencement of the .Arapaho war. The
Arapahoes, who had committed no hostile acts previously, now commenced and committed
more depredations than the Cheyennes. From information, I know of what occurred in
the Sand creek fight ; I had two sons in the village, and one who acted as guide and interpreter for the government, and was with Colonel Chivington. The attack at Sand creek
on the Indians produced great excitement among them; they even deposed their bead chief,
Black Kettle, stating that he had brought them in there to be betrayed ; they also stated
that they had always heard that white men would not kill women and children, but they
had now lost all confidence in the whites. Since that time the Cheyennes, .Arapahoes,
Kiowas, and a portion of the Comanches, have been at war with the whites. I have no
doubt but for the firing on the Arapahoes at Fort Larned, and the aff.tir at :::land creek, we
might have had peace with all the Indians on the Arkansas. I have no doubt if proper
persons (and by proper persons I mean those who would be honest and not try to defraud
the Indians or the government, and they should be acquainted with the Indian character)
were appointed agents, and if officers from the regular army, with troops from the same,
were stationed at the posts near the Indians, I think there would be no difficulty. Volunteer officers, the Indians can see, have no control over their men-no disciplir;.e, and the
soldiers cannot be punished for abusing the Indians. 'Ihe last great difficulty previous to
the one I have mentioned, grew out of the Sioux war. This war originated as follows:
Some Mormons on their way to Salt lake were driving some stock ; either a cow or an ox
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gave out, the Indians killed the animal, and the Mormons reported the fact to the comln.anding ofiicer at Fort Laramie ; the officer sent down for the Indian who killed the animal, but the Indians refused to send him, as he was not present and could not be found,
offering at the same time to pay for the animal killed ; the officer then sent Lieutenant
Grattan, with eighteen men, to the Indian camp, where there were Fwme three hundred
warriors, to fetch the Indian away; he demanded that the Indian should be delivered in
fifteen minutes, or he would fire on them; the Indian not being forthcoming at the time,
Lieutenant Grattan fired on the Indian1:1, and in a few minutes he and his command were
all massacred. This occurred in 1854-, and was the commencement of the Sioux war, which
lasted some time, the Cheyenne band of the North Platte becoming involved in it. Two
campaigns were carried on against them; one under General Harney, and the other under
Colonel Sumner. In answer to your inquiry, I must say there have been a good many
goods sent by the government to the Indians which never were delivered. These goods
are withheld in various ways. For instance, an Indian will come in and make the agent
a present of a poney another will make him a present of a mule, another will present four
or five buffalo robes, all of which the agent will receive to himself, when he has no right
to. The agent then pays these Indians out of the annuity goods, which causes a great deal
of dispute among the other Indians, who see the goods which ought to come to them given
in payment to other Indians. The Indians never make presents without expecting to receive something more than its value in return, so in the long run it is nothing more nor
less than a trade. I believe there are agents, or agents' relatives, in this country who
have made very good speculations. The son of Major Colley, the Indian agent of the
Cheyennes and Arapahoes, was an Indian trader for the CheyenJ;teS, Arapahoes, Kiowas,
and Comanches. He came to this country· the fall after his father was appointed agent.
When he first came here he could not have had property of the value to exceed fifteen hundred dollars, which consisted of some thirty or forty head
cows. From what he said to
me he must have made twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars in the two or three years be
was trading with the Indians, John Smith acted as the Indian trader, and was considered
as a partner in the business. It is hard to identify Indian goods, but I am satisfied that a
portion of the goods traded with the Indians were annuity goods. From comparison of the
goods traded and the annuity goods, I am Eatisfied they were identically the same goods.
The Indians knew they were purchasing their own goods, but did not compla.in about it.
At the time I was trading in the same village with Mr. Colley, one of my men went into his
lodge and brought back to me a top of a I.Jox marked "U. S. Upper Arkansas Agency."
I have beard it stated that sometimes agents give the Indian goods to white traders in the
country to trade them on shares. To procure vouchers for the goods the agent will send
out to have the tribe come in and get their annuity goods. The goods thought proper to
be given them are piled in a heap on the prairie, the Indians sit round in a large circle,
and the agent then tells them, "There are your annuity goods-divide them among
yourselves." The agent then gets four or five of. the principal chiefs to come in and sign
the vouchers; as a matter of course the Indians do not know what or how much they are
signing for, I would suggest that the Indians be allowed by law to select some white man
to be present at the distribution, with power to examine all bills and vouchers, and see
that the Indians are not defrauded. All the agents on the Arkansas have been in the habit
of distributing the goods in the manner above described, and the p0or and needy Indians
do not get their share, which falls to the richer and more powerful ones. If the matter
were left to me I would guarantee with my life that in three months I could have all the
Indians along the Arkansas at peace, without the expense of war. 'These would include
the Cheyennes, Arapahoes, Kiowas, Comanches, and Apaches. Some Cheyennes in whom
I have confidence stated to me that they had no confidence in Major Colley, knowing be
was swindling them out of their goods, and they did not care to come in and receive them,
but when Major Fitzpatrick was their agent they had confidence and always came in for
their annuities. There was a treaty made between the Cheyennes and Arapahoes and Colonel Boone. In my opinion the reservation now set apart for the Cheyennes and Arapahoes is not suitable. The best place for a reservation for them, in my opinion, would l.Je
on Beaver creek, between the Smoky Hill and the Republican. This would be in their own
country, where the buffalo abound, and where they will probably last be seen. 'l'his reservation would be off from all the roads and all the great thoroughfares, and distant from
all settlements. The land would be suitable for them, but not for the whites, and contains
no minerals. On this reservation the agency should be established, and the agent should
always be with them ; grass and timber abound.

of

Robert Bent sworn:
I am twenty-four years old; was born on the Arkansas river. I am pretty well acquainted with the Indians of the plains, having spent most of my life among them. I
Mas employed as guide and interpreter at Fort Lyon by Major Anthony. Colonel Chiving-
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ton ordered me to accompany him on his way to Sand creek. The command consisted of
from nine hundred to one thousand men, principally Colorado volunteers. We left Fort
Lyon at eight o'clock in the evening, and came on to the Indian camp at daylight the next
morning. Colonel Chivington surrounded the village with his troops . WhPn we came in
sight of the camp I saw the American flag waving and heard Black Kettle tell the Indians
to stand round the flag, and there they were huddled-men, women, and children. This
was when we were within fifty yards of the Indians. I also saw a white flag raised. These
flags were in so conspicuous a position that they must have been seen. When the troops
fired tbe Indians ran, some of the men into their lodges, probably to get their arms. They
had time to get away if they had wanted to. I remained on the field five hours, and when
I left there were shots being fired up the creek. I think there were six hundred Indians
in all. I think there were thirty-five braves and some old men, about sixty in all . All
fought well. At the time the rest of the men were away from camp, hunting. I visited
the battle-ground one month afterwards; saw the remains of a good many; counted sixty·
nine, but a number had been eaten by the wolves and dogs. After the firing the warriors
put the squaws and children together, and surrounded them to protect them. I saw five
squaws under a bank for shelter. When the troops came up to them they ran out and
showed their persons to let the soldiers know they were squaws and begged for mercy, but
the soldiers shot them alL I saw one ;;quaw lying on the bank whose leg had been broken
by a shell ; a soldier came up to her with a drawn s~bre ; she raised her arm to protect
herself, when he struck, breaking her arm ; she rolled over and raised her other arm, when
he struck, breaking it, and then left her without killing her. There seemed to be an indis-criminate slaughter of men, women, and children. There were some thirty or forty squaws
collected in a hole for protection; they sent .out a little girl about six years old with a
white flag on a stick ; she had not proceeded but a few steps when she was shot and killed.
All the squaws in that hole were afterwards killed, and four or five bucks outside. The
squaws offered no resistance. Every one I saw dead was scalped. I saw one squaw cut
open with an unborn child, as I thought, lying by her side. Captain Suule afterwards told
me that such was the fact. I saw the body of White Antelope with the privates cut off,
and I heard a soldier say he was going to make a tobacco-pouch out of them. I saw one
squaw whose privates had been cut out. I heard Colonel Chivington say to the soldiers as
they charged past him, "Remember our wives and children murdered on the Platte and
Arkansas." He occupied a position where he could not have failed to have seen the American flag, which I think was a garrison flag, six by twelve. He was within fifty yards when
he planted his battery. I saw a little girl about five years of age who bad been hid in the
sand ; two soldiers discovered her, drew their pistols and shot her, and then pulled her out
of the sand by the arm. I saw quite a number of infants in arms killed with their mothers.
There were trading in the village at the time John Smith, a soldier named Louderback, and
a t eamster of young Colley's named Clark. They were trading goods said to Lelong to
Dexter Colley and John Smith. The gpods traded were similar to those they had been in
the habit of trading before. I have heard the Indians charge Major Colley with trading
their own goods to them.
Colonel Kit Carson sworn :
I have heard read the statement of Colonel Bent, and his suggestions and opinions in
relation to Indian affairs coincide perfectly with my own. I came to this country in
1826, and since that time have become pretty well acquainted with the Indhm tribes,
both in peace and at war. I think, as a general thing, the difficulties arise from aggressions
on the part of the whites. From what I have heard, the whites are always cun;iog the
Indians, and are not willing to do them justice. For instance, li\t times large trains come
out to this country, and some man without any responsibility is hired to guard the hor8es,
mules, and stock of the trains ; these cattle by his negligence frequently stray off;
always, if anything is lost, the cry is raised that the Indians stole it. It is customary
among the Indians, even among themselves, if they lose animals, as Indians go everywhere, if they bring them in they expect to get something for their trouble. Among
themselves they always pay ; but when brought in to this man, who lost them through
his negligence, be refuses to pay, and abm;es the Indians, striking or sometimes shooting
them, because they do not wish to give up the stock without pay ; and thus a war is
brought on. That is the way in which difficulties frequently arise. I have heard read the
statement of how the Sioux war arose, which agrees word for word with what I have heard,,
and what I believe to be the facts. And in relation to the war with the Cheyennes, I
have heard it publicly stated that the authorities of Colorado, expecting that their troops
would be' sent to the Potomac, determined to get up an Indian war, so that the troops
would be compelled to remain. I know of no acts of hostility on the part of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes committed previous to the attacks made upon them, as stated by
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Colouel Bent. In 1830, or '31, I was one of a party who made pPare with the Arapahoes, and since that time I know of no difficulty with them until that described by
Colonel Bent. I know of no other great difficulties on the Arkansas route than the
Sioux war and the present war. I think the Kiowas arc hostile against the government
without cause.
The other tribe<', I think, are rather compelled to be so. Most of the
Comanches, I think, are friendly disposed. I think if proper men were appointed
and proper steps taken, peace could be bad with all the Indians on and below the
Arkansas, without war.
I believe that, if Colonel Bent and myself were authorized,
we could make a solid, lasting peace with those Indians. I have much more confidence
in the influence of Colonel Bent with the Indians than in my own. I think if prompt
action were taken the Indians could be got together by the tenth of September. I
know that even before the acquisition of New Mexico there had about always existed an
hereditary warfare betwet:n the Navajoes and Mexicans; forays were made into each other's
country, and stock, women, and children sblen. Since the acquisition, the same state
bas existed ; 'we would hardly get back from fighting and making peace with them before they would be at war again. I com;ider the reservation system as the only one to
be adopted for them. If they were sent back to their own c:Juntry to-morrow, it would
not be a month before hostilities would commence again. 'There is a part of the Navajoes, the wealthy, who wish to live in peace ; the poorer class are in the majority, and
they have no chiefd who can control them. ·w hen I campaigned against them eight
months I found them scattered over a country several hundred miles in extent. 'l'here
is no suitable place in their own country-and I have been all over it-where more
than two thousand eould be placed. If located in different places, it would not be long
before they and the Mexicans would be at war. If they were scattered on different
locations, I hardly think any number of troops could keep them on their reservations. The mountains they live in in the Navajo country cannot be penetrated by
troops. There are canons in their country thirty miles in length, with walls a thousand feet
high, and when at war it is impossible for troops to pass through these canons, in which
they hide and cultivate the ground. In the main Canon de Chelly they had some two or
three thousand peach trees, which were mostly destroyed by my troops. Colonel Sumner,
in the fall of 1851, weut into the Canon de Chelly with several hundred men and two
pieces of artillery ; he got into the canon some eight or ten miles, but had to retreat out
of it at night. In the walls of the canon they have regular houses built in the crevices,
from which they fire and roll down huge stones on an enemy. They have regular fortifications, averaging from one to two hundred feet from the bottom, with portholes for firing.
No small-arms can injme them, and artillery cannot be ured. In one of these crevices I
found a two-story house. I regard these canons as impregnable. General Canby entered
this canon, but retreated out the next morning. When I captured the N avajoes I first destroyed their crops, and harassed them until the snow fell very deep in the canons, taking
some prisoners occasionally. I think it was about the 6th of January, after the snow fell,
that I started. Five thoumnrl soldiers would probably keep them on reservations in their
own country. The Navajoes had a good many small herds when I went there. I took
twelve hundred sheep from them at one time, and smaller lots at different times. The
volunteers were allowed one dollar per head for all !'heep and goats taken, which were
turned over to the commissary. I think General Carleton gave the order as an encouragement to the troops. I think from fifteen hundred to two thousand could subsist themselves in the Valley de Chelly. At this point it took me and three hundred men most one
day to destroy a field of corn. I think probably fifteen hundred could subsist on the
northeastern slope of the Tunacba mountain. I know of no other · place near by where
any consider.tble number could subsist themselves. I was in the valley of the San Juan,
but can give no idea of the number that could subsist themselves in it. While I was in
the country there was continual thie"Ving carried on between the Navajoes and Mexicans.
Some Mexicans now object to the settlement of the Navajoes at the Bosque, because they
cannot prey on them as formerly. I am of the opinion that, in consequence of the military campaign and the destruction of their crops, they were forced to come in. It appears
to me that the only objection to the Bosque is on account of the wood, which consists of
mesquite roots; but I am not sufficiently acquainted with the character of it to give an
opinion of it, and the time it would last, but it is rather hard to dig. Many of the Apaches understand farming, and they should be put on a reservation. I think the Jicarrilla
Apaches would object to being put on the Bosque. The Apaches in Arizona, I think, would
make very little objection to being placed on a reservation. With the Utes it would be
more difficult, as they know nothing of planting, and when spoken to on the subject have
invariably objected. 'lhey are a brave, warlike people ; they are of rather small size, but
hardy, and very fine shots. I would advise, however, that they be put on a reservation,
as they cannot live much longer as now; they are generally hungry, and killing cattle
and sheep, which will bring on a war. They are now at peace, and it would be the wiser
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policy to remain at peace with them. I think there is a goorl place for a rm;ervation north
of the San Juan in Utah. I think that justice demands that every effort should be made
to secure peace with the Cheyennes and Arapahoes before any war was prosecuted against
them, in view of the treatment they have receiYed.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO,

Hanta .be, Nav llfexico, October 22, 1865.
SrR: I have the honor herewith to enclose for the information of the congressional committee, of which you are the chairman, letters of instruction and advice from myself to
various commanders and to different departm ents of the public service in relation to Indians, Indian wars, &c., &c., '\\ithin my official jurisdiction and controlled by myself.
Among these letters will be found two or three relating to the wealth of this part of
the country in precious metals. These are sent to you in order that the committee may
see the national importance of settlin g Indians upon reservations, so that the country now
inhabited by many bands of them may be left open to the enterpriEe and skill of the
miner. The Indians will not themselves work th e mines: they should not be permitted
to lie in wait to murder the prospecter who comes with mnch toil and many privations to
explore their country for its hidden wealth. This they will surely do unless they are exterminated or placed upon reservations. The miners will go to their country, and the question which comes up is, shall the min ers be pro~e ctecl and the country be developed, or
t:hall the Indians be suffered to kill them and the nation be deprived of its immense wealth?
In all that I have had to do in this command, so far as the Indians are concern ed, I have
endeavored to treat them justly, and I point to this record of over three years of anxiety
and toil, mostly on their account, as one of "llhich I do not feel ashamed.
I have the honor to be, very re:;pectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Gtnerc.l, Commanding .

Hon. J AlliES R. DooLITTLE,
United States Senate, Washington, D. 0 .

LETTERS RELATING TO INDIAN AFFAIRS IN THE DEPAHTl\11t'NT OF NEW MEXICO DURING THE YEARS 1862 AND 1863.
[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPAllBIENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. N., SFptembtr 30, 1862.
I ha,·e the honor to inform you that I relieved General Canby in the command
of this department on the 18th instant, and he left this city for Washington, D. C., four
days afterwards . I find that durin g- the raid which was made into this Territory by some
armed men froJTI Texas, under Brigadi er General Sibley, of the army of the so-called Confederate States, the Indians, aware that the attention of our troops could not, for the time,
be turned toward them, commenced robbing the inhabitants of their stock, and killed, in
various places, a great number of 'people; the Navajoes on the western side, and the
Mescalero Apaches on the eastern side of the settlements, both committing these outrages
at the same time, and during the last year that has passed have left the people greatly impoverished. Many farms and settlements near Fort Stanton have been entirely abandoned.
To punish and coutrol the 1\'Iescaleros, I have ordered Fort Stanton to be reoccupied.
That post is in the heart of their country, and hitherto when troops occupied it those Indians were at peace. I have sent Colonel Christopher Carson, (Kit Carson,) wit.h five companies of his regiment of New Mexican volunteers, to Fort Stanton. One of these companies, on foot, will hold the post and guard the stores, while four companies mounted, under Carson, will operate ag-ainst the Indians until they have been punished for their recent
aggressions. The lieutenant colonel, with four companies of the same regiment, will move
into the Navajo country and establish and garrison a post on the Gallo, which was selected
by General Cll.nby; it is called Fort Wingate. I shall endeavor to have this force, assisted
GENERAL:
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by some militia which have been caJled out by the governor of the Territory, perform such
service among the Navajoes as will bring them to feel that they llave been doing wrong.
::::

~:::

:::~

::::

::;

~::

~:::

:::~

i:;

~:::

~::~

I 'l.m, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Oornrnanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO TH011IAS,

Adjutant General U S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

0 ptain 1st Vet. In(. 0. V, A. A. A. Gentral.

Confidential.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

' Santa Fe, N. 111., October 11, 1862.
CoLONEL: I have ordered Colonel Carson, with five companies of his regiment, to reoccupy
Fort Stanton. These troops are already en route to that point; they will immediately
commence hostile operations against the Mescalero-and Navajo Indians who may be in that
vicinity and southward of it.
You will order the following troops into the Mescalero country to co-operate with Colonel Carson, yet to be independent of him: Captain McCleave you will place in command
of one expedition, to be composed of his own and one company of your regiment. He will
start with this force, increased by twenty good Mexican spies and guides which you are
authorized to employ at reasonable rates, on the 15th of next month, and be absent until
the 31st day of December, 1862. He will proceed by the way of Dog Canon and operate
to the eastward and southeastward of that noted haunt of the Mescaleros.
You will order Captain Roberts ofyDur regiment to command another expedition against
these Indians. His force will be composed of all the effective men of his own company,
.all the effective men of Captain Pishon's company now in the valley of the Rio Grande,
north of Fort Quitman, and twenty first-rate Pueblo Indians or Mexicans, whom you are
authorized to employ at Isletta, Socorro, and San Elizario. These last twenty I would suggest you employ Don Gregorio Garcia, of San Elizario, to command. He has often been
on expeditions against the Mescaleros and had good luck; he knows the country well.
Captain Roberts will start from Franklin, Texas, ori the 15th of November next, and be absent until Decem~er 31, 1862. He will proceed by the Wacco Tanks and thence northwestwardly to such points as will be most likely to be occupied by Apaches. Assistant Surgeon Kittridge will accompany Captain McCleave; Assistant Surgeon McKee will accompany Captain Hoberts. There is to be no council held with the Indians, nor any talks.
The men are to be slain whenever and wherever they can be found. The women and children may be taken as prisoners, but, of course, they are not to be killed.
From Dog Canon and from the Wacco Tanks, subsistence stores and ammunition, &c.,
will doubtless have to be transported on pack-mules. I have ordered seventy-five packsaddles to be sent down from Fort Union for the use of the two expeditions.
I would suggest a depot being formed by each expedition well out into the Mescalero
country, further out than Dog Canon or Wacco Tanks, if practicable-a depot that may be
reached by wagons-and thence operate with pack-mules, leaving a few men in depot to
guard the supplies not immediately required.
I send a copy of this letter b Colonel Carson, that he may know when you ar,e to act,
and where your forces are to operate, and he will shape his plans accordingly.
Much is expected of the California troops. I trust that these three demonstrations will
give those Indians a wholesome lesson. They have robbed and murdered the people with
impunity too long already.
If the movements are kept from being made public, so the Indians through the Mexicans may not know of your plans until the troops take the field, it will be better so. If
the Indians want to negotiate, Carson will send the chief, under a flag, to Santa Fe for
that purpose.
While Captain Roberts's company is in the field, you will station Captain Willis, with a
portion of his company, at Franklin, and leave another portion, under Lieutenant Wh~tte
more, to guard Hart's Mills.
Both McCleave and Roberts will be instructed to keep a journal of every day's march
and work ; of the estimated courses and distances travelled ; of the kind of country pas~ed
over; of the water-courses, springs, grass, &c., which they find.
These journals will be forwarded to department headquarters as soon as the campaign is
over, and copies of them to Washington.
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The several comrn.:.:tnda will be entirely independent of e:~ch other, unless they "happen
to join to do duty together,'' and the commetnding officers will have full powers to subdivide
their forces, when once they have got into the Indian country, in such manner as in their
j nclgm en t will be the best, having in view the punishment of the Indians.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obt::dient servant,
JA~1ES H CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colon el JosEPH R. WEST,
Commanding the District of Ariz·ma, llfesilla.
If ne cc3Sftry, Capt.1in Willis can employ the doctor in El Paso to attend his sick during
McK ee's absence.
ERASTUS W . WOOD,
O.Jlcial:
Captain l st TTet. Ir!f· C. V, A. A. A. Gerural.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW 1\IEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. 111., October J.2, 1862.
CoLOXEL: Enclosed you will find a confidential communication to Colonel West, comm.ancling the district of Arizona; it is dated the 11th instant, and directs him to ser,d two
expeditions against the ~1es calero Apaches, starting them on the 15th of next month.
I de~ire you to send one of your mounted companies down to the junction of the Rio
Hondo with the Pecos, to act as an outpost to this country; to keep scouts well down the
river towards Delaware creek to see that no force advances up the Pecos from the direction
of Fort Lancaster, in Texas, without your having timely notice of the fact, so that you can
send me word.
As your scouts from this company come near the mouth of the Pei'iasco they will, doubtless, find a plenty of Mescaleros. It was near that point where Captain Stanton was
killed by them. In this case you could, if you thought it advisable, move the company
down to the month of the Pefiasco to produce an impression upon the Indians, at the same
time it watched the approaches to New Mexico by the way of the Pecos; but under no circumstances will it leave the valley of the river unwatched.
'The other three companies you can divide as you please, but with these you will make
war upon the Mescaleros and upon all other Indians you may find in the Mescalero country, until further orders. All Indian men of that tribe are to be killed whenever and
wherever yon can find them. The women and children will not be harmed, but you will
take them prisoners, and feed them at Fort Stanton until you receive other imtructions
about them. If the Indians send in a flag and desire to treat for peace, say to the bearer
that when the people of New Mexico were attacked by the Texans, the Mescaleros broke
their treaty of peace, and murdered inuocent people, and ran off their stock; that now
our hands are untied, and you have been sent to punish them for their treachery and their
crimes; that you have no power to make peace; that you are there to kill them wherever
you can find them; that if they beg for peace, their chiefs and twenty of their principal
men must come to Santa Fe to have a talk here; but tell them fairly and frankly that
you will keep after their people and slay them until you receive orders to desist from these
headquarters; that this making of treaties for them to break whenever they have an interest in breaking them will not be done any more ; that that time hq.s passed by ; that we
have no faith in their promises; that we believe if we kill some of their men in fair, open
war, they will be apt to rememl1er that it will be better for them to remain at p eace than
to be at war. I trust that this severity, in the long run, will be the most humane course
that could be pursued toward these Indians.
You observe that there is a large force helping you. I do not wish to tie your hands by
instructions; the whole duty can be summed up in a few words: The Indians are to be
soundly whipped, without parleys or councils except as above. Be careful not to mistake ·
the troops from below for Texans. If a force of rebels comes, you know how to annoy it;
how to stir up their camps and stock by night ; how to lay waste the prairies by fire; how
to make the country very warm for them, and the road a difficult one. Do this, and keep
me advised of all you do.
· I am, colonel, respectfully, your friend,
JAMES H. CARLETON;
Brigadier General, Commanding.
1Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,

lst.NtwMexico Vol ., enroute toFart_Stanton, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnj. C. V:, A. A. A. General.
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LExtract, 1

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw 1\h:xiCo,
Santa Fe, N. ~~I., Novernbtr ' 9, 1862.
GENERAL:
;;:;
s:~
tl
s::<
•::<
G
s:;
':'
C<
•::e
You are aware of the hostile attitude of the Mescalero Apaches, the Pino Alto Apaches,
and the Navajoes, and also of the rumors of another Texan raid. I shall endeavor to accomplish everything possible with the hanUful of men which are left. Five companies of
Colonel Carson's regiment are now at Fort Stanton and in the Mescalero country, and four
companies of the California volunteers enter that country from Fort Fillmore and from
Franklin, 'l'exas. These nine companies will, I trust, punish the Mescaleros well. Already, in one small affair, Carson's men have killed Jose LaJgo and Manuelita, two of the
principal chief:>, and nine of the men, besides wounding several, and besides capturing, as
I learn, some seventeen horses. By establishing Fort Sumner at the Bosque Redondo, I
shut up the door through which the Kiowas and Comanches have hitherto entered New
Mexico, and cut off a great thoroughfare northward of the Mescaleros. An.other very
important consideration in establishing this post was to open a portion of the country
where good grass is found all winter for our worn-down animals to keep them from perishing. We could not buy hay enough to subsist them even if we bad the money. The
saving on hay alone, this winter, will more than build the post in the spring. During the
winter the troops will live in tents or under canvas,
I beg to C'lll your attention again to the practicability of sending the regiment of infantry and five companies of cavalry (at all events the former) which were asked for, to
be sent from California, by General Can by.
The provisions are already in abundance at Fort Yuma and at Tucson, the medical
stores and ammunition here, and the transportation all ready to convey the baggage of
those troops from Fort Yuma to the Rio Grande.
'The weittht>r is now cool, and no discomfort would be experienced in passing the Gila
desert.
I beg, respectfully, to ask that I hwe authority to incorporate the troops from California with those belonging to thi:5 department. Under War Department Orders No. 29, series for 1862, they are still borne as belonging to the column from California. This leads
to great embarrassment in making up the Teturns, as the withdrawal of so many troops
from this department renders it necessary to distribute the California troops throughout
the department.
I trust the importance of this change, and the greater importance of sending more
troops without delay into this department, will merit and receive your serious attention.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Geneml, Commanding .
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAs,
Adjutant GeneTal U.S. A., Washington, D. 0.
NoTE.-I herewith enclose a copy of a letter from Captain Archer, commanding at Fort
Craig, New Mexico, in relation to an attack by Indians of a train on the Jornado del
Muerto. The Indians are said to have been Na.vajoes ; the party numbering about two
hundred.
J. H. C.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Oaptain

l~t

Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. ]}J., Nwember 25, 1862.
CoL•)NEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the reveipt of your letter in relation to the
Mescalero chief:~ who have come to this city with Mr. Labadie, the Indian agent, to sue for
peace.
Yesterday, in presence of the governor, the superintendent of Indian affairs, and other
gentlemen, I had an interview with the chiefs above alluded to, and told them that if
they and thgir part of the tribe desired to have peace they must come out of the Mescalero
country, so that we should not mistake them for those who were hostile, and so that we
would be sure that they conveyed no intelligence of our movements to those who did not
come in. l told them I would send them and their families to Fort Sumner, at the Bosque
Redondo, on the Pecos river, and there feed and protect them until we had punished those
who were still at war, and until these latter come in and beg for peace likewise.
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A train of government wagons will leave Fort Union, with subsistence stores, for Fort
Stanton, in a few days. When this train starts to return, have all the Mescalero men,
women, and children, of the peace party, with all of their effects, come with this train.
The women and children and baggage will be hauled in the wagons, and you will see that
they have provisions enough to last them all to the Bosque Redondo, by the way of Agua
Negra. The meat portion of the ration will be beef on the hoof. The commanding officer
at Fort Sumner will be instructed to feed and protect them after their arrival at the Bosque
Redondo .
.After these Indians have been sent to the Bosque Redondp you will continue to make
war on the others, as heretofore instructed. If -they sue for peace, (any one small band of
the Mescaleros,) send that band to Fort Sumner to await there until the remainder come in.
The result of this will be that, eventually, we shall have the whole tribe at the Bosque
Redondo, and then we can conclude a definite treaty, and let them all return again to inhabit their proper country.
If you are satisfied that Graydon's attack on Manuelit::t and his people was not fair and
open, see that all the horses and mules, including two said to ue in the hands of one Mr.
Beach, of Manzana, are returned to the survivors of Manuelita's band.
These arrangements seem to be just. 'When any band comes in for peace, send me a
list of the names of all the men, and the number of the women and children, so that I
may know the additional number to provide fvr at Fort Sumner.
l am, respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
Commanding Expedition against the 1lfescalero Apach~s, Fort Stanton, N 111.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. G V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERs DEPART:r.IENT OF NEw MExrco,
Santa Fe, N. JJJ., November 26, 1862.
CAPTAIN: Enclosed herewith is an authentic copy of a letter from myself to Colonel Carson in relation to sending to Bosque Redondo certain men, women, and children of the
Mescalero Apache Indians, who desire peace.
When these Indians come to Fort Sumner you will have them encamp sufficiently near
your garrison to have them feel secure from attacks by Comanches and Kiowas, of whom
they are much afraid; and sufficiently near for you to know that none of them leave for
the Mescalero country without authority.
These Indians are to be fed by your commissary ; are to be treated kindly ; are not to be
annoyed by soldiers visiting their camp at improper time~.
As you see by my instructions to Colonel Carson, others of this tribe will doubtless soon
be sent to join these. You will have all the parties that come in provided for and carefully protected from harm until further orders.
Send me by every express a list of the names of the men and the number of women and
children which you are thus called upon to feed and protect, so that provision may be
made for them.
I am, captain, very respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General~ Commanding.
Captain JosEPH UPDEGRAFF,
Commanding Fort Sumner, Bosque Redondo, N. ill.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Official:
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. G. V., A. A . A. General.

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., November 26, 1862,
SIR : If in your investigations of the matters relating to the attack by Graydon on Manuelita•s band of Mescal eros it shall appear that . one Charles Beach, of Manzana, is imp1icated
to a criminal extent, arrest Beach and hold him securely until further orders. The horse
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and mule which Beach is said to have received a'l a part of the booty taken frolll the Indians must be restored to you, or Beach kept in confinement until this restoration is made.
I consider Ur. Beach an improper person to reside in the Mescalero country, so he will be
forbidden under any circumstances fro ·:n settling there.
o
a
a
o
a
o
o
a
o
o
'::<I am, c tpt:tin, very re3pectfully, your ol!3client servilnt,
JA~lES H. CARLETON,
Brigadi~r

Colonel CnuiSTOPHER

CARBO~,

Gen_eral, Commanding.

or,

Officer commanding Fort Stanton, .N. i1I.

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Official:

Captain 1st Vt-t. Inj. 0 . V., A.. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DRPARTl\IENT OF NEw

1\bxrco,

Fort Union, N . 111., December 9, 18G2.

SIR : I learned a week since, unofficially, that an Indian of the Utah tribe was in Taos
recently, where certain parties are said to have gotten him drunk, then to have saturated
some parts of his garments with spirits of turpentine and set fire to the clothing thus saturated. From the effects of this burning the Indian is said to have died. The Utah tribe
to which he belonged is said to be very much incensed at thit> inhuman outrage, and to
threaten to be avenged.
In your capacity as judge of this district it occurred to me that you are the proper person
to institute inquiries into this matter, and if the rumor be true, to make it your especial
business to cause the offendert5 to be brought to punishment.
As one of the United States officers inN ew Mexico, and as one whose particular calling is
to see justice done, I trust I have but to call your attention to this alleged crime to awaken
your zeal in tbe cause of justice and humanity.
In many years' experience in affctirs connected with Indians, I think it never has been
my lot to have heard of such horrible barbarity before on the part of white men toward
Indians.
I ani, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETO~,
Brigadier General, Cvmmanding.

Ron. Judge KNAPP, at Barclay's Ji'ort, N. JJI.
NoTE - I beg you will acknowledge the receipt of this letter.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Official:

Captain lst Vtt. Irif. C. V:, A. A. A. Gene-ral.

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPART:IIE~T OF NEW 1\lEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. iJI., December 20, 186Z.

A delegation of eighteP.n Navajo chief::3 hwe been in asking for peace. They have heard
of our demonstrations against the Mescalero Indians, and see that Fort Wingate is established in their own country, and imagine that our attention will soon be turned toward
them.
I told them that they could have no peace until they would give other guarantees than
their word that the peace should be kept; to' go home and tell their pe0ple so ; that. we
had no faith in their promises; that if they did not return we should know they had chosen
the alternative of war ; that in this event the consequences rested on them. With this
they returned to their people.
:;~

~::;

~:::

~:~

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Brig,tdier General LORENZO THOliiAS,
Adfutant General U S. A. .,

Official:

lVash~ngton,

D. C.

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Coptain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V:, A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERs DEPARnrENT OF NEw

M~xrco,

Fort Craig, N. M. , January 2, 1863.

GENERAL : I h ave th e honor to report that I am strengthening the defences of thia post
by fatigue parties and with the he I p of the citizens, so that should it ever be invested by
the rebels, I trust. to be able to hold it and its magazines of supplies.
To-morrow I leave for the Mesilla valley, and for the northwestern portion of Texas.
Unless I he!lr beyond a doubt that Baylor's forces are coming, I shall organize and send
into the country, around the headwaters of the Gila, an expedition to punish for their frequent and recent murders and depredations the band of Apaches which infest that region.
The Pino Alto gold mines can then be worked with Eecurity. From all I can learn, that is
one of the richest auriferous countries in the world-o.oe whose development will t end
greatly to the prosperity of this Territory.
.
Should I be so successful as to whip those Indians, I purpose at once to establish a military post near the Pino Alto mines, not only to furnish protection to the miners already
working there, but to have a moral effect in preventing the Indians from further depredations.
A military road should be opened from Socorro, or Fort Craig, through by the copper
mines, to intersect the road leading from Mesilla to Tucson at Ojo de laVaca. This would
shorten the distance from Santa Fe to Tucson at least one hundred miles; would avoid the
Jornado del Muerto; and in a strategical point of view would render western Arizona less
isolated and less in danger of being cut off by an enemy occupying the Mesilla valley ; besides, it would make the Pino Alto gold region more accessible from the settled portion of
New Mexico. You may rely upon it, the attention of the government may be worthily
drawn to the importance of thL; road. It would doubtless cost one hundred thom:and dollars to build it. I shall return to Santa Fe by the 25th instant.
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Cornmanding.

Brigadier General LORENZO THmrAs,
Adjutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. 0.
Official :

ERASTUS

W. ·wooD,

Captain lst Vet. lnj. C. V, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTliENT OF NEW MEXICO.
Sartta Fe, N. JJ., February l, 1863.
GENERAL: I have ju;;t returned from San Elizario and Franklin, in northwestern Texas•
·w hither I went to confer with the people, who, in their.,alarm at the rumors of another invasion from the eastern part of that State, were fleeing into Ohihuahua, and leaving their
fields to lie uncultivated . The commander of the district of Arizona had issued an order
that all lands thus abandoned should, for the year, be given to others who would cultivate
them. This had a good effect. I am assured that they will all return.
There are no new rumors of an advance of rebels from Texas. They conld have but little
to gain by such an expedition, except the right of way to the Pacific, to which great importance is said to be attached by the southern confederacy. As, in the event of a separation, to use their argument, they could not claim territory which they did not occupy, it is possible
that an effort will be made to recover and hold New Mexico and Arizona. Besides, it is
perhaps a part of the plan to persuade, if possible, Chihuahua and Sonora to secede from
Mexico and join the southern confederacy. For this purpose it is alleged that Colonel
Reilly was sent by General Sibley last winter to confer with the governors of those States.
Leaving out of the question these reasons for recovering this country by troops of the socalled southern confederacy, the probabilities of an invasion cease. At this moment I consider such probabilities so remote as to justify me in employing the troops under my command in chastising the hostile tribes of Indians by which the settled portion of the Territory are surrounded. The Mescalero Ap 1ches have been completely subdued. I have now
three hundred and fifty of that tribe at Fort Sumner and en route thither. These comprise
all that are left of those Indians, except a few who have either run off into Mexico or joined
the Gila Apaches. I shall try to settle what have come in on a reservation near Fort Stanton, and have them plant fields for their subsistence the coming year.
The expedition ordered into the Gila country bas already been quite successful. Mangus
Colorado, doubtless the worst Indian within our boundaries, and one who has been the
cause of more murders and of more torturing and of burnings at the stake in this country
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than all others together, has· been killed; and in one battle a few days since over twenty
of his followers were killed, (the bodies counted,) and quite an amount of stock captured.
Among this stock were found some of the United States mules captured from one of our
trains in an attack made on it by these Indians last November on the Jornado dell\'Iuerto.
Hostilities against the Gila Apaches are now prosecuted with vigor, and will be productive
of lasting benefits.
The evidences of rich gold fielch, and of veins of silYer, and of inexhaustible mines of the
richest copper in the country at the head of the Mimbres river and along the country
drained by the upper Gila, are of an undoubted character. It seems providential that the
practical miners of California should have come here to assist in their discovery and devel·
opment.
I have sent four companies of California volunteers to garrison Fort We;;,t, in tho Pinos
Altos gold region. I beg to ask authority to let, say, one-fourth of the command at a time
have one month's furlough to work in the gold mines on their own account. In this way
the mines and the country will Lecome developed, while the troops will become contented
to remain in service where the temptation to leave is very great.
By the time the spring opens the Apaches of the Gila will doubtless have been subdued,
when I propose to punish the Navajo Indhms for their recent murders and wholesale robberies. It h; not practicable with my present force and amount of means to make effective
demonstrations on more than one tribe at a time. It may be set down as a rule that these
Navajo Indians have long since pa~sed that point when talking would be of any avail.
They must be whipped and fear us before they will cease killing and robbing the people.
All of the Colorado volunteers have been ordered home.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Ocrnmanding.

Brigadier General LonENZO TrroMAS,
AdJutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Ouptain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPART!\IENT OF

Santa
GENEP.AL:

•::;

,.,,

•::;

~:;

0

•::;

Fe,

NEW

MEXICO,

N . •lt., J1farch 13, 1863.
'·'

~

,;;;

•::;

Your plan not to stay for one moment hostilities against the Apaches meets with my views
and carries out my exact wishes. I do not look forward to any peace with them, except
what we must command. They must have no voice in the matter. Entire subjugation,
or destruction of all the men, are the alternatives.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H . CARLETON,
/3rigadier General, Commanding.

Brigadier General .JosEPH R. WEST:
Commanding District of Arizona, lJiesilla, A T.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Ouptain 1st Vtt. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJIIENT OF
GENERAL :

·:~

*

NEw MExico,

Santa Fe, N. M., March 16, 1863.
<::;

.;:;

,.,

"

,.,,

,;;;

.;;

•::;

Give orders that the company of cavalry that will return with Captain Anderson from Fort
West to the Cienega (as directed in paragraph V of Special Orders No . 17, current series,
from these headquarters, which paragraph is herewith enclosed) have tools and help work
the road to that point. These companies exploring for, locating, working on, or passing
over the road in question, will attack any and all Indians they may find, except women and
children. This will be a part of their instructions. 'There must be no peace, or conference,
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with any Indians living on any of the tributaries of the Mimbres, or the headwaters of the
Gila, down as far as Fort Stanford, until they are completely subdued; and not then, until
the subject has been duly considered and decided upon at these headquarters. If possible,
the present war upon the Apaches, and the one about to be inaugurated against the Navajoes, will be continued withmtt intermissi'Jn to that point where a prospect is opened which
may disclose that no othex war will be necessary. So all instructions, operations, and
efforts will look to no other conclusion.
The campaign sweeping the Florida mountains, about which I have twice written to you,
should be borne in mind. Information should be gathered concerning that region, the
best guides known, and the work done at the earliest practicable moment. This is a settled
purpose, and will, I am sure, meet with a prompt and hearty co-operation on your part.
Driven from the Gila, the Apaches will naturally seek asylum iu those mountains. 'fhere
the maguey grows, which is their principal food, and in the month of May they will begin
to prepare it.
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brig1.dier Gmeral, Commanding.
Brigadier General JosEPH R. WEsT,
Commanding District of An'zona, J.11esilla.
Official:

I•

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. LJj: C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DF.PART!IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N . .M., March 19, 1863.
GENERAL: I have the honor to inform you that the operations of the troops against the
Mescalero Apaches have resulted in bringing in as prisoners about four hundred men,
women and children of that tribe, from their fastnesses in the mountains about Fort Stanton, to Fort Sumner, at the Bosque Redondo, on the Pecos river. This leaves about one
hundred, the remainder of that tribe, who are reported as having fled to Mexico and to
join the Gila Apaches. Against these lm;t, the Gila Apaches, vigorous·hostilities are prosecuted, as I have already informed you. Want of troops and of forage bas prevented any
operations against the Navajoes. Now that the Mescaleros are subdued, I shall send the
whole of Colonel Carson's regiment against the Navajoes, who still continue to plunder
and murder the people. This regiment will take the field against them early in May. Already I have commenced drawing the companies in from the Mescalero country preparatory
to such movement.
It is my purpose to induce the Mescaleros to settle on a reservation near Fort Sumner
at the Bosque Redondo, on the Pecos river. 'l'he superintendent of Indian affairs for New
Mexico and myself proceed to that point, starting to-day, to have "the talk" with them
with reference to this matter. My purpose is to have them fed and kept there under surveillance j to have them plant a crop this year; to have them, in short, become what is
called in this country a pueblo. If they are once permitted to go at large again, the same
trouble and expense will again have to be gone through with to punish and subdue them.
They will murder and rob unless kept from doing it by fear and force.
'The bishop of Santa Fe will go down with the superintendent and myself, and, if the Indians agree to my terms, will have a talk with them about sending a priest down to teach
them the gospel and open a school for the children. The superintendent will take down
farming implements and other useful articles for the Indians, and an agent will rem3in
with the Indians to instruct them in the use of theEe things.
You will feel pleased to learn that this long-dreaded tribe of murderer;; and robbers is
brought to so promising a condition. Their country around Fort Stanton is fast filling up
with settlers.
I shall return to Santa Fe on the 6th proximo.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
• Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOllfAS,
Adjutant General U.S. Army, Washington, D. G.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Olptain 1st Vd. In f. 0. V., A. A. A. General
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT oF NEw 1'11Exrco,
Santa Fe, N. lfl., April 10, 1863.
CAPTAIN: I herewith enclose for your inform:.ttion a copy of a report made by Major Arthur Morrison, 1st New Mexico volunteers, in relation to a dreadful massacre of a party of
Mexicans, who went to gather s:~,lt on the plains west of Fort Stanton. Thus you see the
remainder of that tribe, still at large, are as hostile as ever. This will admonish you to be
doubly on your guard against the clandestine departure of any of those now at the Bosque
Redondo. Should any of the men of those .M:escaleros now at Bosque Redondo attempt to
escape, after their promises to me to remain quietly there, you will be sure to cause them
to be shot. If they give you much trouble in this resp( ct, seize every animal they have
and have all of them sent to Fort Union, and disarm all the men, even of their uows ancl
arrows. Colonel Collins sends down another plough.
·
I have ordered the part of my escort which belonged to Captain Cremony's company to
Fort Sumner, to strengthen the cavalry portion of your command. Lieutenant Muller is
to return to Santa Fe .
It is possible that Mr. L<tbadie, the Indian agent, will wish to be absent from his duties
a good deal, to the great detriment of the pnblic service. In this event you will report
the fact to these headquarters. He is a good agent if he attends to his business ; if he
does not stay at his post I shall ask for his removal. You had better let him know it.
Large quantities of melons and pumpkins should be planted. The pumpkins dried are
not only a fine article of diet, but are anti-scorbutic to a great degree.
The prospects in the east seem to be brightening. I shall be down in June.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Oomnw.ndin[J.
Captain JosEPH UPDEGRA1'F, U. S. A.,
Fort Sumner, New JJfexico.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Ouptain Ist vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. Gent.ral.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJIIENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., AprillO, 1863.
Sm: I have the honor to enclose herewith the copy of a report made by Major Arthur
Morrison of some dreadful murders by 1\Iescalero. Indians on the plains west of the Sierra.
Blanca, near Fort Stanton.
Yon will be sure to have slain every Mescalero Indian who may be met with at large in.
the vicinity of your post. No woman or child of the tribe will be injured, but such will
be sent as prisoners to ~"ort Sumner. I have bad a talk with the Indians of this tribe now
at Fort Sumner, and told them that if they left that point to return to ~"ort Stanton or its
vicinity without written permission from the commander at Fort Sumner, they would be
shot; that you would have orders to that effect. These are the order,; ; be sure they are
rigidly executed.
Send Captain Abreu's company 011t, or as much of it as can be spared, and endeavor to
recover the stock of Mr. Lugan, of Socorro, Texas, a very worthy man. He seemed to
have owned the '' outfit" of the party sent for the salt.
Detachments must be kept scouting about the Sacramento and Blanca mountains all the
time, in search of Indians. As sGon as more troops arrive, now en route from California,
the strength of your garrison will be increased. Great care should be bestowed on the
gardens for your post. It would be well to put in a good crop of corn at what is known
as the Beach farm, watered by a spring, some ten or fifteen miles below FortSt~.tnton. This
could be planted by the companies at odd times, and sold for the benefit of the company
fund.
·
Respectfully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
COliiMANDING OFFICER, .Fo1·t Stanton.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

108

APPENDIX.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., April 11, 1863.
CoLONEL: There is said to be a man in Taos, or near there, who was for a great many
years a captain with the Navajo Indians, against whom you are about to take the field.
M:r. 1\fanzaneres, of Abiquiu, says he knows their country thoroughly; it will be well for
you to secure his services as a guide. Some of the Ute Indians from the neighborhood of
Abiquiu would like to be employed as trailers, &c. You have my authority to secure the
services of, say, ten of the best Ute warriors, and say four of the best Mexican guides, as spies
and guides for the contemplated campaign against the Navajoes, their services to com'mence when the campaign commences; a reasonable compensation will be allowed them.
It is said several fine guides live near Abiquiu ; we will have none but the best ; our work
is to be thorough, and we must have men to do it.
I shall leave for Fort Wingate on the 13th imtant, and shall be gone some twelve
days. When I return you will doubtless be in Santa Fe.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedier..t servant,
JAMES I-I. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
1st Ntw M£xico Volunteers, Taos, N. JJ[.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\IENTOF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., April12, 1863.
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I returned from Fort Sumner, at the Bosque
Redondo, on the Pecos river, on the 5th infitant. I found, gathered in at that point, four
hundred and fifteen men, women, and children of the Mescalero Apaches, of whom I have
heretofore written to you. The rest of the tribe is still hostile. Those at the Bosque
Redondo have been told that if they behave themselves, and remain quietly at that point,
they will be well cared for and fed until they can raise food for themselves. This they
have promised to do. They have also been told that if they attempt to leave they will
be shot.
It is very important that Fort Sumner be named as a chaplain post. If this is done,
the bishop will send a minister to that point who will teach the Indian children Christianity, and to read and write. I earnestly beg that the Secretary will attend to this re.
quest at once, as great good will doubtless result from it.
To-morrow I proceed to Fort Wingate, in the Navajo country, to tali:e preliminary
measures, and gather information for a campaign against the Navajoes as soon as the grass
starts sufficiently to support stock.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES I-I. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Brigadier General LORENZO THOliiAS,
Adjutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. 0.

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Official :

Captain bt Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A . A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., April 21, 1863.
CAPTAIN : I authorized the quartermaster at Fort Sumner to let the superintendent of
Indian affairs have some beef cattle belonging to the quartermaster's department, with
which to feed Apache Indians, now held near Fort Sumner, New Mexico. The superintendent was to pay whatever price these cattle should prove to be woith, the price to be
d etermined by yourself. Please have this matter adjusted, and the funds received from
the sale incorporated with the funds pertaining to your department.
I am, captain, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding . .

Captain JoHN C. McFERRAN,
Chief Quarlermasttr Department of New 1lfexico, Santa

Official:

Fe,

N. JJf.

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTliENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJ., April 2'1, 1863.
SIR : Y<mr letter of March 18, 1863, in relation to gentlemen who have made inquiries
vf you whether Fort West is to be permanently garrisoned, as in this event those gentlemen .
are desirous of investing in and working the mines of precious metals near the head of the
Gila, I have had the honor to receive; and I beg to reply that unless I am compelled by
confederate forces to abandon the rich country about Pinos Altos and on the Rio Prieta,
it will be held permanently. Our troops have already killed Mangus Colorado, his son, his
brother, and some sixty of his braves, and I am still prosecuting hostilities against the
Gila Apaches, and propose to continue doing so until people can live in that country, and
explore and work the veins of precious metals which we know abound there, with safety.
The country along the Rio Prieta, and further down the Gila, gives promise of wonderful richness in gold and silver. I have two companies out now surveying a road from
Fort Craig to Fort West.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETO ~,
Brigadier Gene1·al, Commanding.
SAMUEL J. JoNES, Esq., Kansas Oity, J1fissouri.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain Ist Vtt. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

Official :

[Extract

J

HEADQUARTERS

DEJ;'ARfl\IE~T

OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., Jfay 1, 1863.
MAJOR: No 1\Iescaleros will have a right, even with a pass, to come back from Fort
Sumner into their country to make mescal. I wish you would write this to Captain Updegraff. Nor will any woman or child return from Fort Sumner. One or two were to be
permitted to come to tell the rest of the tribe to come in.
~:::

~:::

~l

~:::

~::~

::::

~:~

~:::

~:}

~:::

(::

You will kill every Mescalero man that can be found without a passport.
I
major, very respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major JosEPH SmTn,
5th Inf. Gal. Vols., Ocmmanding Fort Stanton, N. M.

a,m,

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. Jf., Jfay 10, 1863.
GENERAL: I am officially informed by the superintendent of Indian affairs for New Mexico, under date of the 9th instant, that persons who have just cro~sed the plains to this
Territory from Missouri state that there is evidence of hostile intentions towards the
whites among the Indians of the great prairies lying between New Mexico and the frontier
of Kansas, Missouri, &c. This feeling, it seems, has manifested itself so far that the agent
in charge of some of these Indians has written to traders and expressed the belief that
there would be a general uprising among those tribes unless steps are taken to prevent it.
If the War Department will station one good regiment of cavalry at old Fort Atkinson, below the lower crossing of the Arkansas, at the lower Cimarron Springs, and on the headwaters of the Cimarron, near Cold Spring, on the old Cimarron route, say four companies
at each point, it would be a timely precaution so far as these Indians are concerned.
This year the merchants of New Mexico have sent larger and more trains to the States
for goods than ever before. Indeed, nearly all of the available capital in this country invested in means of transportation and goods will, in six weeks, be afloat, as it were, on
the great plains. Besides, all of the army supplies for the troops in this Territory will
shortly be on the way out. The danger from attacks by Indians is not the least danger to
provide against. The rebels in Arkansas under Price, and the rebels in Texas, know as
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well as we do just wLat will be upon the road; just how vital all those supplies are to us;
just how poorly they may Le guarded ; and, if they have the enterprise which I believe
they have, they will give us a good deal of trouble by cavalry raids after the grass has
grown; therefore I beg the department to send the force indicated, and keep the garrisons
at Fort L'-uned and Fort Wi8e in good strength in the number and quality of the troops.
This should, in my opinion, be done without delay.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obediE-nt servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
Adjutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official :

Captain

Is~

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A. A . General.

NEw MExrco,
Santa Fe, N. JJI., JJ!ay 10, 1863.
l\'fy DEAR GENERAL: I am aware that every moment of your time is of value to the
country, and I would not presume to ask you even to read this note did I not believe that
what it; herewith enclosed would be of interest to you as a general, and , therefore, as a
statesman. Among all my endeavors since my arrival here, th ere has been an effort to
brush back the Indians, as you have seen from official correspondence, so that the people
t!ould get out of the valley of the Rio Grande, and not only possess themselves of th"e
amble lanps in other parts of the Territory, but, if the country contained veins and deposits of the precious metals, that they might be found. So I re-established Fort Stanton,
and at least a hundred families have gone to that vicinity to open farms, and they are
commencing to find gold there.
I established Fort West, and have driven the Indians away from the head of the Gila,
and they are finding gold and silver and cinnabar there. There is no doubt in my mind
ihat one of the richest gold countries in the world i;; along the affiuents to the Gila, which
enter it from the north along its whole course. Thus you can see one r eason why the
1·ebels want, and why we may not permit them ever to have, a country evidently teeming
with millions on millions of wealth.
Last winter I asked for one hundred thousand dollars to make a wagon road from near
ll'ort Craig to the Gila. My request was not listened to, and I endeavored to open the road
without help. Strategically, you will see its value. Intrinsically, as I then anticipated,
it would be beyond price. .M:y preliminary survey has been u nsuccessful, as you observe
by Captain Anderson' s letter, herewith enclosed. But I do not despair of success. You
will also see by the enclosed notes what signs of mineral wealth are already discovered.
If I only had one more good regiment of California infantry, composed, as that infantry is,
of practical miners, I would place it in the Gila country. While it would exterminate the
Indians, who are a scourge to New Mexico, it would protect people who might wish to go
t here to open up the country, and would virtually be a military colony when the war
ended, whose interests would lead the officers and soldiers to remain in the newEl Dorado .
:Pray give all this a thought. It is not a chimera, but a subject that is worthy of the attention of the government now. California, you remember, was not considered as valuable
an acquisition until its gold startled the whole world. Do not despise New Mexico, as a
drain upon the general government. The money will all come back again.
The report of Captain McCleave I allowed to be printed to make others emulous of the
self-denial, fixedness of purpose, and hard work of these Californians. This McCleave is
~be officer I wrote to you about as one who would not draw his pay while he was a pris()Uer with the Tebels. As a soldier you will see he bas tolerably fair qualities.
I am, general, very sincerely yours,
JAMES H. CARLETON, Brigadier General.
Major General HENRY W. HALLECK,
General-in-Chif, 8rc., Washington, D. G.
:Private.]

Official:

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTliiENT OF

ERASTUS vV. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. I4. C. V., A. A. A. Genual.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARnrENT OF NEw MExrco,
Santa Fe, N. JJJ_, May 11, 1863.
CAPTAIN : Lieutenant Mills will be retained on duty at Fort Sutnner until further orders.
C~ll in Lieutenant Bennet and his picket-guard.
Let your interpreter and guide take turns
in watching vn the routes from Texas. If the Indians give you any trouble, take and burn all
thdr bows and arrows ; take and send to Fort Union aU their rifles and horses. I cannot,
for a short time, send you any more men. So you must work the harder ' and watch the
closer with what you have got.
I am, captain, respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Captain JosEPH UPDEGRAFF,
Commanding Fort Sumner, N. M.

ER,;.STUS W. WOOD,

Official:

Coptain ld Vet. lnf. C. V, A. A. A General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJI., _Afay 29, 1863.
CAPTAIN: Enclosed herewith you will find a copy of a letter from these headquarters,
dated the 24th instant, to Colonel Uollins, superintendent of Indian affairs, informing him
of the inability of the military department to furnish subsistence stores to the Apache Indians at Bosque Redondo after the 31st instant.
'I'he general commanding directs that you be governed accordingly. Colonel Collins reports that Mr. Labadie has been instructed to purchase some sheep, which are said to be in
the neighborhood, for these Apache Indians. If Mr. Labadie fails to supply these Indians
you will report the fact to Colonel Collins.
I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
UYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-O..tn'p.
Captain JosEPn UPDEGRAFF, U.S. A.,
Commanding Fort Sumner, N. JJ[.
EtlASTUS W. WOOD,

Official:

Captain lst Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract.J
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw J\bxrco,
Santa Fe, N . .JJf., May 30, 1863.
GENERAL :
~;
;::;
~~;
,__,
;::;
•::;
,.,
'"'
;::;
Please publish an order complimenting the command of Captain Tidball, including Doctor
Cox, 5th infantry California volunteers, and the citizens who accompanied Captain Tidball, for their zeal, energy, and gallantry in their attack upon the band of Apaches in the
Aravayha canon in Arizona. (Gi>e the exact date of the battle.) Mr. C. Trumbull Hayden seems to have done well in helping punish these savages who delight in roasting their
victims. I remember seeing and burying the bones and ashes of one of the victims they
had tortured by fire, and of burying the bodies of six more, near Apache canon, on the i.\lst
of July, 1862. Poor Sergeant Wheeling and the guide Chaves, whom we lost, have begun
to be avenged.
;::

;:~

;:;

,,,:

-.,:

~:::

;:::

t.i

;;~

~~.:

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Brigadier General JosEPH R. WEST,
D. S. Vols., Commanding D istrict of Ariz:ma, Hart's .illills, Texas.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. G. V., A. A. A.. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N . .Jf. , June 11, 1863.
CAPTAIN: In reply to your communication of May 29, I am directed by the department
commander to say to you that he wishes you to have the Indians at the Bor;que Redondo
continue to plant corn until the 4th day of July. So much of the corn as does not fully
ripen will be purchased by the government for fodder.
The general desires also to know how many acres the Indians have already planted, and
how much ground is under cultivation for the use of the command at your post In such
a climate cr:ops planted very late in the season come to maturity with great rapidity.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER, A. A. General.
Captain JosEPH UPDEGRAFF,
U. S. 5th Infantry , Commanding Fort Su mner, N. ~f.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTliiENT OF N:Ew MExiCo,
Santa Fe, N. Af., June 12, 1863.
M:osT REVEREND SIR: Enclosed herewith please find an order from the Secretary of War,
creating Fort Sumner a chaplain post. I beg respectfully that you will name some clergyman of energy, and of all those qualities of patience, good temper, assiduity and interest
in the subject so necessary in one who is wanted to teach the ~ndian children now at Fort
Sumner, not only the rudiments of an education, but the principles and truths of Christianity.
The person whom you might select for so important and intere~ting a trust will doubtless be selected by the council.
Respectfuliy, your 0beclient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Comrnandiug.
Right Reverend Bishop LAMEz, Santa Fe, N. 111.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD.
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V:, A. A. A. Ge'neral.

HEADQUARTERS

DEPART~IENT

OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. AI, June 12, 1863.
GENERAL: I beg that you will leave no stone unturned to get the troops which are ordered up the country from your district on the march to their several destinations at once.
I have written to Colonel Rigg to send Hind'!:! company to Franklin with all practicable
despatch. The organization of the expedition against the Navajoes has been approved by
the vVar Department, and it is desirable to have the troops in tue field before the grain is
gathered. So I count on celerity of movement frclm below.
I am, general, respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General JosEPH R. WEsT,
U. S. Vols., Commanding Distri1t of Arizona, Hart's 1lfills, Ttxas.
Official:

EllASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. (]. V:, A. A. A. Geneml.

HEADQUARTERS

DEPARTliE~T

Santa

Fe,

OF NEW MEXICO,
N. M., June 13, 1863 . .

CAPTAIN : Enclosed herewith please find the copy of a letter to the chief commissary to
send to the Pueblo Cvlorado, Navajo country, a certain amount of sub;;L>tence stores which
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will weigh, in gross weight, 236,813 pounds. For these stores transportation will be required. The stores should be at Los Pinos so as to move theiice under the escort of troops
on the 1st proximo.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain JoHN C. McFERRAN,

Chief Quartermaster, Santa Fe, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Oaptain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. 11[, June 14, 1863.
1''
GENERAL:
~·
~~
~
'·'
,..,
''
;;:;
~:;
,.,
There are rumors, coming through the Comanches, that a force of Texans will attack the
trains en route to New Mexico from the western frontiers. It would be a wise precaution,
in my opinion, to station a regiment of cavalry as indicated in my letter to yourself, dated
May 17, 1863.
The troops destined to operate against theN avajoes, will take the field on the 1st proximo.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, eommanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THo:r.IAS,
Adjutant Gmeral U. S A , Washington, D. 0.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V:, A. A. A. General .

Official:

Private.]

•

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMli1NT OF NEW MEXICo,
Santa Fe, N. Jf., June 14, 1863.
MY DEAR GENERAL: I enclose herewith for yvur perusal copies of two letters just received
by Chief Justice Benedict from a kinsman who is a member of a prospecting party which
left the Rio Grande, under the leadership of old Captain Walker of Rocky mountain and
California celebrity.
There is no doubt, from Benedict's character, that all he says of the mineral wealth of
the region southwest of the San Francisco mountains is under rather than over the mark.
I have seen the gold he sent to Judge Benedict; it is coarse and seems to be of the first
quality. By taking Whipple's wagon-road via Zufii, the Cosnino caves, and thence across
the headwaters of the IUo Verde to a stream marked on the map of New Mexico, published
by the War Department in 1859, Val de Chino, I believe this gold region would be reached
by a fine practicable wagon-road within three hundred and fifty miles from Albuquerque.
I will send word to this Mr. Benedict that if he and Walker will come through from
these gold fields to Albuquerque, I will employ Walker as guide, and send a military
force of, say, two companies of California volunteers through to that point, and there establish a military post for the protection of miners until they become strong enough to
protect themselves. In this case it would be well to have a first-rate topogra;Jhical engineer to make an authentic map of this terra inc.ognita, and fix its principal geographical
features instrumentally. This, g-eneral, is a matter that, in all laudable ways, should have
the immediate help and fostering care of the government. I trust, amid all your cares and
anxieties, you will have time to give this subject a thought. There is every evidence that
8

.·

114

APPENDIX.

a country as rich if not richer in mineral wealth than California, extends from the Rio
Grande, northwestwardly, all the way across to Washoe. If I could have but one firstrate regiment m'ore of infantry I could brush the Indians away from all that part of it east
of the Colorado river.
The 'troops for the campaign against the Navajoes take the field on the 1st proximo.
I am, general, very truly, yours,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major General HENRY W . HALLECK,
General-in-Chief U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain let Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., June 14, 1863.
GENERAL: I beg respectfully that you will order Major Mayer, 1st New Mexico volunteers, (who went east without proper authority, and who was afterwards on sick leave in
New York, and who now figures somewhere as an assistant provost marshal, as I learn,) to
join his regiment without delay. The regiment, Colonel Carson's, is ordered to take the
field against the Navajoes, and Major Mayer's services are greatly needed. If be cannot
join, (it iii understood that he will resign rather than return to this country,) some other
major should be appointed to fill his place.
I am, general, respectfully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Gentral, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOMAS,
Adjutant General U. S. A , Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., June 17, 1863.
GENERAL: Enclosed herewith plaase find an order organizing an expedition against the
Navajoes, and likewise a request from Colonel Carson, the distinguished commander of
the expedition, asking authority to employ one hundred Ute Indians to act as auxiliaries to
his force. I beg respectfully to submit, with my approval, this request to the Adjutant
General, for the consideration of the War Department, believing the money expended in
the employment of these Indians for the purpose indicated will be profitably laid out. The
Utes are very brave, and fine shots, fine trailers, and uncommonly energetic in the field.
The Navajoes have entertained a very great dread of them for many years. I believe one
hundred Ute Indians would render more service in this war than more than double their
number of troops. They could be mustered as a company, or, preferably, could be employed
as spies and guides.
It is important, if the employment of these Indians be authorized, that I be so informed
at the earliest practicable date.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOMAS,
Adjutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPAUTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N . M, June 22, 1863.

MY DEAR CAPTAIN: I have seen two letters written by Mr. Benedict to Judge Benedict,
setting forth the wonderful discoveries which yourself and pi:i.rty have made. I have written to the War De partment and to Geneml Halleck on the subject. The surv.jyor general
of New Mexico proceeds to visit your new gold regions, and when he returns will make e~.n
official report on their probable extent and value, so that the government can be well informed on the subj ect. If you can do so, when General Clark has completed his observations, I desire that you will come by Whipple's route, by Zuiii to Albuquerque, with General Clark and escort, so that I may employ you as a guide for a couple of companies of
troops which I will send to establish a military post in the very heart of the gold country.
These companies you can guide b~ck by th e best practicable route for wagons. I am satisfied that Albuquerque will be the point from which you will draw your supplies. The
people who will flock into the country, around the San Francisco mountains, will soon
open farms and have stock enough for the miues. All they want is military protection on
the road and in that country until they have got a good foothold, then they will take care
of themselves.
I am just commencing active operations against the Navajoes. I enclose an order which
organizes the expedition. You see the new fort will be at Pueblo, Colorado, about twentyeight miles southwest of old Fort Defiance, and this will be the nearest point for your
people to get supplies in case of accident. The sutler there will doubtless have a large
stock of goodt:~, and I will tell him about keeping on hand such articles of prime necessity.
as you all might require. I send you a map of the country, so that you may know about
where Fort Canby will be situated. I send you another similar map, on which you can
trace your new gold fields.
If I can be of any serviee to yourself or party, it will afford me pleasure to help you. If
I can help others to a fortune, it will afford me not quite as much happiness as finding one
myself, it is true-but nearly as much. My luck has always been not to be at the right
place at the right time for fortunes. I have been a little too far ahead, or else a little too
much behind, for that. Yourself and your party deserve success for your industry and perseverance. Hoping that each of you will receive abundant reward for your past toil and
hardships and danger,
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Captain JosEPH WALKER,
At the Walker mines, Arizona.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V:, A.. A A.. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., June 22, 1863.
CAPTAIN : I send you a map of New Mexico, on which I desire that you will trace your
route to and from the new gold field~, in obedience to orders to go as au escort to SurveyoF
General Clark.
Have great care taken of your animals. When you arrive at the new diggings, I want
each of your men to prospect and wash, and I want you to report the exact time they severally work and the amount of gold each one obtains in return for his labor during that
time Much reliance will be placed upon these statistics. The people must not be deceived, nor be inveigled into that distant desert country without knowing well what they
may expect to find. If the country is as rich as represented-and of this I have no doubtthere will, on your return, be a revolution in matters here which no man now can even
dream of. I have written to the authorities at Washington, that if the country is rich as
reported, on your return I shall send two companies of California troops to establish a post
right in the heart of the gold region. Your company may perhaps be one of them. So
you will have an eye to the best location for a post of one company of infantry and one of
cavalry. In returning by the Whipple route to Albuquerque, mark the country well for
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the wholA way from the gold region. Take your best, men with you, and things to wash
-;vith. Send me a few specimens for the War Department on your return. Wishing you
good fortune,
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain N ATIIANIEL J. PisHON,
First Cavalry California Volunteers, Fort Oraig, N. 111.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0 V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. 111, June 23, l1'J63.
CoLONEL: I enclose herewith General Orders No. 15, current series from these headquarters, which organizes the expedition against the Nav,Jjo Indians. It is hoped now that
tht> people of New Mexico will become more secure in their persons and property. As soon
as the troops take the field, the small bands of Navajo robbers now infesting the settlements will doubtless return to their country to look after the safety of their women and
children, and as long as the troops are engaged in active operations against their tribe they
will not have a disposition to come in on the river.
You remember what I told Barboncito and Delgadito about what would be required of
all Navajoes who did not want to engage in the war, or be sufferers from it: that while
hostilitieo were progressing against their tribe no peace party of N avajoes coulrl remain in
the country; that all those Navajoes who claimed not to have murdered and robbed the
inhabitants must come in and go to the BoEque Redondo, where they would be fed and protected until the war was over ; that unless they were willing to do this, they would be
considered hostile and would be proceeded against accordingly; that in this event, if they
or their families suffered, these consequences would be the result of their refut:ing to accede
to such a reasonable demand, and the responsibility would rest upon them, not upon me ;
that a time would be set for all those who desired to avail themselves of the offer to come
in with their families to Fort Wingate; that they should be transported to Bosque Redondo
in our trains, &c.
Send for Delgadito and Barboncito agaia and repeat what I before told them, and tell
them that I shall feel very sorry if they refuse to come in ; that we have no desire to make
war upon them artd other good Navajoes; but the troops cannot tell the good from the bad,
and we neither can nor will tolerate their staying as a peace party among tho ~ e against
whom we intend to make war. Tell them they can have until the twentieth day of July
of tbis year to come in-they and all those who belong to what they call the peace party;
that after that day every Nava;"o that is seen will be considered as hostile and treated accordingly; that
after that day the door now open will be closed. Tell them to say all this to their people,
and that as sure as that the sun shines all this will come true.
I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. C' ARLETON,
Brigaditr General, Commanding.
Lieutenant Colonel J. FRANCisco CHAVEZ,
First New Mexico Volunteers, commanding at Fort Wingate, N. M.
[Copy of this letter furnishd Colonel Carson, June 23, 1863. J
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTllfENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N . iJJ.., June 23, 1863.
SIR: Enclosed herewith please find an order from the War Department making Fort
Sumner a chaplain post. As soon as I received this order, I addressed a letter to the Right
Reverend Bishop Lamez, and requested that he would recommend some minister for this
important position-it being the purpose in having a chaplain at Fort Sumner, for such
chaplain, in addition to his other and regular duties, to instruct the Apache Indians in the
truths and principles of the Christian religion, and to teach their children to read and
write. Enclosed herewith I have the honor to send you a letter from the bishop recom-
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mending the Reverend Joseph Fialon to be appointed chaplain of your post. Mr. Fialon
is now in France, but will be back in August. See for your guidance pages 209 and 210 of
the revised regulations. As the duties will be very heavy, I trust the council will be considerate in the rate of pay recommended.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
CoM~lANDING

OFFICER, Fort Sumner, N. M.

Offichtl:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st

Vet. Inf. C. V, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT

OF

NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., June 26, 1863.
G~;NERAL: I have written a letter to Captain Walker, which goes down to Fort Craig to
yom care. It is hoped and expected that he will come with you as guide on Whipple's
route via Zuni.
Since you left, I have seen a gentleman named Groom, who last fall came from the new
gold diggings on the Colorado river, ascending Williams's fork to the San Francisco mountains, and thence in by Zufii to Fort Wingate and Albuquerque. He is very anxious toreturn to the new gold fields, having always entertained the purpose of doing so as soon as
he wRs able. I have told him to go to Fort Craig and consult with yourself, Colonel Rigg,
and Captain Pitihon on the subject of your journey. He is firmly of the opinion that he can
~!.Uide the party to the point indicated in Mr. Benedict's letter as the one where most gold
was found-by the route from Zuni. If this can be done, a great dii;tance will be saved,
much very hot weather upon the desert avoided, and, better than all, much time gained.
The subject is left whol1y to your decision. In case you determine to go from Fort Craig
via Zulli, and so on on Whipple's route, Captain McFerran and myself have come to the conclusion that with three good wagons and teams you can take flour, bacon, sugar, coffee,
salt, &c, enough for the party for seventy-odd days, and travel light. You should take
some pack-saddles complete, with ropes, wan ties, &c., perfect, that when near the San Francisco mountains, if it become necess,lry or advisable to leave a camp or leave your wagons,
y u can proceed on to the gold fields without embarrassment. Great care and forecast
must be exercised to have everything which will be indispensably necessary, and not an
ounce ruore. In ca:;;e you conclude to go by the Zulli route, then Mr. Groom can be employed by Colonel Rigg as a guide. From Fort Craig to Zulli there is a wagon-road over
which troops have travelled, and Captain McFerran mys there are men living at Socorro,
and in tbe neighborhood of Fort Craig, who know this route. One of them Colonel Rigg
can employ to pilot you out on to the Whipple route wherever it may be necessary to strike
it. whether at or this side of Zulli. Tbis guide can go through with you. Once on the
\\'hippie route, then Mr. Groom's knowledge will be available. In case no such guide can
be found for the country between Fort Craig and the Whipple route, your party can come
up the river to Las Lunas and go out on the road via Fort Wingate. In this event, you need
take from Fort Craig only rations enough to last to Wingate, and there lay in the supply
for the remainder of the journey. This will !:'ave your stock for the rest of the work.
All these remarks have been made having in view the decision to go via Zuni. In case
you go by the Fort West route, as originally suggested, Mr. Groom, being an old and expeIienced packer, can be employed in that captlcity. You will find him a very §?;entlemanly
and intelligent man. He br.~s had misfortunes and is entirely destitute, but from what
I have seen of him, and what I have heard of him. he seems to be worthy of consideration,
kindness, confidence, and help. He is known to Colonel Rigg.
Great care and vigilance mm;t be ex01 cis~d with regard to Indians. Never be off your
gu:=trd ; never become careless; be sure when your stock is grazinC!,' to have men with arms in
their hands always with them, and always on the alert and awake. I cannot impress this
matter too strongly npon your mind. In my experience I have found that to travel mornings and eveJJings, o.od to lie by in the heat of the day, keeps the stock in better order than
to make the whole march without turning oui, to graze. I wh;h you luck.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.

General JoHN A. CLARK,
Surveyor General of N~w .flfexico, Furt Craig, N . .flf.

Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vtt . Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General .
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., June 26, 1863.
COLONEL: I send you this note by Mr. Groom, whom you know. I have written to General Clark that if, upon consultation with yourself and Captain Pishon and Mr. Groom, it
shall seem expedient to go to the new gold fields via Zufii, you are authorized to employ
Mr. Groom as a guide, at a reasonable compensation. In the event of a decision among
you to go that way, starting across the country directly from Fort Craig to the Whipple
route, you are authorized to employ some good person as guide unt!l that road is struck.
This latter person's services will be continued throughout the journey to and from the gold
fields. After the Whipple road is struck, he can act as a spy and herder, &c In case it is
concluded to go via Fort \Vest and Tucson and the Pimo villages, you are authorized to
employ Mr. Groom as a packer, at a reasonable compensation.
Great care should be taken to fit out thit> party down to the minutest detail. Some medicines should be taken along, some lint, bandages, a field tourniquet, &c., &c. The wagons
should be minutely inspected, the boxes looked at, and extra linchpins, hame·strings, buckskins for mending harness, rope for packing, two lanterns made secure from breakage, (in
case a man is wounded by night,) axle-grease, and auger, saw, some wrought nails, &c., &c.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, .
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel EDWIN A. RIGa,

Commanding at Fort Craig, N. M.
NoTE.-In case the party goes by Fort Wingate, provisions for the trip can be got there·
J.H.C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Gaplnin 1st Vet. Inf. G. V., A. A. A . General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPART:I!IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. lf, June 27, 1863.
MAJOR: I enclose herewith for your information a copy of a letter received from commanding officer at Fort McRae, New Mexico, giving an account of an attack made upon Cap·
tain Pfieffer, first New Mexico volunteers, by a party of Mescalero Apaches. The general
commanding directs m~ to say to you t!Jat be considers it unnecessary to point out the course
you should pursue in case any of these Indians should be found lurking around Fort Stanton. No measure, except one of great severity, should be resorted to with Indians such as
those referred to in the enclosed communication.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,

Assistant Adjutant General.
Major JosEPH SMITH,

Fifth Inf. G. V, Commanding Fort Stanton, N M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. G. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS

DEPARTMI~NT

OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N Jf., June 28, 1863.
CAPTAIN ; By reference to a Jetter to myself from the War Department, da ted May 20,
1863, a copy of which was forwarded to you on the 12th instant, it is evidently contemplated that all sub:;istence stores intended for Indians, which are furnished by the military,
should be furnished by the Subsistence department solely. Therefore, in order that these
matters may not be complicated even indirectly by a sale of cattle by the Quartermaster's
department. to the Indian department, as heretofore authorized, the cattle which have been
transferred to the Indian department hy Lieutenant Barr, as acting assistant quartermaster
at Fort Sumner, as well as all quartermader cattle which had previously been 81aughtered
at that post for issue to Indians, will at once be paid for by the chief commissary. The
chief commissary will then make the sale, and receive the money for all the cattle delivered
to the Indian department on the hoof, as before mentioned, and will make the "abstracts
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of the issues'' alluded to in the letter from the War Department of May 20, 1863, "to the
Commissary General, in order that it may be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for
settlement.''
I am, captain, very -respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain JoHN C. McFERRAN, U. S. A.,
Chief Quartermaster Department of New Mexico, Santa Fe, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. G. V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe; N. M., June 28, 1863.
GENERAL: Your letter of the 20th instant, announcing that Lieutenant Bargie, first New
Mexico volunteers, had been killed by Miembres Indians, has just been receiveri.. The express for below waiting, I have .but a moment in which to write. 'l'hat you will take
prompt and efficient measures to punish these Indians, and render the road more safe, I
have no doubt. The presence of Fritz's company at Fort Stanton is greatly needed, as I
have been obliged to call for .Abreu's company for the Navajo campaign, which leaves Major
Smith with but one company, and the Indians in that neighborhood are getting troublesome. I am expecting to hear of the arrival of Green's company at Fort McRae, and that
companies C and H, first infantry, have arrived at or are near Los Pinos.
~
a
o
a
o
a
o
o
o
o
a
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General Josl<lPH R. WEsT,
U. S. Vols., commanding District of Arizona, Hart's Mills, Texas.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet . Inj. G. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M, June 29, 1863.
GENERAL: Enclosed herewith please find the official copies of letters from the district 0f
Arizona, giving an account of Indian murders on the Jornado del Muerto on the 16th and
20th instants.
Lieutenant L. A. Bargie, first New Mexico volunteers, who was murdered and mutilated,
was from Washington city.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENzo THOMAS,
AdJutant General of the Army, Washington, D. G.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet . Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. 11£., July 2, 1863.
MAJOR : When this reaches you, you will have heard of the murder by Indians of
expressmen bringing mai.l from B'ort Stanton to Sa.nta Fe. Please to get all the particulars of these and other Indian atrocities recently committed in your vicinity, and report
them officially and at length.
Captain .Abreu's company must march at once to L:>s Pinos.
Report the amount of government stock lost by Indians near your post, and the exact
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amount remaining on hand. Have your command on the alert, and let us bear that any
Indian men at large in your vicinity without a written pass have been destroyed. No
mercy must be shown to them. vVe have suffered too much from them already. I understand they tortured by fire the expressmen.
Much reliance is placed upon your ability to rid your neighborhood of these murderers.
When Captain Fritz comes you can use his company by detachments-each one under an officer
-in scouring the country. Vigilance and energy and continued effort will sooner or later
attain the desired end. The men, whether as scouts or herders, must never be off their
guard.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON.
Brigadier. General, Commanding.
Major JosEPH SMITH,
Fifth Inf. C. V. , Commanding at Fort Stanton, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. .Llf., July 29, 1863.
CAPTAIN: Colonel McMullen will relieve you in command of Fort Union on the fourth
pr0ximo. On the fifth proximo you will leave with your company for Camp Easton, and
Captain Hollister will on that day leave Fort Union with company "C" United States
7th Infantry for Fort Stanton. This letter is written thus early, in advance of the receipt
by you of the order, that you may have these two companies in readiness at a.ll points
to move promptly on the day r:pecified. Each company will be provided with five thousand rounds of ammunition in boxes, besides twenty rounds of ammunition to be carried
by each soldier in his cartridge-lwx. Great care must be taken, particularly with the
company ordered to Fort Stanton, to have kegs or barrels sufficient to carry two gallons
of water per man, as there are long distances on the Fort Stanton road where water is not
to be found, unless we have a timely fall of rain.
The Indians are not only numerous but very hostile around Fort Stanton, and Major
Smith, commanding at that post, asks for more troops successfully to pw·sne them, and
at the same time garrison his post and guard his h erd. The Indians are said to be bad on
your route to Camp Ectston. I mention this that you and Captain Hollister may be on
your guard all the time, having reference to the safety of your animals by night and by
day.
You will promptly attack and destroy any and all grown male Indians whom you may
meet between Fort Union and Camp Easton. Women and children will not be harmed,
but will be taken prison\~rs, and will be securely guarded until further orders.
A copy of this letter is herewith enclosed for Captain Hollister, who will be governed by
the same rules with regard to any Indians he may meet between Fort Union and Fort
Stanton.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadie1· General, Commanding.
Captain PETER W. L. PLYMPTON, U. S. A., Fort Union, N. JJI.
Official :
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnj. C. V., A. A. A . Gmeral.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N M., July 29, 1863.
MAJOR: If Captain Abreu's company bas not left Fort Stanton for the Navajo campaign
when you receive this letter, detain it until further orders.
There is not, in my judgment, any necessity for a picket down the Pecos below your post,
for the present. Your whole attention will be devoted to hunting and killing Indians,
until none are to be found in your part of the Territory. Women and children are to be
spared, to be sent to Fort Sumner as occasion may offer.
I send you company '' C" United States 7th infantry. These officers and men have been

APPENDIX.

121

a long time in garrison, and will not only hope to be kept in the field, but will be kept in
the field hunting and killing Indians until you are no more annoyed by the savages . At that moment report the fact, as the company is greatly needed at another point.
This company and t.he California infantry company-seeing who can do the best-will
' have a generous emulation in scouring the Capitan, Blanco, and Sacramento mountains.
The " California boys" must look out for their laurels.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major JosEPH S:r.uTn,
Commanding at Fort Stanton, N. M.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS D.EPARTl\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N . .Jf., July 30, 1863.
GENERAL: I have just received your letter of the 18th instant, giving an account of the
capture by Indians of mules and wagons in Cook's calion, and of the fine conduct of
Sergeant Hoyt, of company "D '' 1st infantry California volunteers. Please make a recommendation for Sergeant Hoyt's promotion in a letter having no reference to other
matters. It will afford me great pleasure to aid in getting a commission for so gallant a
soldier. Captain French's little fight was creditable; but he always does well.
Respectfully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General JosEPII R. WEsT,
U. S. Vols., Com. District of Arizona, Ihrt's llfills, Texas
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V, A: A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santt~ Fe, N. .Jf, July 31, 1863.
l\1AJo&: The general commanding directs me to say to you that, by the company which
will leave Fort Union on the 5th of August next fllr your post, Uaptain McFerran will
send twenty-five horses for Captain !!'ritz's company.
The general hopes to hear of your better success against the Indians in your vicinity,
after the arrival of this re-enforcement of men and horses.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CYRUS H. IJE FORREST, Aide·de-Camp.
Major JosEPII SMITH,
Commanding at Fort Stanton, N. llf.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A . A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa .Fe, N. .Jf., August 1, 1863
GF.NERAL: Enclosed herewith please find the last advicr s from Chihuahua, Mexico, received
at these he:i dquartcrs. Mr. Creel's letter, dated July 15, 1863, you will find to give the
true feeling of the Mexican people in Chihuahua.
The extraordinary developments of gold and silver in Arizona, which I write to you
about in another letter by this mail, are but one example of the gold and Hilver in Chihuahua, Sonora, and Sinaloa, which states the French want, and which we should never
permit them to have.
Re5pectfully, I am, general,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Cummanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
Ac(jutant General D. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official :
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Oaptain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V,, A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 2, 1863.
GENERAL: On the 21st of last June I wrote to you a letter, enclosing copies of
several communications in relation to extraordinary discoveries of gold and silver in Arizona Territory, particularly at a point or region lying southwestwardly from the San
Francisco mountains, west of Albuquerque, New Mexico. I now herewith enclose two
other communications from Mr. Benedict and a man named Jack Swilling, both reliable
men, on the same subject. These communications speak for themselves.
There cannot be a doubt, from these and from other reliable sources, that all that is said of these
discoverzes is true.

You will see by the last return of the troops in this department that the effective
strength is less than three thousand men. Of these, nearly eleven hundred are in active
operations in a campaign against the Navajo Indians, and many of the remainder are
constantly employed in active operations against the Apaches, who are scattered through
the country in small bands, committing murders and robberies almost daily. The cavalry force in this country is entirely inadequate to pursue successfully these lawleEs savages. There were seven companies of the 1st cavalry California volunteers, which, last
winter, General Wright wrote should be sent one by one across the desert, to New
Mexico, as fast as they were raised. Of these, none have come, nor do I bear of their
coming. Even if they started soon, it would be winter before they would arrive. I
beg respectfully to urge upon the War Department the absolute necessity of sending to
this department, at the earliest practicable moment, one full regiment of cavalry. The
forage here this year is more abundant than ever, and when our stores now en route arrive
we shall have an abundance of everything for their wants.
As soon as the surveyor general, Clark, returns and makes an official report on the richness and extent of the new gold fields, it U'ill be absolutely necessary to post troops in that
section of the country ; indeed, the capital of Arizona will be sure to be established there.
All of the people of Tucson, our teamsters, and employes generally, who could possibly
get away, have already left for that region. Thef'e troops, together with those we need
here, additional to what we have, will fall below the mark of what are required. There
U'ill be many desertions. It is therefore incumbent on the War Department to take timely
measures, so that troops to come may reach here before the grass is dry on the prairies or the winter sets in.
There is a rumor here that a fine regiment of Wisconsin cavalry is operating somewhere between this country and the States. Could not that regiment be sent here before the fall mont.hs are over ?
The subject of these new discoveries demands the immediate and serious attention of
the government.
Please, if any troops are ordered here, to reply by telegraph to Julesburg, to come by
express from Denver, so that I may have hay cut while there is yet time.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
Adfutant General of the Army, Washington, D. 0.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OP NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 3, 1863.
CAPTAIN : Send a company of infantry from your post to scour the eastern slope of
the Sandia mountain country, from 'fejerras cafion northwardly towardd the Placer
mountains, with instructions to kill every male Navajo or Apache lndian who is large
enough to bear arms, and who may be living in the fastnesses of the region above described. You are authorized to hire two good guides at a reasonable compensation.
The company will keep the field for thirty days. It will start at once.
I am, captain, very respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Captain WILLIAM H. LEWIS, U. S. A.,
Commanding at Albuquerque, N. M.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C.

y:,

A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 3, 1863.
CAPTAIN : Send a company of infantry from your post to scour the country thoroughly
from Abo Pass northwardly along the eastern slope of the Manzana mountains to Tejerras
canon. The troops will not go into any of the towns lying east of the Manzana mountains, but will be kept busily scouting, and will be instructed to kill every Navajo or
Apache Indian large enough to bear arms whom they may find. No women or children
will ue killed ; these will be captured and held until further orders . It is believed that
in the fastnesses of those mountains are many of these Indians. They will doubtless be
found well up toward or at the crest of the ridge. There are points along the western
base where there is water which can be reached by wagons with rations from time to
time. 'Ihe subsistence to be carried in the mountains will be bacon, flour, sugar and
coffee. These will be carried by the men in haversacks, and by a few pack-mules from one
point to another, where a wagon can reach the base of the mountains, as the command
progresses northward. The details bow best to accop1plish this are left to your good
judgment. The company will be in the field for thirty days, and will start at once. You
are authorized to hire two good guides, at a reasonable compensation, to go with it,
and two or three packers.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain SAMUEL ARCHER, U. S. A.,
Commanding at Los Pinos, N. M.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl'IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 4, 1863.
CoLONEL: I have been informed that there is a spring called OJo de Cibolo, about fifteen
miles west of Limitar, where the Navajoes drive their stolen cattle and "jerk" the flesh at
their Jebure. Cannot you make arrangements for a party of resolute men from your
command to be stationed there for, say, thirty days, and kill every Navajo and Apache
they can find ? A cautious, wary commander, hiding his men, and moving about at night,
might kill off a good many Indians near that point.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON.
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel EDWIN A. RIGG,
Commanding at Fort Craig, N. lJl.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW M"EXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 5, 1863.
MAJOR: In reply to your communication of July 31, 1863, relative to an extract from
department Special Orders No. 33, current series, ordering Captain Abreii 's company to
Los Pinos, I am directed by the general commanding to say to you that, doubtless, the
order for Captain Abreii to remain for the present at Fort Stanton was received before the
company had left for Los Pinos; that the horses ordered to be sent from Fort Union for
that company were not sent, from some unaccountable oversight or neglect at that post,
but were sent in anothAr direction.
The commanding general expects that you will clear the whole Bonita country of every
Indian in it. The company of the 7th United States infantry must be kept in the field
to help, as it is to go to another post as soon as this work is done.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de· Camp.
Major .TosEPH SMITH,
Commanding at Fort Stanton, N. M.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
San(a Fe, N. M . , August 6, 1863.
CoLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st instant.
You will senti the eleven recruits, lst New Mexico volunteers, whom you report as just
arrived at your post, to Los Pinos by the first practicable opportunity-say by the first
train that comes up after the receipt of this communication. You will forward to the
same point all recruits for that regiment received from below as soon as practicable after
their arrival at Fort Craig. They are much needed in the Navajo country. Keep these
beadq uarters ad vised of when you send such recruits, and transmit a list of their names.
~::;
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It is sincerely hoped, and expected, that you will be able to arrange some plan by which

the predatory b-mds of Indians infesting your district may be destroyed. This is a subject
that not only dPmands your attention, b~Jt your action. The troops must be kept after
the Indians, not in big bodies, with military noises and smokes, and the gleam of arms
by day, and fires, and talk, and comfortable sleeps by night; but in small parties moving
stealthily to their haunts and lying patiently in wait for them ; or by following their tracks
day after day with a fixedness of purpose that never gives np. In this way, as large
a command as that at Craig ought not to be run over or hooted at by a few naked
Indians armed with bows and arrows. Some flour, bacon, a little coffee, and sugar,
thrown on a pack-mule, with the men carrying, say, two or three dctys' rations in their
haversacks, and it will surprise the country what a few resolute m en can do. If a hunter
goes after deer, he triet> all sorts of wiles to get within gunshot of it. An Indian is a
more watchful and a more wary animal than a deer. He mu:,t be hunted with skill ; he
cannot be blundered upon ; nor will he allow his pursuers to come upon him when he
l~:nows it, unless he is the stronger.
I have made these few remarks because I deoire you to impress upon your officers and
men the 11tter folly of going after Indians unless these rules are observed. I once, in
this country, with some good trackers under Kit Carson, followed a trail of Apaches for
over a fortnight. I caught them. Others can do as well.
I am, colonel, respectfully, your obdicnt servant,
JAMES H CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Colonel EDWIN A Rraa,
Commanding at Fott Craig, N. Af.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C V:, A. A. A. Ger1eral.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. AI., August 6, 1863.
GENERAL: Cause the arms and ammunition sent from the department of the Pacific for
the Pimo Indians to be placed in the hands of those Indians without delfty, with such
restrictions as will best subserve the interests of the government, and will intmre that
the Pimos use them in ar-sisting to make war upon the Apaches, as far as it is practicable to get such assurance from Indians.
I am, genmal, very respectfully, your obedient !:'ervant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
B1·igadier General, Commanding.

Brigadier GenPral JosEPH R. 'VEST,

F. S. V.1l8., Com. .Distnct of Arizona, !tart's Mills, Texas. ·
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. (). V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract.]
HEADQU.\RTERS DEPARTMENT 8F NEw ~1Exrco,
Santa Fe, N. At., August 6, 1863.
GENERAL :
~:'
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In reply to your note of July 27th ultimo, I have the honor to say that the
letter asking for a comp1.ny from Fort Craig, to co-operate with M;tjor McCleave in
his efforts against the Indians, was sent to Colonel Rigg, and your request ordered to
be carried out. The following was the indorsement :
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"July 15. This letter is respectfully referred to the commander at Fort Craig; who wi11
send company K, 1st infantry California volunteers, to the points mentioned by Major
McCleave, and this company will be instructed to proceed with great caution, without
noise of trumpets or drums, or loud talking, or the firing of guns, except in battle ; to
march silently, mostly by night; to .build fires of dry twigs. that no smoke may arise from
. them ; to have no fires by night ; to kill every Indian man they can find ; to be gone
thirty days; to have pack-mule transportation where wagons cannot go ; to remember
that California troops always find and whip the Indians ; to excel in this respect all
other California .troops."
This indorsement was on a letter from Major McCleave to General ·west, dated June
25, and enclo~ed in a letter from General West to these headquarters.
>;:1
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I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAME~ H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigatiier General JosEPH R. WEST,
U S. Vols., Com. Di~trict of Arizona, Hart's llfills, Texas.
Official:

ERA'ITUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. Inj. C. V, A. A. A. General.

HJo;ADQUARTERS DEPARTi\fENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M, Augnst 7, 1863.
When Lieutenant Wardwell leaves your post to return scouting towards Santa
Fe, it will be well for you to send along with him all persons casually at your post, who
belong to other commands, if they are fit for duty. He mu~t not be embarrassed by sick
men, as he is ordered to hunt and fight Indians all the way back. Give him twenty days'
rations and written orders that he will diligently spend that time in hunting Indians. He
will go near no town or village on his way back He will keep notes of every day's
marches and work, and make to these headquarters a detailed report on his return. Instruct him to do all tltis. >:::
~
'::<
':~
':::
<-<
':'
'"'
Your animals must be carefully herded by a guard of suitable strength and suitable vigilance. I hope not to hear that the United 8tates herds have been run off again. If we.
cannot protect our own stock we can hardly protect that of the people. If one or two
men make large circuits every day, morning and evening, about your post and about your
herd, if they are at all expert, they will cut all trails in the neighbor hood. There are a
thousand ways to know if Indians are about which should be practiced. Thus far the Indians about Fort Stanton, I am sorry to say, have had rather the best of it.
MAJOR:
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The company of the 7th infantry is to be kept in the field until all the Intiians have been
driven from your part of thfl country; then it is to go to another post. Keep your command busy scouting. The Indians must not run over us rough-shod. It ~:;eems to me
that we are as smart as they are, and can arrange some plan by which we can surpri~:;e
and destroy them. It is said the few remaining Mescaleros in your country, numbering
about seventy men, women, and children, have been joined by small parties of Navajoes,
and that they are operating together. They talk the same language.
I am very anxious to hear that you have made an impression upon those IndianA.
Make a written report of all your commaod has done from the time one express left until
you send the next, and so on.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAME~ H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major JosEPH SMITH,
Gvmmandmg at Fort Stc~nton, N. Jf.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. lnj. G. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N JJ!., August 7, 1863.
CoLONEL : I have beard a rumor that you have had some success against the Navajoes,
and have felt surprised that an official report from you on the subject could not have
reached me as soon as the rumor.
JIJake a note of this: You will send me a weekly report, in detail, of the operations of yom
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command, a certified copy of which I desire to send to Washington by each mflil, if pos~ible.
Let me lmow all about the crops destroyed, thtir extent and location ; all about
the stock captured-when, where, by whom, and the kind and number; all about the
Navajoes killed, and the exact number of captured women and children . The prisoners
are all to be sent to Santa Fe, to my care, by every safe and practicable opportunity.
Be sure and make timely requisitions for supplies
Keep me advised of just how you are getting along in all respects .
Major Monison will be required to state what reason he had for delaying his command
so long at anrl near Las Lunas. That officer will be kept in the field until he has become
an experienced Indian fighter. When you can, pray give Major Blakeney a chance for
distinction.
The value of lime cannot be too seriously considered. Make eve:ry string draw. Much is
expected of you, both here and in Washington.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, y:mr obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
Commanding Fort Canby, N. M.
Official:

ERAbTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vtt. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. Gtneral.

HEADQUARTERS

DEPART~1ENT OF

NEW MEXICO.
Santa Fe, N. M., August 7, 1863.
SIR: I h:we waited anxiously to hear that the command at Fort Wingate had had some
success against the Navajoes. It seems to me that if some thirty or forty men, with some
flour, bacon, sugtH, and coffee, in haversacks, and on a few pack-mules, should move by
night, (hiding by day,) without noise, and very cautiously, they would be able to surprise
parties of Navajoes at or near their fields, which fields, within a radius of seventy miles
of Fort Wingate, must all be destroyed before the crops are gathered by the Indians. All
captured women and children (none will be killed) will be sent, by every practicable opportunity, to tlanta Fe.
·
I speak of thirty or forty men : one, two, or three such parties can be in the field at
once, in different directions, if necessary and expedient. The Navajo Indians have got to
be whipped, and I wish to hear that the Fort Wingate garrison bas done its part. There
is no peace party of Navajoes, unless such a party came in before the 20th of last July.
The whole tribe is a war party, anci as such will be treated alike. Every male Navajo
able to bear al'ms will be attacked and destroyed or captured wherever he ma.y be found,
unless he came in before the 20th of last July. No women and children will be harmed,
but will be sent to Santa Fe as prisoners. The rule is a plain one, and needs no future
correspondence to define its meaning.
A weekly report, in detail, of what the command at Fort Wingate will have accomplished, week after week, until further orders, whether in building or in campaigning, will
be made to these headquarters by the commanding officer of that post. Remember this,
and be sure to be particular in making the report, a certified copy of which will be . sent
by mail to Washington as soon as received.
Be sure and make timely requisitions for supplies.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Lieutenant Colonel J. FRANCisco CHAVEZ,
Or Officer Commanding Fort Wingate, N. Jf.
NoTE.- If Barboncito, Delgadito, or One wish to be employed as expressmen to and from
Fort Canby, I have no objection. In this case their families may remain at the fort. If
not, they will be sent here if captured alive. The old Navajo woman I saw at Wingate
can remain there.
J. H. C.
Offidal:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A. A. General.
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[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. llf., August 7, 1863.
Gll~~ERAL :
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It is well to inform you that a trail of, say, two hundred Navajoes going south was passed
three days since by a gentleman from Colonel Carson's command. The trail was fresh and
was passed a short distance this side of Laguna. These Indians sometimes go as low or
lower than Fort Thorn. As you are aware, they are a branch of the Apache family, talk
the same language, and are said now to be mixed with predatory bands of the Apaches.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General JosEPH R . WEST,
U. S. Vols., Commanding District of Arizona, Hart's Mills, Texas.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJJ., August 14, 1863.
Cor,ONEL : I shall write to Captain Shoemaker to send you twenty sets complete of the
McClellan horse equipments.
Some three hundred head of cattle are on the way to Fort Craig, destined for the district of Arizona. As soon as they come report the fact, and guard them securely until further orders. If it takes your whole available force, the public animals must be guarded
beyond a shade of danger from Indians.
All the troops that can be' spared in the whole upper country are after Indians. Pettis
sending for re-enforcements, thus losing time, augurs badly. l hope to hear that your
troops have killed some Indians.
A good deal of study of how to get at them, and a good deal of caution and fixedness of
purpose in carrying plans into execution, will be sure to produce good results eventually.
There are many Navajoes and Apaches prowling over the country. The troops and the
people must all the time be on their guard.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H . CARLETO~,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel EDWIN A. Rraa,
Commanding at Fort Oraig, N. JJf.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 15, 1863 ,
CAPTAIN: In reply to your communication of the 6th instant, relating to captured Indians, the general commanding direl ts me to send you a copy of a letter from these headquarters to Colonel Chavez, commanding Fort Wingate, dated August 7, 1863, and to say
to you that captured Indians will be sent to Santa Fe by every practicable opportunity-if
necessary, the men in irons; and in case any attempt to escape is made by them they will
be shot down.
The copy of tbe letter herewith enclosed contains instructions which are sufficiently explicit to require no further correspondence on the subject.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.
Captain RAFAEL CHACON,
1st N. M. Vols., Commanding at Fort Wingate, N. M.
Official :
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V:, A. A. A General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTllrENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. Jf., August 16, 1863.
GENERAL: Qn the 2d instant I wrote to you a letter showlng the importance of sending
more troops to this department. Fearing that letter may have been delayed or miscarried,
I enclose herewith a duplicate of it.
You are aware that the Territories of Arizona and New Mexico are more extensive than,
say, five or six such States as Ohio; that they swarm with hostile Indians; that the
wealth of the country, consisting mainly in flocks and herds, is greatly exposed to depredations on a large scale. A man may have twenty thousand dollars' worth of stock, the
result of a life of watching and care, and in one night become a beggar from a raid by a
dozen Navajoes or Apaches.
Since Colori.el Carson took the field many small bands of Navajoes have come into the
settlements and are committing some murders and many robberies. I have all the troops
in the field which can be spared from the various posts, but men on foot, in an open country, are not successful against these mounted savages. If I could have the full regiment
of cavalry asked for, and could have authority to raise one independent company of native mounted volunteers in each county, to scout in that county, I really believe the Indian wars in New Mexico could be brought forever to a close. Pray send the regiment
aud grant the authority. These companies could be discharged as soon as their services
were no longer required. The men of each county being familiar with all the trails and
watering ph-tees of their own county, and being near the flocks and herds of their own
neighbors, to get notice and give chase the moment hostile Indians made their appearance would, in my opinion, be a cheap and efficient auxiliary to the operations by th6l
more permanently organized troops.
We have rumors of a guerilla force having been organized at San Antonio, Texas, under the notorious Baylor, to come here on a robbing and murdering expedition. This may
be so; and if so, you can see, as well as I, the greater necessity of sending more troops
here. Whatever is done should be done at once.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
• Brigadier General LORENZO THOliiAS,
Ady'utant General U. S. A., Washington, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain Ist Vet. Inj. C. V, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. 1£., August 18, 1863.
CoLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo,
in relation to the disposition to be made of captured Navajo women and children, and to
say, in reply, that all prisoners which are captured by the troops or employes of your command will be sent to tlanta Fe, by the first practicable opportunity after they are, from
time to time, brought in as prisoners. There must be no exception to this rule. Here, the superintendent of Indian affairs and myself will make such dispositions as to their future
care and destination as may seem most humane and proper.
All horses, mules, or other stock which the troops or employes unde:r your command
may captm0 belong to the United States, and will be reported to department headquarters. The horses and mules will be turned over to your chief quartermaster, who will
have them carefully branded "U. S.," and used in the public service. These he will account for on his property returns. But to stimulate the zeal of the troops and employes
who have captured horses and mules from the Navajoes, or who may hereafter make such
captures from those Indians, a bonm; of twenty dollars apiece will be paid to their captors
as prize-money, on the delivery to the chief quartermaster of every sound, serviceable horse
or mule. These will be accounted for as purchased.
All sheep captured will be turned over to the chief commissary of your expedition.
These will be taken up on the returns of provisions; will be properly marked ; will be
killed from time to time and issued as fresh meat to the troops and employes. Tbe chief
commissary is authorized to pay the captors of such sheep one dollar per be'ad as prize
money, and as an encouragement to renewed exertions. Every lot captured will at once
be reported to department headquarters. The sheep paid for, as here set forth, will be
taken up as purchased.
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All other property captured from the Indians will be reported, when orders will be given
as to what disposition shall be made of it.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, yom· obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Gentral, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
Commanding Expeditwn against theNavaJoes, .li'ort Canby, N. Jf.
Official:

ERM)TUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARniENT OF NEw MExico,
Santa Fe, N. Jf., August 19, 1863.
CAPTAIN: You will, immediately on receipt of this, send the 1st sergeant of Captain
Cremony's comp:my and twenty-five picked men of that company on a &cout after Indians, np the Pecos as far as Agua Nt>gra, and thence towards tbe Piedra Perdinales, on a
road leading from Agua Negra to Albuquerque. Tbe party will be ab:>ent thirty days, and
willldll every Apache or Navajo Indian who is large enough to bear arms, whom it can
find in that region. No women or children will be harmed. These will be taken and
held captive until further orders.
There are small parties of Navajoes and Apaches prowling around that section of country
which rnu~t be destroyen. Urge the sergeant to use his utmost endeavors to this end.
There are other parties out from all the posts, and I trust the party from yours will try
hard to obtain results which will be c1 editable to it. The party will be in the field scouting all the time for thirty days. You are authorized to employ two good trackers and
guides fur it. If one or two of your Apaches can do this, let the experiment be tried,
and pay well, say two doltus a day cash, for his services. Little by little we will avail
ourselves of their knowledge in ferretiug out others, and in finding water and grass.
Report every week how you progreRs in building, and on all other matters which would
be useful and interesting to be known here of your surroundings and of the condition of
the .Apaches.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CAHLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain JosEPH UPDEGRAFF, U.S. A.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
NoTE.-The sergeant will be instructed to keep a journal of his operations and marches,
day by day, which will be sent to department headquarters when the service is done.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

Official:

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Ft, N. fff., August 19, 1863.
MAJOR: I regret to learn of the capture, by Navajoes:, of so large a flock of sheep as
that seen in their p0ssession by Litmtenant Higden. I suppose, of course, that you immediate!? sent t.:oops to_..recaptu:.e the s~.~ep an~.. destro~.. the In_~ians.
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You have a large command and an expemive one; and I hope to hear soon of some favorable rep0rts in the way of destructi.,n of Indians and the recovery of stock. Every
Navajo or Apache man who may be found by your troops will be de:>troyerl or taken prisoner. No women and children will be injured. These will be held until further orders.
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Each command that leaves your post is to keep a journal of every day's operations,
which jojlrnal, when the commands return to your post, is to be sent to me.
I shall be impatient until I bear of some success in your quarter of the country. There
are now scouts out from every post in the department.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
J AM:ES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major JOSEPH S!!:IITH,
Commanding at Port Stanton, N. JI.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain Ist Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 19, 18tl3.
CAPTAIN: Immediately on the receipt of this letter you will send Lieutenant Brady,
with twenty-five picked men from Captain Bergmann's company of 1st New Mexico volunteers, on a scout up Red river to Calion Largo-the mouths of the Conchas and l\1ora
-and to hunt up and destroy any parties of Navajoes or Apaches which may be found
in that section of country. No women and children will be harmed; these will be taken
and held as prisoners until further orders.
Lieutenant Brady is said to be a very energetic, determined man, and will doubtle ~s perform this special service with marked credit to himself and to your command. Similar
scouts are out from all the posts, and it is hoped that by activity and caution the Indians
now infesting the country east of the Rio Grande . will be destroyed. The party will be
absent on this duty thirty days. A journal will be kept by Lieutenant Brady of each day's
march and operations, which will be sent to me. While he is in the neighborhood of
Calion Largo it would be weil for him to see if the road could be made off the mesa from
the direction of Fort Union-the road I spoke to you about.
I am, captain, very r espectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain P. W. L. PLYllfPTON, U.S. A.,
Commanding at Fort Bascom, N: JI.I.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTllfENT OF NEw· MEXICO,
Sa'ltta Fe, N. JJI., Augu~t 23, 1863.
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that nearly all the troops in this department, certainly all that can possibly be spared, are now in the field endeavoring to chastise hostile
Indians, as well as to protect the people in their persons, and their property in flocks and
herds.
Colonel Carson, with all the available force from Fort Canby, and M:ajor Willis, with
two cnmpanies from Fort Wingate, are after ~avajoes in the Navajo country. I have stationed a force in a pass in the Jemez mountains, known as El Valle Grande, to prevent
stock being driven through that noted thoroughfare. Another force is at the Cibola
Springs, west of Limitar, and companies and smaller detachments are scouting over the
country east of the Rio Grande, from Forts Bascom, Sumner and Stanton, and from Albuquerque and Los Pinos Four companies are operating against the Apaches near the heads
of the Miern bres and the Gila. Yet with all these exertions, small parties of fives, and tens,
and twenties, of Navajoes an.d Ap 1ches, most always well mounted, steal through the country and commit depredations. You will observe that the force here is entirely inadequate
for the absolute necessities of the country. 'I'he plan suggested in my letter of last week
of giving me authority to raise one independent company of volunteers in each county,
mainly for the defence of the county, would, in my opinion, be entirely effective against
these small predatory bands. The tribes in their country could then be attacked by the
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regularly organized troops. .Another full regiment of cavalry should be sent here at once.
I would not ask for a man, general, unless I knew it was abaolutely necessary to have him.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO Tno:~rrAs,
Adjutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXIOO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 26, 1863.
MAJOR: The Indians beginning to be troublesome about Fort Union, where there is no
cavalry, I have been obliged to order Captain Fritz's company to that post. In case you
have not transportation to move all the company property with the company now, you will
have such property boxed up and forwarded by the first train coming from your post to
Fort Uni on .
Let Captain Fritz transfer his new horse equipments complete to Captain Abreu ; he
will have them replaced at Fort Union. Captain Fritz will also transfer to Captain Abreu,
of the. new horses which he has received, enough to mount sixty of Captain Abreu's men.
These will be replaced as soon as practicable after the Captain's arrival at Fort Union.
It is said that some eight thousand sheep were run off by Navajoes on the 24th instant,
from Benguin valley, near Fort Union. Some troops, mounted on mules, are in pursuit.
Should these not overtake them, it is calculated that parties from your post can inte:ccept
them on their way toward the J ornadft, or to cross the Rio Grande at some place higher
up. Having timely notice, I trust this flock will not get by you.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major JosEPH SMITH,
Commanding at Fort Stanton, N. M.
Officictl:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Oaptain 1st Vet. Inj. G. V:, A. A. A. General.

DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico, .AssrsrANT .ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. 1'1., August 27, 1863.
MAJOR: The general comm<tnding directs me to say to you that he expects that, in sending out scouting parties from Fort Stanton, you will be particular to give such instructions that a careful lookout will be kept up for Navajoes and Apaches in the neighborhood
of the Salt lakes, which are situated in a northerly direction from the Gallinos mountains,
and toward Manzana.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad}utant General.
Major JosEPH S.urTn,
Oommandiqg at F0rt Stanton, N. JJI.
Official:
ERASTfTS W. WOOD,
Cuptain 1st Tet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

DEPARTMENT

NEw MExrco, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 27, 1863.
Sm: I have tha honor to acknowled~e the receipt of your communication of the 24th
instant, and am directed by the department commander to say that he trusts you will use
every exertion to intercept and destroy any p<uties of hostile Indians who may attempt to
rass in the vicinity of your camp. He desires that you make the huts you are building
OF
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for your men as substantial and as comfortable as you possibly cau, and lay up a good F<upply of wood, and if possible have a supply of hay cut and stacked up for, say, eighteen
government animals, in case your own party or any other party of troops are obliged to
remain during the winter at L<J.s Valles, ancl for, say, what ten beef cattle would consume
in four months. Having this object in view, the general leaves it all to your own good
judgment as to the place where, and the manner in which, you shall put up these huts, so
that the men may be comfortable.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad}utant General.
First Lieutenant ERAsrus W. WooD,
Commanding at Las Valles, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain Ist Vet. Inj. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO.
San a
N. ~~, September 2, 1863.
GOVERNOR: It becomes my melancholy duty to inform you that Maj'lr Jostlph Cummings, 1st New Mt!xico volunteer::~, wets killed by the Navajo Indictns near Pueblo Colorado,
in the Navajo country, on the 18th ultimo.
There was no better soldier than he within the department of New Mexico. He was
brave and generous to a fault, and in manly attributes he had but few equals, and hardly
a superior. His comrades in arms are overwhelmed with sorrow at his untimely f<tLe, and
from them there comes but one exprestiion-that of admiration of his manly character,
and grief at his loss.
·
I am, very respectfully, your excellency's obedient servant;
JAM.E:5 H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
His Excellency HENRY CoNNELLY,
Guvernor of New Mexico, Santa
N. M.

Fe,

Fe,

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Irif. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJI-IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa
N. M., September 3, 18 63.
GENERAL: I have to inform yon that, from inform<ttion I have received, it is probable the
Navajo Indians in large numbers have gone southw.ud and joined the Gila Apache~; some~
where in the White mount:tins. If this is so, it wili be well for you to be preptred, not
only to whip them if they come into your district, but to be on your guard against increased depredations.
The troops in the Navajo country are presf'ing them sorely. By the time the snows of
winter drive the~ down out of the mountains it is hoped we shall ha.ve l>etter success.
I am, general, respectfully, &c.,
JA~iES H. CARLETON,
Brigu.dier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General JosEPH R. W Esr,
U.S. Vols., Commanding District of Arizona, L-zJ Oruces, N . .iff.

Fe,

Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa
N ~~, September 4, 1863.
SIR: You will make a report every week of all that is done by the party under your command at the Vrtlles. Although no sign of Inrlians may bLJ seen, you mn~t be sure to be on
your guard againbt surprise, and teach parties of your men detached from the main body
to be vigilant all the time.

Fe,
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.As troops may stay in the Valles all winter, you will make timely preparation, to this end.
A storehouse to contain th1ee months' supply for forty men, and an oven, will be built.
I am, sir, re spectfully, &c. ,
JAMES H. CARLETO~,
Brigadier Gtneral, Commanding.
Second Lieutenant PHILIP .A. J. RussELL,
1st Infantry Cal. Vuls., Santa Fe, N. Jf.
Official:

Cuptain

1~t

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Vet. I11j. C. V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract.]
DEPARTMI~NT OF

NEw MExrco, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GF.NERAL's OFFICE,
S anta Fe, N Jf., Septtmbe1· 4, 1863.
GENERAL: I have the honor to trammit for your inform ation duplicate copies of the various communications which were forward ed to you from this office by the mail which left
Santa Fe on the 22d ultimo, und er the supposition that 1be originals were all destroyed by
the Indians who captured the mail on the Jornada del Muerto on the 26th ultimo.
;;~
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I am, general, very resp ectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad}utant General.
Brigadier General JosEPII R. WEST, U. S. Vols,
Curnmandzng District of Arizvna, Hart's Jfills, Texas.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vtt. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTEHS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. llf., September 5, 1863.
CAPTAIN: Your letter setting forth yollr inability to do much at building of your post
has been received. I have given orders for fifty citizens to be employed to help you. It
is hoped you take great interest in having your command comfortably sheltered before the
winter sets in. There can be no good reason why thi8 is not done. There seems to be as
much indifference as to the progress of the work as there was to the setting out of trees.
If so, this cannot be complimentary, in the long run, either to yourself or your command.
It is difficult to conceive how, w.th three companies, with nine men for guard, and a small
party on detached service, you have no men to help build your post .
Captain Hollister is reported to have said at Fort Stanton that you had told him that Ojo
Blanco was not at Fort Sumner, and bad been gone some time. I do not credit the report,
because I t ake it for granted that if a single Indian which had been tumed over to you for
safe-keeping made his escape, you would, as it is made your duty to do, at once notify me
of the fact.
I have sent you fifty-one Kavajo men, women, and children, who are likewise to be retained near your post as prisoners. They will be allctted some place where they will be by
themselves. They are to be fed by the Indian agent, as the Apaches are ft:d, and are to be
treated with the greatest kindness. .As fast as others are captured they will be sent to you.
It ia my purpose to have the whole Bosque Redondo par t of the valley of the Pecos set apart
as an Indian reservation, and place upon it all captured Navaj oes and .Apaches. They belong to the same family, and as a Pueblo under proper care and imtruction, will soon again
become a homogenr.ous people. Your chaplain will be here on his return from Emope, in
about two weeks.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Briyaditr General, Commanding.
Captain JosEPH UPDEGRAFF, r. s. A.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, .N. M.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.
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DEPARTMENT OF NEw

MExrco,

Santa Fe, N. M., September 6, 1863.
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that I have this week sent fifty-one NaV'Ljfl Indian
men, women, and children to Fort Sumner, at the Bosque Reriondo, on the Pecos river,
where, as I have before informed you, I have four hundred and twenty-five Mescalero
Apaches, held as pdsoners.
The purpose had in view is to send all capture<l Navajoes and Apaches to that point, and
there to feed and take care of them until they have 'Jpened farms and become ab·e to support themselves, as the Pueblo Iodiaus of New Mexico are doing. 'J'hP. War Department
has alren.dy approved of this in the case of the Apaches, and authorized that Fort Sumner
should be a chaplain post, so that the chaplain there could educate the Indi.an cbildren.
This year those Indians have been contented and happy. They planted, under the direction of their agent and with a little h ~lp, some large fields of corn ; and now that they have
their acequia dug, will next year raise qutte enougb to support themselves. This the Navajoes can be persuaded to do as well. ·
At the Bosque Redondo there is arable lard enough for all the Indians of this family,
(the Navajoes and Apaches have descended from the same stock and speak the same language,) and I would respectfully recommend, now that the war is vigorously prosecuted
against the Navajoes, that the only peace that can. ever be made with them must rest on
the basis that they move on to these lands, and, like the Pueb'os, become an agricultural
people and cease to be nomads. This should be a sine qua non. As soon as the snows of
winter admonish them of the sufferings to Vi hich their families will be exposed, I have
great hopes of getting the most of the tribe. The knowledge of the perfidy of these NavajoeR, gained after two centuries of experience, is such as to ~ead us to put no fctHh in their
promi~es.
They have no government to make treaties. They ate a patriarchal people.
OJ e set of famiiies may make promises, but the other set will not heed them. They understand the direct application of force as a law. If its application be removed, that moment they become lawless. This has been tried over and over, a·'l.d over again, and at
great expense. The purpose now is never· to relax the application of force with a people
that can no more be trnst~d than you can trust the wolves th~:tt run through th eir mountains; to gather them together, little by little, on to a reservation, away from the haunts,
and hills, and biding-places of their country, and then to be kind to them; there teach
their children how to read and write; teach them the arts of peace; teach them the truths
of Christianity. Soon they will acquire new haloits, new ideas, new modes of life ; the old
Indians will die off, and carry with them all latent longings for murdering aud robbing;
the young ones will take the!r places without these longings; and thus, little by little,
they will become a happy and contented reople, and Navajo wars will be remembered only
as something that belongs entirely to the past. Even until they c11u raise enough to be
self-sustaining, you can feed them cheaper tha:q. you can fight them.
You will observe that the Bosque Redondo is far down the Pecos, on the open plains,
whE::re these Indians can have no l.ateral contact with settlers . If the government will only
set tpart a reservation of forty miles square, with Fort Sumner, at the Bo::;que Redondo, in
the centre, all the good land will be covered, and keep the settlers a proper distance from
the Indians.
There is no p 1ace in the Navajo country fit for a reservation; and even if there were, it
woull not be wise to have it there; for, little by little, the Indians would steal away into
their mountain fastnesses again, and then, as of old, would come a new war, and so on

ad infinitum.

I know these views are practical, practicable, and humane; are just to the suffering people, as well as to the aggressive, perfidious, butchering Navajoes. If I can have one more
full regiment of cavalry, and authority to raise one independent company in each county in
the Territory, they can soon be carried to a final result.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JA&IES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Gummanding.
Brigadier General LoRENzo

THOMAS,

Adjutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. G.

Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet . lnf. G. V., A. A. A. General.

APPENDIX.

135

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. Jf., September 6, 1863.
CoLONEL: I have sent to Fort Union fifty-one Navajo men, women, and children, en route
to Fort 1:"\umner. They are escorteri by some soldiers, under Lieutenant Holmes . of the first
New Mexico volunteers. The Indians will be treated with great ldndness while at your
post. You will see that suitable provisions are made for their subsistence there, and for
the journry to Fort Sumner, whither Lieutenant Holmes and escort is to accompany them.
You will inform the depot quartermaster and commi:;sary that if they have supplies to send
to Fort Sumner, tl:.ds same escurt ean guard them, and return with the train to Fort Union.
Respectfully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Lieutenant Colonel WILLIAM McMuLLEN,
Commanding Fvrt Union, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A . A . .A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DFPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N 111., Seplembt?' 6, 1863.
GENERAL : I en cloae herewith the copy of a letter from raptclin A. H. Fnmch, first cavalry California volunteers, himself an old practiced miner. From all points I hear news
confirmatory of the theory that from the head of the Gila northwestwardly to the Colorado
river, near Fort Mojave, there is a region of country of unequalled wealth in the precious
metals. I soon expect to hear of the return of Surveyor General Clarl\e. and the party I
sent with him to the new Eldt>rado, when the government will then be officially as well as
reliably informed, l'y an eye-witness, of the wealth so much wlilten about.
I am, general, respecttully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier Genrral LORENZO THOMAS,
.Adfutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
C'aptain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A . .A . .A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTIIENT OF .NEW MEXICO,
Santa Jie, N. JJ!, Stpttmber 10, 1863.
SIR: The general commanding desires to be informed, without delay, what amount of
money and other valuables came into your posses;:,ion from the persons and the vicinity of
the murdered express men you came across when en route from Fort Stanton to Santa Fe in
the month of June lc:tst, and what disposition has been made of such valuables and money.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.
Lieutenant WILLIAlii H HIGDON,
Fifth Infantry, California Volunteers, Fort Stanton, N. llf.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTliiENT OF NEW MExrco,
Santa Fe, N . .!If., September 13, 1863.
GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to enclose, for the information of the War Department, copies of letters received from Samuel J. Jones, ' Charles 0. Brown, and King. S.
Woolsey, in relation to the new gold fields southwest from the San Francisco mountains,
about which I have so frequeutly written to you. Brown and Woolsey are men whose
statements are to be creditc:d. Jones simply transmits Brown's letter.
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Surveyor General Clarke, and the officer and men I sent with him, have not yet returned.
They should be back bef,Jre the end of the month, when tbe1r reports will be forwarded.
It is unnecessary for me to take up the time of the War Depa1 tment by making comments
on the prospective result,; of such startling developments of treasure, whether to .Arizona
and New Mexico, or to the country at large; they will be apparent to all on a moment's
reflection.
In other letten; heretofore written, I have endeavored to impress upon your mind the
importance of sending an additional r Pgiment of cavalry-a full regiment-to this country.
Authority has been received by the governor of New Mexico to raise in the Territory two
regiments more of troops, but it is very doubtful if even one can now be rah:ed: fi-r:st,
because of the real Ecarcity of men ; Fecond, because other more profita ble pursuits interpose; third, because nearly all the floating population will go to the new gold fields. An
effort will be made to raise one regiment of infantry, as there are not horses in the Territory
which can be spared from other labor to mount a regiment of cavalry. If a fu ll regiment
of cavalry could at once be sent here from the States, I would have troops quite sufficient,
I hope, to whip the Indians, aT,Jd to protect the people goi ng to and at the mines. The
authority to raise one independent company in each county, for the protection of the people
and flocks and herds of tbat county, should be ~iven to me. I have no inclination to ask
for more authority or more troops than I need. I beg respectfully to say, if I am considered
worthy of commanding so remote a department, some confidence should be reposed in my
judgment-being, as I am, upon t.he ground-of wh at is absolutely wanted. If troops
cannot be sent, permit me to recruit in Colorado Tenitory. One thing should be borne in
mind : Every regiment you send here, whether from the east or from California, will stay.
Thus each one is a military culony, to people the vast uninhabited region between the Rio
Grande and the Pacific. As winter is so near, time now is everything.
Pray let Ferious attention be given to the subject of these new discoveries of gold. A
new revolution in all that pertains to this country is on the eve of commencing, and the
government should provide for approaching emergencies. The people will flock to the
mines, and should be protected.
Providence bas indeed blessed us. Now that we need money to pny the expenses of
this terrible war, new mines of untold millions are fuunu, and the gold lies here at our
feet, to be bad by the mere picking of it up! The country where it is found is no fancied
Atlantis; is not seen in golden dreams; but it is a real, tangible El Dorado, that has gold
that can be weighed by the steelyards-gold that does not vanish when the finder is
awake.
I hope I may not be considered visionary, and therefore be den~ed reasonable he1p.
This is a great matter not only for our present wants, but for the future security of our
country ; for, henceforth, in place of a desert, dividing peoples, we find a treasure which
will attract not only a population to live upon that desert, but which will, as sure as the
sun shines, bring the great railroad over the 35th parallel, and thus unite the two extremes of the country by bars of steel, until, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, we btJcome
homogeneous in interest as in blood.
I beg you will send to New Mexico a first-rate topographical engineer to map the new
gold tidds, and fix their positions instrumentally. Congress should, by early legblation,
determine whether the government shall have rights of sdgniomge in these new treasures,
and whether foreigners shall come and take gold from the country ad lzbitum and without
tax.
•
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOMAS,
AdJutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. G.
Official:

ERASTUS W . WOOD,
Captain bt Vtt. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., September 13, 1863.
SIR: I have had the honor freqnently to write to the War Department of the new gold
fields which have been discovered along the Gila river, and upon the line of the 35th parallel, between the Hio Grande and the Rio Colorado. Enclosed herewith please to find
copies of letters upon this subject which I have ju::;t received.
You will at once perceive that the capital, as well as the population, of the new Terri-
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tory of Arizona will be near that oasis upon the def'>ert out of which rise the San Franci!lco mountains, and in and bt>side which are found these extraordinary deposits of gold ;
and not at the insignificant village of Tucson, away in the sterile region towanl the southern line of the Tt:rritory. This will render absolutely indi~pensai.Jle a new •mail route
over the Whipple road to the new gold fields, and thence crossing the Colorado at old Fort
Mojave, (now abandoned,) and thence up the Mojave river and through the Cajon Pass to
Los Angeles, California. People flocking towards these mines will clamor fur, and will
deserve to have, mail facilities. They will go from the east; they will come from California; therefore liberal appropriations should be made early in the approaching t'ession
of Congreos to prepare the road ; to establish a post near the San Francisco mountains ;
to re·establish old Fort Mojave; to have a first·class pt>rmanent ferry across the Colorado
at that point; and to provide for an overland mail from Albuquerque to Los Angeles.
The reason why I have presumed to write to you upon this important matter is that you
may give it timely consideration.
'Ihere is no doubt but the reports of these immense deposits of gold are true. As a
statesman you will readily imagine all of the political results which must at once ensue
from such startling developments when they obtain puiJlicity. This should not be given
to them until we have official reports from Surveyor General Clarke and a party I sent
with him to see precisely into the matter. We know from various other somces what that
report must be, at least sufficiently to make timely preparations for emergencie8 which will
then at once arise.
For myself there comes no little satisfaction in the thought that, for all the toil through
the desert of the troops composing the column from California, there will yet result a
substantial benefit to the country ; that if those brave fellows, who encountered their
hardships so cheerfully and patiently, who endured and suffered so much, have not had
the good fortune to strike a good, hard, honest blow for the old flag, tht•y have, at least,
been instrumental in helping to find gold to pay the gallant men who have had that honor.
Somebody Lad to perform their part in the grand drama upon which the curtain is about
to fall. The men from California accepted unmurmuringly the role that gave them an
obscure and distant part upon the stage, where it was known they could not be seen, and
believed they would hardly be beard from ; but in the great tragedy so cruelly forced
upon us, they tried to perform their duty, however insignificant it might be, and to the
best of their ability; and now, a finger of that Providence who has watched O\·er us in
our tribulation, and who blesses us, lifts a veil, and there, for the whole country, lies a
great reward.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Ron. MONTGOJ\IERY BLAIR,
Postmaster General, Washington, D. 0.
Offidal:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Lf. G. V, A. A. A. General.

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa
GENERAL :

'"'

'"'

'·"

'·'

l}

'"'

Fe,

N. M., Sep'ember 18, 1863.
,.,,

'"'

<:~

~

You will !s5ue instructions to all your posts that the protection of the government herds
must be the first duty of every g>~.rrison. It is a mortifying thin~ to admit that the Indians run off the stoGk of the troops. A vigilant officer with vigilant men would want
nothing better than for Indians to come and make an attempt to do this. It would swe
a hard march to go in search of the Indians. It is hoped we have heard the last of such
misfortune.
The new post at Cook's Springs will need and should receive your immediate attention.
By industry, and some help from other troops and a few citizens, it ought to be done before freezing weather comes. Bay can be got at the Mimbres; vigas from the ruins of
Fort 'Thorn, if not nearer, and everything can be made snug and tidy and secure before
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winter comes. The 8pring should be dug out so that no muck will surround the water,
and then be nicely stoned. The volume of water should be large, that whole trains need
not exhaust it.
I am·, general, respectfully, your obedient servant;
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General JosEPH R. WEsT,
U.S. Vols., Commanding District of Arizona, Las Cruces, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain ltt Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

Official:

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., September 18, 1863.
MAJOR: You will take Captain Hollister's company and twenty other men from your
command and proceed to the Gallinas mountains, and cause the spring there to be cleaned
out and enlarged, so that water enough may accumulate for the use of trains and cavalry
which may encamp there . While there your command will all the time be on the lookout
for Indians, and you will attack all you can find or may encounter. Captain Hollister's
company will be kept encamped at that point after the spring is prepared, until the 1st of
December, to watch for and attack Indians. You will givt' him written instructions not
to visit any town or settlement, or permit any of his command to do so, during that time.
On the 1st day of December that company will return to Fort 8tanton. You, yourself,
will return as soon as the spring is properly prepared. It is possible you may have to have
the reservoir for the water below the spring on account of the neighboring rocks.
~:::

~=-.:

~:::

~:::

~:::

;:::

;;::

;::;

;:::

($

~.;:

Now that you find no Indians near Fort Stfl.nton you should give careful instructions to
your guards and herders to be on the lookout for them.
I am, major, respectfully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major JosEPH SmTII,
Commanding at Fort Stanton, N. Jf.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW 'MEXICO,
Santa
N.
Septembe1· 18, 1863.
CAPTAIN : You will send a party of thirty, rank and file, to be commanrled by Lieutenant Speed, of your regiment, to proceed through the Abo Pass and scout along through
the ea~tern portion of the Manzana mountains northward to Tijeras cai'ion, in search of
Navajo and Apache Indians. The party will be instructed to kill all the male Indians of
these tribes whom it may meet or can :find. It will have the same instructions as regards
supplies which the party recently returned had, except that under no circumstances will the
commander of the scout ]eave it until it returns to your post.
'rhe scout will keep the :field thirty days, and will leave Los Pinos at once.
I am, captain, respectfully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain SAMUEL ARCHER, U.S. A.,
Comr~tanding at Los Pinos, N. llf.

Fe,

Official:

M.,

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M . , September 18, 1863.
GENERAL: I have the honor herewith "to enclose the reports of a scout against the Navajoes made recently from Fort Wingate by Captain Chacon, 1s.t New Mexico volunteers,
and Captain Hargrave, 1st infantry California volunteers. You will be struck with the
distances these troops have to lllarch without water.
I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENzo THOMAS,
Adjutant General U. S A., Washington, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A . General.

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\IE~T OF NEW MEXICO.
Santa Fe, N. M., September 19, 1863.
I
COLONEL :
~~:'
;;;
;;:,
;:;
~~
;:;
;;;
;;:;
I recommend, unless you can produce the same result by more gentle measures,
that you seize six of the principal men of the Zuni Indians, and hold them as
hostages until all Navajoes in and near their village are given up, and all stoleu stock
surrendered. You will assure the Zuni Indians that if I hear that they help or harbor
Navajoes, or steal stock from any white men, or injure the person of any white man, I will
as certainly destroy their village as sure as the sun shines.
I have received the report of your operations in the vicinity of Canon. de Chelly. If any
Indians desire to give themselves up, they will be received and sent to Fort Wingate,
with a request that from that post they be sent to Los Pinos. No Navajo Indians of either
sex, or of any age, will be retained at Fort Canby as servants, or in any capacity whatever. All must go to the Bosque Redondo. '
You are right in believing that I do not wish to have tbGse destroyed who are willing
to come in. Nor will you permit an Indian prisoner, once fairly in our custody, to be
killed, unless he be endeavoring to make his escape. There is to be no other alternative
but this: Say to them-" Go to the Bosque Redondo, or we will pursne and destroy you.
We will not make peace with you on any other terms. You have deceived us too often and
robbed and murdered our people too long to trust you again at large in your own country.
This war shall be pursued against you if it takes years, now that we have begun, until
you cease to exist or move. There can be no other talk on the subject."
As winter approaches you will have better luck. I send your report to Washingtvn.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, yom· obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHF.R CARSON,
Commanding Expedition against the Navajoes, Fort Canby, N. Af.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJf., September 20, 1863.
GENERAL: I have the honor to report that Mr. John A. Clarke, the surveyor general of
the Territory of New Mexico, bas returned from his vh;it to the newly-discovered gold
fields. He has written to me a letter giving a brief synopsis of his observations, a copy
of which please to find herewith enclosed.
General Clarke is very careful to keep well within bounds in all he says about the
gold, as he desires to give rise to no expectations which may not be realized. That there
is a large and rich mineral region between the San Francisco mountains and the Colorado
river there can be no doubt.
I am making preparations to establish a military post of two companies of infantry at
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or near the mines ; and it is my purpose to have the troops leave the Rio Grande for
that point some time about the 1Oth proximo.
I beg again respectfully to urge upon the War Department the expediency as well as
the necessity of having an appropriation for the making of a road from the Rio Grande
to the new gold fields, and thence to Fort M0jave ou the Colorado river. From the latter
point there is already a road up {he Mojave river through the Cajon Pa~s to Los Angeles.
Mail facilities should also be put upon the road. The new government of Arizona, if it
ever come, will lle at the gold fields, not at the insigni.ficaut village of Tucson.
I am, general, very 1especlfully~ your obedient servant,
JAMES H CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO Trrol\IAS,
Adjutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTU:3 W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. Gen~ral.

HEADQ1JARTERS DEPARTl\IE~T OF NEW MEXICO.
Santa Fe, N. llf., September 20, 1863 .
MY DEAR Sm: Knowing the great interest which you feel in all matters that will
increase the prosperity of our country-and more particularly, at this time, in all matters
that relate to its moneyed resources-! have ventured to write to you concerning the new
gold fields recently discovered near the San Francisco mountains, on the 35th parallel, and
between the Rio Grande and the Rio Colorado. ~urveyor General Clarke, of this Territory, has just returned from these new gold fields, and has written a letter to myself,
giving a blief account of what he saw. General Clarke is prudent in his expressions, lest
extravagant expectations might be raised on what he says, leading to disappointment.
From what he says, and from what I learn f1om other sources, a large region of country,
extending from near the head of the Gila along the southern slope of the Sierra Blanca,
Sierra l\logollon, (copper mountain,) San Francisco mountains, and thence to the Colorado,
is uncommonly rich, even compared with California, in gold, silver, cimiabar, and copper.
On the Prieta affluent to the Gila, from the north, gold was found by my scouting parties
last winter as high as "forty cents to the pan." And veins of argentiferous galena were
found which, I am informed by the best of authority, yielded more than a dollar to the
pound of crude ore. If I can lJut have troops to whip away the Apaches, so that prospecting parties can explore the country and not be in fear all the time of being murdered, you
wiU without the shadow of a doubt find that our country bas mines of the precious metals
unsurpassed in richness, number, and extent by any in the world. Rich copper, in quantity
enough to supply the world, is found at the head of the Gila. Some of this copper abounds
in gold. Some is pure enough for commerce with but very little refining. The gold is pure.
I send you herewith a specimen of copper from near Fort WeEt, on the Gila, and two
specimens of pure gold from the top of Antelope mountain, spoken of by General Clarke.
These Rpecimens were sent to me by Mr. Swilling, the discoverer of the new gold fields,
near the San Francisco mountains. If it be not improper, please give the largest piece of
the gold to Mr. Lincoln. It will gratify him to know that Providence is blessing our
country, even though it chasteneth.
Now, would it not be wise fur Congress to take early action in legislating for such a region;
to open roads; to give force to subjugate the Inrlians; to give mail facilities ; to claim
rights of seigniorage in the precious metals, which will help pay our debts. &c.?
To so eminent a statesman as yourself it will be snre to occur that timely steps should
be taken for the development and security of so rich a country.
P1ay pardon my having trespassed upon your time, and believe me to be,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Ron. SALMON P. CrrAsE,
Secretary of the Treasw·y, Washington, D. C.
Official :

EI;_tASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., •A. A. A. General.
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DEPARTMENT oF NEw MExiCo, AssiSTANT .ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., O.:tober 17, 1863.
CoLONEL: In reply to your communication of this date, I am directed by the general
commanding to state that the four horses and one mule belonging to the Navajo Indians
are not to be taken from them, but that they be sent with these Indians to the Bosque
Redondo.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant AdJutant Gmeral.
Colonel M. STECK,
Superintendent of Indian Affair~, Santa Fe, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExrco, .AssikTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. JJf, October 21, 1863.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 18th
instant., reporting the arrival at your post of certain Navajo chiefs, who wish to make
pea,ce for their people.
In reply, I am directed by the department commander to say that the Navajo Indians
have no choice in the matter: they must come in and go to the Bosque Redondu, or remain in their own country, at war. The commanding officer at Fort Wingate bas received
instructions to send by first practicable opportunity to Santa Fe all Navajo Indians who
have been taken prisoners, or who mrty give themselves up. .An excepti1m will be made
to this rule in the cases of the man Che and his wife, and the woman Paulonia and her
children. No other Navajoes will be allowed to remain at Fort Wingate, and if the large
band of Indians of which you write are in the vicinity of your post they will be sent
at once to Santa Fe, en route for Bosque Redondo. They will be fed, well cared for, and
provided with a suitable escort. All ~:>tock of every description which may be brought in
by, or taken with, these Indians, (except such as proves to be the property of the United
States,) will be sent with them to the Bosque Redondo.
The department commander having decided tha,t all Navajo Indians who desire peace must
go to the Bosque Redondo, he directs me to say that further correspondence on this subject
is unnecessary.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant AdJutant General.
COMMANDING OFFICER
At Fort Wingate, N. llf.
Official:

ER.ARTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract.j
DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExrco, .AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's 0FF1CE,
Sanw Fe, N. llf, O.tober 22, J8G3.
I
Sm: In reply to your communication of the 20th instant, asking for information concerning
certain sum of money forwarded from Fort Stanton, New Mexico, to Santa Fe, by Sergeant
Pablo Torres, company "A," 1st New Mexico volunteers, in June last, I am directed to inform
you that the express to which you refer was attacked by Indians while en route to this
place. On the 29th of last June Second Lieutenant W. H. Higdon, 5th infantry California
volunteers, found the dead bodi~s of the two express men. He foun:l saveral letters scattered around the bodies, some of them partially deHtroyed ; he alt;o found one hundred
and nineteen dollars in legal tender notes, and some letters containing val ual>le papers
which had been intrucited to his care by . the sutler at Fort Stanton. The money was
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turned over to Captain R. B. Frink, 5th infantry California volunteers, the commanding officer
of the company to which the murdered express man belonged, and the letters recovered
were sent to their proper destination by Lieutenant Higdon. This officer made a statement
to these headquarters regarding the money and valuables found on the bodies of the murdered express men.
(~
i:~
;;;
;:;
~;
~
~:::
:c"~
t.i
~:;
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutq,nt General.
Hon. Joa..~ S. WATTS, Santa
N. M.
::::

Fe,

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa
N. jJf., October 23, 1863.
CoLONEL: You will cause to be said to all Navajoes that those who come in to go to Bosque
Redondo-come in of their own accord-can bring with them, and take with them to
the Bosque Redondo, all stock and other property of which they may be possessed. Stock
will only be taken from those whom your parties may fall upon, not from those who
voluntarily surrender. Tell them this by the first opportunity. It will doubtless have
much influence with the rich men of the tribe.
I am, colonel, very respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
Com. Expedition against the Navajo Indians, Fm·t Cw;by, N. M.

Fe,

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st vet. In.f. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPAR'rllfENT oF NEw MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. jJJ., November 15, 1863.
SIR: Sixty or seventy Nav;;joes have come into San l\figuel county and are robbing the
people. They may come to attack and rob you. Be on your guard, and if small parties
come about you be sure and destroy them. A spy on the summit of the mountain back
of the spring could see any party coming across the plains from the nort.h in the daytime.
They will attempt to run out stock between you and Abo.
I am, sir, respectfully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
CoMMAXDER OF Tm; CAliiP AT THE GALLINAS l\IouNTAINS,
En route to Fort Stanton, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Official:
Captain 1st Vtt Iof C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw 1\h;xrco,
Santa
N. jJf, November 15, 1863.
MAJoR: Some days since son:e sixty or seventy Navajoes crossed the country east of the
Rio Grande and are now in San Miguel county. They have already captured one or two
herds of sheep. They came on foot, but are doubtless by this time partially mounted.
Now, these Indians will endeavor to escape with their booty down the plains east of Man-
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zana, and will cross the river near La Joya or below Fort McRae. ThAy will doubtless attempt to run off your stock ; I trust they will not only not do this, but that you will destroy them.
I am, major, respectfully,
J.A.l\IES H. CARLETON",
Brig11dier General, Commanding.
Major J osEPR SllnTH,
Commanaing at Fort Stanton, N. l!I.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A . General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., November 15, 1863 .
GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to enclose a letter from the new superintendent of
Indian affairs to the commander of Fort Sumner ; a letter from the commander of Fort
Sumner to myself, both in relation to Indians who have been collected at the Bosque Redondo. My indorsement on Captain Updegraff's letter is an order to Major Wallen, who
has gone to Fort Sumner to relieve Captain Updegraff, as to what is to be done wi th the
Me~;:calero .Apaches.
The new superintendent of Indian affairs, Dr. Steck, who has gone to Washington, seems
to have a confidence in the integrity of that noted band of murderers which is not entertained by myself. The troops have had much trouble in getting these Indb1ns together.
From his letter one would suppose that Mr. L1.badie, the agent, had gotten them to move.
You have been kept officially informed on all points connected with these Indians, and
know that the agent has had nothing to do with the matter except to accompany the Indians from Fort Stanton to Fort Sumner, and to stay at the latter post with them. Mr.
Labadie, however, I believe to be a good mau and a good agent.
The superintendent seems not inclined to feed the Indians until they can get started
upon their new ground sufficiently to support themselves. He seems to give himself hut
little anxiety about them, knowing that I will not see them starve.
I fear that, from some mistaken philanthropy, the experiment of having these Indiaris
domesticated will be sadly interfered with. You may rest assured, if they be permitted to
go back again to their mountains and canons, everything in the way of subduing them will
again h ave to be gone over with. Unless the War Department sends orders to the contrary, the l\Iescalero Apaches will remain where they are ..
The point about their subsistence should be definitely determined. The Indian depart·
ment h ere, I am satisfied, will not feed or care for them unless under positive instrucf.ionf>
from Washington. When they need food I shall give it to them and seud the abstracts to
Washington, as heretofore directed by the Secretary of w·ar.
It is to be very much regretted that there should be any conflict of opinion as to what
is best to be done with these Indians.
Whateyer the superintendent may desire to do, except to have them leave the BoS·'fUC
Redondo, I shall cer tainly not oppose, but they shall not leave that point.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO 'I'uoMAS,
Ad;'ttlant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD, •
Captain lst Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJIIENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., November 22,1863.
CoLONEL: First Lieuten\\nt William V. B. ·wardwell, 1st cnalry California volunteers,
leaves Santa Fe this morning, having under his charge one hundred and eighty-eight men,
women and children of the Navajo tribe of Indians, en route, via Fort Union, for Fort Sumner. The transportation is ox-wagons as far as Fort Union. From that point they are to
have such other transportation as the chief quartermaster may direct the depot quarter-
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master to give. It is important that they have no delay at Fort Union. They will beescorted thence to Fort Sumner by Captain Fritz, with thirty ranl\. and file of his company.
He will be charged especially to see that none of them escape. SetJ that they have rations
of flour, meat, salt, and half rations of sugar and coffde. See that they are treated with
great kinduess. Let Captain Fritz have four worn Sibley tents for the use of the women
and children. These will be transferred to the acting assistant quartermaster at Fort
Sumner.
'Ihe meat ration had better be beeves on the hoof as far as practicable. In this event
gentle cattle should be selected.
You will please give your personal attention to see that these Indians are well cared for,
and if you have not got the worn tents, this is your authority for drawing them from the
depot quartermaster.
I am, culonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Lieutenant Colonel WILLIAM McVTuLLEN,
Commanding at Fvrt Uuion, N. llf.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

Through the chief quartermaster, who will please instruct Captain Davis as regards the
transportation, and to have it ready when the Indians come.

HEADQUARTERS DEPART1v£ENT OF NEW MEXTCO,

Santa Fe, N. M., November 22, 1863.
GENERAL: In my letter to you of September 6, 1863, the policy of moving the whole
Navajo tribe of Indians on to a reservation at tl•e B~sque Redondo, on the Pecos river,
New Mexico, was advocated. Pursuant to that policy, all Navajoes whom we may capture,
or who m ·-ty voluntarily come in, are sent to Fort Sumner, which is at the Bosque Redondo.
Enclosed herewith please find a list of Navajo captives who gave themselves up at Fort
Wingate, and arrived here on the ~lt;t instant. '!'hey number one hundred and eightye1ght men, womPn, and children. They leave for Fort Sumner this morning. Since they
have surrendered I have heard of others who have come into Fort Wingate. When these
have arrived at Fort Sumner, orders will be given to the commanding officer at that point
to let four of the principal m en among them return to the Navajo country, and tell all
those of the tribe still at large what kind of a country they are to go to if they come in,
and how those are treated who have surrendered and goue to that point. This will have
a good effect, and I count confidently on gett.ing the bulk of the tribe before the spring
opens.
I beg to congratulate the War Department on the protlpect now of ending forever all
Navajo wars; and when once the tribe is quietly settled on the fine reservation alluded to,
there i.;; no reason why they will not be the most happy and prosperous and well-provided
for Indians in the United States.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LonENZO THOMAS,
Adfutant Genl!ral U.S. A., Washington, D. C.

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Oaptain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., November 22, 1863.
MAJOR: To-day one hunilred and eighty-eight men, women, and children of' the Navajo
tribe of In'iims leave Santa Fe for the Bosqne Reriondo via Fort Union. I bf'g you will
take particnlar pains to have these Indians located in a good place, and to see thf'y have
15ome shelter for their women and children. I learn that others have come in 'to Fort
Wingllte. These will soon be fo~warded to you.
Among the Indians who leave here to-day is Delgadito. I have promised that he, and
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three others, named Cha-hay, Chiquito, and Tsee-e, shall return at once with the interpreter Jesus to the Navajo country, to let other Navajoes know what kind of a place the
tribe is expected to move to, and to let the tribe know how those are treated who have
gone to that point. Let those four Indians and Jesus have passports to return at once to
Fort Wingate. The government seems to take great interest in this experiment of placing
the nomadic Indians on reservations, and this exodus of the Navajo people from their
country, to become a domesticated race, is an interesting subject to us all, and one fraught
with great questions so far as the prospective wealth and advancement of New Mexico
may go.
Of course, the subject of timely preparation of acequias and of grounds for next year's
crops will demand and receive your earnest attention.
I am, major, very respectfully, you obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General,, Commanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN, U.S. A.,
Commanding Fort Sumner, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V, A. A. A. General,

Official:

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTUENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. .Af., November 23, 1863.
From the impossibility of transporting forage for your whole company in its
journey as escort to Governor Goodwin to Fort Whipple, Arizona, you are hereby ordered
to dismount all of the rank and file of your company, except twenty-five, and transfer the
horses and horse equipments of all you thus dismount to the acting assistant quartermaster
at Los Pinos, where they will be retained until you return. You will make out regular
invoices of all this property to him and take regular receipts therefor. Sergeant Mandeville, and Privates Johnston, Reed, Spotts, ]!"'letcher, Burk, and Tarrater, now here, are detailed to stay at Los Pinos, after they have come down to take care of your horses thus left
behind, until you return. The men who are dismounted will proceed with you as part of
the escort of Governor Good win.
I take this occasion to remind you of the necessity of tlie most thorough discipline
among your men, and the greatest care of your horses. You will be sure that your horses
are not rirlden over one-third of the time by the watch, in order to keep them in strength
ready for fighting.
You are admonished that you are to perform a most responsible duty through a country
infested with hostile Indians from the moment you pass the Rio Grande; that constant
vigilance, night and day, alone can save you from the great disaster of having the animals
run off which belong to your company, as well as those which belong to the train and to
the governor and suite. Your beef-cattle driven along upon the hoof you must guard with
anxious care, or the Indians will get them, and with them your food. Your sentinels must
be always on the alert-your men ready at all times to fall in at a moment's notice by
night or day, to fight and defend your stock. You must inspect your men's arms the last
thing at night and the last thing in the morning before the march is commenced. The men
must sleep in thdr clothes with their arms by their side. You must have a few men in advance to see that there are no ambushes laid for your command to run into. You must
have three or four men off on each flank to see that no enemy watches your movements.
You must have a good rear-guard to bring up everything. Before you approach water, have
a wide circuit made by yourself or trusty men, to see that no party lies in wait to pounce
upon your stock when it is drinking. You and your company will be forever disgraced, if,
after these instructions, you lose a hoof of stock.
All these rules must go into force the moment you cross the river, and must hold good
until your return to Los Pinos. You yourself must never relax one moment in your vigilance. If tpis duty is performed well you will all have earned a high reputation; if ill,
you are all sure to be disgraced, as I have said before.
CAPTAIN:
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Recollect that you and your men petitioned to be put upon this duty. Now let us all see
the metal you are made of. Wishing you good fortune,
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain JOHN H. BuTCHER,
Company_H, llth .Jfo. Cav. Vols., Los Pinos, N. M.
Through commanding officer.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain ht Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJIIENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJf., November 28, 1863.
MAJOR: Private Porter, of Cremony's cavalry company, has informed me that that company had found and was on the trail of Navajo Indians who were running off sheep a few
days since, and that the company turned back and gave up the pursuit; that Sergeant
Roberts offered to go on, even to the Rio Grande, if he could have only ten men. This
has been a source of great mortification and pain to me. This is the first time Cremony
has had a good chance to distinguish himself. Pray inquire into the facts. If he was not
justified in turning back, your duty is plain. The troops in New Mexico had better quit
the country if this is a sample of their perseverance.
If they bad gotten out of rations they could cave eaten horses. There was a prospect
of some ten thousand sheep, as I am informed, which would have been good food if they
had been caught . .
This is the first instance on record where Californians, with Indians to track, have quit a
warm trail. What reason can be given to justify such a course passes beyond ,my comprehension.
·
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
¥ajor HENRY D. WALLEN,
Commanding Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. Inj. 0. V, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., December 5, 1863.
CbLONEL : As I have before written to you, I have not authority to grant you a leave,
but it is important that before long we have a consultation about further operations againtlt
the Navajoes. Therefore, as soon as you have secured one hundred captive Navajo men,
women, and children, you will turn over the command of the troops and post of Fort Canby
to Captain Casey, United States army, and come with those captives to Santa Fe. You will
take all captives which may then be at Fort Wingate, and bring them in as well. Major
Sena, Captain Pfeiffer, and Lieutenant Abeyta and Dr. Shout, may come as part of the
escort to the Indians.
It is desirable that you go through the Canon de Chelly before you come. It is also desirable that you t11y that murderer and have your court adjourn sine die. No other officers
than those named will come with you. Captain Casey will be instructed to press the campaign
against the. Navajoes to the be:ot of his ability while you are absent. If you have more
than a. hundred captives bring them all. Do not leave in Fort Canby, as servants or otherwise, one single Indian man, woman, or child of any tribe; and when you come by Fort
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Wingate, make a clean sweep of every Indian man, woman, or child, whether held as servants or otherwise, at that post. Please forward no more applications for leaves of absence.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
Commandmg Navajo Expedition, Fort Canby, N . .M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V. 1 A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
.Santa Pe, N. M., December 10, 1863.
SIR : I have had the honor to receive the proceedings of a board of officers assembled at
Fort Bascom in November last, to make a schedule of property seized from persons who
were believed to be violating the law regulating trade and intercourse with Indians.
You will confiscate the liquor and powder which they had, and deliver up to them all
the rest of their property. You will inform them of the law, and of the penalty for
breaking it. They were doubtless ignorant of its existence.
I am, sir, very reHpectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
CoMMANDING OFFICER at Fort Bascom, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 01!' NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., December 10, 1863.
CoLONEL : Captain Greene will never cease his energetic course in recovering stock and
in pursuing Indians. He hardly gives us time to talk over and admire his praiseworthy
efforts before we get new information of some new and successful raid. No one in this
department has a more substantial reputation for energy, perseverance, and dash than
Captain Greene ; and if he desires any help in any way from me, he has but to name it.
Do what is right and nroper with regard to giving Don Pedro Garcia a part of the sheep
alluded to in Captain Greene's letter of the 3d instant.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel EDWIN A. RIGG,
Commanding at Fort Craig, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 01!' NEW MEXICO,
• Santa Fe,N.M., December 12, 1863.
GENERAL : Many of the Navajo women and children which we captured are quite naked,
and the children, especially, suffer from the extreme cold. The superintendent of Indian
affairs is away in the States, and neither money nor instructions have been left by him,
with which or under which blankets or clothing can be procured for them. It is hard to
see them perish. Will the War Department authorize the quartermaster department here
to buy some cheap blankets for the destitute children, and to issue condemned clothing to
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these Indians until they can get a start at the Bosque Redondo towards clothing themselves? The Indian department here will do nothing unless under express and urgent
instructions from Washington.
I :::.m, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brif]adier General, Oommandinf].

Brigadier General LoRENZO THOMAS,
Adjutant General U.S. A., Washinf}lon, D. C.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTliENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., December 18, 1863.
MAJOR: There are many Navajoes near Red river, who are sending off small parties
with stock across the plains, by Galinas mountains, to cross the Rio Grande. See if you
cannot intercept and destroy these small parties. Be on the lookout all the time. Unless
you are careful they will get your stock.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brif}adier General, Oommandinf].

Major JosEPH SMITH,
Commandinf} Fort Stanton, N. M.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnj. G. V., A. A. A. General•.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJIIENT

OF

NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. JJf., D ecember 18, 1863.

SIR : On the receipt of this letter you will send all the effective men of Captain Shaw's
company on a twenty days' sco1.1t, over in the Rita Quemado country and south of that, to
kill every Navajo man that can be found in that section of the country. Women and
children will be captured, but not harmed. If the troops start and march mostly by
night, and are cautious about fires and noises, it is believed they will destroy many Indian
warriors of this tribe. It is believed that just now there are parties of Indians going
through by that way and south of there, from the Rio Grande, witli stock.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brif]adier General, Oommandinf].

COliiMANDING OFFICER Fort Winf}ale, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJIIENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., Decembe1· 19, 1863.
GENERAL : Enclosed herewith I have the honor to forward a letter addressed to myself,
which was written by the Reverend P. Equillon, vicar general of New Mexico, asking permission to have fifteen boys and ten girls of the captive Navajoes to educate in the Catholic schools at Santa Fe; and asks that, if the government will agree to this, it will au·
thorize the food and clothing of these children be furnished at the expense of the United
States.
'l'his offer and request of the vicar general is a liberal one, and should, in my opinion,
be accepted. Once these children become educated, they can be sent to teach others of
their tribe on the reservation at Fort Sumner.
Mr. Equillon is a man of great piety and learning, and a practical philanthropist. He
is very anxious to superintend the education of these children himself. He will be ~reatly
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disappointed if the government refuse his request. His rank in the church, his learning,
and his pure and exalted character, are sufficient guarantees that he will do all that can be
done for the benefit of these children if he may be permitted to have them.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
Adjutant General U.S. A., Washington, D. 0.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet.lnf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., Dectmber 19, 1863.
SIR: Enclosed herewith is a Jetter from Governor Connelly about Navajo Indians being
at or near La Sierra (Mesal.) Rica, on the Canadian. Go yourself, with the effective men
of Bergmann's company, and pursue and destroy these Indians. Keep the field for twenty
days, and report the result. Captain Fritz's company, from Union, and Cremony's, from
Sumner, will be out on the same duty. Let me see who accomplishes the most.
I am, sir , very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General,, Commanding.
CoMMANDING O.FFICER at Fort Bascom, N. M.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., December 19, 1863.
MAJOR: Please find enclosed herewith a Jetter from Governor Connelly about a band of
Navajo Indians being at La Sierra (Mesal.) Rica, near the Canadian. Send the effective
men of Cremony's company, with Cremony in command, on a twenty days' scout, (with
bread, meat, sugar, and coffee,) to pursue and destroy these Indians. Fritz and Bergmann have been sent on the same duty. Let me know who does the most. Some
Apaches might be permitted to go as trailers.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN, U.S. A.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., December 19, 1863.
CoLONEL : Enclosed herewith please find a copy of a letter, dated the 18th instant, from
Governor Connelly in relation to Navajo ~ndians being at or near La. Sierra (Mesal.) Rica,
near the Canadian river. You will at once send the effective men of Captain Fritz's
company to that point, with orders to pursue and destroy those Indians. 'The company
will be out for twenty-five days. A similar letter to this is written to Bascom and to Sumner, and troops from those posts will be sent on the same duty. Give orders for all the
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details. Call on Captain Davis for the transportation. Don't let the troops be anchored
to a train. They must go light or they will accomplish nothing. Tell Captain Fritz, for
once, I hope he will catch the Indians. McCleave is ahead of him as yet.
Respec.tfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigvdier General, Commanding.
Lieutenant Colonel WILLIAM McMULLEN,
Commanding at Fort Union, N. M.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain ht Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. Genera~.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., December 20, 1863.
GENERAL: Enclosed herewith please find the official report of Colonel Carson's last scout
after the Navajo Indians. I beg to call the attention of the War Department to what he
says of the destitute condition of that peaceable and gentle tribe of Indians known as the
Moquis.
A copy of a private letter from Major Henry D. Wallen, United States army, commanding at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, will be found enclosed herewith. It gives an interesting
account of the feelings, condition, and prospects of the Apache and Navajo Indians gathered together at that point.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO TnOMAs,
Ad,iutant General U.S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V., A . A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico,
Santa Fe, N. M., December 20, 1863.
MAJOR: Your very interesting private letter, setting forth the feelings, condition, and
prospects of the Indians under your charge, I have taken the liberty to send to the War
Department.
You will exercise your own discretion on the subject of the diminution of the ration for
the Indians. Mr. Labadie's views of that subject seem to be sound and practicable.
It is hoped this time that Captain Cremony will march with more judgment, and will
report some results. That you have a plenty of hostile Navajoes near you there is no
doubt. Did Cadetta, Blanco, and Chatto go out after the Mescaleros?
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN, U.S. A.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. Jf.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V. , A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
SanJ.a Fe, N. M., December 21, 1863.
SIR: This will be handed to you by Don Anastacio Sandoval, of this city, who is a man
of note here. He has just heard of the loss of his herd of 7,000 sheep from near Mesa
Rica, on Red river. Mr. Sandoval knows all that section of country. You will send
troops in pursuit of the Indians who stole these sheep. You will receive by mail an order
to this effect. Mr. Sandoval will go with the troops. Care should be taken to not break
down the horses before the Indians are come up with.
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Now, I hope that we shall not hear that the troops turn back without the stock. The
trail of these sheep can be followed. Give orders, if the party gets out of rations, for
meat to be bought if any can be found ; if none can be found, the troops can feed upon
their pack-mules, and finally upon their horses ; but they must not turn back, when once
the trail is struck, until the stock is recov~red, if they go to the furthest boundary of the
Navajo co~ntry.
In case Fritz's company is already out, mount some infantry. Be careful, or the Ind'ians
will get your own and the herds of the depot quartermaster.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Bri9adier General, Commandin[J.
CoMMANDING OFFICER at Fort Union, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M, December 23, 1863.
GENERAL: Please find enclosed herewith a report by :Major Henry D. Wallen, United
States 9th infantry, commanding Fort Sumner, New Mexico, of a fight which took place
within thirty-five miles of that post between parties sent out from the poE:t and one hundred and thirty Navaj::> Indians. The result was, twelve Navajoes were left dead upon the
field and one was taken prisoner. Many were doubtless wounded, but these were borne
away. Our people captured nine thou:5and eight hundred and eighty-nine sheep and a
good deal of other property.
I beg to call your attention to the conduct of Lieutenant Newbold, United States 5th infantry, who led the handful of cavalry, and also to the conduct of Mr. Lorenzo Labadie,
Indian agent, and to the gallant chaplain of Fort Sumner, the Reverend Mr. F1alon.
These two gentlemen, at the head of thirty Mescalero Apache Indians from the reservation
at Fort Sumner, (Apaches who, one year ago, were our mortal enemies,) did most all the
work, as they were fortunate in being the first to encounter the Navajoes.
Captain Bristol and Lieutenant McDermott, United States 5th infantry, at the head of
their companies, manifested the utmost zeal and alacrity on this occasion, but were unable
to get up in time to participate in the affair. It was a handsome little battle on the open
plains.
The Apache chiefs, Cade11a and Blanco, were very distinguished. One of their braves,
named Alazan, was mortally wounded.
I beg to have authority to issue a suit of clothes to each of these thirty Apaches who
took part in this fight. The government should give them some token of its appreciation
of such fidelity and gallantry. They volunteered for the service, and fought without the
hope of reward.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadiet General, Oommflnding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOliAS,
Adjutant General U.S. A., Washin[Jton, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico,
/Santa Fe, N. M., December 23, 1863.
SIR: The interpreter at Fort Wingate, Jesus, with Delgadito, and three other Navajo Indians, who have been with Jesus to Fort Sumner, leave here this morning for Fort Wingate,
via Jemez. I told Colonel Chavez that Jesus and Delgadito would go on with him, but,
on reflection, I have concluded not to let them go. Jesus will be needed at Fort Wingate, and Delgadito is wanted to go out among other Navajoes to induce them to move.
You wiil let Delgadito and the three Indians who are with him go out among their people,
free to go where they please. But when they come back, if they should come back, they
are not to be permitted to lurk around the post, but will be sent in with all the Indians
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who come in with them. I count on good results in letting these Indians run at large,
for they will tell the others bow we are treating those who have already surrendered.
Let roe know the day they leave your post to go out among their people. J esus will
stay at Fort Wingate.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Bri9adier Geneml, Commanding.
CoMMANDING OFFICER at Fort Wingate, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain Ist Vet. lnf. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., December 24, 1863.
DEAR Sm: I have the honor to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter from
myself to Major Wallen, commanding at E'ort Sumner, and a copy of his reply. One of
the first things to be got and sent out, and they should be sent by express, will be three
strong "breaking-up ploughs." Pray send out a large lot of garden seeds, and get clothing and agricultural implements sent out at once. These matters demand your immediate attention. I will send you a paper giving an account of a late fight near Fort
Sumner.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
·
Bri9adier General, Commanding.
MATHEW STECK,
Sup't of Indian Affairs, Territory of New Mexico, Santa Fe, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain Ist Vet. lnf. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTIIENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., December 24, 1863.
MAJOR: Dr. Bryan will send to Dr. Courtwright 50 bed-sacks and 100 blankets for
the Indian hospital. They will be sent to Fort Union in a day or two.
There are no "breaking-up ploughs" here-not one. Borrow Giddings's. I shall
send to Dr. flteck to buy and send send some out. This will take time. Shall send you
down some small ploughs. If the ground be well wet small ploughs will do better than
none. What with spades, hoes, small ploughs, the plough you have, and Giddings's, a good
deal of land can be got ready to plant by April I, 1864.
There are no Navajo goods here except some wool cards. Shall send you a lot of these.
The owners of the sheep will come for them. Yon will require them to give to the Apaches
who helped to recapture them enough wethers to be a suitable reward. The law allows a
certain percentage, but I do not know bow much. It is left to yourself to determine
what would be right for the Apaches. The troops, of course, want nothing.
In consideration of the gallantry of the Apaches in the late affair, you are authorized to
Jet a number of them, not to exceed five, have passports to go, first to Fort Stanton, and
then from there, under new passports, out in the Mescalero country, to try to induce the remainder of the tribe to come in. You will send men who leave families behind. Their passes
will be for sixty days, when they will report at Fort Sumner. They should be told how
important it is for all who wish to come to come at once, to prepare for next year's
planting. Write to Major Smith precisely what they go for, and so that he may give
passes from his own post, and food to those coming in, when they reach his post.
If Captain Cremony, when out on the late scout, did not exercise energy in his pursuit of Indians, as is indieated in y0ur letter, your duty is plain. It is very expensive
k eepin g cavalry at Fort Sumner. He has a fine company, and if his men are properly
led and handled would be of great service. You must keep that lower country free of
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hostile Navajoes. If Cremony is not the man to be at the head of his men to lead them,
you must get some other leader. Of this you must judge ; but that company must keep
all Navajoes off of a circuit of sixty miles' radius from your post.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
lJri!Jadier General, Commanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN, .U. S. A.,
Commandin9 at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vtt. Inf.
V., A. A. A, General.

c.

HEADQUARTERS DEPART)fENT OP NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., December 25, 1863.
SIR: It is important that you send a force, say of twenty mounted men, under a reliable, energetic officer, who, if he gets upon a trail of Indians, will not wish to turn back
without some results, to the Abo Pass, to remain there and in that n eighborhood twenty
days, to watch for Navajoes coming from the direction of the Pecos, with or without stock, and to attack any and all parties it may find of these Indians. There
are small bands of these Indians coming through to cross nea1 the mouth of the Puerco.
These may be intercepted. If Casa Colorado would be a better point, with pickets patrolling out towards the mountains to cut trails going east or west, you can send the party
there.'
It is hoped that this party may have as good· luck as one had which was sent from
Fo.r t Sumner recently.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Gentml, Commandin!J.
CoMMANDING OFFICER at Los Pinos, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. Inj. c. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DF.PARTl\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. JI., Dectmber 25, 1863.
SIR: I learn that Navajo Indians, in small parties, are crossing the Rio Grande near
Alameda, and are depredating upon the 8tock in that neighborhood. You will send an
efficient officer with twenty or thirty of your best men, mounted, (whether of artillery or
infantry,) up to that part of the valley, or above, to stay there for twenty days, and to
pursue and attack any parties of Navajoes which may have come in during that time. By
having patrols moving up and down the river trails would be cut almost as soon as
made. The party can remain at or near Bernalillo or Alameda, as shall be considered
best.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
co~IMANDING 0Fl<' ICER at Albuquerque, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUt; W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet.lnj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. llf., December 31, 1863.
CoLoNEL: I regretted to hear that the Indians had run off thirty-eight of your best
mules. It appears to me that if they prowl around your herds in this manner some
stratagem might be used so as to decoy them to the neighborhood of a force strong enough
to destroy them. It is hoped, hereafter, your command will be able to protect its owu
stock.
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If Captain Casey can furnish mules to carry provisions for the expedition through the
Canon de Chelly, but not the men's blankets, you will not delay the expedition on
account of lack of transportation. You will have the men carry their blankets and, if
necessary, three or four days' rations in haversacks. The army of the Potomac carries
eight days' rations in haversacks. Unless some fatigue and some privations are encountered by your troops the Indians will get the best of it.
Captain McFerran will soon send you some more mules. I sincerely hope we have had
the last report of the Indians running off stock in the Navajo country.
Now, while the snow is deep, is the true time to make an impression on the tribe. Yon
will give your chief quartermaster positive orders that, when expeditions leave Fort Canby
for scouts, not to exceed twelve days, the men will be required to carry their blankets
and greatcoats for the first eight days.
There is now a large party of citizens and Utes in the Navajo country after Indians.
They started from Abiqnia.
l am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
Commanding Navafo Expedition, Fort Canby, N. M.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

LETTERS RELATING TO INDIAN AFFAIRS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
DURING THE YEAR 1864.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., January 11, 1864.
GENERAL: I have the honor to enclose the official report of a sharp little action with
the Navajo Indians near Fort Sumner, New Mexico, on the Pecos river. You will see
that great credit is due to Lieutenant Charles Newbold, United tltates 5th infantry; to
l\:Ir. Labadie, Indian agent, to Ojo Blanco, an 1\pache chief, and to several citizens and
soldiers named in ·Ma})r Wallen's report. The extreme severity of the weather doubtless
was the reason why it happened that any of the Navajoes escaped.
Lieutenant Newbold's name is respectfully submitted for favorable consideration by the
War Department.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
Adjutant General United States Army, Washington, D. C.
Official:
ER.\STUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., January 11, 1864.
SIR: I see that officers from your post go to Cubero. 'fhey have no duties there, and
if they go "on leave," half their pay is stopped by the orders fvom the War Department. Send me an abstract of all officers of your command who have been absent at
Cubero, or any other town, since October 31, 1863.
Every train going from Fort Wingate to Fort Canby will be escorted efficiently, and the
escort will be commanded by an officer. The ammunition which will come to Fort Wingate with Captain Fritz will be strongly guarded to Fort Canby. The escort to each train
should have spies on ahead, on the flanks, and in the rear, to prevent surprise. Shall the
Indians always get the best of Fort Wingate troops ?
Respectfully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
CoMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Wingate, N. M.
Official:
ERA~TTTS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet.lnf. 0. V., .A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., January 12, 1864:.
DEAR SIR: Your note of the 15th ultimo has just been received. Herewith you will
find the message of the governor of New Mexico, indorsing the policy of putting the
Navajo Indians on the reservation at Bosque Redondo. The legislature has unanimously approved this policy. Dr. Steck himself approved it before he : ~ft New Mexico,
as I can prove. Every intelligent man in the country approves it. It will be the most
unfortunate thing that ever happened to New Mexico and Arizona, the interfering with
this policy. The Indians will go on as before. The great thoroughfare over the 35th
parallel will be interrupted by them ; people going to the new gold fields will be murdered ;
and, after another fruitless season, you will come to this policy at last. It is a pity that other
motives, besides what is best for the country and t.he most humane for the Indians, should
work to the disadvantage of the people, just now. We have made a good beginning, and
if "let alone" this will be the last Navajo war.
Colonel Collins, who for years has been the superintendent, indorses the policy throughout, as you see by his paper. What motive influences Dr. Steck?
We bad a sharp fight with the Navajoes on the 5th instant. You will see the account
in the papers.
Very truly yours,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Ron. FRANCISCO PEREA,
Delegate in Gongressfrom New Mexico, Washington, D. 0.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V. , .A. A • .A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico,
Santa Fe, N. M., January 12, 1864.
GENERAL: I have just received a note from the Ron. Francisco Perea, delegate from
New Mexico, in whic,h he says: "Dr. Steck," (superintendent of Indian affairs for New
Mexico,) "showed me a report which he is going to submit to the Indian department
here, in which he disapproves your (my) policy to colonize the Navajo Indians, decidediy.
He made several other allusions to your (my) campaign against them, which I did not like
nor believe. He thinks it impossible to put the Navajo nation on the Pecos for the small
space of irrigable lands at the Bosque," (Fort Sumner.)
I respectfully refer the War Department to the message of the governor of New Mexico,
herewith enclosed, and which, with reference to Indian policy, was unanimously indorsed
by the legislature. It is unhesitatingly indorsed by Colonel Collins, the late superintendent, and by Colonel Kit Carson, who has conduct of the campaign, and by every
American and Mexican I have heard speak of the subject, Dr. Steck included, except Mr.
Arny and Mr. Greiner, and I had not heard them say much for or against the policy.
It will be an unfortunate thing for New Mexico and Arizona if there be a change of
policy, and you must come to this at last-depend upon it.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'
JAMES H . . CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
NoTE.-As for the quantity of irrigable land at the Bosque Redondo, I believe there is
more than eno1'1gh ; and even if there be not enough, the land at the Bosque Grande,
twenty-five miles further down the river, can be used.
J. H. C.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOliAS,
Assistant Adjutant General D. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

Captain

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Vet. lnf. 0. V. , A. A. A. General.

l~t

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. ~f, January 12, 1864:.
GENERAL: The general commanding this department addressed to you, this day, a communication in reference to a report about to be made by Dr. Steck, (superintende~t of
Indian affairs for this Territory,) disapproving of the policy now being pursued by the
military authorities in this department towards colonizing the Navajo Indians.
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I have the honor respectfully to state, for the information of the War Department, that
on or about the last of October, 1863, I met Dr. Steck at Fort Union, New Mexico, en
route for Washington city. I was present at the last interview Dr. Steck bad with General
Carleton. The doctor had that day arrived at Fort Union from Fort Sumner, at which
post nearly eight hundred Apaches and Navajoes were collected. Dr. Steck, on this occasion, after having personally visited the Bosque Redondo and observed the condition of
the Indians, approved, most cordially, the policy pursued towards them by General
Carleton. He spoke of the Indians as being happy and contented; he gave it as his
opinion that the Bosque Redondo was the only suitable place in New Mexico for a large
Indian reservation; and the general tenor of his conversation was such as to impress me
firmly with the belief that Dr. Steck intended to use his influence with the proper' departments at Washington to have the policy of General Carleton, in this matter, carried out
to the very letter.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assi~tant Aif,jutant General.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOlfAS,
Adjutant General of the Army) Washington, D. 0.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V, A. A. A. General.

'

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe) N. M., January 15, 1864.
SIR : The general commanding directs me to 8ay to you that Delgadito, having done so
well in his recent trip into the Navajo country, need not be sent to the Bosque Redondo
with the other Indians until further orders, but will be allowed to make other trips for the
purpose of inducing more Navajoes to come in. The general thinks that if he would go
to the Sierra Datil be would doubtless find some Navajoes there. Delgadito's family can
remain at Fort Wingate until he goes to the Bosque if he so desires.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.
CoMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Wingate, N. M.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Oaptain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., .A. A. A . General.

DEPARTI!l<JNT OF NEw MExrco, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., Ftbruary 2, 1864.
SIR: Colonel Carson, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, will probably reach Los Pinos
with about two hundred and forty Navajo Indians on the 5th instant.
I am directed by Major John C. McFerran, United States army, chief of staff at department headquarters, to say to you that it is the order of the general commanding that you
send these Indians direct from Los Pinos to Fort Sumner, escorted by company K, 1st infantry California volunteers.
You will give the officer commanding the escort from Los Pinos, New Mexico, written
instructions to use the utmost vigilance while these Indians are under his chargtl; he will
see that they are well cared for, and that none of them escape on the road. After having
taken the Indians safely to the Bosque Redondo, the commanding officer of company K,
1st infantry California volunteers, will report for duty, with his company, to the commanding officer of Fort Sumner, New Mexico.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad;'utant General.
CoMMANDING OFFICER, Los Pinos, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
~4.. General.

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V, A. A.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT o:rr NEw MExico,
Las Cruces, N . M. , Feb1·uary 7, 1864.
· GENERAL : I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of the report of Colonel Christopher Carson, commanding the expedition against the Navajo Indians, of his success in
marching a command through the celebrated Canon de Chelly, the great stronghold of that
tribe, and of the killing of twenty-three of the warriors and the capture of a large number of prisoners. These prisoners are now en route to the Bosque Redondo.
This report is accompanied by reports of Captain Asa B. Casey, United States army,
and of Captain Albert H. Pfeiffer, of the 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, marked B
and C. I also enclose a copy of a letter from Colonel Carson, written subsequent to his
return to Fort Canby.
It will be seen by these papers that the operations of the troops during the severely cold
weather has been of the most praiseworthy character, and been crowned with unparalleled
success.
This is the first time any troops, whether when the country belonged to Mexico or since
we acquired it, have been able to pass through the Cafion de Chelly, which, for its great
depth, its length, its perpendicular walls, and its labyrinthine character, has been regarded
by eminent geologists as the most remarkable of any "fissure" (for such it is held to be)
upon the face of the globe. It has been the great fortress of the tribe since time out of
mind. To this point they fled when pressed by our troops. Colonel Washington, Colonel
Sumner, and many other commanders have made an attempt to go through it, but had to
retrace their steps. It was reserved for Colonel Carson to be the first to succeed ; and I
respectfully request the government will favorably notice that officer, and give him a substantial reward for this crowning act in a long life spent in various capacities in the service
of his country in fighting the savages among the fastnesses of the Rocky mountains.
Captain Asa B. Casey, of the United States 13th infantry, the chief quartermaster of the
expedition against the Navajoes, volunteered for this march, and, as usual with this gallant and energetic officer, was particularly distinguished. I hope the government will
reward him with the compliment of a brevet. He is entitled to a brevet for his gallantry
in assistisg the intrepid Captain William H. Lewis, United States 5th infantry, who burnt
the Texan train in Apache calion on the 28th of March, 1862, and richly deserves that
and also a brevet for his distinguished services in the operations against the Navajoes. I
am sure the government will not be lmmindful of the labors of these officers and the brave
soldiers who followed them, even though the field of their operations is far removed from
the more important and brilliant events of the great war.
Sergeant Andreas H erre,ra, of company C, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, it will be
seen, has again distinguished himself, and it affords me great pleasure to call attention to
his name.
I believe this will be the last Navajo war. The persistent efforts which have been and
will continue to be made can hardly fail to bring in the whole tribe before the year ends.
I beg respectfully to call the serious attention of the government to the destitute condition of the captives, and beg for authority to provide clothing for the women and children. Every preparation will be made to plant large crops for their subt:istence at the
Bosque Redondo the coming spring. Whether the Indian department will do anything for
these Indians or not you will know. But whatever is to be done should be done at once.
At all events, as I before wrote to you, 11 we can feed them che1per than we can fight them.''
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier GeneTal, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
Adjutant General U. S. A., Washingt;n, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., February 14, 1864.
MAJOR: On the 8th instant Lieutenant Pettis, 1st infantry California volunteers, commanding company K of that regiment, started from Los Pinos, New Mexico, for the Bosque
R~dondo, having in charge about two hundred and thirty Navajo Indians. Lieutenant
Pettis was directed to report to you for duty until further instructions were received from
the general commanding.
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I have received information from the commanding officer at Fort Wingate that about
nine hundred Navajoes were at. that post. Orders were sent, by last mail, that these Indians should be sent direct to Fort Sumner, escorted by company B, 1st cavalry California.
volunteers. The commanding officer of this company has orders to report to you for duty
until the general commanding directs otherwise.
Captain A. F. Garrison, chief commissary, bas been directed to Eend at once to Fort
Sumner subsistence stores to feed at least fifteen hundred Indians in addition to those already at your post.
The expedition of Colonel Carson through the Canon de Chelly b as been a perfect success, and the Navajoes are coming in to Fort Canby in great numbers, and there is no
doubt but that the greater portion of that tribe will proceed to the Bosque Redondo as
soon as they can be furnished with transportation by the government.
Mr. Baker, who represents the superintendent of Indian affairs during his absence from
this Territory, sent to the Indian agent at Fort Sumner, by a train which left Santa Fe
yesterday, a quantity of good~ to be distributed to the Indians at the Bosque Redondo-not
a large supply, but all that be could spare.
The general commanding directs that you use every exertion to make these Indians as
comfortable as circumstances will admit upon their arrival at Fort Sumner. Time is now
precious, and having in view the approach of spring and the planting of a crop, the general directs that you see that the acequias are enlarged, and that such other steps are taken
as you may deem proper to carry out what you know to be his views in regard to the Indians now being sent to the Bosque Redondo.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
.A8si8tant Jldjutant General.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN, U.S. A.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., .A. .A. .A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Albuquerque, N. M., February 19, 1864.
SIR: The general commanding directs me to say that as fast as practicable, after the Navajoes come in to your post, you will send them to Los Pinos, as it is cheaper to feed them
on the Rio Grande than at your post.
You will also continue the campaign against that tribe as heretofore, that th ey may understand th at hostilities are not discontinued against them on account of the number that
have already delivered themselves up.
The general also directs that, by each express from your post, you send to department
headquarters a statement showing the number of Navajoes captured, and who have delivered themselves up at your post ,the number sent to Bosque Redondo, and the number
remaining on hand. Each statement will include all who have come in and been sent
away since the previous statement.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CYRUS H. DE ~ORREST, Aide-de-Camp.
CoMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Canby, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJIIENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M. , February 25, 1864.
MAJOR : In addition to the Indians already at the reservation at the Bosque Redondo,
including those who went with Lieutenant Pettis, there are thirteen hundred now at Los
Pinos, who will start for the Bosque to-day or to-morrow. Mr. Pettis will tell you bow
long they will probably be in coming.
You will be sure to make timely estimates for the bread and meat and salt required for
all these Indians, and have a margin of food on hand of at least fifty days. There must
be no mistake made about having enough for them to eat, even if we have to kill horses
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and mules for them. I have ordered Captain Garrison to get flour and meat to yon as
fast as possible. I count on your forecast, and shall endeavor to get everything which
you may need and require; only you must make your requisitions, as you have the data.
Count the Indians twice a month and report the number to these headquarters. Keep an
exact history of the number and date of the arrival of all parties of Navajoes; of deaths
a.nd the cause ; and of the births. Open a book for this purpose, that reference may be
had to it from time to time for statistical information.
I hear this morning that there are thirteen hundred more at Canby and Wingate awaiting to come in. These must make over half of the whole tribe.
Major McFerran has caused to be sent to you two large ploughs, which were made here ;
two more are making at Fort Union, and we will endeavor to buy some. You should
have at least eight ploughs running from now until the lOth of June for corn; until the
lOth of July for beans, &c.
I am collecting large lots of seeds for you. Captain Craig has sent to Bascom to send
over some yokes and chains with the cattle from that post. If they do not come soon
send over for them, so as not to lose time.
The main thing to be done, · while the ploughs are ruuuing, will be to have an acequiamadr~ of great capacity and length, so there will be no doubt of the supply of water being
adequate to your wants. Estimate for hoes, spades, axes, kettles, &c., &c.
'fhe responsibility resting upon you in starting properly this interesting colony is very
great, but I know you to be equal to it. The government will not fail to appreciate and
notice your labors. A copy of this letter will be sent to the War Department.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigaditr General, Omnmanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN, U.S. A .,
Commanding at Fort Sumn~, N. JJf.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. JJf., February 26, 1864.
SIR: Send the two Mexican captives to the commanding officer at Los Pinos. Keep no
people at your post awaiting advices from here. Send them all to Los Pinos. We cannot
feed them at Wingate. Remember this, and make a weekly report of all you send. If
Indians can come in to Fort Wingate they can be made to work along toward Los Pinos.
If they are fed, and have food transported for them, they are well off. They must not be
kept at Wingate. They must be employed in overcoming distance towards the Bosque
Redondo.
Why has not the order been obeyed to send Captain Fritz's company in? Order it in at
once. Feed corn or wheat to Indians, which otherwise Fritz's horses would have eaten.
Issue, until further orders, only eighteen ounces of flour to a ration to your troops. Keep
an account of the difference, so the companies can be paid money.
You must cut down on your rations in time. This sudden influx of Indians will embarrass us for a while. Keep none at your post. Move them at once towards the river.
There we can provide for them. Send me a detailed report of all Navajoes who have surrendered at Wingate, with the date of coming in, and date of shipment to Los Pinos.
Continue, then, these reports weekly. Keep all the statistics concerning them, so that
the War Department may know exactly the history of their exodus.
0

~~

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

I expect much from you. The great point to study is to save your own rations by getting the Indians away. If they could come to Wingate, they can come to Los Pinos.
Respectfully, y•ur obedient servant,
.JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Gtneral, Omnmanding.
CoMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Wingate, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain l8t Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. Gmeral.
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DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., February 26, 1864.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the
14th instant, reporting the arrival of large bodies of Navajo Indians at Fort Canby.
The general commanding directs that these Indians be sent with all practicable despatch
to Los Pinos, New Mexico. Should your transportation be limited, or any of the Indians
be unable to travel, you will send forward by every opportunity as many as you possibly
can of the well ones, and allow those who are sick and crippled to remain at Fort Canby
until they are able to stand the trip to the Rio Grande, or until you have transportation.
I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient l'ervant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,

Assistant Adjutant General.
Captain .AsA B. CAsEY, TT. S. A.,

Commanding at Fort Canby, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet: Inj. C. V:, A. A . •4.. General.

DEPARTMENT OF NEw MEXIco, AssiSTANT ADJtn;ANT GENF;RAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., February 26, 1864.
SIR: I am directed by the department commander to say to you, that as the Navajo Indians are now coming in and giving themselves up in great numbers, you will exerciHe a
sound discretion in sending out scouting parties after them as long as they continue their
present course. Indeed, you will not send out parties to attack them, unless in your judgment the exigencies of the case absolutely demand it.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,

Assistant Adjutant General.
CoMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Wingate, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet Inj. C. V , A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., February 27, 1864.
GENERAL: What with the Navajoes I have captured and those who have surrendered we
have now over three thousand, and will, without doubt, soon have the whole tribe. I do
not believe they number now much over five thousand, all told. You have doubtless ~:;een
the last of the Navajo war-a war that has been continued with but few intermissions for
one hundred and eighty years, and which, during that time, has been marked by every
shade of atrocity, brutality, and ferocity which can be imagined or which can be found in
the annals of conflict between our own and the aboriginal race.
Our success, although hoped for and expected, has come upon us more suddenly than I
anticipated. In consequence, it is found that our commissariat is hardly able to meet the
large demands now made upon it. To provide against every contingency, I find it to be
necessary to ask that you will telegraph to Fort Leavenworth to have sent thence by an
express train two hundred thousand rations of subsistence at once.
We are bending all our energies to get corn, flour, meat, and salt to the Bosque Redondo,
where the Indians are locating, and are making every effort to get lands ploughed and
acequias dug preparatory to putting in a large crop at that point.
I beg to congratulate you and the country at large on the prospect that this formidable
band of robbers and murderers have at last been made to succumb. To Colonel Christopher Carson, first cavalry New Mexico volunteers, Captain .Asa B. Casey, United States
army, and the officers and men who have served in the Navajo campaign, the credit for
these successes is mainly due. The untiring labors of Major John C. McFerran, United
States army, the chi f quartermaster of the department, who has kept the troops in that
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distant region supplied in spite of the most discouraging obstacles and difficulties-not the
least of these the sudden dashes upon trains and herds in so long a line of communicationdeserves the especial notice of the War Department.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOlliAS,
Adjutant General U. S. A.,- Washington, D. G.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vtt. Inj. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

Official:

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTllfENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N M ., February 28, 1863.
MAJOR: Captain Bristol arrived here this morning. He said that flour seems to be unwholesome food for the Navajoes . It is, doubtless, because they do not cook th~ir bread
properly, and eat too much of it. They have been accustomed to food which had greater
bulk in proportion to the nutrim ent it contained. I have ordered corn-meal to be sent to
you for them , and have contracted for unbolted wheat-meal. Until this arrives issue wheat
or corn to them as a change of food. They can make matates, and grind it as Mexicans do.
You are admonished to see that the utmost economy is observed, both by troops and by
the Indians, at your post. The drain now upon the commissariat is so great it will require
every commander to give his personal attention to this matter, or we shall soon be upon
diminished rations.
There are no more old tents to send you. The condemned tents have usually been ordered to be made up into sacks for corn. Your Navfljoes must make wigwams. This
brings me to the thought to ask you to plan a pueblo town for them. The buildings should
be but one story high, and face to the placitas. By a proper arrangement-dead-wall on
the outside, and the buildings arranged so as to mutually defend each other in fighting on
the parapets-a very handsome and strong place could be made by the Indians themselvesthat is, against small-arms. By having a judicious site selected, and the sp~re time of the
families spent in putting up their houses, by next winter they can all be comfortably sheltered. Then to have trees planted to make shade, and I fancy there would be no Indian
village in the world to compare with it in point of beauty. Over three thousand Navajoes
have surrend ered, and many are coming with stock which is their own. It was a condition, if they came voluntarily and surrendered with their stock, it should be theirs, and
they should take it with them; if they held out, and we came and captured their stock,
then the stock was ours. When these Indians with stock come, if they· are willing to sell
any that is not breeding stock, you can buy it, and pay what is falr for it, as fresh meat.
This will alike teach them the relative value of stuck and of money. In my opinion there
are not over five thousand Navajoes in all. I believe I shall have them all at the Bosque
within three months.
You have by far the most important command in this department. That you will exercise forecast and devote all your thoughts, time, and energy to the great work of colonizing
this historic and formirlable band of Indians, I fully believe.
I am, major, respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Btigadier General, Commanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN, U. S. A. ,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V:, A . A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., February 29, 18ti4.
MAJOR: I desire that you give to the Indians at tbe Bosque Redondo all the hides and
pelts of the cattle and sheep which are killed for them from flocks and herds sent for their
subsistence, f!,nd not furnished by the contractor who delivers fresh beef at that po._t for the
troops. If these hides do not furnish enough parflesh to make soles for their moccasins,
you are authorized to purchase others from the contractoF and iEsue for this purpose. An
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exact account must be made of these purchases by the quartermaster, and entered upon a
separate abstract. 'l'he Indians to whom they are issued must receipt for them, and au
officer witnees their mark. It is possible that no one Indian will require a whole hide for
himself and family; if not, he will receipt for one-fourth or one-half, as the Cll.Se may be.
These abstracts and receipt-rolls, sent through the chief quartermaster, will be approved
by me.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient SPrvant.
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN, U S. A.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
CJptain Ist Vet. Inj. G. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., llfarch 3, 1864.
MAJOR: By the last advices from Captain Asa B. Casey, I learn that he has fifteen hundred Navajoes now at Fort Canby. I find it will be necessary to have made, at least, eight
"breaking-up., ploughs, including thosP. you have already bad fabricated at Santa Fe and
Fort Union, in order to have a sufficient amount of ground gotten ready for planting at the
Bosque Redondo for those Indians. Please cause them to be made and sent to Fort Sumner at your earliest convenience.
Respectfully, your obedient servan~,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major JoHN C. McFERRAN, U. S. A.,
()hief Quartermaster, Santa Fe, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUR W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N llf., March 6, 1864.
GENERAL: I have the honor to enclose berewith,"for the information of the War DepartmentI. Letter dated February 20, 1864, from Second Lieutenant George W. Campbell, first
cavalry New Mexico volunteers, in relation to a party of seven hunch·ed and fifty Navajo
Indians under his charge en route from the Navajo country to Bosque Redondo.
II. Letter dated February 21, 1864, from Captain Asa B. Casey, United States army, report\ng that on the 18th of February he had forwarded one hundred and forty-seven Navajoes en route for the BoEque Redondo, and stating that he has fifteen hundred more Navajoes
at the post of Fort Canby, New Mexico, awaiting transportation to go forward to the same
locality, and that more are coming in.
III. Letter dated February 24, 1864, from Lieutenant Mullins, commanding at Los Pinos,
New Mexico, stating that up to that date two thousand and nineteen Navajo Indians had
arrived at that post. This number includes the party that came in under Lieutenant Campbell, and all who had gone by that post to the Bosque Redondo, but not those alluded to
by Captain Casey.
[NoTE.-The number of Navajo prisoners in my hands by last advices is three thousand
six hundred and fifty-six, and -of Mescalero Apaches four hundred and fifty, making a total
of four thousand one hundred and six. J
IV. Letter dated February 5, 1864, from Colonel Charles D. Posten, superintendent of
Indian affairs for Arizona, giving an account of Indian difficulties near the southern line of
that Territory, and asking military protection.
V. My reply to Colonel Posten's letter.
VI. Letter dated March 16, 1864, from Colonel James L. Collins, late superintendent of
Indian affairs, to myself, suggesting what the government ought at once to do with reference to the captured Indians. Colonel Collins's views are worthy of great weight. You
will see that they are fully indorsed by Governor Connelly and by Colonel Carson, who
has been Indian agent in this oountry. All three of these gentlemen have great experience
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with Indians. They have resided in this country for thirty years. I beg to say that I
fully concur in all that Colonel Collins has said.
By the subjugation and colonization of the Navajo tribe we gain for civilization their whole
~ountry, which is much larger in extent than the State of Ohio, and, besides being by far
the best pastoral region between the two oceans, is said to abound in the precious as well
as in the useful metals.
I beg to impress upon your mind, general, that the government should at once take some
action for the immediate support and the prospective advancement of the Navajoes. Although they have been forced by military power to leave their country, yet the government
is so greatly the gainer by their giving it up, that an annuity of at least one hundred and
nfty thom;and dollars should be given to them in clothing, farming implements, stock,
seeds, storehouses, mills, &c., for ten years, when they will not only have become self-sustaining, but will be the happiest and most delightfully located pueblo of Indi~tns in New
Mexico-perhaps in the United States. Legislation to this end should be had at once.
There should not be a week's delay.
Now, until laws be passed granting this annuity, somebody has got to feed and clothe
these Indians. From what I have observed, the Indian department, as represented in this
country, is slow to .m ove in any matter looking towards the peaceful settlement of the Indians, thus freeing the country forever from their hostilities. There is no superintendent
here ; no goods or money belonging to the superintendency, as I am informed ; and no
agent to take care of and direct this interesting tribe.
I have had eight ploughs made, and am gathering up seed, opening acequias, and endeavoring to do all that I can possibly do to get in a crop for them this year. I wrote to
the superintendent, now in Washington, to send out by express even two "breaking··up"
ploughs; but he has not even answered my Jetter. The chief quartermaster has also
bought blankets, and manta and kettles, hoes, axes, &c., &c., to help give them a start
until you in Waahington can come to their relief.
The troops have toiled hard to ovmcome this formidable tribe, and doubtless the operations ag~tinst them will be entirely closed by the end of next May. It is a little hard that
the Indian department does not stand ready to receive and provide for the captives, so that
our attention and energies may be turned to other portions of the department where other
bands of Apaches are killing aud robbing the people with seeming impunity.
'fhese Indians are upon my hands. They must be clothed and fed until they can clothe
and feed themselves. I will not turn them loose again to war upon the people, and cannot
see them perh;h either from nakedness or hunger.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General Lon.ENZO THOMAS,
AdJutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A . .A. Gen~al.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., .Jfarch 7, 1864.
I n turn herewith the charges against citizens Ramon, Lopez, and Mateo Sena,
charged with violation of the intercourse law. Also enclosed you will find the proceedings
of a board assembled to investigate matters concerning the selling of liquor to Indians.
The reservation of forty miles square, with Fort Sumner in the centre, has been duly set
apart for Indian purposes, anrl approved by the President. No citizeas, except those connected with the military establishment of Fort Sumner and wit.h the Indian department,
will be permitted to settle on the reservation ; no persons shall be permitted to come
within the lines to trade with Indians ; no Indian will be permitted to sell to any person a
single article of clothing, food, cooking utensiis, agricultural implements, tools, or arms
issued to him by the agent or by military officers ; uor shall any Indian be permitted to
sell any horse, ox, cow, sheep, goat, burro, mule, or other domestic animal, to any person
outside of the military reservation, and to no person inside of the reservation, to be taken
away from such reservation. Y<in will at once establish such rules and take such measures
as will give practical effect to this order.
The citizens against whom charges have been filed for violation of the intercourse law
you will keep diligently at work planting or in digging acequias, or any other necessary
MAJOR :
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labor looking towards ra1Slng a crop of corn, &c., for the Indians, until the district court
for San Miguel county, or the county in which the offence was committed, meets, when
you will cause them to be turned over to the civil authorities for trial.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
1\Iajor HENRY D. WALLEN, U. S. A.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPART}!ENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., ~!arch 9 , 1864.
MAJOR: General Wright has requested me to send Captain Cremony's company to the
department of the Pacific. You will at once have Captain Cremony turn in everything
which will not be required on his march via Fort Stanton to Las Cruces. Give him three
wagons to go as far as Fort Stanton, and rations only to last him to that post. The wagons
will load at Stanton with wheat or corn for Sumner. Write to Major Smith to give Captain Cremony provisions and trani?portation to Las Cruces. There he will be provided for
for the rest of his journey. Write to Major Smith to send the wagons, which must return
from Las Cruces laden with flour to your post with the flour. Get Cremony off at once,
not only to save the rations, but to save for Indians the corn and wheat his horses eat.
This can be transferred to the subsistence department. You mnst get along with the very
least cavalry you can, until the grass is high enough to maintain the horses without grain;
and if you find you will run low on grain, you must not feed a cavalry horse an ounce of
grain.
It will require the greatest effort and most careful husbandry to keep the Indians alive
until tlte new crop matures. Every Indian-man, woman, or child-able to dig up the
ground for planting, should be kept at work every moment of the day preparing a patch,
however ~mall. What with ploughing, spading, and hoeing up ground, with the labor of
the troops and the Indians, you must endeavor to get in at least three thousand acres. It
will surprise you to see how much can be done if the bands are properly organized, and all
the officers go out and set the example of industry. The very existence of the Indians will
depend upon it, and they should understand that now ; for the country cannot support that
number of mouths in addition to what we want for the troops. Everything depends on
your efforts, and on your making every moment of time of every hand you can muster tell.
The animals of the Indians must be bought and consumed before you kill a head of workcattle ; these you will need for ploughing. Atole will go a great ways even without meat.
The Indians must live on the smalle;;t possible quantity of food. The amount set in the
order is in case we are fortunate in g-etting enough, which I greatly fear we shall have
trouble in obtaining.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN, U. S. A.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Official:
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract.]
Semi -official. J

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., ~!arch 10, 1864:.
MY DEAR COLONEL:
~
,,,
"
~~
~~
t.~
t,:;
~'
~~
The cavalry at your post, and to come, must not be fed grain forage until I have time to
~lilP. what all these human beings are to eat. Give them hay, and have large parties, headed
bv an officer, out on herd by day with them until further orders. There is no help for it.
You must not have a worthless animal at your post. All such must be appraised and con-
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demned, and sent to Los Pinos without delay as food for Indians. Work bard to heip me
carry out all this in letter and in spil!it. I count on you, and all in your district. The
rule applies to u.ll cavalry, or mounted infantry.
Very sincerely yours,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadiet General, Commanding .
Colonel EDWIN A. RIGG, Fott Craig, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw :\fExrco,

Santa Fe, ]•l. M., gfarch 11, 1864.
I have heard that over five thousand of the Navajoes have surrendered. and
within a few days you will have over two thousand of this tribe; the other three thousand
are about leaving Fort Canby.
The question about sufficient food for them to support life, is one about which, as you
may well suppose, I am very anxious. In conversing with Colonel Carson, Governor Connelly, and Major McFerran on this point, I find it is their opinion that one pound of flour,
or of meal, or of meat, per day, to each man, woman, and child, if cooked as atole or porridge, or into soup, could be made to be enough, and is, probably, of more nutriment per
day than they have been accustomed to obtain. Counting big and little, it is believed that
this would feed them. On this basis, one pound of food per day-that is to say, of flour, or
of corn, or of wheat, or of meat, made into soup or atole-I can barely see how they can be
supported until we get provisions from the States, or their corn becomes ripe enough to
pluck. Tho other day it occurred to me that it would not be well for you to sow mueh
whe<Jt ; but I am told the wheat-crop will mature much sooner than corn, and therefore
Rubmit the question entirely to your judgment as to how much of each you will plant.
You will at once commence the system of issuing the pound. The Indians themsel "Tes
must be informed of the necessity of the restriction. Unless this plan be adopted, and at
once, ultimate suffering must ensue. Soup and atole are the most nutritious, and the best
way in which the food should be prepared to go a long way, and at the same time to be
wholesome.
I am told the Navajoes never plough. I am told that corn can be planted (so the ground
be prepared for irrigation) in hills, and tlmt if afterwards the intermediate grass be cut
down and the turf kept loosened, quite a good crop can be raised in that way. I have
more anxiety about the length of your acequias than a little. If you only have water
enough you can plant wheat, corn, beans, English turnips, in this order, until thfl summer
be far advanced.
The Indian villages should be along the acequia, and each family, or band, have their
S('parate lot , so that all could be spading up ground and getting it ready at the same time.
Your acequia should be at least six miles in length, allowing that your land to be cultivated is one mile in width. If the land is narrower, the acequia should be longer. If you
can get in six sections of crops, you can laugh at next winter. Working every hand e,-ery
hour from morniug until evening you will all be surprised at what you will accomplish.
Having sixty of the one hundred and forty.three cattle resr.rved for ploughing, you will
rnn ten "breaking-up" ploughs . We have had eight new ones made. The ploughs can
be in open ground away from the mesquite roots, and the spading in among the mesquite
roots. I only make tbese hints as they occur to me. Being upon the ground, you will be
the best judge of how best to employ your force. 'fhe troops, I know, will feel like lendin~
a hand in so important a work. Again I recur to the length and breadth of the acequia.
With plenty of water, and such a soil, I am sme you can mise a year's supply of bread this
year. What an achievement! Pray let me count on the effort of every soul to attain suuh
a vital point.
I will have two storerooms and a hospital for Indians made by contract, so as not to interfere with building the post, and have a doctor sent especially for Indians.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadiet General, Commanding.
1\Iajor HENRY D. WAL'\'.EN, U.S. A.,
Oommandin[J at Fort Sumner, N. M.
MAJOR:

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V:, A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExrco,

Santa Fe, N. .M, March 11, 1864:.
Captain Cremony's company will, in a few days, come from Fort Sumner to
your post en 1oute to Las Cruces. Cremony will have three wagons from Sumner, which
you will return to Sumner laden with wheat or corn, and escorted beyond danger. You
will then give Cremony transportation to Las Cruces. The wagons which go with him to
Cruces you will have return with flour from Cruces, and send this flour to Fort Sumner.
Get some grain at Tulerosa for Cremony, so as not to haul any that way.
Report by return of mail how much grain you have on hand, and feed no m01·e to cavalry horses until further orders. Have your cavalry horses sent under a strong guard,
commanded by an officer, to some good grazing camp. Give such instructions that the
men will not become careless and lose the horses. Have them (the horses) brought in
every night and fed on hay, if you can. If the place for grazing is too far away for this,
have them brought in every Saturday night. Every grain of corn and wheat has got to be
saved for the five thousand captive Indians now on my hands. If I c·:~.n see my way clear,
and not require all the grain you have got, so much the better. Will the people at Tuleroso send wheat or corn to Fort Sumner? and if so, how much, and at how much a pound,
and when will they deliver it? See about this, and let me know. Encourage everybody
to plant all they can. We shall want more than they can raise. How many condemned
and no-account animals have you at Stanton, of all sorts? BPport.
I am, major, respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding~
1\Iajor JOSEPH 8MITH 1
Commanding at Fort Stanton, N. JJf.
MAJOR:

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Ve!. h>f. 0. V., A. A. A. Genera3.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTitiENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., JJfarch 12, 1864.
GENERAL : Since writing to you on the 6th instant in rebtion to the Navajo Indians,
I have been informed that there are now three thousand of them-men, women, and children-who have surrendered at Fort Canby, and are about starting for the Bosque Redondo.
'fhese, with those now at th1.t place and en route thither, will make five thousand five hundred, without including the captive Mescalero Apaches. There will doubtless be more
Navajors come in to Fort Canby-what are known as the Ricos of the tribe; men who have
stock, and will doubtless be able to subsist themselves upon that stock until we are better
prE-pared to take care of them. Colonel Carson has been instructed to send in the poor and
destitute first. The Ricos will come in afterwards. Among the poor are nearly or quite
all the ladrones and murderers, so that we have already in our hands the bad men of the
tribe. An exact census will be taken of the Ricos, and a statement made of the probable
amount of their stock, which has hitherto been greatly exaggerated, in my opinion. Whea
this is done, Colonel Carson will himself come in from the Navajo country anJ go down to
the Bosque Redondo to give the Indians the counsel they so much need just at this time
as to bow to start their farms and to commence their new mode of life. You have from
time to time been informed of every step which I have taken with reference to operations
against Indians in this country. I multiplied, as much as pos::;ible, the points of contact
between our forces and themselves, and, although no great battle bas been fought, Htill the
persiotent efforts of small parties acting simultaneously over a large extent of country has
dest.royed a great many and harassed the survivors until they have become thoroughly
subdued. Now, when they have surrendered and are at our mercy. they must be taken
care of-must be fud, clothed, and instructed. This admits neither of discussion nor delay.
These six thousand mouths must eat, and these six thousa,nd bodies must be clothed.
When it is considered what a magnificent pastoral and mineral country they have surrendered to us-a country whose value can hardly be estimated-the mere pittance, in comparison, which must at once be given to support them, sinks into insignificance as a price
for their natural heritage.
They must have two millions of pounds of breadstuffs sent from the States. This can be
done by instalments-the first instalment to be started at once; say, five hundred thousanrl
pounds of flour and corn, in equal parts. The next instalment to reach the Bosque in August next, and all to be delivered by the middle of next November. This amount will
last thtm, with what we can buy here, until the crop comes off in 1865 ; when, from that
time forward, so far as food may go, they will, in my opinion, be self-sustaining.
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Add to these breadstuffs four thousand head of cattle, to come by instalments of five
hundred each-the first to reach the Bosque by the first of July next, and all to be there
by the middle of November. Salt can be bought here, but yon cannot buy the breadstuffs
or the meat ; they are not in the country, and consequently cannot be got at any price.
In view of the contingencies of delay!'!, accidents, &c., I have put all the troops on half-rations, and, at most of the posts. ordered that no grain be issued to cavairy horses. These
six thousand people must be fed until you can get us relieved by sending supplies, as above
named, from the States. This matter, being of paramount importance, is alluded to here
as the first which will claim your attention, or, rather, your action; for the matter is imperative-is self-evident.; it needs no deliberation, as you will see. and admits of no delay.
Next comes the wherewithal to clothe these poor women and these little children. You
will find in a duplicate of the letter which I wrote to you on the 6th of March, and which
is herewith enclosed, a list of such articles as are absolutely needed now.
Then comes agricultural implements, which must be here to insure the crops Then the
tools, cooking utensils, &c., &c , lists of which you will also find enveloped with this

letter.
I beg to call your attention to that most important consideration-the managemept of
the Navajoes upon the reservation. The amount of ability and business habits and tact
necessary in one who should be selected to direct these people in their work, and in the
systematic employment of their seasons of labor-in one having forecast to see their coming
wants and necessities, and having resources of practical sense to provide for those wants and
necessities-in one who would have the expending of the funds which must be appropriated
for their support-cannot be commanded for the sum of fifteen hundred dollars per annum,
gi ven to an Indian agent. The law to be framed granting an annuity to the tribe should
also provide for a supervisor, with a salary of at least. ,three thousand dollars a year, and an
assistant supervisor, with a salary equal to that of Indian agent. Thl"se men should be selected with great care. The assistant supervisor should be apt at accounts-practical as a
man of business- -of resources as a farmer and as a mechanic-of patience, indmtry, and
temperance-one whose heart would be in his business, and who would himself helieve that
his time belonged to the government, and need not be spent mainly in "grinding axes"
elsewhere at the expense of the United States. The superintendent need have, and shoUld
have , no further control than simply to audit the accounts.
If all this be set forth in the law, so far as salary and duties go, the whole plan will go
into successful operation at once. If not set forth in the law, you may depend upon it,
general, that, what with changes in superintendents-with diverse counsels and diverse interests, and lack of fixedness of purpose and system-the Indians will not be properly
cared for, and, in room of becoming a happy, prosperous, and contented people, will become
sad and desponding, and will soon lapse into idle and intemperate habits. You wish them
tp become a people whom all can contemplate with pride and satisfaction as proteges of the
United States-a people who, in return for having given you their country, have been remembered and carefully provided for by a powerful Christian nation like ourselves. But
unless you make in the law all tbfl arrangements here contemplated, you will find this interesting and intelligent race of Indians will fast diminish in numbers, until, within a few
years only, not one of those who boasted in the proud name of Navajo will be left to up·
braid us for having taken their birthright, and then left them to perish.
With other tribes whose lands we have acquired, ever since the Pilgrims stepped on shore
at Plymouth, this bas been done too often. For pity's sake, if not moved by any other consideration, let us, as a great nation, for once treat the Indian as he deserves to be treated.
It is due to ourselves, as well as to them, that this be done.
Having this purpose in view, I am sure the law-makers will not be ungenerous; nor will
they be unmindful of all those essential points which, in changing a people from a nomadic
to an agricultural condition of life, should be kept in view, in order to guard them against
imposition, to protect them in their rights, to encourage them in their labors, and to provide for all their reasonable wants.
The exodus of this whole people from the land of their fathers is not only an interesting
but a touching sight. They have fought us gallantly for years on years; they have defended their mountains and their stupendous caiions with a heroism which any people might
be proud to emulate; but when, at length, they found it was their destiny too, as it had ·
been that of their brethren, tribe after tribe, away back toward the rising of the sun, to
g ive way to the insatiable progress of our race, they threw down their arms, and, as brave
men entitled to our admiration and respect, have come to us with confidence in our magnanimity, and feeling that we are too powerful and too just a people to repay that confidence with me<tnness or neglect-feeling thl!.t for having sacrificed to us their beautiful
country, their homes, the associations of their lives, the scenes rendered classic in their traditions, we will not dole out to them a miser's pittance in return for what they know to
be and what we know to be a princely realm.
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This is a matter of such vital in1portance that I cannot intrUf;t t0 the accidents of' a mail,
but t ransmit this letter and its accompanying papers by~ special messenger-Colonel James
L. Collin>:, late su perintendent of Indian aff.tirs-who can be consulted with profit not only
by the "\Var and Interior Departments, but by the proper committees in Congress, whose
attention will have to be nailed at once to the subject.
The War Department, general, has performed its whole duty in having brought these Indians into subjection, and now, in my opinion, stands ready to transfer them _to the Department of the Interior. Other tribes along the Gila and in Arizona are murdering our peopl e
and committing robberies almost every week. We certainly should not be embarrassed with
the care of Indians no longer hostile; so that it foilows that laws should be at once passed
to provide for them, and the proper officers be sent out immediately to r eceive them. vVe
certainly, aR soldiers, have come to that point where our services cannot properly be required any longer with anything which concerns the Navajoes, nnlass it be to station a.
guard in their midst for the preservation of order, and to protect them for a while from the
nomads of the plains.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadie1· Gene1·al, Commandin,rJ.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOMAS,
Adjutq.nt General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. G. V., A . .A. A. General.

[Extract]
HEADQUARTERS DE"PARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
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You wm have corn or wheat issued to Indians, if practicable, at the rate of one pound a
day to each. This, with transportation added, will be paid for by the subsistence department. The Indians will have no other foC'd given to them except salt. In case meat i!s
given to them at times, it will be in lieu of the wheat or corn, and at the same rate, i. e.,
one pound for each Indian, big and little.
Say to Colonel Carson that I think we can feed 6,000 Navajoes, but not to send in more,
or feed additional numbers at Fort Canby. This 6,000 includes all you have sent, which
now amounts to 5,000, including those left at the fort when you sent in the 2,000 and
upwards, and includes those sent from F01t Wingate and elsewhere. So it will leave a thou!:land to send, supposing you have sent off the four hundred left at Canby when the 2,000
came away. Will not that be the most of the tribe? I hardly think they will overrun
6,000. The greatest care must be bad of food ; every ounce must be made to tell.
Keep up a perfect record of all Indians who come in-who are sent off-who are born, die,
or desert, and the amount of stock sent to the Bosque. These statistics are absolutely
necessary. You will furnish them on the lOth, 20th, and last days of the month.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain AsA B. CAREY, U.S. A.,
Port Canby, N. M.
Of£.cial:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A: A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPABTl\IE~T OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. JJf., March 19, 1864.
GENERAL: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter from Dr. Steck, the
superintendent of Indian affairs, to myself. It is dated at Washington, Febmary 12, 1864.
It is to be observed that he declines to feed the Navajoes. It is a fact that he went off to
vVashington without making provisions for subsisting the four hundred and fifty Mescalero
Apaches which I bad moved to the Bosque Redondo, and which Colonel Collins took off
my hands last April, but which his successor, this Dr. Steck, let come back on to my
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bands again in November, 1863. And now, to cap the cHmax in the way of modesty, you
will observe that be wishes me to h elp move the peaceable Jicarrillas to the Bosque and to
feed them as well. If this be done, it would be curious to learn what Indian affairs Dr. Steck
is superintending.
•
·
You will also find herewith enclosed a copy of a letter fro~ Captain Bristol, United
States army, written at my request, and sent to a Mr. Baker, who, I believe, assumes to be
aCting as Dr. Steck's vicrgerent while the doctor is absent in Washington. He never
answered the letter nor gave the articles enumerated, although, I am informed, be has
many in store which he says are for the Pueblo Indians. It may not be amiss to state that
the Pueblo Indians are all comfortably provided for ; that the NavaJoes are utterly destltute,
and that he could have let these articles go to the Navajoes without detriment.
You will also find enclosed with this a letter from Major Wallen, United States army,
who is in command of Fort Sumner, and is doing all he can to get the Indians located, to
get in their crops, and to have them well cared for.
Last fttll, as you have been informed, this superintendent d esired that we should let the
Mescalero Apaches go to their country again. This was positively forbidden by myself.
Then he went to Washington and endeavored to oppose the Navajoes going to the Bosque
Redondo, because he thought they should have a reservation in their own country. He
knows well enough there is no one place in the Navajo country where there is tillable land
enough for such a purpose ; he knows they could not be kept on such a reservation ; he
knows the difference in cost of transportation of supplies alone for Indians and for the garrison in their midst would be against a reservation there equal to 1he support of the tribe
at the Bosque Redondo. Last fall, at the Bosque, he held out the idea that the Indians
(Mescaleros) then there should go to their country. When told by the military that if
they attempted to go they would be shot, it made trouble. Now he writes to the agent there
that it is an Apache reservation, (land enough to support 10,000 people given to 450 !)
and that the Navajoes will not be permitted to stay there. The poor Navajoes, as you see
by Major Wallen's letter, who had thought they bad finally got a home, feel unhappy at
the prospect of moving again. And thus he makes more trouble; and all this time, it
will be well to remark, he feeds neither the Navajoes nor the Apaches, and his vicegerent
will not even lend us some hoes and brass kettles to help out a little when we have so
many priRoners on our hands and are straining every point to feed them and to get in a
crop this year for their support.
Dr. Steck wants to hold councils with Navajoes! It is mockery to bold councils with a
people who are in our hands and have only to await our decisions. It will be bad policy to
hold any councils. We should give them what they need-what is just, and take care of
them as children until they can take care of themselves. The Navajoes should never leave
the Bosque, and never shall if I can prevent it. I told them that that should be their
home. They have gone there with that understanding. There is land enough there for
themselves and the Apaches. The Navajoes themselves are Apaches, and talk the same
language, and in a few years will be homogeneous with them.
I beg therefore to say, that unless the Navajoes are permitted to stay at the Bosque Redondo, they have been treated in bad faith. And I beg further to say that, judging from the
manner in which this Dr. Steck has gone on, his superintendency of Indian affairs will
not conduce either to the happiness or the prosperity of the Indians. Pray let us do what is
right by the Indians without the mockery of a council, when, finally, we should have everything our own way. And as I have promised the tribe that the Bosque should be their home, I trust
the government will make good my promise.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H . CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
Adjutant General U.S. A , Washington, D. 0.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. Genercil.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., M1zrch 21, 1864.
CAPTAIN : You will send a list of all Indian prisoners which arrive at your post, made
out on the day of their arrival, and showing their condition as regardG clothing and cooking utensils; and you will make out a list of all who leave your post for the Bosque Redondo, made on the day of their departure. Keep a record of all deaths, births, and de-
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sertions among them while at your post, and send an abstract of it to these headqua1ters,
and send a Jist of the stock arriving and departing which belongs to the Indians, and of
what articles you issue to the Indians.
I am, captain, respectfully,
JAMES H CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanaing.
Captain THOMAS L. RoBERTS,
Commanding at Los Pinos, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw ~IEnco,
Santa Fe, N. M, March 25, 1865.
MAJOR: On your list of persons composing the military establishment of Fort Sumner,
who are entitled to draw rations, you put down six as belonging to the Indian department.
Neither Mr. Labadie nor his employes having a right either to draw or buy rations, who
are these six per.:;ons?
The Indians are to be fed at the rate of one pound for each man, woman and child per
day, of fresh meat, or of corn, or of wheat, or of wheat-meal, or of corn-meal, or of flour,
or of krout, or of pickles ; cr, in lieu of any one of these articles, half a pound of beans,
or of riue, or of peas, or of dried fruit. Salt at the regulation allowance if necessary.
It is nt;t only desirable on account of the health of the Indians, but to save the regular
subsistence stores for the troops, that corn and wheat, and corn-meal and wheat-meal, and
beans be issued to Indians. We have a good supply of beans, and as they are a wholesome and nutritious article of diet, you can cause them to be issued as often as practicable.
If meat could be killed so as to have some meat and some farinaceous food made into
soups, it would doubtless go further and be more acceptable to the Indians. Save the workcattle for ploughing. Be snre that no wool or pelts are thrown away.
In future reports, the amount of food for Indians which you may have on hand will be
rendered on a separate paper from that for troops, and the return of Indians will be on a
separate p<tper from any account of troops. 'l'his will lead to no confusion in counting
upon the duration of your supplies.
How many ploughs are you now running? Please report from time to time the progress
you make in getting ground ready for cultivation. Some more ploughs, two at least, will
soon be sent down.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
NoTE.-I have mentioned the amount of food to be issued to Indians as an emount sufficient for their support, according to the judgment of Governor Connelly, Maj or McFerran,
Colonel Carson, and others. But you are upon the ground, and can tell if this be enough
or not. If not enough, in your opinion, give me your views of how much should be issued. The utmost economy must be observed, but there must be no want.
J. H. C.
Official:

ERASTUS. W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

[Extract]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M, March 27, 1864.
DEAR MAJOR : '"'
~
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~
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We shall want more long-handled shovels, and at least two hundred strong hoes, for the IndianR. Wallen writes they break three spades a day. If, when this reaches you, you havealrrady telegraphed to send out the five hundred thousand pounds of flom and two thousand
head of cattle for Indians, you need not change it, as we can use the flour and cattle here
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and for the expedition, but if you have not telegraphed as yet in relation t o tb e matter, send
this message: ''We have succeeded in getting bread and meat enough for Indians. None
need be sent.''
If you can manage to get enough breaking-up p1oughs to make twenty with what we have,
send them through as soon as you can. What will a peck of English turn'ip-seed cost, good
fresh seed?
Truly yours,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigaditr General, Commanding.

Major JoHN C. McFERRAN,
"Chief of Staff, &rc., Denver City.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V:, A. A. A.- General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPART!\IENT OF NEW MEXICO .
Santa Fe, N. jJf., Ma1ch 30, 1864.
MAJOR : Mr. Robert Carley, of Albuquerque, bad some mules run off by Indians last
summer. He says the Navajoes who are coming in have some of these mules. We have
told the Indians if they voluntarily surrendered they should retain th eir stock. The question arises whether th ey do not claim such stolen stock as their stock. I deeided, in case
of government mules found with tht'lm, that they should have ten dollars a head for recovering it, t he price paid others, as we cannot tell whether the Indian now in possession
of the animal is the one, or even belongs to the tribe of the one who stole it.
Mr. Carley in the same way should pay ten dollars a head for recovering his mules to
the person who now has them in possession. This seems to be no more than right. Certainly it is the only just way by which I can reconcile the giving up of the stock with
what is due to both parties.
•
It may be bard on the Ind ian, and is certainly hard on Mr. Carley. Better this, bowever, than not get his mule at all. So you will explain this matter t.o the Indians, have
Mr. Carley identify th e mule or mules, and when he pays the money, as indicated, to the
Indian, th e mule or mules will be given up.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Major HENRY D. WALLEN, U.S. A.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain Ist Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. jJf. , April 1, 1864.
CoLONEL: On the lOth instant I shall despatch a small train from Albuquerque with subsistence stores for Fort Whipple. It will take some seventy-two thousand pounds of assorted stores.
As soon as the Navajo war has finally closed, which will, I hope, be soon, as I already
have six thousand prisoners of that tribe, operations will be commenced on th e Apaches.
I desire to establish a post, which will be a base of operations, on the Gila river, on that
great bottom north of Fort Bowie. That must be the most important agricultural region
in Arizona ; and while it is central with r egard to operations against Apaches, it will protect the farming interests there and the rich mineral region near the Prieta, affluent to the
Gila from the north, opposite somewhere about the centre of the bottom alluded. to. I
desire that you proceed from Fort Bowie to that point and select the site of a four-company post. Have Captain Tidball or some other intelligent officer go with JOU, and have
the ground so marked that be can direct the troops to the identical spot you select.
I enclose herewith a copy of a letter just received from Colonel Posten, superintendent
of Indian affairs for Arizona. You will order, in my name, a board of officers to assemble
to investigate and report upon the matters of which he complains. Let this be done at
once. I trust that there is no disposition on the part of the military to embarrass Colonel
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Posten, or to withhold any reasonable amount of help which he mrty properly require in
the wa~r of escorts . As for transportation, it seems to me thrtt the Department of the Int erior should furni"h him with that, and not tbe Department of War. He surely has no
right to claim that, and yet, when it can be spared, there must be no splitting of hairs. It
is for the public service. I take it for granted that Colonel Posten will see how hard we
are pushed for transportation, and not feel to ask for more than what is positively necessary
to discharge his official duties as superintendent The exigencies of the military service
will first be considered by the military ; but we must be neighborly, and it is our duty as
well to help all the other branches of the government in that isolated and dangerous
region.
At this season of the year, when transportation is scarce, an effective campaign against
the Apaches of Arizona cannot be put afoot by the waving of a wand. Troops and supplies
have to be collected from very distant points, and at great expense, and means of transportation have to be provided without leaving the rest of the departm ent at a dead lock.
Please inform the people of Arizona that they shall have help as soon as it can be given
effectively. When I commence on the Apache~, as when I commenced U[jOn the Navajoes,
they must understand it is to be a serious war; not a little march out and back again. If
there can be a pm;t established at the point indicated by the middle of May, the troops can
have some vegetables this year.
Let me know how far it is from Fort Bowie to that. point, and whether it is a good wagon
road, and if there be water mid-way.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Lieutenant Colonel NELSON H. DAVIS,
Assistant Inspector General U. S. A., 1ucson, Arizona.
Offidal:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., .A . .A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPART.MENT OF NEW MEXICO,
·
Santa Fe, N. JJ[, Aprzl 1, 1864.
CoLONEL: We have succeeded so well in getting food for the Navajoes that tlle restriction can be removed with regard to feeding forage to cavalry horses. You will therefore
feed as you had done up to the datlj of that restriction.
u
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The Apaches in the mountains southwest of your post and at the head of the Mimbres
are numerous and hostile. Cannot you send, say, two good, resolute parties of forty men each,
by different routes, to hunt aJ'ld destroy all but the women and children? Have Greene
organiz,j a third party and take a third route Each party should go light ; should depend mainly on l.Jeef on the hoof, or sheep if you have them, a little sugar and coffee
and flour and salt. Let the parties be out for at least forty days, and go well into the
country-go without noise, with spies in ad vance, with flankers, with men concealed in
each camp when the troops leave it, to destroy all who follow on the trail. If you think
forty too small a party, increase it.
In and around Fort West and the Burro mountains the Apaches are also numerous . I
suppose they have just come back from their winter residence in Chihuahua. They have
just run off seventy mules and horses from one of our trains at Cow Springs. Whitlock is
after them from the Mimbres. I will try to send a force south from ·wingate, and another from Canby. Picked men and officers, each striving to do his utmost, will accomplish a good deal. To move silently to hunt Indians is the only way to accomplish anything at all. For God's sake let the commands move light, as we w<1nt much transportation to get supplies south of the Jornado. Greene sets the example of moving light.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel EnwiN A. RIGG.
Commanding at Fort Craig, N. JJI.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
(Japtain 1st Vtt. Inj. C. V, A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJ\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa J?e, N. 11!., April 3, 1864.
Since writing to you on the 12th ultimo, the letter taken to Washington by
Colonel James L. Collins, bearer of despatches, we have been able to secure more food for
the captive Indians than I believed then to be possible, and therefore I directed Major McFerran, chief of staff, to telegraph to you from Denver City to send out but five hundred
thousand pounds of flour and two thousand head of cattle, these to arrive in October.
We have been able to borrow some subsistence stores from the district of Colorado, and
I have just beard of the arrival, at the mouth of the Colorado river, of a vessel with subsistence stores which will be taken to Fort Yuma, whence we can draw upon them to a
certain extent for the troops in western Arizona. This vessel had been seventy days out !
So that I can now see the way clear for the troops and the Indians to be fed until supplies
cau come out from the States. About this I was very anxious.
The Apaches in Arizona are very hostile, and efforts must be made to subdue them at the
earliest practicable day. I was in hope that some answer would long before now have been
given to my letter to you dated the 29th of last November, a duplicate of which was also
forwarded on the 12th of last ;January, in relation to increasing the bounties to be paid to
troops re-enlisting in this remote department. Some more men, perhaps, might have been
gotten under the law for re-enlisting veterans, had it not expired so soon. Before the
orders reached here extending the time to the first of March, there were only a few days
left, not enough to let the fact be known. at the remote posts where the troops are the most
needed. The last extension to the first instant only reached here at noon on the .31st day
of March, and could only be known in Santa Fe before the time expired. So, practically,
it was of no avail except to secure the re-enlistment of eleven men.
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Is it expected in Washington that I am to furnish transportation for Indian goods, and
escorts and transportation for the superintendent of Indian affairs, and for other civil
officers in Arizona? I will do all I can consistent with requirements in the military branch
of the service. I am written to, and about, as if this could be demanded as a right. •:~
Should not other departments furnish all but escorts?
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Oommanrling.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
Ad(jutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. 0.
;;:,See enclosed letter from Colonel Posten, dated March 10, 1864, marked I; letter from
Colonel Coult, commanding at Tucson, of March 18, 1864, marked II; letter from General Carleton to Lieutenant CJolonel N. H. Davis, dated April l, 1864, marked III.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Oaptain let Vet. Irif. 0. V. , A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa
N. j[., JJfarch 20, 18 64.

J?e,

MAJOR: I have received your letter in relation to Labadie's making the Navajoes unh~ppy by suggesting they would move. You have the Navajoes and Apaehes under your
charge, and Labadie, too, so far as seeing that he does and says nothing to make the Indians either unha.ppy or discontented. If he does either, you will at once order him off
the reservation, and order any other person off, whatever Le his rank in the Indian department, unle~;;s he will promise not to sow seeds of discontent among the Indians still
nnder charge of the mritary and who are fed by us. You will be sure to let no Indian
leave the reserv.:.tion except by my authority, let whoever may desire it, until after the Indians are all transferred to the Department of the Interior. We have had trouble enough
by these outside hostile, puerile, senseless interferences, and I propose to have no more of
it. So you will be governed entirely by orders from me. You are responsible for the
safety, care, feeding and work of the Apaches and Navajoes. Don't the Apaches eat our
food? And you wLI be sure, as long as you have this responsibility, to let neither Labadie, nor Steck, nor anybody else, come there to breed mischief or make trouble. When
the Indian department acts properly and feeds and clothes the Indians, we will let them
do it in their own way; but when they throw the Indians on our hands, as they did the
Apaches, to feed, then they must not meddle with them until they get them back. This
matter has been represented to the War Department. Have neither nonsc:nse nor child's
play.
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Have sent you seven ploughs. Will soon send you some more, if possible. Have
sent to Cr,1ig for fifty each of shovels, spades, pickaxes.
Will try to send you
ten more ploughs and some farmers to help work. You must get in six sections.
Tell Calloway, (who is a trump,) _Colonel Collins bas gone to Washington to look
after matters for the Navajoes. 1here are 2,200 en rouie from Canby, besides those who
came with Mullins, and 400 more at Canby awaiting transportation. Send me a copy of
this letter . I shall be down as soon as I see you all have enough to eat; 6,000 is no joke.
Respectfully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON, Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN,
Commanding Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Va. Inf. C. V., .A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExiCo,
Santa Fe, N. M., April 8, 1864.
MAJOR: I have the honor to inform you that I have ordered one hundred thousand
pounds of subsistence stores from Albuquerque to Fort Whipple. They start the lOth
instant. These stores will reach your post on the 15th or 25th of May next. The
train will be escorted by the remainder of company " D" 1st cavalry California volunteers. Vlben the train returns, send in to Albuquerque, New Mexico, (giving them rations only to Fort Wingate,) company "F" 1st infantry California volunteers. This
will give you a company of infantry and nearly a company of cavalry for your garrison.
The next train that goes out with rations will be escort~d by a company whose time will
not be out for a year or two. How you stand with reference to supplies, and the number of
mouths to eat them, you should report by every express. You disappoint me by the paucity of your reports on all the subjects of which I spoke to you. You have doubtless got
back from, and had time to give me, a fuli account of your explorations.
I am preparing to commence operations against the Apaches of Arizona. A post will
be established in the great valley of the Gila, directly north of Fort Bowie, an d from
that point hostilities will be prosecuted. If possible the troops will be there by the lst
of June. The valley in which it is intended to put the post is ~aid to be very fertile;
to be some sixty miles long and a mile and a half broad. It will be the greatest agricultural locality in the Territory. The Prieta, a stream running through the richest
gold region, comes into the Gila about midway the valley.
~~
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I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CAtl.LEfON, Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major EDWARD B. WILLIS,
Comm ,mding F'vrt Whipple, .Arizona.
Official:
ERA.~nUS W. WOOD,
Capfl1.in ht Vet. lrif. C. V., .A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS

DEPART~IENT OF

NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., Apnl 8, 1864.
CoLONEL: I have noted what you have said about the rich Navajoes. If th ey can feed
themselves you can send in even 10,000. If not, send in not over 8,000, including what we
have. Those who have stock and can support themselves had better be told again that, if
they come in, they shall have their own stock. If they compel us to force them in, we
will have all we crm take. I cannot believe but that 8,000 will cover all the tribe; and
we can manage to feed that number. The Ricos can live on their stock at the Bosque as
well as in their own country. Transfer your command to Captain Carey when you come
in on the court that is to try Captain Everett.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigaditr General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
Commandmg Nava.fo Expedition, Fort Canby, N. JJI.
NoTE.-Captain Murphy can come. Captain Pfeiffer must stay with his company. Send
in Indians by every opportunity. If the ricos come in soon they can plant some this year.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., .A . .A. A. Gf/neral.
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HEADQUARTF:RS DEPARBIENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. 11., April 9, 1864.
MAJOR: I have received your letter of the 1st of April, 1864, in relation to food for the
Indians. It waR well, if )OU found that a pound of breadstuff,; a day, or its equivalent
in meat, was not enough, to issue more. It is possible that we may be able to get meat
so as to give them a pound apiece per day, if the whole animal, weighed just as it lies
upon the ground after it is killed, the entrails taken out, but the animal not skinned,
(for they eat the entrails, which will compensate for the skin,) be issued. If we cannot
get the animals you will have to make close calculations, so as not to find yourself
enthely without meat. You will, if necessary, have to issue less. The Indians will have
beans issued to them once a week. Have them taught by the soldiers how to cook the
beans. You are authorized to issue to the chiefs and principal men of the Navajoes and
Apaches some coffee and sugar-in all not to exceed eighty rations per day-the Navajoes
to have their just proportion, having reference to their superior numbers. You should
have a good talk in council with the chiefs of both tribes in convention, and tell them
that every effort is making to get food forward, but they must be prudent and see that not
an ounce is wasted; that Colonel Collins has gone to Washington, at my request, to urge
upon the government to send out blankets and other clothing, and tools, and utensils for
farming and for cooking, and tobacco, and ornaments, &c., and that I hope soon to send
them word that the article8 have been bought and are upon the road; that the Indians
must be patient and must believe we will do all we can to make them comfortable and
happy; that the IndianR have the best land in the country; that the Mexicans are jealous
that they have such a beautifnl place ; that, if they work hard, in a few years they will
be the richest pueblo in the country. This is all true ; and if they could be made to see
how tht'y will prosper if they will only be patient, be prudent, and industrious, as I see
it, they would be very happy and contented.
On the 25th of February you were directed to make timely estimates for food for Indians, so
as to have fifty days' supply on hand. We have not yet received an estimate for this
food. Make the estimates on the Indians you actually have on hand to feed. Why has
it not been sent in?
Major McFerran bas bought ten ploughs for you at Denver. Have the yokes and
chains got in readiness. 'l'be ploughs will soon reach you. The Indians themselves should
learn to plough. You should talk with the chiefs bow important this is. They will have
to do it some day. Now is the time 1o learn. You may even hire them as laborers to
plough. We canot ge.t citizens to do this.
You have by far the most important command in this Territory. Every one knows
it and speaks about it. I should rather you would stay at Sumner than to send you
to Bascom, because I believe you will take an interest in this great work. 'The post of
Fort Sumner is uncommonly healthy, as all the records show. The water, although a
little brackit,h, is proved to be most wholesome. When Fritz's company comes a cavalry
camp must be formed down the river, and the horses kept on grass. We cannot get
the corn to feed to cavalry at Fort Sumner. It must be reserved for the feeding of human beings. Remember this, and please to remember it in time.
I am, major, very- respectfully, your obedient servant,
J A....\:IES H. CARLETON,
Brigadter General, Commanding.
Major HENRY D. WALLEN, U.S. A.,
Commanding Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lrif. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., April 17, 1864.
GENERAL: Enclosed herewith please find1st. A copy of a private letter from Governor Goodwin, of Arizona, to myself. This letter is
dated at Tucson, A.rizona, April 4, 1864. It shows that there is an immediate and pressing
necessity for a military force to go to that country to punish the Indiaus, who are not
only numerous, but very hostile. In this letter Governor Goodwin sustains the action of
Colonel Davis, assi stant inspector general United States army, about which Colonel Posten,
the superintendent of Indian afiairs, so bitterly complained in a letter already sent to you.
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2d. A copy of a Ietterfrom Lieutenant Colonel Davis, assistant inl'pector general, United
States Army, dated at Fort Whipple, Arizona, March 20, 1864, in which, among other
things, he treats at len gth of these Indian difficulties.
'
3d. A copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Davis, assistant inspector general U. S.
A., dated at Tucson, Arizona, April 4, 1864 In this will be seen what is said of Colonel
Brown, of the lt;t .cavalry California volunteers, now en route to this department from that
of the Pacifiic Colonel Brown has been ordered to Fort Craig, New Mexico, there to
await further orders. What with political schemes and mining interests in Arizona, both
of officers of volunteers, of civil officers, and citizens-which go to form not only spTings
of action, but which warp judgment, and sometimes strive to deflect the rays which
should come direct from truth-it is difficult for any commander, who proposes to act
with an eye to the interests of the governmeot, to act justly by all, and to act with anything like vigor, to escape the most unmeasured abuse. You can depend on this. I shall
expect at least my share . for I find that my ideas of what should be done conflict very
directly with tho;;e of many of the. e gentlemen who have gone in one capacity or another
to that Territory.
4th. Copies of extracts from private letters from Lieutenant Colonel Davis, United
States Army, on affairs in Arizona.
The necessities which are shown by these letters to exist for immediate demonstrations
against the Apaches of Arizona, have indueed me to commence organizing an expedition
to proceed against them . It will consist of, say, about five hundred men ; will start fro~
Las Cruces, New Mexico ; will have its depot of supplies on the Gila river, north of Fort
Bowie, whence small parties of twenties, and forties, a ud eighties, will radiate in all directions and follow any trail that may be found. We must trust to the gallantry of small
parties against any numbers. Large parties move snail-lil> e ; are seen at once and are
avoided ; generally are laughed at by these Apaches. Small parties move secretly ; cover
more ground ; move vith celerity ; emulate to do better than all others, and, in the end,
either destroy the Indians or worry them into submission.
It is very fortunate that the NavP.jo war is at that point toward a final ending as to give
but little further uneasiness. If, by the help of Providence, we can have the Rame fortune
in our demonstrations against the Apache.; of Arizona, the great drain upon the treasury,
which has been kept up by these Indian wars, will forever cease.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON, Brigadier General, Commandir.g.
Brigadier General LORENZO TBO~IAS,
AdJutant General U. S. A , Washinpton, D. C.
Official :
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet.Jnj. c. V., A.. A.. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTllfENT

OF

NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., April l, 1864.
CoLONEL : There are many Apaches returned from Chihuahua, and are now in the Mogollon and White mountain s, at the head of the Little Colorado, due south of Fort Canby.
A few days since they stole '70 mules and horses from one of our trains at Cow Springs. Is
it possible for you to send a force of one hundred picked men into these mountains, to
scout for them for, say, fifty days 1 If so, do it at once. Two parties will be out from
Craig, and two others from McRae, and one from the Mimbres. You will find some Navajoes
in that way who have stoc k. The men should take mainly cattle or sheep on the hoof for
food, a very little flour and sugar and coffee and salt. 'l'his is the way they will go from
the other posts : as light as possible ; as silently as possible ; with spies well to the front ;
with Jil.ankers : with a few men secreted in camps to ambush Indians following the trail.
I think you overrate the numbers of the Navajoes. Get all the information you can
from prisoners, Zulli Indians, Moquois, of where they are; have this written down, and
the probable numbers. We will then see what the chiefs at the Bosque say. Some of
those we can then get for guides, and lay all our plans understandingly. You can send
on 7,500 Navajoes, including what we have. That number we can feed.
~~
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Respectfully, I am, colonel, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON, Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,

Commanding NavaJo Expedition, Fort Canby, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W . WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. G. V., A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., April 20, 1864:.
MY DEAR SIR: I have had the pleasure to read your letter to Lieutenant Colonel Coult,
sent by Captain French, in which you kindly give us the privilege of receiving supplies
at the port of Guaymas, and the privilege of transporting them through the sovereign
State of Sonora to our Territory of Arizona, for the use of the troops of the United States
serving in that Territory. You also give us the privilege of continuing the pursuit of
hos-tile Apaches over the boundary line, if necessary, into your state ; a corresponding
privilege which we cordially extend towards the forces of yopr excellency, when following_
our common enemy, the Apaches.
These kindnesees are duly appreciated. They serve to make your people and our people
still faster friends, and serve to make us fetl that we have kind and obliging neighbors.
'Ve only trust your excellency will contrive some way by which we may have tae pleasure
of reciprocating the favors you have extended towards us.
There is one matter which should be called to the attention of yonr excellency at this
time. I am about to commence hostile operations against the Apaches of Arizona. A
force of five hundred men will leave Las Cruces, on the Rio Grande, about the lOth
proximo, and will march to a point on the Gila north of the Chiricahui mountains ; there
establish a depot, and from that point, in small parties, commence operations upon those
savages. I shall at the same time endeavor to get the Pima and Maricopa Indians to help, and
also the miners in Arizona. In this way a great many men, acting simultaneously against
them, will make them suffer very greatly. Some of them will doubtless make their way
into Sonora. If your excellency will put a few hundred men into the field on the first day
of next June, and keep them in hot pursuit of the Apaches of Sonora, say for sixty or
ninety days, we will either exterminate the Indians or so diminish their numbers that they
will desire to cease their murdering and robbing propensities, and live at peace. Your
excellency is well aware that the great obstacle which stands in the way of the immediate advancement towards prosperity of Sonora, Chihuahua, and Arizona, is this tribe
of savages. When it is subdued that prosperity will come, but not till then. I beg you
will write to the governor of Chihufl-hua on this point, so that we may make a combined effort against these Apaches. If we do this I am sure we shall succeed. It has
been my good fortune, in making war upon the Mescalero Apaches and the Navajoes, to
destroy a grea.t many; and I have now 6,000 of them prisoners. They are upon a reservation at
the Bosque Redondo, on the Pecos river, where they are now planting corn and wheat,
and where they will form a pueblo. I sincerely trust I may count on the earnest and
powerful co-operation of your excellency in prosecuting hostilities against the Apaches,
which infest the country on both sides of the line west of the Rio Grande.
With sincere wishes for the health and happiness of your excellency, and for the happiness and prosperity of the ~:rood people of Sonora,
I have the honor to be your excellency's obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
His Excellency Don YGNACIO PESQUIRA,
Governor of Sonora, Mexico.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet.lnf. G. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUAli.TERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa J!e, N. M., April 20, 1864.
1\h DEAR Sm: I have ventured to trespass upon your time in order to call your attention to a plan I have in view, which looks toward a punishment for murders and
robberies of t.he Apache Indians, who infest the states of Chihuahua and Sonora, and the
Territory of Arizona, on our side of the line. About the lOth of May, or a little later,
I shall send a command of troops, numbering, say, five hundred men, to a point on the
Gila north of the Chiricabui mountains, where a depot of supplies will be established, and
from which the troops, in sma1l parties, will move in every direction, and follow up and
attack every male Apache Indian able to bear arms whose trail may be met, or who may
be overtaken. At the same time this is done it is my purpose to get the Pimos and
Maricopa Indians, to whom I have given over two hundred muskets and ammunition in
plenty for the same, to join in hostilities against the tribe. The miners at the gold
fields in western Arizona say they will also turn out and help, if they can have some
provisions from me, which I shall give them.

12

178

APPENDIX.

Now these active operations will cause many of these Indians to flee across the lines
into Chihuah~1a and Sonora. If your excellency will turn out your militia and get a few
hundred of them into the field by the lOth or 15th of June next, for, say, fifty or sixty
days, we shall accomplish a great deal toward the destruction of the common enemy of
all the citizens of your state as well as of filonora, and the country on our side of the
line. Not until this is done effectually can we hope for anythisg like prosperity. I hope ·
your excellency will give your powerful co-operation in a matter of such grave importance.
In this event, should your troops desire to come on our side of the line, come in welcome, when you please, and as far as you please.
A captive Mexican woman, whom we took away from the Apaches, and who id now
at Pinos Altos, says the Apaches go into the town of Corralitas and buy powder and other
ammunition from a Mexican resident of that place, whose name is Zoloaga. If this is so,
I have but little doubt but that your excellency will cause Mr. Zoloaga to be shot ;
for it would be impossible to conceive of a crime of greater magnitude.
Hoping to hear a favorable response to my proposition, and ardently praying for the
health and prosperity of your excellency, and the happiness and good fortune of the
good people of the state of Chihuahua,
I have the honor to subscribe myself, with high regards, you'r excellency's obedient .
servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Don Lours PERRAzAs,

Governor of Chihuahua, Mtxico.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. Gentral.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT

NEW MEXICO,
20, 1864.
MY DEAR GovERNOR: About the lOth of May proximo a command of, say, five hundred men will start from Las Cruces, New Mexico, for a point to be selected on the Gila
river, north of Fort Bowie, as the site of a new post. Here a depot will be formed, and
from this place active hostilities will be commenced and continued against the Apache
Indians of Arizona. The purpose of this letter is to urge upon your excellency the
importance of getting every citizen of the Territory who has a rifle to take the field for,
say, sixty days, and to co-operate with us in making war upon this tribe. The only hope
we can have of speedy success must rest upon the combined efforts of every man who
can be got to take the field. In this way, where many parties are in pursuit of Indians
at the same time, the Indians, in endeavoring to escape from one, run into others. In
this way, those who are not destroyed will soon be worried into acquieEcence with our
terms. I have written to the governors of Chihuahua and Sonora to endeavor to get them
to turn out a few hundred men each, and to co-operate with us for sixty days, commencing, say, June 10, and have given them authority to pursue Indians over the line and as
far into our Territory as they please.
I have given the Pimos and .Maricopas over two hundred stand of arms, and ammunition for the same, for the purpose of enabling them to prosecute hostilities ag<~.inst the
Apaches, and I desire that you will urge them to put four patties of, say, fifty men each
in the field for the same sixty days. The Papagoes should also be induced to help their
quota, and make the war general, and make it extend over as large a field as possible
at the same moment of time. Here lies the great key to our success. While this is
doing, troops will be dir~cted to work eastward from Fort Whipple, southward from Fort
Canby, southwestward from Fort Wingate, westward from Forts Craig and McRae. These
movements will be simultaneous, and must produce f.worahle results. I will consult with
Governor Connelly and try to get him to send a few militia from the southern part of the
Territory to help.
Let me count on your active and energetic efforts in this matter, and in a few months
we may hope to see Arizona free from the great impediment whkh stands in the way of
her speedy development. Pray see the Papagoes, the Pimos, and theMaricopas, and have
that part of t'he programme well and effectually executed. You will be abie to secure the
efforts of the miners with::mt trouble. Let us work earnestly and hard, and before next
Christmas your Apaches are whipped. Unless we do this you will have a twenty years'
war.

Santa
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You may count on my rloing all that can be done to clear your Territory of these terrible
savages; but it will take bard work and p ~ rsistent work. Every man who has the development and prosperity of Arizona at heart must put his shoulder not only to the wheel,
but to the rifle.
I am, my dear governor, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
His Exce11ency JoHN N. GoODWIN,
Governor of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJf, April 21, 1864:.
CoLONEL :
\l
f)
~
o
o
~
o
o
o
~
I am organizing a command of five hundred men to operate from a base to be established
on the Gila, north of Fort Bowie. This command will take the field about the lOth proximo, and will be supplied with flour from mills in. your district.
You are authorized to give the Indian ponies captured in the very handsome affair of
the energetic and gallant Whitlock to his command. Let me assure you, colonel, that
Captain Whitlock's success is regarded here as a great coup on the Apaches. I feel to thank
him most heartily for his exertions, prudence, skill, perseverance, and gallantry. The
officers and soldiers who went with him, and who shared alike his toil and his triumphs,
deserve great praise.
The letter sent by this mail to the governor of Chihuahua I wish you to forward by
express. It is left unsealed, that you may read it. Every effort must be made to have a
general rising of both citizens and soldiers, on both sides of the line, against the Apaches.
All, Mexicans and Americans, have a direct interest in this matter.
I hope you will have every company in your command put in immediate readiness for
the field, prepared at all points.
If possible I will come down in May.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel GEORGE W. BowiE,
Commanding J)istrict of Arizona, F'fanklin, Texas.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st

Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. Gentral.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., April 24, 1864.
GENERAL: I have tbe honor herewith to enclose1st. An official copy of a letter from Oaptain J. Thompson, 1st cavalry New Mexico
volunteers, giving the essential points of a march which he made from Fort Canby, in the
Navajo country, to Fort Sumner, on the Pecos river, having in his charge, when he arrived at Fort Sumner, two thousand four hundred Navajo prisoners. The Adjutant General will see that on-e hundred and ninety-seven of these Indian prisoners of Captain
Thompson's party, when he left Fort Canby, died en route. The weather was very inclement, with terrible gales of wind and heavy falls of snow ; the Indians were nearly
naked; and, besides, many died from dysentery, occasioned by eating too heartily of halfcooked bread, made of our flour, to which they were not accustomed.
2d. A copy of a letter from Major Henry D. Wallen, United States army, commanding at Fort Sumner, in the heart of the Indian reservation. This letter explains how the
Navajo and Apache prisoners are getting along.
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By next week we shall have some sixteen ploughs running near the post.
Both of these letters are dated the 15th instant.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOMAS,
Ad;'utant General U. S. A., Washington, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., April 24:, 1864.
GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to enclose1st. A copy of an official letter from Colonel Christopher Carson, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, dated the lOth instant. In this letter the colonel expresses his convictions
that we have not yet got one-half of the tribe of Navajoes. In this, from all I can learn,
I think the colonel overestimates the number of those not come in. In my belief the Ricos
not yet surrendered, but who, it is said, will soon come in, do not number over two thousand. We have now, in round numbers, six thousand, which would make the whole number of the nation to be eight thousand-a full estimate, I think. See in this letter what
Colonel Carson says of the "wisdom" diRplayed in moving these Indians. I use the word
wisdom without any reference to myself, but merely to contrast it against the utter folly
of any measure looking toward putting the Navajoes on a reservation in the Navajo
country.
2d. An official copy of a private letter from Colonel Carson, in which he speaks more
fully of the propriety of removing the Indians, and of his desire to be at some post
where he can have his family with him. Colonel Carson has labored bard, and is deserving of some respite. I sincerely trust the War Department will recognize his serviced in
some substantial manner.
Captain Asa B Carey, who bas labored so bard in this Navajo war, should be brevetted
a lieutenant colonel. This recommendation is based upon the supposition that he will
surely be brevetted a major for distinguished gallantry in assisting to burn the Texan train
in Apache calion, March 28, 1862.
Major John C. McFerran, United States army, should receive a brevet as lieutenant
colonel for distinguished services as chief quartermaster of this department during the
Navajo war. See a copy of my letter of February 27, 1864:, on this subject.
I am, general, very truly and respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENzo THOMAS,
Ad,iutant General U.S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPART!IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. 1f., April 24:, 1864.
GENERAL : I have the honor herewith to enclose1st. A copy of a private letter from the Hon. Richard C. :McCormick, secretary of Ari~
zona, dated Fort Whipple, Arizona, March 26, 1864:, in relation to Indian hostilities in
that Territory. This will be proved to be a very interesting letter.
2d. A copy of the Arizona Miner, newspaper, which also tells of Indian troubles there.
3d. A copy of an official letter from Major Edward B. Willis, 1st infantry California
volunteers, commanding at Fort Whipple, Arizona Territory. It is dated March 18, 1864.
This letter gives an account of an extended scout in that distant terra incognita in search of
a locality for the territorial capital. The description of the country, and the difficulty of
travelling over it, will be found interesting and of historic value in connexion with the
first settlement of what, at no distant day, will be a powerful and wealthy State.
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4th. A copy of an official letter from the same officer. It is dated Fort Whipple,
Arizona, March 28, 1864, and gives further intelligence of the hostilities of the Apaches
in that section of country.
5th. L~>tter from myself to his excellency the governor of Chihuahua, Mexico, It is
dated April 20, 1864.
6th. Letter from myself to his excellency the governor of the State of Sonora, Mexico.
7th . Letter of same date from myself to his excellency John H. Goodwin, governor of
the Ter ritory of Arizona.
These last three letters will inform the War Dep'trtment of measures which are now
taking towards commencing hostilities against the Apaches of Arizona. We are getting
supplies and means of transportation down to Las Cruces as fast as practicable, and collecting troops there from other points for this service. We shall all do our best to put an
end to these Indian troubles in Arizona. The War Department must know that all of
Arizona north of the Gila for, say, two hundred miles, and covering the range of country
infested by hostile Indians, is of the most difficult character over which to move troops.
Every expedition must be made with pack-mules for transportation, and as the country may
be said to be unknown with regard to practicable routes and to points where grass and
water may be found, too much must not be expected from the labors of the troops. They
will do their best; and if the plan of operations which is set forth in the letter to Governor Goodwin be carried out, hopes for good results may, with some reason, be entertained.
8th. A map of the country upon which Lieutenant Cyrus H. De Forrest, aide-de-camp,
has laid down some of the principal points alluded to in these letters. It will be found
to be useful as a map for reference.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
,

Bri9adier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENzo THOMAS,

AdJutant General U.S. A., Washin9ton, D. C.
Official:

ERA">TUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., April 24, 1864 •.
GENERAL: On the 15th ultimo, about 3 p. m., the Apache Indians of Arizona stampeded
a herd of government mules at Cow Springs, one march west of the Mimbres river, and
succeeded in getting off with sixty of these mules and four public horses. This could not
have been done had a company of infantry, which was escorting the train to which these
animals belonged, been on the alert, and with sentinels posted well outside of the herd,
which was grazing.
Enclosed herewith please find a letter from Colonel George W. Bowie, commanding district of Arizona, and a letter from Captain James H Whitlock, commanding a company in
Colonel Bowie's regiment, 5th infantry California volunteers, wherein you will see with
what handsome results these Indians were followed~ Captain Whitlock and the gallant
men who accompanied him deserve an especial notice from the War Department.
A dozen or two of pursuits like Captain Whitlock's would give our troops the morale over
these Ishmaelites of our deserts. Twenty-one Apache warriors left dead upon the ground,
and a large amount of stock retaken, are results which the War Department may consider
to be creditable.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Bri9adier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
.A.d;"utant General U. S. A.. 7 Washington, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. (}. V:, A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DF.J>ARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. .M., Aprzl 25, 1864.
CoLONEL : Enclosed herewith you will find a telegram dated at San Francisco, the 7th
instant. The companies which are to be sent by Yuma are the last three of the seven companies of the 1st cavalry California volunteers. Colonel Davis, United States army, who
is supposed to be at or near Tucson, has this day been written to to send the best one of
these companies to the Riventon, and the other two to await orders at the camp on the'
Mimbres. In case Colonel Davis has left Tucson when these companies come, you will
see that these troops are distributed aE I have directed. Have your whole command put
in immediate order for field service. See that all your canteens, haversacks , water-kegs,
pack-saddles, apacahoes, wagons, harness, &c., are in the best possible repair, so as to move
your troops at a day's notice.
Depend on this, the present garrison at Tucson will be sure to take the field at a very
early day, and I desire to have it move without delay and in splendid orde'r for field service and fighting. When you come to have critical inspections of your material, of your
clothing, camp and field equipage, of what needs repairs, of what is absolutely essential
and what is not, you will find, as I have often found, that you have a great task on your
hands. See that all of your books are posted up to date, and all accounts made up to
date and sent off, that there be no after-claps about your records, whether of post or in any
company or staff d epartments. Have everything snug and ship-shape and prepared, as a
sailor might say, for a storm.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Ger(eral, Commanding.
Lieutenant Colonel THEODORE A. CouLT,
Commanding at Tucson, Arizona.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. Irif. C. V. , A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTlUENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. 111., April 25, 1864.
CoLONEL: You are authorized to let the camp on the Mimbres remain as it is until fu r ther orders. It will be a good strategic point, having reference to approaching operationf>
against the Apaches of Arizona.
Please send sorue first-rate men and have Leitzendorfer's well enlarged, and made so as
to hold a large volume of water. · The troops will doubtless have to go by the Cienega de
San Simon on account of a lack of water on the Stein's Peak route. Have Cow springs
enlarged and cleaned out without delay.
Respectfully, I am, colonel, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel GEORGE W. BOWIE,
Commanding District of Arizona, Franklin, Texa8.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. Genera.l

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N . .M., May 2, 1864 ..
CAPTAIN: Please find enclosed herewith General Orders No. 12, currant series from these
headEJ.uarters. You can have a picked command of sixty men, all told, got in readiness
and move by the 20th instant, so as to be in position in time to perform your part of the
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programme. Of course, if this party comes across NavRjoes who are not en route to surrender themselves at your post, they will be a-ttacked. It seems to me you could get two
or three Navajo guides who could take the troops directly to an .Apache rancheria. Let us
see whether parties of New Mexico volunteers can excel parties of Californians. Let officers and men be picked.
;:-,
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I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain AsA B. CAREY, U. S. A.,

Commanding NavaJo Expedition, Fort Canby, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V, A. A. A. General.

DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico, .AssiSTANT An.ruTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., May 3, 1865.
CAPrAIN: Your communication of the 29th ultimo has been received. The commanding general directs me to say that the course adopted by you with reference to the Mexicans and Inrlians who attacked the Navajoes that were en route to Fort Canby is approved.
You will retake any stock or property thus taken from the friendly Navajoes and return it
to them; and take prisoners, and send to Banta Fe, any Mexicans, Zuiii, Moquoi or Utah
Indians who offend in that manner. Send word to the Zunis and Moquis that if they allow this to occur again their villages will be atta.cked by our troops. If necessary, take
some of th~ chiefs and principal men and hold them as hostages for the good b ehavior of
the balance of the tribe.
The missing communication from the express package was probably one taken out by
Colonel Carson, while en route from Fort Canby to Santa Fe . The express man had orders
to give him a letter from the package if he should meet the colonel on the road.
Enclosed yon will find a copy of department General Orders No. 12, current series. The
~eneral thinks it would be well, in executing that portion of paragraph V'which refers to
Fort Canby, to transport your supplies, if possible, by wagons to the base of the Mogollon
mount;tins. By so doing you would save your pack-mules for the more active operations.
If you can spare the wagons from the post they might remain until the return of the detachment. The guard left with them would have to intrench themselves to prevent being
captured while the scouting p Lrties were out.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de·Camp.
Captain .AsA B. CAREY, U. S. .A.,
0 omm4nding at Fort Canby, N . .M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M, May 9, 1865.
GENERA.L: Enclosed herewith I have the honor to send you an interesting report on
a.ftairs at Fort Sumner, as far as the Navajo and Apache Indians are concerned . This report is written by Major Henry D. Wallen, United States army, at present in command at
Fort Sumner. It shows the progress of the work that has been done there preliminary to
getting in a crop. Want of tools, want of clothing, want of almost everything, is severely
felt; but we are hoping that the authotities at Washington will soon remedy all this.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J.AMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,

AdJutant General U.S. A., Washington, D. 0.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO.
Santa Fe, N. M., A-lay 31, is64.
GENERAL: I have the honor to enclose herewith1st. Au official copy of a report dated May 5, 1864, made by Lieutenant Henry H.
Stevens, 5th infantry California volunteers, and giving particulars of a handsome little
fight which took place between company I, 5th infantry California volunteers, under Lieutenant Stevens's command, and one hundred Apache warriors. The Indians attacked the
troops as they were pa::;sing through Doubtful Canon, near Stein's Peak, in Arizona. Lieutenant Stevens deserves credit for the handsome manner in which he conducted this affair.
2d. An official copy of a report on the Navajo war, and other matten; pertaining to
the settlement upon a reservation of this formidable tribe. This report is ruade by Colonel Christopher Carson, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, and is rlated May 20, 1864.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Gemralr, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
AdJutant General U.S. A., Washington, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V. 1 A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., May 31, 1864.
GENERAL : Enclosed herewith please find a report made by Caphin Francis McCabe, 1st
cavalry New Mexico vohmteers, of the movement of over eight hundred N ~tvajo prisoners
from their native country to the reservation at the Bosque Redondo. I am induced to send
all these reports to the War Department that you may be in possession of the historical
facts connected with the final exodus of this interesting people from the land of their birth
to that set apart for their residence, henceforth, by the general government.
I am, general, very respectfully, &c., &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOMAS,
AdJutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJJ. ,June 17, 1864.
CAPTAIN: I have directed Colonel Rigg to establish Fort Goodwin in or near the Tuleroso
valley. Colonel Davis suggests thatyou be selected to point out the exact spot. To save
time proceed at once and join Colonel Rigg for this purpose, which, when completed, may
leave no doubt upon so important a point. Give Colonel Rigg all possible information of
the country, the San Carlos and Bonitfl. va.lleys; of wheat and corn-fields belonging to Indians, that be may consume the grain before it is gathered by them, and then return as
quickly as poEsible to your post and carry out effectively, as I know you will do, your part
of the programme. I feel to congratulate you on your success. Pray thank the officers
and men who were with you for their gallant conduct and their efficient services. Do this
in my name.
My anxiety to do all that mortals can do to bring this Apache war to a speedy and final
end is very great. Not until then will Arizona show the world her wonderfui deposits
of gold and silver.
I am, captain, respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain •r. T . TIDBALL,
Commanding at Fort Bowie, Arizona.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V:, A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M, June 19, 1864.
GENERAL : I have the honor herewith to enclose1st . .An official copy of a letter from Major Edward B. Willis, 1st infmtry California
volunteers, commanding at Fort Whipple, Arizona . It is dated the 27th ultimo, and gives
the latest intelligence from the new gold fields in that vicinity. The general will see that
the promise of mineral wealth in northern Arizona is becoming more than realized.
2d. An official copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Nelson H. Davis, assistant
inspector general United States army. It is dated at Tucson, Arizona, June 5, 1864.
Colonel Davis was ordered to select a site for a post to be er;tablished on the Gila river,
northward from Fort Bowie, Arizona, and had an escort of about one hundred men, more
or less, according to my recol ection from previous reports. With a part of this escort he
made a night march, and at daybreak attacked a rancherht of Apaches and killed forty-nine
of them. This is decidedly the most brilliant success over that tribe of brutal murderers
which has ever been won. Too much praif?e cannot be awarded to Colonel Davis and the
handful of officers and men who so gallantly followed him, for this achievement.
I urgently request that Colonel Davis may receive the compliment of a brevet for such
gallant and meritorious conduct.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOMAS,
AdJutant General U.S. A., Washington, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., June 25, 1864.
GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to enclose a copy of a letter, dated the 9th instant,
from Captain Henry B. Bristol, United States army, cvmmanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
You will see that it gives very gratifying intelligence from the Navajoes and Apaches on
the reservation at that post. The overflow of the river all11ded to is over the lower bottom; the crops are quite all planted on a second bottom some four or five feet higher, and
were not injured, I suppose. I think the estimate of three thousand acres already planted
is too large, but do not doubt but that the number of acres which will be planted this year
will come nearly up to three thousand-may exceed it. The Indians, as a general thing,
are very docile and quite industrious.
I am general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOMAS,
AdJutant General U. S. A., Washin9ton, D. c.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMFlNT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa
N. M., June 26, ~864.
DEAR Sm: Your letter of the 16th instant was handed to me by Captain Benjamin C.
Cutler, assistant adjutant general, last evening. I regret to h ear that the Indians in Colorado are becoming hostile. Your excellency, perhaps, may not have h eard that we are now
in the midst of active 6perations against the numerous ·hordes of Apaches in Arizona, and
that nearly all the available force in this department is now occupied in that campaign or
in conducting captive,Navajo Indians from their native country to the Bosque Redondo,
on the Pecos river, a distance of more than three hundred miles, or in guarding near seven
thousand of these captives at Fort Sumner and Fort Canby. A short time since a band of
guerillas robbed some trains upon the Cimarron route, and I have troops in pursuit of them
from Fort Union and from Fort Bascom. I mention these matters to show how the small
number of men now under my command are employed. But when we were menaced and
in trouble you came to help us, and you may be sure that should you need our assistance
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we will respond to your call, as far as possible, to the last man that can be spared. I will
try to get some more troops to Fort Union at the earliest practicable day, and will help
you all we can.
Be of good cheer, for if Colorado and New Mexico join in hostilities against the Utes, I
believe by the end of next winter we could bring them to such a state as 1o make any other
campaign unnecessary. It would be well to avoid a collision until the snow falls, if poB-·
sible. The winter time is the most favorable for operations against Indians, as then no
time is lost in trailing, and t~ey soon become exhausted of supplies; and, being embarrassed by their families, cannot so well elude pursuit. Of course, a war with that or any
other tribe is to be avoided altogether, if possible. When it is commenced, it should be
commenced because they have been the aggressors and are clearly in the wrong. In this
case the punishment should be very severe. I mention these matters to your excellency,
so that all efforts for peace may be resorted to before war is resorted to; then, if we must
have war in spite of our efforts, Colorado and New Mexico united may make it a war
which they will remember.
I am, very respectfully, your excellency's obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
His Excellenev JoHN EvANS,
G~vernor of Colorado, Denver, Col.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain Ist Vet. Inf. G. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJtl., June 30, 1864.
CoLONEL: By communication from the War Department to these headquarters, dated
January 9, 1864:, it is forbidden for any of the military to adopt Indian children. This,
in connexion with another communication from the same source on the giving up of Indians held by citizens, which communication is referred to in a recent. proclamation by the
governor of New Mexico to the people, induces me to believe that under no circumstances .
will the government tolerate the "binding out" of Indians to either officers or citizens;
therefore I decide that all Apache captives be sent, properly guarded, to tbe Rio Grande,
at Las Cruces, and thence to the reservation at the Bosque Redondo. Please to thank
Captain French and his men, in my name, for their handsome campaign, made with good
results, under discouraging circumstances.
It i,; to be hoped that the citizens of Tucson, who have so much interest in a successful
termination of the Apache campaign, will go out and strike one good blow to help the
cause . The troops operating from the north have had some beautiful little battles, and
killed and captured quite a number of Apaches.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient tlervant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Lieutenant Colonel THEt)DORE A. CouLT,
Commanding at Tucson, Jlrizona.

a

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF .NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJ!. , July 8, 1864:.
MAJOR: I desire that you send to the Bosque with the n ext party of Navajoes all of
the Apache prisoners who were brought in by Captain Pfeiffer's command. If there
be danger of their escaping en route. the men of those prisoners should be ironed. By
having some of the Arizona Apaches at the Bosque, I can, at the proper time, send
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some of them out into their own country with such intelligence as may induce others to
come in. It is important that every Navajo Indian should be sent to the Bosque at the
earliest practicable day. I wish to break up Fort Canby as soon as possible. Please send
me an express the day the next party starts, with an account of its strengh, tue number
and description of its stock, &c.
I am, major, respectfully,
JAMES H . CARLETON,
Bri[Jadier General, Oommandin[J.
Major P. W. L. PLnfPTON,
Comrnandin[J at Fort Canby, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet.lnj. 0. V., .d. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., July 8, 1864:.
GENERAL: I have the honor to enclose herewith1st. A return of captive Indians now at the Bosque Redondo. This return is dated the
30th ultimo, and shows a total of 6,321. Information, not in an official form, has just
been received here that there are now at Fort Canby 1,000 more Navajoes, awaiting transportation for the children, to go to the Bosque. Teams are now on the way to that post
to move this party. I have reason to believe that we shall soon have them all; for the
Navajoes who come in say that the Ute Indians are endeavoring to cut off all Navajoes who
are still at large. This will hasten them in
2d. A copy of a letter from Captain H. B. Bristol, United States army, conveying a letter
to himself, written by Captain William P. Calloway, 1st infantry California volunteers,
who has had charge of the planting at Fort Sumner. These letters show how much has
been done towards raiBing a crop this year. If we could have had tools and farming
utensils enough we could have raised twice as much this year. A field of 3,000 acres will
help a good deal, however. I am very hopeful that next year there will be enough
raised to support all the Indians at the Bosque Redondo.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES• H. CARLETON,
Bri9.adier General, Oommandin[J.
Brigadier General LoRENZO THOMAS,
Ad.futant General U.S. A., Washin[Jton, D. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W . WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnj. C. V, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., July 17, 1864.
CAPTAIN : I desire that you make, once a week at least, a report of the progress made
in building by the employes and troops, and of the progress made in planting and attending to crops, and the appearance of the crops belonging to the Indians. Some three or
four hundred of hoes have recently been sent to you. Do you absolutely need more, and
if so, bow many?
The Reverend Mr. Hayes bas come back and gives us the pleasing intelligence that he
has engaged a priest and three lay brothers and sorue sisters to instruct the Indian
children ; and the Secretary of the Interior has written to the bishop of New Mexi.co that
we shall have some assistance toward establishing of the schools at Fort Sumner. Tell
the Indians this . Now, as the season is far advanced, and i~ is important to have schoolrooms erected at the earliest practicable day, I wish you would consult with Colonel Carson, and get the Indians to make a sufficient quantity of adobes to put up, say, eight good
rooms for school purpoaes and for the teachers to live in.
I want a site chosen for this school establishment ncar the post, and a plan carefully
drawn for the different buildings. The rooms should, when all completed, occupy the
four sides of a square. No one school-room should hold over one hundred scholars. Now
all the rooms should face inward on the square or placita. Here the children could play.
Suppose the square to be arranged so as to be to the same points of the compass as Fort
Sumner. Now the first rooms to be built, this year, should be those on the northern side,
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and if possible some on the east and west sides. Next year we could complete the square.
It follows, then, that the whole plan should be carefully made, and be framed, and be kept
at Fort Sumner, to be built to from time to time, until completed. It must be remembered that for at least 800 children, with rooms for teachers, &c., the establishment when
done will be quite extensive.
I wish you to study out this matter carefully, and give
expression to the idea by a well-considered plan with specifications. We will at once build
as many of the rooms as we can. All we ask of the Indians is to make the adobes. If
they help lay them they shall be paid for that part of the laMr. 'l'he site should be so
chosen that a fin e, large piece of ground can be set apart as a garden, where th e boys can
be taught practically t]le art of raising fruit and vegetables. We have no time to lose.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain HENRY B. BRISTOL,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A . ..A. Genercil.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., July 21, 1864.
CoLONEL: From information which I have received, I believe that many Apaches have
left the mountains north of the Gila and are now in considerable numbers along the
Sonora line, about and west of Lake Guzman. I am anxious that an officer of experience
should comiilland a small force and proceed against these Apaches. His operations in this
respect will be independent of, but auxiliary to, the general movement now making against
these Indians, which movement is under the command of Colonel Rigg, 1st infantry
California volunteers. You are selected to command this force, and will proceed to Las
Cruces, and, by my authority, require of Colonel Bowie, commanding the district of Arizona, the necessary number of troops, not to exceed seventy, rank and file of infantry, and
not to exceed fifteen cavalry, with a proportionate number of officers. The necessary funds,
subsistence stores, transportation, guides, and packers, will be furnished by the chief quartermaster and chief commissary of the district of Arizona on and according to your requisitions.
The ordnance officer at Las Cruces will also furnish what orduance and ordnance stores you
may want. The time to be occupied on this expedition is left to your judgment ; but it
is presumed that you can accomplish all practicable purposes with regard to the Indhns
in, say, not to exceed sixty days from the time of departure from Las Cruces. I have
heard that some rich placers of gold have recently been discovered on the Sonora line ,
somewhere northwestwardly from Corralitas; that these placers occupy the country on
both sides of the line. I have also heard that in that neighborhood, or still further
westward, there are some very rich mines of silver. You will get all the information you
can in relation to the truth of these rumors, as to the exi:>tence and character of these
mines, as the n ext important consideration, after the subjugation of the Indians, is the
knowledge of the mineral wealth of the country. This is now of vast importance to the
general government. Having completed all this, and returned the troops to their proper
stations, you will come to department headquarters and report the result in writing for
the information of the War Department.
If possible procure specimens of good size from any placers or mines which you may
visit or discover, that they may be sent to Washington with your report.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Lieutenant Colonel NELSON H. DAVIS,
A~sistant Inspector General V. S. A., and chief commissary.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A.. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJ\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Pe, N. M., July 23, 1864:.
GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to enclose1st. A copy of a letter dated July 12, 186!, at Fort Canby, by Major P. W . L. Plympton,
United States seventh infantry, temporarily in command of that post. This letter shows
that, say, one thousand and forty-four Navajo Indians are now en route from the Navajo
country to the reservation at the Bosque Redondo. This nearly completes the whole tribe.
As operations are concluded in the Navajo country, instructions have been given for the
abandonment of Fort Canby as soon as the materiel can be gotten away.
2d. A copy of a letter dated at Fort 8umner, New Mexico, on the 14th instant, from Colonel Carson. This interesting letter shows the favorable condition of affairs at the reservation to which the Navajo tribe of Indians have been sent. It shows that there are now on
the reservation six thousand three hundred and nine Indians. When those reach there
who are now en route, there will be seven thousand three hundred and fifty-three. It is
possible when all the stragglers come in the number will be swelled to eight thousand.
3d. A copy of a letter dated at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, on the 15th instant. This
letter, written by Captain Henry B. Bristol, United States fifth infantry, in command of
that post, gives a very satisfactory account of the condition of affairs at that important
station.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENZO THOMAS,
Ad§utant General U.S. A., Washington, D. 0.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. I!tj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJ\IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 13, 1864:.
CAPTAIN: I have not received your return of captive Indians made in tabular form, and
showing loss and gain, for the month of July, 1864. Please send it at once, that a copy may
be forwarded to the War Department. Hereafter enter upon the reroarks on your post return the number of captive Indians of each tribe which you have on the last day of each
month. I desire that a regular morning report be kept of these Indians, so that a history
of the changes among them can always be at Fort Sumner. In tbe column of remarks of
such report, enter anivals, births, deaths, &c., &c., and events, such as when fields were
ploughed, hoed, crops gathered, and amounts, acequias dug, &c., &c. Such a report will
be exceedingly useful for future reference. Of course the report will only be approximately
correct, except on days when you make a regular count of the Indians. Major Wallen, I
believe, commenced a book of this kind If it is found impracticable to make a morning
report, have it made weekly and on the last day of each month, when, of course, it will
correspond with the total of the monthly return sent to department headquarters.
I am., captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Gtneral, Commanding.
Captain HENRY B. BRISTOL,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEA.DQUARTERS DEPARTJIIENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. .11!. , August 14, 1864.
Sm: Enclosed herewith is the ground-plan of a building for school-rooms and for quarters for some sisters and some lay 1Jrothers, who are coming to this Territory to assist in
teaching the Navajo and Apache children how to read, write, &c. It is proposed to make
this building near Fort Sumner, on the Navajo and Apache reservation. There we already
have seven thousand five hundred of these Indians, and at least one thousand if not twelve
hundred children among them.. I have already expended, from quartermaster's funds,
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some eighteen thousand doJlars for a hospital and for store-rooms for grain for these Indians. Those buildings are now nearly, if not quite, completed. If you could give twelve
thousand dollars toward making this building, out of the one hundred thousand dollars
just appropriated, we could soon have shelter for the teachers and rooms for the children
and make a commencement in the great work in educating the youth of this interesting
people. The twelve thousand dollars would be not even half what contractors would
charge to put up the building and finish it complete, but that sum would pay for the vigas
and the lumber, and for doors and windows. We hope to be able to get the Indians themselves to make the adobes, and to help lay up the walls. All of the expense of moving,
clothing, feeding, and attending the sick of these Indians has thus far been thrown upon
the War Department. I suppose the superintendent of Indian affairs has rio authority to
do anything for them.
If the twelve thousand dollars could at once be put at the disposal of Major John C.
McFerran, the chief quartermaster of this department, I believe we could have all the arrangements completed for the school to go into operation before the first of next January.
I have been encouraged to address this note to you from having seen a letter which you
wrote to Bishop Lanny on this subject.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. C.ARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Hon. J. P. UsHER,
Secrear'!J of the Interior, Wa3hington, D. c.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

Official:

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO.
Santa Fe, N. M., August 15, 1864.
CAPTAIN : I have heard that many Navajoes have had leave of absence. This is very
hazardous just now when there are so many Indian troubles on the plains and in this country. If the report be true yon will discontinue the practice until further authority from
these headquarters.
~

~

Respectfully,

0

0

0

JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Captain HENRY B. BRISTOL,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Official :
Captain 1st Vet. lnj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 15, 1864.
CoLONEL: Please give no more passes to Indians living on the reservatiGn until further
orders. There are now many Indian troubles, and the people will be alarmed even at see~
ing friendly Indians from the reservation.
The Comanches have, within a few days, killed five Americans at lower Cimarron springs,
and run off cattle from a train of five wagons belonging to Mr. Allh;on, of this city. You
will therefore have no word sent to them to come to make a treaty with Navajoes. Will
two hundred Apaches and Navajoes go with troops to fight Comanches in case of serious
troubles with the latter Indians?
Respectfully, your 0berlient eervant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON, Port Sumner, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD.
Official:
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. Ge"neral.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M, August 16, 1864.
CAPTAIN: You are authorized to employ Navajoes to make adobes for their new schoolrooms by giYing them a ration, as you suggested. They should commence at once. The
site should be selected, and have the adobes made and carefully piled away near the site.
A copy of your plan has been sent to the Secretary of the Interior, and he may give some
help. If enough to buy the I umber and the doors and windows, we will do the rest. Let
me count on your immediate and careful and continuous attention to this matter of the
adobes. If these can be made at once, the building will be completed this fall, if Mr.
Usher gives us help. Encourage the Indians to help.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Bri[Jadier General, Commanding.
Captain HENRY B. BRISTOL,
Oommandin[J at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet.1nf. 0. V., A. A. A. G_eneral.

DEPARTMENT oF NEw MExrco, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 22, 1864:.
SIR: Enclosed herewith please find copy of letter to Captain E. H. Bergmann, first New
Mexico cavalry, commanding Fort Bascom. Should the commanding officer of that post
require help from you-a contingency contemplated in that letter-send to him as much as
you can spare . The general suggests whether, in this event, it would not be well to send
one hundred or more picked Apaches and Navajoes to help whip the Comanches, their hereditary enemies.
The chief quartermaster will direct that a set of blacksmith tools complete• and some
iron, be sent to Fort Sumner for the use of the Navajoes. Tell them to go to work at once
and make a.dobes to build the shop. You select the site ne<:Lr the post, and have the shop
made long enough to have a forge in each end. It should not be too wide, on account of
t.he difficulty of getting vigas of the proper length. You will furnish the vigas, in case the
Navajoes cannot get them, by going to some place up the river. You will also furnish the
window-c.Jasing and doors.
Have a board of officers go through the fields and make a careful examination to ascertain the probable per cent. of corn which is injured. It is hoped that not so much of it has
been destroyed as you feared.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assi.!tant Ad;'utant Gene:ral.
C'..omt:ANDING OFFICER, Fort Sumner, N. .Jf.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A A. A. General.

[Extract.]
DEPARTMENT OF NEW MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 22, 1864.
CAPTAIN : The general commanding the department directs that you take fifty rank and
file and one officer, have them well mounted, and march without delay to Fort Union.
Leave careful instructions with Captain Deus about continuing the building of your post.
You will leave behind the mechanics and men who will be most essential to that purpose.
You will caution Captain Deus about having a look-out party down the river to let him
know whether any demonstration is about to be made against him by any large parties of
Comanches, and if so, to send word to Fort Sumner in case those demonstrations are of an
unmistakably hostile character, so as to get help from that post. The Comanches, Kiowas,
and Cheyennes are attacking trains between the Cimarron and the frontier of Missonri, and
some men have been killed by them upon the Cimarron. You will have thirty infantry
added to your force at Fort Union, and remain at or near the upper Cimarron spring, Cold
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spring, or Cedar bluffs, according to how you find the best grazing. Each of the three
points is a favorite place where Indians lie in wait to attack passing trains, and the purpose
for which you are sent is to see that these trains are properly guarded until those points
are safely past:ed. With the thirty infantry you can have yotu camp secure while you are
making scouts, and are escorting with your cavalry. Major Jo ~eph Updegraff, United States
army, with fifty infantry and fifty cavalry, will be at or nt>ar the lower Cimarron spring.
Should he need assistance from your party, he will send to you for it. If you need assistance from his, send to him .
a
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G

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

The general commanding thinks you had better take your guide, Mr. DeLisle, with you,
as he knows all of the country around the upper Cimarron, and is familiar with all the Indians who frequent that part of the country.
I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Captain EDWARD H. BERGMANN,
First New Mexico Cavalry, commanding at Fort Ba&com, N M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 24, 1864.
CoLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that the comm :-toding officer at Fort Canby,
New Mexico, writes to me that the ~[oqui and Oribi Indians have lost their crops from high
winds aud excessive drought, and are, from the statements of the Indians themselves, as
well as from their famished appertrance, already at the point of starvation.
Please to inform me by return of mail, or express, whether you will take measures at once
to have tJ:vlm provided with food. If you will not do this, please state your determination
to this end.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAME':l H CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHARLES D. PosToN,
Sup't of Indian Atfatrs, Territory of Arizona, Tucson, or Prescott, Arizona.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vtt. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 21, 1864.
SIR: I have been furnished with copies of two letters written to the Ron. William P.
Dole, Commissioner of Indian Afl'airs, by Matthew Steck, superintendent of Indian affairs
for New Mexico. 'l'he letters are dated May 28 and June 25, 1864, and are in relation to
the removal of the Navajo Indians from their country to the reservation set apart by law
for these Indians and for the Apaches.
I have no disposition to have any controversy with Mr. Steck, nor do I wish to claim for
the Indians anything that is not their just due, but truth an rl c-tndor compel me to say that
those letters are calculated greatly to mislead you with reference to this whole question.
Please find herewith enclosed a return of the number of Iudians now at the reservation
and en route thither. These comprise the principal chiefs and the most of the tribe, including nearly all the rich Indians . This fact is patent to every person in this country. The
Indians on the reservation are the happiest people I have enr seen. They are industtious,
and look forward with ardent hopes to the time when they can raise enOU!Sh to support
themselves. In room of committing depredations, they have gone out and attacked Indians who were attempting to run off the herds of the people. This fact is of public notoriety.
No board was ordered by the War Department. I, myself, ordered one. The board included provisions bought for troops and if!sued to Indians. No sixty men were ever employed by the quartermaster's department for Indians. Some public oxen were used for
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ploughing fields. The contracts for supplies for Indians included the cost of tansportation
to Fort Sumner, where the supplies were to be delivered. The supplies were not for four
months but for nearly a year. Tbe whole cost of supplies, as ascertained by the board,
was $414,852 66, total cost, and this for nearly or quite a years' supply, and not $700,000
for four months' supply and for labor, &c., as stated. Beef has risen greatly in price from
the advance in the price of gold, and it is fortunate these purchases were made when they
were. It was a saving to the government of more than $200,000. I have never heard of
sheep being sold at four dollars per head, even at the highest, and one at a time. It is
true that I had two storehouses made for the provisions, which cost $9,000, and a hospital
for the Indians which cost $9,000.
The people are not opposed to the Indians being located at the Bosque Redondo; we all
know that such an idea has been started and written upon for effect. I enclose for your
perusal a New Mexican newspaper, with one of these supposed-to- be manufactured articles in it. No persons were killed by Indians from the reservation; no stock was run off
by them. The stock was run off by the wild uncaught Apaches, it is thought, from Arizona, and WJ.S taken away from them by the troops. See the enclosed g<1zette.
I am sorry to trouble you about such matters, but let me assure you, as a gentleman,
you are imposed upon by these letters, and the conduct of the military authorities here is
not fairly represented. Time will prove all this to you. The proceedings of the board alluded to are in the War Department.
I enclo£e a letter from Colonel Carson in relation to the late raid upon the stock of the
people by the Apaches.
We have had the Indians to contend with, and after much toil and suffering have
brought this formidable tribe to terms. We httrdly supposed that an officer of the government could sit down, and by such an array of misstatements endeavor to prejudice so high
a public functionary as yourself against the only measure that can ever secme peace and
prosperity to this impoverished country. I appeal to the proceedings of the board in question, to the archives of the quartermaster and subsistence departments, to the adjut'lnt
general of the army, to all the principal gentlemen in this country, commencing with the
governor, the delegate, the chief justice, &c., &c ., and to Colonel Carson, who commanded
the expedition agninst the Navajoes, for the exactness of the statements here made.
I don't believe that, all told, there are one thousand Na.vajoes left in their country, and
these, from the best information as yet ascertaiued, have fled away beyond the Little Colorado. You will perhaps, some time or other, learn the motives which have induced these
statements by Dr. Steck. It is a pity, when s0 much has been accomplished for the country,
that any one should come forward with a studied effort to undo it a.ll.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient ~,;ervant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
HoL. J. P. UsnER,
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D . 0.
NOTE.-Contrast the comparative expense between feeding and fighting these Indians, as
set forth in Superintendent Steck's letter to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated September 19, 1863. (See Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1863, p . 107; and
also see the able Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affa.ir;; for 1863, pp. 13, 14 and 15.)
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain l.1t Vet. Inj. 0. V 1 A. A . .A.

HEADQUARTERS DEPART~IENT oF

Gen~ral.

NEw 1\f.Exrco,
Santa Fe, N. !Jf., August 27, 1864:.
GENERAL: I h'lve the honor to inform you that I have ordered a force of fifty cavalry
and fifty infantry, under the command of Major Joseph Updegraff, to the lower Cimarron
springs, to assist in giving protection to trains en roztte from and to the States; and fifty
cavalry and thirty infantry to the upper Cim"l.rron ~pring for a like purpose. I informed
you on the 8th instant that fifty cavalry and fifty iof,mtry had been sent, via the Cimarron
route, to the upper crossing of the Arkansas to help the trains. These three parties, all
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that can be safely spared at this moment, will, it is to be hopod, effect good results. They
are rationed for fifty days.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Brigadier General LORENZO

Tno~rAs,

Adjutant General U.S. A., Washing 'on, D. G.

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Official:

Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A.. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS

DEPART~IENT

OF NEw MExrco,

Santa Fe, N. AI., August 21, 1864.

MAJOR: Under the peculiar cirunmstances in which you are placed with reference to
Indian hostilities and a want of arms, the authority given to you by Colonel John C. McFerran, United States army, chief of staff at these headquarters, to take from Mr. Bryant's
train fifteen boxes of Sharp's carbines and ten boxes of revolvers, with a reasonable
amount of ammunition for the same, is hereby approved. Please call a board to count
the articles and send triplicate receipts for them in favor of William R. Shoemaker, in
charge of ordnance depot at Fort Union, New Mexico.
Enclosed herewith please find copies of orders sending two companies of infantry to
give you help. I have to inform you that I have ordered fifty cavalry and fifty infantry,
with two mountain howitzers, to the crossing of the Arkansas, fifty cavalry and fifty infantry to the lower Cimarron spring, and fifty cavalry and thirty infantry to the upper
Cimarron spring. The first of these detachments has already arrived at its destination;
the latter two will leave Fort Union within a week. It is important that your scouts
should know this. These detachments have been rationed for fifty days. We will help
all we can. We have the Apache war in Arizona on our bands, and nearly eight thousand
Navajo prisoners to guard, but we do not forget that your gallant troops from Colorado
came to our relief when we were sorely pressed. But for the fact that over half of the
available force in this department is about to be mustered out of service, we would do
even more.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Major EDWARD W. WYNKOOP,
Oommanding at Fort Lyon, District of Colorado.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Oaptain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A . A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARHIENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 27, 186!.
GENERAL : I have th e honor again to call your attention to the condit.ion of this department with reference to its rapidly diminishing force from the mustering out of service
now, and between this time and next November, of the most of the 1st cavalry, New
Mexico volunteers, of five companies of the 1st cavalry, and the 1st and 5th regiments of
infantry, California volunteers. As you will see, this leaves the department in a helpless
condition. The Indians upon the plains are attacking our trains and killing our people.
We are in active hostilities with the Apaches of Arizona, and have seven thousand six hundred and forty-one Indian prisoners upon the reservation, which, for the present, we are
obliged to guard. I heard a rumor that it was the intention of the War Department to
send Colonel Ford's regiment of Colorado volunteers for service in this department. If
that regiment, now in Missouri, could be sent at once across the plains to New Mexico,
the moral effect upon the hostile Indians en rout~ would doubtless be so great that they
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would leave the road and thus let our trains come through in safety. The importance of
these trains coming through without molestation, laden as they are with our subsistence
stores, hospital stores, and supplies of ordnance and ordnance stores, cannot be too highly
estimated. I beg this matter may have the immediate and serious attention of the War'
Department.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding·.

Brigadier General LORENZO THm.fAS,
Adfutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Official:

Captain lst Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A . A. General.

DEPARTllfENTOF NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. )f., August 27, 1864.
l\1AJOR: The commanding general directs me to say that you will exercise the greatest
care, while out upon the Cimarron, that the Indians do not run off yonr stock. At ni~;ht
the animals must be tied to a picket line in camp, and grass cut and hauled into camp
during the day and fed to them by night. This will keep things snug. Such articles as
you may require to carry this order into execution you will obtain from the depot quartermaster at Fort Union, New Mexico.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Cump.
l\hjor JosEPH UPDEGRAFF, U. S. A.,
Fort :Jiarcy, N.

Official:

)f.

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lot Vtt lnf. C. V., A A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. Jl., August 29, 1864.
GENERAL : Colonel McFerran, chief of staff at these headquarters, bas just come across
the plains, and has submitted the enclosed communication, descriptive of the condition of
affairs on the road, with reference to Indian troubles. I have ordered one company of
infantry to Fort Lyon and another to Gray's ranch on the Purgatory river; have ordered
fifty cavalry and fifty infantry to the Crossing of the Arkansas, by the Cimarron route,
fifty cavalry and fifty infantry to the lower Cimarron spring, and fifty cava!ry and thirty
infantry to the upper Cimarron spring, to give all the help they can. You are aware that
there are not enough troops here to guard properly the road.
If you will give me two thousand efficient men from the States, Ford's 2d Colorado regiment as part of them, and give me authority to employ our Utes, Apaches, and Navajoes,
I feel quite sure that the Kiowas and Comanches, to say the least, can be so roughly handled as to make them refrain from these depredations for some years to come. The season
is rapidly advancing, and unless the troops arrive here by the end of October their stock
will be unfit for service this fall and winter. They should be ordered to guard trains en
route. Once we can get all our supplies in, and get the merchants' trains off the road, we
can commence upon the Indians in earnest. Our first care should be the defensive-thepreservation of the trains. When they :ue secure, the offensive may be begun in earnest.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Ger.eral, Commanding.

Brigadier General LORENZO THOllfAS,
Ady'utant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A . .A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT

Santa

Fe,

OF

NEW MEXICO,

N. M., August 29, 1864.

GENERAL : Enclosed herewith please find a return of Indian captives at B'ort Sumner on
the 31st ultimo, and a letter from the commander at Los Pinos of one thousand two hundred and nine Navajoes and twelve Apaches who left that post. for the reservation on that
day. Besides these, I have information of one hundred and fifty more Navajoes who have
just reached Los Pinos. The last parties who have come in are of the rich men of the
tribe. In my opinion one thousand more will cover every Navajo remaining back in their
country, and these will come straggling in as soon as cold weather comes on. This war
then may be considered as done. I have given orders for the breaking up of Fort Canby.
We are bringing off the material as fast as we can.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H . CARLT£TON,

Brigadier General, ·a Jmmanding.
Brigadier General LoRENZO TrroliiAS,
Adjutant General U. S. A., Was~ington, D 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain lsl Vet . Inf. 0. V., A A. A . General .

DEFARTME~T OF

NEw MExrco, AssiSTANT AD.JUI'ANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. JJI., September 2, 1864:.

Sm: Major Edward B . Willis, 1st infantry California volunteers, left at your post eight
Apache Indians and one Mexican boy who was a captive in their bands. The general
commanding desires to see and talk with these Indians; he therefore directs that you send
this party, securely ironed (each Indian with ball and chain) and properly guarded, to department headquarters The general suggests that one non.commissioned officer and six.
trusty men wonld be a sufficient gnard to prevent escape ; also that the Mexican boy be
kept separated as fttr as practicable from the Indians, for fear that he may receiv :J some injury at their hands.
I am, sir, Yery respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,

Assistant Adjutant General.
ColllllfANDIXG OFFICER, L os Pinus, N. 111.
ERA.STU.S W. WOOD,

Official:

0Jptain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJIIE:'\T

Santa

Fe,

OF

NEW MEXICO,

N. N., September 12, 1864.

CAPTAIN : On account of the difficulty for procuring cattle to be killed for meat, to issue
to the Indians on the reservation at the BoFq ue Redondo, you will issue meat to those Indians at the rate of half a pound apiece per day to each Indian entitled to draw rations as
heretofore, and in lieu of the half pound thus cut down, you will issue half a pound of
€orn or bt cad stuffs, so that each Indian will receive a pound and a half of breadstuffs and
&alf a pound of meat per day. Explain this matter to the Indians, and commence thG
new rate of i~sne at once. You will aEsem ble a board of officers to ascertain how much
eorn and grain was raised by l\fr. Labadie by bands paid by the United States anrl by Indians upon the reservation, and have the product of such labor turned iu to the public
stores for issue to the Apache~:'. An exac.:t account will be taken of such product, whether
of grain, corn, beans, straw, fodder, &c., so that the records and statistics may be exact
for reference in future. You will also make arrangements at once not to bsue any food to
those Navajoes who have made crops until all that they have ra:sed has been consumed.
You are the guardian of the interests of the United States, and as such should long
since have seen, when the Indians had a plenty for their support in their fields, that they
were not fed by the government. It is unden;too'i that Mr. Labadie has a large flock of
Eheep on the reservation, and that he bought some Eheep of the Indians. Mr. Labadie's
sheejl) will not be permitted to st~y within the limits of the reseryatiou. He should not
have been permitted to purchase an ounce of food of the Indians, r1or under any circum
stances a single sheep. Report the facts in the case.
4
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From the receipt of this letter neither himself nor his employes will be permitted to
buy subsistence stores or to draw such stores, or to buy them from the troops or from the
Indians. I desire to be informed if there is any practical necessity for Mr. Labadie to live
on the reservation while it is in charge of the military. Yon will see that no one buys a
single article from the Indians except the quartermaster, who is authorized to buy their
fodder at a fair price. You will at once have all the ploughs put in order, and continue
breaking up new land. You will at once have the acequia properly enlarged. Pray, do not
correspond about this matter, but have it done.
I am, captain, respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain HENRY B. BRISTOL,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
NoTE.--! shall try te>. come to Fort Sumner about the 30th instant.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. G. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., September 16, 1864.
DEAR SIR: As you are doubtless aware, I have now nearly eight thousand Indians upon
the reservation at the Bosque Redondo, who are almost entirely destitute of clothing and
blankets, and now the cold weather is rapidly approaching. It is of vital importance that
the articles which were to be purchased for these Indians with the hundred thousand dollars appropriated by Congress in its last session for this purpose, arrive at the Bosque Redondo and be distributed at the earliest practicable moment.
I write directly to yourself ou the subject, that no time may be lost. I do this because
I had heard it was possible these Indian goods might not come out this fall. Let me impress upon your mind that unless they come, hundreds of naked women and children will
be likely to perish. A special train of wagons, escorted by a company of troops, can come
through at all sen.sons.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Ron. w rLLIAM P. DoLE,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. G.
Offieial:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Capt11in 1st Vet. In/. C. V., A. A. A. Geneml.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJ!., September 18, 1864.
CoLONEL : I have received, through Brigadier General Crocker, United States volunteers,
a message from Mr. Lucien B. Maxwell that some two hundred or more Ute Indians, now
near Mr. Maxwell's place on the Little Cimn.rron, are willing and anxious to go out on the
plains and attack the Kiowas and other Indians now depredating upon our trains and killing our people who are en route to and from the States and New Mexico, provided that they,
the Utes, can be furnished with some rations, ammunition, perhaps a blanket apiece, and
provided they may have whatever stock or other property they may be able to capture
from the hostile Indians alluded to. I desire that you proceed without delay to Mr. Maxwell's, and if a strong party of these Utes, say two hundred, are willing to go on the service alluded to, under your direction and command, I wish them to do so on the terms
above indicated, except that if they capture from the Indians of the plains any stock belonging to t be United States or to the citizens, such stock shall be restored to the rightful
owners on the owners paying to the said Utes a fair sum for the recovery of the animals,
which sum per head must be agreed upon between yourself and the said Utes before they
start upon the expedition. All stock belonging to the hostile Indians themselves, and
which has not been captured from the United States troops or trains, or from citizens, the
Utes shall receive as their own in case they can take it from the said hostile Indians. It
is importn.nt to have these Utes start at once in ca.se they go at all, and I desire that you
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should lead them. There are fifty cavalry and thirty infantry at or near Cold spring,
under Captain Bergmann, and fifty cavalry and fifty infantry at the lower Cimarron spring,
under Major Updegraff, and a like force at the crossing of the Arkansas, under Captain
Davis; there is also a company of infa.ntry on the road near Gray's ranch. Any one of
these parties will co-operate with you on showing this authority to its commander.
In case the Utes will go, you will proceed to Fort Union and report to me the number
and the length of time for which they should draw subsistence, &c. It is important that
there be no unnecessary delay in this matter. It is believed that a demonstration of this
kind, made at this time, will be productive of good results. The main object is to have
the Utes commit themselves in hostility to the Indians of the plains, that there may be
less chance for them to join in any league which the latter Indians may attempt to make
for a general war by all the Indians between the mountains and the Missouri upon the
whites.
Your knowledge of the haunts of the Indians of the plains, and the great confidence
the Ute Indians have in you as a friend and as a leader, point to yourself as the most fitting person to organize, direct, and bring this enterprise to a successful issue.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
lst Cavalry New 11fexico Volunteers, Taos, N. M.
Official:
Captain 1st

vet.

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Inj. 0. V:, A. A. A. General.

DEPART1t1ENT OF NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. 111., September 27, 1864.
SrR: The commanding general directs that you say to the Kiowas and Comanches who
came to your post under a flag of truce, that their people have attacked our trains, killed
our people, and run off our stock; that we believe their hearts are bad, and that: they talk
with a forked tongue ; that we put no confidence in what they say ; that they must go
away, as we regard them not as friends; that they need not come in with any more white
flags until they are willing to give up all the stock they have stolen this year from our
people, and also the men among them who have killed our people without provocation
or cause; that we will not permit them to visit the Navajoes on the rePervation, nor
permit any treaty to be made with the Navajoes until the injuries done us have been
atoned for to our satisfaction. This is what at once must be told them, and these
emissaries must go away.
The general is fearful that these Indians came in only to spy out the strength of your
command, &c., and have a strong force near to swoop off the stock, as was done at Fort
Larned. I enclose a copy of a letter to Colonel Chaves, ordering hir;n to proceed to and
take command of Fort Bascom, New Mexico.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
!~=CYRUS H. DE FORREST,

Captain 2d Colorado C'avalry, A. A. A. G1meral.
COlii.MANDING OFFICER, Fort Bascom, N. 111.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj.

G~

V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
SantaFe, N.11f., October9, 1864.
GENERAL: I have had the honor to receive your very interesting letter of the 28th ulti
mo in relation to the condition of the Indians upon the reservation at the Bosque Redondo,and have this day forwarded certified copies of it to the Department of War and
of the Interior.
Taking into consideration the requirements of par. 1, Special Orders No. 37, current
serie.> from these headquarters, and also the fact that Fort Sumner and its dependencies
do not constitute a district, and taking into consideration the injunctions of the 62d
article of war, I cannot see how you can avoid assuming command of the troops; for
it is yourself who must "give orders for what is needful to the service." Captain

I
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Bristol is an excellent officer, and has my fullest confidence, and you can place him in
charge of any particular part or parts of the service at Fort Sumner ; but, as you see,
general, the orders and the law make you the responsible man, and as such I am obliged
to recognize yourself as the commander of Fort Sumner.
Please forward a report similar to the one already forwarded, at the last of each
month, showing the condition of affairs at the Bosque Redondo; the progress made in
breaking up new ground; in opening acequias, and their length and capacity, and in setting out tree3. Last winter nearly 1,400 trees were set out. Some of these died or were
destroyed by horses, &c., this summer. Others must be planted in their place. This
winter it is my desire to have 5,000 additional trees planted. The avenue should be
extended as far as practicable, both up and down the river, and trees should be planted
on each side of all the large acequias. When they get large they will shade the water,
and their roots will strengthen the banks. Rut, mainly, it is required to have at least
this number of trees planted every year to supply fuel to the thousands of Indians when
the mesquit roots have all been consumed.
Please have a return rendered of all the serviceable ploughs, hoes, picks, spades, and
shovels, which you have on hand, for the use of the Indians, at the end of every month.
I desire soon to come down and make a personal inspection of aU matters pertaining
to the reservation. Pray have every plough running, a~d every spade, shovel, and pick
employed in enlarging acequias, in opening new ones, and in grubbing out roots where
land must be ploughed, and in spading up land for cultivation.
I have information that 300 or 400 of the richest Navajoes are now near Fort Wingate, on their way in.
Very respectfully, general, I am your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General MARCELLus N. CROCKER, U. S. Vols.,
Commanding at Fart Sumner, N. l'l.
Official:
ERAS'J'US W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vtt. lnf. C. V., A. A. A. Gtneral.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJifENT

Santa

Fe,

OF

NEW MEXICO,

N. M., October 14, 1864.

CoLONEL: I have received your letter of the lOth instant in relation to the Utes and
Apaches. You will issue to the men of those tribes, who will be sure to go, one and a
quarter pound of beef and one pound of breadstuffs per man, each day, and the necessary
amount of salt. You will send to Fort Union for the salt and get the meat and breadstuffs from Mr. Maxwell. Captain Bell will write to you on the subject. The amount of
issues must not exceed the number of your party. Send me an exact list of the number
who will be sure to go. As soon as I get off the Arizona mail and make arrangements for
Thompson's cotnpany and a train of supplies which are to go to Fort Whipple, I will commence the organization of your party. General Crocker writes that some of the Apaches
from the Bosque will go. They are the best fighting Indians we have. It is possible you
will not be able to get off quite so soon as we talked, as I may have to wait for Bergmann
to come baek. But this I shall know in two or three days, and will write you by mail. The
guns, ammunition, and blankets and shirts will be sent to you. At Taos we agreed on
two hundred men and one hundred Indians as the strength of the party. You now say
three hundred men. These I will try to raise, but the Apaches from Fort Sumner will have
to be included. I will write by mail. Give me positive information of the number of Indians who will go. I believe you will have big luck.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,

At Maxwell's, on the Cimarron, N. 111.
Official: ·

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTliENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., October 20, 1864.
COLONEL: I have just 1eceived your letter of the 18th instant. It is impossible for me
to issue rations to the families of the Utes; I have not the means or the right. The Indian department should do this. If the Utes will not agree to remain in the field fortyfive days they had better not go.
You will be informed what troops will form your command as soon as I can get an express from Sumner and Bascom replying to communications sent there some four or five
days since. I approve of Lieutenant Haberkorn's going with you if Colonel Selden can
spare him. You can have Lieutenant Taylor for your commissary and quartermaster; I
cannot conjecture why he expected to go. But he is a capable officer, and if he tries can
be distinguished. Your Utes and Apaches should have sugar a;-.d coffee from Fort Bascom.
I will try to get the Apaches, some fifty, to go with you from Fort Sumner. .d.n order was
given to the quartermaster's department for the blankets and shirts to be sent to you. H
bas doubtless been received at Fort Union. Call on Captain Shoemaker for the rifles;
show him this letter as your authority. Send me an exact list of all you receive for the
Utes. Talk with Captain Carey how few mules you will want to go from Maxwell's to Bascom. Reduce the number down to the lowest. Your own things which you may need at
Bascom had better be sent to Fort Union to go down on a wagon.
In haste, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
lst Cavalry New Mexico Volunteers, Fort Union, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Official:

Captain

l~t

Vet. lnf. 0. V:, A. A . A General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., October 21, 1864.
GENERAL : Mr. La Rue, sutler at Fort Sumner, has, I understand, several thousand
pounds of pumpkins which he desires to sell. If these pumpkins were raised by Indians.
they should not have gone into his possession, as it is forbidden, positively, for any one to
buy a single article of food, animate or inanimate, from Indians belonging to the reservation. If not raised ty Indians, these pumpkins may be bought at what you consider a fair
price per pound, and issued in lieu of other food. Did not the Indians themselves raise
many pumpkins and turnips r If so, these articles must be consumed by th em, and the
breadstuff issues be diminished w bile these vegetables last. The money for the fodder
should be used toward defraying the expenses of subsistence of Indians. Pray take
this matter under consideration, and have it so arranged that all the fruit of the labor of
the Indians on their farms will be sure to go toward feeding them, except a sufficient sum
to buy them tobacco. An exact account of the money received for fodder, &c., and how
expended, should be kept, so that a copy may be forwarded to the War Department once a
quarter. You cannot be too particular in this matter.
Please to have an understanding with Mr. Labadie to this effect. The reservation is for
the present under the exclusive control of the military. It follows that all persons residing upon it must be subject to that control. If any person refuses to follow the injunctions of the commander of the reservation, of course he cannot remain upon that reservation. I trust Mr. Labadie will see the necessity of this rule and will conform to it, so tha~
there may be no collision between yourself and himt'lelf, or necessity for him to move.
He seems to be a clever man, and will do right, if he fully understands this matter, I have
no doubt.
The board found that the present and proposed farms would make about four thousand
acres. This will not be enough for the support of the Indians, nor will it ~e half what.
they can cultivate if their labors are well directed. Pray think of this, and see that every
man and woman able to work be kept employed in preparing :B.elds for cultivation from
now- until the next season for planting has passed by. This increased exten sion will carry
with it the idea of lengthening and enlarging the main acequias. Please be sure to have
enough acequias, and those of sufficient volume.
Are any of the Navajo horses fit for light cavalry service? If so, how many can be
bought of this quality, and at what price per head? Some of th em might do well for men
in Colonel Carson's regiment, particularly for light Mexicans.
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I shall leave for Franklin, Texas, about the first proximo, and shall endeavor to return

via Fort Stanton and Fort Sumner.
I "1m, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H . CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General MARCHLLUS M. CROCKER, U.S. Vol s .,
Commanding at Fort Sumn~r, N. 1'1.
Official :
Captain lst Vtt .

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
C. V., A A . A.. General.

n~f.

NEw MExrco,
Santa Fe, N. N., October 22, 1864.
GENERAL: But a few days since I wrote to you directing that the ration of breadstuffs to
be issued until further orders, to each captive Indian, big and little, upon the reservation,
must be cut down to one pound and a quarter per day.
Since that was written I have bad consultations with the chief commissary with reference to his ability to get an adequate t;;upply of stores to the Bosque, so that there would
be no danger of running short, and I find that in my judgment it is all-important toreduce the ration of breadstuffs io twelve ounces per day, and to have isn1ed eight ounces of
meat per day-twenty ounces of solid food in all--until we can hear from the proposals for
furnishing wheat, &c , which you will see in the enclosed gazette, and until we see what
success the staff officers will have in getting corn
We shall strain every nerve to get a
plenty ; but as we may encounter delays which would perhaps be ftttal to the Indians, unless this precaution were taken, the Indians must see the necessity which compels it and be
satisfied. Assemble the chiefs and tell them this:
1st. That we did not look for a loss of all their corn by the worms, but supposed that
they would raise nearly enough this year to support themselves, which they have failed
to do.
2d. That we have been greatly embarrassed in getting their supplies from the States because the Kiowas and Comanches attacked our trains.
3d. That the bail and frost killed nearly all the corn in Taos and Mora, the two places
where we expected to get what the Indians would need.
4th. That more Indians have come in than we expected would come, which must be fed
5th. That they must make their food into atole, by which it will go much further, and
use their pumpkins and melons, of which Mr. Labadie informs me there are yet many, to
help out their meals. 'l.'he Indians must be made to understand that we are doing our best
for them, but cannot overcome imposEibilities ; that unless we took this timely precaution
they must starve.
Through all the clouds that now seem to wrround this important, and, to them, vital
matter, I hope soon to see some encouraging light, when you will be informed, so as to
add, if necessary, to this diminished ration at the earliest moment.
While the expedition is out after Kiowas and Comanches, parties of Navajoes might
be permitted to go eastward and southeastward to hunt. Each party should have a pass·
and be headed by a responsible chief. A good non-commissioned officer or soldier going
with such a party would insure that it went for this purpose, and did not turn off its course
to depredate upon the flocks and herds of the people.
This latter matter should be ·surrounded by all possible safeguards that it be not abused.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient sen·ant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Gemral, Commanding.
Brigadier General MARCELLUS M. CROCKER, U. S. Vols,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. Jf.
HEADQUA R TERS D EPARTUENT OF

NoTE.-If the Indians murmur at these n ecessary m easures for their own good, and to
shield them from the possible danger of being out of food entirely, t ell them that they
must make up deficiencies from their own stock, which they will have to do if worse comes
to worst.
J. H. C.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Cptain 1st Vet. Irif. C. V., A. A. A. General,
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJ\IENT

OF

NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. 111., October 22, 1864.

GENERAL: I received a letter from Major General Curtis, dated the 19th ultimo, in which
he says, " General Blunt is at or near Fort Larned looking out for Indians, and may cooperate with yoa in crushing out some of the vile hordes that now harass our lines of communication."
This is to inform you that a report has reached me, coming through 1\Iexic;tns, that the
Kiowas and Comanches are now encamped on a creek called Palo Duro, some two hundred
miles in a northeasterly direction from the mouth of Utah creek, on the Canadian or Colorado river, east of Fort Union, New Mexico. 'l'his would make them about, say, two hundred miles south of Fort Larned, or southwardly from that post.
I shall, within ten clays, send a force of three hundred volunteer troops, two hundred
mounted and one hundred on foot, with two mountain howitzers, and, say, one hundred
Ute and Apache Indians, i. e., four hundred in all, under Colonel Christopher Carson, to
attack the Kiowas and Comanches. This force will move down the Colorado to within fifteen miles of Ute creek and there doubtless take a road running northeast toward the
States, which road is said to come into the Arkansas from the southwest near the mouth of
Walnut creek.
I hope you may be able to time your movements so as to reach the Indians on the Palo
Duro or near there at the same moment with Colonel Carson, so that a blow may be struck
which those two treachero;.~s tribes will remember.
I will send a copy of this letter to Colonel Carson.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Major General JAJIIES G. BLUNT, U.S. Vols.,
Commanding an Expedition against the Kiowas and Comanches, Furt Larned, Kansas.

NoTE.-I enclose herewith a copy of General Orders No. 32, current series from these
headquarters
To be sent to the general by expre.os from Fort Larned.
Official:

ERASTU8 W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPAR1'11IENT oF NEw l\fExrco,
Santa Fe, N. !Jf., October 23, 1864.
CoLONEL : Enclosed herewith please find General Orders No. 32, current series from these
headquarters, which organizes an expedition under your command to proceed against hostile Kiowas and Comanches. As you see, I have given you more men than you asked for,
because it is my desire that you give those Indians, especially the Kiowas, a severe drubbing. Enclosed is also a copy of a letter which I send by mail to General Blunt. I do
not wish to embarrass you with minute instructions. You know where to find the Indians;
you know what atrocities they haYe committed ; you know bow to punish them. The
means and men are placed at your disposal to do it, and now all the rest is left with you.
I need not repeat to you the orders given to all commanders whom I have sent out to
fight Indians, that women and children will not be killed-only men who bear arms.
Of course, I know that in attacking a village, women and children are liable to be killed,
and this cannot, in the rush and confusion of a fight, particularly at night, be avoided ;
but let none be killed wilfully and wantonly. We make war upon men who have murdered and robbed our people.
I hwe written to General Crocker that if thirty of the Mescalero Apaches wish to go
under Cadetta, they can come to Bascom with Captain Fritz and join you there. In this
case the general will give them a blanket and shirt apiece and arm them. They complain
that their horses are poor. They will be told that they can get better ones from the Kiowas. You had better come at once to Fort Union and see everything started to suit yourself, and then return to Maxwell's and go on with the Utes. Remember to take everything
from Union which you will require for packing, as at Fort Bascom you will find little or
nothing belonging to the post for this purpose.
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Should you get among the buffaloes you ean stay out, if necesmry, a much longer time
than you otherwise could.
Be sure and take some spades and axes, so as to form an intrenched camp for wounded
men, and supplies, if necessary.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
At Maxwell's Ranch on the~ Cimarron River, ]{. lJf.
NoTE -I encluse a copy of a lett er to Major General Blunt, ciated the 22J. instant.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vtt. Inj. C. V, A. A. A. General .

HEADQUAR'rEES DEPARTJ\IENT OF NEw MExrco,
Santa Fe, N. M. , October 27, 1864.
SIR : Owing to th e total failure of the crop at the Bosque Redondo, and the partial
failure of the crop at Taos Mora, and in other places in the Territory, I find that we have
now a~ many Navajoes and Apaches on the reservation as we can feed during the winter, so that no more will be permitted to come in until further orders. If necessary you
will have runners sent to inform the Navajoes of this decision. As soon as provisions
have been accumulated enough to warrant others in coming in without danger of suffering, word will be sent to that effect, so that the remnant of the Navajo tribe still at
large may proceed to join their people. If any of those still at large commit either
murders or roblJeries they will be pursued and destroyed wherever found. When the
season for planting came, this year, those at large were invited to come in and help put
in a crop, but then they would not come. Now that the winter is setting in, they are
anxious to come and eat the fruit of the labor of others. It is true, their labors in
planting would have had poor results, but they would have shown a disposition to help
raise their own sustenance, which would have been praiseworthy. Now they must take
care of themselves until another spring opens, when again they will have an opportunity
to put in a crop. Tell them this.
Ascertain as nearly as possible how many Navaj oes are still at large, and whether they
are poor or rich, and report the facts. Get your horses into serviceable condition, aud be
on the look-out that no Apache from the White or the Mogollon mountains and that no
Navajoes run off the flock of th e people. I must count. on your being always on the
alert and ready to take the field to prevent any such consequences.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier Genaal, Commanding .
CoMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Wingate, N. ]}[.
NoTE.-When did Captain Thompson leave?
post?
Official:

How long was the train detained at your

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. Inf. C. V, A. A . A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., October 28, 1864.
GENERAL: Colon el McFerran, chief of staff, has suggested that if we should take one
of the two new storehouses made for th e protection of Indian food, and arrange in it a
system of ovens, according to the enclosed rough plan, and bake the wheatmeal and
flour which we may, perhaps, be able to get for issue to the Indians, and issue bread
instead of the flour, we could feed them with less trouble and more economically. I
wish you would take this subject under consideration. You are upon the ground, and
can judge of the practicability of such a plan, and what would be its success. A very
important point will be the procming of a sufficient and constant supply of oven-wood.
A calculation of how many times each oven would have to be heated per day, and the
quantity required each time, and a calcuh.tion as to where wood will have to be drawn
from ; how long the supply would last ; how many loads could be got in a given
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time, &c., &c., should be well considered, and should be balanced against the present manner of issuing flour for the Indians themselves to cook in their style; and the report
should show which would be the preferable m')de, and the reasons therefor. It bas always seemed to me that the cooking of the flour and meat a'3 a soup would be by ft~.r the
most nutritious. By cooking twenty ounces of solid fo')d to e:wh person, big and little,
per day, in this way, would be as much as they cJuld pos3ibly require. There is one
thing which you must rely upon: that amount is positively a'3 much as we can get by
the most strenuous eff..>rts ; and to keep ttp this supply until the crop matnres nex:t year
gives me more anxious moments in thinking by what process it can be done than you
can well imagine.
Send me an exact return of how much corn and grain Captain Morton has in the
quartermaster's department, after having turned over the wheat in the quartermaster to
the subaistence department, and exactly how many animals he feeds per day.
What we must do, owing to the scarcity of food and the difficulties in transportation,
I see from my point of view more clearly than the Indians can see it. They must
believe we are doing our best for them, and submit without murmuring to what
cannot be helped. If they have more than the twenty ounces per day till corn comes from
the States certain starvation must ensue. This matter must be looked squarely in the face,
and they must meet it like men. It cannot be helped. As much wheat as possible must
be sown. This they cannot consume before it ripens; it matures early, and a crop of
beans can be planted on the same ground after the wheat is gathered.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General MARCELLUS M. CROCKER, U. S. Vols.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. J}J,
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Crtptain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V., A.. A. A. General

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMEN1' OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. 111. , October 2 8, 18 64:.
StR: Let whatever captive Navajoes you now have at Los Pinos, or which may come
to that post for their country, en route to Bosque Redondo, remain at Los Pinos until
further orders. The difficulty of getting transportation for fo Jd to the Bosque Redondo
makes it imperative to feed all we can nearer the source of supply until that difficulty
is overcome.
The daily allowance, until further orders, of food for these Indians will be twelve
ounces of breadstuff and eight ounces of meat., to large and small.
You will have the Indians required to stop at Los Pinos put in as sheltered a. place as
possible, and have them made as comfortable as circumstance:;; will admit. Please report,
if they require blankets, how many they require. In this connexion it is well to remark that you can doubtless procure at a fair price some sheep to issue for the meat
ration. Should you do this, the Indians could be employed in making the wool into
blankets for their children, as far as practicable. Please report in full all that you do
to carry these instructions into effect. Are there not some buildings or corrals that could
be used as shelter for the children? I trust greatly to your resonrce3 to have them
well cared for, and am,
Respectfully, your obedient serva.nt,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Lieutenant EmmND BuTLER, U. S. A.,
Oommanding at Los Pino~, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vtt. Inf. C V, A. A. A. General

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTioiENT Oll' NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., October 29, 1864.
Sm: I have the bono.~ to acknowledge the receipt of your official communication of the
26th instant. It would have been answered before but for the press of lmsiness which
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had to g;) by the southern mail. The information upon which your letter is based differs
from that which has reached me through other channels, in regard to the complicity of
the Comanches in the late robberies and murders on the plains. I am advised thflt these
troubles first commenced with the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, and, in the attempt to con·
ciliate those tribes, Colonel Bent and Indian Agent Colley, acting on the part of the government, issued to those Indians a liberal supply of stores. This excited the jealou&y of
the C0manches and Kiowas, who alleged that they dirl not understand why they, who had
remained quiet, should be excluded from the bounty of the government, while those who
had been murdering and robbing should be thus favored; and, as no attempt was made to
remove this cause of complaint, they, too, commenced depredr1t.ing, and I was not aware,
until the receipt of your letter, that any doubt existed as to the guilt of the Comanches
equally with tbe Kiowas. It is certainly underatood that the interruption to our line of
travel t o the States is owing to the hostility of the Cheyennes, Arapahoes, Com~nches,
and Kiowas .
The attack upon the trains at Walnut creek, and the murder of our countrymen, was
known to be by the Comanches and Kiowas. The horses taken from the mounted company on the long route between Forts Larned and Lyon were taken by the Comanches and
Kiowas. 'I' 1e mules taken from Mr. Bryant's train near Fort Larned were, beyond a doubt,
run off by the same Indians, who, it is alleged, crawled through a Mexican train and up to
Bryant's train before they gave the yell which stampeded the mules. These mules other
Comanches and Kiowa:>, mounted, were ready to take charge of as soon as they broke from
the wagons-so it is said. The taking of oxen at Pawnee fork, where there were several
men killed, is well known to have b ~ en by Comanches and Kiowas. The large number of
mules taken from Don Ambrosio Armijo's train, this side of the upper crossing of the Cimarron, were taken by Comanches aud Kiowas, for th ey were recognized as such by the
t eamsters in charge of the train . The outrage upon Mr. Allison's train, at the low er Cimarron spring, was, as I have been informed by eye-witnesses, committed by Comanches .
The Mexicans with the train witnessed the whole transaction, and saw the five Americans
taken out from among themselves and shot down in cold blood. Tbe bodies of the sufferers
were afterward buried by Captain Nicholas S. Davis, first infantry California volunte ers,
whom I sent to the crol'sing of the Arkansas, to render what assistance he could. When
these Americans were thus brutally murdered and scalped, the Mexicans, their companions,
were furnished by the Comanches with the means to return unharmed to the settlements.
All the stock taken by the Indians at the points named along the Arkansas river was
driven southward directly into the Comanchu country, where, it is understood, those Indians have a large depot of stolen cattle, horses, and mules.
The expedition now on the plains under the command of General Blunt is for the purpose of making war upon the Comanches and Kiowas. For this purpose it is understood
that ex pedition moved into the country of those Indians. There can hardly be a doubt,
that while the Comanches were thus robbing and murdering at the points named, other
parties of Comanches were depredating on the frontier settlements of Texas, and have
brought herds of cattle away from that State, as well as out of the northeastern portion of
Mexico; but these latter raids of these Bedouins of our plains do not prove the former not
to have been made.
The discrimination which the Comanches have frequently made in favor of the people,
natives of this Territory, and against Anglo-Am e ricanr~, cannot be regarded in any other
light than as an insult to the government and to onr people, and I suppose there will be
no doubt what it becomes my duty to do in reference to it. It seems to me that this
fa.vor shown to the Mexicans lessens the weight of the infvrmfl.tion which you have received.
The Mexicans, finding themselves thus f,wored, of course feel inclined to favor the Indians
in return; and the Mexicans would doubtless be further induced to this course from a desire to continue the trade which is carried on with these Indi:-ms by the very men from
whom you get your information. I also feel myself compelled to differ with you in regard
to the past conduct of the Comanches on our eastern frontier. I cannot venture for information upon this subject as far back as eighty yea.rs, but I am advised that in the year 1856
the Comanches, in connexion with a few Kiowas, m>tde a raid through the settlements in
the direction of the Navajo country, and it is said that on their return from the Rio Grt~nde
they robbed houses, violated women, and killed the stlck of the citizms. After they had
collected various small lots of mules and horses, they finally drove off from ne,u L·-ts Vegas
fifty-odd mules, the property of our present Governor Connelly. I cannot enumerate all
the robberies and outrages which they committed from timA to time !rom 1851 to 1856,
during my first sojourn in New Mexico, particularly about Chapuita and on the Pecos. I
myself was sent in pursuit of them on one occasion. Then three Mexican captive boys got
away from them, and these General Garland sent home to their friends in Mexico. I am
informed that in 1860 they drove off one hundred and odd head of cattle frdm Mr. Gid..dings, and killed a number of his fine sheep, which, at great cost, he had brought from the
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States. About this time, too, they attacked the grazing camp of Messrs. Moore and Rees
on the Pecos, killed one man, and destroyed and ran off horses and cattle from that camp.
In the early part of 1861 they drove off four hundred and fifty head of cattle belonging to
the United States. To these robberies may be added a large list mentioned in a letter from
Mr. Levi J. Keithly, which was published about the same date. In May, 1861, Colonel
Collins, the superintendent of Indian affairs, in company with Captain Wainwright, of the
army, met the Comanches at Alamo Gordo, when several chiefs were present, among them
Esaquipa and Pluma de Aguila, who are known to be the principal chiefs of the band of
Comanches which occupies the country along the Canadian. Stipulations of peace were
agreed upon with those chiefs, and they promised not to return to the settlements again
unless permitted to do so by the authorities of the government. This agreement, however,
was violated in a few days after the council ; the Indians returned to the settlements, and,
after being warned off by Captaiu Duncan, United States army, were attacked by him, and
one of their number was killed and several wounded. Since then I have not heard of their
committing any depredations upon the settlements of New Mexico. But if you will contemplate the record of their atrocities upon our people on the plains this year, and count
among those atrocitie£ the going up to unoffendiug citizens travelling with trains, the
shaking of hands with those citizens and then coolly shooting them down, the scalping of
their victims, the scalping of two innocent boys yet living and now in the hospital at Fort
Larned, the killing and the mutilating of the bodies of the five Americans with Allison's
train, I think you can hardly fail to see that I should be derelict of my duty if I should
refrain from making at least an attempt to avenge our slaughtered and plundered citizens.
For all these reasons I have sent Colonel Carson into the field with as many men as can be
spared to make such an attempt, and it is not proposed to embarrass him with such instructions as you have done me the honor to suggest. If, however, you are satisfied that any
portion of the Comanche tribe have not participated in the late outrages, and who still seriously desire to be at peace, and will send a reliable agent with Colonel Carson to designate that portion, he will be charged to make the discrimination, unlee:s he have information which may lead him to believe that such agent is mistaken.
I beg to apologize for the length of this communication, and in closing it to assure you
that it has been with reluctance that I sent these troops into the field to make war ; but I
cannot see what else there is left for us to do, unless it be to bear all these outrages uncomplainingly, and as soon as spring opens witness their recurrence with increased barbarity;
for these Indians would attribute our refraining to strike to our fears, and then kill and rob
our people with impunity.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Esq.,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Santa

MATTHEW STECK,

Fe,

N.

~lf.

NoTE.-I append, for your information, a copy of a letter from Mr. Greenwood, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to Mr. Secretary Thompson, in relation to depredatious in San Miguel county, New Mexico, in November, 1859.
J. H. C.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

DEPARTMENT- OF THE INTERIOR.

Office Indian A.ffairs, December 30, 1859.
SIR: I have the honor to transmit, for your information, the copy of a letter from Superintendent J. L. Collins, dated the 5th instant, covering the minutes of the proceedings of a
meeting of the citizens of s~1.n Miguel county, assembled on the 1st instant, at Las Vegas,
New Mexico.
The minutes show not only that the Comanches have, during November last, destroyed
several ranches, but are now prowling upon the borders with the evident design of repeating their depredations upon the property of the settlers.
The superintendent says, in his communication, that he believes that the statements of
the settlers are not exaggerated, and submits the propriety of calling the attention of the
Secretary of War to the suhjf!ct. He further says that the Indians of the plains will certainly have to be chastised before we can have any security in passing over the plains. He
thinks that a large military force should be employed, and that three columns-one from
Texas, one from New Mexico, and one from Kansas-should simultaneously enter the Indian country, and that a single column would, in his opinion, do nothing effective. I
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would re•pectfully suggest, provided it meets with your approbation, that copies of the enclosures be transmitted to the Secretary of War for his information, and such action thereon
as in his judgment the exigencies of the case shall require.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. B. GREENWOOD, Commissioner.
Hon. JACOB THOMPSON, S(cretary of the Inte1·ior.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. G. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTliiENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N . .Jf., October 30, 1864.
GENERAL: I have delayed making a formal report on the important matter of subsisting
the Navajo and Apache Indians, now on the reservation at the Bosque Redondo, until I
could learn definitely the probable result of the harvest in this Territory. As you have
already seen in a report of General Crocl,er on the condition of the Indians at the Bosque
Redondo, everything there was a success, except the crop of <iOrn. We had a field of n early
three thousand acres, which promised to mature finely, when, after it had tasselled and the
ears formed, it was attacked by what they here (~all the cnt-worm, or army-worm, and the
whole crop destroyed. I enclose herewith the report of a board of survey on the subject.
When this was known, I then hoped the corn, and grain, and bean crop in the Territory
would prove adequate to the wants of the Indians, until the crop matures in 1865; but the
w'heat crop, when nearly ready for harvest, was drenched and beaten down by unprecedented
storms of rain, and over half destroyed. In 'l,aos, Mora, Rio Arriba, and San Miguel conntie;;, whence we reasonably expected to get a good supply of corn, the hail-storms and early
and severe frosts nearly destroyed the whole crop. This, too, was the case with the beans;
so that there is a great scarcity even for the people.
The reports which were sent to Washington that I had purchased last spring supplies
enough to last the captive Indians for two years were unfounded in fact, as I wrote to you
at the end of last June. The breadstuffs remaining of that purchase will all be consumed
by the end of December of this year. We have advertised for wheat, wheat-meal, and
beans enough to last until corn can be brought from the States; but, in my opinion, we
shall hardly be able to secure the requisite quantity in the country, for the reasons before
stated.
This failure of tbe crop-a visitation of God-I could not contend against. It came, and
now we must meet the consequences as best we may. The Indians could not be turned
loose, or even taken back to their country, without being obliged to war upon the people,
as heretofore, or perish. This is stated, not that I have any idea of either turning them
loose or taking them back, but in answer to the senseless arguments which a few persons
here, headed by the superintendent of Indian affairs, are making against the reservation at
the Bosque Redondo. It then follows that we must feed them where they are, until at least
the harvest of next year, which we may reasonably hope, judging from the past, will not be
disastrous, as the one of this. The future of not only New Mexico, but of Arizona, depends
on the determination and the ability of the general government to hold this formidable
tribe, now that it ha8 been subdued and gotten in hand, until it can support itself. Nothing
should arise or conspire to let them go again. 'I he axiom, '' that that system is the
cheapest and best which is cheaper and better than any other in the long run," should be
bornP. in mind as havipg an exact :fitness to the question of holding these Indians. The
enclosed letter to General Crocker about reducing the amount of food to be issued until we
can get some more ahead, I have not heard from in reply, but I hope he will be able to
carry into effect my request without trouble.
You can hardly imagine, .general, the great difficulties which have lain in ~e path leading toward the settlement of this nation. Congress passed a bill appropriating one hundred thousand dollars toward clothing them and getting them farming utensils, tools, &c.
This was the first of July last, and, as yet, not a. yard of cloth, or a blanket, or spade, or
plough, has reached them. Now the cold weather is setting in, and I have thousands of
women and cnildren who need the protection of a blanket. It is said that the goods bought
by this money left Leavenworth on the first of October, instant. With good luck they may
be at the Bosque Redondo by the tenth of next December. All theRe things the Indians
were told would be here long ago, and they have waited and hoped for them until now,
when the winter i;; upon us, and they think we may be acting in bad faith. This hal'! been
very unfortunate. Add to this the complete destruction by the army-worm of their crops,
which they had labored so hard to raise. Then, to fill the measure of their troubles, the
failure of the crop elsewhere obliges me to cut down their ration. These are their troubles.
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Ours have been manifold, but they have been met and overcome thus far. Now we have
come to that point when we must have immediate help from the government. We must
have our past requisitions for funds filled at once, and those which we shall be obliged to
make promptly tilled, else what little food the people have to sell will be held in their
hands. You can better imagine the consequences resulting from our inability to get this
food, and have it at the Busque Bedondo in time, than I describe them.
Again, it is absolutely necessary that two thousand five hundred head of good cattle be
bought in Kansas or Missouri, and sent out at once. 'fhis the vVar Department should order
to be done. There should be no time lost by advertising for proposals, but the stock on
hand, if there be any, should be sent, or it should be bought in the open market and forwarded, one thousand two hundred and fifty at a time, without delay. Then, if we cannot
get bread, we can give the Indians more meat, and at least keep them from perishing.
I trust the earnestness of my appeal will be measured by the necessities which surround
me, and that there will be no delay in filling our requisitions for moiley, or in sending
these cattle.
I am, general, very respectful!.y, your obedient servant,
JAMES H . CARLETON,
]3rigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LoRENzo Tnm.IAS,
AdJutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. C.

List cif 'fapers which accompanied this letter.
Proceedings of a board of finrvey convened at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, August 30, 1864.
Copy of a letter to General Crocker, dated October 22, 186<1.
Copy of a letter from Geneml Crocker, dated October 21, 1864:. -(Extract)
Copy of a letter frorn U~•ptain Calloway, dated September H, 1864:.
Copy of a letter from Lorenzo Labad ie, dated October 22, 1861.
Copy of a letter from Colonel John C. McFerran, chief quartermaster, to Major H. M. Enos,
division quartermaster, dated October 29, 1864:.
Official :

El:lASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V, A. A. A. General .

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXJCO,
Santa Fe, N . J.lf., October 31, 1864.
GENERAL : The cold 'weather admonishes me to write to you about what it appears to
me would be the best. plan to construct habitations for the Indians for the approaching
winter. If you will have circular excavations made at the points where you will have
the different villages-each one large enough for a family, and, say, four feet or more in
depth, with the earth embanked some three or four feet high on the north side, ·with
steps cut in the earth to descend to the floor-they would be very warm, even with
a little fire. Pray have one made as a model, and, if they like it, encourage the Indians to follow the pattern . In this way the co~d winds will be entirely escaped by the
children. What is done should be at once, before the winter sets in. The Indians can
spread the floors with coarse reed grass, or with hay, and can make beds of grass which
will be very comfortable. Besides, they will have some green hides and skins to spread
down. Such excavations require no timber, are warmer than the huts they have, and
are soon made. They should be made north of the north acequia, and far enough removed to avoid dampness from it. I have ordered Captain ' Bell to buy if possible and
send down from Fort Union, where be has gone, 4,000 sheep. These will furnish wool
to we we into little blankets for the sma1ler children; the skins can be dressed for clothing, and the flesh iEsued for food at the pre~ent established rates. The whole animal,
including wh ~tt the butchers call the "head and pluck," must be issued.
You must pardon me for suggesting ::tll these details, but my anxiety is so great to make
this powerful nation, which has surrendered to ue, as happy and as we1l cared-for as possible
under all the adverse circnmstances which encompass us, that. every idea looking to this
end which comes into my mind I send to you, fully believing that you will enter in to the
spirit which animates me for their good. The economy in the nse of food in all things
must be ob.served. The making of soups, whiuh is by far the best way to cook what
they have, must be inculcated as a religion. And let me observe that one pound of
solid foed made into nutritious soup-nutritious because well and thoroughly boiled-
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for each man, woman, and child, per day-for a Frenchman-is more than he wants, and
more than he gets, as a rule.
I hope the Iudian goods will be at Fort Union by the twentieth of November, and at
the Bosque by the end. Then they will have more tools to work with-some blankets,
shirts, and cloth, for the children's nakedness. These articles, with the flee ces of the
~,000 sheep, will help keep the Indians comfortable.
Tell them to be too proud to murmur at what cannot be helped. We could not foresee the total destruction of their
corn crop, nor could we foresee that the frost and hail would come and destroy the crop
in the country; but not to be discouraged ; to work hard, every man and woman, to
put in large fields next year, when, if God smiles upon our efforts, they will, at one
bound, be forever placed beyond want, and independent. Tell them not to believe
ever that we are not their best friends ; that their enemies have told them that we would
destroy them ; that we had sent big guns there to attack them ; but that those guns
are only to be used against their enemies, if they continue to behave as they have done.
In relation to the excavations, it would be well to have them at the sites of the
difftJrent villages, for this reason: the Indians will then be near where they will erect
their houses, and will lose no time in going to their labors upon them,
If the Navajoes had the spirit with reference to the Comanches which they ought to
have toward their hereditary enemies, a war party of 500 of the former could go out
anrl get all the stock they wanted. It would add to the punishment which the Comanches deserve for their depredations and butcheries of this year.
Captain Bristol and Captain Ca!Joway would be the best men to prepare a model for the
temporary habitations for the Indians.
Colonel Collins tells me that some twenty wagons and sixty work-cattle are coming,
as he understands, for the Indians. Colonel McFerran will have ten wagons-old and
condemned-sent down from Fort Union. These will be given to them. Thus, little
by little, they will have many conveniences. Tell them thh;, please. Some of their own
horses should be broken to teaming and ploughing.
It is po~sible a committee of the legislature m<ty come down to see how the Indians
are getting on. Pray have them kindly received and shown everything. I know I can
count on your constant thoughts and earnest and per~istent efforts to second me in this
important work, and shall always feel obliged to you for them.
Respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General MARCELLUS M. CROCKER, U. S. Vols.,
Oomrnanrtiny at Fort Sumner, N. M.
NoTE.-! shall start for Franklin about the lOth November.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Ooptain 1st Vtt. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., November I, 1864:.
SIR: We have in this department nearly 10,000 Navajo and Apache Indians whom
we are endeavoring to establish upon a reservation and teach to till the earth for a support. You were kind enough last year to send us a few packages of seeds, for which we
are very thankful. I pray that you will send us a large supply this year. If some
came every mail from now until the planting season will be over next year, it will help
us very much. They should be put up in the strongest possible wrappers, preferably in
tin boxes, and be legibly marked. This year the army:worm totally destroyed the crop
planted by the Indians, which was a calamity, and reduces us to great straits. Witl;t
God's blessing, ned year, we hope to raise enough for their support.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
CHIEF OF THE AGRICULTURAL BuREAu, Washington, D. C.
HE.'.DQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1 t Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

Official:
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Santa Fe, N. M., November 6, 1864:.
GENERAL: I beg again to impress upon your mind the planting of the 5,000 trees this
winter on the reservation. If 10,000 can be planted and cared for, so much the better.
Please give this important matter your personal attention. When the mesquite roots have
all been consumed we shall have growing quite a forest of wood for fuel if we plant frolll
5,000 to 10,000 trees per annum. Captain Calloway informed me that immense numbers
could be ea~;;ily procured.
5 p . m.-Ybur letter of the 28th ultimo has just been received. The Indians must be
contented with the amount of food now ordered to be issued to them ; id est, twenty
ounces per day of solid food to each individual. Major McCleave, 1st cavalry California
volunteers, is the officer I propose to send to your post to act as commissary.
Please make arrangements to have a certain census of all captive Indians on the reservation made on the 30th instant by actual count. At that time it will be well to know
the strength of each family, with age, sex, &c., of each. Report the number, age, sex, &c.,
of the orphan children, and what plan you have adopted with reference to th eir case. This
will be an especial report required for the War Department. Pray let it be as full and
complete as possible, and give the amount and kind of stock owned uy each family or
each Indian, as the case may be. ·If you require any more of the tin tickets to f<teilitate
the issue of rations, please write to Captain Shoemaker to have them made , stating the
number and size (with regard to the figures stamped upon them) of what you require. It
is left with yourself to invest the money due to Indians for fodder as you may think will
most conduce to their interests. A fund should be formed to provide grape cuttings and
to pay for pumpkin, melon, chile, and other seeds. Please let me know if m any seeds
have been saved for planting, and what you will require.
The seed wheat must be selected from the wheat you have on hand as far as possible.
Suppose, for example, you cause to be sown, say, 3,000 acres. This will take from 4,500
bushels to 6,000 bushels, equal to 300,000 pounds, a frightful quantity, considering the
scarcity. It will not do to trust too much to the corn crop. Besides, if the wheat is sown
early, and matures early! beans can be raised on the same ground next summer-a great
gain.
'l'be Indians destroy a great deal of the corn crop by eating the corn before the ears are
filled. Separate ground should be planted to be depredated on, so that the m ain fields
would be left intact to ripen. Captain Bell, commissary of subsistence, has bought twelve
new ploughs. These shall be sent down as soon as they come . If all the able-bodied Indians will keep busily at work now, and day by day, until the next planting season has
passed, 10,000 acres can be put in seed with ease. The 4,000 sheep have bee n bought
and are en route to you. The fieecel:l should be given to the poorest Indians. Pl ease infurm
me of bow much these sheep average in weight per head, taking every ounce that can be
issued as food.
If the commissary would arrange to have all the blood of slaughtered cattle and sheep
saved, to be made into haggies and blood puddings, it would be great food for the orphan
children who go to the school. The scarcity of food in the country is very great, and
every resource must be tried to economize, or there will be positive suffering before the
next crop will be gathered.
Please have the land which is to be cultivated meal:lured. A calculation can easily be
made which will determine beyond a doubt the number of acres. Delays in the arrival of
the mail have detained me from going below. I shall start some time this week, and
shall endeavor to return via Fort Sumner.
lam, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. MARCELLusM . CROCKER, U.S Vols.,

Ovmmanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Jffi.cial:

ERASTUS W. WOOD ,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., Novembtr 8, 1864.
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 5th
instant, and to say, in reply, that it bas hitherto seemed to be my duty, when Indians murdered our people and ran off their stock, to punish the aggressors if I could. The respon-
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l'!ibility of all the consequences which m<ty follow my acts it is expected will rest where it
rightfully belongs-that is to !lay, upon my~elf. I was not aware, until so ioforme 1 by
yourself, that it was expected that inveEtigatioos, with reference to Indian hostilities ?n
our people, were to be made through your office before a blow could be struck . It 1s,
however, acknowl0dged that you should be informed when hostile demonstrations are to
be made against Indians within your superintendency, and, therefore, copies of orders in
<!Uch casetl have been sent to you. Utes and Apaches have had authority to go against the
Comanches and Kiowas, with Colonel Carson, mainly because it was desirable, when so
many coalitions are forming between the various Indian tribes against the whites, to have
the savages of the mountains committed on our side as against the Indians of the plains.
'fhis subject seemed to be the peculiar province of the military department, which is
charged with the protection of the people.
It may not be improper to inform you that I, myself, was in command of the troops at
Albuqu erque, in 1856, when the Comanches and Kiowas visited that town. I gave them
an ox and some flour and sugar and coffee, and bad a talk with them. Enclosed please
find a copy of a letter from department headquarters to my.•elf in relation to them.
It is to be regretted that, from no cause on the part of the military, there bas come to
exist a state of affairs between ourselves officially which seems to preclude the idea of
much cordiality in consult.ation or in co-operation; but my earnest efforts shall continue
and the whole of my ability be given to protect the peroons and property of the people
residing within this department from Indian aggres,;ions, even though, unhappily, there be
not such a condition of harmony between ouroelves, as public officers, as might be desirable.
I have the honor to he, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H CARLETON,
Bri!Jadier General, Commanding.
MATrHEW STECK, Esq.,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Santa Fe, N. Jl.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lrif. G. V., .A. A. A. General.

DEPARTMENT OF NEW

~iExrco,

AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N .~.W., Novtmber 9, 1864.
GENERAL : The general commanding the dep 1rtment has been sorry to learn that some
Indians from the reservation are reported to have killed a beef belonging to a citizen who
liveR near Mr. Giddings, or above there. If this be true, the general says that a stern example must be made by the punishment of the aggressors. If they cannot individually
be identified , the chief of the particular band to which they belong should be imprisoned
and kept as a hostage for the good behavior of his people until the offenders have been
given up .
The general futther directs that you call the chiefs together and tell them about this,
and tell them you have orders to try and punish, if necessary by shooting , any Indian
who depredates upon the property of the citiz ~ns This matter must be met at once, and
met in a manner to prevent its recurrence. Pay the owner of the beef out. of the money
due the Inrlians for fodder, and have them see you do it. The commanding general trusts
that you will be able to adopt such measures, by precept and by force, as shall forever put
a stop to such acts. Forbid the Indians comiug to~ard the settlements. They mu::;t herd
their stock and hunt to the northeast, east, and southeast of the post.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant .A.d}utant General.
Brig. Gen. MARCELLUS M. CROCKER, U. S. Vols.,
Commanding .at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. G. V:, .A.. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Socorro, N. M., November 15, 18 64.
MAJOR: On the 8th instant seven Indians, supposed to be Moqui, Zufii, and Apache Indians from arrows found, attacked four shepherds near Limitar, killed three and ran off
3,000 head of sheep. They doubtless went to the Rita Quemado toward Zufii and the
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Moqui. Take a few resolute men, go yourself south, cut their trail and follow it and retake the sheep. I believe the Muquis, pres::;ed by hunger, ha.ve committed the robbery.
If you travel as well as you did on your late trip you will be sure to catch them and make
some reputation. I am anxious for you to succeed in this. I have great faith in your
energy and perseverance.
Send a copy of this Jetter to department headquarters for record.
I am, major, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brzgadier General, Commanding.
Major ETHAN W. EATON,
commanding at Fort Wingate, N. M.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain Ist Vet. Inj. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's 0FFICt:,
Santa Fe, N. li'I., Novernbtr 25, 1864.
GENERAL : Dr. M. Steck, superintendent of Indian affairs for the department of New
M~::xico, leaves Santa Fe on the 26tp. instant for Fort Union.
He goes to that post for tbe
purpose of receiving and conducting to Fort Sumner, New Mexico, a train of goods and
presents intended for the Indians on the military reservation at the Bosque Redondo, about
to arrive from the btates. I am directed by the general commanding to say to you that it
is his desire that you afford Dr. Steck every assistance in your power to enable him to carry
out the wishes of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in the distributior of these goods.
Dr. Steck may take an escort from Fort Union; in case he should do so, you are directed
to return the same to that post as soon as practicable. The general also directs that if the
superintendent wishes to examine into the condition of the Indians under your charge and
to go among and talk with them, you will permit him to do so, and have Captain
Calloway and your interpreter go with him and show him the Indian farm, mode of working it, facilities for doing so, &c., &c., and how Indians are supplied with food, at;; well as
any other information he may desire to obtain in relation to the Indians on the reservation.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
A ssistant Adfutant General.
Brig. Gen. MARCELLUS M. CRoCKER, U. S. Vols,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Official:
Captain Ist Vel. Inj. C. V, A. A. A. Gentral.

[Confidential.]
DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExrco, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., December 9, 1864.
GENERAL: I have just heard from the general commanding. He was at Las Cruces, New
Mexico, on the 1st instant, and he directs me to write to you as follows :
About one year since, when Dr. Steck, superintendent of Indian affairs for New Mexico,
went to the Bosque Redondo, he caused the Apaches to become discontentt>d , by telling
them that they could go to their own country to make mescal. If the doctor pursues any
such comse during his -present visit, or talks with the Nava)oes in any manner
make
them unhappy or discontented, he will be required at once to leave the reservation.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Brig. Gen. MARCELLUS M. CROCKER, U. S. Vols.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Official:
Captain Ist Vet. lnj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

to
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Franklin, Texas, December 10, 1864-.
DEAR GENERAL: Your private letter of 17th ultimo came to hand to-day. I have writ~
ten to the chief commissary that if he can see his way clear to feed the Indians, if we add
four ounces to the present meat ration, making it twelve ounces per day to each Indian, to
write to you to that effect by the special express which will take this letter from Santa Fe,
when you will give orders accordingly.
Whether the Indians understand the necessity of diminishing their rations or not, that
necessity meets us at every turn from the great scarcity in the country, and they must be
satisfied. If they proceed to any unpleasant extremes force must be used against them on
the moment. They must do what we direct or perish. Besides, they must commence work
upon their fields at once. Adopt the best plan to produce this result, but th' e result must
be produced now before it is too late.
You can try this plan if the chief commissary finds he can make the additional four
ounces to the meat ration per day. Issue the addition only to those who do good days'
work.
Order a military commission to try the three NavAjoes about whom you write. Have
them have a fair trial. If they are sentenced to be hung or shot for what they have done
as alleged, they will deserve the sentence. Your arrangement about having a part of the
Indian hospital used for school purposes is a gooq one and approved by me.
It was my purpose to come to ~'ort Sumner vii}, Fort Stanton from Las Cruces, but I fear
I shall not have time. If not, I shall come as soon after my arrival at Sa.ntR Fe as possible. I shall leave here, en route to Las Cruces, on the 13th, and shall be obliged to remain
there a day or two. Hoping that, by firmness and kindness combined, you will succeed in
managing the Indians in a sath;factory manner,
I am, dear general, very truly yours,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadur General, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. :MARCELLus.¥. CROCKER, U.S. Vols.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain ist Vet. lnf. C. V., A . A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Franklin, Texas, December 10, 1864.
CAPTAIN: I have just received a letter from General Crocker, stating that the Indians
make many daily complaints that their ration is too smalL If you can see your way clear
in getting supplies so that you can safely increase the meat ration to twelve ounces per day
to each Indian, of meat-it is now eight ounces-and twelve ounces of breadstuffs, in all
twenty-four ounces to the ration, write to General Crocker at once by special express to increase the issue of the meat ration to twelve ounces.
I am, captain, respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Captain WILLIAM H. BELL, U. S. A.,
Chief Commissary, Santa Fe, N. M.
Official :
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Las Oruces, N. M., December 15, 1864.
CoLONEL : I had the pleasure to receive your vP-ry interesting and satisfactory report of
your battle with the Kiowas on 25th ultimo, and have sent a copy of it to the War Department.
I beg to express to you and to the gallant officers and soldiers whom you commanded on
that occasion, as well as to our good auxiliaries, the Utes and Apaches, my thanks for the
handsome manner in which you all met so formidable an enemy aiJ.d defeated him. Please
to publish an order to this effect.
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This brilliant aff.tir adds another green leaf to the laurel wreath which you have so nobly
won in the service of your country.
That you may long be spared to be of still further service, is the sincere wish of your
obedient servant and friend,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
Com' dg Expedition again•t the Kwwa and Comanche Indians, Fort Bascom, N. M.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A A. General.

LETTERS RELATING TO INDIAN AFFAIRS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO DURING THE YEAR 1865.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTME:-;T OF NEW MEXICO,
Whittemore's Ranche, N. M., January 5, 1865.
GENERAL: The general commanding the department directs me to write to you as follows:
Send all men belonging to company A, lt>t cavalry New Mexico volunteers, to Fort Stanton. It is supposed that some are at your post unless they left with Lieutenant Hubbell
for Fort Stanton.
The general saw a Navajo woman, having with her a Navajo girl aged about twelve
years, about three miles from this place. They bad evidently followed an ox train which
had brought flour to Fort Sumner from Mr. Moore a few days since, and this evening another Navajo woman, aged about eighteen, came into this raocbe from the direction of
Fort Sumner; this last one be has asked Mr. Whittemore to return to Fort Sumner by the
first opportunity. The general is under the impression that a great many Navajo women
are inveigled away from Fort Sumner by Mexicans who come there with supplies, and that
others are perhaps wandering away towards the settlements. This must be effectually
stopped at once, and he leaves it with you to adopt the means.
It is understood here that Dr. Steck told Mr. Taylor that the Navajoes are going off
by :fives and sixes every day ; that the Indians told him so. One or two movable pickets
commanded by a determined officer could soon ascertain whether this is true and put a
stop to it . An officer and a half dozen men stationed at this point to search trains might
also do a great deal of good. In conclusion, the general suggests whether it would not be
b Ptter to not permit any Indians to leave the post without a written passport, these to be
delivered up on their return.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ERA8TUS W. WOOD, .Aide-de-Gamp.
Brig. Gen. MARCELLUS M. CnocKER, U. S. VoJs.,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, New Mexico.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., January 14, 1865.
GENERAL : I have the honor herewith to enclose for the information of the Secretary of
War the proceedings 6f a board of officers assembled by Brigadier General Crocker, United
States volunteers, at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, to make an examination of the quantity,
quality and kind of goods issued by Matthew Steck, esq., superintendent of Indian affairs
for New Mexico, to the Navajo Indians at the Bosque Redondo, in December. 1864.
You will also please find enclosed a letter from General Crocker on this subject, and likewise letters from Captain Lusby, assistant adjutant general, and of Mr. La Rue, the present sutler at Fort Sumner, setting forth their opinions of the value of the goods. You
are aware that Congress passed a bill appropriating one hundred thousand dollars for the
purchase of goods for these Indians. The result to the Indians is shown by these papers.
Captain Bristol, who was on the board, informed me that Mr. Steck asked him not to count
the pieces of prints.
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If, general, this is to be considered as a specimen of the manner in which the intentions
of Congress in making appropriations are to be carried into practical effect, it would be well
for that honorable body, when considering the matter with reference to how much of that
appropriation would reach the point aimed at by them, to leave a wide margin for what
in target practice is technically called " the drift."
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLE'fON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General LORENzo THOMAS,
AdJutant General U. S. A., Washington, D. 0.
NOTE.-The wagons and oxen, much needed, have not been turned over to the Indians,
or to the commander at Fort Sumner for their use.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., January 17, 1865.
Sm: I have been informed that an influential Mexican wrote to his brother in Valencia
co11nty, on the Rio Grande, that unless tlle people there opposed the colonization of the Navajoes at the Bosque Redondo, aud unless they succeeded in having the Navajoes got back
to their own county, all of the government business which bas hitherto been so beneficial
to that country by passing trains of supplies to the old Navajo country, and the employment of means of kansportation for army purposes in that country, would cease. There
can hardly be a doubt but that here are a set of demagogues who foresee that when the Indians are all colonized, there will be no further need of the immense expenditures which
have hitherto been incurred in keepiug troops in New 1\fexico, and make that one of the
points to oppose so important a measure. It is well to remember the machinations of parties to keep up the Florida war. In my opinion, this idea of losing the government patronage for New Mexico when the Indian difficulties should come to an end, with a certain
set who care nothing for the poor or the future of the country, is one great element of oppoEition to the measure. I can prove by figures, if necessary, that to place and keep the
Indians on any reservation in their own country, for example on the San Juan-the only
place which even those who wish them moved say they could occupy-would cost more
than three times as much as to keep them where they are. If those who wish them moved
will name the place west of the Rio Grande where they would put them, I will measure
the distances, survey the ground, get bids for freight, ~alculate the cost of the forts, the
number and cost of the various garrisons, the cost of food, and prove by positive data
what, without going into minute details, I here ~:~tate. You bad better, by far, move them
to Kansas or Missouri, for then you take them where provisions are cheap.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE ARMY, Washington, D. a.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., January 24:, 1865.
GENERAL: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of Colonel Carson's report of his
fight with the Kiowas and Comanches on his upedition as ordered by General Orders No.
32 of last year, from these headquarters. Had General Blunt gone on to the Palo Duro,
near the scene of this fight, those two tribes would doubtless have received a severe punishment.
I find that it is impossible for me to guard the lines of communication hence to the
States with the limited force at my command, and at the same time guard the nine thousand Indian prisoners I have and whip other hostile Indians within New Mexico and Arizona. It is simply impossible for me to do it. Therefore I must depend on your help to
this end.
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Permit me to suggest that if you will send six companies of cavalry and two of infantry
and a. section of artillery via the bend of the Arkansas near Walnut creek, to the Palo
Duro, (there is a fine road leading to New Mexico by that route,) and there to encamp for
the summer, the cavalry to scout, the infantry and artillery to hold an intrenched camp
with the hospital and supplies, the efforts of the Comanches and Kiowas would be paralyzed; for that point is in the very heart of their country, is easy of access, and has an
abundance of fine wood, water and grass. If then you would have two companies of infantry and four of cavalry at old Fort Atkinson, twenty-six miles below the Cimarron crossing of the Arkansas, and two companies of infantry, one section of artillery, and four companies of cavalry at Fort Larned, which, in all, would amount to one regiment of cavalry, six
companies of infantry and two sections of artillery, I think that, with what I could do from
Fort Union to the crossing of the Arkansas, the route would be rendered safe during the
summer. I suggest what is here written from having some knowledge of the country and of
the summer haunts of the Indians. I am getting troops prepared to occupy the lower Cimarron spring, Cold spring, Rabbit Ear and Whetstone creek. These will furnish escorts from
point t:> point to the crossing of the Arkansas, a distance of three hundred and fifty miles
from Fort Union. Unle~>s wba.t is here suggested be done, and done by the fin;t of May
next, there will be many lives sacrificed and much property destroyed. I heg that you
will furnish at least what is here suggested. If you know of better points than those named
where troops should be placed, having the'3e objects in view, of course you will place them
there. I only offer the result of my observation .a nd experience on the road to be guarded,
and would not be under~>tood as desiring to influence your own judgment iu the matter.
General Sumner, when in command here, employed myself upon the road fo1· two seasotJS,
which gave me some knowledge of the country. I enclose herewith a newspaper having
paragraph I of Special Orders No 2, current series from theGe headquarters, by which you
will see that troops are moving toward Fort Union preparatory to taking up the positions
upon the road here indicated. The government should at once make the continuation of
the telegraph from Denver to Santa Fe ; then we could act in concert and produce lasting
results. If I bad influence it should be exerted to this end. The proposition is self-evident. Once you bring the whole matter of the gvod results to be attained by having telegraphic communication with Santa F~, movements can be combined and timed by the
commanders of these two military departments which must result in the total subjection
of the Indians of the plains. The economy of such an enterprise, when considered in connexion with the cross-purposes with which, for want of rapid communication, we now have
necessarily to work, is its principal recommendation.
I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAME:::l H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Oomrnanding.

Major General SAMUEL R. CuRTIS,
Oommandin!J the Department of Kansas, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
0 aptain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa F€, N. iff., Jamlary 29, 1865.
GENERAL: I have the honor herewith to enclose for the information of the War Department the following documents. I send the originals, so that those who may have them
to consider and act upon may have positive evidence in their own hands:
1st. General Orders No. 32, series for 1864, from these headquarters.
2d. Original letter from Matthew Steck, esq., superintendent of Indian affairs, acknowledging receipt of General Orders No. 32, above named. It is dated October 26, 1864.
3d. Copy of my reply to Mr. Steck's letter.
4th. Original letter from Superintendent Steck to his excellency the governor of New
Mexico, stating that since he received General Orders No. 32, he had not issued any passes
for Mexicans to go and trade with the Comanches. This letter is dated November 23, 1864.
5th. Original letter from Captain Edward H. Bergmann, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, dated November 26, 1864, enclosing an autograph passport signed by Superintendent
Steck, and dated October 27, 1864.
6th. Original letter from Captain Bergmann, dated December 4, 1864, enclosing an autograph passport, dated October 27, 1864, and another dated November 15, 1864, also
written by Superintendent Steck's own hand.
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7th. Original of a Jetter written by Captain Bergmann, dated November 24, 1864, in relation to Mexican traders with passports from Superintendent Steck, going stealthily past
the military lines after they had been warned not to do so, and giving information to the
enemy of the movem ent of troops.
8th. Original of a letter written by Colonel Carson, commanding an expedition against
the Indians, stating that he founrl powder and lead in their camp, which had been furnished, without a doubt, by Mexican traders.
9th. Original letter from Captain Murphy, enclosing an affidavit of the movements of
Mexican traders with passports from Superintendent Steck, in defiance of warnings that we
were at war with the Indians.
lOth. Printed report by Colonel Carson of his battle with the Indians.
You are aware, general, that the Indians robbed our trains on the route h ence to the
States during nearly all of last summer. That in the winter, as those S':tme Indians moved
south with their booty in stock, the Mexicans h ere, whom the Indians have not harmed on
the road as set forth in my letter to Dr. ~teck, got passports from Dr. Steck to go out on
the plains east of this Territory to buy the stock robbed from Americans. 'l'hat they paid
in part for this stock with ammunition which they knew would be used against Americans
in a continuation of this iniquitous business, there is not the bbadow of a doubt. How
many of these passports were issued by Ruperintendent Steck after h e bad notice of hostilities and before he wrote to the governor that he bad issued none sin ce he got th<:t t no·
tice, it is impossible to s1:1.y. The enclosed three are all which thus far h ave been intercepted.
The military is doing its best to protect the people and the Jines of communication from
hostile Indians ; but when a high civil functionary gives passp.1rts to men to carry on a nefarious t raffic, when b e knows in reason that those men will give information of the movements of the troops ; and when be sits down and Jeliberately writes to the gove rnor that
he has not given such passports, you must know, general, that such conduct adds not a
little, to say tbe least, to our many embarrassments.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
ADJUTANT GENERAL U. S. A., Washington, D. C.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lsi Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DF.PARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., February 12, 1865.
SIR: En closed, herewith, please :find a printed notice to the people that a company
of troops will leave Fort Union on the 1st and 15th of each month, to escort trains from
that post to Fort Larned, Kansas. You will detail the company which has been longest
from field service to move on this duty on the 1st proximo. Every officer and dfective man will go. It will have one hundred rounds of .ammunition per man in boxes,
and twenty rounds per man in cartridge-boxes. Each man will l.Je allowed to take two
blankets, one greatcoat, two extra shirts, two extra drawers, one pair extra Ehoes, one
pair extra pants; and no more clothing, except what he wears. You yourself will make
a personal inspection of each man's knapsack, after the company bas marched off the
parade, and see that this order is carefully observed. The company will take rations
only to Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory. There it will draw enough to last it to Fort
I . arned. It is hoped the company commander is a man capable of looking out well
for the safety of the animals and property he is to ef'cort and guard, and that he
does not need specific instructions on this point. It is h vped he and his men will be
not only ready to fight, but will fight any number of hot>tile Indians th ey may meet, or
who may attack or menace the company or the train, by ni ght or by day, in storm or
in fair weather. It is to be hoped that n either officers nor m en will be off their gua1d,
or idle away their time, but will attend to the business for which the government pays
them. No man's musket will be carried in a wagon or in a feed-box. He must carry
it himself all the time. Only two tents will be taken to a company. The chief quartermaster will send orders with reference to the transportation-not to exceed two six-mule
teams.
Respectfully, &c.,
JA)'IES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
COMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Union, N. M.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. Genera},,
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., February 15, 1865.
This morning Herrera Grn.nde and five other Navajo chiefs, and Jesus, the interpreter for whom I wrote to General Crocker, on the 22d of January, 1R65, came to Santa
Fe, en route to the old Navajo country. I had a talk with them in the presence of
Governor Connelly and Don Jose Manuel Gallegos. It was to this effect:
"They were to go out into the old Navajo country and tell the Navajoef1 still remaining there that they must come in at once, and go to the reservation ; that this is the
last warning they will have ; that, if they come in now, their stock shall remain as their own.
But if, within five weeks from the time of the notice, they are not at Fort Wingate,
the door will be shut, and we will then fight them, the people will fight them, and
the Utes will fight them, and they will be destroyed. In this case their blood will
be on their own hP.ads, not on ours, as they have bad fair warning. These Navajoes
whom I send out as delegates wi.th this warning are then to return to Santa Fe, and
thence to the Bosque Redondo, without waiting for any others."
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., Feb1·um·y 20, 1865.
Rm: I send Lieutenant John Ayres, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, with Her-

rera Grande and two other principal men of the Navajo nation, and with Jesus, the interpreter, to Fort Wingate, en route to inform Manuelito and the other Navajoes not
yet surrendered, that they must now eome in and go to the reservation, so as to help
put in a crop thiB year. If you think it advisable, Lieutenant Ayres and his party can
proceed with Herrera to Manuelito's camp. In this case some one should go who can
talk Spanish fluently, so as to act AS Lieutenant Ayres's interpreter, in case you think
private Dorland cannot talk that language sufficiently well to make Jesus understand
what Lieutenant Ayres may have to communicate. If it would be necessary to send half a
dozen more picked men, you can do so. In case Lieutenant Ayres should go on with
this delegation-and this is left with you to decide-see that he has a plenty of rations,
and, if he take a team, plenty of forage. In case the Indians go on alone, give them
animals to ride . You had better give them these, in either event, as they may be
obliged to leave the road to hunt Manuelito. The remnant of the tribe still in the
old Navajo country will be destroyed, unless they come in. The people of the country
and the Utes will rob them first and capture their children for servants, and by degrees
will completely exterminate them. Their only safety depends on their immediate surrender and removal to the Bosque Redondo. Be sure to impress this important truth
upon the minds of all Navajoes still back. Not six months will go past before what is
here stated will come true, and I wish to save them from such unhappy comequences,
in case they persist in their folly of remaining behind. Herrera .and the others, having
given the warning, will not wait for the other Navajoes, but will return at once to
Santa Fe, en route to Fort Sumner, where they are anxious to make preparations for
planting.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
COMliANDING OFFICER, Fort Wingate, N. M.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Va. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., February 25, 1865.
SIR: Your note of this rlat.e I have had the honor to receive. We are not yet at
peace with the Kiowas and Comanches. I hope soon to receive intelligence that a delegation from the latter tribe have come to Fort Bascom to make overtures for peace. I
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have authorized three parties to go out to their country to procure three American
women and three children said to be held captive by them, and to procure one Mexican boy, stolen from Chihuahua. When these parties return we shall know more definitely whether any durable compact can be made, having in view a peace with those
tribes, when you will be duly notified of the result.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
MICHAEL STECK, Esq.,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Santa Fe, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. G. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., February 26, 1865.
SIR: Mr. Delgado said he would send a party out to endeavor to buy the captives
of whom I wrote to you yesterday. I cannot consent to traders going to the Comanche
country for any other than the bona fide purpose of trying to get by purchase or otherwise the unfortunate persons now held captive by that people, or by the Kiowas.
Passports having this purpose in view will be countersigned, and the parties permitted
to pass through our pickets.
I am, sir, respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
MICHAEL STECK, Esq.,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Santa Fe, N. M.
Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A . A. General.

DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., Jfa·rch 10, 1865.
MAJOR: I send down by this express a small sack of apricot seeds, which the general
deRires to have planted at once.
The general commanding directs me to say that General Crocker was some time since
im;tructed to feeri to captive Indians one pound of fresh meat and three-quarters of a
pound of breadstuff per bead, each day, commencing March 1st ; but owing to the cattle having fallen off during the late stormy weather you will cause to be fed, commeucing at once, one pound of breadstuff and three·quarters of a pound of meat per
bead, each day, to the aforesaid Indians.
'l'be general also directs that you fit out a party of about one hundred Indians, well
provided with axes. Place them under the charge of some effident officer-Lieutenant
Fox, for instance-and ser ,d them up the Pecos river, to cut wood and let it float down
for the use of the troops and Indians on the reservation. This wood can be stopped by
running a boom out into the river at some point near the post ; but great care should
be used in order that it should not have the effect of causing the spring floods to overflow the river bottoms.
I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant .Adjutant General.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,
1st Uavuly C. V., Com. at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Officia.l:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERs DEPARTMENT oF NEw l\hxrco,
Santa Fe,N. M., "Warch 15, 1865.
MAJOR : I received yesterdfly your note of the 9th instant. I have written to Mr.
Dold that if he desires his train to proceed the escort will go with it, as originally ordere rl. Let the company understand that it must be on the watch all the time and
not be surprised. By having it understood how the train shall march, with advanced
spies, and with flankers, and with men in rear to give the alarm; and have it und erstood how the wagons shall be corralled in case of alarm, so that a corral can be
formed at a mom ent's notice ; and by having it understood that the men are to tight to
the last m a n in case of an attack--there will hardly be a doubt of their making a successful trip.
You will tell the Comanche chiefs that they will s.:md runners to warn the Indians
that if they attack our trains, either upon the Palo Duro, the Cimarron, or the Raton
mountains routfl, we will put men enough in the field against them to destroy them.
'fell them that the queRtion of a bitter war is left with themselves ; that we do not propose
to have our trains stopred or our people murdered with impunity ; that if they keep off
the road we shall not harm them. But if they attack our trains we will make a war
upon them which they will always remember. Tell the chiefs that if our trains are
attacked we shall not wish to see them again ; that we shall not believe ever in their
sincerity, certainly not in their ability to control their people.
I will send you another company, and if you are attaeked we expect, of course, that
you will make a handsome defence.
I believe, if Deus is not surprised, be can whip all the Indians which will dare to
come against a t1ain of wagons filled with soldiers, on the road, or against a wellformed corral, in camp. We must not have the commerce of the country stopped by
rumors. We must go ahead, and, if worse comes to worst, fight it out. Let that be
understood just now. And be sure and impress this idea upon those chiefs. It will be
a sorry time for their people in the long run. Tell them of their helpless condition
in winter, and that we shall not forget their summer rascalities.
RespectfuLly, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Major EDWARD H . BERGMANN,
Commanding at Fort Bascom, N. M.

NoTE -Have the trains take some water-barrels to hold water for the men, in case a
corral is m ade to fi!.!ht when the train is not near a stream. Give Captain Deus ord ers
to keep the b<trrels filled all the time.
Official:

ERASTUS W . WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A . A

A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., March 16, 1865.
Sm: I have had the honor to receive y)ur letter of the 15th instant, stating, that you
have received information that the Apache Indians, known as the Mimbres band of that
tribe, de5ire peace; and that you prop :>se to have a talk with them in their own country, and desire that I give you an escort as far as Fort West on the Gila river. In reply,
I beg to say that I have b een duly informed of the disposition of those I ndians, and
some weeks since gave directions as to the only terms on which peace could be had. I
have hitherto considered, and am still of the opinion, that when we are at war with
a band of Indians the military department of the government should and must manage all affairs connected with them until the war is ended ; otherwi8e a superintendent
or Indian agent might go and have talks and negotiate with them, when in the opinion
of the military commander the proper time bad come to prosecute hostilities with increased rigor ; and thus the two branches of the government might act with crosspurposes.
The Indians to whom you allude have been long at war, and are now, it is believed,
coming to that point where they wish to surrender. They are still in the hands of the
military, and will be, until the military commander makes peace with them upon his own terms. Some
of them have been captured and are kept as prisoners, so that when, in tb e opinion of
the military commander, the proper time comes, if the present efforts to get the Indians
fail, they will be sent as runners to tell their headmen to come in for a talk. Should
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the headmen thus come in, they will again be informed that the ultimatum is for their
people to remove to the reservation at the Bo~que Hedondo ; that they can have peace
on no other basis ; that we will continue the war until that result is produced, or the
band is exterminated.
To have any person outside of the military go and hold talks with them would be
productive of no good, and might lead to complications which should be avoided. I
therefore trust you will suspend the prosecution of your contemplated journey with such
an end in view. As soon as these Indians are at peace, and are removed to the re~er
vation, and the Department of the Interior stands ready to feed and take care of them,
in common with the Navajo Indians and the Mescalero Apaches, you will of course be
notified, when it will afl'ord me pleasure to turn them over to you. But until that time
comes, the military will claim to manage them to the best of its ability, whether in
making war or in making peace.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLElON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
MICHAEL STECK, Esq.,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Santa Fe, N. M.
NoTE.-See enclosed indorsement, number 772, series of 1865, from these headquarters.
Official :

ERAbTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj 0 V., A. A. A. Gmeral.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M, JJfarch 21, 1865.
Herrera Grande, Fecundo, and the other Navajo chiefs who were sent as delegates on
the 15th of February, 1865, to the old Navajo country to tell Manuelito and other Indians still in that country that they must go the B0sque, came back yesterday, aud
this morning came to department headquarters to report the result of their mission.
His excellency Governor Connelly, Colonel James L. Uollins, Hon Jose Manuel Gallegos, Colonel Nelson H. Davis, assistant inspector general United States army, and Lieutenant Colonel Eaton, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, were present when Herrera
made his report, which was made in Navajo to Jesus, the interpreter, and was rendered
in English by his excellency the governor. It was as follows :
Herrera Grande says : Three days and a half after he left Fort Wingate be got to Zulli,
where he met Manuelito. 'l'hey em braced, when Herrera told Manuelito he ha•i come to
see him. Manuelito said his elder brother was the commander, and it would be b etter to
go where his brother was. Next day Herrera started for the rancheria, and was overtaken
at Ojo del Venado that afternoon by Manuelito, who had staid back at Zulli for awhile.
That night, in talking with ~1anuelito, the latter said he would be willing to go to the
Bosque, but his animals we!'e poor. Herrera said it was not his orders for him to go,
but the commander's orders. They camped together, and the next day at 3 p. m they
arriYed at the camp of Manuelito Next day after, Manuelito sent out to call in thvse
who were absent. Many had scattered, owing to a Tecent attack of the Utes They
came in that evening, in all about fifty men, women and children ; this is abont half of
Manuelito's band. Then Manuelito brought in his stock; there were about 50 horses
and 40 eheep. He said: "Here is all I have in the world. See what a trifling amount.
You see how poor they are. My children are eating roots," (palmillas) Manuelito said
the stock was so poor it could not travel to the Bosque now. Herrera said he was not
authorized to extend the time set for him to come in. The two men who went with
Herrera joined the latter in saying that it was no usc to discuss the matter; that if they
did not go to the Bosque worse would come to them; that they need not remain behind thinking to have wealth in stock as they used to have ; that they would lose not
only their stuck, if they staid, but their lives ; that the dead could not be called back,
and they had better think of this. The women and children, seeing that Manuelito was
not disposed to come, commenced to cry, as they seemed to foresee the consequences of rt1·
maining behind. This conversation took place before the arrival of Manuelito's brother.
But he soon came, when he said that his animals were too poor, and he wanted to
remain. After this eonversation, Herrera said it was no use to remain longer ; that he
had delivered his message and would now go back to the Bosque. They then asked for
three months to get their stock in order so that they could go. Manuelito s;dd then,
upon reflection, he concluded not to go.
That his God and his mother lived in the
west and he would not leave them ; that there was a tradition that his people shuuld
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never cross the Rio Grande, the Rio San Juan, or the Rio Colorado; that he also could
not pass three mountains, and particularly could he not leave the Chusca mountains,
his native hills ; that his intention was to remain ; that he was there to suffer ail the
consequences of war or famine; that now he had nothing to lose but his life, and that
they could come and take whenever they pleased, but he would not move ; that he
had never done any wrong to the Americans or the Mexicans ; that he had never
tubbed, but had lived upon his own resources; that if he were killed innocent blooci
would be shed.
Herrera then said to him, "I have done all I could for your benefit; have given
you the best advice; I now leave you as if your grave were already made." Here they
parted, and Herrera and his companions then came to Zuni, where five Navajoes overtook them, some of whom had heard what had been said in council, and told them
that a good many Navajoes would come in ; and that the commander at the fort should
be told of it, so as to be prepared for them and not treat them as enemies ; that they
would try to be in in fifteen days ; but the snow was deep, and if they failed they would
send in runners to tell the reason. Herrera then came to Fort Wingate, and this was the
end of his mission.
J esus, the interpreter, then said that Manuelito told him, while the party was at Manuelito's rancheria, as follows:
"Last summer, when I had a talk with yon at Canon Bonita, I told you I would
come in, but I told you falsely. Now I tell you what is true: I will not go, and it is
no use in killing up horses in coming for me; I will never go voluntarily."
Herrera was then asked by General Carleton how many Navajoes he thought were still
back in thg old Navajo country? How many, of all who remain, west of the Rio Grande?
Answer. From our calculations there are now six small parties. The first one is beyond the Colorado Chiquito, and consists of fifty souls, all told-men, women and children. They are mostly allladrones.
'I'he next is Manuelito's band. It lives this side of Colorado Chiquito, about sixty
miles beyond Zuni. It consists of about one hundred souls, of all ages and sexes. There
are about twenty-five warriors. Not over twenty-five of this party say they will stay in
the old Navajo country, but will go to the Bosque.
The third party is at a place called Quelitas, south of Fort Canby. That band consists
of sixty or seventy. They are living there on pinones . They had considerable stock,
but the· Utes have recently taken it. They now live entirely upon nuts and roots.
The fourth party lives at Pueblo Colorado. This party is poor, and lives also on
pinones. This party has a hundred or more souls, with from thirty to thirty-five men
who could bear arms.
The fifth party is in Canon de Chelle. This party numbers sixty persons-men, women,
and children. HaB about twenty men.
There is a sixth party at the Mesas de Calabazas, which has some stock-say 2,000 bead
of sheep and 100 horses. This party is friendly with the Pah ·Utes, and numben about
one hundred. This makes four hundred and eighty in all, at the outside. We think
there are less.
Que.;tion by General Carleton. In your judgment, how many of these will voluntarily
come in?
Answer. We cannot tell how many, but probably seventy or eighty, or perhaps more.
Here the interview ended, and, on the 22d day of March, Herrera and party left for the
Bosque Redondo.
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., JJfarch 21, 1865.
[By the hands of Michael Steck, esq., superintendent of Indian affairs in New Mexico.]
MAJOR: I herewith enclose for your information a copy of a letter which I wrote to
Superintendent Steck on the 18th instant; also a copy of his reply. Dr. Steck will cause
to be transferred to Captain William L. Rynerson, assistant quartermaster United States
volunteers, certain articles of property belonging to the Indian department, for the use
of the Apaches and Navajoes upon the reservation. You will direct Captain Rynerson to
receipt for t!:J.em and to account for them through the proper department to the treasury
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of the United States. Dr. Steck will give him information as to necessary details in
making out the accounts, and the usual channel of communication. Of course these accounts will be distinct from all army property accounts, and, so far as this property is
concerned, Captain Rynerson will be an acting Indian agent. Should Dr. Steck visit the
Bosque Redondo, I bespeak for him at your hands the hospitality and consideration and
h:indness to which he is entitled as the head of the Indian department in New Mexico.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPART:M"ENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., March 22, 1865.
GENERAL: I felt it to be my duty to order that Mr. Lorenzo Labadie, Indian agent for
the Mescalero Apaches, be required to leave the reservation at the Bosque Redondo. He
has, without a doubt, been engaged in buying cattle which had been delivered at Fort
Sumner for subsistence for Indians. Captain Morton was not found guilty on the specification charging him with sending government cattle to Labadie's herd; but in General
Crocker's opinion, as well as in my own, there can hardly be a doubt that Labadie and he
were concerned in defrauding the government. I send the original record of the proceedings of the general court-martial, which tried Captain Morton, to you for your perusal. I
beg, respectfully, that the Secretary of War ask of the Secretary of the Interior that Mr.
Labadie be removed as Indian agent. He is not fit to hold office under the government.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE ARMY, Washington, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N . .Jf., March 23, 1865.
Sm: I understand if Manuelito, the Navajo chief, could be captured his band would
doubtless come in ; and that if you could make certain arrangements with the Indians at
the Zufii village, where he frequently comes on a visit and to trade, they would co-operate
with you in his capture. Whatever honorable arrangements can be made for his capture
would doubtless save his people from being robbed and perhaps exterminated. Send runners to tell all Navajoes who want to come in to get to .Fort Wingate as soon as possible.
I believe many wish to come and will come. Owing to the deep snows which have fallen,
and the weakness of their animals, consequent upon the late severe winter, the time in
which they may come in before hostile demonstrations will again be commenced against
those who positively refuse to come is extended to May 1, 1865. Try hard to get Manuelito. Have him securely ironed and carefully guarded. It will be a mercy to others
whom he controls to capture or kill him at once. I prefer he should be captured. If he
attempt to escape when again in our power, as he did from Fort Canby, he will be shot
down.
As fast as Indians come in to Fort Wingate send them to Los Pinos, where provisions
are cheaper. Send some of those who come as runners to warn the rest to come in, not
only to avoid danger, but to help put in a crop this year. Keep me promptly advised of
all you do.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major JuLIUS C. SHAW,
Oommanding at Fort Wingate, N. M.
Dfficial :

ERASTUS W . WOOD;
Oaptain 1st Vet Inf. C. V. , A. A . .A.. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., March 30, 1865.
SIR: I have the honor herewith to enclose for your information printed copies of General
Orders No . 3, series of 1864, and Genera.l Orders No.4, series for 1865, from these headquarters, which give an epitome of operations against Indians within the department of
New Mexico for the last two years.
You will observe in the summing up, in General Orders No. 4, that we have three thousand Indian children now upon the reservation. It is in reference to these children that
this communication is written.
Last year I had the honor to request of the Secretary of the Interior that that department furnish funds for the building of school-houses in which these children may b~ educated, but no answer was ever made to the letter. I now beg that you will take this important matter under consideration. It lies at the bottom of all our efforts 'to civilize
these Indians. The education of these children is the fundamental idea on which must
rest all our hopes of making the Navajoes a civilized and Chrit,tian people. It is unnecessary for me to put on paper the many arguments which I could use to convince you of the
importance of having schools for these children. You can figure to your own mind 3,000
intelligent boys aod girls with no one to teach them to read or write. Here is a field for
those VI ho are philanthropic which is ample enough to engage their attention and be the
object of their charities for many years. Without money to build school-houses and to buy
books, my hands are tied. The bishop of New Mexico has promised h elp in the way of
teachers, but, in my opinion, this important subject should receive the fostering care of the
government. The"e children properly belong to your department, and now, as well as
when they have become men and women, are and will be objects which must engage your
solicitude. I trust, therefore, that my appeal to you in their behalf will not be in vain.
There is another point to which I beg to call your immediate attention. Last year I
requested of you that the surveyor general of New Mexico should cause to be surveyed
the Indian reservation. This should be done at once. Not onlv should the exterior lines
be run and be marked by durable mounds, but the irrigable 1a:-nds should be laid off in
ten acre lots for assignment to different families. Perhaps even lots of a smaller size may
be necessary. No permanent organization of the tribes into bands, nor identity of lands,
with particular fields, can be made fairly and justly until this survey is made. You ar~
aware that there are no public surveys making either in this Territory or in Arizona which
would interfere with this work. Not one rood of land has been surveyed in New Mexico
since September, . l862, to my knowledge; the reason was, perhaps, on account of Indian
difficulti es. But there exist~ no reason why this important reservation may not at once
be surveyed and be cut up into lots. 1 pray that this may be done at an early day.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Hon. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, Washington, D. 0.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQlJARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., April 24, 1865.
GENERAL : I returned yesterday from the Bosque Redondo. It will be impossible to
organize into bands anrl systematically direct the labors of the 9,000 Indians we h ave at
that point unless the lands are properly surveyed. I have written two letters to the
Secretary of the Interior on the subject. The last one is herewith enclosed. The surveyor
general of New Mexico is now in Arizona, and it is uncertain when he will return. Even
if he were here there are no practical surveyors here who could do the work. So I beg
respectfully to recommend that the War Department, unless the Department of the Interior will do it, will employ and send out at once some practical surveyors to divide this
land so that particular lots can be given to particular bands and famili es. To do this by
guess is going to lead to endless quarrels. Once I can divide up the land so as to let a
given quantity be set apart for a certain number of Indians, and have it defined by a wall
which they can make, once the lines are drawn, the great step towards organization will
at onGe commence. Now, I have but a mass of Indians with no acknowledged head, and
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no subdivisions. The question about the schools for the 3,000 children I have written
much about, but can do nothing without authority from Washington to erect the schoolhouses.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
ADJUTANT GENERAL u.s. A., Washington, D.

a.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. JJI., April 26, 1865.
MAJOR: I derdrl'l that you have a careful examination made of the amount of subsistence stores on hand for issue to Indians at Fort Sumner. This subject gives me great
anxiety. Should there be any accident to prevent the arriva.l of corn from the States, we
shall have to diminish the ration, and must know to what extent this must be done before the stock runs low.
Should the priest, who has been elected chaplain, come with Paymaster Watts, who
will be at your post to pay off in a few days, give him for religious and school purposes
the three rooms in the Indian hospital which I looked at when there. The steward knows
the three. They are contiguous aud are of the following dimensions : two rooms in the
west wing, each 18 by 20 feet; and one front room, 20 by 30 feet. He is a fine young
man, and I bespeak for him your kind consideration, help, and encouragement. I believe
it would be better for him to have the care of as many children who are orphans as possible. He will then know if they get enough to eat.
I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from myself to Mr. Labadie, and a copy of his reply. Your own judgment will dictate what is best to be done. If that woman has sold
or is selling grain, the matter can be soon ascertained. Woodworth can be sent for, questioned, and, if guilty, tried. You have one or two links; you can now follow up the
chain. See what Labadie told Mr. Edgar in thii! connexion.
Re:>pectfull y, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. 11., May 4, 1865.
CoLONEL: I received your note of the 12th of April. It is my purpose to establish a
camp of three companies during the summer at or near Cedar Bluffs or near Cold spring,
on the Cimarron route, to give assistance to trains en route to and from the States. I believe if you go upon duty at that point you will be able to have a talk with some of the
chiefs of Cheyennes, Kiowas, and Comanches, and impress them with the folly of continuing this bad course. The troops would have been ordered out to that point before
now, but the spring was so backward the grass would not sustain the animals. Pfeiffer,
perhaps, may be spared to go. It would be well for you to get ready to go from Fort
Union by the 20th instant.
Please talk with Uolonel St. Vrain about purchasing the beaver skins for me.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON, Taos, N. M.
NoTE.-lt would be well if Mr. Benthner would send out to your eamp some necessaries
to sell to your eoldiers, and canned fruit, which would keep them healthy. Besides, he
would sell much to passing companies and trains.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V, A. A. A Gener

Official:
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., May 8, 1865 •
CoLONEL:
the 6th instant, and enclose herewith the
order for your movement. In niy opinion your consultations and influence with the Indians of the plains will stop the war. Be sure and move on the appointed day. I have
full faith and confidence in your judgment and in your energy.
To have a fine camp, with ovens ; a comfortable place for the sick ; good store-rooms;
some defences thrown up to prevent surprit:'e ; pickets established at good points for observation ; hay cut and hauled to feed of nights or in case the Indians crowd you; large
and well-armed guards, under an officer, with the public animals when herding; promptness in getting into the saddle and in moving to help the trains; a disposition to move
quick, each man with his little bag of flour, a little salt and sugar and coffee, and not
hampered by packs; arms and equipments al:..ays in order; tattoo and reveille roll-calls
invariably under arms, so that the men shall have their arms on the last thing at night
and in their hands the first thing in the morning; to have an inspection by the officers at
tattoo and at reveille of the arms, and to see that the men are ready · to fight, never to
let this be omitted; to have, if possible, all detachments commanded hy an officer, to
report progress and events from time to time-these seem to be some of the essential
points which, of course, you will keep in view. If the Indians behave themselves, that
is all the peace we want, and we shall not molest them ; if they do not, we will fight them
on sight and to the bitter end. The war is over now, and,· if necessary, 10,000 men can
at once be put into the field against them. Tell them this. It is a short speech, but it
covers all the ground. You know I don't believe much in smoking with Indians. When
they fear us, they behave They must be made to fear us or we can have no lasting peace.
They must not think to stop the commerce of the plains, nor must they imagine that we
are going to keep up escorts with trains. We do this now until we learn whether they
will behave or not. If they will not, we will end the matter by a war which will remove
any further necessity for escorts. Keep up discipline from the start and all the time.
After you have established your camp and got matters in training, please report in full.
Very respectfully and truly,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Oommandi'Tl{/.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON,
lsl Cavalry New Mexico Volunteers, Taos, N. M.

•
I received last evening your note of

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa F~, N. JJf., May 8, 1865.
GENERAL: I am anxious that some five or six of the principal chiefs of the Navajo nation of Indians, and some three or four of the principal men of the Mescalero Apache
Indians, from the nine thousand of these two peoples now upon the reservation at the
Bosque Redondo, New Mexico, should go to Washington to see and talk with the President, the Secretary of War, and the Secretary of the Interior. 'l'hey are very anxious,
themselves, to go, and I am confident that for them to see our authorities and to see our
country en route to the seat of government, will have a beneficial result. I respectfully
beg leave from the War Department to send them on under the charge of Captain Henry
B. Bristol, United States 5th infantry, who has for a long time been stationed in their
midst, has directed their labors, settled their little differences, has taken uncommon interest in their welfare and advancement, and whom they look upon with great affection
and confidence. This can be done with but a trifling expense, as they can go to Leavenworth in public wagons. I trust the honorable Secretary will be pleased to know that
they wi~h to see him and to take him by the hand. He cannot fail to have his feelings
interested in their behalf, once he has seen what intelligent and manly fellows they are.
And once they know that the heads of the government take an earnest interest in their
welfare, and are disposed to be generous to them and their people, they will return satisfied and happy.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE ARMY, Wathington, D. 0.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.
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DEPARTMENT oF NEW MExrco, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT G"ENERAii's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., June 3, 1865.
8I.R : It has been officially reporte<J- to the governor that yesterday a party of Indians,
supposed to be the band of the .Ticarilla Apache chief Jose L~trgo, attacked the herders of
M.r. Alexander Valle and Donaciano Vigil, at the Rio de la Vaca, about twelve miles from
Mr. Valle's ranch on the Pecos, but between his place and Tecalote. Two herders were
killed, their arms taken from them, also their horses and other animals. ·
The general commanding directs that you at once start out a picked party of two offi·
cers and thirty men, one-half cavalry and the remainder infantry, well armed, and with
twenty days' rations on pack animals. The officer in command will be directed to use
every effort to get on the trail of these Indians, hut before attacking them to be sure that
they are the guilty parties. Should it appear beyond a doubt that these Indians are the
ones who killed the herders and drove off the stock, they will be pursued until caught
and punished, even if the men are compelled to go upon half-rations, and if the stock and
property is retaken it will be returned to the owners.
A man from the Pecos will meet the troops at Tecalote and guide them from there to
the place where the men were killed, and Mr. Valle goes to his home in the morning and
will get up a party of citizens to co-operate with the military and act as scouts, &c.
The officer who goes in command of this party should be particularly careful in guarding his own stock and in providing against a surprise, as this Indian, Jose Largo, is per~
fectly acquainted with the country over which the troops .w ill travel, and has with him
generally about thirty warriors.
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad}utant General,
COMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Union, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V:, .A. A. .A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Tecalote, N. M., June 19, 1865.
MAJOR: I have learned by a private letter from Captain Henry B. Bristol to Captain
Cutler, dated June 16, 1865, that Ganado Blanco, Barboucito Blanco, and some ten or
twelve Navajoes, with their herds of horses and sheep, left the reservation for Chusca, ther
place of abode before coming to the Bosque. Major Fritz and Captain Fox, with forty cavi
airy, are in pursuit, and Captain Gorham, with the interpeter Jesus and a small party, are
out. Captain Bristol could not ascertain positively the number gone until be could have
another count. The Indians say that nearly all the Indians that had stock to carry
them had left. No reason is assigned for this unfortunate step except that it was sickly
there. I hope the Indians have not been incited to this step by parties opposed to the reservation system. These Indians must be recaptured or destroyed before they cross the Rio
Grande. It is unfortunate that we have not sufficient troops to do this, and we must call
upon the people for help; but we will concentrate all the troops possible. Send an order
for all the mounted men at Las Cruces, Fort Selden and Fort McRae, to march at once to
Fort Craig; for Colonel Rigg, with Samburn's company of cavalry and the company of infantry formerly commanded by Captain Haskell, to march at once to Los Pinos. Tell Colonel Rigg to say to General Montoya to raise one hundred well armed, well mounted men,
and go with Colonel Rigg or follow him as quickly as possible. All these troops will be
cautioned to take with them an abundant supply of ammunition. Unless the presence of
these Navajoes near the Rio Grande should render it otherwise necessary, Colonel Rigg will
" move immediately with this force from Los Pinos to the pass of Abo. You will send an
express to Brady to join with all his company, mounted and on foot, Colonel Rigg at that
point, or at such other point as circumstances may render it necessary for Colonel Rigg to
go. Send to Colonel Davis to send Captain Nichols with fifty of the picked and best
mounted men of his company, at once, to Fort 8tanton by the shortest route, taking the
soldiers now at the Tularosa saw-mill in to Fort Stanton, as he passes that point.
Have Captain Shinn move at once with all the effective men of his command, and
through the Cam well pass to some point east of the mountains. where he can, by means of
spies, observe the plains towards the Bosque. O:<ler Colonel buaw to send fifty mounted
men to join Captain Shinn at once by way of Los Pinos
Get Don Ambrosio Ameijo to raise one hundred picked, well mour:ted men, Americans
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and Mexicans, with Blas Lucero for guide, and to go with, or as soon as practicable join,
Captain Shinn. Get General Clever to raise one hundred men, Mexicans and Americans,
and proceed to Galisteo, or some point fifteen or twenty miles from there in the direction
of Anton Chico, where, through his spies, he can get an idea as to the whereabouts of the
Indians, with a view of attacking them or of joining Captain Shinn, or the armed party
nearest to him, as circumstances may require. I wish Colonel Brown to raise another hundred men, including the men he can get at Fort Marcy, and proceed with them to Don
Serafin Ramirez's place beyond the Placer mines, and there throw out spies toward the east
to observe the motions of the Indians, and to attack any and all parties of Navajoes of
which he can obtain information and can reach. Dr. Brown will go with Colonel Brown.
See the governor and get him to confirm all this, and get him to write to all the principal
citizens to aid in this matter at once. I hope it will be the last, as it has been the first,
time that Navajoes will attempt ¢o escape from the reservation. Do all this promptly;
if necessary, hire transportation; furnish rations from the government supplies; then
place yourself with the command of Captain Shinn, and there, in my name, give such orders for the combination and supply of these forces, the sending out of spies, the attacking
of the Navajoes, the protection of the people, and the getting such Navajoes as may be
captured back to the Bosque Redondo as in your judgment may be for the best until you
hear further from me.
Say to the governor that the hundred men that may be called ont under General Montoya Ambrosio Amijo, General Clever, and Colonel Brown, I will endeavor to get paid by
the government. Such other parties of citizens as may go out to attack these Indians
shall be rewarded with all the stock they can recover from them. It is probable that the
Indians, many of them, are embarrassed with their women and children and cannot travel
as fast as war parties. Tell the governor to send word to owners of stock to get their
stock to places of security until this matter is ended. It is likely that many of the Indians of Santa Domingo, Ysleta, San Dia, and San Felipe may desire to go, if so, au. thorh.e and urge them to do so.
Let everything be done quickly, bnt let there be nothing like a stampede. I shall go to
Fort Union to-morrow, and, having seen the congressional committee, shall go to the
Bosque as soon as possible; when, having learned more definitely about the matter, will
give you further information.
Have some spies, to be sure that the Indians do not pass down the river, with a view
of crossing the Rio Grande at some point on the Jornada. Captain Fountain, at. Paraje,
would be one good man to employ on this business.
The people of Chilili, Manzana, Toren, and Punta del Agua are well acquainted with the
country to the east of those places, and good spies can be got from among them.
I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, · Commanding.
Major WILLIAM H. LEWIS, U. S. .A.,
Santa Fe, N ..llf..
NoTE.-You will order Doctor Foye to accompany Rigg. I beg you to bear in mind that
in this matter time is precious. Colonel Rigg will be ordered to start at once, without
waiting for the troops ordered from below to arrive at Fort Craig. Give directions that no
women nor children be killed.
J. H. C.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Oapatin 1st Vet. lnj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF :N'EW MEXICO,
Fort Sumner, N. M., June 25, 1865.
MAJOR: Your letter of the 22d instant was received this evening, and I am directed by
the general commanding to say that your action, as stated therein, is approved by him.
The Navajoes who ran away from the reservation have returned, with the exception of
a small party not exceeding twenty-eight or thirty in number, as reported. Many are said
to have died from starvation and want of water, and those who could get back were glad
to do so, and it appears that all are now more contented than ever.
The general desires you to send at once, by express, and order the troops detailed from
Forts Wingate, Craig, Selden, and Las Cruces back to their respective posts. Captain
Shinn, with the troops from Albuquerque and ~·ort Stanton, will remain out until further
orders. If it happen that citizen parties ar.l in the field they should be informed that
:thP.v r.an return to their homes.
·
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It is believed by many officers here that these Navajoes have been tampered with by
men who, for political purposes, have opposed the reservation, and would be willing to see
the interests of the country suffer, provided they could advance their own~
I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. CU'ILER,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Major WILLIAM H. LEWIS, U. S. A.,
Santa Fe, N. M.

Official :

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., July 13, 1865.
MAJOR : In view of the evident shortness of the crop of breadstuffs throughout the Territory this year, I find that it will be much cheaper and much safer to diminish the amount
of breadstuff to be issued to captive Indians to three-fourths of a pound per head per diem,
and to increase the meat ration for said Indians to one pound per head per diem, from the
date when you receive this letter until further orders.
The ration of solid food in gross will, by this measure, be the same, only there will be
one-fourth of a pound more meat, and one-fourth of a pound less breadstuff to the ration.
Respectfully, &c.,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major WrLLIAl1 Mc~LEAVE,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. lnf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., July 18, 1865.
MAJOR : I have been informed by Mr. Parker that the corn worm has made its appearance at the Bosque, and this causes me great anxiety As I understand it, the butterfly
or moth, which lays the egg that produces this worm, lays that egg in the moist silk of
the growing ear. Each thread of that silk goes down to the emb!'yo kernel of corn, and
becoming impregnated by the pollen or seed, which, like dust, floats from the spindle, the
kernel comes to maturity. If I am correctly informed, once you destroy a thread of that
silk, before impregnation takes place, no kernel of corn will grow at the point where that
thread had root upon the ear. So, if to destroy the worm, which is a,.t first found at the
tip of the ear, you cut off or break the thread of silk, you prevent the growth of a corresponding number of kernels of corn. But if each ear, at its upper extremity, conld be
carefully opened and the worm removed without breaking the threads of silk, the corn
would be saved, in my opinion. So much is at stake in this matter that I wish you would
make the attempt and let me know the result. The moth that lays the egg looks like a
small butterfly; and if some plan could be had to destroy that, the evil would be attacked
at the proper place. In Kansas, it is said, that plates, with molasses in them, were placed
on posts in corn-fields, arid at these t}:te moths would come, when they could be destroyed.
It would be well to try th\s experiment in three or four places. Of course in your extended farm it would be impossible to carry it out effectually.
Every ounce of food should be carefully husbanded. F11mine literally stares the people
of the Territory in the face this year. I am devising every plan possible to get extra
amounts of hay and mesquite beans, &c., for our animals, so as to leave to the people all
they can raise. You should tell the Indians what a dreadful year it is, and how they must
save everything to eat which lies in their power, or starvation will come upon them.
Have large parties at work with those hoes. Corn, well hoed, will produce twice as much
as corn indifferently attended to.
Let me now give you notice of the importance of saving all the melon and pumpkin
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seeds possible. Make it a business of some to do thi s. A seed· room should be made now.
Have the shelves, on which the bags of seed are to be plact·d, suspended by wires from the
ceilings, that the mice may not be able to get upon th e sh elves to depre date upon the
seeds.
Very respectfully, yo.ur obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,

Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
ERA~TUS

Official:

W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa
N. M., July 20, 1865.
GE.c'<ERAL: About the 15th ultimo two of the Navajo chiefs. named Ganado Blanco and
Barboucito, with quite a large number of their followens, left the reservation at the Bosque
Redondo, and started in the direction of the old Navajo country. There came to Santa Fe
many rumors swelling the number who had escaped as high as three thousand . 'rhere was
not cavalry enough at Fort Sumner to pursue and, bring back all the reported fugitives ; and
to make it certain that all the main points along the Rio Grande should be watched and
guarded, I authorized that some citizens should be called out to help the few troops along
the river to check and drive back these Indians. You doubtless know that much of the
available force in this department was then, and is now, off on the plains endeavoring to
protect trains en route to this country from the hostile Indians in that quarter. This rendered a call for help on the citizens imperative. (See the enclosed circular.)
It so happened that many of the Indians who attempted to escape returned of thei.r own
accord to the Bosque, as they got out of provisions and suffered greatly for the want of
water. The others were both pursued and headed off, so it is doubtful if a single one was
able to cross the river. Ganado Blanco and some of his followers were killed, and much
of their stock captured. (See the accompanying reports of Major Fritz, Captain Brady,
Captain French, and of General Montoyo.) It is doubtful if another attempt will soon be
made by parties of Navajoes to escape.
Enclosed, also, is a roll of some of the citizens who abandoned their work and went into
the field. I have directed that they be named as spies and guides, that, if tbe War Department so orders, they can be paid by the quartermaster department, as the pay department can only pay legally and regularly organized companies. You will see how few days
they were employed. No price was fixed for their services. That is left with the War Department. I think these men should be paid. If paid, in case of a sudden emergency
every citizen hereafter will take the field with alacrity.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Fe,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
ADJUTANT GENERAL, U. S. A., Washington, D. G.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Guptain Ist Vet. Inf. G. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., July 24, 1865.
MAJOR : The plan adopted by you to let the quarter·master at your post have unthreshed
grain to feed his animals and to cavalry horses, and take therefor to issue as breadstuffs to
Indians grain which he has in sacks that is already cleaned up, seems to be wise and laborsaving. The accounts of these exchanges should be ri.d dly kept, so as to challenge scrutiny on the part of those who fancy wrong where all is right. The straw, which goes with
the grain thus exchangt>d, should be weighed, and, if it answer the place of hay, should be
paid for at a fair valuation, so that the Indian farm should give all the fair returns toward
the support of the Indians which may be possible.
I have sent for a bell, to be used as a signal for hours of labor and repose for the Indians.
This will weigh one thousand pounds, and cost in St. Louis two hundred and fifty dollars
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This must be paid for out of a fund accruing from sales of straw and fodder from the Indian
farm. Then there are soldiers to pay for the extra clothing worn out in their unusual
labors upon that farm, and garden-seeds, and grape-shoots, &c., to say nothing of getting
sheep and wool for tho Indians. This must come out of the proceeds of the sales of the
straw and fodder; so that I hope you will have a book opened and an account kept of all
straw or fodder sold, date of sale, price agreed upon, amount received, &c
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAME5 H CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,

Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOQD,

Captain .1st Vet. Inj. C. V., .A • .A• .A. GeneraZ.

HEADQUARTERS DEP:A.RTJ.IENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N M., July 25, 1865.

To whom it may ccmcern :
Two Navajo women-Not-li-ar-pa and Es-nart-so, or, as they are called in Spanish, Maria
and Guadalupe-came to department headquarters to-day, and in presence of his exce:llency
Governor Henry Connelly and of the superintendent of Indian affairs, Don Felipe Delgado,
said that they desired to live in the family of Don Antonio Jo6e Mora, of Oieneguilla, near
Santa Fe. This I have agreed that they may do so, as it is their wish voluntarily made.
But it is understood by all the parties that the said women, or either of them, may depart
' from said family and go where they please, without hindrance from the said Mora, or any
other person, provided they do not go to the old Navajo country, or commit crimes or misdemeanors against any person or .persons in this Territory, or within the boundaries of the
United States. Each one of the women named hereip. is furnished with a copy of this
paper, and it is recorded at department headquarters.
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, C;mmanding .
Signed in presence of. HENRY CONNELLY.
FELIPE DELGADO.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., .A • .A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., July 29, 1865.
MAJOR : Owing to the threatened scarcity of breadstuffs, and the difficulty there will
doubtless be to procure enough for the subsistence of the Indians upon the reservation, in
case their own crop fail, from and after the date of the receipt by yourself of this letter, you
will cause to be issued to each Indian upon the reservation,·per day, until further orders, half
a pound of bre!idstuffs and one and a quarter pound of meat-in all, one pound and threequarters of solid food. This can the more economically be done now, when cattle are fat;
and, besides, the Indians can eke out their meals at this season of the year with melons,
pumpkins, &c.
·
·
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

·

Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,

Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,

Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A . .A. General.

•
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., July .30, 1865.
GENERAL: I had the honor to receive your letter of the ~Oth ultimo, which gives your
view, in reference to the protection of the Santa Fe road from Indians, and gives information of expeditions which you are about starting against Indians south of the Arkansas
river.
My opinion is, while the trains are exposed . upon the plains in the summer season, our
force should be so distributed as to give them protection. When they cease to run in the
fall and winter, the Indians being then in known haunts with their families, can be more
readily attacked, and without the danger, as now, of their dodging the troops, and, while
the latter are off the road, of their pouncing upon the trains left unguarded.
From lack of troops it will be entirely out of my power to co-operate in your contemplated movements. The Indians within this Territory occupy the attention of every man
that can be spared to take the field.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Brigadier General JAMES H. FORD,
Commanding District of Ujper Arkansas, Fort Larned, Arkansas.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 2, 18l'5.
SIR: It is said that a party of Indians crossed the Rio Grande, near Stapleton's ranch, ·
doubtless, if true, going west ; and some troops were ordered, with ten days' rations, on the
21st ultimo from Fort Craig, to take the trail and follow it up.
These Indians may be Navajoes, and, H so, they will doubtless, if not before killed or
captured, go through the Rita Quemada toward the old Navajo country.
.
It is expected that they will not only not get any of your stock, but that you will have
a good account given of them. Kill or capture all Navajo men you can find in the old
Navajo country without proper passports.
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Respectfully,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
CONMANDING OFFICER, Fort Wingate, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 6, 1865.
CoLONEL: I bad the honor to receive your letter of August 2, 1865, enclosing a letter to
yourself from the Hon. J. R. Doolittle, United States Senate, chairman of the congressional
committee to inquire into Indian affairs, and also enclosing two telegraphic despat9bes from
the Secretary of War to Mr. Doolittle, with reference to holding councils with the Indians.
Mr. Doolittle's letter, and Mr. Stanton's despatches, I herewith return for your guidance
in your special mission upon the plains, made at the request of Mr. Doolittle. Your knowledge of what Mr. Doolittle desires and hopes you will be able to effect with the Indians of
the plains, which knowledge you have derived in conversation with that gentleman, precludes the necessity of special instructions from me. Indeed, in this matter, where, as I
understand it, the great ·object to be bad in view by yourself is to make preliminary arrangements, if possible, with the Comanches, Kiowas, and Cheyennes and Arapahoes, so
that hostilities on thfdr part will cease, and so that their chiefs and principal men wil~ meet
commissioners in council to make a treaty of peace. Your great kn'owledge of the Indiansyour knowledge of what is desired on the part of the government-your knowledge of the
danger to be apprehended that the Indians may believe our overtures proceed rather from
our fears of them than from a sincere desire not to make war upol). them on our part, unless
they compel us to do so-your knowledge of how to talk with them, so that they may not
suffer from any such delusion-these considerations you understand so much better than
myself, that it is unnecessary for me to give you, or attempt to give you, any instructions
in the case.
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I wish you to keep a journal of each day's march, and of each day's events, and of what
Indians you meet. Tlease report your talks with them, and all they say in reply. This
information is required for the War Department If you go by Fort Bal;lcom, you have my
authority to take Mr. DeLisle, the guide at that post, with you. He knows well the country between the Canadian and the Arkansas rivers.
Please look well to the country you pass over, wi.th an eye to the site of a large post to
be built in the place where the Kiowas and Comanches spend their winters-a ten-company
post, with six of the companies cavalry.
I enclose herewith the order for your escort, and for Adjutant TanfieJd to join you. That
you may have good luck and return in health and safety, is the earnest wish of your sincere friend,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Colonel CHRISTOPHER CARSON, Fort Union, N. Jf.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. C. V:, A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 6, 1865.
Sm : The bearer of this letter is Colonel Theodora H. Dodd, a distinguished soldier during
the late rebellion, but who, since be retired from service, bas been, as you are aware, appointed Indian agent for the Navajoes . Colonel Dodd came out to New Mexico with the
Hon. James R. Doolittle, chairman of Indian affairs 'in the Senate, and 'went to the Bm~que
Redondo to enter upon his duties. He expected to find his commission here, but be bas
not yet r~ceived it. From the 25th day of last June, the day when Colonel Dodd arrived
at the B~que Redondo, be is, a10 yourself I hope will decide, clearly entitled to pay.
We have learned, unofficially, that in the last session of Congress one hundred thousand
dol'lars were appropriated for the Navajo Indians. Not one line of official information bas
been received on the subject, so far as I can learn, and here it is in August, with the fall
and winter so near at band, when the women and children will be suffering for the want of
clothing. In order to insure that there shall be no delay either in making the purchases
of necessaty articles for the Indians, and in getting them out here before the winter sets in,
I have advised Colonel Dodd to go directly through to Washington and to see pen;onally
after these important matters, in which the health and comfort of nine thousand Indians,
entirely dependent . upon the' government for everything, are concerned. I hope you will
approve of his coming. Indeed, there was nothing else left for him to do, unless to sit down
and see the people whose wants be is in duty bound to look after perish, when the snows
come, for want of clothing.
You will find Colonel Dodd, whom I have known for some years, to be ·a fine gentleman,
and one who is conscientious to the last degree in the discharge of his official duties. He
bas fine business capacity, and I have to congratulate you in having secured his valuable
services.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Hon. CoMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, Washington, D. 0
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. Gerwral.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 9, 1865.
MAJOR: I regret exceedingly to learn that the Indians cannot be prevented either from
depredating upon the crops, or of leaving the reservation without passports. Pray urge
upon every officer and soldier an~Indian the"great importance of letting the crops ripen.
This is a year of great scarcity all over the country, and every ounce of food which can possibly be saved for winter must be saved. You should impress this matter at once upon the
minds of the Indians.
The question of saving and taking care of seeds, as heretofore ordered, now has force.
Make it a business to save all the.seeds possible. Have an Indian prisoner detailed to pick
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up, sort, and wash all loose seeds found about the post. Please have a report made at the
end of each month until November 30 next of the amount and kind of seed saved. This
year I do not wish to be disappointed in this all-important matter. Pray give it your personal attention. If every officer and soldier, and every Indian, becomes impressed with the
importance of the matter, great results will follow. I know you and Bristol will enter into
the spirit of the matter.
Again, tell the Indians I will cause to be killed every Indian I find off the reservation
without a passport. A great many have been killed in the Navajo country. The .troops
are now fast coming in from the plains, and we will be sure to catch them. Tell them this.
Make suitable forms for your returns of captive Indians and for Indian passports, and send
the forms to me, so that I can have some blanks printed for you. The..count for August 31
will be the one which will appear in the printed reports in Washingt~ Please have that
made with great care.
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Respectfully, &c.,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:
Captain 1st

Ve~.

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 15, 1865.
On the 15th of August, 1865, came to Santa Fe Miguel, the one-eyed chief of the Co
yotero Apaches. He had with him Es-ka-la-natz-ah, (in Spanish Guapo, in English Brave,)
Es-kel-tatz-ze-joms, (The Rolling,) Es-ka-cho-yer, (The Lost,) El Perdido. They wished
to go tp the Bosque to see their friends, seven women and six men, now retained there as
·prisoners. These Indians with Miguel were told of the consequences of their people re- •
maining in the Sierra Blanca. That they had better all come and go to the Bosque. It
was the only means of saving them, as the miners would come, and the troops would
come, and there would be wars until all of them would be destroyed. That by moving to
the Bosque they would be protected and be happy. They said they would go back and
tell their people what was said. I told them they might go to the Bosque and remain there
until I wrote to the commanding officer about them and their friends, now prisoners there.
It is proposed to let all the Coyoteros held as prisoners return to their country, as they
have now seen how we treat those who have surrendered. This will have an effect upon
the tribe when pressed in war, as it surely will be.
·
JAMES H. CARLEION,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Interpreted through Conception Aquierra, Coyotero interpreter.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st ·Vet. Inj. C. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DF:PARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 16, 1865.
SIR: This letter will be brought to you by Miguel, the one-eyed Coyotcro chief, whoreturned from the Bosque to his own country, starting last spring. He wants all the Coyotero men and women at the Bosque to go back to their own country with him. He says
there are six men and seven women, exclusive of himself and the three Indians now with
him. Please report if they are more or less of that number. It is my purpose to let the Indians of this tribe return, for they will all be disciples for the Bosque when the tribe is
pushed by war and hunger, as it ia sure to be, for they will murder and steal from the people, and will have to be made war upon systematically until they are subdued :wd moved
to the reservation or are destroyed. This is all simply a question of time . When that
time comes then these Indians will all be advocates for the reservation. Let me know your
views on the subject.
·
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
..
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
CoMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. C. V., A. A. A. General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJ\iENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 30, 1865.
MAJOR: I am very anxious in relation to the matter of the saving of the seeds of pumpkins, melons, cantelupe, chili, and of garden vegetables generally, at the Bosque. We
should have at least twice as much of each kind as will be required for planting another
year, to provide against the necessity .-Df replanting and for damage to some of the seeds in
drying. They should be dried in the shade. Give an order in reference to this important
mc:~.tter and see that it is strictly enforced.
Have the seed-room made.
Respectfully,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,
Commanding at Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTJ\iENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, .N. M., September 11, 1865.
To whom it may concern :
The bearer of this is a Coyotero Apache chief named Miguel in Spanish, or Es-clu\-pa in
Apache. If he desires to come to Santa Fe to talk with the chief military officer in New
Mexico, be will be permitted to come without molestation .
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A . A. General.

•

HEADQUARTERS DEPARrnENT OE NFw Mt<:xrco,
Santa Fe, N. M., September 11, 1865.
To whom it may concern :
The bearer of this is a Coyotero Apache chief named Esh-kel-a-m1-sta. If he desires to
come to Santa Fe to talk with the chief military officer in New Mexico, he will be permitted to·come without molestation.
JAMES H. CA~LETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A . A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT 01!' NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M, September 11, 1865.
SIR : The bearer of this is' Miguel, the chief of the Coyotero Apaches. He returns to
his country with some men, women and children of his tribe, nineteen in all, who are
named on the. enclosed list. These Indians know now all about the Bosque. They promise
to be frienas and not to molest the whites. They live in the White mountains south of
Zufii. Give them rations and send them on to Zulli and let them go free. Send word to
the governor of Zufii to give Miguel the three horses and equipments taken from him when
be was eaptured. The interpreter can go on with them to their country if he pleases, or
return from Zuni. Should it become necessary hereafter to make war upon these Coyotero
Apaches, knowing the Bosque reservation as all these now do, the tribe will be easily induced to remove. This was the object had in view in sending these prisoners to that point
and then returning them in this manner to their people.
•
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
CoMMANDING OFFICER, Fort Wingate, N. M.
NoTE.-Copy the enclosed and send the original back.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

236

APPENDIX.
[Extract.]
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO,

'Santa Fe, N. M., September 15, 1865.
COLONEL : . ;:;,
•:;
~~
l:!l
;)
!!$
~~
~
~~
~~
,...,
The Navajo ana Apache reservation is at Fort Sumner, and here I have seven thousand six
bun<irerl and twenty-two prisoners of those tribes which are fed by the subsistence department, and will be thus supplied with food until they can raise enough to sustain themselves. The reserve bas been made by Congress, and is forty miles square with Fort Sumner in the centre. Captain John B. Shinn, United States 3d artillery, bas been ordered by
General Grant to survey it, and he is now en route from Albuquerqne to fulfil his instructions
to this end. 'fbe care and management of this number of wild Indians and the system to
. be inaugurated and carried out which shall gradually change them from lawless savages to
a people who are to obey necessary rules for their good behavior and general tranquillity,
and show them as well the necessity of earning their bread by the labor of their hands,
will doubtless engage the attention and have the solicitude of the commander of the department. I think it would be well for him to come here and give this matter a personal
inspeotion. No written account of what bas been done or what should be done would
impress upon his mind a proper idea of the subject.
A congressional committee, consisting of Senator J. R. Doolittle, chairman, Vice-President
Foster, and Representative Ross, visited the reservation in June· of this year, but their stay
was so short and their inspection so cursory, that much remains to be considered and acted
upon which cannot be considered in their report If the commanding general would come
here and look into the matter himself he would then be able to give detailed instructions
with reference to this very important and interesting experiment of colonizing the "ild
Indians of New Mexico. If I am to remain in command here it would bel p me very much
to have the benefit of his counsel and instruction in a matter involving such immense interests and now of considerable expense to the government, and besides, would lighten not
a little the burden of responsibility of such a charge.
•:<
'~
(~
n
n
tl
It is my intention .t his fall and next winter to make war upon the Mimbres Apaches, a
small band of very bad and aggressive Indians. For this purpose a camp will be established on the Mimbres river where hay will be put up. The subsistence stores to furnish,
say, four companies to be sent on this duty, are nearly all en route to Fort Cummings, where
they will be kept in store and be drawn upon from time to time as they may be needed by
the troops in camp on the Mimbres or those scouting against the Indians from the latter
point. This is tLe only hostile operation at present determined upon. Sudden outbreaks
of Indian prisoner~ or inroads or aggressions of tribes around and in the Territory, may
necessitate other movements. But these are only contingencies ; they may not occur.
I enclose herewith a return of the troops in, and pertaining to, this district. I also enclose an order showing distances between important points in and connected with New
Mexico.
I beg to be informed fully of the wishes of the commanding general with reference to
what he de~;;ires to have done, and to say that I will endeavor to carry out all his views to
the best of my ability.
·
I am, colonel, very respectfu1ly, your obedient servant,
.
JAMES H. dARLETON I
Brigadier General, Commanding. ·
Colonel RICHARD C. DRml,
Assistant Ad:futant General, San Francisco, California.
Official:

ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inf. 0. V., A. A. A. General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., September 20, 1865.
CoLONEL : 'rhe enclosed extract of Special Orders No. 2, current series from these beadquarters, which have reference to the past field and distant service of some of the companies, and the prospective field and distant service of other companies which have been
some time in gardson, I wish you would assist in carrying into operation so 1hat no loss of
time may occur. The companies ordered now to leave Fort Union should leave at once,
because the movement of the troops against the Mimbres Indians depends on the early arrival to the places designated of those here named.
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Please do me the favor to see, by personal inspection, that they are carefuily fitted out. If
they have any unserviceable property it will not be taken alor~g. See .that their arms are
in good fighting order. In case any of them are out of repair have Captain Shoemaker exchange good ones for them. I will m11ke the matter all right when the work has been
done, whenever he wants my signature. This will save time. Give orders that each company takes bard bread enough to last fo:r its whole march. This will ease your storehouses.
There will be at least four companies operating against the Mimbres Indians while one
guards camp-five in all. They will want a reasonable amount of transportation in the
shape of wagons, for camp purposes, and pack-mules, saddles, wanties, packing-rope, lariats, paulins to cover stores for, say, a month's supply, as the main stores will be in Fort
Cummings; two good hospital tents, &c., &c., and one or two of those ambulances you
have at Union, in case there are none like them below. The ambulances should go with
Colonel .Abreii. It is likely you have all the articles needed at Fort Craig, or below there,
or at Fort Cummings. I wish to use the articles nearest• the scene of operations to save
transportation. 'l'here must be nearly or quite enough at Las Ctuces or Selden. There will
be some axes, spades, picks, blacksmith tools, &c , wanted. All this will be left to your
judgment. The supplies can be invoiced and sent at once to acting assistant quartermaster,
Camp Mimbres.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier· General, Commanding.
Colonel HERBERT M. ENos, U. S . .A.,
Chief Q·uartermaster, Fort Union, N. M.
ERASTUS W. WOOD,
Captain lst Vet. lnf. G. V., A. A. A. General.

Official:

SPECIAL ORpERS ISSUED DURING THE YEARS 1862, 1863, 1864:, AND 1865, RELATING TO INDIANS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXlCO.
[Special Orders No. 176.-Extract.]
DEPARTMENT

OF

NEW MEXICO, ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. 111., September 27, 1862.

III. Fort Stanton, on the Bonito river, in the country of the Mescalero Apaches, will
without delay be reoccupied by five companies of Colonel Christopher Carson's regiment
of New Mexico volunteers.
(Z
~~
~
(Z
(I
~•
~~
Colonel
Carson will receive written instructions as to the particular duties expected of his command
while serving in the Mescalero country. The world-wide reputation of Colonel Carson as
a partisan gives a good guaranty that anything that may be required of him, which brjngs
into practical operation the peculiar skill and high courage for which he is justly celebrated, will be well done.
By command of _Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. C. CUTLER,
First Lieutenant C. V, A. A. A. General.
Official:

BEN. C. CUTLER,
AssU.lant Ad;iutant General.

[Special Orders No. 180.-Extract.]
DEPARTMENT oF NEW MExiCo, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., October 7, 1862,
,,,

!;)

~

~)

u

"'

~)

(:;

~-

~-

<:o

V. A board of officers, to consist of Captain Henry R. Selden, United States 5th infantry,
Assistant Surgeon Joseph C. Bailey, medical department United States army, and First
Lieutenant .Allen L. Anderson, 5th United States infantry, acting as lieutenant of engi-

238

APPENDIX.

neers, will proceed to the Navajo country, and, near the headwaters of the Gallo, select
the exact site on which Fort Wingate should be established.
By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. C. OUTLER,
First Lieutenant C. V:, A. A. A. Gmeral.
BEN. C. OUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.

Official:

[Special Orders No. 186.-Extract]
DEPARTliHJNT oF NEw MEXrco, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., October 19, 1862.
o
~
~
o
n
n
~
~
o
~
;:=
. II. Li~utenant Colonel Edwin A. Rigg will proceed to Franklin, Texas, and carefully
fit out for field service against the Mescalero Apaches company E, 1st infantry and
company D, 1st cavalry California volunteers, and twenty spies and guides. Colonel
West will give Lieutenant Colonel Rigg detailed instructions as to what this force is to
do, and all other information necessary to have it completely prepared for the service
it has to perform.
t~

'•'

~

~

~

l:;;

;)

By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. C. OUTLER,
Captain and A. A. General.
Official:

BEN. C. OUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant Gener.al.

[Special Orders No. 193.-Extract.]
DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Fort Union, N.· M., November 4, 1862.
I. A board 0f officers, to consist of Lieutenant Colonel Dodd, :ld Colorado volunteers,
Surgeon James M. McNulty, 1st infantry California volunteers, and First Lieutenant
Cyrus H. De Forrest, 2d Colorado volunteers, will convene at Bosque Redondo, on the
Pecos river, New Mexico, on the 15th' of November, 1862, or as soon thereafter as practicable, and proceed to select the exact site for Fort Sumner, the new post recently ordered
to be established . Lieutenant De Forrest will prepare a map_ of the site and its surroundings. The map will embrace the valley of the Bosque Redondo from the bluffs at its upper
termina~ion to ~.point e!f"hteen ~iles ?e~ow the ~luffs. ~
~
~)
~~
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Official:

BEN. C. OUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.

[Special Orders No. 6.-Extract.]
DEPA~TMENT OF NEw MEXICO, AsstSTANT ADjtJTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Port Craig, N M., January 21, 1863.

Lieutenant Colonel Edwin A. Rigg 1st infantry ('alifornia volunteers, will organize an
expedition of one hundred and twenty-five infantry and cavalry California ~olunteers, to
punish the Gila and Mimbres Apaches, parties of whom flre almost daily committing depredations upon the people along the Rio Grande, in the vicinity of Fort Craig. This
expedition will move with wagons on the morning of the 22d instant, in a westerly
direction from that post to a post known as El Tularoso, where a depot will be formed, to
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be guarded by an officer and twenty-five rank and file. From this depot the remaining one
hundred men, with pack-mules for transportation, will operate against the Apaches named
above, who inhabit the mountain region about the headwaters of the Mimbres and Gila
rivers. The troops are to remain in the field for thirty days.
~)

~

(.;

~

~

~,,

~

t~

'tP

~

~

JAMES H. CARLETON,

Brigadier General, Commanding.
BEN. C. CUTLER,

Official:

Assistant Adjutant General.

[Special Orders No. 40.-Extract.]
DEPARTMENT oF NEw M"ExiCo, .AssisrANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 17, 1863.
I. First Lieutenan,t Erastus W. -Wood, with one non-commissioned officer and four
mounted men from the general's escort, and four non-commissioned officers and thirtyone privates from Company A; lst infantry California volunteers, will proceed with all
practicable despatch to a locality forty miles from Santa ]'e, known as .t he Valles, and
there, and in that vicinity, lie in wait for thirty days, to kill every Navajo or Apache
Indian who attempts to go through that noted thoroughfare. No women and children
will be harmed: these will be captured .
. 0

W

0

~

0

G

~

By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. C. CUTLER,

Assistant Ad}utant General.
BEN. C. CUTLER,

Official:

Assistant Adjutant General.

(Special Orders No. 43.-Extract.] ·
DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO, ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., September 4, 1863:
t.i

~~

,~

a

o

:'"

;)

~::

~i

;:)

t.:i

V. Second Lieutenant Thomas Holmes, of the first New Mexico volunteers, with a
detachment of men from Fort Wingate, will proceed to Fort Sumner, New Mexico, via
Fort Union, in charge of fifty-one Navajo Indian prisoners. These prisoners will be
carefully guarded and properly cared for in all respects while on the way. When they
have arrived at Fort Sumner, the comma,nding officer of that post wilt be held responsible that they ar0 retained there, and are fed and cared for in all respects as the Apache
Indians are whom he has in charge.
..

;;:;

;::;

;;~

(~

;j

;)

By command of Brigadier General Carleton :
BEN. C. CUTLER,

Assistant Adjutant General.
Official:

BEN. C. CUTLER,

Assistant Adjutant General.

[Special Oruers No. 5.-Extract.]
DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico, AssrsTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M. , Ftbruary 23, 1864.
t~

~::

~:l

:'~

~~

;:;

()

~;i

;:)

~~

tl

IV. Company E, 1st infantry California volunteers, now at Fort Craig, New Mexico,
will, without delay, take post at Los Pinos. As soon as it arrives at that station, company
E, 5th United States infantry, will be prepared to escort from Los Pinos the next party
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of Navajo Indians which are sent from thence to Fort Sumner after that date. This
company will form a part of the garrison of Fort Sumner.
~
!
a
a
o
o
By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN C. CUTLER,
Assistant AdJutant General.
ft

Official:.

BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant AdJutant General.

[Special Orders No. 8.-Extract]
DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExrco, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,

Santa Fe, N. M., JJfarch 14:, 1864:.
I. Colonel James L. Collins, late the superintendent of Indian affairs for New Mexico,
will proceed from Santa Fe to Washington city, D. C., as bearer of important despatches to
the War Department, having reference to the immediate support, settlement, and prospective care and maintenance of the more thau five thousand Navajo prisoners, who
have been captured, or who }lave voluntarily surrendered to the military within this department within the last four months. Colonel Collins will receive written instructions
as to the particular. points to which he is to call the attention of the authorities in Washington with regard to this grave matter, now become so vitfl,l to the Indians, and filled with
such mighty issues to the people of the Territory. The chief quartermaster will provide
Colonel Collins with funds for the necessary transportation of himself to Washington city
and back to Santa Fe.
o

o

a

o

v

o

o

0

By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant AdJutant General.

Offieial:

[Special Orders No. 12.-Extract.]
DEPARTMENT oF NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,

Santa Fe, N. .M., April 11, 1864:.
o
o
o
a
~
;:)
~:~
o
VI. Captain William H. Bell, commiSSfl,ry of subsistence United States army, will
without delay transfer all subsistence stores, property, funds, and records which pertain to
the subsistence depot at Fort Union, New Mexico, to Lieutenant Benjamin Taylor, jr.,
United States 5th infantry, and will then take post at Santa Fe, New Mexico, where, until
further orders, he will be charged with the especial duty of providing subsistence for all
Navajo and Apache Indians who may now be at the reservation at the Bosque Redondo,
or who are, or may be, en route to that point from the country where they are taken,
or voluntarily give themselves up.
~

~

~l

~~

~:$

~

~~

Q

(j:

0

0

(';

0

~~

By command of Brigadier General Carleton :
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant AdJutrx.nt General.

Official:

[Special Orders No. 30.-Extract.]
DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExiCo, AssiSTANT .ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,

Santa

a

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Fe,

N. .M., A1tgust 8, 1864:.
D

D

•

III. Second Lieutena~t William R. Savage, 1st cavalry California volunteers, will
proceed to Fort Sumner with the Arizona Apache Indian prisoners now under his charge,
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and deliver them to the commander of that post, when Lieutenant Savage, with his party
and means of tram;portation, will return to Santa Fe. The commander at Fort Sumner
will enter upon his report of Indian captives all Arizona Apaches in a separate line.
By command of Brigadier General Carleton :
BEN. 0. CUTLER,
As~istant Adjutant General.
BEN. 0. ClJTLRR,
As.'istant Adjutant General.

Official:

[Special Orders No. 32.-Extract.]
DErARTliENT OF NEw MExiCo, AssiSTANT ADJUTAI<;T GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. JJI. , August 20, 1864.
0
~
G
G
G
C
0
ft
G
0
a
V. Immediately upon having relinquished the command of the 5th United States in
fantry,, Major Updegraff, with company A of that regiment, will proceed with all practicable despatch to Fort Unjon, New Mexico, 1vhere he will be joined by fifty rank and file of
company K, 1st cavalry California volunteers, under the captain of that company, when
he will proceed to the Lower Cimarron springs, on tl!e road to ~1:issonri, to give protection to trains now en route to and from the States. Major Updegraff 's command will take
sixty days' rations of subsisteuce from Fort lJnion. The chief quartermaster will provide
the necessary transportation.
By command of Brigadier General Carleton :
BEN. 0. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Official:

BEN. 0. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.

[Special Orders No. 34.-Extract.]
DEPAJ:l.T1IENT oF NEw liEl::ICo, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., August 28, 1864.
II. All of the effective men of Captain Louis Felsenthal's company 0, of the first infantry, New Uexico volunteers, will proceed with all practicable despatch to Gray's ranch,
on the Purgatory river, or to some other more eligible point near that place, and will furnish escorts to the United States mail from Gray's ranch to Fort Lyon and back, and from
Gray's ranch to Mr. l\Iaxwell's, on the Little Cimarron and back. The company will be on
this duty sixty days, and will be provided with subsistence for that period, and with one
hundred and fifty rounds of ammunition per marL
The chief quartermaster will furnish the necessary transportation, and make provision for
suitable transportation for the escorts and for forage. The chief commissary will give orders
for such fresh meat as may be needed by the troops who are thus detached.
~
~:$
~::
;'J
v
~;
~~
~:::
~::
~)
~
By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. 0. OUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adj"utant General.

Official:

[Special Orders

~o.

34:.-Extract.]

DEPARTliiENT OF NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe,N. .Jti.,August 28,1864.
I. Captain Reuben A. Bill, with all the effective men of his company K, first infantry,
N ew Mexico volunteers, will march with all practicable dsepatch to Fort Lyon, district of
Colorado, and there report for duty for sixty days from date of arrival at that post.

16
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This movement is considered necessary to render all possible help against the Indians of
the plains, who are now oJ..lenly hostile to passing trains, as well as to the United States
mails. The company will be provided at Fort Union depot with one hundred and fifty
rounds of ammunition per man, and with subsistence to Fort Lyon, Colorado Tenitory.
The chief quartermaster will furnish the necessary transportation.
~:::

~:::

~:~

~:::

;;::

.;:::

t,;:

:.,~

;;;

;;

~::~

By comm and of Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assi~ tan. t Adjutant Ger. eral .
BEN . f'. CUTL ER,
A8sistant Adjutant General.

Offi cial:

[Special Orders No. 37 .- Ex tract j
DEPARTMENT oF NEw MEx iCo, AssiSTANT An.TUTANT GENERAL' s OFFICE,
Santa
N. M., September 19, 1864.
I. Brigadier General :M:. :M. Crocker, United States volunteers, will take post at Fort
Sumner, New Mexico, where, in addition to commanding the troops, General Crocker will
have the care aud supervbion of the eight thousand captive Iadiaus now upon the reservation at the Bosque Redondo, and of all other captive Indians who may come to be located
at that point. The general will cause the lands at once to be fairly allotted to the different
baads and families of Indians;':' the acequias to be enlarged and new ones dug; the fields
to be cleared and ploughed and gotten ready for planting ; the sites to be chosen for the
villagE)s of the different bands on elevated lands which are not irrigable, but along which
an acequia can be constructed that will keep up a continuous supply of water.
'fhe general will also see that no rations of food are issu·ed to Indians who have food on
hand, which they themselves have raised, until the latter food be exhausted, and that the
utmost economy be exercised in all matters pertaining to the subsistence and the support of
the Indians; and he will see that patience, kindness, moderation, justice, and firmne ss t-e
exercised toward them until they have gradually become accustomed to th e restraints and
requirements to which they must be subjected and observe in their transition from a nomadic to an agricultural mode of life, and from a savage to a civilized state of existen ce.

Fe,

t,;

;-:;

~::;.

(;

G

~:::

t:

V

~f

0

;:;

By command of Brig adier General Carletcm:
BEN. C. CUTLER,
A ssistant Adjutant General.
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.

Official:

*This could not b e done, and cannot b e don e, until survey s are made.
teri or on this subject.

See letter to Secretary of the InJ. H. C.

[Special Orders No. 41.-Extract.]
DEPARTMENT

NEw MExiCo, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa
N. Jl.f., October 26, 1864:.
?."if
~
:•t.
n
~
~
o
~;
;;
u
~
V. It is reported that there is at Mora and Las Vegas, New Mexico, something like on e
hundred and forty thousand pounds of flour and shorts, which the exigencies of seryice 1 e·
quire should be bought at once in open market as subsistence for Navajo Indians.
The chief commissary will proceed to those places and make the purchase, if the articl es
can be bought at all for anything like a fair price.
By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. C. CUTLER,
A ssistant Adjutant General.
Official:

OF

Fe,

BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assi.~tant Ady"utant Gemral.
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DEPARTMENT oF NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Sant,l Fe, 1V: llf, February 8, 1865.
To the people :

Owing to Indian difficulties upon the roads leading from New Mexico to the States, a
wmpany of troops will leave Fort Union, New Mex ico, for Fort Larned, Kansas, on the
first and fifteenth of every month, until further orders, commencing on the first day of
March, 1~65. The first company will go by the Raton mountain route, the second by the
Cimarron route, and so on, alternately. The merchants and others who wish to Eend trains
in after goods can assemble their trains at such points near Fort Union as may be desired
by them, so as to have the protection of these periodical escorts, if such be their wish.
Arrangements will be made with Major General Curtis, commanding the department of
Kansas, so as to send these companies back from Fort Larned at such times as may bet<t
promote the interests and safety of all who may have trains upon the road coming in this
direction.
By command of General Oarlnton:
BEN. C. OUTLER,
Assistant A djulant General.

BEN. C. OUTLER,

Official:

Assistant Adjutant Genera.

[Special Orders No. 6.-Extract.]
DEPARTMENT

OF

NEw MEXICO, .AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. .M. , February 16, 18 6 5.

VIII. Second Lieutenant John .Ayers, first cavalry New Mexico volunteers, is hereby detailed to proceed with a delegation of four Navajo chiefs, who are to proceed to the old ,
Navajo country to give warning to tho:::e of that tribe who have not surrendered, that they
must now come in. Lieutenant. Ayers will have four good cavalry soldiers furnished from
the commanding general's escort, and will take a tent and rations for his men, as well as
for these chiefs. When Lieutenant Ayers arriYes at Fort Wingate, he will receive further
orders. 'l'he chief quartermaster will cause the necessary transportation to be furnished.
t.:~

'

~:::

;:::

;:~

;:)

~;

~::

t:

::;:

;:~

;~

By command of Brigadier Genemi Carleton:
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant AdJutant General.

Official:

BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant AdJutant Gmc1·al.

[:Special Orders No. 8.-Extract

J

DEPARTMENT OF NEw MExico, .AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GFNERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Pe, N.lf., March 11, 1865.
IX. In compliance with Special Orders No. 477, series for 1864, from the headquarters
of the army, Brigadier General Marcellus M. Crocker, United States volunteers, is relieved
from further duty in the department of New Mexico, and will proceed without delay and
report in person to the general commanding the army of the Cumberland for assignment
to duty.
The general c0mmanding the department of New Mexico takes this occasion to express
his warmest thanks for the efficient and judicious manner in whith General Crocker has
conducted the affairs pertaining to the important post of Fort Sumner, and to the reservation at the Bosque Redondo with its nine thousand captive Indians-a duty which required
an exerc:i!fe of great judgment, moderation, firmness, and forecast, and a duty which has
been performed in such a manner as not only to give the utmost satisfaction to those connected professionally with the military affa.irs of that post and of tlie department, but to
win the affectionate regard of the Indiaqs themseh'es, who are there receiving their first
impressions of civilization, and their first lessons il). the art, literally, of earning their brea~l
by the sweat of their brow. Genera! Crocker carries with him to the new field of duty to
which he has been called, the earnest wishes on the part of the comrctdes he leaves behind,
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not only that he will be soon restored to health, but have an opportunity to add renewed
lustre to his already brilliant reputation as a soldier.
':

~

t.::

~f

0

~
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~:;

:."·~

~

~

By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad}utant General.
Official:

BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad}utant General.

[Special Orders No. 10.-Extract.]
DEPART~IENT

OF NEw MExrco, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT G8NERAL's OFFICE,
Santa
N. JJI., JJiarch 24, 1865.
I. N. H. Davis, a>sistant inspector general, United States army, will proceed hence a8
soon as practicable, after first completing r~ports of inspections on which he is now engaged,
to Fort McRae and Roblero, New Mexico, and select a site at or near each of these points,
for a military post there to be established.
<::'
~•
;::,
;;:~
<::;
~'
II. Having completed this duty, he will proceed via Las Cruces and Fort Cummings to
Pinos Altos, New Mexico, and make arrangement3 for having an interview with the principal men of t'he Mangas Colorado band of Apache Indians, with the object of advising this
band to remove in peace to the Indian reservation at the Bosque Redondo. 8pecial verbal
instructions will be given him from these headquarters.
III. The commissary at L'1s Cruces will furnish subsistence storea for issue to the::;e Inrlians, at the council, should it be thought advi~able to give them any.
0
~
~:::
~:~
~
~:::
c
;:~
;;;
0
~
By command cf Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. C. CUTLER,
A~sistant Adjutant General.

Fe,

Official:

BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad}ulant General.

[Special Orders No. 13.-Extract.]
DEPARTMENT

OF

NEw MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAJ)s 0F'FICE,
Santa IN, N. JYI., April 15, 1865.

V. A board of officers, to consist of Major William McCleave, first cavalry California volunteers, Captain Henry B. Bristol, United States army, Captain William L. Rynerson, United States volunteers, Captain Emil Fritz, first cavalry California volunteers, and Captain
Laurence G. Murphy, first cavalry New Mexico volunteers, will assemble at Fort Sumner,
New Mexico, at 10 o'clock, a.m., on Wednesday, the 26th of April, 1865, or as soon there·
after as practicable, to consider and report upon the subject of the better organization of
the Navajo tribe of Indians, to the end that more easy control can be had of their labor,
and that the fruits of that labor may best conduce to their permanent support. The board
will take great pains so to effect the purpose for which it is organized, as to present a clear
and practical plan of organization, &c., which may be definitely understood in all its details
by the War Department, to which the report of the board will be submitted.
v
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~
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By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad}utant General.
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad}utant General.

Official:

DEPAitTJ\mN·r

OF

NEw ThiF;xrco, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's O}'FICE,
Santa
N. M., May 4, 1865.

Fe,

To the people:
.After the 15th instant, no mort>. companies can be spared from Fort Union to escort trains
until some of those now absent on th is duty return, when due noticd will be given of the
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time of departur~ of the next company. It is well for the people to know that Colonel
Carson will establish, at or near Cedar bluffa or Cold springs, a camp of three companies for
the summer, so as to afford all possible protection to trains passing that dangerous neighborhood on the Cimarron route. These troops will leave Fort Union on the 20th instant.
By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
BE~. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.

Official:

BE~.

C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.

[Special Orders No. 15.--,-Extract.]
DEPARnfENT

OF

NEw MExrco, AssrsTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
· S'lnta Fe, N. JJI., May 7, 1865.

IV. Colonel Christopher Carson, with Major Albert H. Pfeiffer and companies C and L of
his regiment and company F, first cavalry California volunteers, will proceed from Fort
Union, New Mexico, starting on the 20th instant, to Cedar bluff.; or Cold spring, on the Cimarron route to the States, where, at or near one of these places, Colonel Carson will select
and estahlhh a camp to be occupied until the first day of November next, unless otherwise
ordered from these headquarters. The object of establishing this camp is to have troops
at that dangerous part of the route, in order to give protection to trains passing to and
from the States. The details as to how this force can best effect that object are left entirely with Colonel Carson.
;;;

~:;

;:~

By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assi~tant

Official:

BE~.

Adjutant General.

C. CUTLER,
Assitlant Adjutant General.

[General Orders No. 15.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT
Santa

Fe,

OF

NEW

MEXICO,

N. J1f., June 15, 1863.

I. For a long time past the Navajo Indians have murdered and robbed the people of
New Mexico. Last winter, when eighteen of their chief:; came to Santa Fe to have a talk,
they were warned, and were told to inform their people that, for these murders and robberies, the tribe must be punished, unless some binding guarantees should be given that
in future these outrages should ceaRe. No 8uch guarantees have yet been given; but, on
the contrary, additional murders and additional robberies have been perpetrated upon the
persons and property of our unoffending citizens. It is therefore ordered that Colonel
Christopher Carson, with a proper military force, proceed without delay to a point in the
Navajo country known as Pueblo Colorado, and there establish a defensible depot for his
supplies and hospital, and thence to prosecute a vigorous wat· upon the men of this tribe
until it is considered, at these headquarters, that they have been effectually punished for
their long-continued atrocities.
'
The following comprises the force alluded to above :
Field and staff.

Colonel Christopher Carson, 1st New Mexico volunteers, commanding.
Captain A. B. Carey, United States army, chief quartermaster.
First Lieutenant Richard S. Barrett, 1st infantry Califoruirt volunteers, chief commissary.
First Lieutenant Lawrence G. Murphy, anjutant, 1st New Mexico volunteers.
Major J oseph Cummings, 1st New Mexico volunteers.
Major Arthur Morrison, 1st New Mexico volunteers.
Surgeon Allen F. Peck, 1st New Mexico Yolunteers.
Rev. Damaso Talaclrid, chaplain 1st New Mexico volunteers.
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Comp.1nies K, L, and M will proceed from Fort Union, New Mexico, to Los Pinos, New
Mexico, t:tarting the day after the military commission adjourns which has been 01dered
to assemble at J:i'ort Union.
Cumpanie:; A, H, and G h1.ve heretofore been ord ereJ to rendezvous at L1s Pinos.
Companies Band C, now at Fort Wingate, will be in r~acliness to move at a day's notice.
Colonel Carson will req•1ira, and recaive, two mountain howitzers on prairie carriages,
with an adequate supply of ammunition, &c., to be used in defence of his depot at Pueblo
Colorado.
These troops will march from Los Pinos for the Navajo country on Wednesday, July 1,

1863.
The chiefil of the quarterm<tster, subsistence, medical, and ordnance departments will
furnish, on Colonel Carson's requisition, such spies and guides, m e~ms of transportation,
intrenching tooL;, quartermaster property, clothing, camp and garrison equipage, subsistence stores, hospital st:lres, m edicines, arms, and ammuniti rm as may be neces~ary to equip
and provide completely for his command to insure to it the cardinal requirements of health,
food, mobility, and power.
II. The post of Fort Wing;tte, at the headwaters of the Gr.llo, in the Navajo country,
will be garrisoned, until further o rd er.;;, by the following troopE :
Fteld and staff.
Lieutenant Colonel J. Franci;;co Chave>, 1st New J-Iex ico voluntee rs.
Major Edw trd B. Willis, 1st infantry California volunteers.
Assistant Surgeon J. H. Shout, 1st New Mexico volunteers.
First Lieutenant Benj!l.min Stevens, regimentill quartermaster, 1st New Mexico volunteers.
First Lieutenant Archibald ~fcKwhr.m, regimental commi3sary of subsistence, 1st New
Mexico volunteers.
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These troops are likewi:;e to operate against the Navajo Indians, and will alternate in
their scouts, so as to have at least two companies in the field all the time.
III. A bo trd of officers, to consist of Colonel Christopher Carson, 1st New Mexico volunteers ; Major Henry D . Wallen, United States army, actin; inspector general; Surgeon
James M. Mc~ulty, United States volunteers, medical inspector; Brevet Captain Allen L.
Anderson, United States army, acting engineer officer; and Captain Btmjamin C. Cutler,
assistant arljutant general United States volunteers, will proceed with Colonel Carson's
command to the locality known as Pueblo Colorado, in the Navajo country, and select and
marrl: out, at or as near that place as practicable, the exact site for a military post, to be
garrisoned by four companies of cavalry and four companies of infantry.
A map of the surrounding country will accJmpany the rep :)l't of the board, as well as a
ground-plan of the post, an estimate of it.;; cost, and its m eas ured distance from the Rio
Grande.
The geographical position of the post will be fixed instrumentally.
Unless otherwise ordered by competent authority, this new post will be known as Fort
Canby, in honor of Brigadier General E. R. S. c ,mby,"United States army, the recent commander of the department of New Mexico
By command of Brigadier General Carleton. :
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ady'utant Gmeral.

[General Orders No. 3.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Sani,a Fe, N. JJf., February 24:, 1864:.
The following notices of combats with hostile Ic.dians in New Mexico, and synopsis of
Indian depredation::<, as well as operations generally against them, during the year 1863,
are published for the information of all concerned. Perhaps not over one scout in four,
which was made against the Indians during that period, was at all successful; but no notice is made except of scouts which had results for or against us. This fact _.is stated to
convey a better idea of the labor of the troops:
.Ttmuary 4:.-Colonel Carson, commanding Fort Stanton, reports arrival of two Mescalero
Indians, who stated that, in six days, one hundred Mescalero Indians would deliver themselves up at Fort Stanton ; that this number comprised all the Mescaleros not already at
Bosque Hedondo.
·
January 9.-Captain UpdPgraff, commanding Fort Sumner, reports that two men of the
picket stationed at Bosq ne Grande left the picket contrary to orders, to hunt, and that one
of them, Private Samuel Strunk, company M, lst New Mexico volunteers, was killed by
Indians; that the ntJmber of Indians then at Bo3que Redondo was 248.
January 17.-Colonel Carson reports the arrival at Fort Stanton of one hundred Mescaleros mentioned in his communication of the 4th inf'ltant, under the following named
chiefs: Ojo Blanco, .Janero Viejo, Janero Pablo, Janero Francisco, Jose L'l Paz, Mancos
Son, Schat-hi.
J imuary 17.-Captain E. D. Shirland, 1st cavalry California volunteers, brought Mangus
Coloraio, au Ap:tche chief, into Fort McLean . a prisoner. On the morning of the 18th, in
attempting to escape, Mangus was killed by the guard.
January 20.-Captain Shirland came upon an Indian rancheria, surprised and defeated
the Indians, killing nine and wounding many more, and capturing from thetu thirty-four
head of stock, a portion of which were government mules. The rancheria and all that
pertained to it was destroyed.
January 19.-Captain William l\1c0leave, 1st cavalry California volunteers, reports that,
in obedience to orders, he shrtecl from Fort McLean and proceeded to the Pinos Altos
mines; arriving at the latter place, a party of Man_!:!:Ufl Colorario' s band of Apaches approached ; the men were ordered to attack them, which was done ; eleven Indians were
killed and one wounded; the latter proved tEl be the wife of the chief, Mangus Colorado.
Three horses we1 e captured, but, being in poor condition, the people at the mines were
permitted to keep them. Eleven Indians killed, o~e wounded, and three horses captured.
January 29.-0n the 29th January the Indians attacked two hunting parties of company A, 5th infantry California volunteers, at Pinos Altos mines, killed private Hussey
and wounded Sergeant Sitton. The Indians were driven off with a los,; of 20 killed and
15 wounded. Sergeant Sitton behaved gallantly in thitl affair.
Ji'ebruary 16.-L. M. Vaca reports that 4,000 she'-'p were stolen from the neighborhood
of Limit:n· by Navnjoes, and reports that the Navajoes stole 2,000 sheep which he recaptured at the Sierras o~curas, (Black Hills,) killing three and wounding several Indians, and
capturiog all their saddles, provisions, &c.
·
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Ftbrua1'y 25.-Jose L Perea reports that a band of 40 Navajoes attacked and drove off
6,000 sheep 25 miles south of Pope's artesian well.
March 4.-L. M. Vaca reports that since February 26, 310 head of horses and cattle have
been stolen by Indians from the neighborhood of Limirar .
.lrlarch 5.-Major Morrison reports departure of Indians mentioned in Colonel Carson's
communication of January 17, 1862, from Fort Stanton to Bosque Redondo; also the de·
parture of 15 additional Indians who had given themselves up.
J'riarch 12.-Indians captured near Sabinal 2,300 head of sheep; were followed by l\Iexicans, who recaptured them on the Jornada on the night of the 12th or 13th.
March -.-A band of 40 Indians pursued two expressmen going from Fort Stan ton to Fort
Union. These Indians had a large herd of sheep. Captain .Abreii, commanding Fort
Stanton, sent Lieutenant McAllister and thirty men, with ten days' rations, to the l:;ierras
Oscuras, to intercept them. The expedition failed to recover the stock.
March 22.-0n the afternoon of March 22 the Gila .Apaches made a de~cent upon the
public herd which was grazing near Fort West, and succeeded in running off some 60
head of horses. Indians numbered - . At 8 o'clock p. m. the gallant Major William
McCleave, 1st cavalry California volunteers, started in pursuit, with a command consisting
of Lieutenants French and Latimer, lst cavalry California volunteers, 40 men of company
A, 25 men of company B, and 14 men of company C, 1st cavalry California volunteers.
Major McCleave followed trail of Indians in a westerly course about seventy miles, and
down the Gila five miles, then across a divide to Rio Negro, where he arrived at 9 a. m.
on the 26th, and then moved up the stream a short distance; signs at this point indicated
the close proximity of Indians and a rancberia. During twilight command moved up the
stream two miles and made camp. Thirty men were mounted on only serviceable animals
left, under Lieutenant Latimer, and 30 rlismounted, under Major McUleave, started in
search of rancheria, leaving remainder of command, with Lieutenant French, in charge of
'broken-down animals, pack-animals, provisions, &c. Leaving the camp at 8 o'clock p. m.,
the command ascended a mountain on west side of stream and travelled about twelve
miles without meeting with any success; here command rested from 1 o'clock of the 27th
until dawn of day, it mining all the time. When light enough to see, Major McCleave
discovered, from an elevated position, trees, which indicated presence of water, and a
horse grazing in neighborhood also indicated that the rancheria was near by. Lieutenant
Latimer was ordered ahead with his command ; discovered rancheria and gallantly charged
upon it. Part of the dismounted men immediately commenced gathering in and guarding
the horses, to prevent the escape of the Indians, while the others were skirmishing and
fighting on the bluffs. .The fight lasted for twenty minutes, and resulted in the complete
routing of the Indians, the capture of all our own h(Jrses that could be found, and many
Indian horses; the killing of twenty-five Indians, and the complete destruction of the
rancheria, provisions, and all they possessed. Private Hall, of company B, 1st cavalry
Califomia volunteers, was wounded in this fight. The command then returned to camp,
and soon after noon started on return trip by a route supposed more direct than the one by
which the Indians were followed from the fort. Tbis route led up a canon from sides of
which the Indians attacked rear guard of command, wounding Lieutenant French, killing
two horses and wounding one. As soon as the attack was made, the soldiers ascended the
perpendicular walls of the canon by climbing one over the otber. This was done amidst
showers of arrows. .As soon as they reached the top the Indians fled in e\·ery direction.
The superiority of the Californians over the Apaches, at their own style of fighting, was
shown in the case of Corporal Ellis, of company A, who crawled unseen to a rock, behind
which was an Indian, and giving a short cough the Indin.n raised his head to discover its.
cause, when a bullet from Ellis's rifle dashed through his brain. The Indians lost in this
~ttack three killed.
On the 30th, provisions giving out, a sergeant and five men were sent to the fort for a
supply. Until their return the party subsisted on horse·flesh.
On the 4th of April the command reached fort. On 5th, Private Hall died from the
wounds received in the fight
Indian loss, twenty-eight killed ; troops, one.
March 24-.-M::ljor Morrison, with Captain Pfeiffer's company New Mexico volunteers, en
route from Fort Stanton to Fort McRae, at San Nicolas spring came upon a wounued Mexican, who stated he belonged to a train belonging to Martin Lujan, of Socorro, Texas; that
the train bad been attacked by Indians and nearly all the party killed, be being wounded
in three places and left for dead. Major Morrison, with Lieutenant Bargie and 18 men of
the company, went in pursuit, came to the !'alt marshes at daybreak of the 25th, found ten
wago!ls stripped of everything portable, and, .within a circuit of three miles, seven dead
bodies of Mexicans, which they buried. They then followed the trail of the Indians towards the Sacramento mountains, then towards the Sierra Blanca until noon, when they
met a party of Mexicans, from Tularosa, in ·pursuit of the s'lme Indians; tbey had been
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informed of the massacre by another wounded Mexican, who bad escaped. The Indians
had at thi; time twt3nty hours' start and were bidden in the recesses of the Sierra Blanca.
Major Morrison returned to San Nicolas spring, arriving there on the evening of the 25th,
having travelled J 50 miles. Lieutenant Bargie's conduct is spoken of as deserving of
praise. Estimated number of Indians, 45 in .a ll, 20 of whom were warriors ; arrows indicate they were Apaches ; seven Mexicans killed and 70 head of cattle stolen .
.April 25 . -Captain Benjamin F. Hanover, 5th infantry California volunteers, reports.
that he attacked, at Apache pass , a band of Apache Indi~tns, numbering about two hundred, thirty of them mounted and several of them armed with guns At the first fire the
I ndians fell back, but kept up the fight for nearly two hours. In this affair Private Wilcox, of company E, 5th infantry California volunteers, was wounded. Indian loss, three
killed, - wound.e d; troops , one private wounded.
May -.-Major Joseph Smith, commanding Fort Stanton, reports that a party of Indians.
made a descent on the farmers of Ruidoso and killed a man named Harding, robbed his
house, and drove off ten or twelve head of stock.
lfay 1 -Ce~ario Duran, a citizen, reports that a party, under his command, had a hard
fight with the Apaehes in the San Andreas nwuntains, and succeeded in killing and woundi ng many Indians; the party lost two men killed ; the party recovered several animals
and captured seven horses.
Jlay 8.-Lieutenant Colonel J. 1<". Chaves, 1st New Mexico volunteers, reports that an
Indian named Gordo was seized and turned over to Lieutenant B. Stevens on the morning·
of 11th instant. The Indian unbound himself and attempted to escape; the sentinel in
charge shot :md killed him.
May lG.-On the night of the 15th the Navajoes stole from Jemez six head of horses.
.May -.-Charles T. Hayden, citizen, reports that the Indians attacked his train near the
line of Chihuahua; they were defeated, with a loss of eleven killed, including the renowned Copinggan. Three horses were captured in this fight.
Jfay -.-Captain T. T. Tidball, 5th infantry California volunteers, with 25 men of his
company and a small party of citizens, attacked a ranchcria in Cajon de Arivaypa, killing
over 50 Indians, wounding as many more, taking 10 prisoners, and capturing 60 head of
stock, with the loss of only one man-Thomas McClelland. The party marched five days
without lighting a fire, maintaining silence, hiding by day and travelling by night, over a
' country hitherto untrod by white men.
June -.-Major Joseph Smith, commanding Fort Stanton, reports that the Indians attacked the expressmen on the 21 t of June. near the Galinas, and compP-lled them to abandon their mules and express matter and take to the mountains. The mules and exprrss.
lost.
June 24.-Major Morrison reports an attack on Lieutenant Bargie and escort on the Jornada, in which Lieutenant Rugie, while fighting gallantly, was killed. The conduct of
Sergeants Pefia and Ulisari, and the two prisoners they had in charge, is highly praised.
June ~6 -M£~jor Morrison reports further, in regard to the fight on the Jornada, that
Ptivate Lucero, l st New l\lexico volunteers, was killed.
June 20.-Captain A. H. Pfeiffer, wiftl, and two servant girls, with escort of six men of
the 1st New Mexico volunteers, were attacked by a party of Apache Indians, numbering
15 or 20, at a hot spring near Fort l\1cRae. The captain was bathing at the time, when
the Indians made a rush upon the par ty, ldlling two men, Privates Nestor Quintana and
Mestas. Captain Pfeiffer was wounded in his side by an arrow, and Private Dolores re-ceived two shots in his r~gbt arm and band. A citizen named Betts, who was with Cap-tain Pfeiffer, was also wounded. The remainder of party, except the women, succeeded
in reaching Fort McRae unharmed, and reported facts to Major Morrison, commanding post.
He immediately stuted in pursuit, with 20 mounted m en, but did not succeed in over-taking the Indians. ~irs. Pfeiffer and the servant girls were fuund in the trail, badly
wounded. Mrs. Pfeiffer and une of the servants have since died; the other doing well.
Loss in this affttir, two privates killed; two women mortally wounded; one officer, one private, one woman, and a citizen wounded; seven horses and two mules taken by the lndians. Indian loss unknown.
June 27 .-Major Joseph Smith, commanding Fort Stanton, reports the loss of part of his
herd of horses and mules, stolen by Indians. An infantry company sent in punmit.
June 28.-Lieutenant W. H . Hi;;don, 5th infantry California volunteers, reports that
on his way from Fmt Stanton to Santa Fe, near Gallinas "Pring,, he found the bodies of
Privates Nicolas Quintana, of company A, 1st New Mexico volunteers, and John Hinckley,
of company A, 5th California volnnteers, who had been murdered by the Indians . The
Indians bad evidently wounded Private Quintana, tied him to a stake and burned him.
Some legal-tender notes and several letters were found near the body of Hinckley.
July 2.-Lieutenant Colonel Chaves reports that Captain Rafael Chacon, 1st New Mexico volunteers, with 22 men, was sent in pursuit of a band of Indians who had stolen some

250

APPENDIX.

horses and oxen from Fort Wingate. The oxen were recaptured near the post: the troops
followed the trail of the Indians for three days, and finally overtook thtm, when a sharp
fight ensued. The Indians fought with great bravery, !.Jut were finally driven from their
<:over and fled. The conduct of Sergeant Antonio Jose Tresquez in this afftit· is highly
spoken of by Captain Chacon. Indian loss unknown. Troops, one private wounded.
July 4.-Captain N. J. Pishon reports th':tt, with 27 men of his comp u:y, D, 1st cava1ry
California volunteers, he pursued a pa.rty of eight Indians, who had driven off 104 government mules from Fort Craig, overtook them a few miles from the post, and killed four
Indians and recovered all the mules. Ca,ptain Jul eg L . Barb ey, who accompanied the
command, was shot through the wrist by an arrow. Privates Jackson and Rmcroft were
also slightly wounded.
,
July 12.-Captain A. H. French, 1st cavalry C.ctlifornia volunte ers, with twenty-seven
men of his company, attacked and routed, near Fort Thorne, a band of Apa.che Indians,
-supposed to number sixty wilrriors. Indian loss, ten killed and four horses captured.
Ser~eant ·walsh aud Farrier Burns were wounded.
July 11.-Sergeant E W. Hoyt, of company D, 1st infantry California volunte ers, with
three men of company Band three men of company D, 1st infantry California volunteers,
having in charge four wagons en 1·oute to Las Cruces, was attwked by Indians in Cook's
pass and forced to abandon three wagons and ninete en mules, and had four men slightly
wounded. Four Indians are known to have been killed and a number wound ed. Sergeant Hoyt acted with the greatest coolness in this aff.:~.ir.
July 19.-Lieutenant Juan Marques, 1st New Mexico volnnteeri', while returning from
Horse Head crossing of the Pecos, with 15 men of company A, 1st New Mexico volunteers, was attacked at tbe Rio Honda by abo11t 50 Indians, while in camp at that point.
The Indians gained possession of the camp, but were finally driven across the river, carrying with them their wounded. They soon after recrossed the river and charged on the
herd, but were again driven back with loss. In this charge, Private Jose Chaves was
killed. For several hom·,; the fight was continued. The Indian force rapidly increased,
and at last numbered some 200. The ammunition gave out and the soldiers were ordered
to break their rifles and make their escape, which they did.
Lieutenant Marquez reports the conduct of the following named men as worthy of mention : Corporals Brigaloa· and Jose G. Gonzales, and Privates Santiago Torres, G. Romero,
Antonio Archuleta, Jose D. Tresquez, and Jesus Lopez. All the public animals (including
10 mules) were lo~t in this affair. Indian loss, six killed.
July 22 .-Uaptain F. P. Abreu, 1st New Mexico volunteers, and Captain Emil Fritz, 1st
cavalry California volunteers, with a detachment of New Mexico and California volunte ers,
left Fort Stanton for the Rio Pecos to overtake and chastise the Indians who had attacked
Lieutenant Marques.
After following the Indians for forty-five miles, Captain Fritz came upon their camp and
captured two horses, six mules, and all the plunder of the camp ; the Indians m ade their
escape.
July 30.-Lieutenant W. H. Higdon raports t'(lai on the 30th of July, en 1·oute from Fort
Union to Fort Stanton, he saw about seventy-five Indians driving a large herd of sheep,
judged to number twenty thousand. Believing his party too small to attack so large a band
of Indians, they were allowed to pass unmolested.
July 24: .-Lieutenant John Lambert, 5th in.f antry California volunteers, reports that the
Indians attacked a detachment under hi> command in Cook's cafion; at the first fire Sergeant Hance, of company H, 5th infantry, was wounded in his shoulder and hand ; soon
after Private Queen, of company F, was mortally wounded. Two wagons were abandoned
to the Indians, alw twelve mules. Private Q11een died before the fight ended.
Jub; 19.-Lieutenant Colonell\Ic\1ullen's ambulance was attacke:l by Indians near Paraje and Assistant Surgeon E. S. Watson, lst infantry California volunteers, and Private
Johnson, company G, 1st infantry California volunteers, wme killed. The escort killed
two Indians and wounded others. Colonel Mc'liullen's hor.;;e was captured by the Indians.
Our loss, one commbsioncd officer and one private killed ; one horse · lost. Indian loss,
three killed and-- wounded.
Augwt 4 -Lieutenant B Stev<>ns, 1st New Mexico volunteers, rep orts that when returning from Cuvero to Fort Wingate, he came upon a party of Nav-3.lo Indians, seven men and
two boys, took them prisoners and placed them in the gu'ird-houoe at Fort ·w ingate.
August 6.-M. Steck, superintendent of Indian affairs, reports that a portion of the Utahs,
Mohuaches and Tabahuaches had killed nine Kavajoes and c-tptured twenty-two horses.
Augu~t 6 -Capti:l.in E. ·H. Bergma,nn reports that a p <
uty of company I, 1st New Mexico
volunteers, in charge of a herd of beef cattle, were attacl,ed by a body of Navajoes on the
22d Jt1ly, near Conchas springs. The party consisted of Sergeant Jose Lucero and Privates
Juan F. Ortiz and Jose Banneras, who fought the Indians from 11 a. . m . until after sundown, killing and wounding several of them. The Indians SllCCeeded in killing Sergeant
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Lucero and PriYate Ortiz. Private Banneras being severely wounded by eighi; arrow-shots,
gittherecl up the muskets and pi~tols of hi8 dead comrades and threw them into the f:prings.
'fl.Je Indians fracttned his skull with rocks and left him for dead, but he recovered towards
morning and made his way to Chaparita. The Indians drove oft" the cattle; (number not
stated )
C<:tptain Bergmann learning that the Indians had driven off ten thousand sheep, mounted
thirty men and endeavored to intercept them at the crossing of the Pecos. Corporal Martinez carne close to their rear and succeeded in killing two and wounding several.
The corporal destroyed their camp utensil:> and c::tptured three beeves.
Augwt 11.-J\.1. Steck, superintendent of Indian affairs, reports that the Utabs have
during the last ten days killed thirty Navajoes, and captured and brought in sixty
children of both sexes, and captured thirty horses and two thousand sheep. On the
11th instant four Utabs came in with three scalps and six captives . Total, thir!y-three
killed, sixty-six captured, and thirty horses and two thousand sheep taken.
Aug!1st 19.-Colonel Christophe r Carson reports that he left camp near Calion Bonita,
August 5, 1863, on a scout for thirty days. On the nrst day out sent Sergeant Romero
with fifte en men after two Indians seen in the vicinity; he captured one of their ht rse;;
the Indians made th eir f scape. On the night of the 4th instant Captain Pfeiffer captured
eleven ·w omen an<l children, besides a woman and child, the !01·mer of whom was killed
in attempting to escape, and the l1tter accidentally. Captain Pfeiffer's party also captured
two other children, one hundred sheep and goats, and one horEe. The Utes captun:d in
the same vicinity eighteen horFe:s and two mules, and killed one Indian. Captain Pfeiffer
wounded an Indian, but he escaped. On the 16th, a party who were sent for some packsaddles brought in one Indian woman. At this camp the brave Major Cummings, 1st New
Mexico volunteers, was shot through the abdomen by a concealed Inuian, and died instantly. One of the parties sent out from this camp captured an Indian woman. Total
Indians killed, three; captured, fifteen ; wounded, one; twenty bon;es, two mules, and
one hundred sheep and goats captured. Troops, one commissioned officer killed.
August 19.-Captain Henry A. Greene, 1st infantry California volunteers, having received information that a party of Indians wilh a large herd of sheep bad crossed the
Hio Grande en the morning of the 8th instant, mounted twenty men and st:nted in pursuit, and after following their trail for nearly two hundred miles, came upon them and
opened fire. The Indians fled, and the command recovered sixteen hundred to eighteen
hundred sheep, and drove them to Fort Craig.
August 24.-Uaptain W. Craig reports that a party of sixteen Indians attacked his herders, near Fort Union, and drove off eighteen government mules.
Augwt 27.-Captain V. Drescher, 1st infantry California volunteers, reports the horses
and mules at Fort West were stampeded by Indians; animals not rec:overed-Indians
not pursued. Twenty-six mules and one horse lost.
August 29.-Captain Henry A. Greene, 1st infantry California volnnteers, reportR that
the Indians atlacked the mail stage on the J ornada near the Point of Rocks, and captured
seven mules. As sool'l as the information was received fifteen mounted men were Eent in
pursuit, and nine men detailed to escort the stage through. The mounted party, 0n coming in view of the Rio Grande, saw three Indians on the bank; the balance of the band
were back in the brush ; the three Indians were fired upon; one of them fell, but recovered again. A part of the command under Lieutenant Fountain charged across the river;
the Indians ran and concealed themselves. The party then dismounted and commenced
to r;kirmish through the bushes. While on thi:; duty Private George Dickey was mortally
wounded by the only shot fired by the Indians during the aff,dr. Dickey saw an Indian
jump into the river, and shot him ; the Indian turned after being shot and gave Dicl,ey
the wound which caused his death. Indian loss, one killed, three wounded. Our loss,
one private killed.
August -.-Colonel Christopher Carson with his command left Pueblo Colorado on the
20th day of August for Calion de Chelly with the main force, secreting twenty· five men
under Captain Pfeiffer in the canon to watch for Indians. Soon after, two Indians were
seen approaching the calion, and were fir ed upon, and although badly wounded succeeded
in getting away. On the same day the advlmce guard pursued and killed an Indian.
On the 31st the command returned to Fort Canby.
Indian loss, one killed, two
wonnded .
August 27.-1\vo Navajo India.n priwners attempted to escape from the guarCI-house at
Fort Defiance; one was killed by the guard and the other mortally wounded.
August 31.-Lieutenant Colonel Chaves, commanding Fort \Vingate, reports that a large
party of Navajoes attacked the escort to the wood wagons about five miles from the pnst,
wounding Private Luciano Paia and driving off twelve mules. The Iodians were pursued,
but not overtaken. Our loss, one man wounded; twelve mules t .tken.
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Augwt 23.-Captain R Chctcon, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunt,eers, left Fort Wingate
with forty enlisted men on a scout after I ndians.
On the 27th, when near the salt
lakes, tbe party espied a band of Navajoes, and succeeded in killing two and capturing
eight. On the same day one of the Indians in attempting to escape was killed by the
soldier who had him in charge. On the 28th the party attacked 150 Indians, who fl ed in
all directions ; the party here captured seven children, and recovered a captive Mexican
boy, named Agapeto Apodaca; killed three Indians, and captured fifteen hundred head of
sheep and goats, seventeen head of horses, mules, burros and colts. On tbis seouL there
"·ere six Indians killed, fourteen captured, one Mexican boy rescued ; fifteen hundred head
of sLeep, seventeen h orses, mules, burros, and colts captured.
August 27.-Capto,in T. T . Tidball, 5th infantry California volunteer.;;, commanding Fort
Bowie, reports that the Apache Indian~> ran off six horses and one mule from that post .
Septembe1· 8 -Captain Joseph P. Hargrave, lst infantry California volunteers, r eports
that he left Fort Wingate on the 22d of At1gust, on an ~xpedition again st the Navajoes.
On the 26th August saw forty Indians on the Little Colorado; charged on them, but they
fled lJefore the troops got within gunshot of them. At this place captured five hundred head
of Rheep. On the 30th August the mules belonging to command (number unknown) were
driven off by the Indians. A party of mounted m en were sent in pursuit, but fail ed to
overtake them.
September 5.-M. Steck, superintendent of Indian a fl:',drs, reports that a party of Utahs
have killed nine Navajoes and captured forty children, and that tbe Pueblo Indians h ave
killed a Navajo warrior, and that the governor of Jemez had killed one Navajo. Indian
loss, 11 killed, 40 captured.
S tptember 5. ·-Captain J. H. Whitlock, 5th infantry California volunteers, reports that
he found an Indian camp, surprised it, and captured two mules, one Sharp's carbine, one
United States blanket, and one thousand pounds of mescal; burned the camp, including
all that pertained to it. On the 8th of Septem l.Jer found Indians in force and had a spirited
fight with them for fifteen miuutes. One man and the guide severely wounded, and one
horse killed. Indian lo;;s unknown. Our loss, one soldier and one citizen wounded, and
one horse killed.
September 8.-The Indians made a:n attack on Puertecito de las Salinas. Three Mexicans who went in pursuit of them were killed.
Septemiler 26 .-Captain Henry A. Greene, the indefatigable, commanding Fort McRae,
learning that a band of Indians with ten head of stock had crossed the Rio Grande near
the Rio de los Alimosos, and that Corporal Argust with three men had gone in pursuit,
immediately mounted eight men and started for the town of Alimosa ; arrivin g at this
point, eighteen mounted Mexicans joined his party. The whole party then travelled to
Caiiada Palomas crossing. At this point the stock was found, having been abandoned by
the Indians
Corporal Argust, and Privates Daniel D. Tompkins, Alonzo C. Mullen, and William
Lockhart, are highly praised by Captain Greene for their 7.eal a.nd energy on this occasion.
September 27 .-Lieutenant P. A. J. Russell, 1st infantry California volunteers, with four
mounted men and a pmty of Pueblo Indians, strnted from Va lles Grande on the trail of a
band of Navajoes who bacl stolen a lot of stock from the Pueblos. The trail was followed
into the town of Jemez, where the party recaptured one hunJred and twenty five head of
sheep and two horses. Killed eight Navajoes and took twen ty women and children prisoners .
September 28.-Baltasar Montano, citizen, reports the result of a campaign against the
Navajoes, as follows: 'l'wo Inclians killed, five wounded, el even or twelve animals captured. Two horses and one mule lost.
October 5.-Colonel Carson reports that on the 22d of September his command pursued a
party of Indians, but, owing to the broken-down condition of his animals, they only suc.
ceeded in capturing one. On the 2d day of October discovered a small Indian village
which had just lJeen abandoned; this was destroyed, nineteen animals captured, seven of
which got away. Three men left camp to hunt up the animals which had escaped ; they did
not return until after the command had returned to Fort Canby ; they state that they were
attacked by a party of Indians when within five miles of the post, one of whom th ey killed.
One of the men, named Artin, was severely woundeu and the Indians captured his mule.
On the 3d day of October Lieutenant P ostle discovered an Indian, pursued him and
wounded him in three places; the lieutenant was slightly wounded by the Indian. Indian loss, one killed, one wounded, and one captured, twelve animals captured. Our loss,
one officer and one private wounded and one mule lost.
October 5.-Ramon Luna, agent. fur the Pueblo Indians, reports that the Pueblos in arecent campaign against the Navajoes killed twenty-two of them, captured fifty-one prisoners, one thousand two hundred slleep and forty mules; some of the mules had the U. S.
brand.
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October 6.-Major Edward B. Willis, 1st infa.ntry California volunteers, left Fort Wingate on the 15th day of September on an expedition against the Indians, with forty men
each of company H, 1st infantry California volunteers, and company F, 1st New Mexko
volunteers. At the Gieno,ga Amarilla the command captured one horse and one mule ; at
Jacob's Well found a fevv Indians.and captured two of them. At this point found and destroyed several fields of pumpkins and watermelons. The command then returnecl to
Fort Wingate. Major Willis in his report s1ys: " I cannot s.pcak in too high terms of
the officers and men of this command ; no men could be more anxious to do their duty or
more cheerfully incur the hardships of a campaign ; after a march of twenty-five or thirty
miles, the whole command would cheerfully voluntee r and march the whole night on the
slightest prospect of doing any service." Two Indians, one horse, and one mule cn.ptured.
O,tober 13.-Two wagons which haci. been sent about a mile from Fort Canby for wood,
in charge of a non-commissioned officer and five men, were attacked by the Indians; the
escort and te~tmsters ran at the first fire. leaving the wagons and teams in possession of
the Indians ; ten mules were lost, two mule.3 and the wagons were left. One of the soldiers, in his hurry to escape, left his musket at the wagons; the Indians carried it off.
Octo&er 15.-The train of Miguel Romero, hay contr::-. ctor, was attacked by Indians while
on its way from hay camp to Fort Canby ; the non-commissioned officer in charge of the
escort was wounded and one t eamster severely wounded. The Indians drove off five mul~s
and one pony .
October 16.-Lieutenant Thomas Henderson, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, reports
that while en route from Fort Stanton to Santa Fe he met three Indians with a l,)t of mules,
near the Buffalo spring. The Indians, on being discovered, abandoned nineteen mules and
escaped.
October 18.-Lieutenant Dowlin, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, reports that a partr
under his command kilied two Indians near the Laguna Negra.
October 22.-Captain Raf1:1.el Chacon, with his company, pursued a band of Indians who
had run off stock near Fort Wingate, and captured from them two mules and two horse;;.
October 25.-Lieutenant Charles H. Fitch, on an Indian scout, captured two horses and
one mule.
October 21.-Lieutenant Nicholas Hodt, 1st New Mexico volunteers, with forty men, left
Fort Canby, October 21, on a scout against the Indians. On the 22d saw a party of Indians who succeeded in escaping to the mountains; near Cafia.cla Colorado the command
captured one woman.
October 31.-Lieutenant E. Latimer, 1st cavalry California volunteers, left Fort Union
with a detachment of nine men for Fort Sumner, having in charge twenty-one Indian pri~
oners. On the night of November 4, while enc<1mped at the mouth of Gallina river, sixteen of the Indians succeeded in making their escape. They were pursued but not recaptured.
November 9.-A party of Mexicans passed through Fort Wingate on the 1st instant in
pursuit of Indians. At the Sierra Negra the party had a fight with a band of Navajoes;
killed five and took sixteen prisone,-s, About two leagues from Sierra the paT~Y had another fight with the Indians; killed two and took two prisoners. At the Siena de Chusca
had a skirmish with the Indians and captured twenty-four prisoners, twenty horses and
mules, and twenty-five sheep and goats At Carriso springs the party came upon a bavd of
Indilns numbering from two to three hundred, with several thousand head of stock; the
captain of the party, being fearful of losing his prisoners, allowed this band to pass unmolested. Indian loss-killed, seven; prisoners, forty-two; twenty horses and mules and
twenty-five sheep and goats captured.
November 4.-Captain A. L. Anderson reports that while in camp on the Gila river near
the Pinal mountains;, the Indians crept to within range of his picket Jint3 and discharged
several volleys of arrows at the anim<1ls, sentinels, and the men sleeping near. Four horses
were so badly wounded that it became necessary to kill them. A squad of men was left
concealed in the camp, and after the column had marched they succeeded in killing ene of
a party of Indians who approached them. Indian loss, one killed ; our loss, four horses
killed .
November 5.-Captain Henry A. Greene, commanding Fort McRae, reports that a band of
Indians croosed the Rio Grande near the Rio Plumas, with several hundred sheep, on the
4th of November. As soon as the information was received at Fort McRae, Captain
Greene mounted seven men and started for the point it was reported the Indians had
crossed; arriving there he found that the men at the Vidette station had already started
in pursuit. Captain Greene took up the trail, and on the 5th instant overt.ook the men
from the station . After travelling with them one hundred and fifty miles, Captain Greene
returned to Fort :M:cRae, leaving 8ergeant Rhodes and Corporal Argust to follow the trail
On the 12th November Sergeant Rhodes returned and reported that he overtook the Indians about two hundred and twenty-five miles from the Rio Gtande, and after a t'harp
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skirmish routed them and recovered one hund1ed and seventy sheep. Private Atkinson
was wounded by an arrow in this affair. The sergeant and the men who were with him
are Lighly commended by Captain Greene . Indian loss, one killed and four wounded.
Captain Greene states that the Indbms conld not have crossed the river with the ~beep,
within two miles of Lieutenant Whittemore's camp, had that officer used proper vigilance.
Our loss, one private wounded.
November 5.-Lieutenant Nicholas Hodt, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, left Fort
Canby October 27 on a scout after Indians. Result of this scout, four government mules
worn out and shot.
November -.--E. Montoya, Brigadier General New Mexico militia, reports that Captain
Tafolla overtook a pilrty of Indians near the Sierra del Datil and took from them twentysix bead of cattle, four lmrros, and three horses.
November -.-E. Montoya reports that his party attacked a band of Indians at the
"Three Brothers," and recovered forty-two head of cattle-no Indians killed.
November 15.--Colonel Carson with his command left Fort Canby for the country west
of the 01ibi villages, for the purpose of chastising the Navajo Indians inhabiting that
region. On the 16th a detachment, under Sergeant Andres Herrera, overtook a small party
of Inans, two of whom were killed and two wounded; fifty sheep and one horse were captured ; Colonel Carson speaks in high terms of the zeal and energy displayed by Sergeant
Herrera.
On the 25th the command captured one boy and seven horses and destroyed an encampment; on the t;ame day captured one woman and one child, and about five hundred head
of sheep and goats, seventy horses, and destroyed an Indian villa~e. On the 3d of December surprised an Indian encampment, capturing one horse and four oxen. The Indians escaped. Indian loss, two killed, two wounded, three captured ; 550 sheep and
goats, nine horses, and four oxen captured.
November 27.-Roman A. Baca. reports that he left Cebolleta with a party of one hundred
and sixteen mounted Mexicans and travelled in a northwesterly direction for six days ;
when about fifty miles from Chusca, on the sixth day out, tile party encountered about
two hundred Indians; killed six, and took three prisoners, who are now in the custody of
Lieutenant Stevens ; the party also captured three Indian ponies.
Novembtr 30.-L. M. Baca, judge of probate, reports that on the night of the 27th November, three miles from La Joya, the people at that place captured from sixty-one Navajoes 1,907 head of sheep.
November 30.-Lieutenant J. Laughlin, while en route from Fort Wingate to Los Pinos, on
the night of November 30 surprised a party of six or seven Indians at the Rio Pnerco;
tile Indians fled, leaving seventy head of c::tttle, which were taken to Los Pinos and turned
over to the owner.
On the 4th of November ten head of cattle belonging to the command at Valles Grande
were driven off by the Indians.
On the 9th day of November JoEe Ignacio Valencia, in charge of a herd of sheep, had a
fight with the Indians at Caiioncitas of the Conchas. One Indian was killed.
December 1.-Captttin Henry A. Greene, lst infantry California volunteers, roceiving information that a band of Indians had crossed the Jornada with tw:::> hundred sheep, took
seven men of his company and started on their trail. The party overtook the sheep on
the summit of the Sierra Caballo, on the east side of the Rio Grande. The sheep were
taken to Fort McRae.
December 16.-Major Henry D. Wallen, United States 7th infantry, commanding Fort
Sumner, reports that on the morning of the 16th instan't Mr. Labadie and Rev. Mr. Fialon
reported to him that a large number of Indians with an immense herd of sheep were at
the Carretas; the officers and men of company D, 5th, and company C, 7th infantry,
were awakened and prepared to take the' field with two days' rations ; a lieutenant with
eight mounted men of company B, 2d cavalry California volunteers, was also got in readiness; Mr. Labadie, Mr. Fialon, and thirty Apache Indians also started in pursuit. The
pa!'ty left the post at 5~ a. m. for the Carretas ; the mounted men and Indian agent, with
the Indians, outstripped the party on foot and took up the Navajo trail on the west bank
of the Pecos river. At thhty-fivc mile111 northwest from Fort Sumner they overtook the
Navajoes, in number about one hundred and thirty, te.n mounted, and twenty armed with
rifle:>. A severe contest ensued, fn which the Navajoes lost twelve killed and left on the
field, and a number killed and wounded who were carried off; one prisoner taken, all
the sheep recovered, amounting to five thousand two hundred and fifty-nine, thirteen
burros, four rifles, one horse, their provisions, blankets, one hundred and fifty pairs of
moccasins, and nearly all the effects taken from l\1r. Labadie's train.
Major Wallen calls the attention of the general commanding to the gallant conduct of
Mr. Labadie, Privates Loser and O;;ier of company B, 2d cavalry California volunteers, Ojo
Blanco and Cadetta, the chiefs of Apaches, Alazan, an Apache, who was badly wounded.
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and t he Apach es generally, -..vho rendered signal service. Lieutenant Newbold with three
men pursued the flying Navaj oe s three miles beyond the ~ce n e of action, but o.wing t(}
the exhausted condition of hi s animals was obliged to desist from further pursmt.
The Navajoes, just before reaching the Pecos, were alarm ed by some pistol shots dischat ged from a wagon train, and abandoned four thou sa~d six ~mnu red and thirty she~p,
which were secured by the Mexicans attached to the tram. Lieutenant McDermott w1lh
ten mounted men and six Apaches were sent to collect the h erd and bring it to the post.
Before reaching the camp, Alazan, th e Apach e named above, died.
December 16.-Thirty.five Navajo Indians were s ent to Fort Sumner this day; this party
<Yave th emselves up at Fort \Viugate as prisoners of war.
0
De~tmber 20 - F irst Lieuten ant D Montoya, 1st cavalry New Mexico voiunteers, in accordance with instructions received from Colonel Carson, left Fort Canby in pursuit of a
pftrty of Navajo Indians. On the second day out marched thr? u gh a heavy sn~w-s~01:m
On the third day came upon an Indian encampment, attacked 1t, and su cceeded m k1llmg
one Indian and capturing thirteen wom e n and children, besides a lot of Navajo blankets,
moccasins, &c.
Near the Pueblo Colorado the command pursued two Indians, (man and woman,) and
wounded the Indian and captured the woman.
Lieutenant Montoya recommends to the notice of the colonel commanding the good conduct and soldierly bearing of First Lieutenant C. M. Hubbell, and First tlergeant Antonio
Mora, of company C 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, who were severely wounded in
the last affair. Corporal Marcos, of company C, was particularly conspicuous on this scout ;
he was also wounded. Sergeant Jose Ortiz was also very active in pursuing and engaging
the Indians.
December 7.-Lieut enant Benjamin F. Stevens reports that he saw three Mexicans near
Cebolleta, having three Indian captives in their possession ; the whole party were taken
prisoners by him. The Mexicans soon after made their escape. The captives were sent
to Fort Sumner.
Decembu 22.-Capti:lin John Thompson, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, l eft Fort
Canby with one hundred men on a scout after Indians. On the 26th, at Mesa la Baca,
sent out Sergeant Romero with thirty men, who came upon a party of Indians; killed one,
and captured twelve. On the same day a party under Sergeant Dor::ette discovered two
Indians ; wounded one, and captured the other. Inclian loss, one killed, thirteen captives,
and one wounded.
On the 6th of December the Navajoes ran off some cows from the Pueblo Santa Ana ;
the Indians of the Pueblo went in pursuit, recovered their stock, and killed two N avajoes .
On the 11th of December Jose Ma . Martin with a party of Mexicans went in pursuit of
Navajoes who harl been stealing stock; the stock was recovered and two Indians killed.
On the 28th December the people of San Miguel and Pueblo overtook and surprised a
party of Indians, and recovered a lot of cattle, and took the arms of the Indians.
The zeal and energy shown by the officers and soldiers, and the fortitude with which
they have encountered hunger, thirst, fatigue and exposure, in their pursuit of hostile
Indians within this department during the past year, are deserving of the highest admiration. Not less is this due to those parties who were so unfortunate as not to overtake the
Indians than to thofe who came up with them. All toilad and suffered alike. The gatlantry which every one has shown when ~here was an. opportunity to close with the enemy,
proves that that virtue among the troops in New Mexico is common to all.
The alacrity with which citizens of New Mexico have taken the field to pursue and encounter the Indians is worthy of all praise. Many of them have been conspicuous for
their courage, and all have shown a settled determination to aBsist the military in tbair
efforts to rid the country of the fierce and brutal robbers and murderers who for nearly two
centuries have brought poverty to its inhabitants, and mourning and desolation to nearly
every hearth throughout the Territory.
Tbe department commander congratulates the troops and the people on the auspicious
opening of the year 1864. For one hundred and eighty years the Navajo Indians have
ravaged New Mexico, but it is confidently expected that the year 1864 will witness the
end of hostilities with that tribe. Then New Mexico will t ake a stride towards that great
prosperity which has lain within her grasp, but which hitherto she has not been permitted
to enjoy.
By command of Brigadier General Carleton :
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assi~tant Adjutant General.
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January ................................................................... 248 ........ 1 ... .
Do-... . . . ........... __ .................. _... _...... _ ... _ ... __ .. _ ........ 100 _... _..... _.... .
Do- ............ __ ....................... _.................. _ . . . . 20 15 ....... _ ... _ 1
1
Do...... . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 1 ...................... ..
Do.... . . . ....... _. . . 34 ................ _.......... _ ........ _. . . 9 ... __ . . . . • . . . . . . ......•
Do- . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 .... _............... _... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
1 ........... _ ... _ ... .
February .......... _... . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 000 _....... _.......... _ ....................... _ ....... .
Do ...... 2,000 ................ 2,000 ........................ 3 ...................... ..

Ma~c~ : : ~~: :::: :: :: : : :: : :: : : : : : : ::: .. ~~ ~~~ _ : : : : : : :: 3io- :::: :::: ::: · :::: :::: :::: :: :: ::: : :::: ::::

Do ...................................................................... 15 ............... .
Do ...... 2,300 ................ 2,300 .................................................. ..
Do...................................................... 7 .... 28 .... .... .... 1
1 .. ..
April . - - - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 _.. _ 1 . . . . 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
l
May ....................................................... 2 ........................ ---- ... .
Do .............................................. 12 ...................................... ..
Do .............. 7 ............................................ ! ....................... .
Do ...................................... 6 ..........................................•.....
Do .............. 3 ............................................ ll ...................... ..
Do ...................... 60 ............................ 1 .... 50 50 10 .............. ..
June-- ........................................ 2 ............ ____ ............ 1 .......... ..
Do .................................................................................. 1 ... .
Do- .. - ................. _ ...... _. . . . . . . . . 7
2 ... _ . . . . 2
2 _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
2
1
Do .................................................................................. 2 ... .
.July ....................................................................................... • 1
Do ..... - ............ 104 _................... 104 ............ _. . . 4 ... _ .... _. . . 1 ... _ 2
Do ..... - . . . . . . . . 4 ........................... _ ........ _. . . . . . . 10 _.. _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2
Do .......................................... 19 ................ 4 .... .... .... .... ....
4
Do .......................................... 10 ____ .... .... .... 6 .... .... .... .... 1 .. ..
Do .................. ____ ................ 1 .................... 2 ........ 1 .... l ... .
Do .............. 2
6 ........................................................ .'......... ..
Do .......................................... 12 ........................ 9 ........ 1
1
August .............. _. __ ......... _ ........ _......... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 ...... __ ... _ ........... .
Do .............. 22 .... ____ ........................ ____ ........ 2 ....................... .

g~:::::: "2,"~gg' -~g· ::~: ::~: :::: :~~:~~~: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: :::: -~~- ::~: -~~- ::~: :::: ::~: :::~
~~:::::: .. ~~ ~~~. :: : : ·is- :: :: :: : : :::::: :: ::: : :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :: :::: :::: :::: :: :: :::: :::: :::: :: ::

Do ...................................... 1 26 ................ 1
3 ............ 1 .. ..
Do ............... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 . ___ ... _ . _. _ ... _ 1
2 .. __ .. ______ .. __ ... .
Do.............................................................. 1
1 .... .... .... ....
1
Do .......................................... 12 ........................................... .
Do ...... 1,500 17 ............................................ 6 .... 14 .............. ..
Do ...................................... 6
1 ............................... ---- ....... .
September .
500 ........... _ ....................................... - .... - . - - - .... - - .. - -- -- -Do .............................................................. 11 .... 40 .............. ..
Do......................................................................................
1
Do.......................................................... 1 ........................... .
Do-..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 _... _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 ............................... .
Do. . . . . .
125
2 ................................... _ . . . . . . . . 8 . . . . 20 ... _ ....... _ ... _
Do .............................................................. 2
5 .... .... .... ....
1
October............................................................ 1
1
1
1 ...... ..
Do ...... 1,200 .... 40 ........................................ 22 .... 51 .............. ..
Do .............. 1
1 ................................................ 2 .............. ..
Do.--. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1
Do.............. 1
5 .................................................................. .
Do ... 16 ............. 19 .................................... 1 ........................... .
Do .............................................. ____ ............ 2 .....•..................
Do .............. 2
2 ........................................ ···· ··•· ···· ···· ···· ···· ···Do .............. 2
1 ...................................... , ........................... ..
Do..............................
89 ........................ ···· .... ···· ···· ···· ··• ····
Do ................. _ .......................... __ .... .. .. .... ... . .. .. . .. . 1 ............... .
November 25 20 _........... _........................... _.. _ 7 . . . . 42 ............... .
Do ............................·.................................. 1 .... .... .... .... ....
1
Do......
170 ................................................ 1
4 .................. ..
Do ............. _ 3 . . . . 26
4 _.......... _ ............ -...... - ... - - . - · - · · · - -- · - - · - - - - · - · · ·
Do ...................... 42 ............................................ ---- ---- --·- ---- .. ..
Do ... --.
550
9 ____ 4 _____ .. _.. __ . _. _ ... _ .... _.. _ ... ___ . _ 2
2
3 . _. _ ..... _. __ .. .
Do .............. 3 .................................... ____ .... 6 .... 3 .............. ..
Do ...... 1,907 .......................................................................... ..
Do ...................... . 70 ........................................................ ---- .. ..
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Official:

CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.

[General Orders No. 8.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Fe,

Santa
N. .lf., March 25, 1864:.
I. It is announced to the troops in this department, that by the active eftorts of the officers of the general staff, a sufficient quantity of food for some seven thousand captive Indians bas been secured to last until supplies come from the States, or the crops of the
present year shall ripen and come into market. About six thousand Indians have already
been captured, or have voluntarily given themselves up, and are at or on their way to the
reservation at Fort Sumner, on the Pecos river, where we must feed them until they can
raise food enough to support themselves. This they will, in a great measure, be able to do
the coming summer; next year, without a doubt, they will produce as much as they can
consume. It is believed that when the last Navajo Indian has surrendered, or been captured, the number to be fed of this tribe will not exceed seven thousand. Anxiety with
regard to our ability to get this food was the reason why, a short time since, the troops
were placed upon half-rations, until the result of efforts to this end should become known.
An account of subsisteuce stores on hand exhibits the gratifying fact that we can not only
feed the Indians, but that the troops can resume the drawing of their full rations, except
of the articles of coffee and candles; of these, two-thirds rations will be issued until further orders.
II. Hereafter, on the last day of each month, the commander of every military post and
camp within the department will send direct to department headquarters an exact account
of all subsistence stores on band, and a list of all troops, employes, laundresses, and servants, who receive rations by issue, purchase, or otherwise, at his post, with an exhibit
placed against each article of stores showing how many days it will last.
III. Officers will be permitted to purchase a reasonable quantity of stores for the use of
themselves and their families, and their authorized servants. This authority has heretofore
been grossly abused in several instances, which have been brought to the notice of the
commanding general. Commanders of posts will promptly arrest and file charges against
any officer who purchases more than this reasonable allowance of subsistence stores, or who,
if he have no family, procures such stores for the subsistence of others besides himself and
authorized servants.
IV. Commanding officers at stations distant from the source of supply will exercise great
forecast, to the end that requisitions are sent for stores in time, and will carefully watch
over and husband their provisions, and if there is danger of running short before others can
be received, to diminish the amount to be issued to their command at such a seasonable
date as to prevent any serious privation or want.
V. Hereafter, to save time and provide against accidents, commanders of posts will send
all estimates for supplies or funds direct to the proper staff officers at department head•
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quarters. At the same time duplicates of such estimates will be forwarded to the district
commander, who, before he transmits them, will make such comments upon them as he
may deem necessary for a full understanding of the matter as r egarded from his point of
view.
By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
ERASTUS W. WOOD, A ide-de-Oamp.

[General Orders No. 4.]
HEADQUARTER S DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N.JI., February 18, 1865.
I. The following record of combats with Indians on the part of the troops, as well as on

that of citizens of New Mexico and Arizona, during the year 1864, is published for the information of all concerned. Only those operations are mentioned which were attended with
results either in our favor or against us, and they are about as one to four, so that the account which follows shows but a faint idea of the work performed. It is possible that
there may have been some robberies, which are not mentioned here; but if so, no authentic report of them has been received.
II. The number of Indians on the reservation at the Bosque Redondo, as shown by General Orders No. 3, series for 1864, from these headquarters, was seven hundred and three
Apaches and Navajoes on the 31st day of December of that year.
January -.-Major Sena, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, with his command, arrived
at Fort Canby, bringing in three hundred and forty-four Navajo prisoners.
January 3.-Wagonmaster Russell's train en ro·ute to For.t Canby, New Mexico, was attacked near the Puerco by about one hundred and fifty Navajo Indians. Mr. Rusflell was
killed; Mr. Strong and two teamsters wounded. The three lead wagons were cut off and
twenty mules were taken by the Indians, together with some corn, blankets, &c. This in·
formation was forwarded to the commanding general of the department by Major John C.
McFerran, chief quartermaster, with the following i·emarks: "Respectfully referred to
the department commander for his information. 'fhis Wagonmaster Russell is Powell Rus·
sell, who entered the service of the Quartermaster's department as a teamster, a poor, illiterate boy, in 1853. By his honesty, industry, modesty, truth, and energy, he rose to be
the principal or head wagonmaster in the department. This position he has filled to the
perfect satisfaction of every one, and has now fallen like a true man, as he was, at his post
and doing his duty. It will be very, very difficult to replace him."
January 5.-Major Edward B. Willis, 1Rt infantry California volunteers, commanding Fort
Whipple, Arizona, reports that the Penal Apaches ran off eleven head of government cattle
at Walker's mines. A party under Captain Hargrave was sent in pursuit, but failed to
overtake the Indians.
January 6 -Captain Julius C. Shaw, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, commanding
Fort Wingate, reports that four Navajo Indians surrendered themselves at that post,
January 6.-Major Henry D. Wallen, United States 7th infantry, commanding Fort Sumner, New Mexico, reports that on the morning of the 5th instant the Navajoes ran off the
Apache herd from that post , Lieutenant Newbold, 5th United States infantry, with ten
mounted men of the 2d cavalry California volunteers and 5th United States infantry, were
sent in pursuit, accompanied by Mr Lll.badie, Indian agent, Mr. Carillo, Mr. Whittemore,
and twenty·five Apaches from the reservation. Captain Calloway and his company I, first
infantry California volunteers, was directed to follow the trail of the mounted party. Lieutenant Newbold encountered over one hundred Navnjoes, mounted and on foot, about
twelve miles from the post. A sharp fight ensued , in which nine Navajoes were left dead
on the field. The Navajoes then b.-oke into two parties and fled, and a running fight was
kept up for about ten miles. Part of the force pursued one party to the Pecos river. Of
this party only eight escaped. Of the other party of Indians only seventeen escaped, and
some of these were wounded. Forty Indians are reported to have been left dead on the
field, and at least twenty-five wounded. It is believed that nearly all the Navajoes would
have been killed had it not been for the extremely cold weather. The mercury was ten
degrees below zero. The men could with difficulty cap their pieces, their fingers being so
numb. Some were frost-bitten. About fifty head of horses and mules were recovered in
this fight, all belonging to the Apaches. Major Wallen calls the attention of the general
commanding to the handsome manner in which Lieutenant Newbold managed this successful engagement, also to the meritorious conduct of th e soldiers, citizens, and Apaches enp-aged.
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January 8 -Mr. George Cooler, wagon and fo!"age master at Fort Craig, New Mexico, with
ten infantry soldiers and a party of .Mexican citizens, while on a scout after Indians, recovered one Mexican boy named Vincente Urbano, who was stolen by the Indians near the Pecos river, one rifle, and fifty-eight goats. On the 11th instant came upon a party of Indians
and succeeded in killing one and capturing one squaw and one child. In this skirmish
two of Cooler's party were wounded; one of them, Jose Garcia, died the next day. On
the 12th found seven horses and one mule, and captured two Indian women.
January 12.-Captain Julius C. Shaw, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, commanding
Fort Wingate, reports that Liautenant Jose .M. Sanchez, with a detachment of company F,
1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, attacked a party of Indians near the Datil mountains,
and killed three men, captured two women and one boy and eighteen Navajo horses and
sixty-two head of sheep and goats. The chief, Sordo, · was killed in this fight. Captain
Shaw also reports that sixty Navajoes have given them~elves up at that post since the 1st
instant.
January H.-Sergeant Joseph Felmer, 1st cavalry California volunteers, reports that he
recovered seven head of cattle while in pursuit of a party of Indians and turned them over
to Don Pablo, of La .Joya, New Mexico.
January 15.-Serafin Ramirez, a citizen of New Mexico, reports that the Navajo Indians
drove off twelve head of cattle and two mules belonging to him, between the 25th of December and 9th of .January, and during the same time they killed three of his cattle.
January 21.-Captain Julius C. Shaw, commanding Fort Wingate, New Mexico, reports
thut twenty-three Navajo Indians have surrendered at that post since his last report.
January -.-On the fitb instant, Colonel Christopher Carson, commanding the Navajo expedition, left Fort Canby, New Mexico, with fourteen commissioned officers and three hundred and seventy-five enlisted men, on an expedition to the Canon de Chelly. On the 8th
instant one warrior was killed by the colonel's escort. On the 12th Sergeant .Andre-; Herrera, with fifty men, who was sent out the previous night, returned bringing into camp
two women and two children prisoners and one hundred and thirty bead of sheep and
goats, and reported that his command bad killed eleven and wounded five Indians. On
the 14th instant Captain Pfeiffer and party, who had been sent out from Fort Canby some
day'S previous to operate in the east opening of the canon, came into camp and reported
having passed through the canon without a single casualty in his command. He killed
three Indians and brought in nineteen prisoners, women and children. On the 15th instant sixty Indians arrived in camp and surrendered themselves as prisoners. On the same
day a party under c0mmand of Captain Joseph Berney killed two Indians and captured four.
One hundred and ten Indians surrendered to Captain Carey's command while upon its return
march to Fort Canby. Result of this expedition: Indians killed, twenty-three; wounded,
five ; prisoners, thirty-four; voluntarily surrendered, two hundred ; and two hundred head
of sheep and goats captured.
January 24.-A party of thirty Americans and fourteen Maricopa and Pimo Indians under
Colonel KingS. Woolsey, aid to the governor of .Arizona, attacked a band of Gila Apaches
sixty or seventy miles northeast of the Plmo villages, and killed nineteen of them and
wounded others. Mr. Cyrus Lennon, of Woolsey's party, was killed by a wounded Indian.
January 26.-Lieutenant Thomas .A. Young, 5th infantry California volunteers, with one
sergeant and eleven privates of the California volunteers, started from Fort Craig, New
Mexico, on a scout after Indians. On the 28th instant the party was attacked by about
sixty Indians, who wounded Lieutenant Young, Sergeant Thomas Richards, and Privates
Harvey McConkey, Thomas Clark, and Louis Mann, of company D, first cavalry California
volunteers. In this affair seven Indians were killed. The party, not being strong enough
to continue the fight, returned to Fort Craig on the 30th instant.
January -.-The militia of Socorro county, New Mexico, under General Stanislaus Montoya, on a scout near Sierra Datil, killed twenty Indians and took twenty prisoners.
February 2.-Major E. W. Eaton, commanding Fort Wingate, sent two hundred Indians
from that post to Los Pinos, en route to the Bosque Redondo. The chief, Delgadito, arrived
at Fort Wingate this day with six hundred and eighty Indians.
February 14.-Captain A. B. Carey, United States army, commanding Fort Canby, New
Mexico, reports the arrival at that post of Soldado Serdo, with his herd ; also, that there
are one thousand prisoners now at that post.
February 14.-Captain Joseph Berney, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, arrived at Los
Pinos this day, bringing in one hundred and seventy-five Navajo prisoners.
February 24.-Captain A. B. Carey, commanding the Navajo expedition, reports that he ·
has forwarded one hundred and seventy-five Navajoes to the Bosque Redondo since last report, and that there are now fifteen hundred Navajoes at Fort Canby awaiting transportation.
February 24.-Lieutenant Martin Mullins, United States army, commanding at Los Pinos,
New Mexico, reports that to present date two thousand and nineteen Navajoes have arrived
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at that post en route to Fort Sumner, and that there are fourteen hundred and forty-five
now at that post awaiting transportation.
February 24.-Captain James H. Whitlock, with twenty-one men of his company F, 5th
infantry California volunteers, left camp on the Mimbres, New Mexico, on the 24th day
of February, on a scout after Apache Indians. At about 5 o'clock p. m. on the 25th he
came up to a party of nineteen Indians, attacked and killed thirteen of them and wounded
the others, and captured one Indian pony. The command returned to camp on the 29th,
without the slightest accident of any kind.
February 25.-Three Indian women escaped from the detachment commanded by Lieutenant vV. B. Smith, 1st infantry California volunteers, while en route from Fort Union to
·t he Bosque Redondo.
•
February 28.-Captain A B. Carey reports that there are two thousand five hundred Navajoes at Fort Canby awaiting transportation to the Bosque Redondo.
March 4.-Two thousand one hundred and thirty:eight Navajoes were this day forwarded
from Fort Canby to the Bosque Redondo, having in their possession four hundred and seventy-three horses and three thousand sheep. One hundred and twenty-six Indians died at
Fort Canby between the 20th of February and March 4.
March 7.-Lieutenant Hodt, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, with twenty-five enlisted
men, left Fort Canby on a scout in search of Indians who had stolen eighteen hori'es and
mules from Caballo Prieto, chief, who had surrendered. The thieves, four in number, were
captured near Zufii, and eleven head of the stock recovered.
llfarch 8.-Captain Quirino Maes, from Conejos, Colorado Territory, with an independent
company of sixty-seven men, arrived at Pueblo, Colorado. This company had been operating against the Navajoes since the 1st of January, 1864, and had killed twenty-six Indians and captured four. Five ho1·ses were taken from the Indians.
March 14.-Captain Joseph Berney arrived at Fort Sumner with fourteen hundred and
thirty Navajo prisoners. Ten Indians died on the road from Los Pinos.
llfarch 18.-Eight mounted Indians made an attack upon a government herd at Cow
springs, New Mexico, and drove off sixty-eight mules, four government and two private
horses. The Indians were pursued by Lieutenant H. H. Stevens, 5th California infantry,
with nine men, for a considerable distance, but they escaped with the stock.
March 18.-Major Edward B. Willis, 1st infantry California volunteers, with forty enlh;ted
men and fourteen citizens, fell in with a party of Apaches near the San Francisco river,
Arizona, killed five Indians and lost one man, Private Fisher, of company D, first cavalry
California volunteers.
March 27.- Fifty-five Navajoes surrendered at Fort Canby, New Mexico, eight of whom
died. They had sixty-two head of sheep and goats.
llfarch 29.-Eighty-slx Navajoes arrived at Los Pinos, New Mexico, en route to Fort Sumner, having with them six horses and two mules.
March -.-The Apache Indians attacked Mr. Goodhue and four other persons, between
the Hasiampa and Granite creek. Goodhue was killed. 'l'he men with him succeeded in driving the Indians off. The Indians also attacked a train of wagons near Weaver, Arizona, and
mortally wounded a Mr. Rykman and a Mexican; another of the party was slightly wounded.
'fhe Indians took all the stock, and plundered the wagons.
April 3.-Eighty-six Navajoes surrendered at Fort Canby, two of whom died These Indians have one hundred and twenty sheep and goats, and six horses.
April 5.-Captain Francis McCabe, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, arrived at Los Pinos, New Mexico, bringing seven hundred and twenty Navajo Indians.
April 7.-Captain James H. Whitlock, 5th infantry California volunteers, with a commanfl
consisting of twenty-six enlisted men of company F and twenty enlisted men of company I,
under Lieutenant Burkett, and ten enlisted men of company C, first cavalry California volunteers, attacked about two hundred and fifty Indians near Mount Grey, or Sierra Bonita,
Arizona, and after a spirited fight of over one hour routed the Indians, killing twenty-one
of them left on the ground and wounding a large number. Forty-five head of horses and
mules were captured from the Indians, and all their provisions and camp equipage destroyed.
AprillO.-Seventy-eight Navajoes surrendered at Fort Canby, having in their possession
one horse and one hundred and fifty head of sheep and goats.
Aprilll. -Major Edward B. Willis, commanding Fort Whipple, Arizona, reports that Colonel King S. Woolsey, with his party, surprised an Indian rancheria, killing four-teen Indians, who were left on the ground, nnd wounding others who escaped. A small party of
California volunteers, who were sent with Colonel Woolsey, behaved well-Privates Beach
and Holman, of company F, killing five of the Indians.
April -.-Lieutenant Martin Quintana, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, reports that
while en 1·oute from Moqui to Fort Canby four Indians delivered themselves up to his command.
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April 24:.-0ne hundred and nine Navajoes surrendered themselves at Fort Canby between April18 and April 24:. These Indians had one hundred and fifty-nine head of horses.
anq two hundred and thirty head of sheep and goats.
:flfay I.-Three hundred and ninety-two Navajoes surrendered themse.lves at Fort Canby
since last report, making the total number on hand at that post six hundred and twentythree. 'rhey have, altogether, three hundred and twenty head of horses and six hundred
and fifty head of sheep.
May I.-Forty-two Mescalero Apaches, including Ojo Blanco. escaped from the Indian
reservation at Fort Sumner, and returned to their own country. •:~
May 3.-Lieutenant Henry H. Stevens, 5th infantry California volunteers, with a command of fifty.four men, California volunteers, while on the march from Fort Cummings to
Fort Bowie, Arizona, was attacked in Doubtful Calion, near Steen's peak, by about one hundred Apache Indians. The fight lasted for nearly two hours, and resulted in the killing of
ten Apaches, who were left on the gruund, and wounding about twenty. The troops lost
in this affair one man missing and five wounded-one mortally; one horse killed and one
wounded.
May 9.-Captain Charles P. Marion reports that while on a scout near Zufii, five hundred
Navajoes surrendered themselves to his command. These Indians had in their possession
one thousand horses and over five thousand sheep and goats .
•Hay 11.-The Apache Indians ran off two horses from the ranch of Mr. Stipich, a farmer
on the Rio Bonito. They were pursued by Second Lieutenant S. L. Snyder and thirteen
men of company A, first cavalry New Mexico volunteers, but were not overtaken.
Afay 13.-Seven hundred and seventy-seven Navajo Indians arrived at Fort Sumner this
day.
Jfay 25.-Lieutenant Colonel Nelson H. Davis, assistant inspector general United States
army, with Captain T. T. Tidball, fifth infantry California volunteers, two commissioned
officers and one hundred and two· enlisted men, cavalry and infantry, started from Fort
Bowie on a scout after Indians. On the 25th instant surprised a rancheria, and killed one
Indian; later the SEtme day, killed one Indian and captured one.
Afay 26.-0n the 26th instant came upon a rancheria, killed one Indian and destroyed
several acres of corn. In this skirmish First Sergeant Christian Foster, of company K, fifth
infantry California volunteers, was severely wounded. On the same day, one woman and
two children were captured. On the 28th, captured five women and two children.
Afay 29.-0n the 29th instant the command surprised a rancheria, and killed thirty-six,
wounJed four, and took two prisoners; captured six hundred and sixty dollars in gold coin,
one Sharp's carbine, one Colt's revolver, one shot-gun, one saddle, one thousand pounds of
mescal, and a lot of horse equipme»ts, powder, powder-horns, &c. Sergeant Charles Brown,
of company K, fifth infantry California volunteers, is mentioned in Captain Tidball's report
for his zeal and energy in this scout.
Jfay 29.-Captain George A. Burkett, with thirty-three enlisted men of company I, 5th
infantry California volunteers, surprised an Indian rancheria on the Rio de Mescal, and
killed thirteen, wounded thirteen, and took three prisoners ; captured one mule, three
horses, one Sharp's carbine, one saddle and saddle-bags, one ton of mescal, and a small
quantity of powder. The command destroyed some fields of corn and wheat. A portion
of the mescal was kept to feed tl:.e prisoners; the balance was destroyed.
June 3.-Five hundred and fifty Navajoes arrived at Los Pinos this day, who bad one
hundred and ninety horses and two hundred and ninety-four sheep and goats .. These Indians, with two hundred others, were forwarded to Fort Sumner.
June 3.-The Apache Indians attacked <a party of five miners near Fort Whipple, Arizona,
and wounded every man of the party.
June 7.-Captain Julius C. Shaw, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, with his command,
attacked a rancheria near Apache spring. Two Indians were mortally wounded.
June 11-Four Apaches attacked a party of soldiers nuder Captain T. 'f. Tidball, near
San Pedro crossing, but did not succeed in doing any damage. The troops wounded one of
the Indians.
June 20.-Major Edward B. Willis, 1st infantry California volunteers, reports that a detachment under his command attacked a party of Apache Indians near Salinas river, Arizona, and killed four of them.
June 20.-The express escort between Camp Goodwin and Fort Bowie was attacked by a
party of Indians, while crosdng the Chiricahui mountains. The Indians were whipped off
by the escort. Several Indians reported wounded. Four burros were taken from the Indians.
Bl'~~~~s a'l:J~Y voluntarily returned. to the reservation on _the 16th of September.

Shortly afterward Ojo

262

.APPENDIX.

June.-Captain Henry M. Benson, 1st infantry California volunteers, left Fort Whipple .
.Arizona Territory, with his company F, first California infantry, on a sc:out after Indians.
Five Inrlians were killed and two wounded by this command, and large quantities of corn
and beans destroyed.
June -.-Captain Albert H. Pfeiffer, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, with one lieutenant and sixty-four enlisted men, attacked a band of Indians near the Colorad0 Chiquito,
Arizona, and in a running fight of eight miles killed five and wounded seven of them.
After the fight was over two Indians came iJ}to camp with signs of peace, but in a moment
fired their guns, severely wounding Captain Pfeiffer and Private Pedro Rael. The Indiar.s
were instantly killed. When the shots were fired, a large party of Indians came running
towards the camp. A volley was fired into them, when they scattered in all directions.
This volley wounded several.
June 28.-Captain James H. Whitlock, commanding Camp Miembres, r eports that he left
the post on the 21st instant on a scout after Indians. On the 22d came upon a party of
three Indians, two of whom were killed and the other captured.
July 10.-Lieutenant .Antonio Abeyta, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, while en route
from Fort Wingate to Los Pinos, New Mexico, with twenty-six Navajo and Eeven Apache
Indian prisoners, came upon a party of Navajoes at Fish spring, numbering three hundred
and seventy-five, coming in to surrender themselves and go to the reservation. These Indians had in their possession three hundred horses, sixteen mules, one thousand and eightyfive sheep, and three hundred and fifty goats. This party was turned over to the commanding officer at Los Pinos.
July -.-Captain Saturnino Baca, 1st cavalry New Mexico v olunteers, with fifty-three
enlisted men, left Fort Canby on the 9th instant, on a scout after Indians. Marched to the
Little Colorado river . He returned to Fort Canby on the 21st instant. On this scout six
Indians were killed and six taken prisoners, two horses and two mules captured, and large
quantities of corn, wheat, beans, &c., destroyed.
·
August I.-Captain T. T. Tidball, 5th infantry California volunteers, returned from a scout
of twenty-three days. He reports that he saw but few Indians, and killed but one-an
Apache chief called "Old Plume."
Aug·ust 1.-Four Mexican citizens are reported as having been killed by the Apache Indians at the Conchas.
August I.-Twelve hundred a nd nine Navajoes and twelve Apaches left Lo11 Pinos, New
Mexico, for the Bosque Redondo. These Indians had in their possession three hundred and
fifty-seven horses, nineteen mult·s, and two thousand and five sheep and goats.
August 3.-A band of Apache Indians, having captives, sheep, horses, burros and cattle,
were discovered near Al amo Gordo by Delgadito Chiquito, Navajo chief, who sent amessenger to Fort Sumner t o inform the commanding officer of the fact. Thirty-five men of
the California cavalry were sent in pursuit, also a strong party of Navajoes from the reservation. In the m ean time Delgadito's party attacked the Apaches and were defeated with
a loss of one killed and three wounded, among the latter Delgadito himself. The party
of Navajoes from the post came upon the Apaches and took from them five hundred sheep
and thirteen burros.
August 6.-Mr. Charles G. Parker's train, en route to Chihuahua, Mexico, was attacked by
the Mescalero Apaches, twenty miles below the Gallinas mountains. The Indians drove
off about fifty mules. They were followed by the wagon-master and some teamsters, but
succeeded in driving off the animals. Two men were severely wounded.
August ·7 .-Sergeant B. F. Fergusson, of company E, 5th infantry California volunteers,
with a party of men, attacked fifteen Apaches who were seen approaching the camp on the
Rio Carlo:::, and killed five of them.
August -.-The command which left Fort Cummings on the 5th day of August, on a
scout to Lake Guzman, killed one Indian near the Florida mountains. Very few Indians were
seen, they having evidently deserted the country on the approach of the troops, who, on
this scout, marched twelve hundred miles.
August 13.-Lieutenant Henry Becker, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, left Fort
Can by, New Mexico, with ninety-two Indian prisoners and eight hundred head of sheep.
On the route to Los Pinos he was joined by one hundred and fifty-one Indians, having in
their possession seven hundred sheep and eighty-five horses. The Indians and stock were
turned over to the commanding officer at Los Pinos.
August -.-Colonel KingS. Woolsey reports that while on a scoutaft.!'lr Indians near the
Rio Prieto, one of his men, named J. W . ~eauch.amp, was waylaid anu killed by the Apach e
Indians.
August -.-Major Thomas J. Blakeney, 1st cavalry California volunteers, on a scout of
thirty days after Apache Indians, killed ten and captured two Indians, and destroyed
twenty acres of corn and large quantities of pumpkins, beans, &c
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August - . -Ca.~tain HE)nry A. Greene, 1st infantry California volunteers, on a scout after
Indians from Fort McRae, New Mexico, killed five Indians and captured six. Nineteen
head of beef cattle were recovered from the Indians
August - .-Captain JohnS. Thayer, 5th infantry California volunteers, left Fort Goodwin, Arizona 'rtlrritory, with his company, on a scout after Indians. On the fourth day
out the company destroyed about seventy acres of corn, also several small fields of beans
and pumpkins. On the sixth day <.arne upon a party of Indians-wounded several and
captured one, who was afterwards shot while attempting to escape. A Mexican captive was
rescued from these Indhns. On the eighth day out attacked a party of Indians and killed
six and wounded two.
August 25.-Captain Francis McCabe, 1st cavalry New Mexico voluo.teers, reports that
while on a scout a-fter Indians in the Sacramento mountains, he detached a party under Lieutenant Henry W. Gilbert, of the same regiment, to follow the trail of the Indians. Lieutenant Gilbert took with him twenty men. The party, although warned by the guide, marched
in a body directly into an ambush, when Lieutenant Gilbert was killed at the first fire.
The guide Sanches and Private Ma. Sandoval were killed and three men wounded. One ,
Apache killed and five wounded. This command were leading their horses when the attack was made. The men, after the fall of their officer, shamefully abandoned their horses.
'rhe Indians got the most of the horses and equipments.
September 19.-Lieutenant Patrick Healy, 1st infantry New Mexico volunteers, with a detachment of. ten men, while in pursuit of Indians, entered the town of Canada de Alamosa, New Mexico, where five Indians were captured. One of the Indians afterwards made
his escape.
September 25.-0aptain William Ayers, lst inf<tntry New Mexico volunteers, learning that
a party of Indians were at Canada de Alamosa, started in pursuit of them and succeeded in
capturing one man, four women and one child. The others made their escape to the mountains.
Octobe:- 20.-A. band of Navajo Indians attacked. Mr. Huning's train on the Colorado
Chiquito, and succeeded in driving off seven or eight hundred head of sheep, the property
of Captain Joseph P. Hargrave
November 6.-Some Indians are said to have run off five hundred sheep from the headwaters of the Rio Puerco, belonging to Don Inez Perea.
Nooembe1· 8.-0n the 8th of November some Navajoes and A.pachcs from the west ran
off three thousand head of sheep belonging to Don Jose Pino y Vaca, four miles from Limitar, New Mexico, and killed fonr pastores who had the sheep in charge. Their names were
Antonio Gallegos, Romaldo Peralta, Francisco Capillo, and Lenovio Sarcilla. Instructions
were sent to l\1ajor Eaton, commanding at Fort Wingate, to cro3s the country to the Rio
Quemado and endeavor to cut the trail of the Indians.
November 9.-A Navajo Indian found lurking near the government herd at Fort Sumner
was arrested by the herd guard, and in attempting to make his escape was killed.
November 25.-Colonel Christopher Carson, lst cavalry New Mexico volunteers, with a
<:ommand consisting of fourteen commi~sioned officers, three hundred and twenty-one enlisted men and seventy-five Indians, Apaches and Utes, attacked a Kiowa village of about one
hundred and fifty lodges, near the Adobe fort, on the Canadian river, in Texas, and after a
severe fight compelled the Indians to retreat, with a loss of sixty killed and wounded. The
village was then destroyed. The engagement commenced at 8~- a. m., and lasted without
intermission until sunset.
In this fight Privates John O'Donnell and John Sullivan, of company M:, lst cavalry California volunteers, were killed, and Corporal N. Newman, Privates Thomas Briggs, J. Jameson,-- Mapes, Jasper Winant, J. Horoley. of company B, and Holygrafer, of company G,
lst cavalry California volunteers, Antonio Duro and Antonio Sa.nches, of company M, and
H. Romero, of company I, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, were wounded. l!'our Utes
wounded.
Colonel Carson, in his report, mentions the following officers as deserving the highest
praise : Major 'McCleave, Captain Fritz and Lieutenant Heath, of the 1st cavalry California volunteers, Captains Deus and Berney, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, Lieutenant
Pettis, lst infantry California volunteers, Lieutenant Edgar, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, and Assistant Surgeon George S. Courtright, United States volunteers.
The command destroyed one hundred and fifty lodges of the best manuftlcture, a large
amount•of dried meats, berries, buffalo robes, powder, cooking utensils, &c., also a buggy
and spring wagon, the property of Sierrito, or Little Mountain, the Kiowa chief.
November 27 .-An Apache Indian, in attempting to escape from Captain Thompson's company, lst cavalry New Mexico volunteers en route to Fort Whipple, was killed by the guard.
November 27.-Colonel Oscar M. Brown, 1st cavalry California volunteers, with one hundred men, returned from a scout to the Apache country. Four squaws were captured by
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Colonel Brown's command. Although this scout of nearly sixty days was unsuccessful, it
was one of the hardest of the year.
December 2.-0ne thousand and twenty Navajo Indians, having in their possession three
thousand five hundred sheep and g0ats, four hundred horses and thirty mules, arrived at
Fort Sumner.
December -.-Major E. W. Eaton, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, on a scout after Indians, came upon their camp near Red river; killed one Indian and took two prisoners
and recovered one hundred and seventy-five sheep, one horse and one burro. 'l'hese were
the Indians who helped to run off sheep from Limitar on the 8th November.
December 15.-Captain Allen L. Anderson, 5th United States infantry, with a small party
of men, attacked an Indian rancheria near the Weaver Mines, Adzona, killed three and
wounded three Apache Indians.
December 15.-Captain John Thompson, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, with a party
of twelve enlisted men, attacked an Apache rancheria near Weaver, Arizona, and killed
eleven and wounded four.
December 24.--Lieutenant Paul Dowlin, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, reports that
on his return trip from Fort Whipple, Arizona, the Navajo Indians ran off fourteen of his
mules.
December 25.-A band of Apache Indians made an attack on the town of Rincon, near
Fort McRae, New Mexico ; took a Mexican boy prisoner, and drove off nine bead of cattle ..
A party was started in pursuit and succeeded in recovering three head of cattle. The Mexican boy's body was found, lanced in several places.
December 29.-Captain William Brady, 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, reports that
he found the body of Reyes Flores, the guide, near the 'fuleroso saw-mill. Whether he
bad been killed by Indians or by others is not certain.
December 31.-Lieutenant Samuel L. Barr, with company F, 5th United States infantry,
and a detachment of 1st cavalry New Mexico volunteers, surprised an Indian camp near
Sycamore springs, Arizona ; killed four Indians and captured two head of cattle.

Recapitulation of a cmsu.~ 'o f the Navofo Indians on the reservation at the Bo~que Redondo, New Mexico, on the 31st day of December, 1864, their s'oclc, S{c. j taken by Captain Francis McCabe, 1st
cavalry, New jfexico volunteers:

Number of 1odges, 1,276; number of families, 1, 782.
Number of
Number of
Number of
Number of
Number of
Number of
Number of
Number of

males from 50 to 80 years of age ••••.••• ___ --- __ ..•.... __ • __ ..•• -males from 18 to 50 years of age ••• _. ____ •• --- __ •• ___ ..••••. _~ •. __
males from 5 to 18 years of age ____________ -----·------···-··--··
male infants _____ • ______ .•• __ •• _•• ______ . __ . _.• ___ • _ .. _______ ••
females from 50 to 80 years of age-----·········-------------·---·
females from 18 to 50 years of age----·----·---------------------females from 5 to 18 years of age·----····--·-------------------fernale infants----------------····---··----·----- .••..•.. --------

300
2, 12-9
1,525
134
' 373
2,187
1,418
288

Total population .•. ___ . ______ • _. ___ •• __ . ___ ••••• _____ ••• _•.• _• ____ • • 8, 35 4
Number of horses, 3,038; number of mules, 143; number of sheep, 6,962 ; number of
goats, 2,757; number of looms, 630.
Average number of persons to each family is near 5; average number of horses to each
family is near 2 ; average number of sheep to each family is near 4.
AGGREGATES.

Numbtr of Apache Indians at the Bosque Redondo reservation on the 31st day of December, 1864.

Mescalero Apaches :
1\len __ •• _. _____ _ • ___ •• _•••.• _••. ____ . • • • • • . ••••. __ . _.•• _. . . . • • • . • ••• _•• ___
Women .• ______ • _ •••• ________ • _. _ .•••••• __ •.•• _• __ • _• __ •• ___ . ____ • ___ ••.~
Children._._ •• _____ •• _••• ___ • ___ •• _____ ••• _• _.• ___ .. __ •••.• __ •• • • • • • • . • • • • .

113
15 3
13 9

Total._._ .•• _•.••• _••.•• _••• _____ .••••• _____ • _. _•• ___ •• ___ • __ •• _ •• _.
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Gila Apaches :
·Men •••••••••• _•.•••..•••.••••••.•••••••••..•.••...••••....• ---- • ----- --- .
Women. __ ..••••,..•••• _____ •••••••••. _ .• __ ...•....•••.. - •• -- • - • - •• - - -. -- - Children .••••. _...• _• _ ..•••. _••• _•.••••.• ____ • __ .••••.••. - ..•• - - •.•• --. - - - Total. __ ...•••.. __ ...•••.•••••..••••.
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5
5
10
20

Gila Apaches en route to the reservat~on :
Men .••••••••.••.••.•.•••••.••••.••••••.••••. ------------------------ ·--Women ••••. _. _••.•...••••••••••••••• _•.• _••• ___ • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . . • • • . . • . .

8
6

Total.----------------------······· ____ ------·-····------------....

14

Making the total number of captive Indians as follows:
Number of Indian captives on the reservation on the 31st of December, 1863.--.703
Number who were captured and who surrendered themselves during the year 1864:. 8, 090
To tal .••••• _• _• ___ • __ •• ___ •• __ • _• __ •• __ •• _•. __ ••• __ • __ ••• __ •••• _•• _ 8 , 7 93
During the year 1864, the fevr troops serving within the department of New l\Iexico
were obliged to undergo extraordinary labors, privations and hardships in following the
line of their duty. Early in the year, while the country was still covered )Vith snow, theh
marches in pu~·suit of Navajo Indians, in continuation of the campaign begun in the summer of 1863, the frequent combats with bands of that tribe, not only in the Navajo country but in the open plains to the eal3t of the Rio Grande, exhibited courage, self-denial,
perseverance, ability, and the will to encounter and to endure protracted hardships, on the
part of both officers and men. which would be very creditable to any troops in the army.
It was often their lot to be compelled, from the nature of the country, and sometimes.
from limited means of transportation, to carry their blanl,ets and provisions on their backs,
and to struggle for days through deep snows, over mountains, through forests, and down
through the deep mazes of the most wonderful cafions in the world, in pursuit of a wily
and active enemy, who was familiar with every rod of that distant and, in many places~
hitherto considered inaccessible region.
.
It was their Jot to feel that even though they were successful in their efforts, far beyond
the success which had attended the labors of others who had preceded them in campaigns.
against these Indians, still they would win none of that eclat which those receive for, perhaps, no harder service on other fields. It was their Jot to show fidelity, and integrity,
and earnestness in their labors for the public good-prompted to this course, not by the expectation of applause or advancement, but by a feeling honestly to discharge their duty,
though no approving eye witnessed their labors or their sufferings, and they had no credit
save that shown in the mirror of a clear conscience, or by the approval of their own hearts.
The results which followed such labors will be considered as remarkable in the annals of
Indian warfare.
The Nav~joes soon found that they bad no place of security from such determined adversaries, and, being pressed on every hand by unexampled rigor, the spirit of the tribe was
soon broken. Many were captured, an·d more voluntarily surrendered, when, in bands of
fifty to one and two thousand, they commenced their pilgrimage to the Bosque Hedondo,
a place selected for them by the government, and situated upon the open plains east of theRio Grande, and more than four hundred miles from their native valleys and mountains.
The exodus of this whole people, men, women and children, with their flocks and herds,
leaving forever the land of their fathers, was an interesting but a touching sight.
'Then came the operations of the troops against the Apaches of Arizona. To those acquainted with the difficulties of campaigning in that distant country-formidable against
the movement and supply of troops in every way in which a country can be formidable,
whether considered on account of its deserts, its rugged and sterile mountains, its frequent
and often impassable defileR, and, in widely extended regions, the scarcity of water and
grass-the wonder will be that the troops were ever able to overtake the Indians at all.
Although the results of operations in that Territory were not so great as hoped for, yet
they were creditable, and were won at an expense of toil and privation of which any description could giv·e but a faint idea to one who had never traversed this very singular
country. The marches of the troops were long, and sometimes repaid by but poor results.
For example : on one expedition, under one of our most distinguished officers, the troops
marched 1,200 miles, and actually killed but one Indian. Oftentimes long scouts would
be made, and not an Indian, or even the track of one, would be discovered ; yet the move-
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ments of the troops in every direction through the country of the Arizona Apaches, and a
few partial encounters with them, attended by great good fortune, gave us the morale over
them, until now they are inclined to flee at the sight of our. armed parties, and scatter in
aH directions, and not to stand upon hill-tops and crags and jeer at our men by insulting
cries and gestures, as they did when we first began war upon them. It is hoped that in a
short time they too will be sufficiently subdued to surrender and go upon a reservation.
While all this was doing, the Indians of the plains commenced their attacks upon the
trains of the government and of citizens coming out with supplies. This required that
troops should be ~:~ent out to help these trains pa;;t the points of danger. Once this was
done, and the most of the trains secure, an expedition was formed to puni:;h even these
Indians for their conduct. The Kiowas had been the most hostile, and had committed
some of the most atrocious of the murders. It so happened that in Colonel Carson's
brilliant aff<tir with the Comanches and Kiowas. on the 25th of November, the Kiowas
suffered the most loss, and harl. their beautiful village of 150 lodges, together with all
their property and reserve of food, entirely destroyed.
Not only have the troops thus followed and punished the Indians, but they have opened
new roads, repaired others which had become destroyed by floods, have built posts, guarded
trains through the interior of Arizona and New Mexico, and conducted the thousands of
<Japtive Indians from the old Navajo country to the reservation, and , not only guarded
them there, but have directed their labors in opening up what will be one of the most
magnificent farms in the United States.
The general commanding the department takes great pleasure in being able to congratulate the troops on such a record. rl'he increased security of life and property throughout
this widely extended department, attests the beneficial results which spring from these
effurts. The prosperity of New Mexico and Arizona will be sure to follow. So it must
ever be a source of gratification and pride to every officer and soldier engaged in this great
labor to know that the people for whom he has toiled are getting to be more secure in
their lives, and to be better off in their worldly condition.
All this has been clone quietly and without ostentation on the part of the troops. In
the great event;3 which have marked the struggle of our country to preserve intact the
union of all the States, it was not expected that such labors would receive the attention
of the general government ; but the fact that two great States will yet date their rise,
progress, and the cornmf'ncmnent of their prosperity from this subjugation of hostile Indians, will always be most gratifying to remember hy those who so nobly did the work.
By command of Brigadier General Carleton :
BEN. 0. OUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant Gemral.
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[General Orders

~o.

32.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ~EW MEXICO,

Sunta Fe, N. M., October 22, 1864.
An expedition will be organized, without delay, to move against the Kiowa and Coman,che Indians, who, during the last summer, attacked trains on the roads leading from
New Mexico to the States. This expedition is designed to co-operate with one moving
from near Fort Larned, under the command of Major General Blunt, with a view to the
punishment of the same Indians. Its organization will be as follows:
Colonel Christopher Carson, 1st cavalry New M:exico volunteers, commanding.
Lieutenant Colonel Francisco P. Abreii, lst infantry New Mexico volunteers, to command
the infantry.
i\fajor William McCleave, lst cavalry California volunteers, to command the cavalry.
First Lieutenant Benjamin Taylor, jr., United States 5th infantry, acting assistant quartermaster and acting commissary of subsistence.
Assistant Surgeon George S. Courtright, United States volunteers.
Captain Birney's company, mounted ..•••. .• .• . --·---- .... ____ ...... ____ ...... ---- 42
Lieutenant Heath, with all of Johnson's men now at Fort Union and at Fort Bascom_ 39
Captain Witham's cavalry, now en route to Fort Union. ________ .................... 66
Captain Fritz, with thirty of the best cavalry from Fort Sumner, New Mexico....... 30
Captain Deus's company at Fort Bascom_. __ ._._- •. __ ...... __ ... __ ........... _. _ 69
Lieutenant Edmiston, with the effective men of company A, 1st veteran infantry
California volunteers •••••..•...••••• --------···-······-- .••• -·-----····· •••• 62
Lieutenant Pettis, with all the effective men of company K, lst infantry California
volunteers, with two mountain howitzers ...... ____ ............ ·-----.......... 45
Total, say ____ •••••••• ------ ...... ------------ ____ ··---- ______ ...... 353
'fo these will be added, of Vte Indians and Jicarilla Apache Indians, say 100. These
will proceed to Fort Bascom, New Mexico, direct from Mr. Maxwell's ranche, on the Cimarron, and there join the troops.
Captain Marion's company C and Captain Baca.'s company E, 1st cavalry New Mexico
volunteers, and Captain Bergmann's men, now on the plains, will garrison Fort Bascom
until further orders. All these troops will concentrate at once at Fort Bascom, and have
that post as their base of operations, and thence commence the movement against the Kiowas and Comanches. As the season is now getting late, every moment becomes more and
more precious. Every officer and so_ldier must therefore do his utmost, not only to take
the field promptly, put to accomplish all that can be accomplished in punishing these
treacherous savages before the winter fairly sets in. They have wantonly and brutall¥
murdered our people without cause, and robbed them of their property ; and it is not proposed that they shall talk and smoke and patch up a peace until they have, if possible,
beer. punished for the atrocities they have already committed. To permit them to do this
would be to invite further hostile acts from them as soon as the spring opens and our citizens once more embark in their long jouroeys across the plains.
'fhe various chiefs of the staff departments will furnish Colonel Carson with the means
of transportation and supplies necessary to give this order practical effect.
By comma~d of Brigadier General Carleton:
BE~. C. CUTLER,
Aseistant Ad}utant General.

lGenera.l Orders No. 2.]
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO.

Santa Fe, N. M., January 31, 1865.
On the 22d dt=ty of last October an order was published at these headquarter;; which organized an armed expedition against the Kiowa and Comanche Indians. Their depredations upon our trains, and their murdering of our people on the roads leading to the State;;,
during the last year, was the reason why this was done.
After that order was published and issued, and its receipt acknowledged, passports were
issued to citizens to go out upon the plains to trade with th"ese very Indians. The traders
to whom these passports were givP.n were warned, on their arriv<Ll at Fort Bascom, New
Mexico, by Lieutenant Colonel Abreu, tbe commanding officer, of the state of hostility
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which existed between our troups and the Kiowas aud Comanches ; and these traders were
ordered not to proceed further toward the Indian country while the present condition of
affairs existed. These orders were utterly disregarded ; the traders got stealthily past our
pickets, and, the Indians themselves say, brought them news of the approaching troops.
Also, there cannot be a doubt that these traders sold the Indians the very powder and
lead with which our brave soldiers were killed and wounded. These matters have been so
clearly developed as not to leave the shadow of a doubt on the subject.
It is therefore ordered that no citizen trader will hereafter be allowed to pass any military post or picket, along the eastern frontier of New Mexico, for the purpose of trafficking
with the Kiowas and Comanches, unleES it shall have been announced in orders by the military authorities that we are no longer at war with those Indians, or unless his passport be
vidd and countersigned at these headquarters ; and all commanders of posts, pickets, and
bodies of troops are hereby ordered to arrest and hold as prisoners any person or persons
without such passport who may be found trafficking with Kiowas and Comanches, or
fouud proceeding to the country of those Indians for the purpose of such traffic, until notice be duly given that we are at peace with those tribes, as above stated.
The general commanding the department is charged with the protection of the lives and
propert.y of the people from hostile Indiam, and he regrets to be compelled, for the reasons
given, to punme the course here indicated. He had a right to suppose, on general principles, that no such passports would either be asked for or given, and that no such illicit
commerce would be carried on with our enemies . Such a course, it will readily be seen,
tends not only to embarrass the military, but to paralyze their efforts to punish those savages for their r~peated crimes.
By the 57th article of the act of Congress entitled "An act for establishing rules and
articles for the government of the armies of the United States," approved April 10, 1806.
holding correspondence with, or giving intelligence to, the enemy, either directly or indirectly, is made punishable by death, or such other punishment as shall be ordered by the
sentence of a court-martial.
By command of General Carleton :
BEN. C. CUTLER,
As1ittant Adjutant General,.

Abstract qf all provisions wltic!~ have been issued to captive Indians in tlte depm·tment qf New Mexico from 1Jfarcl1. 31, 1865, to June
30, 1865, compiled from retums and 'reports in the oflice qf the cltiif commissary qf subsistence, department qf New Mexico, in
accordance witl"t department General Orders No. 17, rif June ~~ 1864, by Captain TV. H. Bell, C. S., cl~iif commissary qf subsistence, department if New Jl{exico.
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232 8 ---- ---- 350 04 .. - .. -

123 121;<$70, 578 30

1

April .. l 86,903 ...... 60 00 ....
May ... 64,202 ...... 23112 ....
June .. 124,006 ...... 54 00 ....

2518 ........ 377 04 ...... 124 08
211 4 107 12 519 04 ...... 1,707 12
164 9 ........ 300 12 ...... 4,098 08

72,704 97
72,861 15
53,519 04
t199,085 16

1
1

tr~~l- ~:: ~ -~~~·~:i_~~~:e~~--~r_· f .~~~u~.o~~ ~~~~~l~~~t~~ ~~ ~~ ~:

§

j

~o::l

April May ..

•

J·.....................................................
.. --·I 331i- I 60 00 r·.. ·r·..... -- r·.... -.·r-- .... -- r-- -.-..
·1
0

•

==-==
53 8311 00

6 10

:j:59 931-

··j

--j· ......

4 12
5 14

April.
Los Pinos, N. M ... , Lieut. N. Thomasson, a. c. s. , April-- [-- ..... - [-...
, 85
May ........ do ............ ---- do ........ do ......... May ........... ------ ....•.. ----

t Reservation, 2d quarter 1865.

+Fort Wingate, 2d quarter 1865.

tr.J

ztj
~

~

==-==

26 04 /
160 65 .
42 121--265 74
I

*Reservation, part of 1st quarter 1865.
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~
~

9426 39

§ Los Pinos, N. M. , 2d quarter 1865.

OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE; DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Ft, New Mexico, August 30, 1865.
I certify that the above abstract is correct.
vV. H. s:ELL ,apt. and. S., U.S. A.
DEPARTMENT oF NEW MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,

Official:

Santa Fe, New Mexico, September 1, 1865.
BEN. C. CUTLER, Assistant Adjutant Gene1·al.
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APPENDIX.

MExico,
Santa Fe, N. Jf. , July 4, 1865.
SIR : Please find, herewith, a statement of all purchases of subsistence stores procured
lfor the Navajo and Apache Indians located on the Indian reservation at the Bosque
Redondo.
·
The abstracts show the purchases up to the 30th June, 1865. These papers form part
of my eviden{:e as given before the honorable committee.
I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. H. BELL,
OFFICE CHIEF CmiMISSARY OF SuBSISTENCE, DEPARTMENT OF NEw

Captain and Commissary of Subsi~tence U. S. A. .

.Abst'ract if purc/~ases for captive Indians in the month if May, 1864, by
Captain W. H. B ell, commissary qf subsistence United States army.

Date.

From whom purchased.

Beef-cattle.

Wheat.

Wheat
meal.

Pounds.

_______

Pounds.

23,991

19,938

Amount.

---

1864.
May 19
19
26

H. B. Denman __________

No.
250

Pounds.
125,083i

Quantity and amount_

250

125,083i

..,

---- ......... $15,635 41~
1,449 45
D. B. MaxwelL ••• -----· . -- -·- ---------- 23:991 ---- ---·
W. H. Moore & Co._ .••. ........ , . ---------- -------- 19,938
1,694 73
--- ----- - - - - ---- -----18,779

59~

I certify that the above abstract is correct.
W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence l!. S. A.
OFFICE CHIEF COJIIMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE,

Santa

Fe, N. Jf.,

Jfay 30, 1864.

Abstract qf stores t1·aniferred to officers for captive Indians in tl~e mont!~ qf May
1864, by Captain W. H. Bell, commissary qf subsistence.
Date.

No.

To whom issued.

Beef-cattle.

Wheat.

Wheat meal.

---

1864.
19
19
26

~lay

1

2
3

Pounds.
No.
Pounds.
Capt. P. G. D. Morton, A. C. S.. 250 125,083j
23,991
Capt. P G. D. Morton, A. C. S. _ . ... .. -----··
Capt. P. G. D.l\1orton, A. C. S .. .
---------~ --------

- --

Quantity and amount. __ .. _

---·

Pounds.

-------- ----------·-

-----------19,938
----- - - - - - - - - - -----250

125,083!

23,991

19,938

I certify that the above abstract is correct.
W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence D. S. A .
JJ:FFICE CHU:F COM1tiiSSARY OF SUBSISTENCE,

Santa

Fe,

N. Jl., Jfay 30, 186i.

.APPENDIX.

rif stores tran.~ferrrd to officers for the use qf capti1-'e
if June, 1864, by Captain W H. Bell, commissary

Abstract
mont It

United

D.~te.

No

18G4.
May 18

army.

I

To whom issued.

Sheep

Beef cattle.

No P ounds.
Capt. P. G D Mor- 34
9, 690
ton, A. C. S.
2 .••• do •••••• do. ---· ---- ---- ---·

28
30
June

~tatcs

No

619

Mutton.

Corn
meal.

Wheat
meal.

Pounds.

Pounds.

Pounds.

10,832

3 .••• do ______ do _____ -- - · ____ ---- -------·
4 .••• do ..•••. do •.•• . 53
15,913 -------·

3
13

Indians in tl~e
qj subsistence

27,365
tl4,90l

3,950

5 . __ .do ______ do. ____ . _ _ _ ___ . __ _ _______ .
6 ____ do •••••• do _____ 703 .' i2!,537 --------

18

619

790 135 0, 140
I

I

I

14,000

10,832

3,950
I

f

56,266

I

I certify that the above abstract is correct.

W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subslsltnce, U. S. A.
OFFICE CHP'F C'mnn!;;SARY OF SuB<~IS'l'ENCE,

Department of Ntw

~1Iexi.:o,

Santa Fe, N. l!f, June 30, 1864.

Abstract rif purchases on arcount qf subsistrnr:e for captive Indians in tlte mon~k
if Jur1e, 1864, by Captain JV. H Bell, commissary if subsistence United
States army.

Date.

From whom
purcbaoed.

No.

---

Sheep.

Imeal
Com

Wheat
meal.

Amount.

-

1864
May 18
2R
30

1
2
3

3
13

4
5

18

6

June

Beef-cattle.

~~~~;~r~~~

No Pounds
No
Pounds .
L. B. 1\Iaxwell. 34
9,690 6l9
------- · $2,395 37!
Cnan St. Vrain. ---27,365 2,32G 02!
--W. H. Moore& ---- -------- ------- 3, 950 14,901 1,612 21
Co.
_______
Peter Allison __ 53 15,913 . --. ....._ _______
-- .... ---- . 2,068 6!)
W. H. Moore& ---- -------. ---- .. 14,000 1,190 00
Co.
H. B. Denman_ 703 :124, 5~7 ---- ... ........... ---40,567 12!

--------

-------

------

-----·

·--- ---·
-- ---- -- - - - - - - - - - - - -

TotaL ••• ----_ 790 'i50, 140 619

10,832 13,950

56,266 50,160 42!

I certify that the above abstract is correct.

W . H BELL,
Ooptain Candommissory of Sub~zdeuce U. S. A.
OFFICE CHIEF C'OMMISI'IARY OF SUBSIST'f.NCE,
Sunra
N . .JI., June ~0, 1864.

}te,

18

Abstract

of subsistence stores traniferrrd to officers for

the use of captive lndians in the month
commissm·y of subsistence United States army.

of July,

1864, by Captain W. H. Bell,

t-.:)

-1
~

...
No.

Date.

To whom h;sued.

Beef-cattle.

1864.
April

2
2
5
6
6

June

July

17
13
18
18
18
29
30
1
2

4
7
8
8
ll
11

12
13
13
13
14:

1 Capt. P. G. D. Morton, A. C. S •••.
2 ______ do •••••••. do •...••••.•• .. •.
3
4
=::
5
6 Lieut. N. Thomasson, A. C. S .....
7 Capt. P. G. D. Morton, A. C. S .••.
8 ------do •••••••. do ....•••••.••• .
9 Lieut. N. Thomasson, A. C. S. ·--10 Capt. P. G. D. Mortnn, A. C. S •••.
l l .••••. do .••••••• do ••.. ---- .••••.
1Z ..•... do .•..••.. qo ....••.••.•...
13 __ • __ .do . __ •• __ .do •••• - •• __ . • • • .
14 .••••. do .••••••. do..............
15
16
17
18
19 .••••• do ......... do .••• -----· ---20 ------do .••••••• do ••.••••••• ---·
21 - •••• _do._ •••• __ do .••••.•... --.22 .. __ •. do ••••• _. _do .•••• -. . • • • • • .
23 ______ do •••••••• do •••••••.••••..
24 •••••• do ......... do •••••••••••••.
25 ...••. do .•..•... do ••••••••••••••

:~::: J~~:::

J~::::::

No.
Pounds.
------ --------------- ----------

Sheep.

No.

Pounds.

Flour.

Corn meal.

Wheat
meal.

Pounds.

Pounds.

Pounds.

Wheat.

Corn.

Pounds.

Pounds.

'~'61,

443

~:'83,

314

027,400

::::::: ~ ~:::: ~ ::::=: ~ ~ =:1:: ===:I~:::=::::~ I:::::::::~

;;'21, 588

30,100

------ ----------2,868
------ ----------

;;~43,

020

9,875

. __________ •• _.. ,_••••. ,.•• __ • _••. ,.- ••••• - •.

157

~
hj
hj
~

z

tj
H

197,357

77,862

:i~~~~: ~ ;;~~i~f.~~~~b~:i~:;~ ~ ~; ~ ~~ ~ ~; ~;;;; ; ~ ;;~; ~ ~ ~~; ~ ~ ~ ~; ~ ~[:;~ ~;;:
----------- •• _.
. - •• - -

15,500
20,000
('10, 150
41,600
49,600
18,0 00

-----·---- ·----· --------------· ---______ •• _.
.•••••• _•.

64,872
8,291

9,073
3,000
14,821

20,500

26,000
10,019
30, 100
19,975
110,580
26,500

r'1

15
16
21
21
21
25

26
27

Lieut. N. Thomasson, A. C. s _____
---- ---------· ---------------- ----·----- ---------·
6,680 ---------· ---------Capt. P. G. D. l'tiorton, A. C. S ••.. ------ ---------- -----· ---------- ---------- ---------· ---------· -----· ---20,813
3

1

~~ :~~~~:~~===~~~~~~~====::::_.:===: 47i~ - 26,
ii:~~a
==~-~: :=~==:==~: :::::::::: ::=======~ :::======~ =====:~==~ ::::::==~=
30 .•.••• do •••.•.••. do •••• ---------G48i ------ ---------· ---~-----· ---------· --------- - -----· ___ _ ------ ___ _
31 .••••• do ••••••• do •••••• ····---·---------------------·-------------------·----------------------------- _____
21,045_
___ _____ ,___ ,_____ ,______ _____ ,_____ _____
,

,

566 I 315, 073t 1~. 868

43,020

78,000

,

39,754

301,038

,

144,757

414, 667

*Stores marked thus were purchased by Captain Garrison, but not paid for by him.

I certify that the above abstract is correct.
OFFICE CHI! F COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE,

Department of New Mexico, July 31, 1865.

W. H. BELL.
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence, U.S. A.
~

"'d

~

'7.
t;
H

~

~

-l

<:-'"1

Abstract qf purchases on account qf subsistence for captive Indians in the month qf July, 1864, by Captain W. H. Bell, C. S . U. 8. A.

~

-1

OJ

I No . I From whom purchased.

Date.

1864-.
July

22
22
22
25
2~

28
2R

28
31
31
31
31
31
31
31
31
31

April
June
July

17
18
12
13
25

Beef-cattle .

Sheep.

1
2
3

No.
Pounds.
No.
Pounds.
Cerau. St. Vrain ..••••. . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . ..
Ceran St. Vraiu ______ - ----- ••.•.••••. ----- - ........ ..
Ceran St . Vrain ...... . . .... . ......................... .

4

Anastacio Sando \'aL .. 1 · ·---- ..•..••••. ---- -- 1...•..•••.

I Flour. ICorn meal. IWheat meal. I Wheat
Pounds.

Pounds.

Pounds.

Pour, ds.

57,500

1

1

67.600
19,830

Andres Dolo ....... ..
20,500
144-.707
Anon•.; Do!d ..•• • .•. .... ..•. ....•.•.•..
AndreK D<> lf! ....... ". · ---- · ............... . .......... -------- ...... •••• -----------Huuter& Kitc hen ....
343 1!::19,51lj ................ -------- .•••...••• ·----------9
W H Moore & Co _________ .••••••••• --- - -· .••• .••••. ••• ....
8, 291
23,894
10 W. H . :\1oore & Co ·-- -- ---- .••..••••. ---··· .••••••••. ------- ·
21,588 --~--------- --- - --11 vV. H. 1\ioore&Co..•. - ----- .••••••.•.•••••.•••••••••• ·------9,875
15,500 -------12 Watrous &Tipton ..... ------ ............................................ -------------------13 C W. Kitchen ........ ------ .......... ------ .••••••••. ------- · .••••••••. ---~ ~ ------ -------·
14: Hunter&Kitchen .•••.
157
77,862 ------ •••••••.. -------- ............ .. ......... --·-·-15 . James Hunter ........ ----------~- •••• ------ .••••••••. -------- .......... · ··--····-- · ------- 5

6
7
8

16
17

47
19

H. B Denman........

Peter Allison _ • • • . .. ..

64-,872

110,580
197,357
20,813

26,648}
11, 05lj

.••••••••.
..........
..........
..........

2,868

43,020 .................. -----------·
20,000
10,019
19,995

---·-------·-··
------· ....... .

Juan Perea ...........
W. H. Moore & Co ...
W. H. Moore & Co ....
W. H. Moore&Co ___

- --------------------

W. H. Moore & Co.•••

--:~:- -~~~ ..~~~~- ~·:.~-6~- ---~~~:;~- -~:, ~;~: ·--~~' ;:~- ----~:;: :~:- ·::~.~~~

-----· .••••••••. ________ ..•. ·......
---·- · .••••••••. ____ ... . ...... ....
-----· .••••.•••• -----· - · .... ......

Amount.

Pounds.

124,200

......

. . . . . . . . . .

Corn.

. .•• ••••..
...... ...•
. ..• ••.••.
..........
4

:::

$10,557 00
5,750 00
5,74-6 00
1,784- 70
1,947 50
8,395 90
7,135 92
24-,739 44
· 2,756441,888 95
2,181 56
12,163 80
21,709 27
9, 654 88
2,289 43
3,331 041, 436 71
(,5,736 CO
01,700 00
''851 61!
~1,699 57

::~ - ~::: ~~: :~.

*Not paid for in the month.

I certify that the above abstract is correct.

W . H . 13ELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S A.
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CHII>F CoMMISSARY oE SunstsTENCE,

S . mta Fe, N. M., July 31, 1865.
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Abstract

of purchases on

Date.

No .

account

of subsistence fur

captive Indians in the montlt of August, 1864, by. Captain lV. H. Bell, com;nissary of subsistence United States:army.
Beef-cattle.

From whom purchas ed.

I Fresh

beef.

I Sheep I Mutton. I Wheat meal. I

Wheat.

Amount.

,Corn.

-

1864.
August

9
9
9
9
10
12
22
23
23
25
28
31

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

31

L3

3!
31

14

10

u

24

15

Head.
Pounds.
Head. Pounds.
Pounds.
Pounds .
L. B. MaxwelL................
181
85,492 ------ -------· ..•••..• •.•.
75,844
L. B. MaxwelL ••••••.• . ••.••...•••••.•••••. -···-----··- --·--- -------- ..•••. •••••.
48,257
L. B. l\1axwelL .••••...••.•••....•.•••••••...••••••••••. --·-·· -------- .••.••••••...••••..•..
L. B. MaxwelL .•••...•••••••....••••••••••. ····--------····------·-·· •••••••••• . .••.•••••.
Andres Dold ..••••• ---··· •••••...••••••••••.•••••••••••. -··· •...•••••..•••••••••...•••••••••
JameE Hunter ............. . ............................. --·--· ·······- .••••••••••. -··· •••••.
Ceran Ht. Vrain .••••.•••. ····-· ..••••••••••...••. ____ ···- -----· .•••••••
10,800 ..•••••...
Ceran St. Vndn .••••..•••••••••.•••••••••••. ·---·--- .••. ------ ·-·----·
102,242 .••. ·--·-·
Andres Dold _ ..••••.••••••••••...••••••••••. ---·-------- --·--· ·------- .••••••••••..••••.•••.
W. H. Moort3 & Co . •.••••••••••..•••••••••••. ------------ ------ -----·-- .••.•••• ---- .••••••••.
John Dold....... •••••• ••.• ••••
284
85,768 ------ ·-·----- .••••.••••....•••.•...
W. H . Moore & Co .•.••••••••••..•••• Jo • • • • • • • · - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · · - - - - - - - - • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Ceran St. Vrain ............... . ............. ------------~----·--------89,7 00 ...••.•...

;:;:~ s~u!~:!~ :::::: ~===~::::~ :·:_-_-_-_-.-_-_-_-_-_-_- ~::::::::::: ~:::~: ~:::::: :

1···· ........

.... -~~·.:~~- ::::.:·::::

I

Mariana Urissario .............. .
-~---· --------~ 400
8, 000
Andres Dold ............................................ ------ -··· •••.
Andres Dold ..•••••.••••••••••..•••••••••••. ------------------------Quantity ..•.•.••••••••••••.

465

171,260

400

8,000

Pounds.

$12,()62 79
2,915 52
8, 7% 82
3,503 61
11,093 06
14,546 63
918 00
8,690 57
8,073 54
13,219 91
7,933 54
3,534 0~
7,624 50
2, 119 13~
490 lti

79,962
31,851
100,846
132,233
73,414
120,181
32,128
4,456

124,101

613,382

~

z
0

"""
~

950 00
2,618 88

23,808
14,503
227,673

~

'"0

1,595
1

~3

uo,6s7 o;i

I certify that the above abstract is correct.

W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commismry of Sub~istence U. S. A.
OFFICE CrrrEF CoMJ.IISSARY OF SuBSISTENCE,

Department of New M1xico, Santa

Fe,

N. M,

Au9u~t

31, 1864.

_..

l'!l
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Abstract of provisions transferred to officers at Santa Pe, N. M., for the use of captive Indians in the month of August, 1864, by Captain W. H. Bell, Com. Sub. U. S. A.

~
-..]

No. of
voucher.

Date.

To whom issued.

Beef-cattle.

I Fresh beef, I

00

Sheep.

Mutton. I Wheat meaL I Wheat.

Corn.

1864.

April
June
July

20
23
23
2
6

15
25
27
August 1
3
3
4
5
6
8
8
8
10

11
18
18
20
22
24
24:
24

1
2
3
4

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
2!
25
26

Captain P. G. D. Morton, A. C. S •••. ------------------------ ---------· -----·---· -----------.••••••. do .•••••.••••. do.......... . .
181
85,492 -------------------- -----------·
·••• •••. do ............ do .••• ---- •••. -------·-·· · ........ ____ ---------- .••••••••. ------ ----- ·
.••••••• do .••••••••••. do .•••••••.... --------·-·· ............. ----·-·--- ---------- ---······--........ do ............ do .•••••••••• . ------------ -------· •••. ---------- --------- - -----------. ••••••. do .•••..•••••. do ............ ----------------·------· .••.•••••. ------ ................
.•••.••. do .••••.•••••. do •••••••..••. -----------· --·-------·- ---------· ---------- ------·----.•••.••. do ............ do •••.•••••••• ----------- - ·-·--------- ·--··----- ---------- ·---------- ·
.••..•.. do .••••••••••. do .• ~. ····---· ------------ · ··--------- ---------- ---------- ··---------........ do .••••••.•••. do •••..••..••. --------------------·--··----------------- -9,142
........ do ............ do.~---···---- ----- - ----- · --·--------- ---------- •• •••• __ _ ----------- ·
........ do ... -- .•••••. do .•.••••• ____ . _ •• _••••• _ . . __ •••••• _ • . . ___ • ___ •. . ___ •.• _. .
10, 8 0 0
........ do ............ do .••••••.•••. -----------·----·-----·- .•••••••• . ---··--·-·
30,500
•••.••.. do ............ do •••••••••••.. _•••• __ • ___ . _ •• _•. _. _. _ •• __ •••••..•••• ____ .
29, 600
Captain T. J. Copp, C. S............
284
85,768 •••••••••• ---------- -----------CaptainP. G. D. Morton, A. C. S •••. ····-·--.---- ---------·-· ·--·------ -------·-33,000
........ do ......... - •. do .•••••••• _•. _••••••• _... . _•• ___ • ____ • _. _ . __ • _. . ..... __ .. • _. ___ •• • • • .
.••..•.. do ••••••.••••. do .•••••..•••. -·-·· ·· ·----- ---·--·-····
~400
~~8, 000 ···--------·••• ••.. do ............ do .••.••••••• . ··---------- -----------· ____ ------ .••• -----54,900
.• ~ •.••. do .•••••.••••. do .•••••.• ___ •. _____ . __ • _. ___ • _•. ___ •• __ • _ .• _. _. .. •• _. ___ .
34, 800
.••••••. do .••••..••••. do ••••••.• -- -· ···--------· ------------ ---------- .•• • ----- - .••• ____ •••.
........ do .•••••.••••. do ............ - ---··------ -------------------------------- -------···-·
........ do ............ do .••••..•••. . ---------~-- - ----------- -------·-- ---------·
9,931
·•·• •••. do .••••..••••. do .•••••••.••. · ----------- ·----------- ----·----- ---------- ·-----~----·
........ do ............ do ........ ~--· ·----· ·----- ------------ ---·------ -- ------- ·
15,000
........ do .••••.•••••. do ••..•••• --- ---- ------------------------------ · - ------·-· -------- ____
Total issued ................... ·--·

465

171,260

*Not paid for.

I certify that the above abstract is correct.
OFFICE CHIEF CoMMISSARY OF SuBSISTENCE,

Santa

Fe,

N.

M.,

August 31, 1864.

400

8,000

221,673

75,844 .••••. ___ _
---·-·-·· · ---------48,257 ----·- ___ _
····--·-· ·
79,962
---------7, 921
---------23,930
---------132,233
---------100,846
------·--64,072
---------· ----------------·-·
120,181
__ •••• _.. • • • ___ •• _ ••
---·------ ·---·-····
.• _. _••••.• _••••••• ----·----- ---·····-·
--··-·--·- : •••••••••
___ • _____ •
9, 34 2
---·------ ···----··· -·------- ---------. _. _ •• ___ .• _•• _•• _••
----·· ___ _
(:! 23, 808
------ · --·
32,128
---------- ------------------4,456
· --------- ------------------14,503

1,

124 , 101

613,382

W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. B. A.

~

'"d
'"d
1?1

z

tJ

1-1

~

AbstTact qf puTchases on account qf subsistencefm· capti·ve Ind~·ans in the montlb qf Septembe'r, 1864, by Captain W. H. Bell, comm?:ssa'r y
qf subsistence United States aTmy.
Date.

From whom purchased.

Beef-cattle.

Sheep.

Flour.

Wheat
meal.

Wheat.

Corn.

No.
Pounds.
------ ------ ____
. . _• • . . ____ . __ . .
---~-- ·----- •...
95
38, 356!
------ ------ ..•.
103
65,199
------ .••. ----- ·

Pounds.
No.
------ . , ·--- ••••
. ____ .. .. . . . _.••.
541
14, 877~
------ ·----· .. ..
···--· ••.•.••••.
. ........... -~-·----· .••• ··---·

Pounds.

Pounds

Pounds.

Pounds.

\V. H. Moore & Co .•••••••••.•••••.
James Hunter ..••.••• - •. - .•• -- • . . • .
John Dold. ·----- ----·· ·----· -----·
John Dold ........... ··---· .... ---·
L. B. Maxwell .••• ·----· •••••••..••.
C. S. Hinckley.....................
Ceran St. Vrain •.••••. ·----···---· __

~

1864.
August
31
September 6
12
12
15
17
21

Quantity and amount .......... 1

198

I

103, 555t

541

14,877~

35,890
2,300

1, 700

2,300

1,700

1:·---· ....

35,890

Amount.

12,901 $1,419 11
27,917 3,070 87
1,376 16t
3,547 95t
2, 168 35
11,735 82
374 50
40,818 IZ3, 692 77

ll>
'"j

"'z
M
tj

I certify that the above abstract if! correct.
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W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S. A.

~

OFFICE CHIEF CmiMISSARY OF SuBSISTENCE,

Department of New Mmco, September 30, 1865.

J:-.!)

--1

c.o

Abstract

of

stores traniferred to qjficersfor captive Indians in the month qf September, 1864, by Captain W. H. B ell, commissary qf
subsistence United States army.

I No. I

Date.

To whom issued.

1864:.

I

Beef-cattle.
No.

August
31
September 6

1
2

12
12
15
17
21

3
4

5
6
7

Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain
Captain

P.
P.
P.
T.
P.
P.
P.

G.
G.
G.
J.
G.
G.
G.

Pounds .

I

Sheep.
No.

Flour.

Pounds.

Pounds.

---- ---- ·----· ------ ------

I Wh eat.

Pounds .

Pounds.

198

103,555i

541

14,877~

2,300

0

Corn.
Pounds.

12,901
...... ···--· .......
---· ......................
27,917
·----·
..... , ·----·
-------· ..... ............. ........ ·----· ......
·----·
·----·
....... ··---·
------ --------- ·----· ----35,890
---- ------ ---- -- -- ---· - ------ ---- .....................
........
---· -----· ..................
-----· ---· ---- -----·
1,700 .... .. ···--· ·----- ----

D. Morton, A. C. S. --·-··· ...
.
··--··
D. Morton, A. C. S .•• _. ___ ------ ··--·· ......... _____ .. ---------. ......
--- ~
541
D. Morton, A. C. S.•••••••. .
...............
14,877~
... ......
Copp, A. C. S .............
95
38,356;! -----~ ......
....... ···--·
D. Morton, A. C. S.••••••.
. .. ....
.......
...
D. Morton, A. C. S ••. _ •••. 103
65,199 . .......................
2,300
D. Morton, A. C. S.••.••••• -····- .••••.•••. ------ .••••••••.

Quantity and amount---------······

Wheat
meal.

J::-..!1

00

~----·

1,700

35,890

40,818

1>'"0
'"0
M

?:
~

I certify that the above abstract is correct.
W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S. A.
OFFICE Cnn:F CoMMISSARY OF SuBSISTENCE,

Santa

Fe,

New Mexico, September 30, 1865.

R

APPENDIX .

.Abst·r act qf purchases on account qfsubsistencefor copt1:ve Indians in tlu m or,,7,
if OctobeT, 1864, by Captain W. H. Bell, commissaTy qf subs£stence Unitt d
States army.
From whom purchased

Date.

Flour.

Beef-cattle.

Amount.

Corn.

I
1864-.
1
Sept.
22
28
30
3
Oct.
15
17
18
21
24.

John Dold .••. ---- .•..
C. S. Hin.ckley .••.••..
c s Hinck ley·--. ____
s Hinekl ey . ------·
W. H. Moore & Co.---·
Andre~ Dold ______ •••.
C. t:i . Hin ckley _______ _
C. S. Hinckley ________
C. S. Hinckl ey ________
C. S. Hinckley-------·

c

H eud.

p ,,unds .

80
111
308
165

4-4,800
48, 117
209, 070~40
ll0,917t

P ounds

~ --

..

Pounds.

--- -

~------~

---------- --------

'
---------·
88,195

127
160
340
186

$4, i44
8,6GL
37,632
19,965
448
2,318
15,875
22, 176
35,725
19,083

4,074

24,400

123,200
198,475
106,020

Quantities _______ 1,477

928,794~

24,400

4,074

00
06

GO
06

1400

10
00

50
6 1)

166,029 06

I certify that the above abstract is correct.

W. H. BELL,
Ot1ptain and Oommis5a1y of Subsi~tertce U. S. A.
OFFICE CHIEF CoM)iJSSARY OF SunsrsTEJSCE,

Dtpartment of Aew .Mextco, Sunta

Fe,

N. 11!., October 31, 1864.

Abstract of stores tran~fer·red to officers at Santa Fe, New . M('xico, .foT the use
qf captive Indians during tl-te month qf Ortobe'J', 1864, by Captain W. H.
Bell, commissary qf subsistence United States army.

Date .

To whom issued .

Beef-cattle.

Fresh beef.

Ilead

Pounds.

Flour.

Corn

Pounds .

Pounds.

•
1864.
Rept.

Oct.

1
22

1

28
30
3

3
4
5

15

6

17
18
21
24

7
8
9
10

2

Capt.. T. J . Copp, C. S ••
Capt. P. G. D. Morton,
A c. ::3_ ·----· ... , ..
Capt. T. J. Copp, C. S ••
Capt. T. J. Copp, C. S ••
Uapt . P. G. D. Morton,
A. C. s....... ·----·
Capt. P. G. D. Morton,
A u. s.............
Capt. 'I'. J. Cupp, C. s __
Capt. T. J. Copp, C s.Capt. T. J. Copp, C. 8 •.
Lieut. W. H. Higdon,
A. c. s....••. -----·

80
Ill

308
165

44,800

-------- --------

48, 117
209, 070146 . ------110,917!

-----------· ---- ......... --- ·
---------127-·
160
340
186

------

Total issued. ___ •.

1, 477

__________ ,.. ,. _

88, 195
123,200
198,475

4,071

--------

24,400
... - .. - .......................

.. ---

-------- ------·~-··----

--------

------------ - ---- ---106 020

928,794~

....................
2!,400

4,074

I certify that the ab ove abstract is correct.

W. H BELL,
O.tplain and Commissary of Submtence U. S A.
0FFIC~ CHIEF COli-IMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE,

D epartment of New Mexico, Santa

Fe,

N. M., October 31, 1864:.

APPENDIX.

Abstract if purclwses if subsistence for r:aptive Indians in tl~e month if No·vcmber, 1864, by Captain W. H. Bell, commissary if subsistence United
States army.

Date.

From whom purchased.

Flour.

Beef-cattle.

Corn.

Wheat.

Gmin
sacks.

.Amouut.

--

1864.
Nov. 2
3
10
15

No . Pounds. Pounds Pounds. Pounds.
No.
L. B. Maxwell_ .• 235 106,925
.. .. -------- ..
... $9,355 93i
Major H. M. Enos,
Q. M ........... .. --- -------· -----. 140, 000
.. ll' 200 00
L. B. MaxwelL __ --- .
5,050 2,300 ---964 50
-..
Capt. A. B. Carey,
.A. Q. M _______ ---22, 120 28,501
345 4,798 70
. -..
~-

--

-------- ---------- ----·--- -------- ----

--- - - - - - ---- - - - - - - - -

--------

-- ----

Qua•1tity •••. 2i$5 111,975 2,300 162, 120

28,501

345 26,319 13!

I certify that the ab0ve abstract is correct.

W. H. BELL,
Oapt2in and

Oommi~s'lry

of Subszslence U. S. A.

OFFICE CHIEF CoMMISSARY OF SuBSlSTENCE,
Santa Fe, New Mexico, November 30, 1864.

Abstract if stores traniferred to qfficers for tlw ~tse if captire Indians in th.e
month if November, 1864, by Captain Bell, commissa'r y qf subsistence United
States m·my.
No.

Date.

1864.
Nov. 2
3

10
15

To whom issued.

Beef cattle.

Flour.

Corn.

Wheat.

Grain
sacks.

No.
No. Pounds. P' ds. Pounds Pounds.
Captain P. G. D. Morton,
A. C. S. -----··----· 235 106,925
---------------2 . ••. do .......... do.....
---- ____ ------ 140,000 -------- ---- __
3 .••• do .••••.•••• do .... . ____ 5,050 2,300 ---------------------345
4 ____ do .......... do _____ ·--- -------- ----- 22,120 28,501

1

Quantity and amount. 235 ll1, 975 2, 300 162, 120

28,501

345

I certify that the above abstract is correct.

W. H. BELL, Captain and G. S .. U. S A.
OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY oF SuBSISTENCE,
Santa F~, N. M., Nuvember 30, 2864.

Abstract

r:/ purclwses

on account

of subsistence for

captive lndwns during the montlt of Decem!Je·r, 1864, by Captain W. H. Bell,
comm1·ssary if subsistence l/nited States army.

~

Q.)

..Q

u

Date.

5>

From whom purchased.

Beef-cattle.

Sheep.

Flour.

Wheat.

Corn.

'-<

Grain
sacks .

.Amount.

0

c
z
186-!.
Nov . 15

15
Dec.

..

3

3
5
9
12
12
13
13
16
20
24

B ead.
Pounds.
Quartermaster's department.... . ...••. ____ -----Quartermaster's depart1nent .••. ·------- --------Andres Dold .••••••••. _______________ ---------C. W. Kitchen .•••.••••••.••••. ________ ---------Lewis& Brother •.•••••.•...••. -----------------

Head.
.••••••.
••••••••
-----------····
--------

Pounds.
-------------·····-----------------.•••••••••

Pounds.
Pounds.
PGunds.
No.
------ ____
124,319 ................ ---- $7,251 94
-----··-·· ............... ____
1,042
521 00
------ ____ ---------22,557 .•..•. ___ _ 2,481 27
-----·-··· ---------35,279 -·-·-----: 3,880 69
.••••••••.
7,077
7,498 ..••...•..
661 03

tt~~!ft:::~:~:::::::::: ::::~~~: ::~~~=~~~: ::~:~~~: ::~~~:~~~: :::;~;i~~: =::::::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::

33,022
15, 158
2,533
H. B. Denman .••••• _• _ •. _• _• .
64 2
27 9, 27 0 .•••••. _ - ••• - •• - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - - - - • • • • - • - - - - • • - - - - 41,890
59,761
3,307
4,633
Quartermaster's department •••. -----------------·-------- -----u···- ---···----41,759 ....••....
385
And res Dol d._ ••••• _ ••• _ . _ • _ _ _ . _ __ __ __ __•• _____ • _______ • . __ ••• _ __ _
15, 0 0 0 • _ _ •• _. • . . _• • • • • • • • • ••••••••• 2,550
,
,
,
,
,
,
,

~. ~-- ~::!~~i.~~~~~~=::::::::: ----~~~ --~~~:~~~- ~~~~=~== ::::::::~~ :::~:::::~ :::::::::: ---3o~o7i- ::::::::::

____ _____ ____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____

Quantity •••••••••..••••. 1

1,6611

794,741

4,331

129,930

29 900

173 155

95,405

78
50
00
50
80
81
61
00

>
"d
"d
~

zt:l
H

~

1,427 1177,654 13

I certify that the above abstract is correct.
OFFICE

W. H. BELL,
Copiain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S. A.
CHIEF CoMl\USSARY OF SuBSISTENCE,

D1partment of New il:fexica, Santa

Fe,

N. M, December 31, 1865.
1\!)

00
~

Ab.~' ·ract

of stores traniferred to r.dJicers at Santa Fe, New Mexico, for captive Indians during the mont~ qf December, 1864, by Captain liV. JL Be,l, commissary qf subsistence United States army.

1\:.)
X;

,.r...

;..;
~

..0
<:,)

Date.

::l
0

p.

....0

Beef-cattle. I ~'resh beef. I Sheep.

To whom iEsned.

]
Mutton.

Flour.

Wheat.

Corn.

~

.d

0

z

<!i

- - - __ ,
1864-.
Nuv. 15
15
19
Dec. 3
3
5
9

12
12
13
13
]5
16
24
20

(,)

~

1 - - - -·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Head.
Pounds.
Head.
Pounds.
Pounds
Pounds.
Pounds.
No.
124,319 -------------------I CaptainP.G.D.lVIorton,A.C.S .••••..••••••••..••••••••. ···------~ ---------- ---------·
2 .••••. do .••••..•.. do .••..•••••••••..••••. ____ ----·--------------------·---·---------·-------------------1,04:2

!5
6
7

::::::~~:::::: ~~~:~~::::::·::_:-:.::: ~=:=~==~=~ ~~~::::::: ~=:::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: ---~~~~~~- '""22~557"
~~==~::::·_
35, 2 7 9 . __ .• __ • _.

e;

Lieutenant Edmund Butler,A.C.S ... ------------------------------ ---------· ·--------7,077
7,498 ---------Captain P. G.D.Morton,A:C.S......
433
183,461 -------------------- ---------- ---------- --------------------

,Z
cj

..... -. do .••••.• - •. do _ . _••.•.•• ____ . _____ _ __ __ . _. ___ • __ . . _.• _•• _. _ . _ •••• _ ••• ___ •. _•• __ . _•.. __ • __

~

~ :::::~~~:::::.-~:::~~~:::::::::=~~:: ~=:::::::: ~::::::::: ----=~~:~- --~:=~=~~- ---i4;9o~- ~::::::::: ~::::~:::: ::::::=~~: . R

:! ::::::1~:::::: :J~:::: ::::::::::: ----- ~~~. --~~!: ~~~. :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::;i;~i~: :::::::::: ::::::::::

13

...... do ...... _.-.do .••..• - ••. _•• _. . _ •. __ • ___ .••• _ . _••.. _____ . __ . __ • ______ . . _____ • ___ . _ •• _••• _ _

14
15

...... do .••••. ~ •.. do .••. -·-·-···--· ---------· ·--------- ·--------· ---------15,000 ---------- ---------- ---------.••••• do .••••.••.. do •••• ----------·----- - ---- ---------- ---------- ---------- ---------- ---------· ·--------3tl5

'Total issued ___________ _

1,661

794,741

4,331

129,930

29,900

1

~.~172,

962

30, 071

95,405

. _•. _•• _. _

.

1,427

*For difference see abstract, February, 1865.

I certify that the above abstract is correct.
W. H. BELL,
Captain and Oommz8sary of Subsistence U. S. A.
OFFICE CHTRF f'oMMr~sA ny OF 8UBS1S1'ENOm.

D epartmet<t of Kew .Afexico, Santa

Fe,

N. lf, December 31, 1864.

2E5

APPENDIX.

Abstract if purchases on account if subsistence for the captive Ind1'ans in the
month, if Janum·y, 1865, by Captain W. H. Bell, commissary if subsistence,
United States army.
From whom purchased.

Date.
January 2
4

6
12
12
13
16
17
26

Wheat meal.

Wheat.

W. H. Moore & Co.......
39,700
--------do . .............
10,000
.• .. .•••. do.... •••• .••••.
37,600
Ceran St . Vrain.........
40,000
W . H . Moore & Co ••••••..••••••••••.
J. FuinrlenthaL ••••••••.••••••••••.
Lewis & Brother. ................... -.
W. H . Moore&Co.......
44,000
D. B. Maxwell.. • • • . • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • .
Total. •••••••••• . •••.

Corn.

Amount.

---------- --- ------- $5,796 20
1' 460 00
---------- -----· ••..
.••••.••. ... •••••••.. 5,489 60
5,840 00
.•••••••• . ---------·
1,635 59
---------14,869
5,000 00
---------87,500
913 36
13, 048 ....•••••.
6,424 00
--------- - --------- ·
3,501 08
. • ••• . • ••.
31, 8 28
13,048

171,300

134, 197

36,059 83

I certify that the above abstract is correct.

W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S. A.
OFFICE CHIEF CoMMJSSARY OF SuBSISTENCE,

Santa

Fe,

N.

M., January 31:

1865.

AbEtract if stons traniferred to o.f!icers for captive Indians in the month if
January, 1865, by Captain W. H Bell, commissary if subsistence United
States army.
Date.

To whom i:;sued.

No.

1865.
January 2
4
6

12
-12
13
16
17
26

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Wheat meal.

Wheat.

Corn.

Pounds.
Pounds.
Pounds.
39, 700 .•••.•• ___ .••• _•••••
Capt. P. G. D. Morton, A . C. S..
.••••. do ••••••••• . do .••••• __
10,000 ••••.••••..•••••••••
. ••••. do ...•.••••. do........
37,600 •••••••••. ---------40,000 -------·· · ---------Major Wm. McCleave, A. C. S.
______ do ••••.••••. do .••••••• ------------..........
14,869
Capt. Edmund Butler, A. C. S •.••.•••••••. --------··
87,500
.••••• do ••••.••••. do .••••.•..••••• ----13,048 ---~-- ••••
Major Wm. McCleave, A. C. S.
44,000 .••••••••..••••.••.•
.••••. do ••••.••••. do •••••.•• ------ -----· ---~-- ____
31,828
Total •••••••••••••••••••

171,300

13,048

134, 197

I certify that the above abstract is correct.
W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S. A.
OFFICE CHIEF CoMMISSARY OF SuBSISTENCE,

Santa

Fe,

New Mexico, January 31, 1865 .

.

.

Abstract

of purchases on account ifsubsistenccfm· captive

lndians ·in the month of Fehrum·y. 1865, by Captain W H. Bell, commissary of subsistence U. S. A.

J!rom whom purchased.

Date.

1865.
18
28
Feb.
1

Jan.

9

17
22
27

Beef-cattle.

Wheat.

Sheep.

Wheat
meal.

Corn.

Apricot
seed.

Head. I Pounds.
Bead.
Pounds.
Pounds.
Pounds.
Pounds.
Pounds.
Quartermastet's department .••••
10,000 , _____
.......
20
Lazaro Sunna ...••..•••.••••.••. ________ , __________ , ___ .. ____ , .. _ .. _______ ,.., ____ .. ___ .. , ____ ... ____
Thomas C. Bull .••••...••.•••••.
95,000 ----------,---------W. H. Moore & Co .............. .
38,964 \__________ ---------C. S. Hinckley .••• - .••••••.•••.
--------..
~~~
_
I.~:~~~~~~
--~i
~
S A Hubbell. ••••. ---- •••.••..
_______ .. , __________ ,..,1________ ,__________ , __________ ,_________ _
34,580 , _________ _
Andres Dold .••••..•••••••••••.
,
,
,
,
,
---- ~- ----~

____

_ 4;316

21

____ _____ ____ _____ _____

Total ................... ..

543 I 213,806-l-

4,376

___

998-,:::::::::: --·--· ---·

127,998

10,000

133,964

34,000

20

~).!)

00
OJ

Amount.

$751
3
11,400
6,994:
38,485
19,839
8,472

00
25
00
03!
12~

69
10

85,945 20i .

~

1-tj

tri

z

tj
H

I certify that the above abstract is correct.

W. H. BELL,
O.I!'FICE CHIJ<JF CoMMISSARY OF SuBSISTENCE,

Depr1.dment of New Mexico, Santa

Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S. A.

Fe,

N. M., February 20, 1865.

:<

•
Abstract

of stores

tran.iferred to f!!ficersfor captivr- Indians in the month of Febru,ary, 1865, by Captain W H Bell, commissary qf
subsistence United States a-rmy.

To whom issued.

Sheep.

Beef-cattle.

Head.

Pounds.

Captain P. G. D. Morton, A. C. S •••• ---.

Pounds.
__________
,____ ·'·--1·--------·

Ca~tain P. G. D.l\forton, A.
MaJOr Wm. McCleave, A. S
Captain Rufus C. Vose,A. C.
1\lajor Wm. McCleave, A. C.
Ma.jnr Wm. McCleave, A. C.
MaJor Wru. McCleave, A. C.
Major Wm. McCleave, A. C.

---------· -------- ~ --· ----·--------------------------------------· -----·-- -----···-·
---------· -------- -----·---213,8061- -------- ~ ------------------- 4,376
127,998
-------··· -------- -----·---·

Bead.
C. S •••••••.
C ·----·--- ·
S ••••••••••.
S .•••••••••.

··--·--·
·------·
------··
·------·
S...........
5!3
S ••••••••••. ---··--·
S ••••••.•••.•••••••.

Wheat.

Pounds.
193

10,000
---------·
--··-----·-----------·:-··-··
---------(~:')

Wheat
meal.

Corn.

Apricot
seed.

Pounds.

Pounds.

Pounds.

------------------95,000
38,964
------------------·
---·------

----·----- ---------·--------20
-----·---· ------------------------------------------------------------------34,580 ----------

~
~
~
~

z

tj
~

?'1

·------- ~ ----------

Total isssued .••• _ •••• ---------- •••.

543

213, 806!

4, 37o .

127,998

10,193

133,964

34,580

20

*For difference see abstract, December, 1864.

I certify that the above ab3tract is correct.

W. -H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsi~tence U. S. A.
OFFICE CniF.F CoMMISSARY OF SuBsiSTENCE·,
D epartment of New Mexico, Santa

Fe,

N. M., February 28, 1865.

t\!:)

00
-.:t

""

APPENDIX.

Ahstrar:t if purchases on ar:count if subsistence for captwe J,1dians during the
month qf MaTclt, 1865, by Captain JiV: H. Be.l, commissary if subsis 'cnce
United States army.
Date.

1865.
Ft~b.
10
March 6

From whom

purcba~ed

Corn.

AndresDold ....•. -----· ·--- •••.
W. H. Moore & Co _ ---- .... __ __
Quantity ...... ____ ........ ..

Pounds
. 2~, 74:7

28,747

Wheat meal.

Amount.

'

Pounds.

29,600

$27,043 01~
5,313 uo

29,600

12,35601}

I certify that the above abstract is correct.

W. H. BELL.
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U.
A.

s:

OFfiCE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE,

Department of New .lJfexico, Santa

Fe,

N. M., March 31, 1865.

A bstmct cif stm·es tranifered to qffice?·s for captive Indians .during the month if
Marc!~, 1865, by Captain W H. Bell, commissary if subsistence United
States army.

Date.

To whom issued.

.....
0

Coal .

Wheat meal.

Poltnds.

Pounds.

0

z
1865.
Feb.
18
March
6

1
2

Major Wm. McCleave, United States army
Captain W. L Rynerson .•••••. --------

28,747

Total issued ................... ..

28,747

29,600
29,600

I certify that the above abstract is correct.
W. H. BELL,
Captain and Oommtssary of Subsistence U. S. A.
OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE,

Departme1d of New iJfexico, Santa

Fe, N.

M, iJ!arch 31, 1865

•
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Abstract
mont!~

if purclwses on account cif

subsistence for captive Indians du?·ing the
if subsistence

qf April, 1865, by Captain W. H. Bell, commissary

United States army.
From whom purchased.

Date.

1865.
Feb.· 16
Mar. 14
17
.Aprill2
25

Wheat
meal.

·Beef-cattle.

Head.

Pounds.

Corn meal. Corn.

Pounds.

Pounds.

Amount.

P'da.

W.H.Moore&Co. ·-----· -------30,100 ···--···--· ·----· $4;394 60
W. H.Moore & Co. ----- ---- ____
27,016 ________ .;_ ------ 3,944 33
110 00
L B. MaxwelL ••. ------···--------·····-- •••••••••• 1,000
W. H. Moore& Co ..••••• ~------61,436 ····------ •••••• 11,027 76
Vicente Romero .•.. :.;.. •••• :. ••••. --~------23,602 .••••• 3,540 30
Vicente Romero'!. •• -·····...................
23,470 -·---- 3,520 50
H. B. Denman....
26
9, 620 · --------~- ------···· ------ 1,443 00
932 40
C. S, Hinckley_.___
14 · 5,180 •••••••••••••••• ----, --·-··
J

Quantity ••••••••

40

14,800

118,552

47' 072 1, 000

28, 912 89

I certify that the above abstract is -co.rrect.

W. H. BELL,
CaptaiTJ, and Commissary of Subsistence U. S. A.
OFFICE CHIEF COMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE,

Department of New Mexico, Santa Fe, N. M ', April30, 1865. ·

Abstract qf stores tmniferred to qjficers at Santa Fe, N. M., for captive Indians, during the month if Ap1·il, 1865, by Captain W. lL Bell, commissary
if subsistence. United States army . .

To whom issued.

Date.-

Beef-cattle.

Wheat
meal.

Corn meal.

Corn.

--------- ----------------1 ------------- ;---------;--------- ;~-------

1865
Feb. 16

1

Mar. 14

2

17
.April 12
12
25
25
25

3
4
5
6
7
8

Maj. Wm.McCl~ave,
A. C.S.
Capt W. L. Ryn~rwn,A.C S
.•• ·... do .•••••••••••
.' •• _•. do .••••.••• _..
.••••. do............
.••••. do .••••••••••.
.•• .;. •• do .•••••. :.....
•••••. do............
Total issued •••••

. Head.

Pounds.

.••••• .•••••••

Pounds.
30,100

Pounds .

Pounds.

.••••••••

--------·-

~----- -------··---•• • • • •
••••••
·----26
14
40

27,016
·
·
••••• ., ••••••••••• , -·-·-····1, 000
. • _•••• _ .
61, 43 6 •••••• __ • _ •• _. _. _•••
•••.••••• .••• . •• ••.
23,602 -----~----------- ---------23;470 ..•••••••••
9, 620 · ••••••••••••••••• ;,. •. -~---·····
5,180 .•••••• .;. •.•••••••••••••••••••
14,800

118,_552

47,072

1,000

I certify thM the above abstrac.t is con.-ect.
W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S, A.
OFFICE CHIEF CoMMISSARY OF SuBSISTENCE,

Department of

19

New Mexico, Santa Fe, N. M., April 30, 1865.

.Abstract of purchases on account of subsistence for captive Indians in the month of May, 1865, by Captain W. H. Bell, commissary
of. subsistence United States army.
~

•t:r

0.

Date.

I

From whom purchased. '

I

Flour.

1

Corn meal.

I

Wheat
meal.

~
Q.J
Q.J

"' .
_£
d

s0

8

.s

~

"0- •

~
Q.J

~

......

:§
C,)

Q.J"'
Q.J ....

~~
"8d
Q.J

c!l

---.---

Q.J

~

Q.J
Q.J

"<

ro

=
:9

.ul

s

-~

~

c!l

0.
:::::1

Pap's. P' ds.
------ ---···
.••••• -----·
·- .- --· •• ., ••.
.••••••• ., ••
91 -----·
.••••. -----·
·----- ------

0

~

=
....

No.
-----------·
-------- ·- ------·
-----------

-

=-d
o-2
....0
8 ffi

Q.J

....,[)

Amount .

d

~

11
11

Pounds,
Pounds.
Pounds. · P' ds. P' ds.
W. H. Moore & Co.----------'----- ...• ---- .... ---· ---------- . 18,396 ------ -~-·-Captain R. C. Vose, A. C. S .••••• -·--------- -------49,.640 ---------- -----· -----\V. H. ~1oore & Co------------------------ .••••••• •••••••••.
43,158 -----------GeorgeT. Beall'~--····-----·----·--------~-------·---.-----·---------14
30
Augustin M. Hunt')--------------------------·---·---------------------·-----·----GeorgeT. Beall .••••• -------------·-·····---··--·---------~·--------·· ··---40
W. H. Moore & Co ••• --------------------- •••••••• ·--------9,829 ---·-- •---

15
15
18
24
31
31 '
31
31.

Quartermaster'sdepartment ______ -----··--- -------- -----·--- · ··-------· ------------------ -----· 151 -----113 25
Ceran St. V.rain.-------·-'----------------- 49,033 ---------- -----··--- •••••••••••. ------ -----· ------ ••••••
7,354 ·95
43 25
(1-eorge T. Beall •••••.•••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••• -------------------· ............. ------ •••••. ------ 50
'Vebb & Cuniffe •••• ------------------···· -- -----·· ·----- ·---· ---------· •• ., ••• •-- .•. ·----26 •••••• -----· -------- ••••
Charles Blumner •••• ----------------~---·· .••••••. ·--------· ---------· ----·· •••••. ------------ .••••• 19
60 80
Hartford Gooch ••••••.••••. ---------------- ........ , ---------- , ---------- , .••••• ,------ , -----· , •••••• , ------ ,
2!:~ ,
3 00

1865. '
April 12
30
May
10
11
11

-----· $2,685 81!
------------ --····
-----·
6,301 06t
60
85 50
·-----·
15 16-i
60
77 70
••••••
1,435 03

~~e~~e:oo:r:r~ c·;_-_·_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_:::::~:::::::: :::::::. ~ ___ :::~~~- ---i3~932' :::::~ :::::: :::::: :::::: :::::~ :::::: t~~! ~~

____ _____ _____ ___ _______ ____ ___ ___ _______

Quantity and amount ........... --------.- I 49, 033

-

7"3,700

85,315

14

70

91

26

151

191Hr --------- --

* On one receipt.

I certify that the above abstract is correct.
OFFICE CHIEF CoMMISSARY OF SuBSISTENCE,

Santa

Fe,

N.

M,

JJfay 31, 1865.

t..:J
~

0

W. H. ~ELL, Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S. A.

~
~

'"d
tr:l

z

tj
~

!'<

Abstract of stores tranifen·ed to rdficers for tlte use

Date.

No.

of captive

To whom issued.

Flour.

Indians in tlw montlt

I

~
Cl.l

s
...o:i

0

0

1865.
Apr-il 12
30
May
10
11
ll

11
11
15
15
18
24
31
31
31

I

1

Pounds.
Pounds.
Captain W. L. Rynerson, A. C. S ·-·----· -------- --------··

of May,

1865, by Capt. W. Fl. Bell, 0. S. U. S. A.

.g

~

s

~

~d

....d
<I)

8
~

A

~

it

~

p.,
"0- .......
0

:B

"0
Q.l

.....~
:.8
0

CI.l

vtl.l 0

tl.l

~

d

~

Q.l

·-

Q.l

"0

p.,

~

~p.,

s

00

~
g3
o:i

·;
~

::l

p..

c!:5

~

-g·~

o:i

Q.l.

..-<

"0-

.

o:Jas
0+>

~

Q.l

8

.....
0

Amount.

gj

~ d

~

~

Pounds.
P' ds·. P' ds. Papers. P' ds. No. . P' ds.
18,396 ------ ··-·-- ·----· ••.•••· •••••. -----· ------------

~====~~~::::::::::~~:::::::::::::::::: :::::::: ___ ::::~~- ·--=~:~:~. ---i4' """3()" :::::::::::: :::::·: "6()--- ::::::::::::
~ ::::::~~::::· ::::::~~:::::: :::::::::::: :::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::: :::::: '""4()" ---=~-- :::::: :::::~ "6()--- ~:::::::::::

;
5
6
7
8
9
10
10
10
11

.••••. do .••••••••• do •••••••••••••••••. ·--·---- ---------9,829 -----· ·----· ------------ ···--· .••••. -----------. ••••. do •••••••••• do .••••.•••••••••••• ----·-··
24,060 ---------· ------------ ---·- ... ------ ------ ------ -----------.••••• do .••••••••• do ................... -------· ·--------·
13,932 ------ •••••..•••••.••_••. ------ ------ -----------.••••. do .•••.••••. do •••.•••••• -------------------------------·····------------------,.·.... 151 -----· - ---------·
Lieutenant Paul Dowlin, A. C. S •••••••• - 49,033 --·--·---- ---------- .••••.••••
Captain W. L. Rynerson, A. C. S .••·••••• -------· .••••••••. ------·--· ·----- ---.--- •••••. ···--- •••••• 50
--·---·-·--·
.••••• do ••••.••••. do.... . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • . . •• _••• _•..••••••••.••••••.•••• _ . • • . • •
2 6 _..... . •••••••••••• _••••
.••••• do .••••••••• do •••••••••••• ------ .••••••. ---------- ••••••••• _.•••••• ------ .••••• ------ ---·-- 19
-----------.••••• do •••• ~ ••••• do •••••••••••••• ---- -·.... ---- , .••••••••. ,------···· ,------ , .••••• , ------ , -----· ,----~- - , 2ii- , ---- ·- --- ----

~

..,1-0
t_:r:j

z

t:1
H

~

w • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • • • • • • • • • • •

___ _____ _____ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ _______

TotaL ........................... 1 49,033

73,700

85,315

14

70

91

26

151 ll91U ·------------

W. H. BELL, Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S . ..4..
OFFICE CmEF COMM.ISSA,ltY OF SunsiSTENCE,

l)epartment of New JJfexico, Santa

Fe, N. M.,

May 31, 1865.
1:'-:J
<:.D
1-6

Abstract

Date.

of ;purchases

on account

of

subsistence for captive Indians during t'he month
commissary of subsistence U. S. A.
Beef-cattl~.

From whom purchased.

Sheep.

--

1865.
June 1
3
4

10
13
3

16
17
22
12

~o_u_n~~:-

of June,

1865, by Captain W. H. Bell,

~:-.!)

<:.0
~:-.!)

Wheat
meal.

I Corn meal. I Flour.

Amount.

--

~~~:n~:·

Bead.
Pounds.
Bead. I
Pounds. I Pounds.
.•
_ .•
•• I
Vicente Romero ••••••••· •••••••••••• --···--· •••••••.••••••••••
30, 643 ··-· ···-·· $4,5!}6 45
33,430 50
C. S. Hinckley...............................
437
18(), 725
18,406 75
Santiago L. Hubbell ......... ·• ·----· ••• .• •••••.•••••••••••.• •••••• 4,880
103,700 ·----· ---W. H. Moore & Co ••••• , ..................................... . ··-· ---- ...... ---3,519 76!
24, 108
7,663 97!
Ceran St. Vrain ....... ....................................... ·--~ .• -- •• -·· . ----- --- 52' 4 93
14,8.44
2, 167 22-!
W. H. Moore & Co·----· •••••• --···---·----· ............... ---· •••••••..••••• ____
13,230 95!
· W. H . Moore & Co ••• ·--~ •·•••••••••••••••••••·. -~~- •••••••••••••. ... ---· ...... ---90,623
15,847 73!
Jose Ma. Gallegos •••••••••••••••••••••.••••..••• --~- .••••••••. 4,105
89,283 ·----· ·--·
1,832 15!Ceran St. Vrain .••••.•••••••• - -- ••• ~... • • • • .. . • • • • • • . •• • • • ••••.
...... ---- . 12,549.
6,160 35
41,069
Ceran St. Vrain •••••• --~·-· •.• ••••••• ·•••••••••.••••••..••••••••.
- . _....:..--~-1-..- - 1 -·- - - 1 - - - - 1 ·-___ ,_ _ _ _ , _ _ _ _
194,617
41,069 1 106,855 86
Quantity .• .- • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • ••• ·••••••
437 .I 185,,725 1 8, 985 I 192,983
30,64:3

~

'"d
'"d
t?;j

ztj
1-4

~
I certify that the above al:sfract is correct.

OFFICE CHIEF Co:~rM:rssARY oF SunsisTENcE,
Department of New Mexico, Santa

W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U.

Fe,

N. M., June 30, 1865.

S.. A.

Ahsb·act

o/ stores transferTed to officers at

Santa

Fe,

New Mexico, for captive Indians, during the month

o/ June,

1865.

~

Q.)

..d

I

Date.

0

::s

To whom

0·

i~:sued.

Beef-cattle.

Sheep.

I>

Wheat
meal.

Corn meal. I Flour.

.....0
0

-~-

1865.
June 1
3
3
4

10
12
13
16
17
22

-

z

Head.
Pounds.
IIead.
Pounds.
Captain W. L. Rynerson, A. C. S .•••••••••••••••••. ·-·--··- .•••
2 .••••. do .••••••••••••••••. do ..•••••••• ~ ___ • _•• .".... _. __ • __ . . ••••••.•..••• ---. . •• --- • • • .
3
4

Pounds.

Pounds.

w·---- -------- ····-----· ---------·
30,643
14, 844 • . • • • • • • • .

1

:::::·:~~::::·::

Pounds.
---------·
• ___ • __ • __

:::::: ::::::~~ :::::::::::::::::::::: ----~~~- --~~~:~=~- ··4;88o- ·-ios~7oo- ::::::~::: :::::::::: ::::::::::

5 .••••. do .••••••••••.•••••• do ••••••••••.••••••••••. ----------·-·------------·---------24,108
6 Lieutenant Paul Dowlin, A. C. S •• ·•• ····------······ -------- -·--·-----· -------· -----······ ---------7 Captain W. L. Rynerson, A. C. S -----~---···· •••••. ----·--- --··------ -------· ~---··---52,493
8 .••••• do ..•.. ~~----- .••••. do •••••••••••• ·---·-·-··--------·-·------·-----------------·
90,623
9 .••••. do •••••••••••••••••. do .••••••••••••••••••••• -----------------· 4,105
89,283 ---------12, 54 9
10 .••••. do ................. :. •• do •••••••••••• ~ ·•••••• _.. • _. _••• _ • • • • • • • • • -.-- ---. . - •• - •••.. ·

-----------------------·--·------------------•.•••• •••.

---------41,069
---------·
-·-·--------------·
• •••••••••

f>-

1-d
1-d
trj

ztj

~

~

----~-----~---- ~ -----~-----J-----1------

Total issued •••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••·••••

437

185,725

8,985

192,983

194,617

30,643

41,069

I certify that the above abrotract is correct.

W. H. BELL,
Captain and Commissary of Subsistence U. S. A.
OFFICE CIIIEF COJ\IMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE,

Dfpartment of New Mexico, Santa

Fe, N. M., June 30, 1865.

~

t:.O
Oj
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DISTRICT oF NEw MExiCo, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., October 22, 1865.
MAJOR: Mr. Lorenzo Labadie, Indian agent, has written a letter in which the following
sentence occurs:
"In March last I was informed by the officer in command at Fort Sumner that, under
superior orders, my services as agent were not any more needed at the reservation, as all
control over the Indians was conferred to the military department of New ¥exico, which
order, in my opinion, was given by the military in consequence of my solemn protest made .
against the unwholesome food furnished by the military department to the Navajo Indians,
who were frequently fed on meat from cattle that died of disease, and meat of horse.~ and mules."
The general commanding directs that you have this matter thoroughly investigated, and
report the result in writing to these headquarters.
· ·
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.
ERASTU~ W. WOOD,
Captain 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V. 1 .A. A • .A. General.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,
Commanding Fort Sumner, N. M.
Official:

CYRUS H. DE FORREST, .Aide-de·Oarnp.

HEADQUARTERS FoRT SuMNER, NEw MExico,
November 3, 1865.
MAJOR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, from district headquarters, of a
communication dated Santa Fe, New Mexico, October 22, 1865, relative to a letter written
by Mr. Lorenzo Labadie, Indian agent, and in which he states that the Indians on this
reservation were frequently fed on meat from cattle that died of disease, &c. In reply to
the above, I will state that since my arrival at this post, on the 7th of last January, this is
the first intimation I have had that diseased meat had ever been issued to the Indians, or
that Mr. Labadie had made any protest in the matter. As an offset to all such slanderous
statements, I herewith enclose affidavits of the men in charge of the principal herder on
the reservation, who delivers all thA animals for slaughter, and weighs the meat before it
is issued to the Indians. So far as I am concerned, or could discover, the military authorities at this po&t have alway!'! been at much pains, not to say expense, to ameliorate the
condition of the India1.1s. It was, perhaps, owing to friends of the reservation of Mr. Labadie's stripe that on yesterday the I!ldians were afraid to attend the feast, (harvest home,}
lest a trap had been set to poison them. This Territory is much indebted to citizens who
condescend to lead the savage mind astray, and to such the blame of many of the atrocities committed may justly be attributed. Mr. Labadie states that his removal from here
was caused in consequence of his rrotesting against the Navajo Indians being furnished unwholesome food. This, so far as I know, has not been the case. The prevailing opinion
here on that occasion was, that he (Labadie) was removed for the reason that some seventyseven head of government oxen, select ones, were discovered in his (Mr. Labadie's) herd.
This at a distance of probably forty miles from this post. To speak plain, and call ,things
by their proper names, this looked like stealing. However, Mr. Labadie may have been
innocent of any knowledge of the fact, notwithstanding, on the 27th of last March, he acknowledged to Lieutenant E. Edgar that he had intended and agreed to purchase from
Captain Morton the cattle alluded to above.
The officers at this post, regardless of the opinions or slanders of others, as they have
heretofore, will continue to perform their duties toward the Indians in a proper manner.
Nevertheless, they trust the time is t:~ot far distant when they will be relieved of all such
disagreeable and unmilitary duties as they are now obliged to perform regarding the Indians. .
I am, maJor, respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM McCLEAVE,
Ma;'or 1st California Cavalry, Commanding.
Major BEN. C. CuTLER,
Ass't Ad;"t General, District of New Mexico, Santa Fe, N. M.

will

Official:

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., November 8, 1865.
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, .Aide-de-Camp.

295

APPENDIX.
TERRITORY OF NEW MExiCo,

County of San Miguel:

This 2d day of November, 1865, before me, R. E. Comins, second lieutenant 1st Cali·
fornia cavalry, p<>-'lt adjutant at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, personally came Charles Hardison, who, being duly sworn according to law, doth declare and say: That he has been in
charge of a large herd of government beef-cattle for issue to Indians on this reservation
since the 11th day of January, 1865, and that to the best of his knowledge and belief no
disea~:~e d meat of any description has been issued to the Indians, and that some time since,
when a number of beef-cattle died of disease, the commanding officer ordered deponent to
prevent the Indians taking away the meat lest it should make them sick.
·
.
CHARLES HARDISON.
Sworn and subscribed .to before me, at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, the day and date fi,rst
written:
R. E COMINS,
Second Lieutenant 1st California Cavalry, Post Adjutant.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF :NEW MEXICO,

Santa

Official:

Fe, N. M., November 8,

1863.

CYRU.3 H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.

'fERRIT-:>RY OF NEw MExrco,

County qf San. Miguel:

. This 2d day of November, 1865, before me, R. E. Comins, second lieutenant 1st California cavalry, post adjutant at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, personally came Philip W.
Sampson, and does solemnly swear that he has had charge of all the cattle and sheep on
thi8 reservation for issue to Indians since the 27th day of last January, and that during the
whole period no diseased meat of any description has been issued to the Indians, and that
during the past summer, when some cattle in the herds died of disease, the commanding officer, Major William McCleave, upon learning that the Indians took away part of the meat,
told deponent to give orders to the herders not to allow the Indians to carry away such
meat, ·]est it should cause sickness among them Deponent further states that he has delivered all the cattle and sheep for slaughter since the date above mentioned.
PHILIP W. SAMPSON.
Sworn and subscribe:! to before me, at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, the day and d·a te first
written.
R. E COMINS,
Second Lieutenant 1st California Cavalry, Post AdJutant.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NEW l\1EXICO,

Santa

Official:

Fe, N. M,

November 8, 1865.

CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.

TERRITORY OF NEw MExiCo,

County of San Miguel:

This 2d day of November, 1865, before me, R. E Comins, second lieutenant 1st California cavalry, post adjutant at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, pen;onally came Hugh Collum,
who, being duly sworn according to law, doth declare and say: That he has been in charge
of a large herd of government beef-cattle for issue to Indians ori this reservation since the
18t day of March, 1865, and that to the best of his knowledge and belief no diseased meat
of any description has been issued to the Indians, and that some time since, when a number
of cattle died of disease, t4e commanding officer ordered deponent to prevent the Indians
taking away the meat, lest it should make them sick.
·
bis

HUGH+ COLLUM.
Witness: PHILIP W . SAMPSO~.

mark.
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Sworn and subscribed to before me, at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, the day and date first
written.
R. E. COMINS,
Second Lieutenant Ist California Cavalry, Post Ad.fv.tant.
HEADQUARTERs DISTRICT OF NEw ME;nco,

Santa

Fe,

N. M., November 8, 1865.

Official:
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.

County of San Miguel:
This 2d day of November, 1865, before me, R. E Comins, second lieutenant 1st Cali·
fornia cavairy, post adjutant at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, personally came Jose Jaramillo,
and does solemnly swear that he has been in charge of a he1 d of government beef-cattle
and sheep for issue to Indians on this. reservation since the 1st day of January, 1865, and
that to the best of his knowledge and belief no diseased meat of any description bas been
issued to the India.ns, and that some time since, when a number of cattle died of disease,
deponent received instructions from the commanding officer, Major William McCleave, to
prevent the Indians taking away the meat, lest it should cause sickness among them.
TERRITORY OF NEw MEXICO,·

his

JOSE X JARAMILLO.
mark.

Witness: PHILIP W. SAliPSON.

Sworn and subscribed to before me, at _Fort Sumner, New Mexico, the day and date first
writtan.
R. E. COMINS;
Second Lieutenant 1st California Cavalry, Post Arljutaut.
HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO,

-

Santa

Fe,

N. M., November 8, 1865.

Official:
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.
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Abstract of money expenditure by the quartermaster's department, in the military department of New
Mexico, for the tramportation of NavaJo Indians from the NavaJo country to the Bosque Redondo,
and the money value of quartermaster's stores issued to said Indians.

Date.
1864.
Mar. 8
8
21
21
5

5

May 1
1
1
1
July 31
Aug.25
31
31
31

:n
31

Dec. 10
31
Mar:-

To whom paid.

By whom paid.

At what post.

Amount.

Remal'ks.

J. W. Whiten ton . • . . A. A. quarterm'r Los Pinos, N. M .. $1, 200 00
Jose Jaramillo ......... jlo .... do ..........do ..... do .... 2, 000 00 ·
Salvador Armijo ....... do .... do ......... do ..... do....
500 00
Ambrosio Armijo ...... do .... do ......... do ..... do .... 1, OOtl 00
J. l\f. Luna ............ do .... do ......... do ..... do....
900 00 Train took wheat from. Los
Pinos to Fort Canby.
Rafael Luna ........... do .... do .... , ... -.do ..... do.; .. 1, 875 00
Do.
do.
do.
J. Placido Romero ..... do .... do ....... ~.do ..... do .. ..
300 00
Jose de Je~nsCastillo ... do .... do ......... do .... ; do .. ..
375 00
SantiagoLuna ......... do .... do ......... do ..... do .. ..
375 00
SantiagoLuua ... : ..... do .... do ..........do ..... do .. ..
960 00
J. W. Whitenton ... , .. do .... do ......... do ..... do .. .. .252 00
Jose Auto. Otero ...... do .... do ......... do ..... do .. ..
50 00
J. M. Luna ......~ ...... do .... do ......... do ..... do .. .. 1, 020 00 Took Co. E, 5th U. S. inf., ta
Fort Sumner, N. M.
:r. M.Luna;(demur'ge) .. do .... do: ........ do ..... do.... 200 00 Paid on certificate of Capt. I.
Thompson, 1st N. M. cav.,
by order of Capt. Enos.
Felipe Chaves ......... do .... do ......... do ..... do .... 1;800 00
Bonifacio.Chaves ...... do .... do ..... ~ ... do ..... do ..,..
900 00
Desidero Sanches ...... do .... do ......... do ..... do....
200 00
Consisted of blankets, brass
kettles, camp kettles, and
Money value of quardomestic, transferred by
termaster's stores ..... do .... do ......... do .... ; do .. ~. 7, 427 35
{ Col. McFerran, Capt.Enos,
and Lieut. Butler,
Rafael Chaves ...•.•.. . do .••. do..... Ft. Wingate, N. M.
300 00 5wagons, at$60each, tookindians to Bosque Redondo.
do.
do.
Pablo Pino ............ do .... do ......... do ..... do....
240 00 4 do.
620 lbs. wheat, at 8 3-5 cents
Money value of quarper lb. ; 62 grain sacks, at
termaster's stores ..... do .... do ......... do ..... do....
571 95
{ 62 cents each, by order of
department commander.
Money value of quartermaster's stores ..... do .... do ..... Ft. Canby, N. M.
131 80 Issued during 1864.
Governme't transportation used in moving Indians ._......................................... 25, 000 00
Total amount . paid
and money value of
stores issued .......................................... 47; 578 10

A. B. CAREY, ·oapt. 13th lnf., V: S. A.,
For H. M. ENOS, Col. and Chief Quartermaster.

SANTA F:E, N. M., July 31, 1865.

NAVAJO FARM, February 4:, 1865.
I have the honor to submit the following report, showing you the progress
made, day by day, in ploughing .on the Indian farm from the 7th day of last month (the
date of last report) to date :
Amount of land ploughed last report, 4:95 acres.
Tuesday, January 10-gronqd ploughed in the afternoon with 5 ox ploughs..... 2~ acres.
Wednesday, January 11-ground ploughe? in the afternoon with 5 ox ploughs.. 2~ acres.
GENERAL:

Amount of land ploughed this week .................................. .

5 · acres.

Monday, January. 16-land ploughed this afternoon wit.h 21 -p loughs ••••.••••
Tuesday·, January 17-land plonghed this afternoon with 21 ploughs •••• .-••••
Wednesday, January 18-land ploughed this afternoon with 22 ploughs ......
Thursday, January 19~land ploughed this afternoon with 22 ploughs .••••••
Friday, January 20-land ploughed all day with 21 ploughs •••••••. ~- ••••••

11 acres.
H acres.
11! acres.
11~ acres.
21 acres.

Amount of land ploughed this week ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

66 acres.
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Monday, January 23-nothing done this week.
Monday, January 30-land ploughed this afternoon, 3 ox ploughs ' .•••••.••••
Tuesday, January 31-land ploughed all day, 28 ploughs_ .•••. _.: •••••••••• ·
Wednesday, February 1-land pl<mghed all day, 28 ploughs .•••••. : ....... .
Thursday, February 2-land ploughed all day, 27 ploughs (man sick) ..•••••
Friday, February 3-land ploughed all day, 29 ploughs .•••••.••••••• ·----·
Saturday, February 4-storming.
Total amount of land ploughed this week .••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••

1~

28
28
27
29

acres.
acres.
acres.
acres.
acres.

113~

acres.

Total amount of land ploughed to date above on the old Apache Indian farm, 679t acres.

Remarks.- I find that my estimate of one acre per day to the plough is too low. I am
of the opinion that the ploughs are doing from one-third to one- h tlf more than I have set
them at.
·
By exchanging six or eight mules that I now have for better ones, and allowing for the
necessary loss of time in repairing ploughs, I can run thirty ploughs every day, and with
thi~ number of ploughs I am quite sure that from two hundred and fifty to two hundred and
eighty acres of ground can be ploughed per week, when the animals get stronger and the
weather favorable for work. Much time has been lost on account of the manner in which the
blacksmiths do their work. Some of them, it t>eems, neither knowhow nor care to make their
work good and ~ubstantial. New work that thf;y turn out is heavy in metal, and to look ·
at it you would pronounce it serviceable, but the iron is burnt and made worthless before
the article is finished If this could be remedied much time could be saved.
There has been but little work done on the ditches since my last report. The weather
has been cold, and all the Indian labor has been used in preparing the land for the plough.
Respectfully, your most obedient servant,
·wiLLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
Superintendent of Labor on Indian Farm.

Brigadier General M. M. CROCKER,
Commanding Fort Sumner.

NAVAJO FARM, February 11, 1865.
GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report oJ the amount of land ploughed
for the week ending February 11, to wit:
Amount ploughed last report, 679t acres.
Monday, February 6-ground froze.
Tuesday, February 7-ground froze.
Wednesday, February 8-ground froze.
Thursday, February 9-ground froze.
Friday, February 10-ground froze.
Saturday, February 11-gronnd froze.
Total amount. of .land ploughed, 679t acres.
I have the honor, general, to be your most~obedient servant,
WILLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
~uperintendent

of Labor on Indian Farm .

NAVAJO FARM, February 18, 1865.
GENERAL : I have the honor to submit the following report of the amount of land ploughed
for the week ending February 18 :
Whole amount of land ploughed last report, 679! acres.
Monday, February 13-ploughs 29 .•••••.•••••• ··---~ ••••••••••.••••••••••• 29 acres.
Tuesday, February 14--ploughs 30 •.••••. ------ •••••••••• ------·----- ••• 30 acres.
'Yedner::day, February 15-ploughs 30 ................ ·------------. ------- 30 acres.
Thursday, February 16-ploughs29 ______ --------------•----·····------·· 29 acres.
Friday, February 17-ploughs 29 .••••• -------··---- •••••••• ~----· ~--- ---- 29 acres.
Saturday, February 18-ploughs 29 ••• ~ ......... ;~ ............. ·o·- ---~---· 29 acres.
Amount ploughed this week •••••••••••••••• ~- ....................... 176 acres.
Whole ~mount ploughed, 855t acres.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
WILLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
Superintendent of Labor on Indian Farm.
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NAVAJO FARM, February 25, 1865.
MAJoR: I have the honor to submit the following report for the week ending February
25, showing the amount of land ploughed for the week:
Amount ploughed last report, 855~ acres.
Monday, February 20-ploughs 30---- •••••••••••••• ---- .•••• -------- •••• 30 acres.
Tuesday, February 21-ploughs 30 .••••••••••••••.••••• ·----- •••• ----.···· 30 acres.
Wednesday,. February 22-ploughs 30 •••••• _ -----· __ -·-· •••••••• _ •••• ••• • 30 acres.
Thursday, Fclbruary 23-snowing.
Friday, February 24-snowing.
Saturday, February 25___:_snow t~o deep to plough.
Amount of land ploughed this week....................... ..........

90 acres.

Whole amount ploughed, 945z acres,
Respectfully submitted:
WILLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
Superintendent of Labor on Indian FarmN
NAVAJO FARM, March 4, 1865.
MAJOR : I have the honor to submit the weekly report showing the amount of land
ploughed for the week ending March 4, 1865:
Amount ploughed last report, 945~ acl'es.
Monday, February7 -snow too deep toplough.
Tuesday, February 28-snow too deep to plough.
Wednesday, March 1-with 26 ploughs .••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ---- •••• 26 acres.
Thursday, March 2-with 30 ploughs ••••.••••• ------------·--------·-··· 30 acres.
Friday, Murch 3-with 13 ploughs; afternoonindiansleft ••.• ·------------7 acres.
Saturday, March 4-with 26 ploughs ; 3 ploughs lent to companies to plough
company gard~ns; forenoon ground froze •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~--- •••• 14 acres.
Amount ploughed this week .••••••.• •••• ··---- ••••••••••• :·--~------

77 acres.

Whole amount ploughed, 1,022t acres; 15 acres was sown in Pimo wheat.
Re8pe ctfully submitted:
WILLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
Superintendent of Indian Farm.
NAVAJO FARM, March 11, 1865.
MAJOR : I have the honor to submit the following weekly report, showing the progress
made in ploughing for the week ending March 11, 1865 :
·
Amount ploughed last report, 1,022i acrel'!.
Monday, March 6-with 28 ploughs .••••••• ____ •••••••••••••••••••• __ •••• 28 acres.
Tuesday, March 7-with 20 ploughs; 8 men relieved •••••.••••••••••. ---· 20 acres.
Wednesday, liarch 8-with 28 ploughs •••••••••••••••• ·--- ·----- ---·· •••• 28 acres.
Thursday, March 9-with 28 ploughs •••••• ---- ••••••..••••••••••••• ·--·-- 28 acres.
Friday, March 10-with 29 ploughs .••••• -----·---·---- •••• ____ •••• -----. 29 acres .
. saturday, March 11-with 29 ploughs------------------..:----------·----- . 29 acres.
Amount ploughed this week •••••••••••••••• ·--------~ •••••• ------ 162 acres.
Total amount ploughed, 1, 184z acres.
Of the amount ploughed this week sixty acres was sowed in wheat.
·
I have the honor to be your most obedient servant,
WILLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
Superintendent of Labor on Indian Farm.
NAVAJO FARM, March 18, 1865.
MAJOR: I have the honor to subniit the following weekly report, showing the amount
· of land broken up for the week ending March 18, 1865 :
Whole amount last report, 1,148 acres.
M.o nday, March 13~twenty-seven ploughs, all day .••••••••••.• ---- •••• ---- 27 acres.
Tuesday, March 14-twenty-seven ploughs, all day .••••• ---- •• -----~-...... 27 acre.:;.
Wednesday, March 15-twenty-six ploughs, all day •••••••••••• --~- ___ .---. 26 acres.
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Thursday, March 16-twenty-five ploughs, all day .••••••••••••••••• _ •••••• 25 acres.
Friday, March 17-twenty-three ploughs, all day-··· •••• _.................. 23 acres.
Saturday, March 18-twenty-two ploughs, all day .••••••••••••••••••••••••• . 22 acres.
Amount ploughed this week .................................... --~"' 150 acres.
Respectfully submitted :
WILLIAM P.CALLOWAY,
Superintendent of Labor on N11va}o Farm.
NAVAJO FARM, March 25, 1865.
MAJOR: I have the honor to submit the weekly report showing the amount of land
ploughed for the week ending March25 :
Whole amount last report, 1,2_98 acres.
Monday, March 20--too windy to work.
TuetSday, March 21-twenty-three plo-qghs, all day........................... 23 acres.
Wednesday, March 22_:_twenty-three ploughs, all day •• :. ••••••••••••• .•••••• 23 acres.
Thursday, March 23-twenty-one ploughs, all daY---~ •••••••••••• _ •••• ----- 21 acres.
Friday, March 24-twenty-three ploughs, all day-.~---···· •••••••••• ~ ••••• . 23 acres.
Saturday, March 25-twenty-five ploughs, all day •••••••••••••• ·-··----~--- 25 acres.
Amount ploughed this week •••••• .; ••.••••••••••• ·.................. 115 acres.
Respectfully S\lbmitted:
WILLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
of Labor on Indian Furm.

Su_rerinten~ent

NAVAJO FARM, April!, 1865.
MAJOR : I have the honor to submit the following weekly report of ploughing done on .
the Navajo farm for the week ending April l, 1865 :
Whole amount ploughed last report, 1,413 acres.
Monday, March 26-twenty-four ploughs .•••••••••••••••.•••••••••••• ···--~ 24 acres.
Tuesday; March 27-seventeen ploughs; moved camp to-day ............... .. 17 acret~.
Wednesday, March 28-twenty-three ploughs •••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••• 23 acres.
Thursday, March 29-twenty-three ploughs .••••••••••••••••••••••• ··=-· •••• 23 acres.
Friday, March 30-twenty-three ploughs •••• ·--~ .••••••.••••••••••••••• --·· 23 acres.
Saturday, April 1-twent,y-three ploughs ................................. . 23 acres.
Amount ploughed this week .. ":" ••••••••••••• ~--- ••••••••••••••••••• 133 acres.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
Superintendent of Labor onindian Farm.

·

Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,
1st California Cavalry, Commanding J?vrt Sumner, N. M.

NAVAJO FARM, April8,1865.
MAJOR: I have the honor to submit the following weekly report of the amount of
ploughing done on the Navajo farm for the week ending April 8, 1865:
Amount last report, 1,546 acres.
Monday, April 3-twenty-five ploughs...................................... 25 acres.
Tuesday, April4-twenty-four ploughs ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• .' ••••• 24 acres.
·
Wednesday, April 5-too windy to work. .
Thursday, April6-twenty-four ploughs ••••••••••••••• ,;. ••••••••••••·••••••• 24 acres.
Friday, April 7-twenty-three ploughs ••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••• ------ .••••• · 23 acres.
Saturday, April 8-twenty ploughs; three teams sent to plough for Captain
Rynerson ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ..............·~... • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • 20 acres.
Amount ploughed this week ......................................... 116 acres.
Respectfully submitted :
. W. P. C.A!LLOWAY,
Superintendent Of Labor on Indian Farm.
HEADQUARTERS FoRT SUMNER, N. M., Aprill3, 1865.
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NAVAJO FARM, April15, 1865.
· MAJOR : I have the honor to submit the following report, showing the amount of land
ploughed for the week ending April 15, 1865 : ·
Amount last report, 1,662 acres.
Monday, April 10- twenty-two _ploughs; three ploughs sent to Captain Rynerson ____ .•••••. ·••••.•••••••••••• -------- •••••••••• ..••. - ••••.••• ~--- 19 acreil.
Tuesday, April 11-twenty-one ploughs ; three ploughs sent to Captain Ry- .
nerson. _•..••••.•••••..• ~ •••••••••••••• ;, ••••••••••.•• _••••••• _••·•• __ _ 18 acres.
Wednesday, April12-nineteen ploughs; three ploughs sent tQ Captain Rynerso n .••••.•••••••••••••••.•••••.•• _... • •••••.• _••• _.•••••• __ ••••••• _ 16 acres.
Thursqay, .April 13____:_t_w enty-two ploughs; three plough!> sent to Captain Rynerson __ ••••• ~ •••••••••.•••••..••••••••••••.•• _••••• " ..••••• •·..: •.• •••••.• 19 acres.
Friday, April14:-twenty-three ploughs •••••••••.•••••·.; ••••••••••••••••••• 23 acres.
Saturday, .April15-twenty-three ploughs •••••••••••••••••• .••••.•••••••••• 23 acres.
118 acres.
Respectfully submitted :
WILLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
Superintendent of .Labor on Indian Farm.
Major WILLIAlll McCLEAVE,
1st California Cavalry, Commanding l[ort Sumner.
NAVAJO FARM, April22, 1865.
MAJoR : I have the honor to submit the following ·weekly report of the ploughing done
on the Navajo farm for th'::l week ending April 22, 1865 : .
.
Amount last report, 1, 780 acres.
Monday, April17-twenty-four ploughs................................... 24: acres.
'fuesday, April 18-:-twenty-:five ploughs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . 25 acres.
Wednesday, April19-twenty-four ploughs •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• . 24 acres.
Thursday, April 20~snowing.
Friday, April 21-twenty-two ploughs •••••••••••• -------······............ 22 acres.
_Saturday, April 22-twenty-two plouqhs •••••••••••••••••• -:---. •••• •••• •••• 22 acres.
Amount ploughed this week •• __ •••••• • • • • • • • • • • ••• • •• • • ••• • •••• •• • • 117 acres.
HeRpectfully submitted:
WILLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
Superintendent of Labor on Indian Farm.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,
_
.
1st California 0(1valry, Commanding Fort Sumner.
NAVAJO FARM, A.pril29, 1865.
MAJOR : I have the honor to submit t.he following weekly report for the week ending
April 29, 1865 :
·
Amount ploughed last report, 1,897 acres.
Monday, April 24-twelve ploughs •••••• ---·--- ................... -------- 12 acres.
'l'uesday, April 25-twelve ploughs .••••• ------ •••••• --------- .••• ---- •••• 12 acres .
. Wednesday, April 26-twenty ploughs .••••••••••••••••••••• ---- ••••••••••• 20 acres.
Thun.day, April 27:-seventeen ploughs, (three planting corn) ••••.••••••••••• 17 acres.
Friday, April 28--:fifteen ploughs, (four planting corn)-- •••••••••• _----: ___ • 15 acres.
Saturday, April 29-sixteen ploughs, (four planting corn •••••.•••••• :. ••• ---- 16 acres .
.A111ount of land broke this week ••••••••••• ~...... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

92 acres.

Respectfully submitted :
W:O.LLIAM P. CALLOWAY,
Superintendent of Labor on Indian Farm.
Major WILLIAM McCLEAVE,
1st California Cavalry, Commanding.
DEPARTMENT OF
Official:

NEW

MEXICO, ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., July 1, 1865.
BEN. C. CUTLER,
.As3istant AdJutant General.
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FoRT CRAIG, NEw MEXICO, June 23, 1865.
CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report that I left Fort Sumner on the 15th instaat, per
special order from Major McCleave, commanding Fort Sumner, with Captain B. Fox and
forty-five enlisted men of the lst California cavalry, in pursuit of Navajo Indians, reported
to have escaped from the reservation. I took the direct route to Fort Stanton, saw but
one small trail leading south, some fifteen or eighteen horses, about fourteen miles from
Sumner. At Fort Stanton I drew ten days' rations and . started for the Oscura mountains,
as per agreement with Major McCleave. I left the Ojo Milagno June 20, at 6 a. m., crossed
the Mal Pah;, and in the afternoon at the Tanks at the foot of the Oscura found an Indian
trail. The Indians had used up all the water. I followed them up the mountain and
found a great many more tracks coming in. About 5 o'clock p. m. I came up with the
rancherio, captured four horses, one mule and one burro, and one child about three years
old. The Indians all made their e~>cape, their camp being in a very rough canon. 1 destroyed everything in the village, broke up some twenty-five bows and a great many arrows.
The only water I could find was some the Indians had in camp, gathered from rocks
and a f?mall fSpring. Not being able to procure water for my horses, I started for the Rio
Grand-e at 1 o'clock a. m., and arrived at San Pedro at 11~ a.m ., June 21. I had to leave
both men and horses, given out for want of water, but got them all in in the afternoon by ·
sending them water from San Pedro. Some forty or fifty mounted Indians started in the
direction of San Andreas. 'Ihe Indians evidently suffered from the want of water, as they
dug holes in every ravine, but without success. In my opinion it is impossible for a large
number to cross lower down than the Oscura mountains, as the whole country is dried up
and no grass on the prairie. On arriving at San Pedro my horses had travelled nearly a
hundred miles without water. On the 22d I encamped near La Mesa and reported to Colonel Rigg, who has ordered me to proceed to La Joya and Abo Pass to-morrow morning.
A Navajo boy of the Cebolleta tribe, with me, tells me that most of the Indians of the
village I destroyed belong to Delgadita Largo's tribe. There were from twenty to twentytwo camp-;fires, and there must have been about eighty or ninety Indians at this camp.
· Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EMIL FRITZ,
MaJor lsl California Cavalry;
Captain BEN. C. CuTLER, A. A. G.,

Department of New Mexico, Santa

Fe,

N. M.

HEADQUARTERS FORT CRAIG, NEW ME.."Uco, July 2, 1865.
MAJOR: Pursuant to orders reQeived from department headquarters on the 23d of June,
1865, I have the honor to state that I left this post on the fvllowing day for Los Pinos,
where I arrived Gn the 27th ultimo, having received information there that five hundred
Navajoes, with Captain Bra<ly and his company of lst New Mexico cavalry in pursuit, were
making toward San Andreas Pal:)s. I left immediately for La Joya, where Lieuteni:l.nt
Crouch, lst veteran infantry California volunteers, and company was stationed. On arriving
at that point I made the following disposition of the troops, having induced Captain Juan
Carrio at that place with thirty of his men (militia) to take the field : I ordered Lieutenant Crouch to proceed with a detachment of his company to Abo Pass, taking with him
some of the militia to act as guides, and eight men of company H, 1st cavalry CalifOJ nia
volunteers, and the remainder to patrol and guard the crossings of the river p conjunction
with the balance of his company ldt from San Pedro to Los Pmos.
·
A detachment of cavalry, under the command of Lieutenant William Oman, 1st veteran
infantry California volunteers, guards the crossings from San Pedro to La Mesa; Captain
Fountain and party of militia at Paraje connects with the detachment of men under command of Lieutenant Billings, 1st cavalry California volunteers, on the Jornado del Mu.erto;
and with General Montoya's sixty militia stationed at the Sierra Caballos to intercept any
Ind1ans attempting to cross the river ab.ove or below, and Captain B'rench at F ort McRae,
with the pickets at the different crossings of the river, and the command at this post under
Captain Chapman, 1st veteran infantry California -volunteers, ready to act in any direction,
every avenue of escape across is closed from :3an Diego crossing to Los Pinos. Lieutenant
John E. Oliphant, with a detachment of companies Hand M, of the 1st cavalry California
volunteers, amounting to thirty-six men, have left this day to join Lieutenant Sanburn's
command of twenty caYalry at · the Cienega, Navajo, Tularosa, or Rita Quamado, bearing
westerly from this post ; at the Tularosa a depot of supplies will be established.
Major Fritz's command goes with myself to sco.ur the mountains east and drive out or kill
all and any of these renegades who have made them their places of covert. So, with all the
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troops at the river on the alert and my command in the mountains, it is my most sanguine
hope to be able, if we find any party or parties of Indians, to give them a sound thrashing
Having made the dispositions I did of Lieutenant San burn's company H, 1st cavalry California volunteers, on the first intimation I had that the Indians had escaped, and Major
Fritz having reported to me for orders, I used his command instead of H company.
I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWIN A. RIGG,
Lieut. Col. 1st Vet. Inj. 0. V., Commanding.
Major BEN. C. Cu'l.LER, A. A. G.,
Department of New .Jfexico, Santa Fe, N. M.

HEADQUARTERS FORT CRAIG, NEW MExiCo, July 3, 1865.
GENERAL: On the receipt of the news that a number of Indians had left the reservation
at the Bosque, I disposed of all the available troops at the post to intercept them. I ordered Lieutenant Sunburn out towards the Tularosa west, that, if they crossed the river
below the crossings at or near La Joya and south, he could capture them ; his command of twenty men would then be fresh and his horses also. When I received the order
to move with Lieutenant Sanburn's company, company B, lst veteran infantry California
volunteers, I had disposed of the latter company in the direction that you directed. Major
. Fritz, 1st cavalry California volunteers, arrived here from the Bosque and reported the
number of Indians that he supposed had left, and his destroying a rancherio in the Oscura
mountains. Mnjor Fritz destroyed all the ojos and other traps that those Indians bad,
. capturing and bringing in a little girl papoose, which is now in my possession here. After
receiving the order to move to Los Pinos, I directed Major Fritz, in the absence of other
troops, to move up on the east bank of the river as far as La Joya, leaving detachments
of his command at all the prominent or usual crossings between the La Mesa and La Joya.
I left at once myself for Los Pinos, going up on the west bank of the river with a view to meet
General Montoya and ascertain what portion of the militia could be depended upon to turn
out. The general I met on his way to the post ; he had already issued his orders and expected that each pueblo would turn out their ratio. I then directed him verbally to get
all the men he could within twenty-four hours and proceed to the Sierra Caballos ; he
thought, as I did, that our troops being on the trail and the Jornado guarded, these
mountains were the best place for him and command, and that, in the event of Indians
crossing the Jornado, they must pass by that mountain or by the Polomas, and if they
succeedt>d in pa~sing his command to get to their homes, they would necessarily fall into
the harids of Lieutenant Sanburn .either at Carriso, Cienega, Navajo, Tularosa, or the Rita
Quamada. At Socorro, Limitar, Sabinel, and other points, the militia were evidently
making preparations to join General Montoya. I directed one party to picket the river to
relieve the men placed there by Major Fritz. I arrived at Los Pinos and there learned that
most of the Indians h:td returned to the Bosque. When the express arrived from Craig
informing me that Captain Brady had arrived and reported that he had cut the trail and
that the bu lk of the Indians, some five hundred, had gone toward San Andreas Pass, I at
once moved for the Jornado. My instructions were to go to Abo Pass unless the appearance of Indians ou the river would change my disposition of troops. I at once moved
down to La Joya and directed Lieutenant Crouch, with company B, 1st veteran infantry,
and eight cavalry of company H, who had joined him, to move up to Abo Pass, with a detail of company B, 1st veteran infantry California volunteers, and with the balance of. his
company to picket the river down below San Pedro. I succeeded in getting out from La
Joya some thirty men, (at least they promised to furnish that number,) who were to assiot
company B men in guarding the important crossings between La Joya and S:m Pedro, and
relieve the men of Major Fritz's command. I then pushed on down the east bank of the
river to El Sabino, where we swam our horses and arrived at Craig at daylight on the
morning of the 1st July. I had the horses shod and crossed again on the afternoon of the
2d and sent forward to the Ojo de Anillas, expecting to follow them to-day and join the
command there. The mail arriving brought me· orders to direct troops from Wingate,
Craig, Selden and Las Cruces to return to their proper posts. I have sent, in accordance
with this order, expresses enclosing copy of the order to where I supposed these troops
could be found. With the exception of the mounted troops from Las Cruces, company M,
1st cavalry California volunteers, I have bad none to report to me either from Wingate,
Stanton or Selden, and my own, viz , company B, 1st veteran infantry California volunteets, bad already taken the field, also company H, 1st cavalry California volunteers, except
twelve men who are left at the grazing camp at the saw-mill, twenty-two miles distant,
and who joined me at Socorro. Major Fritz's command, consisting of detachments of com-
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pany B and Captain Fox's companies 1st cavalry California volunteers, are the only troops
that I have had. By express to-day Captain French informed me that General Montoya
has had a fight with the Indians in the Sierra Caballos, and that he is following them up.
At Limitar two Indians rode out of the mountains and took two horses from men working
in the fields, stripping the men and lancing a third party, taking .from him a sack of flour.
The apathy exhibited by the people even when promised pay, rations a nd ammunition, is
su ·prising. After General Montoya issued his order, many m en, or whil.t one would suppose were men, left the towns and hid themselves, or, as Davis did, used their wives' petti-.
coats to hide or escape in. If the governor will send an inspector general amon g them
he will find a large percentage of the territorial arms have been disposed of and not to be
found. General Montoya, Don Pedro Berda, and· Pablo Cordova and Emanuel Virgil are
the only citizens who seemed to feel any interest in the matter. General Montoya, as he
always does when called upon, took the field in person, and I expect is the only commander
who has had the good fortune to have a fight. I am of the opinion that some one or two
hundred Indians are straggling through the mountains east, and will try to cross. The
Apaches are coming up also in small bands. The escort to the mail from Las Cruces reports that between the Point of Rocks and Fort Selden they crossed a trail Of Indians
driving some two or three hundred sheep, and from the direction of the trail were
making for the San Diego crossing and Fort Thorn. Not having any commilnd outside of
this post, and having but few troops after deducting for escorts and guard, I cannot follow
up or I)Ut off Indians. If at this time two good cavalry companies could be spared, I will
guarantee that the limits from La Joya to the San Diego crossing no Inrlians will cross, or
if they do either way, that but few will have an interesting tale to tell to their people.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient·servant,
EDWIN A. RIGG,
Lieut. Colonel 1st Vet. Inj. C. V., Commanding.
Brigadier General JAMES H. CARLETON,
Commanding Department of New Mexico, Santa Fe, N. M.
DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
SantaFt, N; M., July 1, 1865.
Official :

BEN. C. CUTLER,
.A.ssi~Jtant .Ad.fulam General.

ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., July 1, 1865.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that, on the 29th ultimo, I saw an Indian woman,
lately escaped from the Bosque Redondo, at the house of Juan C. Ysidro, the brother of
the alcalde at Bernalillo. The woman escaped with several other Indians. She says that
a party of Mexicans captured herself and killed her husband and seven others. This
woman wants to be sent back to the Bo.:lque, and could, in my opinion, give valuable information as to the escaped Indians.
The p&son who holds her a prisoner says that he bought her, about ten days ago, for a.
cow and ten goats.
I give you this information to enable the military authorities to recover her, and send
her to the Navajo reservation.
I was .also informed that several escaped Navajoes are harbored by parties living at Bernalillo.
Respectfully, your obedien~ servant,
WM. P. CA-LLOWAY.
Captain F. McCABE,
Commanding Officer, .Albuquerque, N. Ill.

A true copy:

ERASTUR W. WOOD,
Captain l.st Vtt. Inf. C. V., .A: .A. A. General.

INSPECTOR GENERAL's DEPARTMENT, DEPAR'l'UENT oF NEw MExiCo,
Santa Rita Copper Mines, N. M., May 3, 1865.
CAPTAIN : I have the honor to report, for the information of the department commander,
that, in obedience to Special Orders No. 10, from department headquarters of .March 24,
1865, I arrived at Fort Cummings, New Mexico, the 13th instant.
From information obtained from Captain Burkett and Lieutenant Houston, at this post,
the latter having had a talk with the Chief Victoria, I fixed upon this place as the most
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eligible for meeting and holding a council with the Indians living about the Mimbres river
and in the Pinos Altos region. Accordingly, on the following day, April 14, from my
camp on the Mimbres, I addressed a note to J. M. Hunt, of Pinos Altos, requesting him to
have the Indians notified that I wished to see their principal men in council, at this place,
on this date. The day after my arrival here, April 17, I sent the Mexican, of Captain
Cook's company, and one Apache Indian, (both brought along for the purpose,) out to the
north, east, and west, to inform all Indians they could find of the time and place of the
proposed council.
On the 18th imtant Indians commenced to come in in small numbers, including squaws
and children. On the 19th I despatched the other of the two Apaches with me to Pinos
Altos, with a letter to Mr. Hunt, informing him that I desired he would have the Indians
notified that I wanted the chiefs and principal men only, and not the squaws and children;
that it was to be a council and not a feast; that I was not prepared to feed them.
The next morning I received a letter from him, by the Apache, that be would be here
on the 21st, with Victoria and others; that be could not well detain them longer, and that
it would be impossible to keep the squaws and children from coming; that they bad little
or nothing to eat, and were eating the people of Pinos Altos out of provisions.
On the 20th instant some fifty-six were reported here present. April 21, Mr. Hunt,
with Victoria and others of his band, arrived, making the whole number present probably
about one hundred. Victoria and his people said they were poor and hungry ; that they
were not all here, and he put himself in my power, and was ready to drink fresh water
from my hand. He (Victoria) was told that while here he and his people should not be
harmed, and they would be allowed to go away without injury; that they would be treated
in good faith. Hard bread and bacon were given them, and a-little coffee and sugar to a
few of the principal meu, and the council appointed for the afternoon. At 2 o'clock p. m.
a council was held with Victoria, the principal chief; Paskeen, Cassari, and Salvador, sons
of the late Mangus Colorado; Nane, one of the principal men of the tribe and a friend of
Victoria; Acosta, and some thirty others, three of whom were from the band of Capitan
Chjquito, whose rancheria was reported three days' travel north from Pinos Altos.
It was evident they were quite destitute of food a d clothing; the three from Chiquito's
band were the best clad, in buckskins. The counci as held from 2 p. m. until 4l, in the
presence of Captain Cook, 1st New Mexico volunteers; A. H. French, late captain 1st
California cavalry; J\fr. Amberg, who very kindly acted as interpreter; Mr. Hunt, and
Maria.Mendez, a woman who had been a captive among them since a child, (from Sonora,)
until within some six years, who acted as interpreter, speaking the Spanish and Apache
languages fluently. They were told, in substance, as follows, to wit : "I have something
to say to Victoria and his people present of much importance to them. J came by authority of the general commanding all the troops in their country and the government.
I shall talk to them truly and plainly; I did not speak with two tongues; they could rely
upon what I told them ; I heard they wanted peace, and I came to see and talk with them
to know if it was so, and if true, to tell them on what terms they could have peace; they
need not be afraid, for while here I would protect them; the government has made a
reservation at the Bosque Redondo ample for all the Indians who wanted peace and woulr'.
go there ; it would not make another one for them ; it had cost much to get supplies at
the Bosque to feed all who would go and live there; they could be fed there; they could
not be fed here ; there was land there sufficient for all ; enough to raise wh'at they required
to eat and more, and to graze their herds; there they could live in peace and plenty ; although they would make p~ace here, and most of them keep it, there would be some bad
men among them, as there were with other people, who would steal and kill, and the government could not know and tell who they were unless the good and peaceable men were
at the reservation; all others would be considered bad men, at waJ with the white man,
and so treated; I do not cdme to ask them to make peace, but to tell them they could
have peace by going to the reservation at the Bosque; if they did not go they would be
at war with the government; it was for them to decide which they would have, war or
pe~ce; if war, they should have it to their hearts' content; they must think well of what
I told them now, and not come for peace too late, when the door was shut; I did not tell
them this to threaten them or to boast of what would be done, but to let them ksow what
they might expect, so that afterwards they could not say I had not told them plainly what
the government meant; it was for them to say whether they would have war, be hunted
from place to place, be poor and destitute and without a home, to be 'killed wherever found,
or to live with their families, at peace with the white people, and have plenty to eat and
wear; if they were not prepared to go nowowith their families to the Bosque, and wished
to send some of their number there first to see the place and report upon it to their people,
they could do so, and those who went should be protected and fed while going to and returning from the reservation ; but, on their return, if they concluded to go, 'their people
must be ready to go there at once; any who would go now with their families would be
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fed, and those who should go after t:be delegation had returned would be fed while going
there ; they must understand that the government would feed them only on these terms;
also that if they did not go they would be considered at war with us; more soldiers were
coming to Arizona, 'and more would be sent after them here; I bad told them what I was.
directed to tell them; it was for them to decide now what to do."
Victoria replied, in substance, as follows, to wit : ''I and my people want peace; we
are tired of war; we are poor and have little for ourselves and our families to eat or wear;
it is very cold ; we want to make a peace, a lasting peace, one that will keep; we would
like to live in our country, and will go on to a reservation where the goverm:hent may put
us, and those who do not come in (of our people) we will go and help fight them; he said
his people were not now all together, and were not ready to go to the Bosque; that he
wanted to see the reservation first and know how the Indians live there, and if there was
plenty of land for them all ; he was willing to go himself, and any others I would name
would go with him; he asked for protection while going and returning, which was prom·
ised him; he said he would have his people ready to go soon after his return if they con.
eluded to go there; he said he was pleased with what I had told him and his people; it
was plain and they could understan9. it ; it was like talking to men and not to women ;
they knew now what to expect; be felt better; be had confidence in what I told him ; be
wanted peace and he meant it; I could rely upon what he said and promised ; he had
washed his bands and mouth with cold fresh water, and what he said was true; he said he
spoke for all present; what _he said all present consented to'."
Victoria and Salvador, Nane and Acosta were named as the delegation to visit the reservation, the first two by myself, the latter two by Victoria.
They promised that in tbe mean time their people should keep peace with the whites,
and would not kill or steal from them. They wanted me to have my people told that they
were now at peace, so that when hunting they should not be hurt. I told them they
would not be hurt if they kept their promise. If any of their men should kill or steal,
and they would give up the guilty ones to the government, the others should not be molested; if not, all would be held responsible for their acts.
Victoria and others asked if their mHies would be fed while this peace lasted. They
were told all who will go to the re rvation should be fed, otherwise not. This I had
before told them, and they must now so understand. Those present expressed themselves
satisfied. Nane said, I could trust them ; that I could now lie down beside the road and
not be afraid, there was no danger of my animals; that be had no pockets to put what I
said in, but the words had sunk deep into his heart, and they would not be forgotten.
Those from Capitan Chiquita's band said, they would return and tell their chief what
they had heard, and that there was now peace, and they should not kill or steal from the
white man; they would be ready to hear what Victoria said, on his return, and if he went
to t.be Bosque, they thought the'ir chief and people would go there to.
These men, as well as Victoria and his own men, said it was the Coyotero Apaches who
stole mules from Paraje iast October, and took a boy from there, captive; that they were
not on friendly terms with the Coyoteros ; they did not know where the boy was.
Vidoria said his express had returned from Churchia's rancheria, and that he was out on
a scout. He told"Mr. Hunt that this was the first time he had ever asked for peace; heretofore he had opposed peace ; that now he wanted peace and did not want to fight, they
are ~uffering from hiwger.
The result of the conference with these Indians, if they are to be believed, is more satisfactory than was anticipated, from what I had beard en route hither. I believe some want
peace, and are disposed to yield much to the demands of the government with regard to
them. I am encouraged to believe they will go to the reservation at the Bosque, if judiciously managed. Should they do so, it will be of great advantage to this rich section of
mineral country; should they not conclude to go, I think n<>w is the time to make war
upon them as vigorously as possible.
On the 23d of April I moved my camp to near Pinos Altos, at which point, as previously
agreed, the delegation to go to the reservation was to meet me. Not an Indian made his
appearance. From all the information I could gather respecting them, I concluded they
were acting in bad faith. Victoria sent me word, however, that some of their horses had
been stolen, and his people had gone after them, and they cc>Hld not meet me, as was agreed.
Their rancberias were moved. I gave orders to my men to capture or kill every Indian
(buck) they found. I remained in this camp three days. We scouted 'freely through the
hills and surrounding country; no Indians liJeen. Four squaws came to the town ostensibly to trade, and see me, as reported. I did ttot see them.
On the 27th of April I left en route for Fort Cummings. At one o'clock at night I received an express from Mr. Hunt at Pinos Alios, informing me that some sixty armed Indians came into town on the p. m. of the day I left. 'fhat they evidently were ready for
mischief; that the miners wete collected as soon as possible. 'I'he Indians are reported to
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have got whiskey and powder of an Italian, (Don Carlos.) Whiskey had been given or sold
them at different time3 previously by different persons in Pinos Altos. An Indian in attempting to drive off animals from the plaza was shot dead, when they all disappeared.
Two children came in and said the squaws had gone off. An, attack upon the town is apprehended at daylight
I sent immediately all the infantry I had (thirteen) except two, with instructions to
reach Pinos Altos by daylight, if possible, and for the sergeant to oonsult with the citizens
of the place as to the best steps to take. To seize all the ammunition ·and whiskey the
Italian had, and arms; shut up his store and make him prisoner. The arms to be given
to the citizens for their defence, if they had not already taken them.
An express was sent to Captain Burkett to make a short campaign of ten to twenty
days, with some thirty men, against these Indi~tns. lie moved promptly, and on the 29th
ultimo was to have arrived at Pinos Altos. He had instructions to make prisoners of
such persons as it should be proven had given or sold to Indians powder and whiskey, and
especially the Italian, (Don Carlos.) See enclosures marked A, B and C, being respectively
a prohibition to the citizens of Pinos Altos to trade powder, whiskey, &c., to the Indians,
as they were considered at war with the United States; and affidavits of James L. Homer
and Richard A. Sarle, relative to certain persons giving or selling to Indians whiskey.
In conclusion, I would state that I believe a portion of these Gila Apaches are anxious
for peace and are willing to go to the Indian reservation ; that others, among whom are
the principal men, do not intend to go there; are as bad at heart as ever, and have been
endeavoring merely to put off any hostile movements towards them on the part of the
government until they were better prepared for war and warm weather came. They are
just about as friendly and peaceable and as much to be trusted as a rattlesnake when his
tail is trodden upon. A vigorous and unrelenting war upon this savage and treacherous
foe is the true policy to be pursued towards them, in my judgment. No good and lasting
benefits to this country will result from a different course in regard to them.
The penalties of the law should be strictly enforced for its violation relative to Indian
trade ; the man who would give or sell to a hostile Apache that which would in any way
aid or be the means of his killing the citizens of the country, should be )lUng without ceremony or absolution.
The Apaches are reported bad in Arizona, Chihuahua, and Sonora. Much stock is reported to have been stolen and killed, and many persons attacked, wounded and killed.
The very Indians who talked so well in council, whose mouths were just purified with
cold water, who were, like Uriah Heap, very humble, and whose hearts were imbued with
a devout desire for peace, are the same hombres who are robbing and killing as opportunity
offers.
Death to the Apache, and peace and prosperity to this land, is my motto.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N.H. DAVIS,
Assistant Inspector General, U. 8,. A.
Captain BEN. C. CuTLER, A. A. G.,
Department of New JJiexico, Santa

Fe,

N. llf.
DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa

Official:

Fe,

N.llf., August I, 1865.

BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.

Proceedivgs of a board of ofjicfrs which assembled at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, by virtue of tlle.following order, viz :

[Special Orders, No. 13.-Extract.]
"DEPART~IENT OF NEw

MExiCo,

AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,

"Santa _
Fe, N. M., April 15, 1865.
'' V. A board of officers, to cons~st of Major Wiqiam McCleave, 1st cavalry California volunteers, Captain Henry B. Bristol, United States army, Captain Emil Fritz, lst cavalry California volunteers, and Captain Lawrence G. Murphy, 1st cavalry New Mexioo volunteers, will
assemble at Fort Sumner, New Mexico, at 10 o'clock a.m., on Wednesday, the 26th day
of April, 1865, or as soon thereafter as practicable, to cor;tsider and report upon the subject
of the better organization of the Navajo tribe of Indians, to the end that more easy control can be had of their labor, and that the fruits of that labor may best conduce to their
permanent support.
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"The board will take great pains so to effect the purpose for which it is organized as to
present a clear and practical plan of organization, &c., which may be definitely understood
in all its details by the War Department, to which the report of the board will be sub-·
mitted.
'' By command of Brigadier General Carleton:
"BEN. C. OUTLER,
'' Assistant Adiutant General.''

FoRT SuMNER, NEw MExrco,
April 26, 1865.
The board met putsuant to the foregoing 'order-all the members present-and after a
careful consideration of the subjects presented for its action, respectfully submits the following report:
Bearing in mind the fact that the government of the Navajoes has always been patriarchal,
without a recognized or acknowledged head of the nation, and that each chief had supreme
control of his own family or band, .it became apparent to the board that this form of government should be ad{)pted as far as practicable and consistent with tee interests of the gov' ernment and the good of the tribe.
The first step towards this end is the dividing them off into villages, at say half a mile
apart, the farm of each village to be in its immediate front, and the number of villages to
be twelve, this being the number of principal men having families or bands. To each village there should be one principal chief, whose duty it will be to carry out and enforce all
laws given him for the government of his village, or any instructions which he may receive
at any time from the commanding officer;- both to be fully and clearly explained to him by
the interpreters. He will be held responsible for the order ~nd police of his village. He
will :tnakt:l a report at retreat every evening of the state of his village during the day, and
if there are any absentees. Should any of his people leave the reservation during the day
he will immediately report the fact to the commanding officer or officer of the day. He
will see that none of his people leave their village between the hours of 7 o'clock p. m .
.and 5 o'clock a.m. in winter, and 7 o'clock p.m. and 4 o'clock a.m. in summer.
To each village there will be sub~chiefs at the rate of one to every one hundred souls.
They will be appointed by the chief, and will retain their offices during good behavior.
Their duties will consist in aiding the chief to execute the laws, and, in conjunc~ion with
him, as president, will form a court for the trial of minor offences, and for arbitration, in
their respective villages.
The head chiefs of the respective villages will form a superior court, presided over by the
commanding officer, or some officer especially appointed, who will be furnisheQ. with acierk
and the necessary interpreters. This court will be, in jurisdiction, analogous to a geneml
court-martial, as will the inferior or village court to that of a regimental or garrison courtmartial.
The indictment, finding, and sentence of the court will be duly recorded in a book to be
kept for that purpose, a correct attested copy of which will be submitted to the department
commander, through the commanding officer, at least one week after each trial.
The department commander has power to pardon or mitigate the sentence of the court.
The chiefs or members of the court will be ihe jurors, and the presiding officer the judge.
Appeals from decisions of the inferior or village courts will be heard and determined by
this court.
It is the desire of the board to have the system of jurisprudence as simple as possible,
and therefore think that from the decision of this court there should be no a.ppeal, as there
is still left a power to mitigate or pardon.
These courts organized, as in the foregoing, will decide upon all questions in law and
equity, the inferior .court confining itself to cases within its jurisdiction.
The court should as~emble every three months on simple notification of day by the judge.
The twelve chiefs will also form a superior council, to be presided over by an officer, who
will control their proceedings, and prevent the discussion of any matters dangerous to the
peace and welfare of the reservation. Its functions will be exclusively deliberative, and it
can entertain no question which should properly come before one of the courts. It should
assemble every three months for the transaction of business, but may be assembled at any
time the commanding officer may think necessary.
A chief may be removed frorrt office by the commanding officer, whenever in his judgment the public service demands it, or he may be removed for misconduct by a two-thirds
vote of his peers.
When a vacancy occurs in the position of chief, it will be f?.lled by appointment by the
commanding officer, but his .ohoice is restricted to the sub-chief of the village in which the
vacancy occurs.
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In submitting the following articles the board wishes it understood that it has embraced
only such offences as are peculiarly applicable to these people in their present transition
state. It would be impracticable to provide in a report of this description for the punishment of all the crimes and offences known to our laws, nearly all of which are equally incidental to these people as to the same numbers of a more civilized community, under similar
circumstances. But to guard against the permitting of offenders to go unpunished, and to
establish a gradual and wholesome dr~ad of outraging the law, it is recommended that the
criminal laws of the Territory be so amended as to somewhat modify the penalties, and furnished to the officer designated to preside over their courts for his guidance in all cases
which might adse. It may appear unjust to punish people for a violation of laws which
they do not only not understand, but have heretofore been taught to regard as the highest
virtue to break. But it must be recollected that these Indians have got to be made torespect the bonds which unite civilized society, and the only practical way of doing this is by
inflicting a punishment, howev.er light, for the first offence, and increasing the punishment
in proportion to the increase of knowledge, until its severity would prevent further repetition. This is the only possible mode of instructing them on the subject of the Jaws:
ARTICLE 1. Any adult Indian guilty of murder in the first or second degree will be punished by hanging by the neck until dead, by lashes, or by fine or imprisonment with hard
labor, according to the degree of the offence.
ARTICLE 2. Theft will be t>unished with lashes, fines, or imprisonment with hard labor, according to the decree of the offence.
ARTICLE 3. Any able-bodied Indian absenting himself from tile necessary work on his
farm, or the acequia, or who shall refuse to perform such work, shall be confined at hard
labor for a period not less than one week nor more than two months.
ARTICLE 4:. Any Indian who shall wantonly destroy the tools or implements furnished him
by the government, or who shall lose the sanie through neglect, shall forfeit from the proceeds of his farm an amount equal to the damage sustained, and shall be confined at hard
labor, as in the preceding article.
ARTICLE 5. Any Indian who shall wantonly destroy any trees or farm produce on the
reservation shall be confined at hard labor as in article 3.
ARTICLE 6. Any adult Indian who shall be found absent from his or her village between
the hours of 7 o'clock p. m. and 5 o'clock a.m. in winter, and 8 o'clock p. m. and 4 o'clock
a. m. in summer, shall be imprisoned as in article 3.
ARTICLE 7. Any Indian who shall absent himself from the reservation without permission
from the proper authority shall be confined at hard labor as in article 3L
A~tTICLE 8. Females shall not be subject to capital punishment or the infliction of lashes.
The Indians of this reservation have been more than once unjustly charged with the commission' of offences against the citizens outside of the reserve, and with a view to prevent
the probability of cause for such complaints, as well as to secure the presence of the Indian
and his labor, some of the foregoing articles were framed.
RECOMllfENDATIONS.

1. That as capital punishment for the crime of murder is unknown among them, it be
resorted to only in extreme cases.
. 2. 'l'hat there be employed one factor and six assi!5tants to each village. The duties of
the factor will be to take charge of, and be responsible for, all tools, implements, and seeds
belonging to the village; to superintend and direct the labor on the farm; to receive and
keep an accurate account of the produce of each Indian's garden, and to issue it back to
them in such quantities and under such regulations as the commanding officer may direct.
He will be under the control of the commanding officer, to whom he will render his accounts for examination.
S. That the factor and his assistants receive a liberal compensation, so as to secure the
services of competent and reliable men.
4. 'l'hat the compensation of the factor and assistants, as well as all other incidental expenses, be deducted from the surplus produce of the farms, but that in ca::.e of total failure
of the crops, or in the event of there being no surplus, then the employe.> will be paid with
government funds, provided such failure of the crops or lack of surplus was not the result
of their neglect, in whi~h case they should be discharged, forfeiting all pay due them.
5. Should it become necessary at any time, from total or partial failure of the crops, for
the government to issue the Indians rations, pay the employes, or be at any other incidental
expense, that the government be reimbursed by a gradual tax on the produce of the farms,
the tax to be uniform, so as not to bear too heavy on the industrious, and the assessment
to be made by a board of officers.
6. That for each village there be erected a substantial store-house for tools, implements,
seeds, and produce, with accommodations for the factor and his assistants.
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7. That a suitable building be erected in a central place for a court-house and councilroom, with accommodations for prisoners, guard, &c.
8. That the chief of each village, willing to live in a house, have a suitable one built for
him, and that where they prefer lodges, assistance be rendered them to build ones of a
superior description.
9. That, when establishing the villages, the lodges be erected so that they be made
as comfortable and commodious as their peculiar formation will permit.
10. That an .appropriate and comfortable uniform be furnished the chiefs semi-annually.
11. 'l'hat, in order t0 give authority and consequence to the chiefs, they should be treated
with the utmost consideration by the military authorities ; and, that they may be induced
to value their positions, they should receive occasional presents, and thereby insure a strict
and faithful discharge of their duties.
12. In order to wean the Indians from their present helpless dependence on the military
power, that in future all complaints must be submitted to the respective chiefs and their
courts for :redress and settlement, and not as heretofore to the post commander.
13. That, with the same object in view, the direct issue of rations by the military authorities be discontinued as speedily as possible. So ·long as the present system continues
the Indi~n is well aware that he will not be permitted to want, whether he works or not,
and takes advantage of the fact to satisfy his natural inclination to idleness.
14. That immediate measures be taken to erect a suitable church and school-house.
15. That as some of these Indians, known as'' Cebolletanos,•t are now professedly Roman
Catholics, as this is the religion of the country, and as this church alone possesses the
necessary organization and means to accomplish the reformation and education of these
Indians, that the church and school-house be placed under the control of ministers of that
denomination.
16. That in the event of the church bein~ willing to put up, at its own expense,
the necessmy buildings, a suitable site be selected, and the ground be granted by the
government withqut cost or taxes to the head · of the church in New Mexico; providt'd
that it can never be transferred or disposed of, nor used for any other purpose ; and providing, also, that the buildings are erected in a reasonable time, and will revert to the
government, with all improvements, whenever they cease to be used for religious and
educational purposes.
17. ·That a board of visitors be appointed semi-annually to inspect the schools and report
upon their condition, and the progress of the scholars.
18. That no traders be permitted to enter the reservation for purposes of traffic, except
by special permission of the commanding officer, with the approval of the department
commander, and then only under such regulations as will secure the Indians against the
possibility of fraud.
19. That all articles be considered contraband, except such as contribute to their health
and comfort.
20. That the sale to the Indians of arms, ammunition, and intoxicating liquors be positively prohibited.
'
. 21. That the purchase of horses by the Indians be prohibited, and the rai&ing of them
be discouraged, being unprofitable, and only used by them as a means of locomotion, when
the object is to confine them to the reservation.
22. That there be au annual prize given to the Indian who raises the largest and best
crop of cereals in proportion to the size of his farm.
'
23. That all expenses, of whatever description, which the government may be at in the
future for the benefit 'of these Indians, be deducted from the surplus produce of their farms
and refunded.
24. As the Indians depend almost entirely for clothing of every description en the wool
of the sheep, that for the next three years the produce of their farms, over and above the
amount requir,ed for their support, and to defray incidental expenses, be converted into
sheep, under the direction of the subsistence department. This will be the means of supplying a great want of these people, and, by giving proper occupation to the females, tend
to promote industry and vil'tue.
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Owing to the illness of one of the members, the board bas been prevented in furnishing
their report at an earlier day. It is now respectfully submitted.
WM. McCLEAVE,
ltlay'or lst Cal. Oav., President.
LAWRENCE G. MURPHY,
Captain lst Cav. New Mexico Vols . , Recorder.
There being no further business before the board, it adjourned sine die.
WM. McOLEAVE,
Mofor lst Cal. Oav., President.
LAWRENCE G. MURPHY,
Captain 1st Gav. New Jlexico Vols., Recorder.
DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., July 5, 1865.

Official:

BEN. C. CUTLER,
Assistant Ad}utant General.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe; N. M., March 30, 186q.
SIR : I have the honor herewith to enclose for your information printed copies of General
Orders No. 3, series of 1864, and General Orders No . 4, series for 1865, from these headquarters, which give an epitome of operations against Indians within the department of New
Mexico for the last two years. You will observe in the summing up in General Orders No.
4, that we have three thousand Indian children now upon the reservation. It is in
' reference to these children that this communication is written.
Last year I had the honor to request of the Secretary of the Interior that that department furnish funds for the building of school-houses in which these children may be
educated, but no answer was ever made to the letter. I now beg that you will take this
important matter under consideration. It lies at the bottom of all our efforts to civilize
these Indians. The education of these children is the fundamental idea on which must
rest all our hopes of making the Navajoes a civilized and Christian people. It is unneces:-ary for me to put on paper the many arguments which I could use to convince you of tbe
importance of having schools for these children. You can figure to your own mind three
thousand intelligent boys and girls with no one to teach them to read or write. Here is
a field for those who are philanthropic, which is ample enough to engage their attention,
and be the object of their charities for many years. Without money to build school-houses
and to buy books my hands are tied. The bishop of New Mexico has promised help in the
way of teachers; but, in my opinion, this important subject should receive the fostering
care of the government. These children properly belong to your department, and now, as
well as when they have become men and women, are and will be objects which must engage your solicitude. I trust, therefore, that my appeal to you in their behalf will not be
in vain.
There is another point to which I beg to call your immediate attention. Last year I
requested of ron that the surveyor general of New Mexico should cause to be surveyed the
Indian reservation. This should be done at once. Not only should the exterior lines be
run and be marked by durable mounds, but the irrigable lands should be laid off in ten-acre
lots for assignment to different families. Perhaps even lots of a smaller size may be
necessary. No permanent organization of the tribes into bands, nor identity of bands with
particular fields, can be made fairly and justly until this survey is made. You are aware
that there are no public surveys making either in this Tyrritory or in Arizona which would
interfere with this work. Not one rood of land has been surveyed in New Mexico since
September, 1862, to my knowledge; the reason was, perhaps, on account of Indian difficulties. But there exists no reason why this important reservation may not at once be
surveyed, and be cut up into lots. I pray that this may be done at an early day.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,

Ron.

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

Washington, D.

a.

Brigadier General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPART:IIENT OF N.Ew MF.xiCo,
Santa Fe, N. M., April 24, 1865.
GENERAL : I returned ygsterday from the Bosque Redondo. It will be impossible to
organize into bands and systematically direct the labors of the nine thousand Indians
we have at that point, unless the lands are properly surveyed. I have written two letters
to the Secreta-r y of the Interior on the subject. The last one is herewith enclosed. The
surveyor general of New Mexico is now in Arizona, and it is uncertain when he will return.
Even if he were here, there are no practical surveyors here who could do the work. So
I beg respectfully to recommend that the War Department-unless the Department of the
Interior will do it-will employ and send out at once some practical surveyors to divide
this land, so that particular lots can be given to particular bands and families. To do
this by guess is going to lead to endless quarrels. Once I can divide up the land so as to
let a given quantity be set apart for a certain number of Indians, and have it defined by a
wall which they can make, once the lines are drawn, the great step towards orgariz'l.tion
will at once commence. Now, I have but a mass of Indians, with no acknowledged head
and no subdivisions.
The question about the schools for the three thousand children I ha"\'e written much
atout, but (an do nothing without authority from Washington to erect the school-houses.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Btigadier General, Commanding.
AD.,UTANT GENERAL UNITED STATES ARMY, Washington, D. 0.
DEPART~IENT

Official ;

OF NEW MExico, AssiSTANT ADJUTANT GENF;RAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M, July 5, 1865.
BEN. C. OUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant Gmeral.

FORT SuMNER, N. l\f. 1 July 14, 1865.
DEAR GENERAL : I regret to find from your last official letter that the report of insects
having made their appearance here weighs heavily upon you. I also sincerely regret to
have to tell you that all the corn in the most advanced state is being devoured by worms.
I have never witnessed the like. It is truly discouraging. The appearance of the corn
in the field is excellent, but the cursed insects seem to devour all the grain in the ear.
To add to our misfortune, the continual rainy weather has very much interfered with the
harvesting of the wheat. To save that which has been heretofore cut, I have given Captain Rynerson permission to feed it in lieu of an equal amount of quartermaster grain,
the amount to be determined by board of survey. Among the wheat the ground is now
so wet that reapers cannot stand upon it.
Lest there should be any misunderstanding between Captains Bristol and Rynerson, in
regard to the harvesting, I relieved the former from alL duty on the farm.
Though to-day is fair, there is no indication that the rain is all gone.
Bean-planting will stop to-day, consequently ploughing will cease until the harvest is
secured.
I find that the decision in Sergeant Lagrand's case will let out of service at this post
about one-half the regular troops.
The scarcity of troops and severity of duty caused me to bring in the detachment from
the Rio Salado. When the Indians heard of their friends' defeat they appeared to dislike
it Tery much. However, they were told that any who left the resftvation without permission would be hunted down and killed. They remarked that they never supposed soldiers from this post would kill them. In reply, they were told that soldiers would always
ouey orders; that it was orders to kill them if they went off without leave.
·
Trusting you are quite well, lam, general, respectfully yours,
WILLIAM McOLEA VE.
General J. H. CARLETON, Santa Fe, N. llf.
DEPARTli'IENT OF. NEW MEXICO,
Santa Fe, N. M., July 21, 1865.
Official:

BEN. 0. OUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.
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OFFICE COMMISSARY GENERAL oF SuBSISTENCE,
Washington City, Decembe:r 28, 1865.
SIR : I have the honor to acknowledg·e the receipt of your communication of the 23d
instant, and in reply respectfully inform you that the expense of subsisting the Navajoes
. and Apaches at Bosque Redondo reservation from March 1, 1864, to October 1, 1865,
(eighteen months,) was about $1,114,981 70.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
.A. E. SHIRAS,
Assistant Commissary General Subsistence.
Ron. J. R. DooLITTLE,
Chairman of Joint Committee to Investigate Indian Affairs, U. S. Senate.

Indorsement on communication f1·om Hon. Charles T. Poston, delegate from Arizona, to the War
Department, Washington, D. C., January 12, 1865. Recommends the establishment of a military
post at Amboy j also, JLn Indian reservation in that vi~inity, which requires protection, 8;-c., 8;-c.
[Referred by General Halleck to headquarters department of New Mexico, January 17, 1865.]
"FEBRUARY 18, 1865.
"Respectfully ~eturned. I do not think there is any military necessity for the establishment of a post at the mouth of Bill Williams's Fork on the Colorado of the West; nor do
I agree with the Hon. Mr. Poston about having an Indian reservation on the Colorado.
''There are very grave objections to going to the expense of such an establishment in such
an inaccessible country, surrounded as it is by deserts; besides, the Mojave Indians are
at peace, and could not with propriety or profit b~ moved from their part of the valley of
that river to another part further down.
"The other Indians, living upon the various slopes of the elevated country from which
rise the San Francisco mountains, are not a warlike race, and can easily be managed, if
treated with moderation, judgment, and firmness, until the country is filled with white settlers ; then, as in California, they can be gathered together at some point, to be chosen
with care, where they can be fed and protected until the destiny, which has so unrelentingly followed their race, blots them in their turn from the face of the earth.
'fhe Apaches
of Arizona, living upon the affl.uents to the Gila, should, in my judgment, be pJliCed upon
a reservation upon the Gila; say somewhere upon the mouth of the Rio de Sauz, where
there is an extensive valley, once densely populated, it is supposed, by Aztecs as they
journeyed southward in the eleventh century.
'' The remains of ancient ar:equias and of villages indicate that this land once sustained a
great,many people. It can do so again.
".All of which is respectfully submitted:
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding.
Official:
BEN. C. OUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.
DEPARTMENT oF NEw MExiCo, .AssisTANT .ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE,
Santa Fe, N. M., July 26, 1865.
CAPTAIN: It is understood that you were at Fort Fauntleroy several years since when
some Navajoes were fired upon by order of a Lieutenant Colonel Chaves.
If you wer~ present on the occasion referred to above, the general commanding desires
that you make by return mail a detailed account of the whole affair as you remember it.
Great care should be taken to have it exact, as it is to be laid before the congressional Committee on Indian Affairs.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
BEN. C. OUTLER,
Assistant Adjutant General.
Captain NICHOLAS HoDT,
1st New Mexico Gav., Fort Wingate, N. M.
Official:

CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Carr>.p.

FoRT WINGATE, NEw MEXrco, September 7, 1865.
MAJOR : In compliance with instructions received from headquarters department of New
Mexico, assistant adjutant general's office, Santa Fe, New Mexico, dated July 26, 1869, I
ha';e the honor to make the following statement :
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Some time during the month of September, 1861, as near as I can recollect, horse-racing
was frequent at Fort Fauntleroy, New :Mexico, and high bets made by officers and Navajo
Indians at the post. Government stock was staked by the officers as if it were their own.
If lost, all right ; and if wont so much gained by them by means of government property.
I was not an eye-witness of the staking of government property, but proof can be furnished.
The Navajo Indians appeared to be at that time very friendly to the govt")rnment; they
visited the post by hundreds every day, and were rationed on meat and flour. This friendly
feeling of the Navajoes was kept up until the time of the horse-races. There were three
different races, the third race in order to give the Indians satisfaction. Large bets, larger
than on either of the other races, were made on both srdes. The Indians flocked in by hundreds, women and children; some of them mounted on fine ponies, richly dressed, and all
appeared to be there to see the race, and not with any hostile intentions.
The troops in the post had orders to be under arms, but that they might go to the gate
to see the race. About noon the race came off. Lieutenant Ortiz rode Dr. Kavanaugh's
horse. The Indian's horse did not run a hundred yards before it ran off the track. I being
at the upper end of the track, could not see the cause of it, but the report was that the
' Indian's bridle broke. The Indians then said the race was not fair, and that the bet~ 1should
be,drawn ; the opposite party, not satisfied with the proposition, would not give up what
they had won, and consequently the commanding officer gave orders to the officer of the
day not to allow the Navajoes inside of the post. The horse was taken inside the post,
followed by the whole winning party, the drums beating, fifes and fiddles screeching, &c.,
&c. So the procession went whooping and hallooing to receive the part they had won.
Finally, whilst thus occupied a shot was fired at or near the post. Every man then ran to
arm himself. Companies did not regularly form, but every man ran wherever he thought
fit. The shot was fired on account of Private Morales, sentinel.No. 2, whilst opposing an
Indian's entrance to the post. It was said that the Indian was intoxicated and tried to
force his entrance past the sentinel. At that instant the shot was fired and the Indian
fell. Who fired is not known. As soon as this was ascertained, the Navajoes, squaws and
children, ran in all directions and were shot and bayoneted. I tried my best to form the
company I was first sergeant of, and succeeded in forming about twenty men-it being
very hard work. I then ma1·ched out to the east side of the post ; there I saw a soldier
murdering two little children and a woman. I hallooed immediately to the soldier to
stop. He looked up, but did not obey my order. I ran up as qJlick as I could, but could
not get there soQn enough to prevent him from killing the two innocent children and
wounding severely the squaw. I ordered his belts to be taken off and taken prisoner to the
post. On my arrival in the post I met Lieutenant Ortiz with a pistol at full cock, saying,
"Gi.ve back this soldier his arms, or eloe I'll shoot you, God damn you," which circumstances I rep01:ted to my c;;ompany commander, he reporting the same to the colonel commanding, and the answer he received from the colonel was, "that Lieutenant Ortiz did
perfectly right, and that he gave credit to the soldier who murdered the children and
wounded the squaw." Meantime the colonel had given orders to the officer of the day
to have the artillery (mountain howitzers) brought out and to open upon the Indians.
The sergeant in charge of the mountain howitzers pretended not to understand the order
given, for he considered it as an unlawful order; but being cursed by the officer of the
day, and threatened, he had to execute the order or else get himself in trouble. The Indians scattered all over the valley below the post, attacked the post-herd, wounded the
Mexican herder, but did not succeed in getting any stock; also attacked the expressman
some ten miles from the post, took his horse and mail-bag and wounded him in the arm.
After the massacre there were no more Indians to be seen about the post with the exception of
a few squaws, favorites of the officers. The commanding officer endeavored to make peace
again with the Navajoes by sending some of the favorite squaws to talk with the chiefs;
but the only satisfaction the squaws received was a good flogging. An expressman was
sent shortly after the affairs above mentioned happened, but private letters were not allowed
to be sent, and letters that reached the post office at Fauntleroy were found opened but
not forwarded. To the best of my knowledge the number of Navajoes killed was twelve
or fifteen; the number wounded could not be ascertained. There were only two wounded
bucks and one wounded squaw in the hospital. The rest wounded must have been taken
away by the tribe.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NICHOLAS HODT,

Captain 1st Cavalry, New Mexico Volunteers.
Major BEN. C. CuTLER, A. A. Gl'

Department of New Mexzco, Santa
Official:

Fe,

N. M.
CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Oamp.
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Report of the cost of feeding Indians at Fort Sumner, New ltlexico, in the following months, viz:
March, 1865.-Average number of Indians, 9,160 •••••••••••••••••• -----April, 1865.-Average number of Indians, 8,893 ••••••••••••••••.•••••••••
May, 1865.-Average number of Indians, 8,038 .••••••••••••••••••••..••••
June, 1865.-Average number of Indians, 7,658 .••••..•••••••••••.•••••••.
July, 1865.-Average number of Indians, 8,244:. •••••••.•••••••••••.••••. _
August, 1865.-Average number of Indians, 7,374 .•.•.••••••••••••••••••••
September, 1865.-Average number of Indians, 7,555 .••••••••••••••••.••••
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H. B. BRISTOL,
Captain 5th Infantry, U. S. A., A. C. S, L D.
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Official:

NEw MExiCo, October 16, 1865.

CYRUS H. DE FORREST, Aide-de-Camp.
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REJIIARKS.-8 male Mescalero Apaches absent with leave since March 25, 1865. 1 Coyotero chief (M.iguel) absent with leave since May 12, 1865.
Of Navajoes, 12 males and 6 femal-es died, disease unknown; 2 males were drowned in the Pecos; 3 males reported killed by Comanches on the Llano
Estacado, on the 13th. An actual account of the tribe sho~s present, 7,169, leaving absent without leave 1,308.
WILLIAM McCLEAVE,

MaJor 1st California Cavalry, Commanding.
HEAQUARTERS FoRT SuMNER, NEW MEXICO, May 31, 1865.
Official:
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DEPARTMENT OF NEw MEXICO, Santa Fe, N. M., July 6, 1865.
BEN. C. CUTLER, .Assi.stant .Ad,jutant General.
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Return of Indian captives lteld in custody at Fo'rt Sumner, }lew Mexico, for tlte month
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* Actual count by Captain Murphy on the 28t.h ultimo, which leaves a balance of thirty-eight to be accounted for since laHt return; of this number nine have died; the others are
absent without leave, or have deserted.
.
t Actual count by Captain Bristol on the 31st ultimo, being a diHcrepancy of 1,318 since last return; but there were reported, on last return, 1,002 absent without leave. No doubt
many have died, but it is imposHi!Jle to ascertain the number.
WM. McCLEAVE, M;jor 1st California Cavalry, Commanding.
HEADQUARTERS FORT SuMNER, N. M.,

Augwt 2, 1865.
Santa Fe, N. llf., AU{/ust 10, 1865.
BEN. C,. CUTLER, Assistant Adj'utan~ General.

DEPARTMENT NEw MExrco,

Official:
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Return qj Indian captives lteld in custody at F01·t Sumner, New Mexico, fm· tlte montlt qf August, 1865.
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*Actual count made by Captain G. G. Murphy, 1st New Mexico cavalry, on the 31st day of August, 1865, which shows three births and one death during the month.
tActual count made by Captain H. B. Bristol, 5th United Sta_tes infantry, on the 31st day of August, 1865, which gives a deficiency of twenty-two from last report; of these, three
are known to have died, and it is probable more have died, which were never reported.

WM. McCLEAVE, Major 1st California Oa:oalry, Commanding.
HEADQUARTERS FoRT SuMNER,

N. M., August 31, 1865.

~

Return qj Indian captives held in custody at For~ Sumner, New ll1exico,for tJte month qf September, 1865.
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*Actual count made by Captain Murphy on the 29th ultimo, which leaves a balance of sixty-nine to be accounted for since last return; of those, sixty-seven are absent without
leave or have deserted; two died from di~ease.
tActual count made by First Lieutenant E. C. Baldwin on the 29th ultimo, which shows a gain of one hundrt>d and sixty-seven ratmned from absent without leave. Died from
disease or other causes, twenty-seven.
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WM. McCLEAVE, klrlJor 1st California Cavalry, Commanding.
HEADQUARTERS FoRT SuMNER,

N. M., September 30, 1865.
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FoRT SUMNER, NEW MEXICO, July 28, 1865.
Sm : In obedience to indorsement on letter from the general commanding, herewith enclosed, I have the honor to report that on the 28th ultimo I counted the Apaches, with the
following result:

Present .•.••• ~-----······
Absent with leave.........
Absent without leave......
Died ••••••••••••.••••••••

Men.

Women.

Boys.

Girls.

Infants.

101

184

62

59

11

Total.

417
3

3

16
2

------------------33 .••••. ---- --·----·

49
9

-----·------------ 1-----------·------

478
'

Shortly after taking charge of the Apaches I directed the interpreter to make a count,
the result of which, as reported by him, showed the total number, present and absent, to
be four hundred and seventy-eight belonging to this reservation. Those then reported
" absent without leave" are still absent, and since that time the number is somewhat increased. I found great difficulty in making them understand the necessity of their having
written passes when they wished to be absent, but they now appreciate its importance and
cannot again offend through ignorance.
'
Twenty-eight of those now absent without leave-seven men among them-took advantage of the temporary absence of Cadetta to leave the reservation, and when the man
who was then employed as interpreter was questioned on the subject he denied that any
had left. This man has since been discharged. Cadetta assures me that this party are
only temporarily absent for the purpose of collecting mescal and fruit, which they believe,
and no doubt is, necessary to their health, and that they will shortly return.
On the evening of the 30th ultimo a man and child retumed to the reservation after an
absence of over :t)Je months. The man states that during his absence he has been living with
a party of Mascalero Apaches, who reside south of the Guadalupe mountains, somewhere in
the vicinity of Fort Quitman, and who equal in numbers those now on the reservation. Three
other men left with him for the purpose, he says, of getting their wives, who are living
with the band they visited. I have selected two Apaches, (Estrella and Tomas,) in whom
I have great confidence, to visit this band and explain to them that if they come it must
be with the determination of forever remaining, as they will not be permitted to go back.
I have also instructed them to send in any Indians belonging to this reservation whom
they may meet. They will leave here this afternoon and be gone about twenty days.
At the request of some of the chiefs I also purpose sending to-day two other Apaches to
visit Jose Maria and others, absent from the reservation, advising them all to come in, to
avoid probable collision with the troops.
I have hopes that both parties will be successful. At any rate they will ascertain the
exact locality of those they seek ; important, if it is determined to send troops against
them.
In future, I will, personally, make a count of the Apaches at the end of each month.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant
LAWRENCE G. MURPHY,
Captain 1st Cav , N. M. Vols., Superintendent of Apache~.
Lieutenant B. TAYLOR,
5th U. S. Inf., Post AdJutant, Fort Sumner, N. ][,

·
Official :
Ron. J. R. DOOLITTLE, United Statea Senate,

DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,
Santa .Fe, N. M., August 10, 1865.
BEN. C. CUTLER,
Ae,~istant AdJutant General.
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FoRT SuMNER, NEw MExiCo, May 1, 1865.
SIR: In compliance with instructions, dated ••Headquarters Fort Sumner, New Mexico,
December 7, 1864," relative to transplan •' trees on this reservation, I have the honor to
make a full report of the number of trees which were transplanted from the 7th day of December, 1864, to the 30th of April, 1865, and the amount of labor expended, viz:
From the 8th day 'of December, 1864, to the lOth day of March, 1865, my laboring party
consisted of one sergeant, three privates, and five Indians, setting ont trees, during which
time I transplanted five thousand and forty-eight (5,048) trees, as follows:
1864.
December 8...... •••••• •••• •••• ••••
December 9...... •••••• •••••• ••••••
December 10...... •••••• •••••• ••••••
December 11, (Sunday.)
December 12... •• • •• ••••••• ••• ••• •••
December 13... ••• • • ••••••• ••• •• • •• •
December 14.... •••••• •••• ••.• ••••••
December 15.... •••• •••••• •••• ••••••
December 16.... •••••• •••••• •••• ••••
December 17 ...• .••••• •••••• •••• ••••
December 18, (Sunday.)
December 19, (stormy.)

70
70
70
70
70
70
70
75
50

1864.
December 20, (stormy.)
December 21, (snow and frost)December 22, (snow and frost .)
December 23, (snow and frost.)
December 24, (snow and frost.)
December 25, (Sunday.)
December 26', (snow and frost.)
December 27, (snow and frost.)
December 28 -·-···-----· .••••• ••••
December 29 --------·--·····-----December 30 ------------······ ••••
Decem.ber 31 --.--------- r·. .... ... .

46
46
46
47

Total number in December, 1864. ••••• ··---· _ -----· ·----· •••••••• ·--· •••• 800
1865.
January 1, (Sunday.)
January 2 .••••••••••••••••••••••••
January 3 .•••••.•••••• ---- •••• ••••
January 4------------------·---·January 5 .• ---·. _____ -----· _.. ••••
January 6 .••••• ____ •••••••••• _ ••• •
January 1---------------------·-January 8, (Sunday.)
January 9 •••• __ • -- ••• ---. __ •• •.•••
January 10 ________________________

54
54
54
54
54
54
60
65

January 11 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 65
January 12 •••••••••••••••••••••• ~. 65
Jan nary 13 •••••• _•••• _. _ ••• _. ____ • 65
January 14 .•••••.••••••••••••••••• 65
January 15, (Sunday.)
January 16 ····--·----········----- 55

1865.
January 17 ••••••••••• ·----· _ ••• --January 18 .•••••••••••••••••••••••
January 19----·····----------····
January 20 •••••••••••• -~-- ••••••••
Jan nary 2l .••••••••••••••• _•••••••
January 22, (Sunday.)
January 23 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
January 24 ••••••••••••••.••••••••••
January 25 .••••••••••••••.•••••••••
January 26 _•••••••••••• _•••••• ___ _
January 27 •••••••••••••.••• ---- ••••
January 28 ·--~-- ••••••••••••.•••••
January 29, (Sunday.)
January 30 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
January 31 ••••••••••••••••••••••••

55
b5

55
55
60

55
53
53
53
53
53
53

53

1,470

=
1865.
February 1 ........................
February 2. •• • • . •• • ••• •••••• ••• •••
February 3 ........... ____________
February 4 .••. ···-········-------February 5, (Sunday.)
February 6 .••••••••••••••••• ____ ••
February 7 •••••••••••• •••• •••• ••••
February 8 .•••••••••••••••••••••••
February 9 ........................
February 10 •••• -~-- •••• •••• •••• ••••
February 11.... •••• •••• •••••• ••••••
February 12, (Sunday.)
February 13 .•••••••••••••••••••••••
February 14...... .••••• •••••• ••••••

82
82
82
82
82
82
82
82
82
82
82
82

1865.
February 15 •••••••••••••••••• _ ••.••
February 16 .••••• ·------ •••• ••••••
February 17 •••••••••.•••• ----······
February 18 .••••••••••••••• _......
F ebruary l 9, (Sunday.)
February 20......................
February 21. •••••••••• ·---------February 22---------------------February 23 .••••••••••••••••••••••
February 24 .••••.••••••.••••••••••
F ebruary 25 .••••• .••••• •••••• •••••
February 26, (Sunday.)
February 27 .•••••••• .:... •••••• •••••
February 28 •••••••••••• ···-··-----

82

S2
82
82
82
82
82
104
104
104
104
104

2,078
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1865.
March 1. _.... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
March 2.... •••••• •••••• •••• •••• ••••
March 3...... •••••• •••• •••••• ••••••
March 4.... •••• •••• •••• •••••• ••••••
March 5, (Sunday.)

84
77
77
77

1865.
1\farch 6 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
~rch 7 •••••••••.••••••••••••••••
Rrch 8 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
March 9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
March 1 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••

77
77

77
77
77
700

From the lOth of March, 1865, to the 30th day of April my party mustered one corporal
and t en Indians and one team to transport. During this time I set out seven thousand
and twenty (7, 020) branches, viz.:
1865.
I
1865.
163 April 6 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
163
March 11 •••••••••.••••• -----· ---April 7 •••••••••••••••••• _••••••
163
March 12, (Sunday.)
163 April 8 •••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••
163
March 13 •••• o . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - ~ - - - 163 April 9, (Sunday.)
March 14 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
163 April 10 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
163
March 15 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
163 April 11 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
163
March 16 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
163
163
March 17 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
April 12 .•••••••••••••••••••.••••
March 18 _••• _. _••••••• -- _•••••••
163 April 13 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
163
163
March 19, (Sunday.)
April 14 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
163 April 15 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
163
March 20 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
163 April 16, (Sunday.)
. March 21 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
163 April 17 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
174
March 22 ••••• ------·--·-··----163 April 18 •• -------------·-------163
March 23 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
163 April 19 .••••••••••• _ ••••••••••••
163
March 24 •••••• ----·-----,····-··
163 April 20 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
163
March 25 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
March 26, (Sunday.)
April 21 •••••••••• . ••••••••••••••
163
163 April 22 •••••••••••••••••••.•••••
March 27 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
163
163
March 28 ••••••••••••••••••••••••
April 23, (Sunday )
163 April 24 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
163
March 29 ···-----------·---·---.
163 April 25 •••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••
March 3 0 •• __ • __ ••• -- - .. -- ••••••••
163
March 31 •• _•• _•••••••••• __ •••••
163 April 2 6 ••••••• _••••••••••• _ ••••
163
163 April 27 •••••••••••••••••••••••••
April 1 •• _••••••••
163
163
April 2, (Sunday.)
April 28 ••••••••••••• ; •••••••••••
April 3 ••••••••••••••••• ___ • • • •
163 April 29 •••••••••.••••• _ ••••••••
163
April 4 •••••••••••••••••• -----·
163 April 30, (Sunday.)
April 5 •••• •••• •••• •••• •••• ••••
163
800 trees.
Total number in December, 1864 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ---'l'otal number in January, 1865 •••••••••••• ---·•··· ••••....•••••••• I, 470 trees .
Total number in February, 1865 .••••••••••••••••••••••••• _••••••••• 2, 078 trees.
700 trees.
Total number to March 10, 1865 ••••••••••••••••••• ·----· ---· ••••••
'Total number from March 10 to 31, 1865 •••••• ----------------·-·· 1, 630 branehes.
Total number in April, 1865 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5, 390 branches.
0

••••••••••••

Total number from December 7, 1864, to April 30, 1865 •••••••• 12,068
These trees were planted in place of those that died, &c., and extending the avenue five
miles and on the acFquia madre. No extra expense has been ~ncurred, excepting rations for
the Indians who have worked.
Respectfully submitted:
S. A. GORHAM,
Captain 1st Cal. Cav., in charge of party.
The branches were set out to form 21. grove in the. low 1ande.
I would respectfully recommend that in another season there woMld be several branches
set out in the same manner, as they can be easily procured.
S. A. GORHAM,
Captain 1st Oal. Cav., Com' dg Co. G.
Lieutenant B. TAYLOR,
Po'st Adjutant, Fort Sumner, N. H.
DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Official:

Santa F€, N. M., July 5, 1865.
BEN. C. CUTLER,
.A.ssistant .A.d.futant General.
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SANTA F:E, NEw MEXICO, July 3, 1865.
Present: Ron. J. R. Doolittle, chairman; Ron. L. F. S. Foster, Ron. L. W. Ross.

Brigadier General ,Tames H. Carleton· :
I am brigadier general of volunteers and major in the 6th regiment United States cavalry. I have been in the service tw£nty-five years. I first came to this Territory with
General Sumner in 1851, and left in the fall of 1856. I returnfld again in the summer of
1862, and have been here ever since. I have been in command of ·a department since
the 18th of September, 1862 . My principal duties have been in counexion with Indian
affairs. According to the best of my information, the facts· stated in my printed pamphlet,
dated December 16, 1864, are correct, and express my present opinion; and I offer that
letter as part of my present statement. The Navajo country is a country of elevated
m~as, destitute of water, and has some few rangelii of mountains.
Between these mesas are
some low lands, whereon some springs and streams are found. 1'hese springs or streams
are at great distance from each other, as compared with the frequency of water found elsewhere. These waters are of a limited extent and volume ; and the best of them sink in
the earth at a short distance from their source. There are two exceptions to this general
remark. One is.the San Juan, a tributary of the Colorado of the West. Along this river
are intervals of some extent, but separated from each other by ranges of mountains and
mesas that abut upon the river. No one of these intervals is large enough for a reservation
for one .quarter of these Navajoes. Formidable ranges of mounta.ins are near by, in which
they could hide, and no force of troops could keep them to~ether. This is on the supposition that a reservation were selected on the San Juan river. Now, the cost of transporting supplies from the Rio Grande to that point to sub!list the India.ns and to provide for the
troops necessary to guard them in that locality would be immense, because the country to
be traversed is difficult for the passage of wagons, and has long stretches through sage
plains, without water in one or two instances of from forty to sixty miles.
The San Juan runs through a country bearing gold, which will soon attract miners to
that region; and even if the Indians were placed there they would soon come into conflicts
with that kind of men, and great difficulties and complications would result therefrom.
The other exception to which I alluded is that of the Colorado Chiquita or Flax river.
This is affiuent to the Colorado of the West further down than the San Juan. It is subject
to very great floods om the melting of snows on the Mogollon mountains at its source.
When these floods have passed by the river is very low, and its valleys become gradually
covered with saline efflorescence, fatal to the growth of corn or wheat and the most of vegetables . Although this river runs through the old Navajo country, and that people have
lived in its vicinity for ages, they themselves have never planted a field of corn along its
banks, which may be considered as some evidence that it would not be a good place for a
reservation. The distance to the Colorado Chiquita is nearly aiS great as to the San ,Juan,
and the cost of transportation as much.
There is no unoccupied place in the Territory as large as the Bosque fit for cultivation
and capable of irrigation. I should say there is at least ten thousand, and perhaps fifteen
thousand acres of land that could be put under water at the Bosque. The Pueblo Indians
compare favorably with the lower classes of the other inhabitants of the country. I think.
t.he Navajo Indians are naturally as intelligent as any Indians I know of, incluiling the
Pueblos. The Pueblo Indians are better informed than the other Indians, from their long
contact with the influences of civilization and Christianity. The Pueblos are Catholics.
The Navajoes are all pagans with the exception of the Civollettanos. In Castenadas's narrative of the first expedition made into New Mexico under Vasques de Coronada, in say
1543, '44, and '45, it is set forth that Indians were found in pueblos as at the present day.
Among these Pueblos doubtless Catholic missionaries established churches and schools,
and the Indians of those pueblos became christianized and partially civilized. This has
raised them very much above the nomadic Indians of the country in point of intelligence
and gentleness. With the exception of 'One or two intervals of a few years each, there has
been a constant state of hostility between the people of New Mexico and the Navajo Indians. Even in these intervals occasional forays were made into the settlements to capture sheep and cattle . The Mexicans would follow them into their country to recapture
the stolen stock, and would kill some of the Indians and capture some of the womeu and
children and make s·.aves of them. But in times when open hostilities existed these efforts
were increased on each side to cap~ure stock and women and children, so that the countty
was kept in a continual state of commotion. This was the state of things when we acquired the territory from the republic of Mexico. To the best of my recollection Colonel
Doniphan (who came here with General ]):carney) made the first expedition into the Navajo
country in 1846. Colonel Washington made an expedition into their country in the year
184:9; General Sumner in 1851. From 1851 until 1859 there was a period of comparative
quiet, interrupted, as I have .stated, by occasional forays, particularly on the part of the Nava~
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joes. In 1859 war again broke out, and in 1860 the Navajoes attacked Fort Defiance. About
this time Colonel Miles made an expedition into their country, and also Colonel Bonneville ;
an_d finally General Canby made a long campaign against them,. leading his troops in person. When the Texan invasion of this country occurred, after General Canby's campaign
against the Navajoes, and when every soldier was employed to repel that invasion, then
the Navajoes, as well as the Apaches, rode over the country rough-shod. 'This was in the
winter of 1861 and in the spring and summer of 1862. I relieved General Canby in command of the departalent; and this was the condition of the Navajoes and Apaches at that
time The Indian difficulties in New Mexico, since the treaty with Mexico, have obliged
the United States to keep in that Territory a force whose average strength has been at least
three thousand men, employes and all reckoned in. This covers a period of eighteen years.
A large proportion of these troops have been cavalry, the most expensive arm in the military service, especially in New Mexico, where forage is very expensive. The horses required as remounts for this cavalry have to be brought across the plains from the States at
great risk and expense. Sometimes large numbers have been stampeded en route and have
never been heard from since. Many die before they reach this country. Those which arrive
here it takes at least a year to acclimate ; and after this the loss of horses by death, by being
broken down, and lost on scouts, and killed in action, an'd stolen by Indians, is enormous,
compared with losses of cavalry horses in any other country. The same holds true of
the mules, more numerous necessarily than the cavalry horses, by reason of the extent
of country over which supplies have to b~ hauled to subsist and clothe the troops.
In my opinion the entire expense of maintaining a mounted regiment here amounts to
what follows. With the exception of the troops employed to repel the Texan invasion,
there has been but little necessity for troops in this country since we acquired it in 1848,
unless to fight Indians. And if it should so happen that the nomadic Indians can be
placed on reservations and kept there until they become sufficiently domesticated to re
contented in that condition of life, I cannot see any reason why troops would be more
necessary in New Mexico than in Illinois, except, perhaps, a small police force kept along
the boundary line of Mexico. While it is difficult to say exactly, my opinion is, that
about one-half of the forces employed have been necessary by the difficulties with the Navajoes. I should say that four hundred cavalry and two hundred infantry would be amply
sufficient to keep the Navajoes and Apaches on the reservation at the Bosque Redondo.
The Apaches of the bands of Jicarilla, Mescalero and Mimbres not
captured, number;
say, thirteen hundred souls, more or less. These are all of the Apaches that properly belong in New Mexico; but there are other Apaches in Texas, Chihuahua, Sonora and Arizona, wh·o make inroads into New Mexico, and against whom a military force is necessary_
here. There are also bands of Ute Indians in New Mexico which need military surveil-'
lance. They occupy the northern part of New Mexico, but are fuainly located in Utah.
If the Apaches who properly belong to New Mexico were settled with the other Apaches
at the Bosque Redonuo, nine hundred additioaal troops of the proper proportion of the'
different' arms of the service would be sufficient for police purposes along the boundary line
and to prevent inroads from exterior Apaches, provided the troops in Arizona are sufficiently numerous and do their duty. In my opinion, if the nomadic Indians of Arizona
and New Mexico were settled on reservations, no more force would be required in this
country than sufficient to guard tbem and to act as a police along the boundary, as before
stated. In this connexion I feel constrained to say that much of the hostility manifested
by many of the people of New M~::xico against the reservation system grows out of the
fact that when this system goes into successful operation there will be no more tribes from
which they can capture servants, and the military force being reduced to a very small number, the millions of dollars annually expended here on account of the military establishment will, in a great measure, cease. I believe that the Indians upon the reservation at
the Bosque Redondo will soon be able to raise sufficient breadstuffs for their support, and I
have thought they would be enabled to produce, besides this, enough corn and fodder to
sustain a cavalry force in the winter time at th'lt point, should it be necessary to have one
there to operate against the Indians of the plains in the summer. Some complaints have
been made that there is not ~:;ufficient fuel .at or near the Bosque Redondo to supply the Indians. In answer to these complaints I will state, that what with the extensive fields of
mesquite in that neighborhood, the timber along the southern side of the Staked Plain
near by and the cedar and pinon up the river, which-can be floated down, there is enough
fuel to last a. great many years ; during which time trees should be cultivated along all
the acequias and in other suitable places upon the reservation to supply the demand when
all the other fuel refernd to has become exhausted. The mesquite is a species of acacia,
which produces the gum-arabic. In New 1\iexico the tree becomes dwindled to a dwarf
shrub ; in Texas it attains its full height of from fifteen to thirty feet, and is there a fine
tree. This shrub in New Mexico has very large roots proportionate t6 what grows above
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ground, and these roots are dug for fuel. Mesquite roots make a very hot and excellent
tire, and 1but little is wanted in any one lodge.
Whilst the old Navajo country does not possess, in my opinion, any one place large
enough for a reservation for that tribe, it is singularly well adapted to pastoral pursuits,
The lands of the lower as well as the upper levels are clothed with very nutritiom; grasses.
The places where flocks and herds could come to gt1t water are sufficiently numerous for
~hat purpose, and near them are arable lands enough to raise bread for the shepherds and
herdsmen. There is no doubt but that the northern portion of that country is very rich
in the precious metals, particularly in gold.
·
The Mescalero Apaches are, like the Navajoes, nomadic. 'l'hey are also a patriarchal people, the ba.nd being divided into small communities. They are very fierce, brave, daring
and perfidious, and experience ht1d shown that treaties or bargains with them had no effect
to restrain them from hostilities and depredations. So that when once they were gotten
in hand by war, I, as commander of this depf\rtment, felt that it was due to the people and
the government not to trust them any more, and so I sent all those who were captured, or
who voluntarily surrendererl themselves, to the reservation.
The number of Indians, men, women and children, who have been captured or bought
from the Utes, and who live in the families in the Territory, may be safely set down as at
least three thousand. So far as my observation has gone the Mexica.ns treat these Indians
with gre,tt kindness. After awhile they become conversant with the language, become
attached to the families they live in, and very seldom care to run away. If they should
attempt to run away I believe they would be captured by their owners. They are held as
servants; as "hewers of wood and drawers of water.'~ In my judgment, three out of four
of these servants are Navajoes. These servants do not intermarry much with the Mexicans, but the women bear children from illicit intercourse. The offspring of this intercourse are considered as peons. The Inctians upon the reservation, if properly cared for by
the military commander, run no risk of being stolen or attacked.
An Indian named Pino Baca., now at the Bosque Redondo, was captured at Cibolleta, and
on the road to the reservation escaped from the guard and ran back to his own country.
He was ordered to be recaptured or killed. He was recaptured, taken to Fort Wingate and
placed in irons, with a view of sending him to the reservation should an opportunity occur.
He again broke loose, was again captured, sent to the Bosque, where be was kept in irons
three or four months. He was charged, among other things, with having sold two Navajo children, and was considered a very great scoundrel. Since his release on the 16th of
last April, it is said he bas behaved himself very well. This selling of children by Nava
joes, especially of orphan children, is said to be of not unfrequent occurrence.

SANTA F.E, July 4, 1865.
Chief Justice Kirby Benedict sworn, and upon inquiries deposeth as follows:
In August next I will have resided twelve years in New Mexio. I came here with the
commission of judge, and have been a men1ber of the supreme court and judge of a district
up to the present timf:l; since in the summer of 1858 I have been chief justice. During
the earlier part of this time the tribe of Navajo Indians kept peaceable relations with the
United States government in this Territory aud with the inhabitants. This condition of
things was manifested a few days after my arrival, when a large deputation of the chiefs
and principal rnen of the tribe came to Santa Fe and made a friendly visit to the governor,
who was then also superintendent of Indian affairs in the Territory. A general friendship
prevailed until an irritation occurred at Fort Defiance, from a negro having been killed at
that place in a quarrel with an Indian who had come to• the post The negro is s-tid to
have been claimed as the slave of the commanding officer ; satisfaction WftS req nired of the
Navajoesfor the killing of the negro. I understand they offered to pay a sum, but the military exacted the delivery up of tb.e Indian who had done tbe killing. Excuses were alleged, among others, that the Indian had fled beyond the tribe and their reach. The military remaining unsatisfied, hostile feelings grew stronger and stronger on the part of the
Navajoes, and the former standing by their exactivns, the Navajoes did acts of hoetility
directed firstly against the military, but which finally extended to and included the inhabitants of the Territory. Stealing, robberies and barbaraties ensued, and the Indians, as a
tribe, became involved, until the depredations upon life, security and property were so frequent and ruinous, a campaign was m<tde against them und·r the command of Colonel
Kit Carson, which was successful in bringing them to subjection, and causin& a surrender
as captives the principal portions of the tribe, men, women and children.
The Navajoes were in the habit of making forays upon the ranches and settlements,
stealing, robbing and killing and carrying away captives; the finding of herds and driving
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off sheep and other animals was carried on to a very ruinous extent ; the killing of persons did not seem so much the object of their warfare as an incidental means of succeeding
in oth"'r depredatioNs. Sometimes, however, ba1~arous vengeance was exhibited and a
thirst for blood. They carried away captives, but I cannot now give any accurate idea of
the number. There are in the Tenitory a large number of Indians, principally females,
(women and children,) who'have been taken by force, or stealth, or purchased, who have
been among the various wild tribes of New Mexico or those adjoining. Of these a large
proportion are Navajoes. It is notorious that natives of this country have sometimes made
captives of Navajo women and children when opportunities presented themselves ; the
custom has long existed here of buying Indian persons, especially women and children ;
the tribes themselves have carried on this kind of traffic. Destitute orphans are sometimes
sold by their remote relations ; poor parents also make traffic of their children. The Indian persons obtained in any of the modes mentioned are treated by those who claim to
own them as their servants and slaves. They are bought and sold by and between the inhabitants ·1t a price as much as is a horse or an ox. Those who buy, detain and use them
seem to confide in the long-establh;hed custom and practice which prevails, and did prevail
before this country was a portion of the United States. Those who hold them are exceedingly sensitive of their supposed interest in them, and easily alarmed at any movements
in the civil court8 or otherwise to dispossess them of their imagined property. The rich,
and those who have some quantities of pro perty, are those chiefly who possess the persons
I have mentioned ; thosb usurtlly have much popular influence in the country, and the exertion of this influence is one of the means by which they hope to retain their grasp upon
their Indian slaves. The prices have lately ranged very high. A likely ,girl of not more
than eight years old, healthy and intelligent, would be held at a value of four hundred
dollars, or more. When they grow to womanhood they sometimes become mothe·rs from
the natives of the land, with or without marriage. Their children, however, by the custom of the country, are not regarded as property which may be bought and sold as has .
been their mothers. They grow up and are treated as having the rights of citizens. They
marry and blend with the general population. From my own observations I am not able
to form an opinion satisfacto:·y to my own mind of the number of Indians held as slaves or
fixed domestic servants without their being the recipients of wages. Persons of high respectability for i ntelligence, who have made some calculations on the subject, estimate the
number at various figures, from fifteen hnndred to three thousand, and even exceeding
the last number. The more prevalent opinion seems to be they considerably exceed two
thousand. A<:. to federal officers holding tbis deFcription of persons or trafficking in them,
I can only say I see them attending the family ·of Governor Connelly, but whether claimed
by his wife, himself, or both, I know not. I am informed the superintendent of Indian
affairs has one in his family, but I cannot state by what claim she is retained. From the
social position occupied by the Indian agents, I presume all of them, except one, have the
presence and assistance of the kind of persons mentioned ; I cannot, however, state positively. In the spring of 1862, when .Associate Justice Hubbell and myself conveyed our
families to the States, he informed me at Las Vegas that be sold one Indian woman to a
resident of that place preparatory to crossing the plains. I know of no law in this Terriritory by which property in a Navajo or other Indian can be recognized in any person
whatever, any more than property can be recognized in the freest white man or black
man. In 1855, while holding district court in the county of Valencia, a proceeding in
habeas corpus was had before me on the part of a wealthy woman as petitioner, who claimed
the possession and services of a Navajo girl then twelve years old, and who had been held
by the petitioner near seven years. On the trial I held the girl to be a free person, and adjudged accordingly. In 1862 a proceeding in habeas corpus was instituted before me by an
aged man who had held in service many years an Indian woman who had been, when a
small child, bought from the Payweba Indians. The right of the master to the possession
and services of the woman on the one side, and the right of the woman to her personal
freedom, were put distinctly at issue. Upon the hearing I adjudged the woman to be a
free woman ; I held the claim of the master to be without foundation in law and against
natural rights. In each of the cases the party adjudged against acquiesced in the decision,
and no appeal was ever taken. In the examination of the cases it appeared that before
the United States obtained New Mexico captive and purchased Indians were held here by
custom in the same manner as they have been since held. The courts are open to them,
but they are so influenced by the circumstances which surround them they do not seem to
think of seeking the aid of the law to establish the enjoyment of their right to freedom.
So far as I have learned from history, whether by tradition or otherwise, the Navajo
Indians for a.ges have been at alternate war and peace with the inhabitants who have resided here. They are reputed to have made themselves quite wealthy by robbing through
long years the flocks of the people of New Mexico. 'l'he Spanish and Mexican govern-
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ments administered here had frequent troubles with the tribe, and sometimes brought them
to continue for a time at peace.
I am unhesitatingly of opinion that the most practicable and effectual mode of securing
the peace and progress of the inhabitants against the Indians, especially those 1..-lpon the
northern and western portions of the Territory, and also to promote the economy and
other interests of the government and the ultimate welfare of the Indians, would be the
confining and restraining the tribes within prescribed limits or reservations, and that these
should be selected and maintained as remote as practicable from the settlements of the
citizens ; that the Indians should be restrained within the limits assigned them by a suitable military force, and aided by the government in adopting the modes of sustaining themselves without depredations upon the lives and property of others.
I have never travelled over the country so long inhabited by the Navajoes, nor have I
visited the Bosque Redondo, where the large portion of them are now maintained. My
knowledge of those places is derived from various persons, both Americans and Mexicans,
with whom I have conversed. Were the Indians not now at the Bosque, and the question
was now as to the policy of permanently locating them there, my judgment would be decidedly against the policy.
When New Mexico and her people became included within the United States, there were
within the new limits of the Territory about nineteen Indian pueblos or towns and tracts
of lands reserved to and occupied by Indians in a kind of semi-civilized state of progress.
Some of these were then and still are fully inhabited ; others have diminished. They are
chiefly scattered up and down upon the Rio Grande, and upon the streams which run not
from long distances into that river. They have been located upon places most highly
favored with land, water, wood and pastures.
The government, I understand, in confirming to the Pueblos their towns and lands, confirmed to each six miles square. This is, as of course in right should be, irrevocably vested
in them. Although these people have some industrious habits, they are not regarded and
treated as citizens. They are little governments within the government. These people
have the merit of committing but few offences against .the laws upon the citizens outside of
the pueblos. During my judicial administration at times throughout every county in the
Territory, I have as yet seen only one Pueblo Indian arraigned upon an indictment for
larceny; still, their progress is little in arts or knowledge. I think intelligent citizens
would be an element of more strength than they are in the advancement of New Mexico to
the rights, power, and dignity of a State. With so much of the best soil and advantages
set apart to the Pueblos, I cannot think the policy of bringing Indians from wild tribes,
and some of them without the Territory, and locating them upon forty miles square of the
Sound river, in magnitude and value, to be a good policy for the future interests of New
Mexico. The soil adapted to agriculture here bears but a very small proportion to the
immense wastes that cannot be cultivated for the want of water.
As matters now stand, I am not now prepared to express a fixed opinion 34> to whether
it is better to keep t.he Navajoes upon the Bosque, or remove them to some good place where
they long lived. This depends greatly upon the general policy which shall be adopted
by the government. If it shall be adopted that the wild tribes around be colonized where
lands and waters will admit, near to or in connexion with the citizen's settlements upon
these lands, it doubtless would have a " crushing out" effect upon the citizen, and in that
event it might be better the Navajoes should remain where others would be colonized. If,
on the other hano, New Mexico shall not be adopted as the general res'ervation for wild
tribes, but that they shall be located upon suitable grounds known and suitable to the Indian, far from settlements, then I should think the Navajoes should go with this last suggested policy. I am informed there are sections iu the old Navajo country supplied with
land and water upon which Indians can be made, with a little aid and just care from government, to subsist and sustain themselves.
I have supposed the similar military force and skill which will keep a tribe of Indians
confined and orderly upon a reserve contiguous to settlements, would accomplish the like
end upon a reserve selected in a country long adapted to the Indian.
Had the military force and skill supplied by the government have been sufficient to keep
the inhabitants from Indian robberies and murders, I think it would have been far better
the Indians should have been kept upon their own place of habitation, and I am of opinion
it would have been much more favorable to the government.
When the Navajoes have been at hostilities with the Mexican people, the latter have
sometimes, in small parties, made campaigns into the Navajo country, and taken, where they
could, captives and stock.
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Major Griner sworn :
I came first to this Territory in 1851, staid until 1854, and then, again, in 1862, where I
have remained since, with the exception of the time of the Texan invasion. I came here
first as Indian agent, and was at first assigned to duty at Taos, as agent for the Apaches
and Utes, but afterwards acted as general superintendent under Governor Calhoun, and
travelled over pretty much all the Territory. I was Indian agent from 1851 until 1853,
being then appointed secretary. The great difficulty in our Indian policy is in the selection
of Indian agents, who are generally appointed for political services. Mr. Wingfield came
here as an agent, becau~;e he was the friend of Mr. Dawson, of Georgia; 1\Ir Wolley, an
old man of seventy years of ag~, because he was the friend of Mr. Clay; Mr. Weightman,
because he wished to be returned as delegate ; and myself, because I could sing a good
political song. Neither of us was by habit or education better fitted to be Indian agent
than to follow any other business. The general policy of selecting men as agents for
political services, rather than fitness for the position, and frequently changing them, is a
great cause of all our Indian difficulties, in my opinion. I was changed just as I was about
to be of service, and had become acquainted with the Indians, and had acquired their confidence, and could get them to do as I desired. When I left here I went away with a high
opinion of the system adopted by the Spaniards-! mean the pueblos, which are reservations. I look upon them as models, and their government as models for Indians. Their
governments are entirely democratic; they select their own officers and administer their
own laws. At first they had no farms, and depended on their own industry for subsistence,
and none have ever been found guilty of a criminal offence. The only difficulty in our
government doing as the Spaniards did is on account of religion. The Spaniards planted a
church in the centre of each pueblo, the priest naming the babies and baptising them ; and
the priest was in fact the agent of the Spanish government, and had charge of the temporal as
well as spiritual affairs. This would of course be impracticable under our govern~ent. Mr.
Ward, an agent here, has written a paper on the subject, which is published in the commissioner's report oflndian affairs, which is correct. In my experience I have never known a serious
difficulty in the Territory between the Indians and citizens which did not originate mainly
with the latter. One of the first exciting difficulties in the Territory arose from the capture of Mrs. White, a very beautiful woman, and her little daughter, by the Jicarilla
Apaches. I was appointed to investigate it. I found that at Las Vegas the troops had,
withont any sufficient cause or provocation, fired upon the Indians, and they in, revenge
joined with some Utes and attacked the next train coming from the States, killing Mr.
White and others, and capturing his wife and child ; and also the stage, with ten passengers, was taken, and all killed. A war was the consequence. Another instance on the
part of Mangus Colorado, the chief of the Apaches: During my administration as acting
superintendent of Indian affairs I was present with General Sumner to make a treaty of
peace. He was an Indian of remarkable intelligence and great character. I asked him
the cause of the difficulties with the people in Chihuahua and Sonora, for at that time, under tbe treaty with Mexico, we were bound to protect its people from the attacks·of the
Indians residing in New Mexico. He said : "I will tell you. Some time ago my people
were invited to a feast ; aguardiente or whiskey was there ; my people drank and became intoxicated, and were lying asleep, when a party of Mexicans cam~ in and beat out their
braitls with clubs. At another a trader was sent among us from Chihu'ahua. While innocently engaged in trading, often leading to words of anger, a cannon concealed behind
the goods was fired upon my people and quite a number were killed. Since that Chihuahua
bas offered a reward for our scalps, $150 each, and we have been hunted down ever since;"
and, with great emphasis and in the most impressive manner, be added, "How can we
make peace with such people?'' I also have since learned from the a.gent of the tribe, Dr.
Steck, that sixty Indians of' the same tribe were poisoned by strychnine. The whole countzy
of Sonora and Chihuahua has been devastated by these Indians. This same chief was afterwards taken prisoner by our own troops and confined in the guard-bouse, and was killed
while so confined by the sentinel. The Navajoes, while Mr. Dodge was their agent and Major Kindrick and Major Backus was in command ofthe posts in their country, were friendly
and peaceable, owing to the prudence and wisdom with which those officers discharged the
duties of their stations, and, in my opinion, had they remained, or persons of equal prudence, there would not have been any hostilities on the part of the Navajoes. There was a
change of agents and military commanders in their country, and a war broke out in consequence of the killing of a negro boy of Major Brooks's, as I am informed. Another cause
of trouble bas been in consequence of the capture of their flock and herds, and their women
and children for servants. So in relation to the war with the Comanche!l, who bad been at
peace with the Mexican people for a great many years. The cause or occasion of that was
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this : A party of teamsters were kil1ed by the Kiowas and Cheyennes in consequence of the
Sand creek massacre. There may have been Comanches among them, but the tribe was
not involved, and the campaign under Kit Carson, was made against them last year. About R.
year ago a Navajo travelling with his wife and two or three children was shot down by a
company of Mexican troops. He defended himself bravely to the last, but he was killed
and scalped-one of the party giving me an account of it, saying his bravery won their admiration. He brought me the scalp, which I now present to the committ<;e. I am not
personally acquainted with the reservation at the Bosque, nor by personal observation am
I acquainted with the Navajo country. I think it very unwise and injudicious to place
them upon that reservation. First. That was really Comanche country and had never been
ceded, and was a cause of complaint by the Comanches, for the Navajoes were their hereditary enemies, and it was abridging their hunting grounds by putting their enemies upon
it, the Bosque being to them a choice hunting ground. Second. Taking the Navajoes from
their own mountain country and placing them upon the plains ~t the Bosque is one cause
of the mortality said to have existed among them. Third. There is not sufficient extent 'Jf
country to subsist so large a population as a permanent location. Fourth. Placing theN avajoes and Apaches, two distinct tribes, with different habits and customs, upon the same
reservation, the Navajoes being a working and thinking people ; the Apaches lacking all
tthose qualifications. Fifth. The immense cost to the government, which has been increased
and must continue to be. The Navajoes are a Pueblo Indian, as ruined buildings and acequias sho* in their country that in former times it has been occupied by Pueblos. Their
habits, manners, dress, customs, and manufactures are similar to Pueblos. They were rich
Indians, and if let alone would have been so at this time, in my opinion. I have seen the
customs of the Mexican government, after their crops were in, to make campaigns against
the N avajoes to get their stock, women and children. The Mexicans paid no taxes, and their
forays upon the Navajoes were to obtain the means to carry on the government of the department of New Mexico. This was especially the case under Governor Armigo, who had
been governor and administered affairs much like a dictator for the eleven years preceding
the taking possession by the forces of the United States under General Kearney in 1846.
My opinion is that the N a vajoes should be restored to their own country and established in
pueblos of say one thousand men, with their families, in each pueblo, under the charge of
one good agent to each pueblo, holding him responsible for the good behavior of the people.
Following as near as possible the Spanish mode of establishing pueblos upon the model of
those now existing among us, I think in a few years they could be made self-sustaining, of
no cost to the government, and a happy and prosperous people. Their country is peculiarly adapted for that purpose, there being no mines in that country to tempt the cupidity
of our people, as I am informed. Then country is very remote and isolated from the settlements. I think a sm:lll military force would prevent incursions i11to or excursions from
it. As to the A.paches, I would place them under the care of good agents and keep them in
position until they gained the confidence of the Indian people; then show them the necessity and benefit of relying upon themselves and their own exertions to support themselves
and their families. Selecting the best places in their own country for small reservations,
not exceeding a thousand families in any one reservation or pueblo, I think they could be
made self-sustaining in a few years. The Indian department was once under the War Department. Some fifteen years since it was taken away and placed in the Interior Department. From that time, from the Indian department at Washington down to the subagents in New Mexico, there has been a constant struggle by the military department to
get the control of Indian affairs, and that struggle has been one cause of the difficulties.
Colonel Willis sworn :
I am lieutenant colonel in the 1st regiment New Mexico infantry. I came here as major
with the 1st California regiment of infantry. I have been in New Mexico since August,
1862 ; have been in the military service ever since; have been in service in the Navajo
country; I have seen almost all the southern portion of it-all south of Fort Canby; have
not visited the northern part of it. I have been also a good deal in the Territory of Arizona .
The present condition of Indian affairs in that Territory is not good. All the Indians are
hostile except a few of the tribes on the Colorado river. The Coyotero Apaches, of perhaps
one thousand warriors, near the eastern line of Arizona,- ranging from the headwaters of
the Gila north ; the Pinal Apaches, of perhaps fifteen hundred warriors, on the north of the
Gila and west of the former; the Tontos, of six or seven hundred warriors, also north of
the Gila ; the Chiricahuis, of probably not more than five hundred warriors, in the southeast part of Arizona ; the Gilanos, a small band of one to two hundred warriors, are all
openly hostile.
The Hualpis are not openly hostile, but are accused of making depredations and killing
some citizens; but I did not have satisfactory proof of it. They live in the northwest part
- of Arizona; they have probably one thousand warriors. The Mohaves are friendly; they
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live near Fort Mohave, on the Colorado river. There are also a few small bands near
them who are friendly also. The Pinos and Maricopas, who are in pueblos on the Gila,
are frit·ndly; they have about two thousand warriors. They are an industrious people,
living by agriculture and stock-raising. The year I was there we obtained of them one
·tnillion pounds of wheat. They also raise cotton and manufacture their own clothing and
blankets; they have always been friendly, and are among the tribes most advanced in
civilization ; they also assisted us, and sent out parties two or three times against the
Apaches. This hostility was existing when l came into the Territory. I was sent out with
three companies to establish a post at Prescott, the capital of Arizona. They have, according to my best information, been hostile for a number of years. I am not informed of the
cause or occasion of the hostilities. Arizona is capable of settlement by a white population to a considerable extent. The northern portion is one of the fin est grazing countries
I ever saw, and finely timbered, also. There are not very extensive tracts capable of cultivation ; it is only the valleys on the small streams which could be cultivated. I think in
that portion of the Territory not more than one acre in a thousand could be' cultivated,
and in the other portion of the Territory much less. In the north portion there is rain
enough to raise crops without irrigation ; in the southern portion there is not rain sufficient. It is very rich in minerals. I state this on my own personal observation . In the
portion of country near Prescott there are a great number of quartz leads of gold, silver"
and other metals. I was ·in California from 1849 till I came here, and was familiar
with the California mines, living in them most of the time. But these quartg leads of
Arizona far exceed the mines of. California. Over a space of territory seventy-five miles
square which had been explored, it was completely filled with the finest gold and silver
leads I ever saw; also, with copper and other metals. This country is well timbered with
fine pine trees for lumber. There is some considerable arable land in the vicinity, but not
enough to support a large population in the mines. It is very good grazing country. The
Apaches make frequent raids into this mining region to run off flocks and murder and steal.
I think a force of two thousand five hundred could subdue these hostile band~, and secure
the settlements. There are about fifteen hundred men in this mining district engaged in
mining and making explorations. 'There are also two other mining districts where men
are at work-one near Fort Mohave and the other south of the Tucs'Jn-of which I speak
only from information. I estimate, in the district near Mobaves there are from eight
hundred to one thousand miners. From the other district the miners were driven away
by the Indians, when the troops were withdrawn to put down the rebellion, and then
everybody was obliged to leave that country; but a good ~ many returned. 'There are
probably from five to six hundred in those mines. .'J.'he mines have · been very productive
so far as they could work. In consequence of the Indians and the want of machines, they ,
have n;)t been able to work the leads much. The mining regions of Arizona are not as extensive as in California; but in proportion to their extent they can produce as much or
more than in 'California The census was taken in three districts : in one there were two
thousand three hundred, in another one thousand eight hundred, and in another one
thous:1nd five hundred people ; these included Americans and Mexicans. About one-fifth
of these were Mexicans. There were in that Territory five milit!l:ry po:>ts; there is the same
number now, manned by eight to nine hundred men. I understand there are more now,
some having been sent there from California. The Indians live on game and the mescal
or century plant . They eat up the horses and mules they steal, almost as soon as they get
them. Their country is so rough that horses are of little use to them. 'l'hey keep no
herds of sheep or cattle ; they have no permanent abodes, moving from one place to
another. They told us they would never give up fighting as long as there was any mescal
in the mountains. If they are subdued, I would advise placing them on reservations, not
in their own country, for they could not be kept upon one in it without an immense force.
I do not know of any frauds or peculations committed upon the government or the Indians
by the civil or military authorities in the Territories of New Mexico and Arizona.
Supplies are carried from California by sea and the Colorado river to within about one
hundred miles of Prescott, then by land. The ColoraJo is navigable for steamboats, which
run regularly to ~'ort Mohave. Boat-s have been up near five hundred miles.
Colonel Collins sworn:
I came to the 'Territory first in 1827; I came as a merchant and trader. I traded back
and forth from 1827 to 1843, making a trip once in three years. In 1843 I came and went
into Old Mexico, and since then I have resided most of the time in Old and New Mexico;
and since the war with Mexico I have resided in New Mexico all the time. I was superintendent of Indian affairs from 1857 until 1863, when I turned over the . office to Dr. Steck.
There h~s been a state of hostility between the Mexicans and Navajoes ever since I have
been here . I took charge of the office in 1857, and at the end of the year the .::on duct of
the Iudians was better than it had been previous to that time. This pacific disposition of
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the Indians was occasioned by the large amount of presents they received that fall. Previous to that time the amount of presents had been small ; I issued the goods to them myself. That disposition on the part of the Indians continued until June the next year. Although all depredations on their part had not ceased, still it wal:l the most peaceful time had
with the Indians since I had been in the Territory. About the commencement of June a
difficulty occurred between the Indians and the troops at Fort Defiance. That difficulty
was occasioned by the Indians allowing their animals to run on lands which had been set
apart by an arrangement with them as meadow lands for cutting hay for the post. Major
Brooks was then in command of the post. The Indians were notified to keep their animals
off Finally, after they had been on the ground several times, a company of mounted men,
under Captain McLane, of the rifles, was sent out, who ordered about seventy of the animals shot within the limits of the meadow. The result was, a very short time after this,
a black boy, servant of Major Brooks, was killed by the Indians. The killing of the boy
led to the war, which has continued up to this time. After the killing of the boy a
demand was made by Major Brooks on the principal men of thP. tribe for the delivery of the
. murderer, and were finally told that, unless he was given up, in thirty days war would be
made on the tribe. At this state of the case the facts were reported to General Garland,
who was then in command of the department. General Garland, though not approving of
the course which had been pursued, still thought proper not to recede from the demand
which had been made, but thought proper to exact it. The result was an expedition against
the Indians, under Colonel Miles. My opinion was consulted, and I advised more specific
means, and not to commen0e hostilities until every effort had been made to secure the murderer. An agent was sent out, in co-operation with the troops, to try and get the murderer
and preserve the peace. He failed, the Indians refusing to deliver the murderer. The
agent went with Captain McLane, with instructions to prevent hostilities until a council
could be held with the chiefs, but on the way Captain McLane met some Indians and attacked them, getting wounded himself Notwithstanding this attack, the Indians were collected and a council held, but it resulted in nothing, the Indians stating that they had no
authority to deliver up the murderer, but offered to pay any price for the negro killed. The
offer was refused, the troops insisting upon the delivery of the murderer. The consequence
was opan hostilities. The troops mt>ved against the Indians in every direction, but they
were not sufficiently damaged to bring them to terms. After hostilities commenced, I insisted, with General Garland, that, as the war had been commenced, it should be prosecuted
until the Indians sued for terms. General Garland concurred in this opinion, but was relieved about this time by Colonel Bonneville. This war continued until some time in November, when an armistice was concluded for thirty days, reporting the circumstances to
Uolonel Bonneville. Colonel Bonneville and myself concluded to go out and see the Indians
at the expiration of the armistice, which would be about the 25th of December, at which
time we concluded a peace with the Indians. My opinion was, that the war had been improperly commenced, and was improperly concluded by not making the Indians comply
with the demand made upon them. The substance of the treaty was, that all stock taken
duri~g hostilities should, as far as practicable, be given up; and Colonel Bonneville agreed
to enforce the condition on his part. The treaty was never carried into effect, and in the
summer of 1859 another expedition was sent against the Indians, under Major Simonson.
He went out with instructions to enforce that condition of the treaty to surrender the captured stock. He failed to do so. That expedition was as great a failure as the other. Hostilities continued. The Indians continued their depredations, committing robberies and
murders to a considerable extent, until1860, when General Canby took command and made
an expedition against them. During this time the Mexicans turned loose upon them, captured a good many of their women and children. General Canby made an expedition in
1860. He was not very successful. He went into their country i they asked for peace, and
he made a treaty with them and withdrew the troops. They, however, continued their
hostile depredations just about as before. About that time the rebel1ion uroke out, and the
Texans made their invasion. All the troops were withdrawn from the Navajo country. The
Navajoes continued their depredations as usual, until General Carleton came into the country, when he organized his expedition, under Kit Carson, against them. During the hostilities a band of friendly Indians of about three hundred, increased by the addition of those
disposed to be friendly to about six hundred, were greatly wronged, in my opinion, at Fort
Wingate.· 'rhere was some difficulty about a horse-race. The Indians, I think, won the
race, and the Mexican troops in the service refused to give up stakes, when a quarrel arose,
and the troops fired into them ; some were killed, aud some were wounded. I cannot
say that I could, but I was encouraged to think, but for the difficulty about the meadow
lands and the killing of the negro boy of Major Brooks, I would have been able to
maintain the peace with the Indians. The impression was they were becoming more pacific.
The Indians told me in council that they had agreed to surrender the meadow land!> to the
post. That year there was a drought. The Indians told me that they did not intend to
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violate the arrangement about the grass. I was with the expedition in 1849, under Colonel
Washington, and passed over a good deal of the country. We passed into the country at
the head of the Arollo Chaco; went through the valleys; and in one, the valley of Ohella,
there were perhaps 400 or 500 acres of cultivation, the crops that year looking well. It
was a rainy season, and grain and crops looked well, Indian corn, pumpkins, and peaches.
'Ihe valley of Obelia has no running water; it sinks into the sand, and crops there will
grow without irrie;ation ; think the whole amount of cultivation in all the valleys would
reach 1,500 to 2,000 acres. Such is the character of the country that some years there is
rain, say once in four or five years ; there is a good crop, and other years a failure. There
is plenty of timber-pine, some scrub oak, such as you see in the mountains here. The
water that year was plenty. Some of the water brackish, some good. Water in the valley
of Ohella is good. Water at Fort Defiance is very good. I regard the establishment of Indians on reservations as the only way they can be controlled or kept from hostilities. In
regard to the Navajoes, the condition became such they could not have been controlled in
their own country. If they had lived in peace they could have lived in that country. It
is very large, and the whole of it would have sustained them, and I do not think the government would have thought of removing them, if they had remained at peace. I was at
the Bosque Redondo in the spring of 1863 ; again the other day. I visited it in 1863, as superintendent of Indian affairs, to see if it was sufficient. I became satisfied it 'vas, and my
late visit has confirmed and strengthened my opinion. My opinion is, that it is necessary
for Indians themselves they should be there. Our population is different from the most of
the population of the States, and they are continually liable to get into difficulty with the
Indians. It is difficult to prevent it, and it is a matter of security to the Indians themselves, and the women and children, to be placed under the protection of the United States
upon a reservation. I intend to apply that remark only to a portion of the population. I
think the Navajo country exceeds, in size, the State of Ohio, but it has been somewhat curtailed. A very small proportion of the land can be cultivated by irrigation. I don't think
it will ever be settled by any considerable population. The Mexicans have been in the
habit of making forays into the Navajo country, bringing out stock and captives; and, I
think, some two thousand captives are held in the Territory now. They are held and
treated as slaves, but become amalgamated with the Mexicans and lose their identity.
Henry Connelly sworn :
Is present governor of New Mexico. I have resided in this country as a transient and
permanent resident over forty years ; have been a perrna.nent resident the past eighteen years, during the twenty years preceding residing in Chihuahua; am a native of
Virginia. While in Chihuahua the first twelve years, my communications through New
Mexico were not frequent ; but the latter part of my residence there, Rince 184:3, my communications had been nearly annually through New Mexico before I became a resident of
it. I became acquainted, by conversations with citizens, with the relations between the
Navajoes and Apaches and Mexicans. Since 184:8 I have been intimately acquainted with
them. These relations have been generally hostile, a continued warfare. There have been
some two years, while Mr. Dodge was agent, of comparative peace and security for stock.
The Navajoes made forays to take sheep and stock, killing all who made re.;dstance, their
object ~earning rather to plunder, especially flocks and herds, than a desire to take life, by
attacking towns and villages. The Mexicans generally have been on the defensive. But
sometimes they go after them to make reprisals, to get back their own, and to get what
more they could. They mutually also captured and held ai slaves the women and children of each other. I believe the Mexicans captured the most children, the Indians the
most herds. I found that state of things when I came here in 1824:. I presume this state
of things had existed from time immemorial. It has existed since we acquired the territory from Mexico. I think four years would cover the entire perioi in which we considered ourselves at peace with the Indians. I think there was no account taken of murders
committed, or stock stolen by the Indians, subsequent to 184:6 ; until within a few years
it has been made the duty of the prefects to make such account. I think our greatest
losses occurred during the Texan invasion of 1862. Without giving an opinion in regard
to the present reservation, I think that the system is indispensable to our security. It is
founded upon experience ; for one hundred years of war has shown that some system has
to be adopted to 'prevent them from destroying one another ; and I think the reservation
system, by which they are compelled to abandon their nomadic life, and be compelled to
attend to agriculture, promises the only change for the better. I would say, further, that
the experiment was tried by the Jesuit fathers; and" the situation of the Pueblo Indians
shows what can be done. I am of opinion that nothing but military surveillance can keep
them on the reservations. I am of the opinion there are about fifteen hundred or two
thousand Navajoes hold as slaves in the Territory. '!'here is no law in regard to buying
captives; only proclamations or military orders controlled it. I issued my proclamation
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advising- the people to quit the practice. I never saw any sold, but I know of its being
done. Those I have heard of being sold were among those Navajoes who refused to come
in, captured by the Utes and Mexic:ms. This is since my proclamation. Of those who have
been scattered about, some have been sent to the reservation. The Mexicans, I have no
doubt, unite with the Utes in their capture. Since the establishment of the Indians upon
the reservation, all expeditions for the capture of those remaining have been prohibited
until lately ; since last March some have been captured. Those remaining in their country
have com'llitted depredations by stealing sheep and killing shepherds. In the case of Perea,
two shepherds were killed, and 500 or 1,000 sheep taken; and the murders committed ou
the Rio Perquo, where three men were killed and their stock taken. The case of Roman
Raca, living in San Matua, near the entire stock of himself and that of some other persons
living there was stolen. These are cases which occur to me at this time; there may be
others. I am in favor of keeping the Indians at the Bosque until the government finds a
a better place for them ; and I want the government to be the judge. A. copy of the proclamation above referred to I now present to the committee.
PROCLAMA.TION.
Whereas a suspension of arms, in the prosecution of the war against the Navajo tribe of
Indians, exists, as the more hostile part of that tribe is now reduced to and located
upon the reservation at the Bosque Redondo, and the remainder of the tnbe coming in
and surrendering themselves to the military authorities; and
Whereas any hostile demonstration upon the part of our citizens towards-the said Indians
during this suspension of hostilities would frustrate the intentions and efforts of the government in the peaceable removal of the remainder of this tribe, now collecting around
Forts Canby and Wingate, to whom has been granted safety to life and property while
there and in transitu to the reservation: Therefore,
·
I, Henry Connelly, governor of New Mexico, do issue this my proclamation, and ordain:
First. That hostilities on the part of the citizens with the remainder of the Navajo tribe
of Indians, who have or have not presented themselves at the military posts for removal
to the reservation, shall cease.
Second. That all forays by our citizens of a hostile character into the country heretofore
or now occupied by any part of the said Navajo tribe of Indians, are hereby positively prohibited under the severest penalties.
·
Third. 'l'hat any parties of armed men, with hostile ·intentions, hereafter found in the
Navajo country, will be immediately arrested by the United States troops and sent to the
headquarters of the department of New Mexico, there to be dealt with according to law.
Fourth . It is proper in this connexion to warn the people against further traffic io captive Indians. Th e laws of the country as well as those of justice and humanit.y positively
forbid such a traffic. Measures are now being taken by the Department of the Interior to
have all Indians surrendered who have been sold into slavery, and the people therefore
have this timely warning to refrain at once from any such traffic in Indian captives as has
heretofore been practiced among them.
Done at Santa Fe, this 4th day of May, 1864.
' HENRY CONNELLY,
Governor and Commander-in· Chief of the Militia.
By the Governor :
JoHN WATTS, Private Secretary, in absence of the Secretary of the T~ritory.
The Secretary of the Territory is absent. By the assistance of his son, who is left i.n charge
of the office, I have the records of murders and robberies committed in the year 1863 by
the Navajo Indians in five of the counties of the Territory, to wit: Socorro, Rio Arriba,
Valencia, Santa Fe and Dofia A.na. Horses, 224; cattle, 4,178; sheep, 55,040; goats, 5,901.
The number of citizens killed in these counties during the yoar was sixteen. This I think
mayJ)e taken as a fair estimate of the losses in the above-mentioned counties for several
yearl previous to the year 1863. Other counties not included in this estimate, to wit,
Bernalillo, San Miguel, Soas, Mora, and Santa Anna, have also lost largely-perhaps ·in an
equal amount. In answer to the inquiry, I know of no frauds or peculations perpetrated
on the government or the Indians by the civil or military authorities.
Louis Kennon sworn :
Am a resident of New Mexico; have been for twelve years last past; am a native of
Georgia; am a physician by profession. I am tolerably well acquainted with what is
called the Navajo country. I think the Navajoes have been the most abused people on
the continent, and that in all hostilities the Mexicans have always taken the initiative
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with but one exception that I know of. When I first came here the Navajoes were at
peace, and had been a long time. There was a pressure brought to bear upon the commander of the department by the Mexicans, and all Americans who pandered to that influence to make war upon the N avajoes. General Garland was commander of the depart.
ment at that time, and if you asked the Mexicans any reason for making war, they woul.d
give no other reason, but that the Navajoes had a great many sheep and horses and a great
many children. General Garland resisted their pressure until the unfortunate killing of
a negro belonging to an officer at the post. The circumstances as I heard them are these :
among the Navajoes there is a great equality between the men and women; women own
their own property independent of their husbands, and having property, are entitled to
vote in the councils. They also are at liberty, if dissatisfied with their husbands, to leave
them at will ; but when they do so the husband asks to wipe out the disgrace by killing
some one. A case of this kind occurred. An Indian of a wealthy and influential family,
had been deserted by his wife in this way, and he having had some real or imagined illtreatment from this negro slave belonging to Major Brooks, of the 3d infantry, killed him.
A demand was made for the surrender of the murderer, or war would follow. He was
secreted by his family. The Indians killed some other Indian and brou~ht in his body,
insisting that it was the body of the murderer, killed while escaping from arrest. But the
soldiers knew the murderer well, and they knew the folly of this pretence, so the demand
was f'till insisted upon. Meanwhile some Navajoes near Albuquerque were murdered and
robbed by the Mexicans, and the Navajoes made demand for the surrender of the murderers by General Garland . This was refused, and the surrender still insisted upon of the
Indian who murdered the negro. The Indians offered to pay for the negro, but failed to
surrender the murderer. War ensued, and there has been no permanent peace since.
There have been intervals of quiet, but no substantial peace. Previous to the killing of
the negro, the post bad been under the command of two very able and philanthropic gen.,
tlemen, Majors Kendricks and Backus, who kept the Navajoes at peace by keeping the
Mexicans away from them. I was in the service of the United States as acting assistant
surgeon, and was stationed at Fort Defiance in 1858, and was on a campaign against the
Indians under Colonel Canby, and was in active service two months, scouting over the
country, and therefore I know something about the country. It is ample for the Navajoes.
I could not make a11 approx tmation as to the amount of arable land. If the Navajoes are
eYer colonized there they will have to be in five or six pueblos. I don't think I saw a foot
of it fit for white settlement, because of its remoteness, and I saw no evidences of mineral
wealth in the country. There would be no difficulty in selecting points where a thousand
or two thousand souls could live; but no point where five or six thousand could be subsisted together. There is plenty of wood and water at these places. In the old Navajo
country, the grazing facilities are inexhaustible. I saw no eviclencP.s of minerals; it is a
red sandstone country, in' whicb minerals do not exist. I think the number of Navajo
captives held as slaves to be underestimated. I think there are from five to six thousand.
I know of no family which can raise one hundred and fifty dollars but what purchases a
Navajo slave, and many families own four or five-the trade in them being as regular as
the trade in pigs or sheep. Previous to the war their price was from seventy-five to a
hundred dollars; but now they are worth about four hundred dollars. But the other day
some Mexican Indians from Chihuahua. were for sale in Santa Fe. I have been conversant
with the institution of slavery in GeoJ.tia, but the system is worse here, there being no obligation resting on the owner to care for the slave when he becomes old or worthless.
Fortunately for the Navajoes, they generally got the better of the Mexican5 in their warfares until the Americans came to their rescue. It is my opinion that. the Navajoes and
other wild Indians should be settled on reservations somewhere. Touching the Navajoes,
I think they should be settled in their own country in five or six pueblos. If they were
divided into bands and so situated, I should want an agent to each pueblo. I would have
a large military post in the country, to which the agent of any pueblo could go for assistance if his pcwple did not behave themselves. And I would endeavor to form them on the
model of the pueblo towns as being the best kind of Indian reservations. Under the
Spanish rule, the church was the centre, around which the pueblo system was gathertidthe priest standing in all things as _loco parentis j and if practicable, I would have the iltme
system now ; if not, I would suustitute the agent in place of the priest. I was over the
Bosque twice before the Indiant; were placed there ; not since. I think it is a bad place to
put the Navajoes, and they have a better place in their own country. I think it would be
a good place to put the Indians of the plains, if they could be gathered together, and sustained there, as it belongs to them. In 1854 or '55 I passed through that country in
company with Major (now General) Carleton, who reported to General Garland that it
would be a suitable place for a four-company post. There was nothing decided upon
in regard to it, and one or two years after I passed through the Bosque with Captain
Ewell, late a general in the Confederate States army, an officer of great experience
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and judgment, who reported that there was not wood enough there for a four-company post
for four or five years. I think there are no serious objections to the water. I think some
assistance would have to be given the Navajoes, if put into pueblos, before they became selfsustaining. I would have them under charge of civilians. I think the system of Indian
slavery is the origin of all the difficulties. Let the Indians once understand that the govei'nment will, and wants to take care of them, and it would not require more than one company to keep the whole· nation together.
Major Samuel Allison sworn :
I have been in the Territory since 1848 ; am a Kentuckian by birth; came here from
Coahuila, in Old Mexico; resided there from 1842 until 1848; am acting as clerk of the
supreme court ~nd of the first judicial district. With the exception of very short intervals, \he Navajoes and Mexicans have been at war with each other. At the time Major
Kendricks was in command of Fort Defiance, the Navajoes were quiet. I know this, because I accompanied Governor Merryweather on his trip to Fort Defiance, when presents
were distributed to the Indians. There is no question but what the Indians should be
placed on a reservation. I have been in the Navajo country, but have never been at the
Bosque Redondo. I was sent to the Navajo country in 1852 by Governor Lane to demand
the delivery of captives and stock taken by the Indians. I was near the Tunacha mountain five days, in the midst of the planting grounds; it was near the lattAr part of April I
was there. The northe~n slope of the Tunacha mountain I found well watered with
streams, well timbered, and fine grazing country, and, I should think, susceptible of sustaining a population of at least ten thousand. There was a large number of Indians
planting there at the time ; I was there at the time with the acting governor, 1\fr. Vigil.
I think the slope I have described would be the proper place for a reservation for
the Navajoes. I think the Navajoes, settled on a reservation in their old country, would
require little or no aid from the government for their support. They appeared to have
plenty of corn and mutton when I was there. They did not cultivate that land by irrigation. The north and northeast of the 'funacha mountain is an open country ; on the
west and south are mountains well covered with timber. I doubt whether a force of six
or eight companies could keep them on a reservation in their own country. It is my
opinion, and the general opinion, that the Navajoes have taken more stock from the Mexicans than the latter hfwe taken from them. I suppose the old Navajo country was as
large in extent as the State of Ohio. l would take the northern slope of the Tunacha
mountain, from its southern to its northern spur, as a reservation for the Navvjoes. The
width of this tract would be very great, and its length from twenty-five to thirty miles.
'l'his would comprise what is called Ojo Caliente, Pena Blanca, Ciena, and the streams from
the Tunacha mountain. The Navajoes were not all on this tract, but scattered, about onethird on the tract, and the remainder on other sections of the Territory. Much more land
on the Tunacha slope could have been put in cultivation than was. They were not cultivating by irrigation at that time, but acequias could have been made. The Tunacha mountain, and the great divide between the Pacific and Atlantic waters, would prevent encroachments upon them by the whites.
Percy Ayers sworn :
I have resided in this Territory about thirteen years ; am slightly acquainted with the
Bosque Redondo; I was stationed there about two months in tbe winter of 1863; I took
about 163 .Apache Indians there from Fort Stanton. In the vicinity of Fort t:;umner, the
water is wretched ; my whole company and the horses suffered from it. At the time I was
there, there was very little water, and of very bad quality; it operated on man and beast
like salts . The effect differed with different individuals; some were affected for a few days
with looseness of the bowels; with others, it was permanent during their stay. This was
betweea the •onths of January and March. Surgeon Gyther was there in charge of the
post I lost several horses, from the badness of the water, I judged. At that time the
water ran in a very small stream, but was principally in holes . Aside frr)m the question
of water, I do not thinl{"the Bosque a suitable place for a re~ervation. There is a great
scarcity of wood. The only fctcilities the Indians had for obtaining wood was by digging the
mesquite roots. I have been in a number of scouts through tbe Navajo country, but do
not know of any large tract of land there, on which could be colonized a large number of
Indians; but it could be done in small bodies. In the whole range of their country, I do
not think they could support themselves without assistance. I don't think there is a man
in New Mexico who could say what was best to be done with the Navajo Indians. It has
been a great bone of contention in the Territory. I consider the water at Fort Sumner as
unhealthy, a salt stream running into the Pecos north of the fort. Some one hundred and
fifty miles below Fort Sumner, in 1856, I saw the Pecos very dry. I have been out of the
service about a year and a half, and am now engaged in business in Santa Fe.
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John A. Clark sworn :
Am surveyor general of New Mexico and Arizona. I came first to this Territory and en·
tered upon the discharge of my duties as surveyor general in October, 1861, and have continued to discharge the duties of that office up to this time. I have approved the policy
of placing the Indians upon reservations as being the only provision to secure peace to our
borders. I visited the Bosque Redondo, on the Pecos river, in the spring of 1863, and
since then have travelled over the southern portion of the Navajo country and other portions of this Territory and Arizona, but have seen no place within the Territory claimed as
the Navajo country west of the Rio Grande, nor any place east of that river unoccupied,
so well adapted for the settlement of the Navajoes and New Mexico Apaches as the reservation at the Bosque Redondo. During an extensive official tour through this Territory
and Arizon::t, which I completed in May last, I learned that the Apache and other kindred
tribes inhabiting the country east of the Great Colorado river and south of the Colorado
Chiquito are at war with us, and of course preventing the settlement of the country and
the working and development of the rich mines of that Territory.
Miguel Pifio sworn :
Am a native of New Mexico; have resided in Santa Fe forty-four years; am mayor of
the city ; am a farmer by occupation. During all my lifetime the relations have been a1most all the time hostile between the Navajoes and the people of New Mexico. My opin.
ion the way to have a permanent peace is, to have the Indians placed on a re~ervation ; I
am not acquainted with the country around the Bosque Redondo, nor with the country
formerly occupied by the Navajoes. I think the Indians are well oft' at the Bosque Redondo if there are troops enough to restrain them.
E. W. Eaton sworn :
I was in command at Fort Wingate, in the Navajo country, from February 1, 1864 until
March, 1865. I was there when the Navajoes surrendered themselves and came into the
fort. The first large party that came in there were about twelve hundred. While on
their way in they were pursued by a party of Mexicans, who ran after them to take their
flocks and herds, and I had to send out troops to protect them. The Mexicans killed some
of the Navajoes and captured some captives and stock. They were not troops, but a party
of New Mexican citizens. The Indians were in sufficient force to have resisted them, but
were coming jn to surrender themselves, and made no resistance for fear the troops would
attack them. There were not. over fifty or sixty in the party. Some of the chiefs came in
ahead and informed me of the facts, and I sent out troops to protect the Indians. Several
parties of Navajoes came in afterwards. I sent, in all, some four or five thousand from
that post. I became pretty well acquainted with that portion of the Navajo country lying on the Colorado Cbiquito, lying on the we~t side of the Chusca mountain. I am not
acquainted with any portion of the Navajo country where a single reservation could be located sufficient to support the Indians on, where they could be guarded. This is my opinion from my own knowledge and the best information I receive. I know of no place capable of sustaining over two . thousand. If disposed to settle on reservations, few troops
would be required to guard them; but if not disposed to settle, from their knowledge of
their country, it would require from two to five thousand men to guard them. I do not think
one post could guard them if settled on different reservations; there would have to be a body
of troops stfl.tioned near o:: upon each reservation. I was lieutenant colonel of the 1st New
Mexico volunteers, but am not now in the service. I have resided in New Mexico sirlce
1849. There has been an almost constant state of hostility existing between the Navajoes
and Mexicans. I think the Navajoes succeeded in stealing more stock than the Mexicans,
the latter taking more captives. I consider the Mexicans justified in taking the Indian
children by way of retaliation for stock stolen during the existence of bostilij;ies. During
the existence of hostilities the Mexicans have been in the habit of making unorganized
expeditions into the Navajo country to bring out stock and captives. I have not visited
the Cafion de Chelle; I have not visited the slope of the Tunacha mountain or the valley
of the San Juan; I know nothing of my own knowledge of the capacity of those sections
of that country for reservations. I speak from my own knowle?ge.

James Conklin sworn :
I was born in Canada ; raised in St. Louis ; am si:x:ty-fiv-e years of age ; and have resided
in this Territory since 1825. I think about half the time there'bas been war, and the other
half peace, between the Navajoes and Mexicans, ever since I have been here, both under the
Mexican republic and the United States. The occasion of hostilities bas been, the Navajoes
have been inclined to steal from the Mexicans, and when they do not, the Mexicans steal
from them. During their forays, on both sides, they kill and rob, taking flocks and herds,
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mules and horses, and Cilttle and prisoners, and keep them as servants. They take
Mexicans for servants, and the Mexicans take NavajoPs and make servants of them. This
has been a hereditary thing from generation to generation. I have been out into the Navajo country frequently-sometimes in war, sometimes to trade with them, and other times
l have been sent out among them, and am well acquainted with all their country and their
principal men. I likPd them for their industry and disliked them for their stealing. It
is a fine country for raising stock, and there are places where they can raise considerable
grain. These are scattered about in different places. They generally raise crops without
irrigation ; in some places they irrigate. It is seldom they fail to raise crops . My opinion
is, that it was a bad policy taldng them from their own country, because at different times,
when sent there by General Carleton and others, I would talk with the principal chiefs after there had been war-and they come in at Junez to make peace-to induce them to
make pueblos like pueblos in their own country. They objected, because if one died they
always burned up the lodge and left it and went to another place. I tried to impress them
that that was a wrong idea, and to show them how much more comfortable they would be
in the pueblos. They appettred sometimes to yield assent so far that I thought, if insisted
upon, they would yield that point. I had frequent and long talks upon that subject. Sometimes from sunrise to second rise I have smoked and talked with them upon it. I think
the best policy would have been to insist upon that. I think with very little assistance
and expense they could have been made to do it. My judgment is now that it would be
best to return them to their own country and e~tablish them in pueblos containing from
one thousand to one thousand five hundred persons in a pueblo; and there are places sufficient to establish them all. There is one place, the mouth of the valley of ChP-lla, where
enough could be raised t.o support three thousand persons. That is the largest spot capabl'e of
cultivation, and has other great advantages. There are in the canon orchards of peachesas many as a thousand or twelve hundred trees in one place; no other fruit but peaches. I
am also acquainted wlth the Tunacha mountain. On the eastern slope enough could be raised
to support about one thousand Navajoes on the different spots of land capable of cultivation
without irrigation. There is not water enough for irrigation. They plant corn very deep
with a stake and raise very good crops . There is also the Little Chella, near the larger one
of that name. Also in the San Juan, where another b :md generally cultivate lands. If
estab1ished in different pueblos, I think all the Navajoes could be fixed upon six diff<:Jrent
pueblos not very far apart, and with proper agents and some afd they would soon become
self-sustaining. I think that a small force would have to be kept there to keep them within
the limits, and if any were caught to chastise them. I do not think there would be any
need of military, except to keep them on their pueblos and prevent them from encroachments too. I do not think the Mexicans have made as many aggressions upon the Navajoes as the Navajoes have upon them.
Anastitius s ,mclaval sworn:
Am a native of Santa Fe; have always lived in Santa Fe, except a short time in the
county of ban l\1iguel ; am forty-nine year:> of age ; am a merchant and farmer, and have a
mill. Mo8t ofthe time war has existed between the Navajoes and Mexicans; but little of
the time in peace. The object of the N avajoes was to plunder the flocks and kill the people.
The Mexicans in turn made expeditions against them and took their flocks aud herds. Under General Biscarra there was a treaty of peace which lasted a short time, when the Navajoes broke the treaty and commenced ~tealing flocks and killing people. A year ago I was
on the Bosque reservation My judgment is that it is better to leave the Navajoes where
they now are, than to send them back to their old country.
Filipe Delgado sworn :
Am a native of New Mexico; aged thirty-five; have always resided in the Territory, at
Santa Fe, or within fifteen miles of it. My recollection is, that the Navajoes have always
been hostile ; am at present superintendent of Indian affairs. It is my opinion tlnt putting
Indians on reservations is the only way to keep them under control.
[See Smithsonian report for 1855, page 283. J
Surgeon 0. M. Bryan sworn:
Am medical director of the department of New Mexico; have acted as such over two
years. Weekly reports of the deaths, wounded, and sick are made to me from all the posts.
I am of the opinion that the post of Fort Sumner is as healthy as any other post. Ireceive also reports of the health of the Indians, captives. Within the last two months there
has been an average of over eight thous~md five hundred Indians on this reservation.
On an examination of the weekly returns of the health of the Indians for the months o(
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May and June, I find an average of ninety-one unfit for duty, ~>ick. Deaths reported in that
time . two . The weekly reports do not show the nature of the diseases, but the monthly
report which i~; sent to the 8urgeon General does. From my r eco llection they are suffering
mostly from venereal disease, catarrhl, and rheumatism. I do not think the character of
the disease can be attributed to the w.der. My attention has been C<:tlled to this question
from some complaints made. I can have some water taken from the Pecos at a low stage,
at Fort ~umner, sent to the Surgeon General's office.

SANTA

F:E, i'ltw Mexico.

Captain W. H. Bell sworn :
Am chief commissary of thi::; department; have acted as such since June, 1864. Some
little time before I tpok ch:uge of affairs the Indians had become a charge to the government;
can give an abstract of expenses in my department for the support of the captive Indians until
the present time, which will show the monthly expenditures for the Indians, the cost of
all supplies. That exhibit I make part of my statement. I was on an exploring expedition under Major Simonson, charged with exploring the whole Navajo country. Hostilities commenced before we left the country, and I went on one scout against the Indians. I
made a map of the country and sent it to the War Department. The country consists of
valleys, with little water and mesas. There is very little water for irrigable purposes. The
greater proportion of the Navajo country lies in what is now Arizona. I have been in the
army since 1858. I left the .Military Academy at that time. I carne out here in 1858 and
'59, and staid until A.ugust, 1861; then went to Tex~s. I saw no place for a reservatioa
in the Navajo country capable of sustaining the whole nation. I think the Bosque Redondo is the only place where the Indians could be placed capable of supporting them.
rrhe San Juan valley is the only place which approaches a place suitable for a reservation,
but if placed there they would have to be strung along a distance of a htlndred miles, the
valley being in no place more than a mile wide, and in some places not more than three
hundred yards-the average of both sides, water and all, being about half a mile; outside of this nothing grows, not evP.n a cactus bush. There is some cottonwood timber in
the Pan Juan valley.
FoR.'l' SmiNER, June 26, 1865.
George Guyther sworn:
Is surgeon of the 1st New Mexican cavalry; has been medical officer since December 1,
1862, with an interval of about four months, during which time I was at Fort Wingate,
New Mexico. From my knowledge of the health of this post, as my experience bas enabled
me to acquire, I comider it the healthiest place I ever lived in. It is peculiarly healthy
because of its locality upon an open plain. It~ freedom from stagnant waters, the ability
to prevent liquor at the post, and the power to enforce hygienic laws, are the forces which
combine to pToduce the healthy condition of this locality. The altitude is about :five thousand fed above the Eea. There are, at all seasons of the year, strong winds blowing from
various qu>uter;;, and these winds prevent the accumulation of mephitic vapors. The water, I have no hesitation in saying, has never proved detrimental at this post. It is quite
a comm•m occurrence for newcomers to find a temporary relaxation of the bowels. This
is owing, probably, to some mineral constituents of the w<:tter. This is only temporary, and
in all cases parties find themt:elves benefited by its use. Dozens of men, who, at other
posts, found a cure of various diseases impossible, have been here permanently benefited.
I regard the post as a "S mtarium. '' I have made a rough analysis of the waters of the
Pecos river, which is the drinking-water of all at the post. When the water is low and
clear it is largely impre gn>~ted with salts, which, with my limited amount of tests, I found
to consist mainly of the sulphate of lime and soda. This condition of the river, its lowness
anti clearness, exists about four months in the year, these months being variable, as the
liver rises in th~ upper country. During the remaining eight months the water is supplied from the melting snows and rains of the upper country, which makes it of the :finest
character. I have never known any person of any complexion, white man, Indian, or Mexican,
seriously affected IJy the use of the water. The temporary relaxation of the bowels that newcomers txperience in the low state of the water has never ·produced any weakne8s of the
bowels, dia1 rbaH, of a permanent character. lam cognizant of soldiers coming to this post,
who, to my 1 ertain knowledge, have b en under medical ttt.tment unsuccessfully for chronic
diarrhcea fur mouths, and even year,:, becoming perfectly cured at. this poet; and, incidentally,
I will mention the C•Se of private Skinne, of Lieutenant P01ter's company. This man was
under my care fur chronic diarrhcea at every p( st from California here, and I did not cure
him uutil he came here. Syphilitic cases, which have defied all treatment, including
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courses of mineral waters, have been here appflrently cured. The medical statistics of tht
post are made and kept by me in my own handwriting. These statistics fully bea11 me oue
in the opini1m I have given. The number taken sick each month, and the number ~turned
to dnty, prove conclusively that it is a most salubrious locality. Furthermore, the deaths
at the post have been from dh;eaEeR brou~ht here, none of which may be attributed to disease originating here. The fin;t of these was from pneumonia in a broken-down syphilitic
constitution, brought on from outpost duty; th e second, a cr.se of mania; the third was a
case of ulcer~tion of the intestines in a confirmed drunkard. These were the only deaths
from dh;ease among the troops at this post during a period of over two years and a half.
During that time th ere were always four, and somt>times six, companies stationed at this
post. I have had also the medical treatment of all the civilians. and have never known the
death of but one, and he was quite an old man. As to the health of the Indians, I have
found a large quantity of syphilis 11nd many cases of pneumonia; also, in the fall of the
year, some bilious fevers. There is considerable difficulty in curing Indians of either sex of
syphilis. I will here stctte that this syphilis is, in a mAjority of cases. of long standing, little
of it, I think, being the result of recent communication. The difficulty of which I just spoke
arises from the dh;like of Indians to st3.y under medical treatment for the time indispensable
to a cure. I have had r;o difficulty in cnriug pneumonia among them, as, in that disease,
they are unable to leave the hospitaL It has occasionally happened that the relations of
the sick person. have carried the p atient off clandestinely, to get such benefits as may accrue from the practice of their native medicine-men. The cases of bilious fever yielded
readily to treatment . The fev ers arose, I think, from the indiscriminate irrigation of crops,
by the Indians, at a time when the ground was already thoroughly saturated by rains,
which had fallen to the average depth of ten inches in the season. thus producing malaria
from the standing water upon the lands. From my knowledge of cultivation by irrigation,
there is nothing in a proper system of irrigation to render the locality unhealthy, since a
proper amount, placed on the land is no more unhealthy than rain or the watering of a
garden. I wish here to state that the better education of the Indians in these matters will
tend to mitigate the evil. 'l'here is nothing in the quality of the water drank at thi:; post
calculated to aggravate or produce either of the diseases above mentioned, or auy other
di.;ease to which they are liable. There is a feeling of superstition among tbem against
being or going into any building where any person has dieli, and, knowing that, I have
never allowed any person to die in a warrl of the hospital. I have given an order, and personally seen that it was carrierl into effect, that all persons who were near dissolution
should be carried ioto an out-house, and I acted thus from a fear, or rather actually that !
could not got a sick Indian mto the hospital if any oue should die in it. While I was in
charge of the Indian hospital it was thought all the time the number of out door patients
among the Indiam; averaged seventy; the in-door patients often as high as twenty-five.
The hospital was r eserv.-d fur the worst c.tses of sickness among the Indians Of the hospital
cases there were not more than two deaths per month; oft he out-door cases, which were light
cases, I do not recollect any death:> while I was in charge. I wa.s in charge of the Indian hospital frurn the lstof January, 1863, mLtil November, 1863, and from M>lY 1, 1864, to Decembar 31, 1864. An acting assistant surgeon bas been in charge the other p.- ut of the time to
the present timA During June and July of last year varioloid prevailed to considerable extent. I vaccinated near six hundred, many of whom had been vaccinated before. I .
heard of no deaths, however. I think the general hea lth of the Indians has not been goud
from the oppo,;ition to our medical treatment through the influence of their medicine-men,
as well as from their exceedingly dirty and imprudent habits of eating and allowing filth of
every character to remain nettr their huts and lodges. They defecate promiscuously near
their huts; they leave offal of every ch<tracter, dead animals and dead skins, close in the vicinity of their huts, and even their own dead they will leave unburied. If one dies they
pull down the hut around the dead body and leave it. There are so many Indians that it
would require a large police force to compel them to use greater care and c1eanliness. There
is nothing in the locality tending to produce rlisease. It is wholly owing to their own habits
The soldiers and citizens have generally enjoyed perfect health. There has been considerable venereal di,;ea·~e a.mong • he soldiers at this pust, mostly in eypbilitlc form. I found,
when I took charge of tbe Indians, a Ia ·ge amount of syphilitic disease among them, both
male and female. My imprl'Ssiun is, that although there h::t.s been a mutual communication of diseaRe, yet by far the gteate:-t qnantit.v existed among the Indians, and wu.s imparted by them to the troop~ In ~p ~ak i n g npon the ~ubject I refer to the Nr.wajoes, and
not to the Apaehes. Arooug the Apaches it hardly exbts at all. The Navajo wumt n are
very looRe, and do not look upon foruiecttion aR a crime. Within the last few months the
mo~t r!gid discipline h ~s been adopte 1, and a provo~t gn>~.rd estab·ished around the p11st to
prevent all communicatilln between the troops and the Navnjo women; and there has bP.tn
much les;:; di:-ease among them sincM that OTder W <\S establisl;ed
I will further state, that
a large porlion of the syphilis [ fiud to exbt in the Navajo nation is constitutional and he-
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reditary, indicating itf; existence in the tribe for many years paFt, and the same is true of
the pop11lation surrounding tLem. 'I'his hereditary syphilis is not communicated by sexual
interco~n;e.
I think the average width of the valley capable of irrigation and cultivation
down to the "Point of Rooks," one and one-half mile; the length some sixteen miles, or
twenty-four sections, something over 15,000 acres.
Major H. M.· Enos sworn :
I have been in New Mexico since November, 1856; am captain in the regular army; I
was an officer of the line unUl 1861, but am now in the quartermaster's department; I
have been acting in this department almost all the time I have been in the Territory. The
principal military operations, indeed all of them except when invaded by the Texans in
1861 and 1862, have been connected with Indian affairs, and mainly with the Navajoes,
since I have been in the department. Upon an average, from two to three regiments of
troops have been constantly required, since I have been in the Territory, to carry on mtlitary operations against the Navajoes or to protect the inhabitants against their depredations. From earliest history they have been at war with the Mexicans. I have conversed
with people eighty years of age, who state that when they were boys they had been at war
with the Navajoes; and since our acquisition of the territory from Mexico, that same
state of hostilities, in the main, has continued bfltween them and the people of New
Mexico. I have never ascertained the annual expense of these regiments. I think~ in the
quartermaster's department the expense of an infantry regiment would be, annually, from
$250,000 to $300,000, and a cavalry regiment $500,000 to $600.000 per annum. This would
not include the purchase of horses, nor the payment of troops, but simply the expen::;e
of the quartermaster's department to keep the regiment in serviceable condition and trans·
portation. Since I have been in this department there have been twelve to fifteen mounted
companies. In the fall of 1858 there was an expedition against the Navajoes, under
Colonel Miles; that expedition resulted in a treaty about Deeember, 1858, by which the
Indians were not to pass east of a certain line, and they were not to resist the passage of
our troops to explore the country. In the summer of 1859 an expedition, under Major Simondson, was sent into their country. This was not hostile; there were no hostilities
while they were in the country; as soon as withdrawn, depredations were committed by
the Indians in September or October. In the summer of 1860 an expedition was sent
ag::tinst them, under Colonel Canby; portions of four regiments, some 1,500 tr:ops, perhaps 2,000, employed directly or indirectly. This war continued into the winter; operations carried on until into March ; considerable stock taken; many killed ; Indians reduced,
so that they came in and begged for peace and provisions. Hostilities were suspended and
the tn•ops withdrawn by the July following from the Territory; only two companies of
New Mexico volunteers were kept in the country, at Faunt le Ray. I do not remember
of any depredations in the summer of 1861 by the Navajoes; they commenced again in
January or February of 1862, and continued them until another expedition was organized
in 1863, under General Carleton, commanding the department, and Kit Carson, commanding the expedition. He entered their country in July, 1863, and continued through the
winter of 1863-'64, and until several thousand surrendered themselves to the military authorities at Forts Canby and Wingate. The estimates of the Navajoes are from five to ten
thousand, and some as high as fifteen thousand. From my best information there are
eight or nine thousand, judging from those surrendered and estimates of those who remain
in their country. On 31st of December, 1864, there were on the reservation at the Bosque
Redondo, 8,354; this is based on the census made by General Carleton From my best
information I think not over 500 rem::dn in their ol::l country. There are but two of the
chiefs or headmen who have not surrendered or come in yet. The grounds upon which
the military authorities have th0ught fit to remove the Navajoes and place them on areservation upon the Pecos are : 1st. There is not in their own country a sufficient body of
land situate together to make a sufficient reservation for them and to produce grain for
their subsistence. 2d. It is less expensive to feed them than to fight them. 3d. That uy
removing them to their present reservation they are brought nearer the grain-producing
districts of New Mexico and the States, and can be supported cheaper than on any reservation in their own country. 4th. That one of the most favorable routes to Arizona leads
through the heart of the Navajo country. 5th. Where they now are they are on the extreme frontier settlements of New l\lexico, and removed from any thoroughfare or travelled route through the country. 6th. By their removal a large grazing country is thrown
open to settlement. I think 600 to 800 men would be sufficient to guard them on the
reservation-half cavalry and half infantry. In a few years the number could be grdat!y
reduced. \Vith the Navajoes in their own country, two or three regiments of troops could
not preveut them from committing depredations. "\Vbere they ara riow located six or eight
hundred men are sufficient. I have been personally on the res~rvation on the Pecos. I
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think for farming by irrigation there is no better country in New Mexico or Arizona. I
think ten thousand acres or more is capable of irrigation ; the soii and the water sufficient
for irrigable purposes. The Navajoes, in their own country, cultivate small patches by
irrigation, apparently with as much skill and care as the Mexican population generally.
They manufr:.cture blankets in looms of their own construction, some very celebrated for
the beautiful arrangement of colors and for durability. I have stated the reasons upon
which the military administration of the Territory have based their action in relation to
the Navajoes. My own opinion coincides fully. It is the only practical way, in my judgment, for the general government to t ake care of the Indians. Last October the Indians
appeared generally satisfied with the place and the treatment there. I cannot now speak
from personal knowledge; all communication is through interpreters; I do not understand the Navajo language; I judged from their appearance and from conversation with
the officers. I saw a large number there at work upon acequia3 and farms. There was a
surgeon there for the Indians, and a hospital. The health of the Indians last fall was
good ; there were but three in the hospital. The water there is rather alkaline ; our officers and men use it; I have never heard them complain of the water ; troops and officers
looked as healthy as at any post I visited; I have not heard of the water affecting the
health of the Indians unfavorably. In their own country I do not think the Navajoes
could support themselves without robbing and stealing from the Mexicans .around th em.
The property captured from the Indians is generally sold ; sometimes it is given to the
troops The property brought by the Indians when they surrendered they have been allowed to keep. The property found among them belonging to the people was returned to
its owners. The Navajoes are wry suspicious as to what is to be done with them; they
feared they were to be killed there, and for that cause some wanted to leave the reservation; that was the only cause experienced. "While I was there they tried to get them to
enter a large corral for the purpose of counting them ; the Indians obj ected ; afraid they
were going to ba murdered ; since then they have consented to go in to have rations issued to them. A lot of them at Faunt le Ray, at a horse-race, on some difficulty about
the race, were fired on with mountain howitzers by the New Mexican troops; some twenty
or thirty were killed ; since then they have been more suspicious of our troops ; this was
in 1861. I am not able to give the number of warriors of the Comanches, Kiowas and
Indians of the Plains. :M:y opinion is, that an efficient campaign could not be carried on
against these Indians without at least 10,000 men in the field; two-thirdG or three-quarters
ought to be mounted. To supply the troops and horses, all provisions and transportation
would have to come from the States. The price of transportation, per hundred, to this
point from Leavenworth is $15 37 ; this would defeat our troops operating from New Mexico; other defeats along the .Arkansas. To keep a regiment of mounted men in the field,
besides their pay and original cost of horses and arms, it would cost $1,500,000 per annum.
I do not think an expedition of 10,000 men could be put into the field and kept in service
for a year for less than $30,000,000 or $35,000,000. I think one year's campaign, with
that number of men, could reduce them to submission. They have always had large
quantities, and recent reports say that they have captured large quantities, of cattle from
the Texans. They are g~nerally well armed; many have rifles and six-shooters-pistols.
They are the most formidable Indians we have to contend with. Our men on horseback
are not equal to them on horseback. They will use the bow and arrow on horseback with
almost the same precision as on foot. The only way our men can fight them is to ride up
to them and dismount. They will never fight unless surprised, unless they are in a position to have a decided advantage. I calculate with 10,000 men they could be surrounded
and compelled to fight under such circumstances as to be subjugated in one year's campaign. There have been no hostile acts committed on the settlements of New Mexico ;
their depredations have been committed on the routes ; depredations last summer were
laid to the Cheyennes; but it is now believed they are all engaged-Comauches, Kiowas,
Arapahoes, and Cheyennes. Since I have been here, until the expedition of the fall of
1859, those Indians have been at peace until last year. l\'Iy opinion is, that those Indians
could come to some amicabie treaty of peace unless they are urge:! on to acts of hostility
by white m en. Whether such would be the best policy in the long run I have my doubts.
l think, soo 'J er or later, they must be punished.
FoRT SuMNER, June 27, 1865.
Charles L. Warner sworn:
Am physician and surgeon by profession, and now in charge of the Indian hospital.
This bo:;pital is built of adobes, one story high, ~nd walls thirty inches in thickness . It is
a very cool building; it is auout one hundred and seventy feet long and twenty-five feet
wide, with portico along the whole length-wings running back from each end, and surrounded by a wall in rear enclosing a yard or court. From the 12th of January last I have

342

APPENDIX.

been in charge of this hospital and of the medical treatment of tbe Indians, and during
that time ha\Te kE'pt records of all cases and f\11 deaths occurring. I keep a record also of
cases out of the hospital. The disea8es prevailing- among them a1 e venereal, inflammation
of the lungs, inflammation of the pleura, remittent and typhomalalial fevers and rheumatism. The venereal disease existing among them. from all indications, is of long standing;
some of it appears to be here !itary and constitutional. We have been successful in
the treatment of this disease; none have clied from it treated in h ospital, nor do I know
of any case of death from it treated outside. A great many who have the di:;ease do not
come to the hospib.l for treatment but are treated outside, and quite successfully . 'fhe medicine men among them sometimes interfere to prevent the sick from taking our medicines.
This disease is found most prevalent among the poorer Indi--l.us. I have never found but one
or two cases in the families of the chiefs or headmen ; the persons afflicted by the disease are looked upon by the tribes as objects of conte mpt. I regard thil:l post as a very
healthy locality. In comequence of the river overflowing a piece of bottom land near
some of the lodges of the Jndians, there were som e m aladal fevers am ong those loc<~ted
there, and I had their lodges moved on to high er glOund, and all th ese symptoms ROOD disappeared. The watt>r drank at this post by all pen.;ons iR from the l'ec(s river. It is most
of the time roiled, like the waters of the Mbsouri, l!ut is good water. When the river is
high it comes clown principally from the mountains, from rains and m elting snows, but
when low it partakes more of the nature of the waters of the Aqua Negra and similar
springs. As to its constituent qualities, I am quite sure there is Fome iron among them ;
it contains also salts of some kinds, but in what propor1ions I can not state, as I have not
the means at hand to make an accurate analysis, but I l'hink it a very healthy drinking
water ; when roily it ought to be Fettled or filt.ered. The qualities introduced by the>:e
Aqua Negra springs tend to make the water healthy.
Tbe statistics of this post
prove that the drinking water is healthy. I hold in my h>~.nd an abstract of the
report of sickness, death, and medical treatment at this hospital, including also the
outside cases, for the months of January, February and March, 1865. During the month
of January there were one hundred and sixty-six cases, and only one death of inflammation
of the lungs. During the month of March there were one hundred and fifte en cases and
no deaths, and during the month of February there were one hundred and twenty-two
cases, and one death from inflammation of the bowels. I have also the monthly re port for
April. There were one hundred and thirty-three cases and one death from inflammation of
the lungs. In the month of May there were one hundred and eighty-eight cases and two
deaths one from inflammation of the lungs and one from inflammation of the bowels. The
repc,rt for the present is not made up yet, but up to this time no death has occurred.
The above contains an abs tract of all the cases treated in hospital and outside among the
loflges of the Indians Of these, the hospital patients would average about twenty per
month. From the influence of their medicine men and from their great superstitions in
regard to medical treatment, many of them sick will not come to the hospital or be treated
by us, and there has been some mortality among them which has not come under my observation, and I am unable to state the entire number of deaths. Considering their numbers, I consider them, on the whole, as healthy. I attribute most of their sickness to irregularity and constipation of the bowels, owing in part, perhaps, to the fact that, drawing
their rations once in two days, they eat too much the first day, and in part to their irregularity of habits. From my intercoune among them, while among the older ones there is
a desire to go back to their old country, they are, upon the whole, a contented people, and
generally of a cheerful and happy disposition. This is especially true of the ~avajo population.

FoRT SuMNER, June 26, 1865.
James M. Giddings sworn :
My age is fifty-three; my native State is Kentucky ; first came here in 1835, returned
... in 1836, came back again i.n 1840, and have remained here ever since. I bave lived on the
Pecos, some three or four miles from here, since 1853. I have kept a ranch, cattle and
sheep, and have been farming ; raise my crops by irrigation by the waters of the Aqua
Negra, a branch of the Pecos. In dry times the water,; of the Aqua Negra give character
to the waters of the Pecos. My stock drink of the Aqua Negra; it is undoubtedly healthy.
I have had from eight to thirty-three families in my h ouse or fortification, and have never
had any death from disease. Some of them used Pecos and some the Aqua Negra. The
water of the Aqua Negra is the same as that from the springs below running into the Pecos.
That is a healthy water; it is somewhat diuretic when taken unmixed with the other
waters of the Pecos. It runs over some beds of gyp8um and is charged with soda and !.<Ulphate of lime. I have looked over the lands upon the reservation capable of irrigation.
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I once examined the place, contemplating opening a ranch, before it was selected for an
Indian reservation. I think the average width of the land capable of irrigation from a mile
to a mile and a half. These level lands in this country are very deceptive as to distance,
and are more than they appear to the eye ; without measurement one cannot judge correctly. The land is of good quality, decidedly good ; there is plenty of water to irrigate
it. It will produce, on an average, thirty bushels of wheat or corn to the acre. of beans
twenty.five bushels, and vegetables of all kinds except the Irish potato. Sweet potatoes
do well with me. Cabbage, onions, and all garden vegetables grow in great abundance.
The grasses on the reservation outRide of the lands capable of irrigation are very fine and
nutritious, much better than the grasse8 of the latter. Cattle, sheep, horses and mules
keep in good condition all winter without hay, from the natural pasturage. On the lands
of the reservation, each 5ection of land one mile square would sustain, summer and winter1 one hundred head of cattle. This reservation has been very little use( I as pasturage
grounds by the Mexicans on account of its proximity to the Comanches and other Indians.
The establishment of the reservation here tloes not in any respect abridge the pasturage
grounds used by the Mexicans. On the other hand, the opening of the country heretofore occupied by the Navajoes, which is about as large as the State of Ohio, will greatly
extend the lands of New Mexico for settlement, while the establishment of the Apaches
here bas secured for peaceable settlement thirteen thousand seven hundred square miles
between the Red river and the Rio Bonito. This reservation would maintain one sheep to
the acre, winter and summer, more than one million sheep in all. There is mesquite all
over the reservation ; it is the very best kind of fuel. If the mesquite should he exhausted
there is any quantity of ~ffOOd up the Pecos river, between the Gusana and Pecos, and they
could get millions of coras of red cedar and pinon, by simply cutting, throwing into the
river, and floating it down. The expense of putting it in and taking it out of the river
would be small. There are some bottoms here on the river subject to overflow, when if
once ploughed and stock kept out, will spting up to cottonwood very thick; such has been
my experience. So all along the acequias. The peach trees would grow finely and produce a great deal of fruit'. Peaches, grapes, and apricots do very finely here. I am clearly
Df opinion this reservation is one of the best for the Indians possibly to be found. It is
decidedly best for New Mexico, as it opens a chance to be the greatest wool-producing
country in the United States, while the reservation settled by the Navajoes is the best possible protection to New Mexico against the Indians of the plains, the Comanches and o tbers.
FoRT SuMNER, June 27, 1865.
William R. McCormick sworn:
Am a practical farmer; have resided in New M~xico three years; I have looked over
the cultivated land on the reservation, the land planted to wheat and corn; I have given
attention to the crops to see the prospects within the last few days; I estimate the wheat
at five or six hundred acres, in four different places. The No. 1 piece of wheat of one
hundred and fifty to one hundred and seventy-five acres will, I think, yield twenty bushels
per acre; the No. 2 of one hundred and seventy-five to two hundred acres, fifteen to
eighteen bushels; No. 3 is connected with this--will not exceed from seven to ten bushels
per acre; it is not even on the ground. The corn looks promising, but at this stage of
its growth it is impossible to estimate the crop. The crop now upon the ground is no
~riterion of what might be produced when the ~>ystem is perfected.

Henry B. Bristol sworn :
Am captain in the 5th United States infantry, and stationed at this post ; I have been here
since tbe·22d of May, 1863; I have been part of the time commanding officer of the post,
and acting mi.litary superintendent of the Navajo Indians. When I came here therfl was
but one Navajo Indian here. He was taken from a Mexican who offered him for sale for
ten dollars ; so that all of them have been brought here since I came here. They came at
different times. Total number brought here, 8,474; of these there were men, 2,325; of
women, 2,710; of children, 3,164:; infants at the breast, 275. At the last count, on the
30th of April last, there were present 7, 169. The difference in numbers is accounted for
by deaths not reported, and absence of those who were hunting. Some others reside on
the reservation, some twenty to twenty-five miles from the post, and were not present at
the count, herding their stock. Some of them are owners of considerable Jx>rds of horses
and sheep , and a few mule!! and goats. 'fhe number of deaths reported among the Navajoes
from all canses, so far as it bas come to ou-r knowledge, is two hundred and sixteen since
the lst of February, 1864. The Indian people reside along the valley for nearly twentyfive miles, and some deaths occur without being reported. I have, since my connexion
with them, learned the organization, habits,· customs and superstitions of the Indians.
They are as follows : I have looked over the lands on this reservation cap.1 ble of irrigation;

•

344

APPENDIX.

there is in my opinion sufficient to sustain all the Indians on the reserYation. I have under
cultivation by irrigation about two thousand five hundred acres. Most of the digging of
the acequias or ditches bas been performed by the Indians, soldiers superintending
them in the work; also, much of the ploughing and d~opping of corn and the boeing.
Many of the Indians know how to cultivate by irrigation. The young men and boys seem
very anxious to learn, and show much aptitude for the work. They have some blacksmiths among them who makE' good bits; one presented, made by a Navajo, is in the
Spanish style. I think they would be apt to learn to be carpenters, tailors and shoemakers.
They an handle the awl well in making their necessaries, leggings, &c. The men knit
their leggings-some are very good. The women are very industrious, spinning the wool
and weaving blankets and girdles. If they had sufiicient wool, they could make clothing
for the whole tribe; they show themselves contented and happy at work. I have seen
sometimes from four to five hundred men at work on the acequias, singing, laughing and
happy. I have become well acquainted with their feelings; while many, if asked whether
they would prefer to go back to their old country, would say they would, the great mass.
of them feel that they are well treated and that the present location is a good one for
them. There is a good deal of mesquite about the place, upon all the lands around us, for
fuel; there are cedar and pinon in large quantities up the river, which can be cut and floated
down here. Last spring some Indians, with a few soldiers up the 1iver, cut and floated
down with very little trouble and expense some two hundred cords of wood to this post.
Up ibe river the wood is very extensive As to the health of the post, I can say with
confidence that it is very healthy. There is as little sickness as at any post I was ever
stationed at. The water has never affected me nor any other ierson I know of, except
two new-comers, who said that it slightly relaxed their bowels for a day or two. The
Indians have generally been healthy ; there has been some sickness among them ; I think
there has been no more mortality among them or their children than among any equal
number of people. As to their diseases, I cannot tell as much as a surgeon ; some are said
to be affected with venereal, pneumonia and rheumatism. If nothing interferes to prevent
the present crops from maturing, as they now promise well, I think we shall raise nearly
enough to feed the Indians until next season. There has been made mainly by the Indians
nearly thirty miles of ucequias, and we contemplate. opening other large acequias and
feeders, to bring another large tract under cultivation. For this purpose some survey&
are necessary, as it would have to be opened fifteen to eighteen miles long, to put the
water upon a higher plateau of ground by hugging the base of the hill. The Indian8 can
do the labor with some superintendence, and wit.h that tract under cultivation I am confident, from my experience here, they can raise more than enough for themselves, and to
feed the government animals needed at this post, and very nearly if not·quite supply the
troops at this post with breadstuffs. For peaches, apricots, and grapes the soil is excellent;
the river banks are covered with wild grapes. Upon the balance of the reservation there
are many springs, besides the river; there are six springs. 'Ihe pasturage is good, supporting cattle, horses, mules and sheep in large numbers. Hay could be produced to feed
during the winter storms. If CongresR should appropriate a sum of money sufficient to.
give a few sheep to each family, 1 am confident they would keep them and not kill them.
From the wool the women would make their clothing, and frora the milk feed the children to a considerable extent. The money could be better expended here for that purpose
than to attempt to drive them from the States. There ought to be an appropriation for hats
and shoes, and some domestics, cotton cloth and calico and a few dyes ; and there should
also be some farming implements, a blacksmith's and carpenter's shop; there ought to be a
grist mill. When the Indians came here, as a general thing, they were very much impoverished and in tatters. I never saw anything like it. Now, they are much better clothed,
because the pelts of the sheep slaughtered by the government were given to the poorer
classes of the Indians, and their women have made the wool into blankets, and they are
now much better clothed. The hides also have been used by them in their lodges, and
the green beef-hides have been used by them to make soles for their moccasins. Those
who came bringing their flocks and herds with them have increased in the number of their
sheep and goats. There is a strong sense of individual property among Navajoes, and
sheep are prized by them as the highest species of property. They regard each other's rights
of property, and punish with great severity any one who infringes upon it. In one case a
Navajo was found stealing a horse; they held a council and put him to death. As an evidence of how they prize sheep, I would state that sixty-one Navajoes raised and gathered
259,000 pounds of corn fodder which they sold to the government at $15 per ton, for
which they received sheep at the rate of about ~H per head, and these persons receiving
these sheep have little flocks now, which they prize very highly; very few of them have
been killed ; they are herded with great care, and the wool preserved and manufactured
into clothing. I have caused to be sowed upon the Navajo fctrm, of wheat, 15,000 pounds;
of beans, 1,677 pounds; shall probably put in, of beans, 7,000 pounds more; of corn, I
have planted 11,387 pound8.
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FoRT UNION, June 20, 1865.
Asa B. Cary sworn :
Isnative of Connecticut; t·wenty-nine years of age; captain in the 13th United States
infantry ; have been in New Mexico since August, 1860; from August, 1860, to December,
1860, was engaged in th e Navajo campaign under Colonel Canby; I was in command of
a company ; for about a year I was on duty at Albuquerque, a,; post quartermaster and
commissary; was depot commissary h ere until June, 1863; was in command of troops dur-.
ing the invasion of New Mexico by the Texans in 1862 ; from that time to July, 1864, was
in the campaign against the Navajot: s, under Colonel Carson, a part of the time in command of the expedition myself; from June, 1864:, to this time, have been on duty in
quartermaster's department a portion of the time as chief quartermaster of the department
at Santa Fe. From my best information, I think there are about twelve thousand Navajoes;
about nine thousand have been captured, or have surrendered and been taken to the reservation on the Pecos. I think there are about three thousand still remaining in their old
country. They constitute, with th eir families, the rich portion of the tribe ; they are far
removed from their countl·y. I think they have a large amount of stock, sheep, cattle
and horses; I think they are rich, because they have not come in to go to the Bosque.
When I was in command in 1864, I used every endeavor to learn from the Indians their
exact numbers; their ideas of numbers are very indefinite; have not had any communication with those remaining 5ince the nine thousand surrendered; I think they are over on
the San Juan and Big Colorado rivers, in the northern part of Arizona. I have seen one
chief of the Navaj oes, who in answer to my inquiries stated that be was well satisfied at
the Bosque, and all his people were satisfied. He spoke to me tbro1l'lgh an interpreter, very
few of them speaking Spanish. In the campaign of 1860, it was estimated that two hundred Indians were killed ; their sheep and cattle were also captured ; the sheep were issued
to the troops as provisions, the horses sold and proceeds turned over to the company, making a company fund ; some were useu for cavalry purposes, some used up, and some died.
In the last campaign, probably not over two hundred and fifty were killed and wounded .
All the property they had wa::; captured or surrendered ; the captured sheep issued to the
troops as part of the meat ration ; the horses were bought of the captors by the quartermaster, at twenty dollars per head, and unserviceable horses left. in the hands of the captives. The stock surrendered by them was kept by them and taken to the Bosque with
them; cannot give the account, but there was a large amount of sheep and horses. The
grounds for their removal from their own country were, there had been several campaigns
resulting in a treaty·-tbey staying in their own country. Every treaty thus made had
been violated, either by Indians themselves or by Mexicans causing Navajoes to retaliate.
In their own country, there is no section where they can live together and have sufficient
grazing for stock and raise enough for their own support.. They were scattered over a
great extent of country, many of them very poor, and compelled to depredate to get food.
By placing them on a re;;ervation, they could be kept together, and there would be no
necessity to depredate or violate treaties. I think it impossible for them to remain in
their own country and be at peace with the Mexicans. In a country as rudely cultivated as the Navajo country is, I believe it costs more to keep troops in the country
to prevent their depredations, than to guard and feed the Indians on a reservation.
These are my views. Many were taken to the reservation by force. Those that were
first taken there, as soon as they were made to understand the benefits, remained
willingly. About five hundred were taken there in small squads by force . The remainder went voluntarily. It required a gre:;.t deal of talk to convince them that
the Bosque was the best place for them. The distance was about three hundred and fifty
miles. At one time I bad about three thousand at Fort Canby who were just ready togo
when there came in a Mexican and a Zuni Indian who told them that the purpose was to
get them down there and kill or poison them. I had considerable difficulty in diRabusing
their minds and persuading them to go. 'Ibis report was made to them more t1an once,
and caused a great deal of di~satisfaction among them. During this time considerable mortality attended them ; some one hundred and fifty died, and they attributed their deaths to
me, and believed some means bad been UEed to dispose of them. They are very superstitious and were about to leave Fort Canby, but by talking to them, and showing them that
those sent to the Bosque were well cared for und comfortable, I succeeded in doing away
with that imprer;sion, and they said they would go and see for themselves, and did go voluntarily, but would constantly inquire what we wanted them to go for if they were going
to be put to death when they got there, showing that they were still suspicious of our intentions towards them. They all went. Some Navajoes who bad been to the Bosque pre·
viously came up to Fort Canby and informed them how they had been treated. That
seemed to satisfy them . Nearly all the chiefs are now at the BoFque. None of the chiefs
1vere captured. All of them but one, who Etill remains in the t\avajo country, came in
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voluntarily am] surrendered themselves, to go to the Bosque with their families, flocks, and
'herds ; some came in before they brought their families, flocks, and horses, to satisfy themsci ves they were to be well treated The chief who told me he wa& well satisfied I had
13een a good deal of Pt Fort Canby. He had a good deal of confidence in me. His people
were never so well off before. He found everything just as I had told him it would be.
Examination of Captain Cary resumed at Santa Fe July 4, 1865 :
I can give an account of the expenses incurred in the quartermaster's department at Fort
Canby, but can find no account in the chief quartermaster's office h ere of the expenses incm·red in their transportation to the Bosqu·.::. I have been in charge of the quartermaster's department but about a month. While this is a proper office to make reports to,
if required, still up:m exftmination I find no::te . They can be obtain ed from the chief quartermaster at Washington I can obtain th em a nd will forward them by mail to the committee. The expenses of the expedition at Fort Canby, from July, 1863, in the quarterm.1ster's d epartment, to the time the expedition was wit hdrawn from the country, which
was in October, were $4:1,705 33. This includes the purchase of all hay fed to public animals. and the pay of all citizen employes i n the qnartermtster'g department, the purchase
of a il stores other than those furnish ed on e3timatcs, and the general and incidental ex·_penses of so large a post as Fort Canby. There was no necessity of the report of the expemes incurred in removing the Indians being made to this office. ,

FORT Su MNER, June 27, 1865.
Laurence G. Murphy sworn:
Am captain in the lst regiment of cavalry, New !'11exican volunteers, and am stationed at
this post, and have been here since July, 1864; am military superintendent of the Mescalero
and Coyotero Apaches upon the reservation . There are very few of the latter. I have four
hundred and seventy-eight, including men, women, and children. It may vary a little,
from deaths and births not reported. I ha ~l a count about one month ago. There were of
~en---------------------·------·--····----------------------·--·--·---139
Women __________ •• ___ • __ • __ • _. _________ • _____ • _•••.•• ____ • __ •• ___ ••••• _-·
178
Children._ •••• _••• __ . _____________ .. _. ______ • ___ • ___ •• _. ____ • _____ • __ • • • •
154

Infants.---··------------------------------------------------·-·--·----~

7
478

The general hea.lth has been very good. It i:> reported there have been some cases
·of measles among them, from which fuur children died ; no grown persons. I have
no difficulty in getting them the assistance of the surgeon at the hospital. They do not
always apply when sick, and try their own remedies of their own medicine-men, and some
die under that treatment. Since I have been in ch-.u ge no Apache under the medical treatment of the surgeon of the Indian ho:;pitfll, or r eceiving medicine fwm him, has died, nor
do I know of any Apache having died under the~>e circumstances since I came to the post.
'The drinking water here has not to my knowledge produced any deleterious effects. It .is
as healthy as any water I ever drank on the frontier;; the last fifteen years. It i5 almost a
general complaint among strangers, that after arriving here it causes a relaxation of the
bowels, but experience shows that they get quickly over it without recourse to medicine,
.and that it contributes to their health insteai of being an injury. I think the lands capable bf irrigation in the valley from the head of the aceq uia to the point of rocks, a di:>tance of
over sixteen or seventeen miles, a\}d over a half mile wide. I have under cultivation for the
Apaches four hundred and fifty acres of corn planted, and I have planted about forty acres
of beans, and am still planting beans-the black bean~ the common bean of the country.
I expect to plant one hundred acres of beans in all. This is about the proper season to plant
beans
Besides this, the Apaches have grounds where they plant melons, pumpkins, and
·chili. These are to be disposed of by the Indians as they think proper. The farm proper
is also to be applied to their actual want:>, and turned into the government for that purpose. In this work the ploughing and planting has been done principally by some of the
soldiera of my company detii.iled fur that purpose. The Indians have made all the acequias
for irrigation, about four miles in length. 'fhey will also do all the hoeing and the work
in their own gardens. The Indians only work four hours in the day, and it requires agond
·deal of talking to get some to work at all. I h'l.ve to threaten to stop their rations. They
are very apt to make excuses to attend religious rites, feasts, and ceremonies. They are
very much disinclined to manual labor. Neither the women nor the aged are required to
work. They tell me if I would divide off the fa.rm into lots they would cultivate it with-
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out any pressing on my part a t all. The objection to that would be, they would use up
all the produce of th eir lots in making an intoxicating drink which they manufacture
called ' · teeswin," made by boiling the corn and fermenting it, on which they get very
drunk. In consequence of that inclination no corn is issued to them. It is all issued in
flour. The Navaj oes don't make that drink, and corn is issued to them unground. I had
to stop the issue of whole corn to the Apaches, for every time it was issued they would get
drunk. Of beans, I calculate about twenty-five bushels to the acre, and of corn about thirty
bushels. In all, I estimate of be:1ns, in pounds ·---·-------------------··
112,500
Of corn, in ponnds. ____ ..••••• _•• _. . .... _________ ..• __ . _____ •. _. _ ••• _..
7 56, 000
Total ..•••• _. ___ •..• _ ...• _.. _. _•.•••• _.. __ •.. __ •.•• __ • __ ..•• _••.

868,500

-------··

Five hundred Indians , for 365 days, at o ne and one- half pound p er day each, 273,750.
leaving 594,750 of surplus. I calculate thi s is wort h five cents p~r pound, or, in round
numbers, $29,7 37 50. I think there will be a ton of fodder per acre, wo rth $20 p er ton,
equal to $9,000. I think there will be a surplus in m oney, or its value, over supporting
the Apaches, of $38, 7 37 50 . To give each India n one and one-half pound of beef would
cost $30,512 . We stillluwe a surplus of $8 ,225, t o b e expended in clothes or otherwise.
These estimates are , of co urse, based upon the present prospects. The Apache women work
in the. gardens, but do n ot weave or 8pin. They t an hides, and make coverings for their
tents and soles for their moccasins. Outside of t he manual labor I prevail on the Indians
to do, they do nothing but hunt. The women do a1l the other work, and the little boys
herd the h orses, of which they have about three hundred. Th ey prize th eir horses as their
principal wealth. They never keep sheep, but always kill th em to cat. In this respect
they differ altogether from the Navajoes; they are nomadic, the hhmaelites of the continent. The head chief, Cadetta, has more influence than any otber ; but be is not supreme.
They trust him to distribute their rations, which are delivered to him in bulk for his tribe
once in five d:1.ya . I have never had but one complaint of any partiality or injustice in the
distribution of rations, although all know they have a right to complain to me. I am,
therefore, satisfied that he deals justly with the members of his tribe. He labors very
faithfully, and those immediately under him. I reg::u d him as one of the most reliable
Indians on the reservation . In the Navajo country, there are very few places cap!ible of
irrigation. I travelled all over it. I saw but one deer and three or four antelopes. The .
Navajoes being there, could not support themselves except from stealing stock from the
Mexicans. There is a good country on the San Juan, but the Utes occupy it, and the
Navajoes cannot Hve there; for the Utes are a powerful and warlike people-would overrun them. I have a printed copy of a letter upon that country and its resources, which I
now hand to the committee. There was a board appointed to examine the amount of Indian goods delivered to the Navajoes under the appropriation of 1864 of $100,000. I have
a copy of the proceeding, and will furnish the committee with one. The printed letter I
believe to be true in all its statements.
[For the Santa Fe Gazette ]
•
'
FORT SuMNER, NEW MEXICO, November 18, 1864:.
MR. EDITOR: I h~ve been for some time past an astonished observer of the efforts made
by intereRte:i parties in New Mexico, through their organ, the New Mexican, to cause discontent among the people with the estll.blishment of the reservation at tbe Bosque Hedondo. "But believing tbat this opposition ,,.ould soon cease from convictions of tbe wis·
dom of the selection made, I have heretofore refrained from attempting to give my views
on this matter; nor would I do so now, but that in the issue of the New Mexican of the
21st ultimo I find that its editors and correspondents have adopted the last resort of all
demagogues, who, when their arguments are defectiv~ and fail to convince, ~Ldopt the very
questionable cour:;e of snpplying their places with low sarcasms and p ersonalities ; and as
it is evident that as these people commenced their oppositioii from motives of inter.est,
backed by jealousy, they will not be convinced of their errors or swayed fiom their object
by motives of patriotism. It becomes the bounden duty of every citizen of New Mexico
who loves its well-being and prosperity to raise his warning voicA against the sophisms of
those who, regardless alike of their duties as citizens and editors, and of the best interests
of the 'I'erritory, endeavor by all possible means to renew the Indian ntrocities of the past
two hundred years. The sending them back to their own country would unquestionably
have this effect, and none otber. Nor must it be understood that I entt~rtain any fear that
the intelligent people of New Mexico can be so influenced against their interests as ever
to be brought to countenance tmch a measure. But people abroad, who know compara-
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tively nothing of our affairs, may in time begin to think that "where there is so much
smoke there must be some fire," and, acting on opinions wrongly conceived, usc their
influence at the seat of government to destroy the only chance of peace whkh has been
vouchmfed this country since lti84.
The most elaborate attempt yet made to advance their views is contained in the issue
before referred to, and this, with your permission, I pre pose to answer. He says : ''It is
the policy of the general commanding and others (principally contractors, &c.) to urge upon
the government the establishir,g of this reservation." Only one citizen of respectability
has as yet appeared in public as the opposer of this resE:rvation, (Don Miguel Romero y
Baca,) and it is questionable whether this was his voluutary act. Be this as it m ay, on the
appearance of h1_s protest in the name of the people of San Miguel county, it was indignantly contradicted by most of the intelligent and responsible citizens of the very county
which he so misreprese'l]_ted. But ''there were contractors.'' It is rather improbable that
so many contractors are inhabitants of San Miguel; it is well known that such is not the
case Buto, supposing that some of these gentlemen were engaged in supplying the necessary wants of the government, they have more interest in the well-being of San Migu el
county and the Territory at large than the editor and his associates can ever hope to acquire ; and they were citizens of N 0w Mexico before the said editor had discovered that
such a place graced the map of North America. Th ese being the facts, we are bound to
believe them when they assert that the present location of the reservation works no injury
to the interests of their county, but on the contrary tends m aterially to promote the wellbeing of the whole Territory. But there is one whose t estimouy I propose to offer, whose
evidence not even the editor of the New Mexican will dare to d~ ny, being entirely disinterested. Colonel Carson, in his report of the 7th of l\1ay last, says : "And here let me
observe that the department commander has shown no less wisdom in his policy [meaning
that of reservation] than judiciousness in the selection he has made of a reservation. In
my campaigns against the Mescalero Apaches and Navajo Indians I have traversed nearly
the whole Territory, and, in my opinion, a more judicious selection could not l1ave been made;
besides, removing these Indians from their former haunts and fastnesses and from old assotions, where they would be continually reminded of the comparative impunity with which
they formerly made the citizens to contribute to their support, and rendering it much harder,
if not altogether impossible to teach them to depend on their honest industry to supply their
wants." Here is the testimony of as loyal a gentleman and as truthful a citizen as ever
honored any country or age. And as he says he travelled over the whole of the Navajo
country, not excepting the Rio Chiquito, with the capabilities of which he is perfectly
familiar, can as much be said of those who vaunt its applicability as a site for a reservation?
I venture to say not. From the source to the mouth of the Little Colorado there cannot be
found a F-pace, sufficient at any one place, where over fifty families could be located. Not
more than five such places could be found, and these many miles apart. H8re there might
be provision for about 1,250 persons, were there not some serious drawbacks. At certain
seasons of the year the stream of water is so small as to be wholly insufficient for irriga·
tion, and at others the bottoms overflow, abundant evidence of which can be seen by any one
who examines the country. It is possible that in the whole t-xtent of the N~vajo countty
places might be found, at each of which from ten to fifty fami lies might be located, anrl thus
provide for the whole tribe. But this I very much doubt; and they would have to be settled many miles apart; and to think of making them ijUlf Sllbtaini thus situated is simply
preposterous, a dream which could never be realized; nor ca·1I clearly_see how·, under such
circumstances, the system of a reservation could be carried out. To adopt the plan would be
nothing more or less than making another treaty; and we who are not New Mexicans know,
to our cost, what this means as applied to these Indians. Their history conclusively proves
that it W<1S only while force was being applied that they remained well disposed, and that
as soon as this force was removed they relapsed into their former habits of lawlessness. Perhaps our sapient friend imagines that they are already so weaned from old associations that
with impunity they might be permitted to go back to their former haunts and fastnesses;
or does he think, in his ignorance, that when scattered over so vast an extent of country,
as would necessarily be the case, this force could be employed? Those who know the
Indians and their former country know that in both he is wrong.
He complains of removing them "from a country where it is well known th.at with a little
assistance they can support themselves from the natural resources of the country, into one
where their only resource is the product of their own labor." Now I would ask where
and in what consist these rewurces? In game? There is not enough wild game in the
Navajo country to subsist the tribe for one day. This is a fact well known to every one
who bas campaigner! through it. 'fhere is an old saying that "the Devil is not as bad as
he is painted." This is certainly true of the Navajo, ::mel H was the absolute lack of all
resources which necessitated his raids on the flocks and herds of the people. Perhaps this
is the resource of which he writes; and if so, the people of New Mexico, particularly the
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stock ownero, mnst feel greatly indebted to th ose who advocate a measure which will
remove tho~e Indians from their present location, "where their only r c.30urce is the product of this labor," back to their former haunts and ftlStnesses, where, as Colonel Carson
says, "they would be continually reminded of the comparative impunity with which they
formerly made the citizens to contribute to their support." Self-presenTation-about the
only law which controls an Indian-would immediately force them into their former habits,
and again would robberies and murders become matters of common occurrence. Be tt~r
by far that they should occupy twice the quantity of land they now do, accolllpanied by
the certainty that never again will the people be called upon to maintain th em a:o heretofore.
It is true, as he says, that thi:> year's crop was a failure ; but for this, nature alone is resp;)nsiblP.. It could not be foreseen or prevented. Had it not been for the influx of the
"cutting or army worm," th ey would have raised about seventy-two thousand fanegas of
corn-an amount more than sufficient to snpport them for one year. But it w_.ts not alone
the reservation which suff'" red in this manner. The crops throughout many portions of
the Territory failed likewise.
I am informed that Mr. L. B. Maxwell, who, in form er years, used to dispose of about
two thousand fan egas of corn as the surplus produce of his farm, has this year raised
scarcely sufficient to feed his animals, notwithstanding that the usual planting was made.
Next year, no doubt, he will have better success, and so, also, wilt the reservation, and
when five thousand additional acres will be cultivated, as is interHled, we have every
reason to feel convinced that next fall will see these Indians self-sustaining . When we
consider that, notwithstanding the m-=tny difficulties which, last summer, tliey had to contend against, they cultivated three thousand acres, we have every reason to believe in
their ability and "\"illingness to support themselves by their industry; and the cheerfulness
with which they bore the misfortune attending their labors, only goes to prove that where
persons assert that they are contented and happy, they but bear testimony to the
nake(l truth, no matter whether such persons have been here for weeks, months or years
In estimating the cost of each Indian per diem, your contemporary is mistaken, as usual.
Instead of its being forty cents, as he st.ate3, it is exactly 15t; and as there wlll he planted
this fall and winter about three thousand acres of wheat, this amount will soon be reduced,
if not entirely done away with. So much for his calculations. But supposing that it cost
all he says it does; how does he propose to reduce it by removing them, and thus trebling
the cost of transportation? Nor would the expense attending this measure be inconsiderable of itself. Let him understand that since 1849 the government has expended
about $30,000,000 in their subjugation, and let him add to this amount the losses sustained
by the people during the same period, and, if he can comprehend anything, he will understand that it is a measure of economy, the expending on them, even for a longer period
than wiil be necess9.ry, the amount needed for their support, thereby securing peace and
safety to the Territory.
Your contemporary expends a great deal of unnecessary sympathy over the hardships
of the poor Indian at the Bosque, and it delights me to be able to comfort his philanthropic
soul with the assurance that their hard,;hips arc purely the off;;pring of his own too fertile
imagination. The Indians on the reservation do not " carry wood for fuel on their backs
eight or ten miles." On the contrary, the only trouble experienced by those interested in
their farms is, that they cannot get them to dear ground of the mesquite fast enough fur
the ploughs; I need say no more than that the Indians live on these f-trms. His statement that there was a scarcity of water here la~ t summer is equally incorrect. The fact is,
we had too much. The rains whkh fdl last Eumru er were more than sufficient to irrigate
the farm~, and the river was so swollen as to overflow its banks in many places. It is now
the middle of November, and the river is as low as it usually ia, and yet we have sufficient
water to overflow the five thousand acres which is being broken up, besides abundant to
supply the domestic wants of the reservation. So much for the "reliable men at Fort
Sumner." If all his COtTespondents are equally reliable, his numerous errors are not to be
wondered r.t.
I fear I have already engrossed t oo much of your space by this article, and, in so3th,
I do not see that mnch rema.ins to be an~we red. The remainder of his paper is made up
of an appeal to the p ·nple to beware of the savage instincts and b::n barous nature of the
Indbn, which, according to him, will here receive nurture until it finally rushes forth to
slay and destroy; but send them l;>:1ek to their form er .country and they at once become
changed Leings-as mil,\ as the sheep now in the possession of their owners, but which
they would very quickly app ropriate. A little too illogical tbi;; to need comment
I have studiously refrained from taking notice of his personaLties, well knowing that
the parties referrerl to are above such attacks; their acts t:pe--tk for them; nor is there anything which I could say which would add to their well-earned claims on the gratitude of
this people, and when, as is not unlikely, the owner and editors of the "New Mexican,"
like their predecessors, will have to seek in other portions of the Union some more con·
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genial society in which for a brief while to figure, and obtain unenviable notoriety, the
originators of this reservation will remain beloved and honored citizens of New Mexico, if
living; and if dead, mourned as its best benefactors. When the . future history of this
Territory will be written, the name of General James H. Carleton will stand proudly forth
as the only department commander who made its interests his own, and who adopted and
carried out the only successful m<.>asure ever introduced l>y which its permanent peace and
prosperity were secured.
JUSTICE.
FonT SuMNER.

William L. Rynerson sworn:
Am captain and assistant quartermaster of volunteers, and am now post quartermaster at this post, and acting commissary of subsistence for the Indians on this reservation; have acted as such since 1st of March, 1865. Captain Prince G. D. Morton was my
predeceFsor ; he was from Kansas-captain and assistant quartermaster of volunteers. I
can furnish to the committee an abstract statement of the costs of issues to the Indians at
this post, on account of subsistence. The expense of cultivating their lands is also a
matter of account in my department, except the lands cultivated by the Indians themselves, where the only expense to the department is the expense of seed. I can also furnish an approximate statement of the expense of cultivation ; the latter consists mainly in
teams, utensils, seeds, and the like, and Eome employes ; and the employe3 of the post
sometimes work upon work pertaining to the cultivation of the lands, such as repairing
ploughs, &c. 'fhe actual employes on the farm are very few-one chief farmer and not
more than three a~sistants ; the labor is performed by the Indians, under the superintendency of the troops. The general health of the post is good ; I have experienced no difficulty from the water, and have heard of none ; some persons speak of the taste, but I
regard it healthy. I have no knowledge of anything showing fraud or misappropriation
of the funds of the government. There was a charge of that kind made against Captain
l\1orton, and he was tried by court·martial ; a copy of the minutes of . testimony on the
trial is in the bands of Captain Murphy; although he was not convicted upon this charge,
he was dismissed the service for disobedience of order.;;. There is still another investigation
pending as to his operations in the quartermaster's department. I estimate the land capable of irrigation upon the reservation from 20,000 to30,000 acres; the best land lies along
the river; if the channel of the river were straightened, that would be good for cultivation. The accompanying paper, marked A, is a true statement of one month's issues to
the Indians on the reservation. The paper marked B is a true statement of the amount
iss110d for the months of March, April, and May last past. The paper marked C is an
approximate estimate of the expenses incurred by the quartermaster's department in carrying en the farming operations on the reservation.

A -Abstract of p1·ovisions issued to Indians at Fort Sumne1·, New ]}fexico, from May 1 to 31, 1865, by Captain TY. L. Ryne1·son, assistant quartermaster,
United States volunteers, and assistant commissary of subsistence.
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2, 325 May 17 May 21
5
....
2 66 . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .
7 8 ....
2 76 - ...........................
15, 452 May 18 May 19
9
....
4 79 ........ -~.. . . . . . . 13 8 . . . .
4 96
250
. . . . 13 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
475 Apr.26 l\'l:ay20
47 8 .... 25 29 .........': ........ 71 4 .... 2618
1713 ....
93 .. . ... .... ..........
15,450 May20 May2l
9
....
4 79 ............ . ..... 13 8 ....
4 96 .............. -------- ....................
50
.... 26 64 ........ .... ...... 75
.... 27 56
18 12 ....
99 ...... .... ..........
500 May2l June 9
27 8 .. .. 14 64 . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 41 4 .. .. 15 16
10 5 .. ..
51 .. .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. . ..
275 May 21 May 31
66 May21 May3l ........ .... ........ ........ .... ...... ........ .... ........ .......... .... ........ ...... .... ..........
5 May 22 May 26
8 .. ..
27 ........... ~ . .. .. .
12 .. ..
28 .. . .. .. . .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . . .. ..
7
---3 73 ........ .... ...... 10 8 ....
3 86
2 10 ....
l4 ...... .... ..........
70 May22 June 4
2, 300 May 22 May 26
5
.. ..
2 66 - .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
7 8 .. ..
2 76
50
.. ..
2 62 . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
15,450 May22 May23
9
....
4 79 .................. 13 8 ....
4 96
250
.... 1313 ....................
15,454 l\fay24 May25
9
....
4 79 .................. 13 8 ....
4 96 .............. -------- ....................
15, 552 May 26 May 27
9
.. . .
4 79 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 8 . . . .
4 96
250
. . . . 13 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

7,
33 7,773

15,546
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4, 621
670
3
4, 794
4,784
712
4, 796
219
4,783
230
126
15
2
32
700
4,803
3,730
3, 760
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52
10
20
31
06
84
05
87
17
J4
73
90
51
32
58
32
27
46
57
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107 12 .... \59 53

519 4 .... [ 190 82

1, 707 12

1- .. -I

Nav'o orp. ebild'n.
In confinement.
Nava,joes.
Apaches.
In confinement.
Navajoes.
Do.
Apaches.
Navajoes.
Do.
In confinement.
·working party.
Navajoes.
Apache~.

Guide.
Navajoes.
Do.
Apaches.
Navajoes.
Working party.
Navajoes.
Working party.
Do.
In confinement.
Guide.
Scouting party.
Apaches.
Navajoes.
Do.
Do.
Apaches.
Navajoes.
Do.

89 66 9, 956 \-- .. jl, 493 40 72, 861 15

*Captive Indians receive three-fourths pound meat and one pound breadstuff to the ration; working parties, full rations.
I certify that I have carefully compared the above abstract with the original ration returns now in my possession, and find that tbey amount to 417 pounds of bacon, 108,800! pounds
of beef, 6,240 pound8 of beef-pluck, 2,ltl7t pounds of flour, 173,042 pounds of wheat-meal, 231! pounds of beans, 64,202 pounds of corn, 21H pounds of green coffee, 107f poundii of
roasted coffee, 519! pounds of brown sugar, 1, 707t pounds of salt, and 9, 956 pounds of corn-meal.
'Wl\L McCLEAVE, Major 1st California Cavalry, Commanding.
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B.-Statement of the cost of subsisting the Navajo and Apache Indians at Fort Sumner, New Mexico
for three months, commencing on the 1st day of March, and ending on the 31st day of lJfay, 1865.
Subsistence stores issuetl in March .••••• ____ •••••••••••••••• $70,578 30
Do .•••••. do .••••• April................... . •••••••
72,704: 97
Do .••••.• do .••••• May....... ....... ••••••• ••••• ••••
72,861 15
---$216,144 42
Amount expended for herding beef-cattle and sheep in March ••
I, 800 00
Do .••••.••••.... do .•••••.••••••• do .•••..••••. April. ••
I, 500 00
Do .•••••.••••••• do .••••••••••••• do .•••••••••• May •••
I, 500 00
4,800 00

220,944 42

Amount paid to chief farmer, $150 per month, three months .•
Do •••••• one assistant, as cook, &c., $30 per mo., 3 mos.

450 00
90 00
54:0 00
221,484 42

---------

The foregoing statement is correct.

W. L. RYNERSON,
Captain and A. Q. M. U. S Vols.

FoRT Su:uNER, NEw MExrco, June 27, 1865.

C.-Estimated cost of articles supplied by the quartermaster's department to the Indian farms at Fort
Sumner, New Mexico, for three months, lJfarch, April, and ltfay, 1865.

Grain forage for 52 mules and 16 horses, 90 days, 7 pounds each, 42,840 pounds,
cost per pound 10 cents .•••••.••••••••• _ .•••.••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••• $4,284
10 tons of hay, (fed during same period,) cost $40 per ton.......................
400
Labor of mechanics, 1 carpenter and 1 blacksmith, 2 men, 3 months, at $155 per
month...................................................................
390
600
2,000 feet hard lumber, at 30 cents per foot...................................
45
500 pounds assorted iron, at 9 cents...........................................
I . 000 pounds assorted steel, at 26 cents...... . • • • • • • • • • • •• • . • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • .. •
260
50
200 bushels charcoal, at 25 cents.............................................
Rcrews, nails, and damage to tools............................................
75
50
100 pounds harness leather, for repairs of harness, &c...........................
Borax and other smail articles ..•••••.•••••••••.••••••• _. •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
25
100 pounds rope, used in lariats, plough-lines, &c ··---~ •••• .••• •••••• .•.• ••••••
25
25 per cent. damAge to 20 wall tents, 20 common tents, and 6 hospital tentl'!, total
cost $3,320 .•••••.••..•••.••••••••• --------·--······· .••••• .••••• •••• ••••
830
91
10 per cent. dama.ge to 70 sets lead harness, total cost $910 .••••• .••••• .... •••••
Service of 68 animals, at 50 cents per day, for 90 days .• ~-··········............

7,125
306
7,431

The foregoing is as nearly correct as I am able to estimate or approximate.
W. L. RYNERSON,
Captain and A. Q. M., U. S. Vols.
AssiSTANT QuA'l.TEBMASTER's OFFIOE,

Fort Sumner, New Mexteo, June 27, 1865.

•

APACHE CHIEFS AND HEAmtEN,

Cadette:
Is the head chief of the Mescalaro Apaches. All of the Apaches on the reservation.
We can cultivate the land by irrigation. The land down on tbe river iR enough for
his tribP. ; thinks there is water enough to irrigate all their land. There is no grass or
wood either. The good grass is too far off, some fifteen or twenty miles. Have used all
the mesquite near by, and have to go a good ways to get it now; go out in the morning
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and return the next morning; it is all gone near us. If we had teams we could get the
wood, but at a long distance. If they had burros they could get wood, but it is too far to
go. Cadette draws the rations in bulk for all his tribe and distributes them. They do not
get flour enough to last five days; it only lasts two days. Have lost a good many, and a
good many of my people are now sick, two very sick. They did report to the hospital,
but, r;eeing that all died, they do not report to the hospital now. They call on the phvsician, but with his assistance they all die. Do not know the physician uow in charge; the
other one died. There are ten sick now in the tribe. 'fbe soldiers do not allow them to
come into the fort, but otherwise treat them well. Don ' t know of any bad women in the
tribe ; if they did, the punishment would be severe. The tribe is free from any venereal
diseasetl; never had any. They do not like to live here, as they hear of their relations
away from here dying, and it makes them feel sad. They have to work to make a living;
otherwise, they would not work. All that any one owns be owns by himself, without interference from any one else. They never had any sheep. Do not know bow to make blank ets like the Navajoes, but think they could learn how. They have always lived by hunting. Before he came here he bad no war with the Indians or MexJCans, but lived in peace.
Question by Mr. Ross. Do you know of any other country where you could get along
any better than here?
Thinks be could live better in his old country than in this. The water is better, and better grass.
Question Is it the unanimous wish of all the chiefs to go back to their old country ?
'l'hey would rather go bn.ck to their old country. Bhould they be sent back, thq could
work there, near Fort Stanton.
Question. Why would you rather work there than here?
My horses have all die· l but one of starvation.
Question. How is the water?
It is not good, too much alkali, and is the cause of the sickne~:s in the tribe and losing
our animals. Thinks they are doing very well here, but st-i ll would like to go back.
Would like to have schools established in his own country, but not here. Would not have
my boys go to school here, but would in my own country. Tell the President that though
we live well here, still we would prefer to go back to our old country. Would like to go
through some of our performances every day, but cannot, because the people are dying;
but are content the way we are now. About six days ago four died, an old ruan,
middle-aged man, a boy, and a girl. Did not call on the physician ; died of the measles.
'l'he measles have not been among them long. Some died before the measles made their
appearance.
Pino Baco, chief of the Cibillobatano :
Draws rations for 194; they all enjoy good health. While he was here to distribute
the rations there was enough for all ; but when he went to Fort Bascom they did not bold
out . The men, women and children in the tribe are industrious and try to raise crops ;
but the Indiaus of another tribe cross their fields and tramp down the crop ; they would
grow very well if not trampled down; have sowed no wheat, but planted corn, beans,
melons, pumpkins, and red peppers. There is plenty of water, and ruy people understand
how to irrigate; they raised crops in that way in their old country ; tboy are all considered Catholics ; there are a good many children ; some 25 or 30 born on the reservation ; was brought here a prisoner, and kept in the guard-house in double irons until a
month since; was kept in irons at Fort Wingate four months; was captured by the soldiers, and ran away, and for that reason was put in irons at Fort Wingate; have been
treated very well since I have betn here ; and the people are contented and doing well,
as well as in their old country; it is better for my people and myself to be here than in
my old country ; am married, but have no children living ; the soldiers here treat us very
well.
Antonio Maria :
Have lived with the Navajoes a long time; was captured from the Mexicans, when
young, by the Utes, and sold to the Navajoes; was captured with the Navajoes and
brought here; like it very much ; have a wife and two childrtln ; knows how to cultivate
by irrigation; thinks this is a good place to rai8e grain; plenty of water, and good water;
the soldiers tl'eat us all well; the Navajoes work very well; they live in as good houses
now as they did in their own country ; there is plenty of grazing for the stock, which is
not interfered with ; an old chief told them if they staid here they would all die ; so
some have left Herera Viejo.
Epifano Vigil, interpreter, sworn : (explained to the chiefs the object of the committee:)
Herrero and Armigo are the two principal chiefs of the Navajo nation. Herrero has
been chief for a good many years. Armigo ii! here, but unwell. Herrero has not num-
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bered his people ; does not know bow many are present on the reservation ; does not
know how many are in their old country, but there are three bands, under chiefs Manuelito, Herrero, and Yutachiquito. One chief says Yutachiqnito bas sixty-four men. Herrero is a cousin of the head chief present. The people are all very well, and working
every day. Am married, and have ten sons, all of them here, and seven daughters, all
here; all well ; all are married and have families; only one little child is Rick. The
lodges we have here are about the same we had in our old country 'fhe women have just
as good a chance to weave blankets here as in their old country if they had the wool.
This is a good grazing country here; plenty of water, but we have not got the stock. If
we had the wool we could make our own clothing for the whole tribe. The whole tribe
know bow to cultivate by irrigation. There is plenty of good land and water ; plenty to
raise crops for the whole tribe. The men are working here lil~e mules. Mr. Doolittle
said to the Indians that "work is civilization; work makes the white man great."
Question. Is there plenty of wood on the reservation for fuel ?
Answer. There is plenty below here, but we have to go too far for it. Don't know
whether fuel could be floated down the river or not; knows of some floating down ; could
pack the wood if we had the burros. The water has alkali in it, and they are afraid it will
make them sick; a good many have been sick and died; when they drank the water tkey
took sick and died; and others have got sick by carrying mesquite so far. Those that
were attended by the doctor all died ; do not know his name ; he was physician at the
hospital. There is a hospital here for us; but all who go in never come out. We have
physicians among ourselves, but they can't cure all ; some must die. They commenced
to get sick about last October, and since then every day some of them have died; so many
of them dying they are getting frightened; a good many of his children and grandchildren have died; three sons and two daughters have died; they are dying as though they
were Rhooting at them with a rifle ; they would rather live on the west side of the river,
as they do not die there !'O much; they are permitted to build houses on that side if they
wish to. The people work very well making the ditches, carrying wood, &c , and are
pretty contented. Don't know whether the young men could repair the ploughs or not;
is a blacksmith, and from him some of the young men have learned. Herrero Delgadito
works in i.ron-makes bridle bits. Herrero is the name for blacksmith. If we had the
tools some of the young men could learn to make things; could learn very quick to
make horse and mule shoes; can make hatchets and hoes myself, but do not know whether
the young men could Jearn or not. We have hatcbt'ts and hoes; if we had them not,
could probably learn to make them . Some living on the east side of the river went away;
none from the west side. Have missed twenty-two rancheros; three have come back.
Ganado Mucho knows those who went away very well; don't know the number that went
away; but fourteen are missing, (mentioning the rancheros;) fourteen headmen; don·t
know how many they took with them; families and rancheros means the same.
To all the chiefs:
Question. Are the Navajo people on the reservation working pretty well?
Yes, they are, and want to work.
Question. Do the young men like to work and want to work?
Yes ; the young men work well ; love to work ; even the women.
Question. Are your women and children all pretty well now ?
All are not well ; some of them are sick; all agree to what Herrero says.
Question If your people had plenty of wool could they make all the clothes?
Yes ; if we had the wool we could make all the clothes for the tribe. All of them know
how to cultivate by irrigation; thinks there is plenty of land; but some how the crops do
not come out well. Lal:it yec~.r the worms destroyed their crops. There is plenty of land,
and when the ditches are all cut out there will be land enough; there is plenty of water ;
there is plenty of pasture for all their stock; some have but 25, 30, or 40, but more have
none ; none have a hundred. They try and keep their sheep for their milk, and only kill
them when necessary, when the rations are short or smell bad ; they depend on the milk
of the sheep to live and to give to the little children; thq are honest and do not kill
each other's sheep; they own their animals themselves, and not in common; they would
like each man to have his own piece of land and work it for himself and his family ; they
have not grain, stock, and other things enough; when they have enough they would like
to have their children go to school; they would not like to have their children go to school
until they had learned all kinds of trades, so they could make a living. Some officers at
Fort Canby told them when they got here the govemment would give them herds of
hotses, sheep, and cattle, and other things they needed, but they have not received them;
they bad to lose a good deal of their property on account of the war, and the Utahs stole
the rest from them ; have been at war with the Utahs nine years, and about the same
number of years with the Mexicans. Before the war with the Utah& and Mexicans, bad

356

~PPENDIX.

everything we wanted; but now have lost everything. Herrero was quite young when
the war commenced with the Mexicans. In the war everything was stolen on both sideswomen and children, flocks When children were taken we kept them, sold them, or
gave them back. The Mexicans got the most children ; we have only two, and they don·t
want to go back ; have not been in the habit of selling our own children ; don't know of
an instance. They don't expect to be rich again ; but if they had plenty of stock, and
wagons to haul their wood, they would prosper again. Some of the soldiers do not treat
us well; when at work, if we stop a little they kick us or do something else; but generally they treat us well. We do not mind if an officer punishes us, but do not like to be
treated badly by the soldiers. They say their women sometimes come to the tents outside
the fort and make contracts with the soldiers to stay with them for a night, anri give them
five dollars or somet.hing else; but in the morning tak~ away what they gave them and
kick them off; this happens most every day; in the night they leave the fort and go to
the Indian camps; the women are not forced, but consent willingly; a good many of the
women have the venereal disease; it has existed among them a good m'1ny years in their
own country, but was not so common there as it is here; there are remedies to cure the
disease, but they cannot get them here; they have no confidence in the medicines given
them at the hospital ; think it would do them no good ; most of the old m en know how
to cure the disease ; they use the root of wild weeds that do not grow here ; some of the
people are dying here of the disease ; some were taken to the hospital, but were not cured ;
when they find out a person has that disease they report it to the hospit •' ; this they have
done for some time; but all they have reported there have died ; the custom of the tribe
is never to enter a house where a person has died, but abandon it ; that is the reason they
don't want to go to the hospital ; they would prefer a tent out by their camps for a hospital.
By Mr. Ross to Herrero :
Question. Were you made a chief by your own people or by the whites?
By my own people.
To the chiefs :
Question. Would you all like to go back to your old country or remain here?
They would rather prefer to be in their own country, although they have most everything they want here; they are all of this opinion, and would like to have you send them
back; and if you have any presents to give them they will distribute them among them.
If they were t,ent back they would promise never to C)mmit an act of hostility.
Question. If you are sent uack could you make your own living?
Yes ; we could support ourselves ; and you ClJuld send some troops to see that we kept
our promise.
Question. Were many of your people killed when they were brought here?
Not any.
Qnestion. Was any of your stock killed?
No ; they took nothing from us.
Question. Do you want us, when we g::> back, to tell the Great Father and the great
council that you would like to be sent bJ.ck to your old country?
Yes; we would all like to go, and if sent back. would go straight back the way we came.
Question. Are the soldiers treating you badly? and if so, let us know,
The soldiers about here treat U€ very bad-whipping and kicking us.
Question. Do you get enough to eat here ?
We do not get enough to eat.
•Question How much do you get as a ration ?
·Que3tion. Is there any game in your own country ?
Yes: there is plenty of rabbits, antelope, deer, and wild potatoes. Herrero 8ays they
would like to h<we you Rend them back to their own country. They think you are the
g'l'eatest men and can send them b tek, and they would like to have it done soon.
Mr Ross said, they only wttnted to report to Washington their wishes.
They say they will try and work anrl do all they can to support themselves until they
learn what disposition is to be made of them.
Juan Baptiste Laney :
He is a Roman Catholic bishop of New Mexico, Arizona and Colorado. He has resided
here fourteen years; has become acquainted with the Pueblo Indians of K ew Mexico; bas
visited them all once, and some of them many times. As a people they are good and industrious, of gentle, mild mannerA, and are Christians. Some among them practice their
oeligion. '11hey are taking care of themselves ; their habits do not change; they are dorile, honest and law-abiding .. They are a moral people, have marriages for life, and are
generally virtuous and exemplary. There are nineteen Pueblo villa3es, containing a pop-
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u1ation of not less than nine thousand. Some few of the villages are decreasing in size,
so that three or four of them are alnF'St without people ; others are increasing and flourishing. The pueblos of Santo Domingo, Sau Felipe, and La I~ letta are the most flourishing of
all. Some boys from the village of La Isletta httve attended our school and are equal to
he best Castilians. My opinion is that, if the Navajoes are properly managed upon a
reservation, they may be converted into model Pueblos, for they are superior as an Indian
race. This system of establishing reservations is tbe best mode of dealing with the Indians-the only practicable way, in my opinion.
•
There are a good many Navajo captives among the Mexican families; they make the
best of servants. Some families abu~:>e them, while others trt-at them like their own children. Most of the Mexican families have them; there are more than a thousand of them,
perhaps two or three thousand
Part of these captives have been taken in war by the
Mexicans, and part have been purchased from the Indians, such as the Utes, who are constantly at war with the Navajoes. These slaves have been bought and sold in this manner
for years, but of late the traffic has been greatly diminished through the agency of General Carleton, and also in a certain degree through that of other persons.
I think, upon the whole, that the Indians are decreasing. The Pueblos fall under this
remark In my opinion, it is the best policy to place tl::.e wild Indians on reservations ;
no one at a distance can form any idea of the extent of the depredations committed by
the wild bands of hostile Indians; hundreds of persons have been killed by them every
year during the fourteen years I have lived here.
In relation to the r~"servation of the B.)sque Redondo, I came to present a plan for the
erection of school buildings at the Bosque Redondo. The expense of erecting the bui.ldings will be about $13,000. I will say in behalf of the church I represent, that in case
government lenris some proper aid, I will do all in my power to assist in the civilization
and Ctristianizing of these Indians. I will further say that under my charge there are at
present some young men engaged establishing a sehool among the Navajoes with some
show of success. But some buildings are required before the 8chool can be successfully
founded. I have already advanced two thousand dollars for their erection.

The following remark'l are most respectfully submitted to the honorable congressional
Committee on Indian Affairs, relative to the habits and customs of the Navajo Indians
now on the Bosque Redondo reservation. My information is principally derived from Jesus,
a Mexican interpreter, who is a captive and has been among them fifteen years ; as also
from my own personal observations during the last two years, and lately as their military
superintendent. Jesus informs me that there are eight tdiJes, and that they are known as
follows: I. Chusco; 2. T'sa-hah-hi; 3. Tejsh-en-desh-keis; 4. Say-al-chee-nil-kia; 5.
Lo-co-cha·ki ·a; 6. Cba-Chill-il-t'so; 7 and 8. Cafion Chelle.
'l'he Navajoes have no recognized head or chief. When one or more are successful in
battle or fortunate in their raids to the settlerrH•nts on the Rio Grande, he is endowed with
the title of captain or chief. This honor or office only lasts for such a time as it suits his
associates and companions to confer the honor npor.1. him or them. All act in all things independently of each other. The cctptains or chiefs have little, if any, authority, and are
without force.
'l'here is no marriage ceremony among them exct'pt bargain and sale; a young man
wishing a wom::~.n for his wife ascertains who her father is; he goes and states the cause of
his visit and offers from one to fifteen horses for the daughter. The consent of the father
is absolute, and the one so purchased assents or is taken away by force. All the m<trriageable women or squaws in a family can be taken in a similar manner by the same individual; i . e , be c tn purchase wives as long as his property holds out. Their separations are
by mutual consent, when either are at liberty to go in seHch of other wivf'S and husbands.
A woman or man from one village can marry a man or woman from another, or vice versa.
They have frum one to six wives. frequently more. Incest is not known. When a quarrel
arises among them or in a family on account of the plurality of wives, the difficulty is
usually settled by the man sending the woman he thinks the least of away from his lodge.
The children belong to the mother, and receive one name when small, which they take
from her; another name is given when they grow up. They are usu::~lly called after bodies
of water, salt Jakes, rivers, &c., &c. When the father dies, what things belonging to him
that are not deposited with the corpse are given to the male relatives. A fair division is not
m'lde ; the strongest usually get the bulk of the effects. The dead are laid or buried in ravines or crevices of rocks; the body is covered with brush and stone ; (on the reservation
they destroy their hoes, spades and shovels, and throw them on the grave or abandon them
at the house ·of the deceased;) deposit a few thiugs in the grave and carry the body to its

358

APPENDIX.

resting-place on one of his finr st horses ; the animal is then led some four or five hundred
yards from the grave, where he is killed, and the saddle, bridle :md equipments are broken
and thrown upon him. After the death of any one no infant is permitted to be at the breast
of its mother, nor do the old or young eat or drink until after the burial service is performed. This is only among the relatives of the deceased. A house is never used after a
person has died iu it ; they vacate the premises at once. Immediately after a death occurs a vessel containing water is placed near the dwelling of the deceased, where it remains over night ; in the morning two naked Indians come to g-et the body for burial, with
their hair falling over'and upon their face and shoulders. When the ceremony is completed they retire to the water, wash, dress, do up their hair, and go about their usual avo. cations
It is believed by the Navaj oes that all the spirits of the departed souls go to a marsh,
where they remain in an unsettl ed state for four days, when they discover a ladder leading
them to a world below the one they now inhabit. Some of their people n ever reach this
place, but are lost forever; this they cannot explain. They worship two great spirits, father
and mother. They reside where the Stln rises and sets. After reaching the foot of the ladder that takes them to their new world, they there behold their father and mother
combing their hair; this performance they look on in silence for a few suns, when they
return or climb the ladder back into the swamp to become clean and plllified, when they
again go to where they first saw their two spirits combing their hair. Here th ey remain
for eternity in peace, happiness and plenty. All the cereals, seeds and pits of fruits that
are lost, drop down into this future world and grow more luxuriantly than with us.
In their own country, I am informed that little if any venereal disease exists. Their
In(iian doctors gather herbs high up in the mountains, which is said to be a sure and permanent cure for both syphilis and gonorrhrua. The former is called aiz-za-the latter be-kelclod ; one is used as a tea-the other dried in the sun, pulverized and applied to the parts
affected. For all the common diseases they use feathers, stones, charms, roots, leaves, antelope toes, cranes' bills, etc., etc. Sometimes they paint themselves with charred wood.
They also use sweat-houses built of poles covered with grass and dirt, or small excavations in the earth, having been previously filled with red-bot stones Witchcraft is practiced among them to an alarming extent. The interpreter informs me that be has seen
an Indian apparently in perfect health drop dead. The witches at one time put the evil
spirit in his wife; she was about to die, when some other witches administered a little
bear's gall, dried in the sun, when she immediately recovered. This is the only medicine
known to cure a person so affected; they prize it very highly and carry it about their
persons in very small buckskin bags. It is believed that a witch can pierce th e h eart of
one of her enemies at almost any distance with the quill of a porcupine, or that she can
extract one in some manner from b etween or through the ribs so as to not affect or hurt
the person. Charms for everything, in almost countless numbers, are used. For rain a
long round stone is used ; these they think fall from the clouds when it thund ers. That
for snow is only known to a very few, and is used when they run off stock, and is intended
to obliterate the tracks and baffle pur:;uit of its owners. Their ceremonies and manamvres
with this, their great charm, are don e in secret and by a select few.
In conclusion, I would state that, as a class, the Navajoes are more industrious and better
laborers than any other Indians ; many of them underotand irrigation and their mode of
farming sufficiently well, with proper management, to become in a few years a self-sustaining people . The women weave their blankets and dresses, or pail cloddy, as they term
them ; th e men knit, and a few of them can make a fair specimen of a Mexican bit ; and,
without doubt, they will make good mechanics, if properly encouraged, in a short time,
All of which is respectfully submitted.
I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. B BRISTOL,
Captain 5th United States Infantry, M.S. Nav ,..} oes.

Statement made by the priest Antonio Jose Martinez, curate of Taos, New Mexico, sent to the government of his excellency General Don Antonio Lopez de Santa Annn, relating to the civilization of the
wild tribes which dwell in the vicinity of the department of N ew llfexico . Tuos, 1843.

YouR ExcELLENCY: The priest, Antonio Jose Martinez, curate of Taos, department of
New Mexico, having studied for some time, aided by certain estimate8 derived from obS\~ rvations, the affairs of this department, which relate to the miserable condition of the
Indian tribes around and in this most interesting part of our republic, and, on that account,
ought to be well cared for, with a solicitude until now dispensed with, has made a plan
which he places before your excellency, with the hope that the necessity of the case will
urge its immediate ex~cution. It is as follows : Although the vast uncultivated fields are
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deserted, they were once occupied by these wild nations, and it was formerly observed that, at
a time anterior to the Mexican empire, they were inhabited by an intelligent, numerous,
and industrious people, the aborigines of our republic. It is well known that, from time
immemorial, these tribes subsisted and maintained themselves by hunting the buffalo, the
deer, and other animals, in the same manner now followed by the Indians of the north
and east; also by pillage, committing depre@ations sometimes against each other, and
often uniting against us. But these first natural resources are decreasing so much, that
perhaps these means of subsistence will soon fail them, and they will be compelled to end,
as they have done heretofore, by pillage. Hence, it is evident that their ability of obtaining
means of support in this way is very doubtful, without resulting in serious consequences to
our republic; therefore, to prevent such occurrences this suggestion is made : Let some
lands or homestead be granted to them, in some fixed territories, to cultivate, enabling
them to follow some honest callings or useful industries, thereby receiving the advantages
of being all under the influence and system of civilization of our government. Though
some difficulties may arise, it will eventually bring some good results, and tend greatly to
the welfare of our republic. This is the reason that prompts me, as a patriot, interested
in the prosperity of my country, to suggest a plan which, owing to the emergency, requires
its immediate realization by measures adopted by our government, and under the most
advantageous laws, in order to promote the success of this important object.
It is a true and notorious fact that the wild tribes dwelling in the vicinity, as well as in
different parts of this department of New Mexico, live by the produce of the chase and
robberies, since they neither cultivate the lands nor raise cattle, which is done only by the
Navajo tribe, unfortunately the most ferocious and the most faithless in their treaties of
peace, whenever they happen to make any, (No. 1.) This tribe is the only laborious one
in raising stock, in agriculture, and in various other industries. Regularly, however, they
wander to make invasions in the country and wage war against our people. The time employed in these raids is necessarily lost to labor; the fields left uncultivated do not produce
enough for their maintenance ; and the result is, that, unable to live on the production of
the soil alone, they have recourse to pillage also. · But what shaH we say of the others,
which must be in greater number than the inhabitants of this department?
At first it is not noticed, that when there was a greater abundance of game and wild
animals than at present, (they have nearly disappeared now,) no necessity existed for
robbery and pillage. How much more there is to-day.
It is a fact that the varions species of deer and other game which formerly roamed the
plains in great quantity, throughout the country north, crossing the east to the south, have
diminished to some extent. In different parts of the semicircle which runs across the
south, passing through the west, the buffalo seems to have almost disappeared in those
localities where, at first, they were thought to be inexhaustible, and multiplying under the
special dispensation of the Almi~hty. But the experience of the present state of things
shows the above statement to be true, and is corroborated by travellers, and also by
Indians, who are compelled to go further than heretofore, and remain sometimes two
months withont bringing any dry meat, which formerly was obtained in large quantities·.
Now they encounter the same difficulties, but stay away from four to five montl:s, and not
only return exhausted, after travelling over a vast extent of ground, but even without
their horses, and frequently without anything at all. This is further affirmed by the settlers
residing in the different points at the north, who bring with them a great quantity of all
sorts of articles to exchange for buffaloes, and thus form a traffic very beneficial in various
ways to the Indians, (2) obliging them to extend the hunt of the above animals for a
greater return, in order to sustain themselves, and obtain the articl<~s sold by the traders.
Urged by this neceEsity, there is no such limitation to the destruction of buffaloes as is
observed by the economy of different nations, which at certain periods forbid and limit
the hunting se<~son; in this manner protecting thet>e animals, and the most precious,
which are breeding in the spring, though the latter are not even spared, and thus cam:es
the loss of millions of calves. It is easily imagined that an attack made upon a herd of
buffalo cows amounting to three or four thousand, the most part of them with calves, running away to a distance of fifty or sixty leagues, must naturally cause a great loss, if not
of the totality, at least of the greatest part of the young ones, as it is proved by experience.
What would, then, be the destruction if these attacks were now renewed every day in
different localities, either by the Indians or by us?
It is certain, and the fact is undeniable, that the buffaloes must greatly diminish in consequence, and that this constant slaughter will finally result in the extinction of the species
in a very short time. Therefore, if at present the decrease of their principal resource is
so much felt by the Indians, and proves insufficient to their maintenance, they are all the
more obliged to resort to pillage and robbery, thus doing great injuries not only to our
department, but to others of the Mexican republic, alr~ady unable to t0lerate them, since
such damages end in the ruin of the farms, and place the lives of our fellow-citizens in
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jeopardy. How much more will be the havoc, in a few years, if this necessary resource
distJ.ppears, (and the buffalo is considered the principal one,) since these people do not cultivate the soil for a subsistence? Such is the case, even among those who are at peace
with them ; not committing acts of open hostility, but stealthily, and taking refuge among
the people of their own nation, each oue taking whatever animals they may have stolen ; and
should our forces overtake them, they will never deliver their booty, but will also a!:lk indemnity, more eRpecially the Apaches and Utes. Not only that, but it is their custom
every year, in the autumn, to place their huts near the corn-fields, and steal maize and
other productions, thus causing an important loes to the farmers. They al:;o do the same
when the flocks of sheep and horned cattle are in the fields, killing a large number openly,
and even assault the shepherds. All this tends to prove that they require for their subsistence bther means than those which nature has provided for them, since these are in!iufficient already.
It must also be noticed that the flesh of the buffalo, as well as that of other animals,
does not constitute the principal nourishment of the above-named nations ; they have besides, in quantity, bread, corn, vegetables, and many other things bought by them with
the skins, and even the grease, of the animall:l obtained in hunting With these same
skins they dressed themselves, made shoes, and covered their tents; in a word, their only
industry and mode of living is the product of the chase, which to them is everything.
But in a certain time this will fail entirely and leave these wild tribes without means of
support. Therefore, in order to promote the welfare of our people, these Indians ought
to be brought up to a military career, since it cannot be done otherwise; also, to the cultivation of the soil, to the raising of cattle, and other industrial pursuits.
But will they adopt the above? Very likely not. Should this step be taken by our
government, perhaps the evils will fall back on us ; for these tribes would seize the opportunity to unite together, enter into a conspiracy similar to the one which has already taken
place against us-would then become powerful by their large number and warlike tactics,
and carry their dep1edations and invasions even into our villages, as .often occurs in different localities, and thus result in great losses inflicted on our people. who have become
intimidated. What has been the success of the raids made by the Indians in the various
villages or settlemeots during the present year, in thit> department? The Navaj< 1es have
kil!ed men and women, brought some of the two sexes into captivity, as they did in the
valleys of Lobato, Rio Colorado, and in other vicinities of Santa Fe, the capital, and on
the outskirts and parts of Rio Abajo. The same thing was done by the Comanches in
different departments from Paso del Norte, Carussal, and the intermediate places, Chihuahua, along the coast as far as the boundaries of Durango, and even passing there, turning
round Texas, and in Texas itself. Did not the Apaches attack, rob, and dedroy some villages
near Sonora, and commit depredations among the people in the interior of Chihuahua? The
inhabitants were so frightened, that they brought a proportion of the payment of certain
annual pensions to obtain peace. Ah! there our arms have lost their Lonor, and our valiant fellow-citizens have been degraded ; our worthy citizens of Chihuahua, who so often
desired to gather laurels in New Mexico, and perhaps retake those that fell from the hands
of the deftnders of its streets and houses, killed by that most vile mob, the Apaches.
Then how can it be otherwise than not to feel a certain fear, should the barbarous na.tions
unite and conspire to exact their means of support at the cost of our own misfortune? It
is to be dreaded, your excellency, that here is the evil that threatens the destruction of
our great Mexican republic, if the remedy already spoken of is not used.
Therefore
there is no other, except that of inducing them to live in civilized society, to cultivate
lands, to exercise various arts or industries, to raise cattle, and adhere to the r t>st of the
institutions belonging to the system of government adopted by our republic for this multitude of barbarous nations. Iu doing this, it will tend to their civilization and welfare,
thus strengthening the foundation of our republic. now impaired and in danger from th em,
and for whose happiness and regeneration so much anxiety is felt by the supreme powers
pledged for their greater aggrandizement and p1osperity. Now is the proper time, the
most opportune, and the most acceptable, which will pass away with the opportunity, if
any more delays take place before adopting important measures.
The fact must also be acknowledged th<tt this plan will increfl.se the encouragements for
this enterprise, and offer great inducements ; inasmuch that the great inh >tbited territories
occupied by these wandering and unsettled nations are mountainous, and have a numerous population usefully engaged in cutting timber, in working the mineral wealth contained
in the interior of these mountains, and which formerly, and even now, supplied the abundance of their metals to enrich our republic . Then, also, the vast quantity of pastures would
maintain and tend to increase the stock of cattle ; and in the principal localities there if5 a
great number of well-distributed rivers, many of them in great proportion, with plenty of
water, regulctted by the wisdom of the Creator. In other parts of this republic, with all
these advantages, the lands are well adapted for the purpose of agriculture, and would
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give a great abundance of produce. ThQ climate is temperate, and the severity of cold
weather is rarely felt, except in certain mountainous districts, where the shepherds in these
latitudes bring their cattle down the valleys, and thus avoid the severity of the winter.
In a word, if all these plans referred to are realized they will result towards peace, security, and advantages for our government, and for thia vast number of inhabitants formed
by the barbarous nations.
.
Perhaps what has been stated in the foregoing paragraph will appear hyperbolical. No,
sir. Yuur excellency, with his high penetration, will perceive the correctness of theresults which will bring greater advantages to the enterprise, and greater difficulties - Still,
it is necessary to take the initiative against the adverse circumstrmces which are contrary
to the welfare of our republic. What is related or stated in the foregoing paragmph forms
all the encouragement:> which ought to induce the active and efficient provision of the
supreme powers of the high government, represented in the worthy person of your excellency, to deliberate, resolve, and finally bring the enterpri~e to an end, which will
realize great advantages to the Mexican republic, in doubling the number of civilized inhftbitants, and the rest of other prosperities in proportion, aud with them the cessation of
hostilities from the barbArous tribes, which actually destroy life, properties, dtgrades and
turns her into ridicule before the other cultivated nations, when they contt-mplate the injurit s caused by these vile mobs, which are left and remain without being severely pun• ished by us. It is evident that it is in their nature, though be!onging to the same human
species, but with all the want of education, dragging a vagrant and uncertain life; therefore, to avoid this, it is urgent to create among them a feeling of self-respect, a love of
order, and to govern their actions by other ideas than that of cruelty, since they have
neither honor, decency, nor conscience, and only consider as superior those that are the
bravest and most skilful to kill-their enemies as well as others. Hence is the only fear
they have, and which prevents them from committing evil:s ; but being gifted with
Teason, they are capable of discipline, as it bas been observed by many who are converted,
and who remain with us. It is remarked that they have a certain docility, good temper,
l'eligious tendency, and respect for the authority and the law. They all give the best
hope that, with culture and civilization, they will end by adhering to their duties and by
acknowledging their duties to the government; and then this republic, which at the
time of her conquest obtained the name of New World, will take a greater ascendant, and
attract the attention of the civilized universe, raise her glories to the same level as those
of the great nations, and in reality will succeed in being her own mistress, since the neighboring nations only predominate because they are independent and aggressive.
Though, in accordance with the subject and its importance, I could detail this state.ment more to the point, yet it is already explained sufficiently to the sagacious penetration
of your excelle ncy I do not desire to intrude, but simply to propose the idea with the
deference and gratitude due to the high privilege which directs free speech, and as it becomes a country-loving citizen, who thus desires all the attainable welfctre pClssible ; and
if he has erred in this present matter he will submit cheerfully to a refusal ; but considering his earnest intentions, he will be excused on account of his good faith, and appear,
therefore, worthy of attention.
·
I conclude in proposing for the enterprise, that each principal nation be impressed with the
fact that the quantity of game is a~ ready insufficient for their maintenance; that they must follow the example of all men in cultivating the lands given by mother Nature, sow and reap
the fruits of agricultural pursuits, and thus provide themselves with the means of living
by their labor; devote themselves to industries and other callings of civilization; fix their
residenr.e in permanent localities, settle, erect buildings, and raise cattle ; all under the
protection of the government, which will be granted to those that are acknowledged as
subjects--such protection as has alnoady been offered in the above.
I conclude in praying your excellency to be pleased to give attention to the above statement, and to the present crisis. Awaiting the convenience of its being acted upon,
I remain, &c.,
ANTONIO JOSE MARTINEZ.
TAos, New Mexico, November 28, 1843.

APPENDIX.
NoTE 1. It has always been observed that when the Navajo tribes were at peace wi.t h our
government, they always promised fidelity to the treaty, but complied with it one, two, or
three years only, and the peace seldom lasted longer.
NoTE 2. At the time of the Spanish rule the foreigners from North America were not
allowed to erect fortE and establish commercial relations with the North American Indians,
as the Spaniards were jealous that, under this pretext, they mi~ht canse some troubles
with the Indians ; but the liberality of our government allowed them to build such forts
since the year 1832, near the shores of the Rio del Napeste, del Rio Chato, and near other
intermediate places between the plains inhabited by the above nations. But, b~.:sides the
u.;eful and necessary articles, the traders sold them also liquors and ardent spirits, which
were prohibited. The result was that these nations became extremely dt!moralized, and
were prompted to a greater destruction of buffaloes, in order to satisfy their appetite for
strong drinks, which they obtflined in exchange. They also made raids in our department
in order to steal cattle which were bought of them by the proprietors of these forts, thus
encouraging and inducing the idle and ill-intentioned ones among us to follow their exampte, and become cattle-robbers ; selling their booty to the inhabitants or proprietors of the
forts, as above said.
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SUB-REPORT OF MR. HUBBARD.

WASHINGTON,

D . C., Janu1ry 8, 1866.

SIR: The field assigned to myself and Mr. Windom was so extensive that upon consulta-

tion we concluded to divide the territory, he taking Minnesota, and myself Nebraska and
Dakota.
Pursuant to this arrangement I visited the Omahas, Yankton Sioux, Ponca, and Crow
Creek agencies. I also visited Fort Sully in company with the commission composed of
General Edmunds, General Hibley, Colonel Taylor, General Curtis, and Mr. Guern::>ey to make
treati es with the Sioux of the upper Missouri, and called upon the Winnebflgoes at the
Omaha agency. At the time I visited the Omaha agenoy I found the chiefs absent upon a
hunt, consequently I did not have a conference with them. This agency is in a very good
condition. Many of the Indians have comfortable houses and are surrounded with many
of the conveniences of civilized life. Their crops were abundant, and from all I could see
and learn I should think the business of the agency was very we] l managed. The mi;;sion
school, under the charge of Rev. Mr. Birt, is not as well attended as it should be, but
yet good results seem to have attended the labors of those engaged in the work.
WINNEBAGOES.

I found a large portion of this band living upon the Omaha reservation. These Indians
are entitled to the protection and liberal assistance of the government. For years past
they have at all times been the faithful and fast friends of the whites. Located upon a fine
reservation in Minnesota, with good houses and farms, they had made considerable advancement toward civiliz:1tion. Many of them had learned to read and write and had acquired
habits of indm:try and economy. The fearful massacre of 1862 at and near the Sioux agency
justly created in the minds of the people of Minnesota a feeling of distrust and hostility towards all Indians, and they very naturally demanded not only the removal of those engaged in the massacre, but also the Winnebagoes. At the third seFsion of the thirty-seventh
Congress an act was passed providing for the peaceful and quiet removal of these Indians.
In the spring of 1863 arrangements were made for their removal. Transportation was provided ; and, as they allege without previous warning, they were informed that they must
remove. They remonstrated against the injustice of such a course, but their remonstrances
were without avail. Those having charge of their removal were deaf to all of their entreaties. They either could not or would not grant relief. They were taken from their
reservation and crowded upon boats and conveyed to what was then intended should be
their future reservation at Crow creek. All were much dissatisfied with the location. It
was in the vicinity of their enemies the Sioux, and the whole country was parched and
dried up from the effects of the long and severe drought of that and the preceding season.
Some attempts were made to rah;e crops that season, but they were total failures, and even
the grass was dried up as early as June. To add to their sufferings and discouragements,
many of their members became sick and died of diseases induced by the changes and exposure connected with their removal They resolved not to remain upon this reservation,
and between the months of June and December large numbers made their way down the
Missouri in canoes. Of thef:e many landed at different points on the river and managed to
live through the winter of 1863-'64, and a great many reached the Omaha reservation.
Their sufferings during the winter were terrible. Destitute of suitable clothing to protect
them from the severity of that climate, destitute of suitable lodges to live in, and suitable
food, many died from want, starvation, and exposure. Those who remained at Crow creek,
as will be Eeen from the testimony relating to that agency, suffered nearly if not quite as
much as those who left. In the spring and summer of 1864 nearly all of this 'band were
concentrated upon the Omaha reservation, where they now remain. Last March a treaty
was made with the Omahas for the purchase of a portion of their reservation for this band,
and it now awaits the action of the Senate. They complain of their treatment, and it is
certainly indefemible. If it became necessary to remove them from Minnesota the removal
should have been effected under circumstances less humiliating and with more consideration for their welfare and comfort and the preservation of their property, and to a location
better adapted to the pursuits of agriculture. I am informed that they were well supplied
with grain, stock, and implements of husbandry at the time of their removal, most of
which wai:i wasted and destroyed, as but little of their property could be taken with them.
It is substantially true that their removal caused the loss of all their personal effects, and
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they are now, without any cause or provocation on their part, reduced to a condition of
destitutiov.
I do not undertake, nor is it my province in this report, to lc.>eate the re~pomihility of
the outrages and wrongs which have been inflicted upon this friendly and loyal band of
Indians.
Of' one thing we may be assured-that no government can permit such injuries to go un·
redressed without incurring the penalty of treaties broken and justice viola ted.
These Indians are now without any reservation or home, and must thus remain until their
treaty with the Omahas has been acted upon.
I cannot but feel that the government should deal liberally with them, and in some way,
in part at least, indemnify them for the losses and damages they have sustained.
YANKTON AGENCY.

The general appearance of this agency at the time I visited it was not favorablf'. The
buildings, imperfectly constructed by Agent RedfiPld someyearsagowith poor lumber, has
become old and somewhat dilapidated. Many fields heretofore cultivated had been abandoned. Those fields which the agent and Indians had attempted to cultivate this season,
from causes in part disclosed by the evidence, were producing a much better crop of weeds
than corn.
The severe drought of 1863 and '64 prevented them from raising crops, though efforts
were made by the agent aBd Indians to do so. This failure left them in a measure destitute of food, and a large portion of their annuities was necessarily expended in the purchase of provisions, which should, under other circuml'tances, have been expc>nded in improvement, upon the agency and in laying the foundation for their advancement in civili·
z.ttion. The drought of 186! extended through the spring and into the summer of 1865.
This added to the destruction caused by the presence of millions of grasshoppers, so far
interfered with the efforts of the agent and Indians that but a small crop has been raised
this season. They are now in a state of much destitution and want, and quite a large
amount of their annuitit>s must be expended in tlie purchase of provisions for the coming
winter. All of the chiefs, with one or two exceptions, met me at Yancton, and my conference was bad with them at that place. None made speeches but Pa-la-me -opa-pi, The
1\fan that was Struck by the Ree, and White Mediciue Cow. Pa-la-me-opf\-pi is the head
chief and a man of mark and distinction among his people. His speech, aside from exaggeration peculiar to his race and the circumstances by which be is surrountied, contains a great
deal of good sense and practical wisdom. Some of his points are most forcibly presented.
The whole speech is worthy of a careful reading. He is very desirous that his hand should
become civilized and self-sustaining; and, with much earnestness of manner, be urged that
some of the most important provisions of the treaty, and especially the one relating to a
school-house, &c., had been disregarded. I am compelled to admit that upon some of
the;;e points his statements, as will appear from the evidence, are too nearly true to be contradicted. The old chief laments their present condition, and expresses the conviction th·tt
the treaty has done them more harm than good He seems to have lost confidence in the
government and in all white men. His suggestions in relation to traders are especially
worthy of attention. He sees that white men in their dealings with each other are largely
benefited by fair and legitimate competition in business; th:1t the monopoly their sing 1e
trader enjoys of the trade of the entire band, while enriching the trader, deprives the Indians of many advantages which a better competition would secure to them.
The p1 eseut agent of this band entered upon his duties about the first of last May. The
season has been so unfavorable, owing to the circumstances named and others appearing
in the testimony, (to which I refer for particulars,) tlnt his earnest efforts to improve the
condition of his Indians have been but partially successful.
For particulars relating to this agency I refer to the testimony.
PONCA AGENCY.

At this agency I found the Indians comfortable and reasonably contentwl. They had
raised a fine crop of corn, sufficient, if carefully used, to tflke them through the winter.
The principal chiefs visited Washington last March, and entered into a supplemental t1 eaty by
which their o~d reservation is to be extended to the Missouri river. All are now very anxious
that this treaty should be confirmed, for reasons stated in the speeche,; of the chief~, and they
also desire that their agency buildings may be removed to the bottom lands of the Missouri.
I think their wishes in the;;e respects should be gratified. I visited the site to which it is
proposed to remove these bui.ldings and found it very desirable ; the soil is good; timber
in abnndancesurroundsandadjoins the prairie at the point, where the agency buildings should
be located. The business of this agency appears to be well managed.
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I think the former agent made some injudicions expenditures in the erection of an unneces::;arily large and expensive school-house, but I have not been able to as( ertain that h.:l
was guilty of any fraud in his expenditures. 'I took but little evidence at this agency.
CROW CREEK AGENCY,

The Sissiton, Wahpaton, and Medawakanton band of the Sioux is the only band of Indians
now residing upon this agency. There are about one thousand of them, of which only one
hundred and twenty-eight are men. A part of this band were the originators of, and the principal actors in, the Minnesota massacre, but that portion now located at this agency did not
actively puticipate in it In consequence of this outbreak, at the 3d session of the 37th
Congress the annuities of the entire band were forfeited to the government ; and siuce that
date the Indians now at Crow creek have been subsisted and maintained by the government.
I was very agreeably disappointed in the appearance of these Indians. 'fhey are the most
intelligent and cultivated of any that I have visited. Many of them can re:td and write in
their own langu:1ge. They have schools, under the control of Rev. Mr. Williamson, with a
daily average attendance, as he informed me, of over one hundred, and a church with over two
hundred members. They are perfectly submissive and resigned, ready to do anything that
the government may require, but ask that they may be relocated upon a reservation with soil
and climate better adapted to agricultural pursuits. They 8ay they are willing to work
and raise crops, if located where the soil will yield them 'fhey do not think their present
reservation suitable for such a purpose. Their efforts to raise crops have so often failed
, that they are discouraged and disheartened. Since leaving Minnesota the sufferings of this
band have at times been severe. I will not recite the evidence, but, in my judgment, it
shows that their treatment, to speak of it in the milde:>t term, has not been humane.
For the facts connected with this point, and the management of the affairs of the agency,
I refer you to the testimony of Messrs. Williamson, l'ond, Haynes, Lamore, and others,
who testify upon this subject
The records of the Indian department show that a very large amount of supplies was
purcha.sed for the Indians at this agency during the year commencing June, 1863, and ending June, 186!. During the year the government pc~.id for not less th-~.n 1,788,488 pounds
of beef, gross weight; 43d, 121 pounds of flour; 143,560 pounds of pork, (mess;) and 319,5 7 6
pounds of shelled corn, all purchased for the Indians of this a.gency, though it is probable
that the number staying at the agency during the year did not average, per week, more
than two thousand five hundred. In addition to the above, there was furnished to the Winnebagoes, who had left Crow creek, at the Omaha agency, in April, May, and June, 1864,
91,377 pounds of beef, net, and 91,377 pounds of flour, yd the Indians suffered for the
want of food. The prices paid for the~e supplies were liberal, and in most instances high,
though the quality was certainly most inferior.
It is due to Major Balcomb to sbte that while he acted for these Indians, during the winter of 1863 and 1864, he acted under the orders of his superintendent, and all the supplies
for these Indians and the Winne-bagoes were purcha~ed and delivered at the agency @y the
superintendent
The present agent did not enter upon his duties until late in the spring. By good management he has this season succeeded in raising some good corn, but the quant-ity was so
limited that it was soon exhausted. He appears to be laboring faithfully to discharge his
dutim; and· to improve the condition of his Indians, and I think his efforts will be attended
with satisftctory results.
Hhould crops upon the reservation fail another season, the good of the Indians and the
interestti of the government will imperatively demand their removal to some other location.
DACOl'AH SUPERINTENDENCY,

Heretofore but a very small portion of the business of this Territory has been transacted
through this office. The Indian agents of the Territory have generally reported directly to
the Indian cornmi,;sioner. G,Jvernor Edmonds, ex officio Indian superintendent, has of late
devoted a goo l deal of attention to Indian matters, and appears to be faithfully lab.Hing to
introduce order and system into the affairs of his superintendency.
I t vok no evidence in relation to this superintendency, as its operations cover but a short
space of time, and embraces but a very limited number of transactions outside of the regular
office business.
On my way to Fort Sully, and during my stay there, I met and conferred with a large
number of the chiefs of the different bands of the Sioux. Nearly all complained of the violation of their treaties, and the b;td faith, dishonesty, and mit;conduct of the agents and
traders. They say the goods designed for them under their treaties with the government
do not reach them ; that they are taken by their agents, traders, &c.
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These statements must be received with a great deal of allowance; many of them are undoubtedly exaggerated, but it would be remarkable if all of their complaints, made so generally, were entirely destitute of truth. After making due allowance for all exaggerations,
I am forced to the conclusion that in some instances wrongs must have been committed ;
but with the great uncertainty and doubt which now surrounds the transactions of agents
and tracters in this frontier region, together with the difficulty of obtaining correct information on the subject, the honest may be confounded with the dishonest. The innocent may
suffer with the guilty unless great care is exercised in coming to conclusions in relation to
the past, but every reasonable effort should be made to prevent wrongs and abuse;; in the
future. The careful selection of men as agents and traders will do much to bring aboHt
this result If none but honest men could be selected to deal with the Indians, none of
thesfl troubles would be met with. If such men only could be sent into the Indian country
they would, in a short time, correct these abuses, restore confidence among the Indians,
and redeem the Indian department from the suspicions which have sometimes attached to it.
The efforts of the treaty commission at Fort Sully were attended with gratifying success. Treaties were made, as will appear from their report, with several bands of the
Sioux, ancl I think good results may be anticipated from them. Too much space would be
occupied if I wa.;; to attempt a more extended notice of their labors.
The testimony taken by me, and {lapers connected with the same, are herewith submitted.
To iCJvestigate fully the affairs of all these agencies would require much more time than I
have been allowed to devote to it. Heretofore copies of the papers and records connected
with the bueiness of the agencies have not been preserved at the agencies, and the evidence
was taken in the absence of such papers and records, and, consequently, is very general,
and not altogether satisfactory to myself.~
Very respectfully,
A. W. HUBBARD.
Ron. J. R. DooLIT.rLE, Chairman, Src.

Examination of the Yankton chiefs before the Ron. A. W. Hubbard, commissioner .
. YANKTON, DAKOTA TERRITORY,

August-.

Pa-la-ne-apo-pe, or The Man that waq Struck by the Ree, spoke as follows:
My friend, you sent a letter to our agency requesting our (chiefs) presence here. My
friend, I have a good leg; it is sound; there are no sores upon it, and I want to go to
Washington to see my Great Father. The reason I want to see my Great Father is, I
desire to make my report to him in person, but the agents say if I go he will not pay any
attention to me; that be is full of business with the whites. My belly is full of what I
want to say to him. My friend, you are sent by my grandfather. I think you will do
just as all the rest -make money. I should think if my grandfather would want to see me
to make my report in person.
I cannot say much. The Great Spirit knows that I speak the truth; knows what I say.
When I went to see my grandfather. be told me I should have my reserve; that I should
have fifty mi.les up and down the Missouri river for fifty years, and I might become rich and
high up; but I am like one on a high snow bank; the sun shines and continually melts
it away, and it keeps going down and down until there is nothing left. When I went to
make my treaty, my grandfather agreed, if I would put three young men to work, he
would put one white laborer with them to learn them ; that I should put three young
men to learn ploughing, and he would put one white man to learn them; also, three to sow,
three to learn the carpenter's trade, three to learn the blacksmith's trade, and such other
trades as we should want ; and my great grandfather was to furnish one white man for
each trade to learn the young men. My grandfather also said that a school should beestablished for the nation to learn them to read and write; that the young boys and girls
should go to school, and that the young men who worked should have the same pay as the
whites My grandfather told me if my young men would go to work that the money
going to those who would not wurk should be given to those who would work None of
these things have been fulfilled. If my grandfather had told me that I must split rails, I
could have tried it, and then perhaps my young men would have tried; but they would
say, how could I learn them when I did ~ot know bow myself. If I try to get my young
men to plough, they would say, if you cannot plough how C<\0 we; there is no one to learn
them, and the same thing would be true if I should try to get the young men to run the

* The testimony taken speaks for itself. I have not thought it. my duty in this report to comment upon the
same, either to criminate or exculpate particular persons.
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saw-mill or work at any other trade ; if I do not know myself, how can I knn the young
men ; and the same thing would be the case if I try to get the young men to build a house;
if I don't know myself, how can I learn them. If I should get all the young men, halfbreeds and Indians, and put them in a room, and pick out those who have big arms and
hands, and t ake a big bar of iron and tell them to work it, they would not know how. If
I were to take all the young men and girls, half-breeds and Indians, and tell them that we
will go in that house and tak e pen and ink and write, how could I make letters as they
ought to be made ; I never learned myself.
My friend, I think if my young men knew how to sow, farm, carpenter, and do everything else, I could send the white men away; we ourselves should have the money paid
the white men, and we should have plenty of money. If we had been learned all these
things we could support ourselves, h a.ve plenty of money, have schools, and I could have
written my great grandfather, and have got a letter from him; I could have written him
myself what I w~mted.
My grandfather sent me two agents, and I understood the governor was over them.
I came down here (Yankton) and the governor was gone to Washington. I staid three
days, and then went back home.
I think I gave my land to my grandfather. When I signed the treaty I told them I
never would sign for the pipestone quarry. I wanted to keep it myself; but I underf.;tand white men are going there and getting and breaking up the stone.
I would have to tell my grandfather that I made a treaty with him, and I would have
to ask him how many goods he is going to give me; and I would tell him that I want
him to give me the invoices of my goods, that I may know what I am entitled to. I do
not want corn thrown to me the same as to hogs. If I could get my invoices I should
always know what belongs to me. Every time our goods come I have asked the agent for
the invoices, but they never show me the invoices; they can write what they please, and
they go and show it to my grandfather, and he thinks it all right. I think, my friend,
my grandfather tells me lies. My friend, what I give a man I don't try to take back.
I think, my friend., there is a great pile of money belonging to us which we never yet
have received.
I think the Great Spirit hears what I s!l.y. When they bring the g-oods to the agency,
my goods are all mixed up with the agent's goods; I can't tell my goods from tbe trader's
goods. I think if you go to all the nations, you will not find any who has been used
as I have been. My grandfather told me I should have a warehouse separate from the
agents; he told me I should take one hundred and sixty acres of land for my own use,
and that I should have plenty of land to raise hay for the stock. All the hay on my bottom land is cut by the white man to sell. I asked for hay, but I can get none-white
man cut it; I can't tell who gP-ts the money for the hay, but I .think Redfield gut some
money for hay; my ponies can have no hay. I think, my friend, if you go up to my
agency you will have a bad feeling; you will feel bad for me to see the situation I am in,
and to see my buildings, after what my grandfather told me.
The first agent was Redfield ; and when he came there he borrowed blankets from me to
sleep upon, and agreed to return them, but never did, though I asked for them. Goods
have been stored up stairs in the warehouse, and have all disappeared ; perhaps the rats
eat them; I don't know what became of them. If they bring any goods for the Indians
to eat and put them in the warehouse, the agents live out of them, and the mess-house
where travellers stop has been supplied from the Indians' goods, and pay has been taken
by the agents, and they have put the money in their pockets and taken it away with them.
I have seen them take the goods from the storehouse of the Indians and take them to the
mess-house, and I have had to pay for a meal for myself at the mess-house, and so have
others of our Indians had to pay for meals at the mess-house, prepared from their own goods.
I understand that the agents are allowed fifteen hundred .dollars per year for salary. I
think fifteen hundred dollars is not much-not more than enough to last a month, the
way they live; they bring all their families there, and friends also. When the agents have
been there one, two and three years, thdr property increases-the goods in their house anrl
their hom.ehold furniture increase.
When Redfield left the agency, a steamboat came in
the night and took away fifteen boxes of goods, so that the Indians would nvt know it;
but the Indians were too sharp for him. When Redfield came up he brougllt his nephew
to be trader for the Indians, and one night he took a load of flour out of the shed where the
Indians' flour was, and carried it to his store to sell out to the Indians. My friend, what
I say about his taking the flour I did not see with my own eyes, but my young men came
and told me so. Because I wanted the blankets that I loaned Redfield, he got mad and
never answered me, and never gave me the blankets.
My friend, a great many things have been going on, but they do them in the night, so
as to blind me. What I say I see myself. After Redfield took away the fifteen boxes he
eent back and took away more. I think all these young chiefs have eyes, the same as I,
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and that they have seen th ese things. I went down to Washington twice to see my grand'f~ther, and the third time I went I came back by the Missouri.
When I weut down I saw
mftny stores full of goods ; the suttlers come to our agency and make money and then go
off. I think if we had two stores it would be better for us. If I had unden'!tood from
what my grandfather told me, that I was to be treated as I have been, I would never have
done as I have done; I never would have signed the treaty. Mr. Redfield said to me,
" when I am gone you will m eet with a great many agents; but you will never meet one
like me.'' I think I never want to see one like him.
When I made my treaty these young men (chieft>) were there, and my grandfather told
me that the half-breed,; should have some portion of the money. When I was making the
treaty the half breeds were all about me, my body was sweet, and my grandfather told me
thfl.t I could give the money to any I pleased. These white men had Indian women for
wives; and they came with their accounts ag 1inst the Indians and gave them to Redfield.
They told me if I would help them get the money I should always have plenty of money
myself; they would always assist me. I told them I did not believe what th ey said ; that
if I should give them the money and should come into their house they would tell me to
go out of their house . After I gave them the money they all scattered, and I cannot see
them. After what I have done for them, given them the money, these white men have
gone away and left their half-breed children for me to support and take care of. But
when the agents come with money, the white men come from every direction and get the
money, and then go away and spend the money at groceries. I think, after I have paid
them so much, they ought to treat me better. I do not want any more of the half-breed
money paid Joseph Lionais, Eli Bedard, Charles Ruleoux, Augyst 'frovercier, John B. La
Plant, Bruno Coneyer, Theophile Bruginer, and Joseph Preoux. The half~breeds that live
with the Indians are poor, and I want the money that has been paid the above-named half~
breeds retained hereafter and paid over to the tribe towards supporting the poor halfbreeds with the Indians. According to the treaty, there is $20,000 belongiug to the poor
orphan children, but I don't know what bas become of it. If the white men should get
their money again they would spend it for whiskey, and I want their shares of the money
stopped. The reason I am saying this is, the white men and half-breeds, whom we did not
provide for by treaty, are displeased with us because we did not give them a share of the
money.
Among our nations there are a great many tribes come every year. The Tetons and others
come down, and sometimes steal horses, and then the white men lay it to the Yanktons,
and come to us to get pay for the stolen horses becam;e we have got a treaty. They came
last fall with their claim for stolen horses to the agent, and the agent showed it to the inter~
pretP-r, and be told the agent that the Indians who stole the horses did not belong to the
Yanktons ; and the whites said if we had another interpreter they could collect their
claims. Our grandfather has given this young man, Charles Pecout, a medal and made
him a chief.
I am now done with the management of Agent Redfield and the half-breeds, and now
commence upon other matters.
Strike·the Ree continues as follows :
August 26.-My friend, yesterday we had a talk, and to-day we will commence with Mr.

Agent Burleigh's agency. 1\Iy grandfather, Mr. Redfield, the first agent, did not t ell me
the same things that my grandfather told me, neither did Agent Burleigh, but both of
them told me lies; they filled my belly with lies. Everybody has got a copy of the tre:i.ty
I made with my grandfa.ther, I suppose. I suppose you are sent by my grandfctther to
represent the great c(mncil. I am here to represent my great council. The money roy
grandfather sent me has been thrown away. You know who threw it away. The guns,
ammunition, wagons, horses, and everything have been thrown away. I can tell who
threw them away. The reason the whites have trouble with the Indians is on account of
the agents. When the goods come they are not according to the treaty; they never fulfil
the treaty. When the agent goes away be says he is going to leave these things to be
done by his successor. When Agent Burleigh came he macle fine promises of what be
would do. I asked for my invoice, but he would not let me have it; and 1 told him what
my grandfather told me. I think the agents are all alike . The agent puts his foot on
me as though I were a skunk And the agents are all getting rich and we are getting poor.
My friend, what I am telling you is the truth, and what I have seen. What the agents
have done in the night, I cannot tell. That is the reason I am telling you this ; I want
you to report it tlJ my grandfather. I want to go to Washington; and I wish you to do
all you can with my grandfather to induce him to let me come there next winter. I want
to see my grandfather to ascertain how much money and goods have been sent me, and
that I may know how much has been stolen and who stole it. I would like to have the
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ag-ents there with my grandfather when I talk to him, that they may hear what I have to
Eay. If there was a bible there for them to swear upon, they could not swear that they
had not stolen the goods.
My friend, I feel glad to see you ; and if I couJd see my grandfather I should feel better.
When Burleigh brought the goods the first time he put the goods on the bank of the
river; and there was one bale of fine goods with them, and Burleigh said the goods belonged to the Indians; and one of my young men come and told me about the fine bale of
goods, and I went and examined it, and it was fine goods, and would have made nice
breech-clouts; but we received none of it, and don't know what become of it. This was
the second year Burleigh was there. The first year Burleigh was there, Redfield brought
and distributed the goods. The first goods Burleigh undertook to bring there was the first
fall of his agency, but the goods were sunk. For my part, I don't wish to hide anything.
My friend, if you had come to see me, I could have gone into a council-house with you,
and could have said what I wanted to say to you without any one being round to fill my
ears. My friend, I know what matters yon want to inquire about. I think you are the
man to try and do some good to my nation, and my heart feels good. I do not speak a
lie. They have got my head so turned that I cannot say what I want to say now, and I
will stop now and come and talk more this afternoon.
A steamboat arrived with our goods, and the goods were put out; Burleigh said they
were our goods, and th~y were marked for us; there were five boxes. 1 here were some
officers and soldiers there. The boxes remained the;re on the bank until the next day.
At night somebody scratched the marks off and put on other marks·. (This statement was
witnessed by Medicine Cow and Walking Elk.) They saw it done. The soldiers told the
Indians that the goods belonged to the Indians. At another time, Doctor Burleigh had
some calico for us, and said he would take it to his house, so that tbe Indian girls could
learn to sew. My daughter went and made one dress, which was given her for making it.
Five or six Indian girls went and sewed there, and all got dresses . . They were two days
there. After the young girls sewed two days apiece and got a dress apiece, they never saw
anything more of the calico, and never got any more. Another time, Doctor Burleigh told
us he had some ploughs for us. After that I saw one of them at Booge's store. We never
had any of them. I told Charles Lamont's wife to take good care of that plough; that
the whites might come round and, seeing it, take it. That is the way our property goes.
Doctor Burleigh one time came to me and asked me to grant him a favor, and wanted
me to agree that he should give a plough away, and I told him to do so; I did not want
to disagree with him ; and then immediately be came and wanted me to give away another,
and I told him to do so ; I did not want to disagree with him.
Medicine Cow spoke as follows :
I shall speak of Agent Burleigh. At one time Doctor Burleigh told me he was going
to put some goods away for the poor~ some calico, scarlet cloth, &c. In the fall, La Frambois, who has an Indian wife and lives with the Two-Kettle band, came down to get
some goods ; but the trader had none that he wanted, and La Frambois then said he would
go Lelow and get some goods to trade with the IndianR ; but Doctor Burleigh told him not
to go, and that he could have the blankets, calico, scarlet cloth, and all kinds' of cloth
that had been kept for fall and for the old and the poor. I told him if he paid for them
I could 8ay nothing, and he took them and carried them away. The next spring he came
back and I asked him for the pay for the goods ; there were $1,700 worth ; but he said
he could not pay for them, as h had paid Doctor Burleigh for them. Then I took the
chitfs to Doctor Burleigh and told him to pay us the money he received from La Frambois
for our goods; but he said he had got no money. There were plenty of whites and soldiers about at the time.
I am glad you are here. You know the cause of the murders in Minnesota ; if you do
not, I do; the agents were the cause. Our agents never give us what our grandfather
sends us. I think when the whites make an agreement with each other they do as they
agree with each other. If the whites did as they agree with the Indians, there would
not be so much difficulty. The agents bring goods, but do not give them to us. When
the agent brought us money we asked him to let us see it ; but more than half was carried back to the house and we never received it. One time he got and told us that he
would keep it until winter, but he never let us have it. The blacksmith won't work for
the common Indians, but works for the chiefs and all white men. If the common Indians
go to him he will tell them to go away.
I think all the work Doctor Burleigh had done was done for himself. He purchased
lots of cattle and things. When he came there he only had a trunk, but now he is hi;.~.h
up-rich. Once in a while I went and asked Doctor Burleigh about the money, and he
said he saved it for all the Indians, and we did not get it.
When Agent Conger came there he and Doctor Burleigh were together, and we felt bad
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to see him with the new agent. We went and told Doctor Burleigh that we wanted him
to give us the money which he had taken from us; but he would not. I told him if he
did not I would tell my grandfather when I went to see him.
I think a great many of our tribe have frozen to death, and a great many have died of
starvation. When I was talking that way to Doctor Burleigh he sttid he did not care what
I said to him ; that all up and down the Missouri river all the big men and generals were
·on his side. The reason I talk this way, the governor said I must not talk so hard against
a young man. The doctor told me I was against him. I answered, "Yes; you are always against the Indians ; you never try to do anything for us."
Another time Doctor Burleigh came and brought us money, and gave us two dollars in
paper money and some three and some one dollar, and we don't know what be did with
the gold money, but we want to know, and we want to know if that is the way our grandfather does with us. I think if they bad asked the young men to learn at school they
would have done so; they would willingly attend the school and learn, but they have
never had an opportunity. For my part I think the agents have been an injury to us.
When we moved here we had to dig the ground with our fingers. We have done as the
whites told 11s. When Burleigh told us to be soldiers we became soldiers ; we burnt the
dirt lodges, as he told 11s ; but we were not paid for being soldiers. We tried bard to
please the whites. We have often told the same things to the big men before, but it made
no difference ; but we are glad to see you and hope you will do us some good. One time
the doctor (Burleigh) came up and said he had got plenty of goods to keep us all winter ;
that he had 4,000 sacks of flour, and plenty of blankets; but we found out that be was
not telling the truth ; he put it into the store and we had to buy it. One time he told us
he was going to keep seven large boxes of goods (one containing traps) for another time,
to be distributed to us; but we never received any of these goods, excepting three of our
young men got three guns and three suits of ciothes as a reward for killing a Santee, and
that was all we got. I asked Burleigh to do right; but Burleigh's interpreter would not
tell him right. I told him to get another interpreter. Things are no better now. The
new agent has come, but he is like a man in the middle of the prairie. Burleigh cleaned
the agency of everything, and the new agent has nothing to go on with; no cattle, no
wagons, no ploughs, in fact nothing ; everything has melted away like a snow bank in the
summer's sun. I think our grandfather don't know what is done with the money, from
what you say to us to-day. I think everything on the agency is gone, and one saw-mill
does us no good ; there is no one to attend to it It is the business of the agent to attend
to it. It would take a month to start it We have no lumber. There is no one to attend to our blacksmith shop, nor the carpenter shop ; all the tools are gone. Sometimes
the blacksmith does some things for the Indians, but works mostly for whites. Since the
new agent came, there is a good blacksmith. When Burleigh came to the agency there
were two mules there, and they are there now ; and there were also two horses, but Burleigh went away and swapped thE)m away for two bob-tailed horses, and the Indians have
never since seen their horses or the bob-tails.
Medicine Uow closed here, and The Man that was Struck by the Ree continued as follows :
My friend, we are now done with the agent, anrl we will now commence with the.soldiers.
The first year they came up in this country, I think my grandfather must have told them
to commence on me, and that is the reason I commence thus with them. I would like to
know if my grandfather told them to commence against me first ; I should think so, the way
they treated us. The first time they came up our young men bad nothing to eat, and had
gone over the Missouri river to hunt, and the soldiers killed seven of them. The TwoKettle band and the Low Yanktonais were friendly, and were then on my reservation at
the time, and some of them went out with my young men to hunt, and were among the
seven that were killed ; they were all friendly to the whites. When General Sully returned from his expedition, and was crossing my reserve, there were some of the Indian
women married to half-breeds, and they had houses, and the soldiers went in and drove all
the persons in them out, and robbed the houses of all there was in them. I would like
to know if my grandfather told them to do so. I do not think he did. (All the chief.;;
present assent to this.) One of my chiefs, Little Swan, now here, bad a house, and the
soldiers broke in and destroyed all his goods, furniture, utensils and tools, and all the
property of his band, the same being stored ·there. I would like to know if my grandfather told the soldiers when they returned from the expedition with their horses worn
out, lost or stolen, to take horses from the Yanktons, in place of those they bad lost or had
worn out and broken down ; I don't believe he did, but that is the way the soldiers did.
I think the way the white men treated us is worse than the wolves do. We have a way
in the winter of putting our dead up on scaffolds up from the ground, but the soldiers cut
down the scaffolds and cut off the hair of the dead, and if they bad good teeth they pulled
them out, and some of them cut off the heads of the dead and carried them away. One
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time one of my young men and two squaws went over the river to Fort Randall, and a
soldier wanted one of the squaws to do something with; he wanted to sleep with her, and
she refused to sleep with him ; one of the Indians asked the other squaw if sh.e would
8leep with the soldier, and she said she would; but the soldier would not have her, but
wanted ' the other squaw, and claimed that the Indian was trying to prevent him from
sleeping with his (the Indian's) squaw, his wife, and the Indian, fearing trouble, started
for the ferry, and the soldier shot the Indian, though the Indian got over it. Another
time when General Sully came up he passed through the middle of our field, turned all
his cattle and stock into our corn and destroyed the whole of it. The ears of some were
then a foot long ; the corn was opposite Fort Randall, and they not only deRtroyed the
corn but burnt up the fence. I think no other white man would do so ; I do not think my
grandfather told them to do so. The soldiers set fire to the prairie and burnt up four of
our lodges and all there was in them, and three horses. When my corn is good to eat
they cross the river from Fort Randall and eat it, and when it is not good they throw it in
the river. I think my reserve is very small; the soldiers cut all my wood and grass, and
I think this is bad treatment. The above in regard to the soldiers applies to my three
chiefs on the reserve opposite Fort Randall, and I will now speak of things at my agency
when the soldiers came down from the expedition last fall. At that time myself and other"
were out on a hunt, and had put our goods under the floors; but when the expedition came
down the soldiers broke open the nouses, destroyed our pans and kettles, and fired into
the stoves and kettles. The soldiers are very drunken and come to our place-they have
arms and guns ; they run after our women and fire into our houses and lodges ; one soldier came along and wanted one of our young men to drink, but he would not, and turned
to go away, and the soldier shot at him. Before the soldiers came along we had good
health; but once the soldiers come along they go to my squaws and want to sleep with
them, and the squaws being hungry will sleep with them in order to get something to eat,
and will get a bad disease, and then the squaws turn to their husbands and give them the
bad disease.
I would like to know if my grandfather tells the soldiers to get all my hay. Every year
great contracts are made for cutting hay for Fort Randall, and they cut the hay all off our
land, and I would like to know if my grandfather gave them permission to cut all the hay
and take the money. I never see any of the money myself They take all my mowing
machines, bought with my money, to cut hay to sell to the soldiers, and I cannot get the
mowing machines to cut anything for ourselves, and I have no use of them. I think the
agents are in partnership with these men cutting 'hay to 10e1l to the soldiers. The reason I
think the agent bad a hand in cutting bay for the soldiers i~, because one year Burleigh
gave all of us chief& fifty dollars each for the hay cut upon the contract. Last spring I
asked him for the money for the bay he cut last year, and he told me he could not give
it to me, because he had 15pent it last winter to get us something to eat; but I
do not know whether he did or not. I hope you will report these things to my
. grandfather, and have him stop those men from cutting the hay right off. I think
if they would return me my mowing machines I could cut part of the hay on the
contract, and I must have some for my ponies; I wish you would attend to it. When I
started to come down here they were getting ready to cut hay on another contract for the
soldiers at Fort Randall. If they would return our mowing machines we could take the
contract ourselves; we have some white men and half-breeds wh'O could assist us, but they
want it all themselves. The reason I talk thus is, 1 think all is wrong. I know the young
man who has the contract ; I think he has had it two years before. When he breaks any
part of the mowing machine he goes to my blacksmith shop and carpenter shop to repair
it; it is all paid for out of my annuity fund. It is Hedges who has the contract. Thompson, our blacksmith, has had charge of cutting the hay on the contracts for the past two
years, and is getting ready to cut it this year.
Worse than that is the treatment I have received. For the past two winters soldiers
have been quartered in my houses, and they go in my blacksmith and carpenter shops and
work and repair whatever they have that needs it, and they burn my wood, and I have received no pay for all this. I think, my friend, when you come to see us, you will find a
bad smell, and will want to put your coat to your mouth, and will want to get away. I
don't know what the soldiers were sent there for, they do us no good. They did their
private jobs in and around our houses, and they smell bad. , I don't think my grandfather
has but very little money; be only sends us about five dollars apieoe, and all the white
men round come and want to get what we do receive, for horses that some other Indians
have stolen, but laid to the Yanktons, because they receive annuities. When the two men
were shot the other day at Brule creek, the governor sent me word to take the Indians
away from that place, but none of those Indians belonged to me. Some of the white
men come and lay rounq my place and get out of money, and go and kill their own cat-
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tie, and go and lay the killing to the Yanktons, and then go and get pay for them out of
our money.
Since I made the treaty I am an American. My new agent told me the other day that
the old Commissioner of Indian Affairs had been stealing part of the annuities, and that a
better man had been put in his place. At this I felt good, and I p1.1t on my hat, I felt so
good, my he~ut so big. My new agent is an entirely different man; he shows· me the invoices, and I think he is a good man for us. He hired a blacksmith right off. My friend,
what I am going to tell you is the truth. We only get five dollars apiece ; we have only
had one trader ; he often makes us feel bad ; he sells us goods so high it makes us cry ; I
think there ought to be two traders ; I want two traders. I think if you come up to our
agency yon will laugh m the first place, and then be mad to see our storehouse in the same
building with the trader's store. I want the store moved away a mile, so that it won?t be
so handy to our goods; I want you to have this changed. I hope my grandfather will see
that the store is moved away from my warehouse, because the trader's store is under the
floor where my goods are stored. I sometimes have bad dreams ; I feel that there may be
cracks that my goods may fall through.
I am done. Again I say, my friend, I am glad you have come to see us, and I hope
will report all I have said to the Great Father, and that you will do us good. The Great
Spirit knows that I have spoken the truth.
Strike the Ree here ends his spoech.
The foregoing speeches were made in the presence of the chiefs Crazy Bull, Jumping
Thunder, Walking Elk, White Medicine Cow, Little White Swan and Pretty Boy, and one
Indian warrior, who all assented thereto.

YANKTON INDIAN AGENCY, Au9ust 28 1 1865.
Colin Campbell, being duly sworn, deposes as follows :
First question. How long have you resided at this agency?
First answer. Ever since Redfield came here as agent.
Second question. Did Redfield erect a school-bouse at this agency?
Second .answer. No; be did not. Knew nothing wrong in his management.
Third question. How did Burleigh manage the affairs of the agency ?
Third answer. I have no personal knowledge. The Indians complained a good deal. I
am entitled to receive annuities every year, as one of the half-breeds under the treaty and
agreement of the chiefs, but Mr. Burlejgh never paid me the whole of it. I made a contract with him, by which I sold him one·half of my annuity. The follqwing is a copy of
the contract, to wit :
"In consideration of Colin Campbell, of Greenwood, Dakota Territory, having assigned
and set over to me one-half of his claim against the United States under the Yankton
tteaty, and guaranteed the same to me, I agree to do and perform the following for the said
Campb.ell:
"1st. To erect and finish a good and comfortable timber [house] upon .fl. quarter section of
governmei).t land below Bonhomme, and give him a warrant to pay for the same when the
said land comes into market.
" 2d. To put into said bouse one hundred and fifty dollars' worth of furniture, among
which shall be one good cook stove.
•' 3d. To plac~ thereon, as the property of said Campbell, and pay for the same, 3 yoke of
oxen, 3 yokes, 4 chains, 25 cows, 25 2-year old heifers, 25 1-year old heifers, 1 bull, 6
stock bogs, 2 ploughs, 1 harrow, 1 corn plough, 4 hoes, 5 shovels, 5 axes, 3 hay forks, 1
grindstone, 2 scythes and snatbs-all of which is to be accomplished within one year and
six months from this date.
"In witness whereof, I hereunto set my band and seal this 12th day of January, 1862.
"W. A. BURLEIGH. [L s.]
'' In presence of" A. J. FOULK."
YANKTON INDIAN AGENCY, August 29, 1865.
John J. Thompson, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposes and says as follows:
First question. What is your name and occupation, and where do you reside?
First answer. My name is John J. Thompson, and am now residing at the Yankton agency,
and have been residing here three years the first of last December. While M:r. Burleigh
was here I was acting as blacksmith.
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Second question. While you were blacksmith, what efforts did you make to learn any Indians blacksmithing?
Second answer. Three years this season Doctor Burleigh wante:l me to take an Indian boy
to learn the trade; and be hired an Indian man at the rate of twelve dollars per [month] to
work in the blacksmith shop and to learn the trade, and he remained there about three
months, and learned to do some of the common things to be learned in a shop, and then
some of the other Indians told him he was foolish for working, that the white men were
made to work for the Indians, and so he left, and that was the last that was done to learn
an Indian to work in the blacksmith shop. The Indians are indolent, and deem it disgraceful to work. I left the employment of the agency last October, the first of the month.
Third question. What do you know about school being kept for the education of the
Indian children?
Third answer. I think, for a while, Doctor Burleigh's sister taught some kind of a school ;
but I don't know what kind of a one. There is no school-house, and has not been here.
Fourth question. Who was employed as a physician here?
Fourth answer. Doctor Barrett was employed when I came here, and remained some
eighteen months after I came here, and had been here some four or five months before I
came.
Fifth question. What do you know about the employes of the agency working for Doctor
Burleigh on his farm near Bonhomme?
Fifth answer. Henry Clairmore and Louis Mallett, who had been employes at the
agency, worked at Burleigh's farm; but, whether they were paid at the time as employes
of the agency or not, [I do not know.]
Sixth question. What do you know about the management of the affairs of the agency
by Doctor Burleigh?
Sixth answer. I know of no wrong or mismanagement of the affairs of the agency by Doctor Burleigh.
Seventh question. Do you know anything about the goods of the Indians and trader
being mixed together?
Seventh an!'wer. I know nothing of the kind. Sometimes they have sold in the trader's
store goods of the same pattern of the Indian goods, and the Indians have concluded from
that they were the goods of the Indians.
Eighth question. Do you know of any of the Indians' flour being sold by the trader?
Eighth answer. I do not; nor do I know of Doctor Burleigh using any for his own private
use. The flour for the Indians is generally marked" Yankton Sioux," and I have never
seen any of that mark in the store.
Ninth question, What do you know about Hedges using the Indians' mowing machines,
teams, &c.?
Ninth answer. Last year I cut the hay myself for Hedges to fi;J the contract at Fort Randall. We took up one of the Yankton mowing machines to use in CflSe we should break one
of the other machines, but did not use it, but returned it to the wa-rehouse. We used one
yoke of the Indians' oxen and one wagon ; at least, the oxen had ,,}ways be n used abo qt
the agency, and I supposed they belonged to the Indians, but kr.ow nothing about it.
Doctor Burleigh and Hedges told me they paid the Indian8 for the bay.
Tenth question. What do you know of Hedges' having Indians freight for him?
Tenth answer. I have been in Hedges's store and know of his having the Indians to take
freight up to his store near Fort Randall, and know he always paid them liberally.
Eleventh question. The Indians complain that they could not always get l.Jlacksmithing
done for themselves, for the reason that the blacksmith was working for white,-?
Eleventh answer. I. never refused to work for them ; I always did all the work they
needed ; T always tried to accommodate them; bnt ·sometimes, when they were about going
out on a hunt, m::~ny of them would come at the same t.ime and want guns, tir•s, alld
everything mended all at once, and because I could not work for all at the same time
they would complain.
Twelfth question. Ha,·e been employed in Hedges's store?
Twelfth answer. I have been in the employ of Hedges, the trader, since last October,
but have not been in the store all the time; ~ometimes I was away, employed elsewhere
fOl' him.
Thirteenth question. Whr.t has been the general course of his dealing with the Indians
at his store ?
Thirteenth answer. It has been honorable He has paid them a good price for their
robes; from seven to fifteen dollars apiece. When the Indians pay money for goods, h~
sells just as cheap to them as to white men. Sometime._, when the roue is poor. he sells
the goods higher, for the reason that they want as much for a poor rob~ as a good one, unless it is a very poor robe.

374

APPENDIX.

Fourteenth question. Have you been present when the goods have been distributed to
the Indians?
Fourteenth answer. I have, and have sometimes assisted in carrying the goods out of the
warehouse. Before dit;tributing goods he would generally separate the goorls going to
the different bauds, and carry them down separately. Sometim,es some of the goods would
be kept until fall for future distribution, and I know of no instance of the Indian goods
being given to white men except when we were raising the mill. When we were raising
the mill, help was scarce, and Doctor Burleigh told some soldiers that if they would assist
in raising the mill he would give them a check shirt apiece ; they did so, and he gaYe
them a check shirt each, saying that it was Indian work and it ought to be paid for out of
their goods.
JOHN J. THOMPSON.
Frederick Carmon, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposes as follows :
First question. What is your name and residence?
First answer. My name is Frederick Carmon. I reside at the Yankton agency, and have
resided here since the fall of 1861, with the exception of an ab<>ence of a little over a
year, from the spring of 1864 until July, 1865.
Second question. What has been your occupation at the Yankton agency ?
Second answer. Carpenter.
Third question. What has been your compensation?
Third answer. Fifty dollars per month.
Fourth question. Where were you during your absence?
Fourth answer. I was travelling about; went to the Nemaha reservation and to Des
Moines and other places ; did not remain at any place any length of time.
Fifth question. Who acted as carpenter at this agency while you were gone?
Fifth answer. I do not know.
Sixth question. Who has been blacksmith since you came here ?
Sixth answer. Thompson; the first six months a man by the name of Smith was also
blacksmith at the time.
Seventh question. Has a school been taught here in which Indians have been taught?
Seventh answer. Doctor Banett taught school awhile, and I believe Mr. Faulks's
daughter also kept school some. The school was not kept up the year round, but part of
the time.
Eighth question. Was any school being taught when you left for Nemaha?
Eighth answer. No, sir.
Ninth question. How were you paid?
Ninth answer. In money generally. I used to receipt on three or four different papers,
and don't know whether :fifty dollars per month was inserted; but supposed it was.
Tenth question. Do you know how Burleigh transacted his business?
Tenth answer. I do not know personally.
Eleventh question. Does Hedges use the Indians' mowing machine?
Eleventh answer. No, sir.
Twelfth question. What do you know about efforts being made to learn the Indians the
different trades?
Twelfth answer. Efforts have been made at different times, but without much success.
The other Indians would laugh at them and call them squaws, anJ then the Indians who
were trying to learn would become ashamed and quit.
Thirteenth question. Has any school-house been erected at this agency?
Thirteenth answer. I do not know of any. I do nut know of a building which was calculated for a school-bouse.
Fourteenth question. Is the trader's store under the Indian warehouse?
Fourteenth answer. It is.
Fifteenth question. Who was the farmer, engineer, and miller while you have been
here ; also tinner ?
Fifteenth answer. John Burleigh was farmer as long as Doctor Burleigh was agent.
He was here most of the time, but absent occasionally ; I do Rot know how much. He
was a brother of Doctor Burleigh. D. P. Bradford was the engineer most of the time.
Penrose was engineer when I came here, and remained three or four months after I came
here. Bradford was here most of the time. Aleck Keeler, a band here, acted as miller
in what milling wae done A Mr. Macklin acted as tinner. Mr. Bradford, the engineer,
was here off and on when the mill was run, but was not engaged all the time.
F. CARMON.
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PoNCA AGENCY, DAKOTA TERRITORY, September 1, 1865.
Testimony taken before Ron. A. W. HuBBARD, member of congressional Indian commission.
Frank Roy, being duly sworn, deposed as follows :
That he resides at the Ponca agency, and has resided there ever since the agency was
established ; that he acted as interpreter for Agent Hoffman.
Firs£ question. State how many of the payments to the Indians by Hoffman were made

~~

l

First answer. The first payment made by him was made in gold, and the second payment
but little gold was paid-! think not more than one-third of the amount; all the other
payments have been made in currency.

;
YANKTON INDIAN AGENCY,

Auoust 29, 1865.

Louis Mallett, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposes as follows :
First question. What is your name and occupation, and where do you reside?
First answer. My name is Louis Mallett, and I am a laborer, and now reside at the Yankton agency.
·
Second question. Have you worked for Doctor Burleigh?
Second answer. Last autumn I worked at Bonhomme, on Burleigh's farm, and the year
before I worked about three or four months. Last summer I was there through planting
and remained until after baying. Burleigh paid me, but I do not know whether he paid
me as an employe of the agency or not. I also worked at the agency some while Burleigh
was agent.
YANKTON INDIAN AGENCY, August 28, 1865.
Examination befm;e Ron. A. W. HuBBARD, member of congressional Indian commiss~on.
Zephir Rencounter, being duly sworn, deposes as follows :
First question. Where do you now reside ?
First answer. I reside at Crow Creek agency.
Second question. Where have you resided for the past five or six years?
Second answer. I resided here, at the Yankton agency, three years of that time, and
the remainder of that time I have resided at Bonhomme.
Third question. State whether you were at this agency while :M:r. Redfield was agent
here.
Third answer. I was here one year, and about two years while Mr. Burleigh was agent,
and was interpreter part of the time.
Fourth question. State what you know about a school-house being erected at this agency
by Mr. Redfield.
Fourth answer. None was erected by him, though I understood he was to erect one;
and no school-home has been erected by subsequent agents.
Fifth question. State whether any school has been kept at the Yankton agency?
Filth answer. None wa'1 kept while Mr. Redfield was here. During Mr. Burleigh's
agency a Mr. Banett taught Mr. Burleigh's children for a time. In the first place he tried
to get some of the Indian children into his school, but did not succeed very well, aml
abandoned the enterprise.
Rixth question. Do you know vf any one else being employed to teach the Indians here ?
Sixth answer. No, sir.
Seventh question. If there had been any teacher here teaching the Indians woul~ you
prouably have k11own it?
Seventh answer. l think I would, because I have been here frequently even when I did
not reside here. I am a relation of the Yankton Indians.
Eighth question. Were there any mechanic shops erected by Redfield while here?
EL.1.hth an~wer. A blacksmith shop and a carpenter shop .
Ninth question. Was any dwelling-house erected by Redfield for the interpreter, and one
for the miller?
Ninth answer. He erected a double house; part of it to be occupied by the miller and
part by the interprtter.
Tenth question. Was any house erected for the engineer and f:umer?
Tenth answer. Yes, sir; a sort of double house.
Eleventh questio~. What do you know as to the fuanner in which Redfield transacted
the business of the agency ?
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Eleventh answer. I have no knowledge in that respect.
Twelfth question. What do you know about the manner in which Burleigh tra.nsacted
the business of the agency?
Twelfth answer. I have no personal know ledge, but I heard some complaint.
Thirteenth question. What efforts have been made to learn the Indians the blacksmith
trade, the .carpenter trade, and other mechanical pursuits, and also agricultural pursuits?
Thirteenth answer. Some efforts were made to learn Indians to work in the blacksmith
shop, but were not very successful ; also some tried to learn to farm, but the Indians abandoned it.
Fobrteenth question. What amount of annuity are you entitled to yearly as a Yankton
half-breed, under the treaty and the agreement of the Yankton chiefs?
Fourteenth answer. I do not know. When Redfield was here I needed goods for my
family and he gave me a thousand dollars' worth out of the warehou<;e of thH agency. with
the agreement tl:lt the amount should be deducted out :>f my annuity, and the matter
remained unadjusted until Burleigh came, and he theri. receipted for my annuity for three
years for the thousand dollars of goods got of Redfield. After this Burleigh told me that
my annuity amounted to fifteen hundred dollars a year, and I then entered into a contract
with Burleigh by which I sold him one-half of my annuity so long as it should last, for
which he was to give me twenty head of cows, one hundred ebickens, build me a bouse a
story and a half high, with two rooms in it, each nineteen feet long by sixteen feet wide,
and he was to furnish the house with a table for each room, bureau, one dozen chairs,
looking-glass, one cooking stove, one parlor stove.
Fifteenth question. Did you get the twenty cows?
Fifteenth answer. He delivered seventeen of the cows to me; they were worth twentyfive dollars a heatl.
Sixteenth question. Did be build the house ; and if so, what kind of a house ?
Sixteenth answer. Built a log house.
Seventeenth question. Did he pay you the balance?
Sevepteenth answer. He paid me twenty-five chickens, one cooking stove, and six chairs,
and that is all I have received from him.
Eighteenth question. What receipts have you signed for the annuity?
Eighteenth answer. I have signed receipts each year for the full amount.
Nineteenth question. Did you give Burleigh a power of attorney to draw your annuity?
Nineteenth answer. I did.

YANKTON INDIAN AGENCY, August 29, 1865.
F. B. Chardon, of lawful age, being duly sworn, did depose and say :
First question. What is your name and residence?
First answer. F. B. C'hardon, and reside at the Yankton agency, and have resided here
five or six years.
Second question Who acted as carpenter while Mr Burleigh was agent?
Second answer. Fred. Carmon. Mr. Bradford, the engineer, sometimes did rough work
about the mill
Third question. Who acted as blacksmith?
Third answer. John Thompson was blacksmith.
Fourth question. Who acted as tinner, and who was miller?
Fourth answer. Mr. Rube was miller when any grinding was done. But little milling
was done, and most any one could do it. Mr. Macklin was tinner.
Fifth question Was there any teacher .here?
Fifth answer. Doctor Banett was employed as teacher, and taught Doctor Burleigh's children and some of Mr. Faulk's children, (one of _them,) and part of the time S<)me of Mr.
Owen's children, but the Indians did not go to his school. I think Doctor Banett was
here as teacher and doctor nearly two years. After Doctor Banett left they had no n ·gular
teacher or doctor. John Burleigh acted as doctor some and gave out medicine when the
Indians wanted it.
Sixth question. Was a Miss Faulk employed as teacher while Doctor Burleigh was agent
llere?
8ixth answer. I heard she was, but I never saw any one go to school to her, nor do I
!know where she taught.
:Seventh question. Were any efforts made while Burleigh was here to learn any of the
indians to read and write or any trades ?
8eveuth answer. No efforts were made to learn them to read and write. They tried to
learu .one Indian the t.inner's trade, ~the disagreed with the tinner and left. There was
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one in the mill, but I think he worked for wages. Those who have attempted to Jearn the
Indians trades have expected too much of them ; they are not like white folks ; and those
who have tried to learn them have not succeeded. They must be humored and learued
gradually.
Eighth question. Have you been pre11ent at payments made to the Indians and halfbreeds made by Doctor Burleigh ?
Eighth answer. I waR present at two payments of the half-breeds. The first payment by
him was made in paper money. I think this payment was made the first fall after the doctor
came here. The half-breeds were absent, and were sent for and came to the agency. He
told us he had our money for us, and assembled us in the council-room, but did not tell
us how much was coming to us. He then asked us to sign the receipts before he showed
us any money. Some refused to sign the receipts until they knew how much money they
were going to get. I did not sign for two days. I do not draw any money myself, but
my children do, and I was to sign myself for them. That time they were to draw for
three years, and I drew for them sixty-five dollars and some cents for the three years.
Since then I have drawn fifty dollars a year for them, and have receipted each year for that
amount to Doctor Burleigh.
Ninth question. What do you know about Mr. Burleigh having purchased some of the
half-breeds' claims for annuity?
Ninth answer. I know he entered into a written agreement with Colin Campbell for the
purchase of half of his annuity. He also purchased one-half of Zephir Rencounter's annuity. He built a bouse for Mr. Campbell at Bonhomme, I unrlerstand, and also Jet him
have one yoke of oxen, three cows, one heifer, three calves. That is all he has paid Mr.
Campbell. Mr. Campbell has never been down at Bonhomme to live in the bouse, and
was not willing to go there and live unless Burleigh would give him a deed for the land,
and some difficulties have occurred about the delivery of the property Burleigh was to give
him, and be would not go there to live, and those difficulties remain unadjusted between
them.
Tenth question. Do you know how much money has been paid Mr. Campbell?
Tenth answer. I do not know. He has received some things out of the trader's store at
various times, and also received some things from Doctor Burleigh himsBlf from the warehouse, and when the time for payment came Doctor Burleigh would make out Mr. Campbell's account and pay what he said was the balance due. He never gave Campbell his account, but would tell him how much he owed him and how much money was coming to
him, and then Campbell would sign the receipts, and Campbell never knew how much be
did get. Burleigh always kept the one-half under the agreement. Mr. Campbell is very
oJd and deaf, and for the past year or two has been almost incompetent to do business, and
it is very difficult to make him understan:l or comprehend anything. The goods that
Burleigh gave Campbell out of the warehouse were marked Walter A. Burleigh, agent of
the Yankton Indians, but I do not know whether they belonged to the Indians or Doctor
Burleigh .
Eleventh question. Do you know of Doctor Burleigh using the Inrlian goods at any time?
Eleventh answer. He fitted out La Frambois with an outfit for the upper country, consisting of tobacco, sugar, coffee, blankets, white cotton cloth, and a good many other
things which I cannot enumerate. I cannot state the quantity of each. I saw the goods
all in a pile together, and saw them loaded in a wagon and start off. The load was drawn
by two mules, and there was a full load. These goods were Indian goods. They had been
laid away to be distributed in the fall, and were selected out of the annuity brought here
in the spring or summer. The Indians complained to Doctor Burleigh about it, and there
was a great fuss, and all the Indians gathered to fight Burleigh and frightened him, and he
then issued to them what goods were left. All the goods which came here to Doctor Burleigh were marked alike, and the Indians could not distinguish their goods from Burleigh's. Doctor took such as he claimed as his, and left the balance for the Indians.
Twelfth question. Do you know of any of the employ~s employed at the agency by Doctor Burleigh working on Doctor Burleigh's.,tjum at Bonhomme.
Twelfth answer. Some of them worked there. Mr. Bradford, the engineer, worked
down on Burleigh's farm. Jerry Brottion worked there ; John Burleigh also worked there;
also Mr. Owens and Mr. Ruffner; but I do not know how they were paid. Frank Jandreau
also worked down there ...They were working at the agency part of the time and part of
the time they worked on Burleigh's farm at Bonhomme. His farm is about thirty-five or
forty miles from the agency. Some of the employes of the agency hauled g<lod:; for Mr.
Hedges, the trader, with the Indians' teams.
Thirteenth question. How have the payments been made to the half-breeds?
Thirteenth answer. When I have been here the payments have always been made in pa·
per money.
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Fourteenth question How have the payments of money to the Indians been made?
Fourteenth answer. I witnessed the payment in 1862, and the payment to them at that
time was made principally in paper money. He would give them four dollars in paper money
and one in gold, and to some of them he paid four dollars in gold and one in paper money.
Where there was a large family he would pay four dollars in gold and the balance in paper
money. Payments were made at the rate of five dollars per head and were made to the
heads of the family.
Fifteenth question . Have you been present at any payments made since 1862?
Fifteenth answer. I have been at all the payments since but one.
Sixteenth question. How have the payments been made since then?
Sixteenth answer. Have been paid in paper money.
Seventf'eth question . What do you know about the chief Strike the Ree demanding the
invoices at the time the goods have been distributed to the Indians?
Seventeenth answer. I have ofttm heard him demand to see the invoices, but Burleigh
always refused to let him see the invoices.
Eighteenth question. What do you know about the quality of the flour that has been delivered here this year?
Eighteenth answer. It has been of very inferior quality and black; that is what I have
received and all that I have seen, and I suppose it has all been of the same quality.
Nineteenth question. State what inducement or means have heretofore been made to induce or compel the Indians to buy the goods of the trader.
Nineteenth answer. The store of the trader is the only place the Indians can buy goods
on orders. The agent gives ordtJrs on the trader and the Indians have to pay whatever
price he asks. Flour is now $9 per sack. Heretofore at times they have had to pay as
high as $10 per sack. They now get two and a half pounds of sugarfor a dollar. Coffee is
fifty cents per pound.
Twentieth question. What do you know about the Indians being satisfied with the management of the agency affairs while Burleigh and Redfield were here?
Twentieth answer. They were very much dissatisfied. I married Campbell's niece, and
have been with the Yankton Indians ten years.
Twenty-first question. What do you know about Hedges, the contractor for furnishing
hay at Fort Randall, using the Indians' mowing machines, oxen, and wagons, &c.?
Twenty-first answer. He has hitherto used them in cutting hay on his contracts, and has
repaired them at the blacksmith and carpenter shops belonging to the agency. I have no
knowl~dge of the Indians being paid a~nything for the use of them or for repairing them.
F. B. CHARDON.
YANKTON INDIAN AGENCY, August 29, 1865.
Alexis C. Young, being duly sworn, deposes as follows:
First question. What is your name, and how long have you resided at this (Yankton)
agency?
First answer. My name is Alexis Young, and I have resided here five years.
Second question In what capacity have you been employed here?
f::iecond answer The first three years I was employed as laborer by Dr. Burleigh, and I
have been acting as interpreter about one year and a half under Doctor .Burleigh, and I am
now interpreter under Agent Conger.
Third question. Do you know of Doctor Burleigh using any of the Indian goods for his
own use?
Third answer. I do not. If he did so, I did not see it.
FourtL question. What do you know about schools being kept here, and efforts made to
learn the Indians to read and write and to learn trades ?
Fourth answer. No efforts have been made to teach the Indians; Dr. Banett taught
school one winter, and I saw Burleigh's family-sisters and sisters-in-law, and his brothersat Doctor Banett's school ; I have never seen
y school open for the Indians; I do not
know of any other teacher being employed, though I heard that they were going to employ
one. I have wanted to send my two daughters to school for the past five years, but I have
had no opportunity. 'fhere are at least twenty-five half-bree~hildren that want to go
to school l1t)W, and have wanted to go to school; there are plenty of half-breeds and Indian children that would go to school if there was an opportunity ; there has been no
school-house here, and no place fit for a school.
Fifth question. Has there been a physician employed here?
Fifth answer. Doctor Banett was here about two years, and there has been no other
physician here until Agent Conger came. John Burleigh, who acted a3 boss farmer, tried
to be doctor, too, and gave the Indians medicine; Mrs. Burleigh, the mother of Agent
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Burleigh, gave the Indians medicine wh~n John Burleigh was away ; I did not understand
that either of them were educated physicians.
t:iixth question . What do you know about the quality of the flour distributed to the
Indians this spring?
t:>ixth answer. It was very poor and black ; the flour makes very poor bread; I had a
barrel.
Seventh question. What do you know about the condition of the agency when Doctor
Burleigh turned it over to Major Conger, the new agent?
Seventh answer. It was in a very bad condition; Major Conger found himself like a man
in the middle of a prairie, with nothing to do with. There was no blacksmith, nor carpenter. For the last six months prior to Doctor Burleigh's leaving there was no black- smith and no €ngineer;. we had had no engineer since last .August. There had been no
carpenter for over a year.
Eighth question. Do you draw annuities under the treaty and agreement. of thP. chiefs?
Eighth answer. Burleigh has always paid me $200 a year, and my two daughters
$100 apiece each year.
Ninth question. What do you know about the Indian goods and Burleigh's goods being
mixed up together?
Ninth answer. Doctor Burleigh's goods-I can't say whether his goods were marked different from the Indians' goods or not. The traders' goods were marked differently.
When the goods were landed here Doctor Burleigh would say that certain boxes belonged to
him, and they would be set apart for him.
.A.. C. YOUNG.

YANKTON INDIAN AGENCY, August 29, 1865.
H. M. Conger, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposed as follows :
First question. What is your name, residence, and occupation?
First answer. H. M. Conger; resides at the Yankton agency, and have resided here since
the first of May, the present year; I am acting in the capacity of farmer for the agency ;
I Cllme here with Mr. Conger, the present agent, who arrived here about the first day of
May, 1865.
Second question. State the condition of affairs here when your brother took possession.
Second answer. The affairs of the agency were in a bad condition; they had been two
or three days, and had ploughed fifteen or twenty acres. Found the agency destitute of
teil.ms, with the exception of one span of mules and two yokes of oxen ; there were plenty
of ploughs and harrows ; there were two wagons and one truck used at the mill ; there
was also an ambulance for light purposes. In order to get in crops we hired teams to
plough ; we ploughed and put in about one' hundred and fifty acres ; found fiOme seed
corn here, but it was poor ; we planted it, but it did not come up, except on the
very wet land. Doctor Burleigh had sent for seed, but it did not arrive here in season.
I think there are about fifty acres of the corn .come up ; it has come up in several different patches.
Third question. How does it happen that Charles E. Hedges is trader here? State what
you know about it.
, Third answer. Mr. Mobley came here with the intention of acting as trader. After he
arriv,,d here Mr. Hedges made an arrangement with him by which Mr. Hedges became the
trader, and Mr. Mobley went back home. Hedges paid Mobley six thousand dollars, but
I do not know personally whether it was paid in consideration of Mobley relinquishing the
tradership, or for something else.
Fourth question. Did Mobley have any goods or property here to dispose of which Hedges
got of him?
Fourth answer. Not that I know of; he may have had.
Fifth question. Do you know the prices at which Mr. Hedges sells the goods to the
Inrlians?
Fifth answer. The price~ are as stated by Mr. Chardon in his affidavit, which I heard;
be has been selling them common prints at about three yards for the dollar; blue drilling
and check gingham at fifty cents per yard.
Sixth question What do you know about Herlges, the hay contractor, using the Indians'
mowing machinei! to cut h:'ly for Fort Randall?
Sixth answer. He<iges uses his own machines this year, and his own teams. I don't
know what he ha-, hitherto done : there is an understanding between Mr. Conger and the
Indians that they shall have pay for the hay cut by Mr. Hedges this year.
H. M. CONGER.
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FORT RANDALL, Sptember 2, 1865.
County of Todd:
William Cox, of lawful age, being duly sworn, doth depose and say as follows:
First question. What is your name, residence, and ocr.upation?
First answer. William Cox; reside at Fort RaudaU.
Second question. State what knowledge you have of the injuries sustained by the Yankton Indians at t.he hands of the soldiers under General Sully.
Second answer. A few rails were probably...taken from the fence of Little Swan, above
this post, by the soldiers, but not to my knowledge ; but the Indians took off more than the
soldiers At the agency the soldiers camped about four miles from the houses they said were
injured; I was there the next day, and saw no damage done, except some few windows
that were out ; don't know whether they had glass windows or not, but they generally
board up their windows. I often travel by the agency, and did at that time; I have seen
no other damage there. For the past six years I often have passed over the reservation;
during the past six years, part of the time, have carried the mail over that part of the
reservation above here ; I have canied the mail over the reservation above here for the
past two years.
Third question. Do you know that the damage done down at the agency, that you saw,
was done by the soldiers?
Third answer. I do not.
Fourth question. State whether, if the Indians had sustained any serious damage at the
hands of the soldiers, you would likely have known of it.
Fourth answer. I think I would. I can talk some with the Yankton Indians, and can
understand them, and have frequently had conversal.ions with them during the past two or
three years, and never heard of their complaint for damages until since Congress allowed
them $10,000 for damages done by soldiers. I was at the agency this last spring, and
Little Swan wanted to find some person to make out papers for him for his share of the
damages; be did not know what his damages were, but wanted his papers made out by
wme white man, so that be could get his share ; he was afraid some of the other chiefs
would get more than their share.
Fifth question. What amount, if any, of damages have been committed against the
property of the Indians (Yanktons) by tbe soldiers?
Fifth answer. All the damages sustained by them at the hands of the soldiers did not
exceed five hundred dollars, and I doubt whether or not one hundred dollars would not
cover all.
WILLIAM COX.
TERRITORY OF DAKOTA,

FoRT RANDALL, DAKOTA, Sptembe1· 2, 1865.
Examination before Hon. A. W. Hubbard, commissioner.
Samuel M. Pollock, colonel of the 6th regiment Iowa volunteer cavalry, being duly
sworn, deposed as follows:
First question. State your name, ·o ccupation for the past three years, and your residence.
Fir8t answer. My name is Samuel M. Pollock, and reside at Dubuque, Iowa. I am
colonel of the 6th regiment Iowa volunteer cavalry, and have been serving in Dakota
Territory for some over two years.
Second question. State what you know about injuries committed against the Yankton
Sioux Indians by soldiers belonging to the command of General Sully.
Second answer. Some time in December, 1864, I received a communication from General
Sully, wherein he stated that Mr. Burleigh, the agent of the Yankton Indians, complain- ·
ing of some depredations and damages done to the property and hou~es of Smutty Bear below
the agency, by tl:1e last company of the 6th regiment Iowa cavalry that pas~ed down that fa.ll,
and directing me to go to the agency and in vetltjgate the facts in relation to such damages and
depredations and report the same to him. In accordance with these directions of General
Sully, I went to the Yankton Indian agency to investigate aud report the facts in relation
to such depredations and injuries On arriving at the agency, I found that Mr. Burleigh
was not at home at the agency. I was of the opinion that the damages done, as represented by Mr. Burleigh, had been very much exaggerated, and that there was no certainty
as to the persons who had committed the depredations complained of. I came to that conclusion as the result of the inquiries I made after I arrived at the agency. In order that
the investigation might be made more satisfactory, I r•·turnefi to my post at ~·ort Randall,
and await the return of Mr. Burleigh, and return Hgain to the agency and take the testimony of Mr. Burleigh and any witnesses he might produce who knew anything of the
alleged depredations. Learning that Mr. Burleigh bad returned, I a;;ain went to the
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agency, saw Mr. Burleigh and informed him of the object of my visit, and deflired his testimony and that of any witnesses he might produce, who knew anything in relation. to the
depredations. Mr. Burleigh informed me that he was away from the agency at the time
of the alleged depredations, and knew nothing about he depredations except what the Indians had told him ; that he had no personal knowledge of the matter. I asked him then
to produce his witnesses. He referred me to some men belonging to company B, Dakota
cavalry ; but upon inquiry of them they knew nothing about who did it. I then asked
him to send for the Indians who knew something abont it, if there were such. He then
sent for an Indian whom he called his principal chief, by the name of Strike the Ree. Upon
inquiry of him, Strike the Ree said to me, through the interpreter, that some damages
had been done to some of the houses and property taken away at Smutty Bear's camp; that
the Indians had been absent from these houses on a hunt for about two months ; that
neither he nor they (the Indians) knew who done the damages, and that the only
reason he thought soldiers might have done the damage was, that shots had been fired
through the windows; that the houses had been opened, and some log chains and nails had
been taken away; and also spoke of some other article or articles that had been taken away,
but I do not now remember what article or articles, but the chains and nails were the
principal articles he complained of being taken. He also said that there were a great
many trains and teams passing these houses. He seemed to know nothing more about it.
Unable to obtain any evidence as to who committed the depredations, I took no evidence
as to the amount of damage; but from the statements of Strike the Ree and other persons
as to the amount of damage, I did not estimate the amount of damage done to exceed
·fifty dollars ; and from the character of the articles taken, I did not suppose that the damage done was committed by soldiers, as they would not likely take log chains and nails
when marching through the country, but think those articles were taken by citizens teaming through the country, as they would more likely need such articles.
Third question. Have you any personal knowledge of the soldiers under General Sully
committing any damage against the property of the Yankton Sioux Indians?
Third answer. I have not, aside from the horses eating grass upon the reservation and
the soldiers cutting wood to cook with while encamped upon the reservatiou.
Fourth question. State whether the prairie on the reservation passed over by the command, and upon which the horses fed, was enclosed with fences, and whether the horses
were turned into any enclosure?
J:t~ourth answer. The prairie was not enclosed ; I have never seen any enclosed meadows
on the Yank ton reservation ; the grass eaten was the unfenced wild grass of the open
prairie ; the horses were not turned into any enclosure ; the fuel ·taken was the fuel necessary to cook with while the command was passing over the reservation, and while encamped
upon it; no unnecessary damage was done so far as I know ; my connexion with the military here for the past two years has been such, that if any unnecessary damage had been
done I would have been likely to know it.
Fifth question. Do you know of any damage being done to the cornfields of the Yanktons by the soldiers ; a.nd if so, what damage ?
Fifth answer. Of my own personal knowledge, I do not ; I have heard that some
damages were done to their corn, but it was done in connexion with the military in the
fall of 1862, before I came into the country, as I understood it; if any damage has been
done since I know nothing of it.
Sixth question. State what, if anything, you know about the Yankton graves on the
reservation being interfered with by soldiers.
Sixth answer. I have no. knowledge of any such interference; I marched through the
Yankton reservation in May, 1S65, with four companies under my command, and stopped
at the agency to water the animals belonging to the command, and I know that at that
time there was no interference with the Yankton graves ; but what may have been done by
other soldiers marching across the reservation, I have no knowledge.
Seventh quGstion. State whether you have taken timber from the reservation for the
use of this post; and if so, the circumstances under which the same was taken.
Seventh answer. There is a great scarcity of timber suitable for s·aw-logs that can be
sawed with such small saws as there are at this post upon the military reservation. There
was no lumber to repair the quarters at the post, nor plank to make coffins for deceased
soldiers, which was absolutely necessary for the comfort of the men and for making coffins,
and I applied to Mr. Burleigh for the privilege of obtaining timber for that purpose from
the Indian reservation ; he said he had no objections to my taking it, but it would be better
to ask the permission of his Indian chiefs ; they would feel better about it. Strike the Ree,
his principal chief, gave his consent, and Mr. Burleigh told me I could take what I wanted ;
and a~;;cordingly, I took a number of saw-logs for the purpose above stated. Strike the
Ree said that some of his Indians would want some plank to make coffins for their dead,
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and they have had plank from this post for that pmpose, :md some coffins have been made
for them by the hands attached to the quartermaster's office.
Eighth question. State the circumstances under which an Indian was shot by a soldier
in April or May, 1864, near this poll.
Eighth answer. The circun;tstances as shown by an investigation had by me at the timeJ cannot speak of my own personal knowledge-were as follo-vs: I was in command of
this post at the time. The officer of the day was instructed to close the bar upon all
steamboats stopping at the post, so that soldiers could not procure liquor. A steamboat
came up the Missouri ri:ver, and the bar was closed by the officer of the day and no liquor
was sold. The boat for some purpose, after passing the post, landed again a short distance
above the post. Private Gaffney, of company G, 6th Iowa cavalry, procured whiskey from
the boat and became intoxicated. On his return to the post he met one Indian man and
two squaws. Gaffney and this party got into a difficulty about a bottle of whiskey which
Gaffney had. In the melee Gaffney shot the Indian man in the back with one of Smith
and Wesson's No. 1 revolvers. The soldier was placed in confinement, charges preferred
against him and forwarded to district headquarters. The Indian was cared for by the surgeon at the post, and in a short time recovered from his wounds. Gaffney was kept under
arrest until the following fall, when he was discharged from service under a surgeon's certificate of disability. The reason he was not tried 1 suppose was as follows : General Sully
soon after arrived on his expedition, and took Gaffney along with him to Fort Sully, and
after the expedition left there, there were not enough officers left to constitute a court to
try him at Fort Sully and, in addition, the witnesses necessary to establi~h the charges
a_gainst him were on the expedition above that place. The reason Gaffney was left there,
he was so badly ruptured that be could not well accompany the expedition.
Ninth question. Have you any knowledge of the Indians being driven out of their
tepees by soldiers?
Ninth answer. I have not of my own personal knowledge, and no complaints of that
character were made to me by Mr. Burleigh at the time of alleged offence of that character;
but long after the alleged time be complained to me. I understood that in the winter of
186 nd 1864, Charles De Gray, the interpreter at that time at Fort Randall, ran the
Indians out of their houses or tepees with a revolver. De G~ay was represented to me as
intoxicated at the time. He is a half-breed Yankton Indian, and I immediately discharged
him from his position as interpreter. He was not a soldier. I know of no other instance,
of Indians being run out of their houses or tepees. In respect to Captain Moreland having
killed some Indians on Ponca creek, a full investigation bas been bad and reported.
S. M. POLLOCK, Oolo:net 6th Iowa Cavalry.

DAKOTA TERRITORY, CROW CREEK AGENCY, September 6, 1865.
Examination as to affairs of Yankton Indians before Ron. A. W. HuBBARD, member Indian commission.
Daniel P. Bradford, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposed as follows:
First question. State your name and residence.
First answer. Daniel P. Bradford; reside at Bonhomme, in this Territory.
Second question. State whether, for the past three or four years, you have been employed on the Yankton agency; and if so, in what capacity?
Second answer. For the past three years I have been employed there during the summer
as engineer.
Third question. State what you know about the tinner at the agency making tin for the
trader.
Third answer. A year ago last summer, though I am not positivj:l, I was sitting in company with Burleigh, the agent, near the council, and Hedges, the trader, wanted to buy
some camp kettles of Burleigh. There was some conversation between Burleigh and
Hedges about the price, and Burleigh told him he might have them at a certain price,
which witness does [not] now recollect, and then Hedges's assistant went and got them.
The tinner was in the shop and delivered them according to the order of Agent Burleigh.
There were between two and three dozen of the camp kettles of the large size.
Fourth question. State what you know of Agent Burleigh slaughtering the beef cattle
belonging to the Indians and selling the beef.
Fourth answer. Personally, I do not. He used to kill beef at the agency' and sell the
beef. I m;ed to buy beef about every time he killed, but don't know that the beef belonged to the agency. When I moved there two years ago ]a..qt spring, I took with me a
fat cow. Burleigh wanted to buy her for beef, as be said. I replied that I could not sell
her, as it was the only cow I had; and then he said he would give any cow he bad upon
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the agency in exchange for her, and directed Silas Strader to make the exchange, which
was done, and the cow was killed and disposed of; that is, sold out as usual to those about
the agency, used in the mess-house, and Burleigh's family. I don't know whether the
cow belonged to the Indians, or was Indian property; or whether it was private property,
I never knew the difference between the stock belonging to the Indians or to Burleigh.
Fifth question. State what you may know of Burleigh using for his own purposes lumber
cut at the agency?
Fifth answer. Burleigh took some lumber from the agency saw-mill to his place at Bonhomme I don't know how much ; think there was at least two loads.
Sixth question. Do you know of his using any of the property of the agency at his farm
at Bonhomme ?
Sixth answer. I have known of his using some of the wagons of the Indians down
there.
Seventh question. Do you know of any of the employes of the agency working on Burleigh's Bonhomme farm? If so, state the particulars.
Seventh answer. I do. John Thompson worked there a year ago the past spring at least
a month, I should think. Micklin, (James, I think,) the tinner at the agency, also worked
there at the same time; I think be worked there a good deal longer than Thompson.
Mallet and Protean also worked there at that time. Also, Henry Claymore, another employe of the agency, worked there; but, whether they were employet:~ of the agency at the
time, I cannot say.
·
Eighth question. Wbile you were at work on the agency, how could you distinguish
the property belonging to th.e agency and that belonging to Burleigh, individually?
Eighth answer. 1 could not distinguish them. 1 frequently bought flour and meat of
Burleigh at the agency. I SOJl!etimes had as high as seven hands, and have quite a family.
Don't know who it belonged to.
Ninth question. Do you know of John Thompson, the blacksmith, doing blacksmith
work for outside parties and taking pay for it?
Ninth answer. I know of his doing a good deal of work for parties other than the Indians and those connected wtth the agency, and I think he took pay for it ; at least, I have
frequently heard him say how much he had made during the day for doing outside work,
and have heard him dun parties for pay for work he had done.
D. P. BRADFORD.

DAKOTA. TERRITORY, YANKTON, September 11, 1865.
Examination before Hon. A. W. HuBBARD, member of congressional Indian commission.
Patrick H. Conger, being duly sworn, deposed as follows :
First answer. My name is Patrick H. Conger. My present rE'sirlence is the Yankton
agency, Dakota, at which place I am acting as the agent of the Yankton Indians, and have
been acting as such agent since about the first of May last.
Second question. State generally the condition of the agency at the time you took possession.
Second answer. I have reported the condition of the agency at that time to Governor
Edmonds, of Dakota Territory, and that report contains the facts in relation to the agency.
Third question. State whether Agent Burleigh left with you any records and papers
showing the manner in which the business of his agency had been conducted.
rrhird answer. He did not, except he left a copy of the regulations of the departm~nt;
and on or about the first of July he gave me, at his farm at Bonhomme, a few letters of
instructions, which he tore out of a scrap-book.
Fourth question. State in what condition you found the wagons and farming implements
belonging to the agency.
Fourth answer. I found two or three old wagons, which were unfit for use, two of which
I have had prep:u ed. The ploughs were in good condition, so far as I have found them.
'!here were also two old mowers, though I do not know whether they belonged to the
agency or not. The ploughs were scattered about in different places.
Fifth question. State under what circumstances Charles E. Hedges became trader at
the Yankton agency.
Fifth answer. I took a man by the name of Mobley to the Yankton agency, expecting
to make him the tradtr, and be, with that underst:-tnding, pur<;hased the stock of
goods of Charles E. Hedges, the old trader, amounting, I believe, to between twelve
and thirteen thousand dollars There being some difficulty about the payment for the
goods, there was a proposition to either sell or buy back-! don't know which made the
proposition-and I consented that if Hedges could satisfy Mobley, I would recommend

384·

.APPENDIX.

Hedges for trader. I understood that an arrangement was made by which Hedges gave
Mobley six thousand dollars more than Mobley was to give for the goods, and took tbe
goods back, and I agreed to recommend Hedges for trader. I have no knowledge of Hedges
agreeing to pay any further s.u m for the right to the tradership; but I have understood
that he agreed to give my brother Hiram M. Conger six thousand dollars, by reason ef his
waiving his prospective operations with :Mobley, as he came out with Mobley expecting to
have some interest with Mobley in the trade. The trade now belongs exclusively to Hedges,
no other party being in interest with him to my knowledge.
Sixth question. Please state the manner in which the mess- house at the Yankton agency
managed.
Sixth answer. Temporarily, I have hired Mr. Wood and wife and his furniture for seventy-five dollars per month to manage and conduct the mess-house, and I furnish the provisions and receive the receipts ; but intend, as soon as possible, to procure some person to
manage and conduct it on their own account.
Seventh question. Was there any school in operation upon the agency, or school-house
fit for a school, at the time you took possession r
Seventh answer, There was neither school nor school-house.
Eighth question. State the number of Indians belonging to your agency.
Eighth answer. 1 have no means of knowing, as I have never enumerated them; but
have been informed by Mr. Burleigh that there are between twenty-three and twenty-four
hundred. I expect to enumerate them this fall.
Ninth question. State whether they have any means of subsistence for the coming winter excepting a resort to the chase.
Ninth answer. They have no means of subaistence except to a limited extent, and will
have to depend principally upon the chase for their subsistence.
P. H. CONGER.
ST. JoSEPH, Mrt"SOURI, October 20, 1865.
I have just received your application for my views upon Indian matters, ~nd
especially for facts in the management of Mr. Burleigh, late agent of the Yanktons.
As to Mr. Burleigh, my knowledge of his general administration is not sufficiently rersonal to make it of value to you, and you h_a ve probably heard as much of his operations
as I. But the general fact that the Yankton Indians are growing more and more degraded, that instead of acquiring knowledge and property they are poorer than ever, while
agents and other whites among them have grown rich ; and also the ·general fact that from
firm friends before the treaty they have become latent enemies, are patent to us all. These
things could not be without something radically wrong. There was a time when the life
of every settler in Dakota, if not in northwestern Iowa, set:lmed to depend upon his ability
to fly. Strong efforts were made to induce the Yanktons t9 join their Minnesota brethren
in the war. It is now known they were restrained only by a. minority of their chiefs, sustained by a military force amoug them. In a council held by the secretary while acting
governor, old Strike the Ree, after many and long complaints, was reminded of the duty
of being peaceable and not doing like his friends in Minnesota. The old man started,
almost jumped from his seat, seized the secretary by the shoulder, and with a slow but almost
convulsive earnestness, exclaimed: "You blame the Minnesota Indians. 'rhey did wrong,
but you do not know the cause. We know it! we know it! You do not. For long winters and summers they had been cheated and robbed by the agents and traders. They
complained, but the Great Father would not make it right. Their hearts became bad ;
they thirsted for blood; they got plenty. We have the same cause to kill as our friends
in Minnesota. But this (pointing to a cross suspended from his neck) keeps my heart right.
I would not let my young men fight. The Yanktons have never killed a white man.'..
The interpreter, who is generally bungling enough, seemed to catch the spirit of the orator, and the whole so star.tled the secretary that he was able a few days after to give me
almost every word. We have other and far more convincing evidence that the Yanktons
were with difficulty restrained. If they enjoy the full benefits of their treaty, why this
hostility ? Lewis and Clark, more than sixty years ago, were treated by them as honored
guests. French traders and trappers, before and ever since, have lived among them in
perfect security. The first settlers of northwestern Iowa and upper Nebraska found them
friends. Why the change, as we are showering upon them the gifts of a munificent treaty?
But there is one cl.ause, and a most important one, in their treaty, to which I wish to call
your attention. I refer to the fourth section of article 4 of the treaty of April 19, 1858,
which provirles for the education of the savage. I had hardly come into the 'rerritory
when there was developed a marked difference of opinion and sympathy between myself
and most of the other officials upon our Indian relations. I saw that no attempt had been
made by Mr. Burleigh's predecessor to execute the above section, and believing it to be
the only provision of any value to the Indian, I expressed a strong desire to see the work
DEAR SIR:
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of civilizC~.tion begin. I did not doub~ but in this I should have th e !"ympathy of Mr. Burleigh and his superintendent, the governor, and fully arpreci a ted the difficulties of the
e nterprise. But I soon found .tbat there was no design to do anything in thi" direction,
though I will do Mr. Burleigh the justice to say that he disclaimed any resp rmsillility himself;
that he threw the blame partly upon his predecessor who bad usr-·d up the fund for building a school·house, partly upon the Almighty, who had dt·creed the extinction of the Indian race, and partly upon the Indian bureau, which would not p •!rmit him to try any vain
experiments upon them . The subject not being within my official duties. I could do nothing, but I could not, without deep emotion, view tbjs fine band, comparatively flourishing,
till in an evil day they were wheeled into making a treaty. g .. ing the downward road of
all treaty-making Indians. For the general fund of the tribe I care little. If faithfully
used to fe<' d and clothe, it would be little better than a curse, and it had better be tb rown
;nto the Missouri than used to stimulate indolence or become an endless source of fraud
and strife.
"4th. To expend t en thousand dollars to build a school-house or school-house:>, and to ·
establish and maintain one or more normal schools (so far as said sum will go) for the education, training of said Indians in letters, agriculture, the mechaoic arts and housewifery, which school or schools :::hall be managed ancl conducted in such manner as the
Secretary of the Interior shall direct ; the said Indians hereby stipnlating to k ee p constantly there:1t, during at least nine months in the year, all their children between the
ages of seven and eighteen years; and if any of the parents, or others having the care of
children, shall refuse or neglect to send them to school, such p<trts of their annuities as
the Secretary of the Interior may direct shall be withheld from them, and may be applied
as he may deem just and proper; and such further sum, in addition to mid ttm thousand
dollars, as shall be de emed neces~ary and proper by the Pre:-;iden t of the United States, •
shall be reserved and taken from their said annuities, and applied annually, during the
· pleasure of the President, to the support of said schools, and to furnish said Indians with
assistance and aid and instruction in agriculture and mechanical pur:mits, including the
working of the mills, hereafter mentioned, as the Secretary of the Interior may consider
necessary and advantageous for said Indian>; and all instruction in re':l.ding shall be in the
English language. And the said Indians hereby stipulate to furnish from among themthemselves the number of young men that may be required as apprentices or assistants in
the mills and mechanics' shops, and at least three persons to work con::;tantly with each
white laborer employed for them in agriculture and mechanical pursuits, it being understood that such white laborers and assistants as may be so employed are thus employecl
more for the instruction of said Indians than merely to work for th eir benefit; and that
the laborers so to be furnished by the Tndians may be allowed a fair and just compensation
for their service ..;, to be fixed by the Secretary of the Interior, and to be paid out of the
shares of annuity of such Indians as are able to work but refuse or neglect to do so. And
whenever the Pre~ident of the United States shall be s1ttisfied of a failure on the part of
s<tid Indian::; to fulfil the aforesaid stipulations, he may, at h:s discretion, discontinue the
allowance and expenditure of the sums so provided and set apart for said school or schools,
and assistance and instruction.''
I know not how the well-known desires of Strike the Ree, Mad Bull, and the othe.r
more intelligent Indians could have been more clearly expressed than by this sedion. Its
subj~ct-matter was their chief inducement to make the treaty.
They are wise and good
men, black though they be, and well know that in the constant encroachments of the white
man their long existence dependS' upon their becoming civilized, and their influence has
always been in the directian of industry and the white man's wisdom. For the benefits
of this section principally they gave up the be~t part of their country, and often and bitterly do they complain that their Great Father has forgotten his promises. You are aware
as well as I that this section of the treaty has been wh0lly disregarded. When I left the
Territory last year, not a single Yankton had been taught the English language or any
habits of industry whatever. No serious attempt had been made in that direction. More
than seven yeat:s of the first ten, dudng which they were to receive their largest annuities.
have alrel'tdy passed. Over four hundred and fifty thousand dollars in all h LVC been paid
over for thi!:" tlibe, and what is there to show for it? Certainlv the ten thousand dollars
and the additional sums provided in this section have been squan.dered or misappropriated.
I hnpe, my dear sir, you will call the attention of Congress and the country to this
treaty and this 'its so gross violation. It ca.nnot be that the heart of our people is dead;
that we have lo.:;t all faith; that they will tolerate so gro,s a wrong, even though committed upon only a band of savages. To do right in thb thiog involves no expense, but may
save many millions It is only to place the education fund of the Indians in the hands of
some independent religious bady or board, who can have no interests but in favor of the
Indian and require the agents to act in harmony with them. The schoe>ls should not be,
they cannot be, under the management of the agent. Let him be the best of men, and he
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can give them no adequate attention. I know of no existing competent educating agency
except the missionary societies or boards, and if the money were placed in their hands the
treaty, at least, might be observed, and as much good done the Indian a:; the present miserable Indian system will permit.
But perhaps Indian elevation i:> no part of the .American iQ.ea Perhaps our people as
well as their government will the degradation and final extinction of the race. If so, the
means employed are entirely adequate. You know as well as I, that the Yanktons have
been sinking lower and lower ever since they were gathered upon their reserve. And this
is not owirrg ~o ,the progress of white settlements; there are none near, and no white man
comes among the tribe not brought there by the agent. The intercourse law:; are well observed; and yet, while everything seems to be brought to bear to sink the savage, there
is nothing whatever to elevate him. There was no Sabbath, no worship, no lecture, no
school, no regular industry, nothing whatever to check the downward drag, while the
dance, with its brutalizing and crime-exciting harangues, was encouraged and often purchased for the entertainment of visitors, and the traffic in their young women was greatly
stimulated by the white men and soldiers brought to their village . 'Ihe very largesses of
government, which should lJe only used for the advancement of industry and knowledge,
are l.mt bounties to indolence as wdl as the source of jealousies and strife. This "wiping
out'' a race may be sport to ·us, at least to such of us as may figure in the Department of the
Iuterior, but it is no sport to the frontier settler or the peaceful traveller across the plains.
Neither is it sport to those excellent old chiefs who are doomed to see their people sink
away into the earth, crowded out of sight by the very means they had employed to give
them a firm tread.
Strike the Bee is bowed to the earth, as well with age as sorrow for hi,; people. He had
regarded this treaty provision for their elevation as the crowning act of a life devuted to
their welfare. How great is his disappointment every speech shows. In June, 1863, the
old man opened a council by deEclibing his interview with the Great Father in Washington, at the time they gave up their country. He set fotth some of the things he promised
them, of which the most prominent was the edncation of their young men and women.
He st-:tted that they were very careful to write all things down upon paper, and that he
and the Great Father each hept a Ct'PY of the writing. But he perceived that the Great
Father had long ago lost his copy of the writing and forgotten all there was in it ; but he
had kept his copy very careful and well remembered what it said, and he would inform
the agent, that he might do as the Great Father bad promised, &c., &c. This was the
council in which the agent and Strike the Ree harl their long controversy about the inventory of the goods that were sent them, the chief insisting that the paper should be shown
him, to be submitted to a friendly half-breed for comparison with the goods delivered, and
the a'lent steadily refusing to grant his request. I was not prese nt at the opening of the
council, and was informed by others of this opening spt:ech. Many times have Ihear,l of
the utterance of the same complaint, and with all the eloquence and sometimes bitterness
of a paternal head of a wronged people. Only a day or two since I noticed in the Missouri
Democrat a report of a council held by General Curtis at Fort Randall, in which is given
part of the speech of Strike the Ree. It is well reported, with the single exception that
• · grandfather" is not, but " Great Father" is, the Indian name for the President. rrhe rich
fuJl voice, the slow, emphatic utterance and earnest manner of the old chief is alone wanting to give it its proper force. ~ays the reporter :
Pa-la ne-opa·pe, (The Man that was struck by the '{lee,) chief of the Yankton Sioux,
replied in substance as follows: "Friends, my people are fiienclly to the white man.
Our grandfather promised us (referring to the treaty of 1858) money, a school-house and
lJlaclu:mith shop. I have seen neither, but I believe that it is no fault of our grandfather ;
he bas done all in his power to keep his promise. I believe our money is being kept for us,
and ~hen it is paid we shall receive the interest with it; you should pay it. My young
men, squaws and children are starving ; the black spots you see on the hills before you arc
the gtaves of many of my people. When we receive anything from the white man it is
given as you would throw it to a hog. The Indian stands as upon a !mow-bank; the sun
of prosperity ·shines brightly for others, lJnt it is gradually melting away his support, and
by and by all will be gone. Our grandfather at Washington promised that we should lJe
raised up, but his young men put their feet on us and keep us down ; that is the way the
w bite man treats us.''
To those who have been familiar with our intercourse with the Yanktons every J.ine is a
volume, and in proof of the truth of this eloquent complaint, I need only cite our gross
breach of the provisions of the before cited section of the treaty. That clause is the only
one possessing any value whatever to the Indian. Carried out in its spirit, with some essential changes in our Indian policy, it would gradually make the tribe a ~>elf-supporting,
orderly community. As it ill, he is simply going to destruction, where, I fear, our people
and thtir gowrnment desire to send him. But to my mind our whole Indian policy, as
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tending to the civilization of the Indian, seems as stupid as its execution i» rotten. If
honestly executed it might preserve peace upon the border and save our hearthstones from
the horrors of Minnesota; but to civilize, it can hardly be supposed to have been intended.
The essentials of civilized societ.y are laws and institutions, which imply, 1st. The magistracy or public force for protection and restraint. 2d. Homes and family and security in
their enjoyment. 3d. Property, ancl. stimulus to ita acquirement. 4th. Knowledge, with
its inducements and opportunities. 5th. Religion, and its subordination to t.he moral sentiments. 6th. Industry, as the basis of everything.
Civilization will not tolerate the absence of either, and yet, in our blind if not hypocritical easays in that direction, we igoore every one. \Ve flatter the Indian by so far respecting his independence, and so far only, as to leave him without law. Savage and lawless
society are synonyms. To impose laws and provide for their execution would involve
care and responsibility, a change in our system, a very different and less expensive adminish·ation. But conquest can in no other way be compmsated or even excmcd Home
atoned fJr her tyranny by her laws, and Spain might teJch us a lesson that should humble
us. The Indian has no law; it is his chief characteristic. The chief:;; are leaders in war,
and their very slight power in peace is greatly diminished by their treaty relations with
us. The Indian has no home. He may squat for a time and raise a crop or two, but acquires no title to anything but the crop. He knows nothing of property in land, and we
are very careful that he shall never leam it The numerous instances I have heard of,
whertJ, under the influences of missionarie::; and other friendly white men, half civilized
and friendly Sioux and Winnebagoes have created homes with the hope of holding them
for themselves and children, and when they have been driven from them by our own government, must thoroughly satisfy the Indian that, so far as we can prevent it, he shall
never in this regltrd be less a savage than now. One of the hardest things to teach him
is to value his own property or respect that of another. The instinct of property is as
clear in him as in the rest of the human race, but his habits and notions reoder respectable accumulations impossible. Our policy of denying him a permanent home does not
greatly tend to overcome those habits. In regard to the education of the s::tvage, to giving
him knowledge, industry and religion, I have shown our gross disregard of our contract
in relation to one tribe. History records no grosser breach of faith. Ex uno disce omnes.
The missionaries are the Indians best friends, and have done all yet done for them. Yet
many of them seem strangely destitute of common sense. A theological semi.:::Jary is not
the best of schools for an Indictn tutor. 'Tis no wonder the great Or. Edmonds became
weary of his Indian congregation in old Berkshire. His subtle metaphysics were worse
than thrown away, and hia rigid ol,servances must have made the savage long for the
woods. Not long since P. good mil"sionary, not far from the Missouri, became anxious his
people should observe the 8abbath. He told them that if they worked or hunted on Sunclay God \vould be angry with them, that the crops 'would not grow and they would get
no game. One of the chiefs, whose fclitb was not the firmest, resolved to test the matter.
So he planted his corn on Sunday and gave it extra culture, being careful to do all his
work on the Sabbath. The experiment was watched with interest by the tribe, and the
chief had an unusually fine crop. All the people pronounced the missionary a liar, and
the chief took an additional wife. A visiting preacher afterwards talked to the same people upon the same subject, and told them how the Lord made all things in six days and
rested on the seventh. They listened respectfully, but the story, not at all epiritualized
by the interpreter, was the next clay made sport of in the village. They thought the
white man's God could not be so powerful as represented, or a week's work would not have
made him so tired. I refer to this not to disparage the work of the missionaries, the Indian would be poor indeed without them, but to account in p:u t for their ill success.
I have thue indicated some of my views. I can now readily understand what was so
mysterious to me once, the Indian problem; how the Delawares, for instance, who have
been steadily pushed back ever since their first treaty with Penn, should be dwindled in
numbers 1md still but half civilized. An agent for this tribe once cited me their slow
progress as a demonstration of the Indians' incapacity. But to suppose that a wild people, who meet civilization on its meanest side, v>ithont laws, without ambition, except
that which makes him more a savage, with no rational stimulus to industry, driven from
D,1u to Beersheba with no possibility of permanent horne or property, subjugated, but in~;tead of being subjected to the conqueror's laws, pushed off beyond their reach, will readily
adopt the manners and ideas of the conquerer, would be to suppose a miracle.
Many, perhaps a ruajority in Congress, would prefer honesty and good faith in an Indian administration, but I have little hope in your action. There are too many hungry
politicians to feed, there is too profound an ignorance in your llody, and there is too great
an indifference among the people. Upon the subject of Indian rights we arc as thoroughly
corrupt as in reference to those of the ~;;lave, until driven to consider them in order to save
ourselves. I sometimes think we are without a moral sense, without any practical regard
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to what is just nnd right. It would seem that '>'Ve had been smitten enough to begin
to consid r, but poriwps not. We may have to spend a few more hundred millions
to suppn-ss Indian hostilities, enough perhaps to break down our already strained credit,
before we begin to inquire why we and not our neighbors are ever involved in Indian war.
I am, very ro~pectfully, your obedient servant,
P. BLISS.
Hon. A. W. HunnARD.

Charles E. Hedges, being examined, makes the following statement:
First queetion. Where do you now reside, and where have you resided the past three
ye:us, and what has been yonr business?
Fitst answer. Rince March 9, 1862, have resided at the Yankton Indian agency, and have
been the licensed trader there during that time.
Second question. Do you know how the mess-house at thftt n.gency has been carried on
during the past three ye,us, and whether the provisions were taken from the Indian goods?
Secund answer During the year 1862, and until about July, 1863, S. B. Shroder and
wife were hired by Doctor Burleigh to take charge of it, and at the same time Shroder
worked at anything that needed to be done about the agency, such as choring, ploughing,
hauling, &c 'Ihe provisions were mostly purchased at St. Louis by Doctor Burleigh. He
used to purchn,se his family supplies and provisions for the mess-house at St. Louis. I do
not know that any provisions were furnished the mess-house out of the Indian goods. After Shroder left. Foster T. Wheeler had charge of it, and I think continuid in charge of it
until about .June, 1864, and it was managed aLout the way as when Shrorler had charge of
it. Wheeler himself done the cooking whi]tl he managed it, and also done some cooking
while Shroder managed it . After Wheeler left, Jad'6·b Rufner and wife had the management
of the mess-house on their own account. They sometimes purchased supplies of me for the
mess house .
. Third question. Can you explain why it is that Shroder, Wheeler, and Rufner, and others
who were paid as laborers upon the agency, gave vouchers and received pay for boarding
bands at the me~s-house? and if so, please explain.
Third answer. Sometimes hands employed by the agent to work on the agency were paid
so much per quarter and their board, and were boarded at the mess-house, and in order to
cover the price of the board, whoever happened to be in charge of the mess-house gave
vouchers for their board.
Fourth question. PleaEe !'>tate whether any of the supplies purchased of you for the Indians, such as bacon, beef, sugar, coffee, &c., were used in the mess-house.
Fourth answer. Not that I know of. Most of the goods purchased of m_e for the Indiam
were issued dirfctly to the Indians from my store.
Fifth question. Who received the profits arising from the mes3-house?
Fifth answer. It was always represented to me that there were no profits but a continual
loss.
Sixth question. Where did you board, and whom did you pay for your board?
Sixth answer. I boarded at the mess-house. Up to the time Jacob Rwfner took charge
of the me~s-house I bad my board for making out Doctor Burleigh's quarterly accounts.
After that I paid Jacob Rufner for my board.
Seventh question. State whether you sold large quantities of goods and provisions to
Burleigh, the agent; and state whether large profits were made on your sales to him, and
whether Burleigh shared such profits with you.
Seventh answer I did sell Agent Burleigh large quantities of st1pplies . Sometimes I
made large profits and sometimes I did not, but on the average I made fair profits. Doctor Burleigh had no interest in my profits, directly or indirectly. I never shared the profits
with him. I sold goods to Burleigh at the same price that I sold to others-at the market
price.
Eighth question. What do you know about Elias Wall, F. Cannon, F. D. Pease, W. A.
Dempsey, John W. OwenR, and W. A. Burleigh being allowed large amounts for property
destroyed or stolen by the I~!.dians ? and also state particulars in relation to the allowance
of $400 for horses stolen by the Yankton Indians from you.
Eighth answer. Colonel Falk undertook the collection of Wall, Pease, Cannon, and DempHey'R claims, and collected the testimony, which testimony WRS forwarded by Doctor Burleigh to the Commissioner of Indhn Affairs, who ordereq the claims paid, and directed how
it ~:;hould be done. I made ont the vouchers for the claims as ordered to be paid by the
Commissioner My claim, and the claim of W. A Burleigh and John W. Owens, and the
testimony in support of each claim, were submitted by Doctor Burleigh to the Commissioner
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of Indian Affairs, and by the latter ordered to be paid I made out the vouchers in accordance with the claims that they bad been sworn to and which had been ordered paid.
All I know about the claims is what is contained in the testimony offered in support of them.
I know nothing personally about it. As to my own jlorses, they were stolen from a farm
about thirty-five miles below the Yankton agency. 1 was not at the farm at the time they
were stolen, but I procured the testimony of witne:5ses who were there at the time as to
their being stolen by the Indians, and that evidence was submitted by Doctor Burleigh to
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and it was ordered paid by the Commissioner The
horses were worth the four hundred dollars. I was offered that for them. I reeei ved the
four huudred dollars, paying no part thereof to either Doctor Burleigh, the Commis:;ioner
of Indian Affairs, or any other parties .
Ninth question. Had Agent Burleigh any interest with you in your store at the Yankton
agency, or the profits thereof?
Ninth answer. On the 9th of March, 1862, I purchased the stock of goods at the Yankton
agency of A. J. Faulk, for which I paid him $6,000, and Doctor Burleigh and Faulk both
stated t0 me that Doctor Burleigh had no interest in the store and goods whatever. I conducted the business on my own account.
•
Tenth question. What do you know about a soldier being employed in the blacksmith
shop in the winter of 1864 and lg65, and how paid?
Tenth answer. I know that 'fimothy Prindle worked in the shop at that time while
Thompson, the regular blacksmith, was east, and he was paid the same as any other black!ftnith.
Eleventh question. State what, if anything, you know about Burleigh selling the Indian goods to traders and others; and if to any one, state to whom, and when, and the quan._ tity.
Eleventh answer. I never knew of his doing anything of the kind.
Twelfth question. Did Burleigh ever sell or put into your store Indian goods to be sold?
Twelfth answer. In a few instances he exchanged dry goods (in small quantities) for
provisions which they needed more than the dry goods; and when Doctor Burleigh stated
that he had no provisions fol" the Indians and no money to buy provisions, such exchanges
were made just as I would make exchangm; with any other parties.
Thirteenth question. State by what authority you cut hay on the reservation and sold
to the United States.
Thirteenth answer. I have at all times when I have cut hay on the agency obtained
permission from the agent, and always cut on ground that was never used or required for
the agency or the Indians, and I always have paid them one dollar per ton for ali that I
cut. The money I paid to the agent, and he paid it to the chiefs. I bought the grass standing and cut it at my own expense. If I had not cut it it would have been burned off.
Fourteenth question. State how long you resided at the Yankton agency, and what you
know about schools being kept for the Indian children.
Fourteenth answer. I first went to the Yanltton agency, Dakota Territory, in the Rpring
of 1862, and remained there most of my time up to the close of Agent Burleigh's term of
office as agent for the Yankton Sioux Indians. I am and have been familiar with the management of the affair;; of that agency. In reference to the schools which have been in operation there, I lmow that Agent Burleigh employed two female teachers at the agency from
time to time. That at one time he purchased some three hundred dolhm' worth o~ different
kinds of prints, linseys, flannels, needles, thread, &c., for the purpose of having the Indian
girls instructed in sewing and learning them to make their own clothing, &c. Also, that
had the Indian children been disposed to attend school, they could have done so . The
difficulty in teaching or keepi.ng school at the Yankton agency is to induce Indian children
to attend the school. They will not s11bmit to the necessary confinement and have no application, and their parents have always discouraged them from doing so. 'Ihe Indians
generally expressed themselves satisfied with Agent Burleigh's management of afLI.irs with
the exception of individual cases.
CHARLES E. HEDGES.

Pay-roll qf employes.

~

c.o

We, the undersigned, employ~s of the Yankton Indian agency, acknowledge to have received from W. A. Burleigh, United States Yankton agent,
the sums set opposite our respective names, in full of our services for the fourth quarter of 1864, ending with the 31st day of December, 1864.

No.

1

2
3
4:

5
6

7

Names.

!

Employment.

Commenced Quarterly Annual
service.
pay.
pay.

Date of 'l'otal paid.
discharge.

~ohn
H. Burleigh .••. I Farmer and physician •. Oct. 1, 1864 $200 00
Timothy Prindle..... Blacksmith •. __ • __ • ___ .••. do ..•••. 215 00

00 Dec. 31
00 ---·do .••.
00 ---------·
00 _••. do._ •.
Jer'h Protean _______ Laborer • __ .•.. _..• _•. .•.. do .••••. •:;40 00 _______ ..
$800
860
John Mechling __ •. _. Tin and coppersmith ..• --~-do •••••. 215 00 860
____
do.
___
._
Prescott Follansbee .. Carpenter .••• _ ........
215 00 860

~--------·

T. B. Burleigh ...... ..... do __________ ------ __ .. do. ___ •. 1:'40 00
John Ponca ..... ---- 1----do •••• ------------ .•.. do .••••.

~-40

00

------- .. ---------·
-------- ·-··----...

$200
215
215
215

00
00
00
00

John H. Burleigh .
1'. H. Prinrlle .
John Mechling.
P. Follan&bee.
Jer'h X Protean ••. Chas. E. Hedges.
mark.

120 00

T. B. Burleigh.

120 00

>~
~

his

1,205 00

I

Witness.

hi s

120 00

----·'

Signatures.

0

John X Ponca . .... Cbas. E. Hedges.
mark.

trj

z

tj
H

I

~

*Per month.

I certify, on honor, that the atove

acc~un"!:

is correct and just, and that I have actually, this 31st day of December, 1864, paid the amount thereof.
W. A. BURLEIGH, Unit(d States Yankton Agent.

...
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ExECUTIVE OFFICE,

Yanlcton, D. 'l'., !Jlay 19, 1865.

SIR: In compliance with instructions contained in a letter of the honorable Commissioner

o f Indian Affairs, under date of March 24, l ast. copy of extract of which is as follows, viz:
" and give him (you) the nece~sary instructions in regard to the duties of his office," &c.,
I have the honor, herewith, to present you with such ii1>1tructions as are deemed necessary
f1lr your guidance at the presen t time, reserving the right to alter or change them from
time to time, as th e exigencies of the case may require, or the interest of the government
or Indians may seem to indicate.
1. You will obtain from Major Burleigh as thorou gh a knowledge of the condition and
management at the agency, and disposition and habits of the Indians under your charge,
as possible.
2 . You will h old all employes to strict accountability as to the employment of their
time, and the work accomplished by them, and keep a full and accurate account of the
time of each, and see that no persons are needlessly employed, but only sue~ as are absolutely necessary to carry on the current business of the agency.
3. In all cases when possible to do s:>, you will encourage the employment of In,d ians in
agricultural pursuits, allowing them in each case a reasonable compensation therefor in proportion to the amount of time they arc thus employed, their usefulness, &c., calling ten
hours a day's work.
4:. You will, upon perfecting the reorganization at the agency under your charge, r eport
to this office the names of a.ll persons employed by you, in what capacity, their compensation, and the time of their entering upon the discharge of their duties ; also such changes
in your working force, from time to time, as you inay see fit to make.
5. Leave of absence will not be granted to employes, except for the most urgent and
satisfactory reasons, and in all such cases deductions of salary will be made for such absence.
6. Yon will not allow diwrderly or dissolute persons to stay at the agency, as it is deemed
far better to send such persons away at once, than to allow them to stay only to create
dissensions aud trouble among the Indians.
7. You will permit no intoxicating liquor to be brought, kept, sold, or given away on
the reservation. It will be your duty, and ) ou are clothed with ample authority, to destroy all such liquor at once
8. You will advise fully with this office at all times on the subject of the current business at the agency, and make requisitions for such ftmds as you deem necessary to carry on
the business, giving reasons or stating the necessit,y for such application.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NEWTON EDUUNDS,
Governor and ex officio Supt. Indian Affairs.
Major P. H . CoNGER,
ll. S. Indian Agent, Yankton Agency.

DAKOTA TERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Yankton, JJ[ay 2, 1865.
Sm.: Since writing you on the 17th ultimo on the subject of seeds for the Yankton Indians, I have visited that agency, and found that no preparation had been made towards
preparing the grounrl on that reservation for spring crops . I was there ten days ago ;
went up with Agent Burleigh, who had just returnecl from Washington.
I requested Dr. Burleigh at onca to set some teams at work ploughing the ground and
preparing it for the [udians to crop.
I found no teams at thP. a~ency in condition for busine.3s ; indeed, the Indians (with the
flxception of their head chief) have no team3 fit for work. Under these circumstances, I
requested Doctor Burleigh to put his own teams at work for them until some other arrangement could be made, wllich I suppose he has done.
The past winter has been very sen~re when the Yanktons were on their winter hunt, and the
result is, they lost (as I am credibly informed) one hundred and sixty-five head of horses
.and several yokes of oxen. In consequence of this loss I deem it absolutely necessary that
some purchases of working oxeu should be at once made for them.
Agent Conger seems powerless under these circumstances to place affairs at that agency in
a condition satisfactory to the Indians, or even himself, and must of necessity find himself
embarrassed until relieved by a remittance of funds to cover his current expenditures,
which must be quite heavy for tbe next month or two. 'l'he Indians, also, have very little upon which to subsist while their crops are growing.
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I brg leave, therefore, to request that a. remitta.uce be made t :) the undersigned to relievehim from present emhrnrassment, and enable him to transact the current business of the
agr ncy for the next three months; and I cannot t'ee bow he can get along short of twelve
or fifte en thousand dollars, to be used in the purchaRe of provisions for the Indians, teams ,
(oxen ,) beef, corn, and payment of emplo) es, say, for the next three months.
I would at the same time feel grei-ltly obliged for such suggestions as may occur to you
in relation to the expenditure of tbe funds ask ed for.
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
NEWTON EDMUNDS,
Governor and ex officw Supt Indian A ffairs.
Hon W111. P. Dor,E,
Commissioner Indian A.ffuirs, Washington, D. C.

YANKTON

Sroux

AGEKCY, DAKOTA TERRITORY,

Greenwood, July 15, 1865.
SIR: In compliance w;th your instructions under date of July 11, 18ti5, to make a full
report of the condition of my ag-enuy at the time I entered upon the duties of my office,
I have the honor to report : That I arri \·ed h e1e on the first uf May, and fou nd Mr. Burleigh (the late agent) awaiting my arrival and r!:'ady to surrencler to me, as his successor,
the charge of the Indians, which be did on the day of my arrival. · Some daJS, however,
elapsed before he delivered to me tbe papers, &c., belonging to the office, he requiring
some time to arrange and close his accounts.
I regret, sir, tlHtt I am compelled to state that I found the condition of things not very
satisfactory. The buildings are miserable, and. in a dilapidated condition, the fences badly
out of repair, and little or no prepatation made to rai~e a crop the coming season. I found
no teams, (except · one span of old and very small mul•s, which were worthleBs,) and n(}
cattle or stock of any kind that belonged to the agency; and in the various mechanical
·Bhops belonging to tne agency the same condition of things existed; the tools that bad belonged to the sume, the most of them, h ad been broken or lost, so that, sir, I found myself
in rather a poor condition to comm ence operations.
However, I set to work, hired se> me ploughing d one, (by paying what seemed to me an
enormous price,) and succeeded in getting some two hundred acres of corn planted in tolerable season ; but most of the seed proved bad, and we bad to replant; so, with bad seed
and the grasshopper:; together, we h a ve succeeded in raising only a few scattering acres of
tolerable corn; I should juclge in all from twenty to twenty-five acres.
I find the Indians docile and friendly, but from wh-\t observations I have made, my
opinion is that they are the most indolent and improvident race of people on the earth;
indeed, it is counted a disgrace with them to labor, and none of them. seldom do, except
the squaws or a few of the old men. Tbe young men Bpend their time (when not put on
a hunt) in lounging about in the most comfortable places they can find, telling stories and
smoking their pipes, and without one day's provi~ions for themselves and families in advance. They are as happy and as contented as fords, provided always they have for the
present their own bellies filled.
As to schools for the Indians, I tind none in operation, and I am assured by them that
there never has been any school organized or kept for them on this reservation. There is
no building here for that purpose. and none that is in any way suitable, or that could be
spared, for that use; and, sir, while upon this subject, I beg leave to call your attention,
and alw the attention of the department at Washington. to article four and section four of
the treaty between the United ~tates and the Yankton tribe of ~ioux or Dacotah Indians,
in which the United States stipulate and agrt>e to expend the sum of ten thousand dollars,
(over fmd beside tbe regular annuities,) in erecting a suitable building or building& toestablish and maintain one or more normal IaLor Echools for the instruction and benefit of
the said Indians.
The head chief of this nation and·one of the parties to the treaty has repeatedly comp1ained to me since my arrival, and says his Great Father has not kept his word with
him, for he promised him when he signed the treat.y and sold his lands to the United
States, that be should have a school-bouBe, and teacbe1s to Jearn his children to read
and write and to do all kinds of business like the white man. I would suggest that the
praent is a most auspicious time to commence in this matter, and with your permission I
will ask leave to submit a plan and estimate (at an early day) for a school-house to be built
next summer.
I am requested also to report the number of missiomi.ries or religious instructors among
these Inoians. .As with the Echools, I have to rep01 t, none; and I understand that there
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never has been any that made a permanent stay among them. I have bad conversation
with a uumber of the chiefs and headmen on the subject, and they all express a desire to
have a priest come and live with them. They are strongly prejudiced in favor of the
Catholic religion, and I think it very doubtful whether they would coment to receive any
other ; I am certain a good Catholic would be capable of exercising more influence over them
tban any other could hope to do for a long time. I have promised the chiefs that I will
ask Bishop Smythe, of Dubuque, to send them a priest.
I am also invited to make any suggestion I may deem proper in reference to the· government and management of the Indians, with a view to their advancement in the arts of
civilization. My brief experience hardly qualifies me to offer advice ; yet were I to do
so)t would be, to strictly observe all treaty obligations, and teach by example, as well as.
precept, that it is the desire of the government to benefit and not to oppress the Indians.
I am of the opinion that the present Indian system, if properly administered, is as· good as
can be devised ; at least, the Indians say that, let their agent be as bad as be may, they
would still prefer him to the military.
It is not possible for me at this time to furnish you with the census of the tribe, as nearly
all of them are now on the plains hunting buffalo, and will not return to the reservation
before about the first of October, when I expect the most of them will be present to receive
their fall supplies ; when l propof:le to make an accurate enumeration, as required in your
instructions.
Trusting, sir, that you may receive this hasty and imperfect report, and excuse me for
this time , I have the honor to subscribe myself,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. H. CONGER, United States Yankton Ageni.
\
Hon. NEWTON EmwNns,
Governor and ex officio Supt. Indian Affairs.
DAKOTA rrERRITORY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

Yankton, August 7, 1865.
Sm: I have the honor to enclose, herewith, Si el ial report of P. H. Conger, esq., United
States Indian agent of the Yankton Sioux Indians, together with his letter of transmittal·
to this office. It has been a subject of much regret that greater effort was not made to get.
into the ground a much larger crop for these Indians, as the season has been most auspicious,
for corn especially. Their . neighbors, the Poncas, (only ten miles distant,) will, I think,
have from six to eight thousand bushels of corn, Stlveral hundred bushels potatoes, and a
large quantity of squashes, pumpkins, turnips, &,J.
The Yankton agency never having been under my <:barge until Major Conger's appointment, I felt great delicacy in urging upon their former agent the necessity of prompt and
vigorous action in farming operations, by way of m~.king ample provision for the
subsistence of this tribe the coming season. I however requested him to make every effort.
to prepare the land undm: cultivation for cropping, and he told me he would do so ; and I
supposed the work wa.s going on until after Major Conger's arrival, who informed me that.
no ground had yet been prepared.
I cannot fully agree with Major Congtli' in reference to all these Indians. Some of them
are willing and ready to work, and with proper encouragement the number may, in my
opinion, be vastly increaseJ, greatly to the advantage of individuals, and the general welfare of the whole, as a nation. With this object in view, I instructed Major Conger on
entering upon his duties, to encourage the employment of Indians in agricultural pursuits, allowing them compensation therefor, &c.; indeed, this has been done at other agencies with marked results favorable to a continuance of the policy.
Whether this course has been pursued by him or not I am unable to state, as he has not
as yet seen fit to report the names of his employes to this office. I trust, however, that.
every· effort will be made to advance not only these, but all Indians who are settled upon
reservations, in agricultural and mecha"Q.ical pursuits, with the view of placing them, at no
distant day, in a condition to support themselves.
The chiefs profess, in my interviews with them, to desire this, and I doubt not, if met with
a proper spirit on the part of agents, it will·prove most advantageous to the various tribes.
In adopting this policy of encouraging Indians to work, I find more or less opposition ta.
encounter, as it is thought to prejudice the interests of some white persons who might
otherwise find employment at the various agencies; but if the plan meets your approval.
I shall continue it, hoping that good may be the result.
I am, sir, very re~pectfully, your obedient servant,
NEWTON EDMUNDS,
Governor and ex o_fficio Supt. Indian Affam;

Hon. D. N. CooLEY,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D. C.
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[Yfuster-roll omitted.]
UsrrEn.'s LANDnw, June 8, 1863.
I do hereby certify that the Winnebago Indians included in the foregoing muster -roll
were st,arted from their tale reservation on the 6th day of May, 1863 ; that. they were ac,companied thence to their re3ervation near Fort Randall, on the Mi,.:souri river, by me;
ancl that they were provided with ·~:mfficient food of a good quality, and otherwise suitftbly
<Cared for by the contrJctors while en rattle.
J. H CLEVELAND,
Special Agent to accompany Winnebagoes.

.

UsHER's LANDING, June 8, 1863.
I certify, on honor, thllt the foregoing muster-roll of first party of Winnebago Indians
:removed by P. Chouteau, jr ., & Co., under their contract dated St Louis, Missouri,
April 16, 1863, is correct, and that the said Indians were delivered to me on their reservation near Fort Randall, on the Missouri river, on the 8th day of June, 1863; that they
were accompanied by-- Cleveland, special agent, and twenty-one United States soldiers,
and that the above-named contractors are entitled to compemation, for transporting and
~subsisting - - hundred - - Indians, and for transporting twenty-one soldiers, as stipulated in contraCt above referred to.
CLARK W. THOMPSON,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.

UsHER's LANDING, June 8, 1863.
I do hereby certify that the Winnebago Indians included in the foregoing muster-roll were
-started from their late reservation on the 8th day of May, 1863 ; that they were accompanied thence to their reservation near Fort Randall, on the Missouri river, by me; and that
they were provided with sufficient food of a good quality, and otherwise suitably cared for
by the contractors, en rout~. I also certify, that said contractors transported, exclusive of
one hundred pounds to each Indian, nineteen thousand six hundred and seventy-one (19,671)
pounds of freight from the late reservation near Mankato to reservation near Fort Randall,
-on the Missouri river.
J. C. RAMSEY,
Special Agent to accompany 1Vinnebagoes.
UsHER's LANDING, June 8, 1863.
I certify, on honor, that the foregoing muster-roll of second p::uty of Winnebago Indians
removed by P. Chouteau, jr., & Co., under their contract dated St. Louis, Missouri, April
16, 1863, is correct, and that the said Indians and freight were delivered to me on their
1·eservation near Fort Randall, on the 1\'Iis:;:ouri river, on the 8th day of June, 1863 ;
that they were accomp:tnied by J. 0. Ramsey, special agent, and twenty United States soldiers, and that the above-named contractors are entitled to comp;msation for transporting
nineteen thousand six hundred and seventy-one (19, 671) pounde of freight and twenty United
States soldiers, and for transporting and subsisting four hundred and - - Inclb.ns, according to terms of contract above referred to.
CLARK W. TH0~1PSON,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.
[Muster-roll omitted.]
UsHER's LANDING, June 24, 1863.
I do hereby c.,ertify that the Winnebago Indians included in the foregoing muster-roll
were started from their late reservation on the 11th day of May, 1863 ; that they were ac-companied thence to their reservation near Fort Randall, on the Missouri river, by me;
and that they were furnished with sufficient food of a good quality, and otherwise suitably
<::ared for by the contractors while en route. I also certify, that said contractors transported,
exclusive of one hundred pounds to each Indian, twenty-eight thousand four hundred and
eighty (28,480) pounds of freight from the late. reservation near Mankato to present reservation near Fort RancLlll, on the Missouri river.
CHARLES K. WINNE,
Special Agent to accompany Winnebagots.
UsHER's LANDING, June 24, 1863.
I certify, on honor, that the foregoing muster-roll of third party of Winnebago Indians
removed by P. Chouteau, jr ., & Co., under their contract dated St. Louis, Missouri,
April 16, ll:i63, is correct, and that the said Indians and freight were delivered to me on
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their reservation near Fort Randall, on tfte Missouri river, on the 24th day of Juue, 1863;
that they were accompanied by C. K. Winne, special agent, one officer and thirty-nine
soldiers; and that the above-named contractors are entitled to compensation for transporting twenty-eight thousand four hundred and eighty (28,480) pounds of freight, one officer
and thirty-nine soldiers ; and for transporting and subsisting eight hundred and - Indians, according to terms of contract above referred to.
CLARK W. THOMPSON,
Superirdendent Indian Affair~.
The UNITED STATES toP. CrrouTEAu, Jr., & Co., DR.
1863.

For transportation of guard accompanying Winnebago and Sioux Indians
from St. Paul to Usher's Landing, viz: 4 commissioned officers, 135
soldiers and !laundress; 140 personsat $25---- ------ ··- ------~-

$3,500

Recdved, at Chicago, At' gust 31, 1863, of Clark W. Thompson, superinj.endent of Indian
affairs, three thousand five hundred dollars in full of this account.
$3,500.
P. CHOUTEAU, JR., & CO.
[Triplicates.]
I certify, on honor, that the above account is correct and just, and that 1 have actually,
this 31st day of August, 1863, paid the amount thereof.
CLARK W. THOMPSON,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.

The
1863.

UNITED

STATES toP. CHOUTEAU, Jr., & Co., DR.

For transporting for the Winnebago Indians extra freight from Mankato to Usher's Landing, 48,151 pounds extra freight, at $3 26---- $1,569 72
For transporting sixty-two horses from Winnebago agency to Usher's
Landing, at$15 per head .•••••• ·---------····-----··--------930 00
2,499 72

Received, at Chicago, August 31, 1863, of Clark W. Thompson, superintendent Indian
affairs, twenty-four hundred and ninety-nine and 1"o1J dollars, in full of this account.
$2,499 72.
P. CHOUTEAU, JR., & CO.
[Triplicates.]
I certify, on honor, that the above account is correct and just, and that I have actually,
this 31st day of August, 1863, paid the amount thereof.
CLARK W. THOMPSON,
Superintendent Indian Affairs.
THE
1863.

UNITED

STATES toP. CHOUTEAU, Jr., & Co., DR.

For removing and subsisting Sioux Indians as per contract dated 16th
of .April, 1863, 1,318 Sioux Indians, at $25 per head .••••.. ---- $32,950 00
771 Indians sub!<isted 26 days, at 10 cents per day .••••. -----------2,004 60
547 Inilians subsisted 25 days, at 10 cents per day •••••. ·--- ..•••. _
1,367 50
36,322 10

Received, at Chicago, August 31, 1863, of Clark W. 'rhompson, superintendent Indian
affairs, thirty-six thousand three hundred and twenty-two and -?rPo dollaril, in full of this
account.
$36,322 10.
P. CHOUTEAU, JR., & CO.
[Triplicates.]
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I certify, on honor, that the above account is~rrect and just, and that! have actually,
this 3h;t day of Augmt, 1863, paid th e amount thereof.
41
CIAHK W. THOMPSON,

• Sure:rintendent Indian Affairs.

The UNITED STATES to P CHOUTEAU, Jr., & Co., DR.
1863,

For removing and subsisting Winnebago Indians as per contract dated
16th day of April, 1863, 1,945 Winnebago Indians, at $25 per head $48,625 00
2,390 20
703 Indians subsisted 34 days, at 10 cents per day .••••.... ----__
432 Indians subsisted 32 days, at 10 cents per day---- .••. _·-·--·
1,382 40
810 Indians subsistecl45 days, at 10 cents per clay •••••. __ ---3,645 00
56,042 60

Received, at Chicago, August 31, 1863, of Clark W. Thompson, superintendent. of Indian
affairs, fifty six thousand and forty -two -fcPo dollars, in full of this account.
$56,042 60.
P. CHOUTEAU, JR., & CO.
[Triplicates.]
I certify, on honor, that the above account is c0rrect and just, and that I have actually,
this 31st day of August, 1863, paid the amount thereof.
CLARK W. THOMPSON,

Superintendent Indian Affairs.

'l'he UNITED STATES to F'. D. PEASE, DR.
1864.
Sept. 30. To my c'laim against the Yankton Sioux Indians, for depredations
committed upon my property, as per claim submitted and allowed
by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. __ ._ •..•••• ____ - '- .. ___ . $2,571 00
Received, at Yankton agency, September 30, 1864, of W. A. Burleigh, United States
Yankton agent, twenty.five hundred and seventy-one dollars, in full of the above account.
$2,571 00.
J. D. I'EASE.
[Triplicates. J
I certify, on honor, that the above account is correct and just, and that I have actually,
this 30th day of September, 1864-, paid the amount thereof.
W. A. BURLEIGH,
U. S. Yan~ton Agent:
The UNITED STATES to W. A. DEMPSEY, DR.
1864-.
Sept. 30. To my claim against the Yankton Sioux Indians for depredations
committed upon my property, as per claim submitted and allowed
by the Commissioner of Indian .Affairs ____ ••.• """"---- ____ ---·

$611 00

------

Received, at Yankton agency, September 30, 1864:, of W. A. Burleigh, United States
Yankton agent, six hundred and eleven dollars, in full of the above account.
$611 00.
W. A. DEMPSEY.
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[Triplicates.]

I certify, on honor, that the above account is correct and just, and that I have actuallyM
th is 30th day of September, 1864, paid the amount thereof.
W. A. BURLEIGH.
U. S. Yankton Agertt.

The

UNITED STATES

to

DR.

FREDERICK CAR1l£AN,

1864:.
Sept. 30. To my claim against the Yankton Sioux Indians for depredations committed upon my property, as per claim submitted and allowed by the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs_ •.•••• ____ .••••••••••••••. ·----- $550 00

----

Heccived, at Yankton agency, September 30, 1864:, of W. A. Burleigh, United States
Yankton agent, five hundred and .fifty dollars, in full of the above account.
$550.
F. CAR\1AN.
[Triplicates.]
I certify, on honor, that the above account is correct and just, and that I have actu·dly,
this 30th day of September, 1864:, paid the amount thereof.
W. A. BURLEIGH,
U. S. Yankton Agenl.

The

UNITED STATES

to JoHN W.

OWENs,

DR.

1864:.
Sept. 30. To my claim against the Yankton Sioux Indians for depreuations committed upon my property, as per claim submitted and allowed by the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs---- .............. ---- .••••.•••••• $750 00
Received, at Yankton agency, September 30, 186!, of W . .A.. Burleigh, United States
Yankton agent, seven hundred and fifty dollars, in full of the above account.
JOHN W. OWENS.
[Triplicates.]
I certify, on honor, that the ab:>Ve acc:mnt is Gorrect and just, and that I have act tully,
this 30th day of September, 186i, paid the arnount thereof.
W. A. BURLEIGH,.
U. S. Ytmkton A.gen(.

The

UNITED STATKS

to

CnMtL"ES

E.

HEDGES,

DR.

1864:.
June 10. For 11,500 pounds bacon, at 15 cents ............ ---- .••••••••••• $1,725 00
Received, at Yankton agency, June 10, 186!, of W. A. Burleigh, United States Yankton
agent, seventeen hnudred and twenty-fi,ve dollars, in full of the ahove account.
$1,725.
CHARLES E. HEDGES
[Triplicates.]
I certify, on honor, that the above acc·mnt i;; correct and just, and th:tt I have actually,
this lOth day of June, 1864, paid the amount thereof.
W. A. BURLEIGH,
U. S. Yanktcn Agent.
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The UNITED STATES to CHARLES E. HEDGEs, DR..

• 1864.
Nov. 30. For 80 yards limey, at 80 cents ................................... .
For 75 yards red flannel, at 85 cents •••• ·...................... _ ...•
For 60 yards cassimere, at $1 75 ---------------····--- .•••••••••..
For 151 boys' coats, at$6 ·----·----------------·-·····--······· ··
For 30 2~-point white Mackinac blankets, at $9 .••• _ •• _••••••••••••.
For 30 2-point white Mackinac blankets, at $8 •••••..•••.••••.•••• __
For 20 sacks flour, at $10 ........................................ .
For 500 pounds bacon, at 20 cents ................................ .

$64:
63
105
90
270
240
200
100

0,0
75
00
00
00
00
00
00

1.132 75
Received, at Yankton agency, November 30, 1864, of W. A. Burleigh, United States
Yankton agent, eleven hundred and thirty-two and -lrf'0- dollars, in full of the above account.
·
CH ARLES E. HEDGES.
[Triplicates]
I certify, on honor, that the above account is correct and just, and that I have actually,
this 30th day of November, 1864:, paid the amount thereof.
W. A. BURLEIGH,
U. S . Yankton Agent.

The UNITED STATES to D. T. HEDGEs, DR.
1864.
March 19. 400 bushels corn, at $2 ....... _............ ..... ___ ............... $800 00
200 bushels seed coru, at $2 50 .••••. ------ ...... _----... . ........ 500 eo
1,300 00
Receind, at Yankton agency, March 18, 1864, of \V. A. Burleigh, United States Yankton agent, thirteen hundred dollars, in full of the above account.
D. T. HEDGES.
[Triplicates. J
I certify, on honor, that the above account is correct and just, and that I have actu::tlly,
this 18th day of March, 1864, paid the amount thereof.
W. A. BURLEIGH,
U. S. Yank/on Ager.t.

The UNITED STATEs to ELLIS W . . W AI.L, DR.
1864.
Sept. 30. Tv my claim against the Yankton Sioux Indians for depredations
committed upon my property, as per claim submitted and allowed
by the Commissioner of Indian Aff.:tirs •••• _ .................... $1,313 75
Received, at Yankton agency, September 30, 1864, of W. A. Burleigh, United States
Yankton agent, thirteen hundred and thirteen -!l'o dullars, in full of the above account.
$1,313 75.
E. W. WALL.
[Triplicates ]
I certify, on honor, that the above account is correct and just, and that I have actually ,
this 30th day of September, 1864, p::tid the amount thereof.
W. A. BURLEIGH,
U. S. Yankton A(Jent.
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The UNITED STATES to W. A. BuRLEIGH,
1865.
April 30. For
For
For
For

DR.

1 gray horse .••••• ------···-·· .••••••••••. -----------------· $200 00'
1 gray horse •••••..••••..•••..•••••••••••. --·.·----· •••• ---- 125 00
1 roa.n horse ••••..••••••.••••••••••..••••.•••• - .••.••••••... 125 00
2 bay horses .•••..•••••.•••••.••• _•.•.••••.•••• - ••••••.••• - •• 200 00

650 00
'rhe above horses were stolen by the Yankton Indians on the 13th day of September,
1864. Ordered to be paid by Commissioner of Indian Affairs.
Received, at Yankton agency, April 30, 1865, of W. A. Burleigh, United States Yankton agent, six hundred and fifty dollarR. in full of the above account.
$650.
W. A. BURLEIGH.
[Triplicates.]
I certify. ou honor, that the above account is correct an<l jmt, and th'tt I have actually.
this 30th day of April, 1865, paid the amount thereof.
W. A. BURLEIGH,
U. S. Yankton Agent.

Charles Jftx Go~tnty, ss:
Before the subscriber, a notc1.ry public in and for said county, p ; rsonally came John W.
Owens, who, having t.een duly sworn according to law, deposeth and Faith, that be resides
-on the farm of W. A Burleigh, in Bonl10mme county, Territory aforesaid; that on the
14th day of September last three Indians of the Yanktonais bands, believed to be from the
district lodges on the James river, came to the premises aforementioned and stole away
therefrom the following property, viz:
Two gray horses, belonging to C. E. Hedges, of the value of four hundred dollars. Five·
horses helonging toW. A. Burleigh, viz: One gray h01se of the value of two hundred dollars; one grey horse of the value of one hundred and twenty-five dollars ; one roan horse
of the value of one hundred and twenty-five dollars; two bay horses of the value of two
hundred dollars.
Deponent further saith, that he knows that mid Indians belong to a band of Yanktonais
residing in the district lodges on the James river. Deponent further saith, that the abovementioned horses were of tbe actual value named, to wit, one thousand and fifty dollars, and
that none of them have been returned to said farm or to their owners to the best of hi&
knowledge or belief.
JOHN W. OWE:SS.

TERRITORY OF DAKOTA,

[sEAL

J

Sworn and subscribed at my office, in the county aforesaid, this 21st day of November, 1863.
JOHN MECHLING.

Testimony of George D. lldl.

Question. State whether you are acquainted with Major Burleigh anrl with his manner of
dealing with hil:; Indians attheYanktunagencywbile actingasagent ofsaidindians. Also,
generally, what you know about schools being kept at such agency, and the general management of the affairs of said agency.
Answer. I have acted ac; surveyor general of Dakota 'l'erritory since 1861 ; that my office
i.; locateJ at Yankton, about sixty miles below the said Yank.ton Indian agency; that I
have known Major Burleigh since the summer of 1861, and have frequently visited the said
agency ; that I once viRited said agency with Govemor Jayne, then Governor of Dakota
Territory, for the purpose of examining into the management of the said Burleigh as agent,
Govt'rnor Jayne being superintendent of Indian aff<Lirs fur that Territory at the time; that
we stayed several days and examined thoroughly into the condition of the Indians and the
management of the said Burleigh, Indian agent, and became Fatisfied that the affctirs of the
said agency were conducted with unusual discretion and judgment, under very many dif-
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ficu1ties, interposed by men who had formerly been connected with said agency. I have
been present at the payment of said Indians, know several of the chiefs personally, and ha.-ve
alway~:~, when at the said agency, been impressed with the general good order, regularity,
.and satisfaction which seemed to prevail among the Indians. These Indians, during the
administration of Dr. Burleigh and during the panic prevailing upon the frontier 'subsequent
to th.e Minnesota massacre, for a long time, have always been friendly and have acted as
protection to the settlers below from the hostile Inriians above, and the people of Dakota
are largely indebted to the said Agent Burleigh for the energy and ability he displayed in
organizing such protection and keeping his Indians quiet and friendly to the whites during
this period, notwithstanding the war then prevailing which disturb ed greatly the relations
of the government with the Indians, aud the loss of the crops upon said agency in consequence of the great drought and influx of grasshoppers and locusts which entirely destroyed
all the crops in that country for two seasons.
In regard to the existence of schools upon said agency, I would state that I conversed.
with the teachers while at the agency, who informed me the.y were teaching all who would
.attend school, and that upon one occasion I visited the school with Dr. Barrett, then act·
ing as teacher ; that the teachers expressed great regret at the indifference manifested by
the parents in regard to the education of the children. l would further state that, in my
opinion and to my knowledge, the general management of said agency by Major Burleigh
has been good, vigorous, and faithful, and that I have heard the leading Indians admit
tliis since he left the agency ; aud further Ray not.
GEORGE D. HILL.

PONCA INDIANS.

1

•

PoscA. INDIAN AGENCY, August 31, 1865 .
Iron Whip spoke as follows :
I think my Great Father sent you to see my condition. I will tell you all about it.
·w hen I first went to Washingto~ my Great Father told me I must work ; I should have
houses. I have never been able to raise anything here until this season. Last winter he
.gave us our old place where we used to be, and we like it better. This place you see is a
pretty place, but wood is scarce. In the winter it kill:; our women to get wood. We h.J.ve
no horses, and we want to go to our old place
We don't like to lose our houses here.
They are good ; but we think if we had teams we could move them. The houses here are
of no use to us. We rather be on the bank of the river, where we can fish and we can see
the boats, and our goods can come there and we can see them. Some of the boxes of goods
may be opened before we see tht;m, and if we are at our old place we can see the boxes.
Sometimes there is not calico enough to give us a yard apiece. Our Great Father gave us
a mill, but there is no one to run it and none of us have been learned to work in it, and
there is no one to learn us. I have got a blacksmith shop and carpenter's shop, but there is
no one to learn us to work and none of us have been learned. Here is this house; it is of but
little use to us. We were to have a school-house here and be learned. to read and write, but
there has been no one to teach us. We can count money pretty well, and we rather have
our annuities paid to us in money rather than in goods. If we hflve money we can buy
our own ~oods. Last year our annuities-our money-were expended in provisions. This
year we have raised a crop, and it will not he necessary to spend our annuity for provisions,
and we would like to have it in money. I think our Father spends a great deal of money to
build these houses and for workmen ; spends a great deal of money to support this country.
Father, I don't see any other way to make a living than to do as white folks do. I would
like to be white folks. I see white folks have teams, and they haul everything they want
to and do whatever they want to, and I would like to do so. This is a very good place,
but it is very much better on the Ponca bottom ; plenty of wood there; and if the agency
cannot put as much buildings there as there are h~rc, still we rather go there if they cannot put half as much . Father, there is another thing I want to speak of to you. Two men
on the Ponca bottom have claims there and two on the point, and they have been making
much money there cutting wood. Since the government has given them that land we
have offered them four hundred dollars apiece for their claims, but they want a thousand
dollars \Ve caunot give that, but we can have the balance, and those white men may stay
there on their claims ; they may stay if they can. Father, this building-it makes me fet;ll
bad ; it hurts my feelings to leave it; but if we move down on the bottom we might get
some one to protect it for us so that hostile Indians can't burn it up. Indians s ometime~
come in and kill our old people, and if we left it unprotected those Indians might come in
and destroy it. You see our field here; it is right clo3e here. Wher;. our women take the
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!'loe and go to the field the hostile Indians lay b wait and kill them right before our eyes.
Many Indians in the field, but we had no guns. They killed two this spring. But I wait
and see what my Great Father will do. He said he would protect me. Father, about ten
days ago we were hungry and wanted something to eat, and we send out our young men to
hunt and get us something to eat, and when they got out about one hundred miles the
Indians kill two of our young men right off, and they come back without anything. We
cannot go out without being killed. I went down to Washington again last winter. All
the tribes around me whip me, kill my people, and also kill whites about me. I went
down last winter. My Great Father tell me he fix me a.nd give me fifteen thousand dollars
to fix me up if the Indians kill me, and wait patiently to see what my Great Father do for
me I don't war, but take my Great Father's advice and keep peaceable. Here is my first
neighbor here. When I went down to Washington my Great Father made me shake hands
with them and be neighbors and keep peace, but they steal five of our horses ; don't know
whether they will pay or not, but I still keep peace with them as my Father told me. The
Pawnees keep peace with us. All the Indians have a bad name, doing bad, but I believe
we have not a bad name. I try to keep my young men in and keep them from going to
war and keep them peaceable. If you want to hear everything, I will tell you that my
Great Father told me last winter to keep the peace, and I have lost four people since, having
been kilied hy the hostile Indians, and have had six horses stolen by the Indians. Another
thing: you know every place where the people stay we have a trader, and we think they ha~
our interpreter to trade for them. We wish they would let our interpreter alone. As soon
as we gather up onr corn we would like to have some s9ldiers go out with us to hnnt, and
we would like to have some soldiers to protect us while we harvest the upper end of our
field of corn. All our agents have treated us well. Our present agent is a new one and
we don't know what he will do.
Hard Walker spoke as follows :
All what the chief (Whip) told you is true. I hope and wish you to assist me all you can,
when you get to Washington, about these things. When I was down there I left some things
there. I want to know what word the Great Father has sent us. What the old chir.f said
about all our Indians wanting to move to Ponca bottom is true. We want to go there. I
wish you would say something to our trader. He sells very high. It almost makes me
cry. I wish you to advise him to sell cheaper.

FoRT RANDALL, DAKOTA, September 2, 1865.
Count.?/ of Todd:
. Samuel C. Haynes, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposed as follows:
First question. What is your name, residence, and occupation?
First answer. My name is Samuel C. Haynes, and I reside at Bradford, ChickasJ.w county,
Iowa. I am assistant surgeon of the 6th regiment Iowa volunteer cavalry.
Second question. State whether, in the winter of 1863 and 1864:, you were stationed at
the Crow Creek Indian agency, Dakota Territory.
Second answer. I was.
Third question. State the m anner in which the Winnebago and Santee Indians were fed
at that agency at that time.
'l'bird answer. When I first went there rations of beef and flour were issued to them
once a week, and 1 think some few beans were issued to them, but no sugar and coffee ;
the rations were not issued in sufficient quantities to subsist them. Some time about the
middle of the winter a large vat was constructed, of cottonwood lumber, about six feet
square and six feet deep, in counexion with the steam saw·mill, with a pipe leading from
the boiler into the vat. Into the vat was thrown beef, beef heads, entrails of the beeves,
some beans, flour, and pork. I think there was put into the vat two barrels of flour each
time, which was not oftener than once in twenty-four hours. This mass was then cooked
by the steam from the boiler passing through the pipe into the vat. When that was done,
all the Indians were ordered to come there with their pails and get it. It was dipped out
to the Indians with a long-handled dipper made for the purpose. I cannot say the quantity given to each. It was of about the consistency of very thin gruel. 'fhe Indians
would pour off the thinner portion and eat that which settled at the bottom. As it was
dipped out of the vat some of the Indians would get the thinner portions and some would
get some meat. I.passed there frequently when it was cooking, and was often there when
it was being issued, and it had a very offensive odor ; it had the odor of the contents of
the entrails of the beeves. I have seen the settlings of the vat after they were through
iesuing it to the Indians, when they were cleaning it ont, and the settlings smelt like eat· ~
DAKOTA TERRITORY,
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rion-like decomposed meat. The San tees and Winnebagoes were fed from this vat; some
of the Indians refused to eat it, saying they could not eat it, it wu.de them sick The
Winnebagoes protested against such filthy cooking, and said they could not eat it ; they
told the agent that it was only fit for hogs, and they were not hogs they said. They were
fed in this way about a month. From an estimate I made from information derived from
the persons who issued the food through the winter to the Indians there, the quantity of
food issued to them per day did not exceed eight ounces per head for man, woman, and
child. The great part of the cattle slaughtered for the Indians were very poor; occasionally one would be tolerable beef; a large number of them were cattle that came through
from Mankato, Minnesota, and hauled goods, some portion of them for the agency and
some for the traders, Hawley & Hubbell; they arrived at the agency in November or December, and some of the cattle were worked at the agency before being slaughtered, and
became so poor that they reeled as they walked, and were then slaughtered for the Indians.
I understood that corn, belonging to the Winnebagoes, left at their old agency in Minnesota, was started with the train and fed out upon the way io the cattle and horses of the
train ; after the train arrived at Crow Creek agency I saw some traces of the corn in the
wagons My knowledge in regard to the quality of the bacon brought from Minnesota
in that train is not very good, but I saw some of it, and it was poor, and some of it I know
was not fit to eat. It was piled up in the warehom;e in bulle The flour was vP.ry inferior
:wi coarse. The entrails of the beeves thrown into the vat the Indians said were not
washed, and I should think by the smell that they were not.
Fourth question. State what you know about Indians being employed to cut wood at the
Crow Creek agency, and bow they were paid.
Fourth answer. Indians, mostly vVinnebagoes, were employed to cut wood for the sawmill and for fires in tl1e buildings of the age·ncy, and they were paid with provisions taken
out of the Indian warehouse.
Fifth question. State whether there was much sickneEs among the Indians there.
Fifth answer. There was some sickness and a number of deaths. The Indians reported
several deaths from starvation; they were constantly begging for something to eat, and I
visited the lodges frequently w bile they were sick and found them destitute of food. 'l'he
issue of food was generally made on Saturdays, which would generally be all consumed by
1\'Ionday or Tuesday, and the rest of the week they would be entirely destitute. From what
I saw and know, I am satisfied that the representations of Indians as to some of the Indians
dying of starvation were true. Towards spring they issued twice a week, but there was no
increase of the quantity of the rations or allowance.
Sixth question. State wlw was at Crow Creek in charge of the Indians when you were
there.
Sixth answer. They were principally under the charge of Balcombe.
Seventh question. How long wore you there, and in what capacity?
Seventh answer. I was there from October, 1863, until June, 1864:, and I was acting as
Eurgeon of the military post there.
Eighth question. What do you know about fre3h beef being brought there on the train
which came there :from Minnesota, as above stated?
Eighth answer. Fresh beef was brought in on the train, and tho men with the train told
me that some of the oxen gave out and could not travel, and they killed them and brought
them in for beef for the Indians. This beef was very poor, bloody, and badly dressed.
Ninth question. What do you know about beef being slaughtered ·in the winter and piled
away in snow in the warehouse ?
Ninth answer. Quite a large number of cattle were slaughtered during the winter and
put away in the warehouse in snow; and what beef was left until spring spoiled, and the
Indians ate it as long as it was po~sible to eat it, and I think they had to throw away some
of it.
Tenth question. State what shifts the Ind:ans resorted to to get something to eat.
Tenth answer. They were destitute of corn, but they would steal from the horses when
they could while the horses were being fed by the soldiers; they would pick up the corn
left by the horses when fed; they would eat wolves poisoned by the soldiers; they would
skin the wolf for the sake of the carcass to eat ; they also ate the horses that died through
the winter. I mean the horses belonging to the soldiers.
Eleventh question. When rations of soup were issued from the vat were any other rations issued, and how often was soup issued from the vat?
Eleventh answer. No other rations were issued during that time. Soup from the vat
was all they had, and I think it was only issued every other day.
B. C. HAYNES,

Assistant Surgeon 6th kwa Oav:J.l1y.
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FoRT RANDALL, DAKOTA, September 2, 1865
Cuu •; tl/ 0{ Todd:
Joseph A. Hansell, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposed as follows :
First question. What is your name, residence, and occupation, and where have you teen
stationed?
First answer. My name is Joseph A. Hansell; reside at Marion, Linn county, Iowa. My
occupation for the p_a st two or three years has been that of a soldier in company K, 6th
Iowa cavalry; am !\ow stationed at Fort Randall. From some time in October, 1863, until
in May, 1864, I was stationed at Crow Creek agency.
Second question. State whether, during that time, you had opportunities of seeing the
kind and quality of food issued to the Santees and Winneb::~goes.
Second answer. I had good opportunities of seeing and knowing about the food issued
to them.
Third question. Have you heard the deposition of Doctor Haynes read ; and if so, how
does your knowledge and recollection agree with the statements he therein makes in relation to the quantity and quality of the food issued to the Indians at the Crow Creek agency,
and the manner of cooking and issuing the same to them ?
Third answer. From my knowledge I believe the statements he therein makes are true.
From my own personallmowledge I know them to be true.
Fourth question. What do you know about fresh beef being brought there in the train?
Fourth answer. Fresh beef was brought in that train. The men with the train told me
it w fl s cattle that gave out and they had to slaughter them, and they had brought them
over to feed the Indians, and they put them in .the warehouse with the other provisions of
the Indians.
Fifth question. What do you know about the cattle slaughtered there for the Indians?
Fifth answer. The cattle slaughtered for the Indians were a hard lot of c~t.tle, poor, and
not fit for beef; they were too poor for work cattle. They killed a large number and put
them in ricks outside the warehouse uutil it commenced thawing and smelling, and then
they stacked them up in snow in the wareh<41se.
Sixth question. What provision was made for keeping the cattle through the winter?
Sixth answer. I think no provision was made for that purpose. I saw none, and should
have known it if there had been any. After the cattle came there they killed them about
as fast as they could, and piled them up in the warehouse in snow
I think there was
some over two hundred head of cattle came in in that train.
Seventh question. Do you know of any suffering among the Indians on account of insufficient quantities of food?
Seventh answer. I do; at least I am satisfied that was the case. I know of the Indians
eating wolves that had been poisoned by the soldiers, and horses that had died. I also
know of their eating mules that died with the glanders; and they picked up and ate the
corn scattered about where we fed our horses. I smelt the odor arising from the vat, as
described by Doctor Haynes in his deposition. The entrails, head, and feet were thrown
into the vat. The flour was third-rate and Yery poor at that. I think they had no sugar
or coffee, and no vegetables excepting a few beans.
Eighth question. What do you know about the Indians being employed and paid?
Eighth answer. They worked about the agency cutting wood, and were paid with provisions out of the warehouse of the Indians.
Ninth question. State what you know about the cattle slaughtered for the Indians being
the cattle brought from Minnesota in the train.
Ninth answer. I know they came in with the train from Minnesota, and were hRuling
the wagons and goods. They were the train.
Tenth question. Please state what you know about there being game in that section of
the country ?
Tenth answer. I don't think there is any game there of any account. Our boys weut
out frequently, but never found any of any consequence. The Winnebagoes went out
bunting as far as they dared to, but were not successful. It is generally understood not
to be a game country.
JOSEPH A. HANSELL.
TERRrTORY OF DAKOTA,
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FORT RANDALL, September 2, 1865.

TERRITORY, Todd county:
Samuel C. Haynes, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposed as follows:
First question. What is your name, residence, and occupation?
First answer. Samuel C. Haynes ; reside at Bradford, Chickasaw county, Iowa; am a
surgeon (assistant) of the 6th regiment Iowa volunteer cavalry.
·
Second question. Where have you been stationed for the past year?
Second answer. From September, 1864, until the middle of July, 1865, I was stationed
as the surgeon at the post at Berthold, Dakota.
'l'hird question. State whether Arickarees, Manclans, and Grovons, (Gros Ventrcs,) are lo<:n.ted there at Berthold?
Third answer. They are. Their village comes up to the fort.
Fourth question. How many of them are there?
Fourth answer. The warriors of the three nations number from five hundred to t<even
hundred.
Fifth question. How do they subsist?
Fifth answer. On the corn they raise and the buffalo they catch, of which they have an
ttbundant supply. They are weak in strength, compared with the Sioux. They are
lriendly to the whites. The Sioux are constantly commitling depredations upor1 them;
a,nd they are not of sufficient strength to protect themselves from the Sioux, and need the
protection of the whites.
Sixth question. What do you think of one company of soldiers being suffidellt to protect them?
·
Sixth answer. I do not think one company, of the usual numbers of our companies, is
sufficient. That post is in the heart of the Sioux nation.
Seventh question . What do you think they most need?
Seventh answer. Clothing, and tools to work with; also guns.
E ighth question. When you left this summer, had they received any annuities?
Eighth answer. They had not. There was"a small amount of hard bread and flour in
Btore for them at the time I left. They were making considerable complaint because they
bad not received their annuities, and were becoming considerably uneasy.
8. C. HAYNES,
A.ssistan~ Surgeon 6th Iowa Cavalry.
DAKOTA

FoRT RANDALL, September 2, 1865
T.ERRiTORY OF DAKOTA, 1'odd county:
Asa G. White, being duly sworn, deposed as fo1lows:
First question. What is your name, residence, and occupation, and where have you been
stationed?
First answer. My name is Aea G. White ; reside at Linn county, Iowa; e.m a soldier in
company K, 6th Iowa cavalry, stationed now at Fort Randall. From October, 1863, until
May, 1864, I was stationed at Crow Creek agency, Dakota.
Second question. Have you beard the depositipns of Doctor Haynes and Joseph Hansen,
a nd how do you coincide or agree with their statements?
Second answer. From my own knowledge, I am satisfied that their statements are true.
The cattle were brought through from Minnesota, hauling goods for the agency and traders,
and, after being slaughtered, were fird put up in ricks outside the warehouse, where thety
remained uutil they became stale and began to thaw, when they were put in the warehouse
and packed in snow.
Third question. When the Indians were fed out of the vat, did they receive any other
rations?
Third answer. During that time they received no other rations. The Indians complained bitterly of the insufficiency of food; and if they had anything to trade, they pre·
ferred food in payment in preference to money. I think the soup was issued as often as
every other day; and it may have been issued every day some of the time.
ASA G. WHITE.
CRow Cu.EEK AGEXCY, .September 5, 1865.
TERRITOltY

OF

DAKOTA :

D.tvid Faribault, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposed as follows:
First question. State your name and residence.
First answer. David Faribault; have resided at this (Crow Creek) agency since July, 1863.
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Second question. State the condition of the Indians at this agency, as to clothing and
provisions, since you have been here.
Second answer. They have suffered much for both clothing and provisions. I am a halfbreed myself, anc1 when I first came here I was unknown, and had to live as the Indians
did, as I was out oftmployment. I have a Santee wife. .At times they have been two days
without anything to eat, especially tbe women who had no men to provide for them ; and
most of them were in that condition at first, as less than a hundred men came here with
them. In the fall or winter of the same year I came a half-breed woman by the name of
Moore starved to death.
Third question . State the kind of %Jur you got in the winter of 1863 and 1864.
Third answer. It was very coarse, ulack, and sticky, and so poor that it was almost impossible to make bread of it. I do not mean that all of it was so poor, but a portion of it.
The Indians received about a pound per week for each person.
Fourth question. What kind of beef did the Indians get?
Fourth answer. Very poor beef; not much fat about it. They would always select
the poorest to give the Indians. If there was a good piece, they would take it and give it
to the boarding-house here; and when Balcombe's family were here be selected the best
also for them. Some issues the Indians would get nothing but heads, and sometimes nothing but entrails and feet; and if they would not take that, they could not get anything.
Fifth question. Did the Indians receive any pork?
Fifth answer. No pork was issued to the Indians, generally ; but sometimes pork wa~
issued to the Indians that worked, in payment for th eir work, at the rate of three pounds
for the dollar.
Sixth question. State whether the condition of the Indians was such that they could go
and hunt for a living.
Sixth answer. It was not. They had no guns nor horses, and but few men, and they
were unacquainted with the country. When they got guns along in that winter, about 50
in number, they started on a hunt to James river. There were about 500 of them, and
but one pony, and that belonged to Mr. Williamson, the missionary. This was about the
first of February. They were compelled to pack their wood on their backs as far as the
James river, about 60 miles. The reason they went on this hunt was because they were so
near starved. One aged woman became exhausted, and they had to leave her ~;tbout forty
miles out. They had no provisions to leave with her, and she has never beeu seen since.
They succeeded in finding some buffalo, and were partially successful in supl(lying themselves with food. They got out of provisions before they found any buffalo.
Seventh question. Were you here at the time the Indians were supplied with soup? and
if so, state the particulars.
Seventh answer. I was ; but did not go near it much. I saw some of it, and tried to eat
some of it, but could not;. the smell was offensive.
Eighth question. State what you know of the supplies of beef and flour last winter.
Eighth answer. The supply was about the same as the year before, in kind and quality.
Ninth question. Do you know of Santee women being pressed so hard ..with hunger that
they prostituted themselves in order to get something to eat?
Ninth answer. I know of many such cases-women who· were virtuous before they came
her(\ Others, who had daughters, would sell them for something to eat. I have known
the Indians here during tbe winter eating dead mules and horses and poisoned wolves.
Numbers of the women have left the agency and gone to Forts Sully, Randall, Wadsworth,
the Yankton agency, and other points; to obtain their living. I think, if they had plenty
to sl.1bsist on here, they would not leave the agency. They have never raised any crops
here until this season, it has been so dry. They have tried to raise crops each season.
Tenth question. How many Santee men are there here now?
Tenth answer. I suppose there are about one hundrecl men that are able to work, and
about nine hundred women and children.
DAVID FARIBAULT.

CROW CREEK .AGENCY, TERRITORY OF DAKOTA, September 5, 18l'i5.
Examination of 1!'. J. De Witt, Indian trader, as to affairs.
F. J. De Witt, being duly sworn, deposed as follows :
First question. State your name, residence, and occupation.
First answer. F. J. D~ Witt; reside at Crow Creek agency ; am trader at this agency.
Second question. Were you here in the fall of 1863, wben Hubbell & Hawley's train
came in from Minnesota, and in what condition were the cattle?
Second answer. I was ; some of them, probably three-fourths, were in a very good condition.
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Third que3tion. State how long they were kept here before they wevc slaughtered, and
the condition in which they were then.
Third answer. About three weeks when they commenced. A part of the cattle from
Minnesota went to Sioux City and hauled up a train of wheat before being slaughtered. I
think all the cattle that had not been worked were in a good conditior;jt; those llaving been
worked were very thin. Some of the cattle that went in the train to Sioux City for wheat,
becoming worn down and unable to travel, were slaughtered and brought back fnr the Indians; that is my impression . I did not see them slaughtered, but have no doubt but
that it was so.
Fourth question. What kind of freight was broug.ht from Minnesota in Hubbell & Hawley's train in the fall of 1865?
Fourth answer. Flour and supplies for the agency, and goods fur the traders, Hubbell &
Hawley.
Fifth question. Do you know who furnished the cattle brought over in that train?
Fifth answer. I understand it was l\1r. Hubbell.
Sixth question. Do you know where th17y were weighed or estimated?
Hixth answer. No; they were not weighed here, to the best of my knowled~e Do not
know whether their estimate was made here or not.
Seventh question. State what you know of the condition of the Indians at this agency
during the winter of 1863 and 1864.
Seventh answer. They were not comfortably clothed, and I am satisfied that they were
not well fed, and that there was some suffering for the want of clothing and food.
Eighth question. Did you see the cattle that were slaughtered here for the winter of
1864 and 1865, and their condition ?
Eighth answer. I did ; saw the train that came in with the cattle ; think I saw them
all about the time they were slaughtered. Their condition was very good when they came
here, but were kept here so long before they were slaughtered that they became very poor.
The reason they were kept so long was, they had to keep them until cold weather in order
to keep them; there was no salt to salt them with. Balcombe was very anxious for cold
weather to come, in order that he could kill them ; the season had been very dry and feed
was very scarce; there was no hay here belonging to the agency, but other patties had
hay here, which could have been had at a very high price, I think.
Ninth question. How well did the beef keep the past winter?
Ninth answer. It kept Vt'ry well through the winter, but in May it became so poor that
it was not fit to eat.
Tenth question. What was the condition of the Indians at this agency. the past winter?
Tenth answer. They had not a sufficiency of clothing, and I am satisfied that they did
not have a sufficient amount of food to eat.
·
·
Eleventh question. At what prices do you sell goods?
Eleventh answer. Sugar sixty cents per pound when I sell in quantities of ten to twentyfive cents' worth at the time; but at fifty cents per pound when sold by the pound. Flour
at twelve dollar" per ,;;ack by the single sack; ten dollars by the quantity. Coffee at sixty
cents per pound when sold by the pound ; but when sold by ten or fifteen cents' worth,
we sell at the rate of one dollar. Calico fifty cents per yard. Tobacco - .
F . J. DE WITT.

Cnow CREEK AGENCY, September 5, 1865.
Statements of the chiefs of the Santees before Hon. A. W. HunnAim, member of congressional Indian commission.
Chief Passing -Hail-Wasuhiya-ye-dom-says:
It has been a long time since I have heard such talk, and I am very glad. Myself 1md
three of these chiefs with him here were at Washington, and heard what the grandfather
told them, and we know we live by what the government gives them, and we abide by
what the government does for us. At Redwood they took all the young and smart men
and put them in prison, and they took all the chiefs and women and children and put them
in Fort Snelling. They done with us as they would grain, shaking it to get out the best,
and then brought our bodies over here; that is, took everything from us and brought us
over here with nothing. Colonel Thompson stood by us and told us that we would get no
more money as annuities, but would get more goods and more to eat. Colonel Thompson
told us these things, and then he went to Waf'hington and then came back in the winter.
Colonel 'l'hompson, when he got back, told us our goods had been bought and were on the
way here; but the goods did not arrive here until the next spring, and when they did
come we thought there were not as many as ought to have come ; there were not enough
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to go round. When the provisions were brought here the agent told us the food vras to be
divided between us and the Winnebagoes, and only five sacks of flour were given us per
week through the winter; they were iEsued to us each Saturday. They brougilt beef and
piled it up here ; they built a box and put the beef in it and steamed it and made soup ;
they put salt and pepper in it, and that is the reason these hills about here are filled with
children's graves ; it seemed as though they wanted to kill us. We have grown up among
white folks, and we know the ways of white folks. _White folks do not eat animals that
die themselves; but the animals that died here were piled up with the beef here and were
fed out to us; and when the women and children, on account of their great hunger, tried
to get the heads, blood, and entrails, when the butchering was being done, they were
whipped and put in the guard-House. It is not right for me to omit anything. The heads,
entrails, and liver were piled about here in the stockade, and the agent would keep watch
of them, and when• he wanted some work done he would pay for the work with the most
rotten part of it. He employed the Indians to work, and paid them with the most rotten
part, as above stated. L'::~.st fall the agent told us to go out on a hunt, and while they were
out on the hant the goods came, and we suppose the reason he wanted us to go on the hunt
was, that he did not want us to see what was done with the goods. Last fall the agent
called the chiefs and said he would give us the goods. The next day we came up, and the
agent, .from the top window of the warehouse, threw out the goods ; he threw out a dress
for each woman and a blanket for each family. I think there were over one hundred
blankets given out at that time. They brought us here to a windy country, and we supposed the wind had blown the goods away ; but we heard afterwards that there were some
round in the houses in the stockade. We heard that the agent traded s0me of our goods
away, and we suppose he traded them for robes and furs. We think if he had not have
traded them away there would have been plenty to go round, and the women would not
have been crying with cold. You told me that yon wanted me to tell all that the agent
did. Tbe agent would send us out hunting, and while out hunting the young men would
be killed-that is, some of them; were killed by the Winnebagoes, a;;; I suppose. What I
have stated were some of the actions of the Winnebagoes; but when we came here, certain
laws were given us by the grandfc~.ther ; but we are not going to take the matter into our
hands, but await the action of the grandfather. I will tell you one thing more : you are
a straightforward man, and told me to talk.
The President gave us some laws, and we have changed ourselves to white men, put on
white man's clothes and adopted the white man's ways, and we supposed we would have a.
piece of ground somewhere where we could live ; but no one can live here and live like
a white man. I have ch&.nged my body to a white man's body. I have not told any lie.
Yon told me to tell the truth, and I have done so. I forgot one thing. We wanted the
agent to get David Faribault for interpreter, but he would not do so, and we did not have
an interpreter of our own, and so '-ve were like men in the night, in the dark. When the
agent wanted any work done, instead of calling upon us he wonld employ the Winnebagoes, and then pay them out of the provisions that were common to both San tees and \Vinnebagoes.

CRow CREEK AGENCY, TERRITORY OF DAKOTA, September 5, 1865.
Examination before Hon . .A.. W. HuBBA.RD, member of congressional Indiaa commission.
Edward R. Pond, being duly sworn, deposed as follows:
First question State your name, occup<J.tion, and residence.
First answer. My name is Edward R. Pond; have resided at Crow Creek agency since
September, 1863 ; occupation mission teacher of the SantP-e Indians.
8econd question. State whether you were here through the winter of 1863 and 186!.
Second answer. I was, with the exception that I made one trip to Sioux City and one to
Yankton in November.
Third question. State generally the condition of the Santees through that winter as to
provisions and clothing.
Third answer. They had very little to eat, and what they did have was of very poor
quality. They had but little clothing, not-enough to protect them from the cold. There
had been no clothing issued to them for more than a year. They suffered severely from
exposure and want of clothing.
Fourth question. State the quantity of provisions issued to them p.er week.
Fourth answer. I think, through the month of January they had soup; from the 1st
of February to the 1st of April, nine Sfl.cks of flour were issued per week to them; I think.
There were five hundred bushels of wheat ground here at this agency and issued to the
Santee:> and Winneha;:;-oe•, unbolted. The flour issued to them was of very poor quality,
next thing to shorts.
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Fifth question. State the quality and quantity of the beef is;ued to them during that
winter.
Fifth answer. I do not recollect the quantity ; but the beef was very poor. The cattle
were brought here from Minnesota in November, 1863, an<l about half of them worked on
the trip over. Some of these cattle, after making the trip from Minnesota, went to Sioux
city and brought up 500 bushels oi wheat before being slaughtered.
Sixth question. State what you know of fresh beef being brought in on the train that
came in from Minnesota in November, 1863.
Sixth answer. Some was brought in. I understood it was beef from cattle that gave out
on the trip. It was destitute of fat, bloody, poor, and in a filthy condition.
Seventh question. Was any beef brought in on the train that went to Sioux City and
brought up wheat, as above stated?
Seventh answer. There was. I understood it was beef from cattle that had given out
on the trip; it was very poor, destitute of fat, and no white man would eat it, I think,
unless in a starving condition. It had lain on the wagons until it was pretty much dried
out. In the winter of 1863 and 1864 the cattle brought from Minnesota and Sioux City
were slaughtered by the Indians and spread out in the stockade to freeze; and after being .
frozen, as much as the warehouse would contain was piled up in the warehouse, and the
residue was piled up outside the warehouse. They put snow with it and covered it . with
sawdust. 'I'owards spring some of the beef became spoiled and tainted and produced an
offensive odor in the neighborhood of the warehouse, but they continued to issue it as
long as it lasted, which was near the 1st of June. When the cattle were slaughtered they
were little more than skin and bones; many of them were too poor to work.
Eighth question. Was any pork or bacon brought over in the train from Minnesota in
November, 1863? and if so, state the condition of it, and quantity.
Eighth answer. Some was brought over in that train. I understood that it was pork
that belonged to the Winnebago agency in Minnesota, and that it was taken out of the
barrels and piled in the wagon boxes in bulk. It was poor pork.
Ninth question. State the particulars as to the manner soup was made that winter ; describe it.
/
Ninth answer. A large cottonwood box, about eight feet square and eight feet deep, was
made, and a pipe led from the steam-engine of the saw-mill int~:~ the bottcm of this box.
They filled the box about half-full of water and put in beef, pork, and flour, and steamed
it until it was all reduced to a pulp. It was then given out to such of the Indians as came
after it. I did not go round the box much, but I think the odor about it became offensive. ·
The box, I think, was made by direction of Superintendent Thompson, and he was here
when the first mess was prepared. I tasted the first mess, and it tasted of the cottonwood,
and it was poor soup.
Tenth question. State whether there was a great deal of suffering here that winter from
the want of sufficient clothing and food?
Tenth answer. There was; there was one woman that died of starvation, the Indian&
said, and I heard of several who were sick on account of starvation. The women and
children, in order to get something to eat, cut and 'c arried about three hundred cords of
wood, three feet long, an average of half a mile; they carried the wood on their backs.
They were paid, I think, for cutting and carrying the wood two dollars per cord in flour,
at the rate of twelve and a half cents per pound. The wood wa5 used principally by the
agents and employes awl for the saw-mill, and was paid for out of the Indians' flour.
Young children, as young as ten years, and very old women, were engaged in cutting and
carrying the wood; one old woman so old and used up that she could not hunt round
and find where her pile was, so as to put her pood with it. Government mules, so poor
that they died of exposure, were eaten by the Indians. One or two horses died in the
course of the winter, which the Indians ate; also they ate wolves; the wolve~> had been
poisoned with strychnine by the soldiers and Indians in order to catch them. They will
not eat either mules, horses, or wolves except to save them from starvation. The Wip.nebagoes also ate of the dead mules, horses, and wolves that winter. On the 1st of February the Santees were in so much need of something to eat that five hundred men, women
and children started out on foot hunting buffalo; they had no ponies at the time, and
there were but about seventy or eighty of the five hundred that could be called men; they
expected to go out from sixty to seventy miles ~efore they could find any buffalo, and one
hundred miles before they could find a plenty.
Eleventh question. Who made the contract for furnishing the beef that winter?
Eleventh answer. I think Superintendent Thompson. Hubbell & Hawley were the contractors who furnished the beef. Hubbell came across with the train and brought some
goods for the Indians and some for himself in that train. The cattle were not weighed
here, and I don't think they were estimated here.

.

APPENDIX.

409

Twelfth question. Were you present at the drstribution of the goods to the Indians in the
spring of 1864?
Twelfth answer. I was not present when the goods were divided among the chiek
rrhirteenth question. Do you know how the goods have been generally distributed here
since they have been here? and if so, state.
Thirteenth answer. The agent generally divides them out in piles in the warehouse, the
chiefs not being present, and the chiefs sign the vouchers before they g,e t the goods. They
divide or separate one pile for each.
Fourteenth question. How do they know when they' get all their goods?
Fourteenth answer. They do not know. I have heard them say a good many times that
they did not know more than if they were blind.
Fifteenth question. How were the Indians provided for during the fall o{ 1864: and the
winter of 1864 and 1865 in provision and clothing?
Fifteenth answer. A train came here from Minnesota in August loaded with flour;
1,000 sacks, I understood, but I was not present, but afterwards saw the flour. I had a
couple of sacks of that flour; it ~s so poor that I could not use it ; one of the sacks I
got was picked out for the best flour, but the sack weighed ten pounds after the flonr was
emptied; it had been wet. The !our was wet coming from Minnesota, and was of such
poor quality that it was unfit for ordinary cooking purposes. Another train arrived here
from Minnesota in October, with 1,000 sacks flour; that flour had not been vvet . The
flour brought in these two trains belonged to the Winnebagoes and Santees jointly. The
flour by the last train was about of the same quality as the first. This flour was issued to
tho Indians last fall and winter. The beef cattle came from Minnesob and hauled the
flpur above mentioned, and also goods for Hubbell & Hawley, the traders, and I understood
they were furnished by Hubbell & Hawley. They were in a little better order than the
year before, but still they were very poor. The cattle were herded close to the agency
until the first of November; after that they were herded about nine miles and upwards
up the l\iissouri river until about the second week in December, when they were slaughtered. I understood from one of the employes that there were about five hundred of the
beef cattle. A very bard storm drove the cattle down here. They were scattered from one
or two miles above the agency down three or four miles below. Three or four of them
perished in the stonlt; one lay down by the river, and was so weak and feeble that it could
not get up, but died ; another got down ner.r the saw-mill, and they cut its throat to save
it ; another was dead and frozen up above, and was found several days after ; it was brought
down and cut up in quarters, with the hide on, and put in with the other beef; the other
two were skinned and put in with the other beef. The next O.ay they commenced to
slaughter the beef. The cattle were very poor and thin in flesh. Major Balcombe gave
me the privilege of picking out of the whole two or three hundred cattle two of the best
quarters, and it was with great difficulty that I could pick them out ; there was no fat on
that that I picked out; this was after they were ldlled and brought into the stockade.
After the cattle were slaughtered they were brought into the stockade and spread round so
as to freeze solid; after which they were packed in the warehouse in snow and covered
with sawdust; and some of it was in the warehouse when :Major Stone took possession, the
5th of June. At that time there was considerable beef in the warehouse, and much of it
was alive with worms, and the stench about it >vas intolerable. About the 1st of October,
1864, the agent sent,them on a hunt, promising them that, in about two months, he would
issue them clothi.n~· This was Balcombe. At the end of two mqnths (December 1) be issued them some goods, but I do not know whether he issued them all or not. They were
a good deal better off in clothing, and s )me better off in food, than the winter before.
There were not more than about half as many Indians here as the winter before ; if there
had been they would have been no better off. Some of the Indians did not dare to live
here last winter, fearing they would starve. The issue from the 1st January until .wann
weather was twelve or fourteen quarters per week, and when it commenced to spoil they
gave them more. After Agent Stone came here, in June, beef, to the amount of ten ot·
fifteen beeves, that was full of worms, waE: thrown out.
Sixteenth question. Who employs you as teacher here among the Indians?
Sixteenth answer. The American Board of Commit~sioners for Foreign Missions The government bas no teacher here to teach the Indians.
Seventeenth question. Do you knOI\' of any instances of harsh treatment of the Indians
·by Major Balcombe?
Seventeenth answer. One year ago last winter several women and a boy, being very
hungry, killed one of the cattle to eat, and Major Balcombe put them in a very cold house
in very cold weather and kept them there nearly a week without fire, and day times be
took them and had them work round and fed them on bread and water. On another occasion, while they were slaughtering the cattle, Balcombe ordered them not to let the
women come near where they were butr;hering, but some disobeyeu and went near to get
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the blood, when he seized them there in nu·mbers and put them in a cold house and kept
them over night without fire. One of the women had a baby one week old, which she had
left at her house, and some woman brought it up to be nursed, but Balcom be refused to let
it be nur~ed, but finally relented and let it go in, and the woman that brought it up gave
her one of her blankets.
EDWARD R. PO:SD.

TERRITORY OF DAKOTA, CROW CREEK AGENCY, Sept1mber 6, 1865.
Examination as to management of Indian affa,:rs at Crow Creek agency, before Hon . A.
W. Hubbard, commissioner.

....

Judson Lamoure, of lawful age, being duly sworn, depo.>ed as follows:
First question. State your name and residence.
First answer. Judson Lamoure; now reside at Crow tlreek agen·cy.
Second question. State what you know of the sale or,.disposition of cattle belonging to
this agency by Thompson (superintendent) and others.
Second answer. In the first place, Thompson let a contract to Choteau to furnish cattl e
for this agency, and the contract was sub-let to Booze, and I brought the cattle up to this
agency for Booze; there were ninety-three head-mostly oxen for beef and work, and some
cows; tbey were weighed at Sioux City; they received the cattle here, and I returned to
Sioux City, but immediately left there ; on my return here with goods for Superintendent
Thompson, and on reaching Choteau creek, I met sixty-seven head of the same cattle I
brought to the agency, as above stated, they having strayed from the agency. I drove them
back as far as Fort Randall, where I met Thomas Powers and a Frenchman whom
Thompson had sent after the cattle. We stopped at B"ort Randall two days; and while
there a train belonging to Thomas Powers and F. D. Pease came along. The cattle 'in this
train were small and young and pretty well woru out; I turned the sixty-seven head over
to Powers ; Powers & Pease then turned their oxen in the train in among the sixty•seven
head, and picked the same number out of the sixty-seven head ; the ones they picked out
were the largest and best, and were fctt and nice cattle; fifteen yoke were thus exchanged.
We then came on up to the agency together, and when we arrived here I made a statement
of how I had found the cattle and turned them over to Powers, and how Powers & Pease
had exchanged cattle, and also made some statement to Thompson's assistant (Adams.) I
offered to show Thompson the cattle exchanged, and he said he had not time to attend to
it. Pease & Powers then sold the fifteen yoke of oxen they had picked out of the sixtyseven head to Thompson, the superintendent, and th ey also sold the fifteen yoke they put
into among the sixty-seven head. I do not know what numbe.r Powers reported to
Thompson that he had found. I told Thompson the number I found and turned over to
Powers. The cattle were all marked with tar on the hip, and the mark was there plain
to be seen. Afterwards eleven yoke of cattle were sent up by Booze. I brought them up
and turned them over to Thompson. Afterwards I was at Sioux City, and Thomas Powers
came there with two yoke of the same cattle, and went on to Council Bluff;; with the
.;ame cattle. Powers was hauling goods for himself. I know that Powers & Pease, while
freighthg for government that summer between Fort.; Rtndall and Sully, came along here
frequently wlth their cattle worn out and broken clown, and Adams, a~sistant superintendent, would exchange with them, and take their broken-down cattle and let them have
good cattle; and when Powers & Pease got through freighting that ftll, and had worked
them down, they sold tfie whole train to Adams for the agency. This was done in my
presence. When Powers & Pease turned over and sold their whole train to Adams, as above
stated, the cattle were worked down thin and poor and not tlt for beef, and probably would
not have lived through the winter. They ·were slaughtered for the Indians. Dnring the
first transaction above stated, Superintenuent Thompson was here, but when Powers &
Pease turned the train over, as atove stated, Thompson >Yas not here. At one time I had
charge of a train for Booze, freighting from Sioux City to Sully, and while passing this
agency some of my cattle got foot-sore and poor, and knowing that Adams hrrd exchanged
with others, I went to him and requested him to exchange with me, and he said he would
do so, and I went and examined his herd, and not finding any that were better than mine
I did not exchange. One time, on my return from Fort Sully with a train, I had got out of
provisions when I got here, anc! went to Adams and bought some crackers, some fresh
beef, and also got a spade and two chains and four or five ox-yokes, and five pairs of oxbows, and in payment for all the~e I gave him a buffalo robe. rrhese things I bought belonged to thi::; agency.
Third question. State anything you know about the condition r:md suffering of the In~
dians at this agency.
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Third answer. I know that whenever I passed here vdth a train the Indian women o[
both the Santees and Winnebagoes would come to the train and beg, and offer to prostitute themselves in erder to get something to eat; and I have seen the same thing done at
all other points where I ha\'e seen them. They left the agency and went to Fort Randall
and Fort Sully and prostituted themselves for something to eat. They said they had to do
so in order to get something to eat. I mean, this has been the case heretofore. For the
past three months since I have b een in the employ of the agency they have had enough
to enable them to get along, thongh the allowance has been rather short. When they have
come and said they had not enough to eat, I have taken the pains to go to their lodget~~
and ascertain for myself, and when I found that they were destitute, I took measures to
relieve them; when sick I have visited them to see what could be done for them. I have
been in charge of the issuing most of the time since I have been here.
Fourth question. State whether the fifteen yoke of cattle that strayed from 'the agency,
and tbat were put into the train of Pease & Powers at Fort Randall, and the fifteen yoke
they turned out of their train and put in their places, were aftei·wards sold to Thompson
for the use of the a!'.{ency.
Fourth <:mswer. They were ; we got here on the third of July, and they were sold to
Thompson in a few days afterwards. Pease told me he sold the cattle to Thompson, and
I saw them there frequently among the agency stock and working about the agency.
Fifth question. What do you know about Pease selling some cows and young cattle t o
Thompson?
Fifth answer. He sold him in the neighborhood of thirty head-I think it was .t wentynine head-when Thompson was on his way here to establish this agency.
Sixth question. Do you know how many cattle there were in the train that Powers &
Pease sold and turned over to Adams, as above stated ?
Sixth answer. I don't know certainly, but think there were from thirty to forty yoke ; I
was present when it was done.
Seventh question. Were you engaged in putting up hay for Agent Burleigh, of the Yankton agency, in 1864!
Seventh answer. I was employed putting up hay for him at Bonhomme.
Eighth question. State the place where and for what purpose the hay was put up.
Eighth answer. The hay was put up at Emanuel cre@k, a short distance above Bonhomme ,
and w1ts put up for the purpose of feeding Burleigh's individual stock.
Ninth question. State who as3isted you in putting it up.
Ninth answer. Had some six hands; two of them, Louis Mallett and--- Protean, had
been in the employ of the Yankton agency. John Thompson, the blacksmith at the agency,
came down there and repaired the mowing machine and helped us start the machine.
Thompson took us to the hay-field and showed us where to work. While cutting hay we
broke two or three sickles and took them to the agency blacksmith shop to be repaired.
Provisions were brought from the agency, but I do not know whether the provisions belonged to the agency or Burleigh, individual-""· I asked Burleigh how it. happened that
the machine we were using was the same kind of a machine they had at the agency ; he
said he bought the one we were using and the one at the agency for the Indians, and he
thought one was enough for the Indians, and took the one we had down to his own place.
He afterwards traded the machine we were using for another one, which I saw on his
Bonhomme farm last June. We were three weeks putting up this hay. Emanuel creek
is about twenty-si~ or eight miles from the Yankton agency.
Tenth question. State what conversation, if any, you had with Burleigh last season
in respect to his method of making money at the agency.
'renth answer. In a conversation with m e, he stated that the heot way of making
money out of the appropriations was in buying cattle for the Indians ; and I asked him if
· that accounted for the large number of cattle be had on his farm, and he replied that it did .
Eleventh question. St'lte what numb er, if you know, of cattle be had on his farm.
Eleventh answer. He had about two hundred and fifty head in September, 1864.
JUDSON LAMOURE.
FORT RANDALL, September 8, 1865.
TERRITORY OF DAKOTA, County of Todd:
:Monroe Creighton, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposed as follows :
First question . State your name, occuptttion, ant1 where you have resided the past year. ·
' First answer. My name is Monroe Crdighton; am a member of company H, 6th Iowa
cavalry, and from the 7th day of October, 1864-, until July 2, 1865, I was stationed at
Fort Sully, Dakota
·
Second question. Who were the tmdGrs at that point during the time you were stationed
there?
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Second· answer. Burguin, Graumey, Galpin&Co, Powers& Pe'1Se, Pierre Choteau & Co,
apd Charles Pruneau.
Third question. State whether you were a bon t their stores much, and whether yon
knew their course of trade.
Third answei·. I was in the stores frequently, in fact nearly every day ; there was no day
passed but that I was in SGme of the stores This was the case through the entire winter
and spring, and I became very well acquainted with their course of dealing.
Fourth question. Please state the manner of dt>aling by Burguin, Graumey & Co. ; state
the particulars.
Fonrth ans'.ver. I have known Lieutenant Hesselberger, of company H, to lmy government blankets of soldiers and sell them to Burguin & Co., and they would give one of these
blankets for two buffalo robes; government blankets cost three dollars and fifty cents, and
ro.bes were worth then from twelve to fifteen dollars I have seen them trade three or
four cups of very poor mgar for a robe worth from ten to twelve dollars. 'fhey usurdly
gave two or three cups of coffee for a robe ; the cups used for measuring sugar or coffee
were pint cups. I often saw them give ten Iroquois shells and one California for a robe.
The traders told me that the Iroquois shells were worth one dollar and a ha1f per dozen, and
the California shell is not worth over a dollar, I think. The prices I have named are abou.t
the usual price of robes paid the Indians by the traders. The price of three-point black Indian blankets .w as three robes, worth as above stated I have seen them frade a butcherknife and a little vermilion (paint) for a robe; have also seen them trade from four to
seven plugs of the commonest copperas tobacco for a robe, and also give about a fifty-pound
sack of flour for three robes. All the traders there traded at about the same rates. I have
often seen them trade in aH the stores, and there wa~ little or no difference in the price paid
by the traders to the Indians for robes, though some of the boys used to say that they
thought that Powers was sometimes a little more liberal in the prices paid for robes, lmt I
never could see much difference. Burguin & Co. often gave Major House, the commander
of the post, fine robes, and also gave one or more robes to all the officers there.
M. CREIGHTON.

YANKTON AGENCY,

September 9, l865.

Tt:RRITORY OF DAKOTA :

B. E. Wood, of law'ul ag~, being duly sworn, deposed as follows:
First question. Slate your name and occupation and residence, and where you were in
the summer of 1863.
·
First answer. B. E. Wood; reside at the Yankton agency, and from July 7, 1863, to
November of that year, I was stopping at the Crow Creek agency.
Second question. State what you know al¥>ut Mr. Adams, assistant superintendent, exchanging oxen belonging to the Crow Creek agency, with parties passing there with trains.
Second answer. I know that in the summer of 1863, while I was there, he exchanged an
ox th:1t would work for an ox in Burguin's train, that was broken down and worn out, and
that he received either ten or fifteen dollars to boot. I do not now recollect the exact
atnonnt, though Adams told me at the time.
B. E. WOOD.

FoRT RANDALr,, Srptember 8, 1865.
County of Todd:
James Ravens, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposed as follows :
First question. State jOur name, occupation, and where you h·we been st:ttioned. for the
past year.
First answer. My name is James Havens; a.m a member of company L, 6th Iowa cavalry, and from July, 1864, to the spring of 1865, I was stationed at B-.ort Sully, Dakota .
Second question. State what you kHow, if anything, about loads of goods being taken
from the trading post of Choteau & Co., at Fort Sully, and traded to Indians outside
of the post.
Second answer. I heard that loads of· goods were being taken outside of the post in the
night and traded to Indians, and one night I watched and saw a load of goods taken from
Choteau & Co.'s store-one night outside the garrison, and the wagon containing the
goods was gone until the next night, when it returned w1thout the goods.
Third question. State what prices-did the tradera at that post. usually pa.y f9r robee?
DAKOTA TERRITORY,
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Third answer. For a robe they would give from one cup to a cup and a half of sugar
and a cup of coffee. They would give sometimes one of the large California shells for a
fifteen-dollar robe. I bought a California shell at the same store for one dollar. ' The prices
named above were the prices paid by the tmders at Fort Sully to the Indians.
JAMES HAYENS.

YANKTON AGENCY, ,September 9, 1865.
County of - - - :
.John P. Williamson, of lawful age, being first dul~· sworn, deposed as follows:
First question. State your name, occupation, and place of residence.
First answt)r. John P. Williamson; I am a missiooary among the Santee Indians undeT
the American Board of · Commissioners for Foreign Missions, and have been for five years.
I have always made my home among the Santee Indians, my father having been a missionary before me. I have been absent from them at times; now reside at Crow Creek
agency, Dakota, and have resided there since the agency bas been established.
Second question. Please state the condition of the Santee Indians and what their condition has been since they have been at Crow Creek, and state the particulars as to the manner
they have been clothed and subsisted, and also state their treat.ment during their removal
from Minnesota to their present agency.
Second answer. There were thirteen hundred and twenty-four of the Santee Indians that
left Fort Snelling for Crow Creek agency. They were taken down the Mississippi river on
two steamboats; one of the boats stopped at Hannibal, Missouri, and the Indians on that boat
crossed to Bt . .Joseph on the railroad; the other boat continued round by rivar to St. Joseph, and there all the Indians were put upon one boat. On the route there were sixteen
deaths . 'J'he Indians were very much crowded on the boat from St. Joseph up the river;
it was in the month of May. It was suffocating to go on the lower deck; they were entirely excluded from the cabin and confined entirely to the lower and upper decks. They
were so c.rowded that there was not room enough for all of them to lie down at the same
time. I came round with them. They were fed on hard bread and mess pork not cooked;
there was poor opportunity to cook the pork except at night wheQ. the boat stopped. The
quantity of provisions was short, not more than about one-half of soldier's rations. They
had neither sugar nor coffee, and no vegetables. They had nothing to eat but hard bread
and the mess pork above mention eO,, on the trip up from St. Joseph, except two beeves bought
at Sioux City We were about ten or twelve days making the trip from St. Joseph to Crow
Ci·eek agency, and were without medical attention or supplies of any kind on the trip.
There was a great deal of sickness occasioned from want of proper food, and confinement
on the boat. The diseaseB consisted mostly of diarrhcea and fevers. For six weeks after
they arrived at Crow.Creek they died at the average rate of three or four a clay. In that
time one hundred and fifty died, and during the first six months two hundred of them
died, and I think that at least one hundred and fifty of them die\~ on account of the bad
treatment they received after they left Fort Snelling. We arrived at Crow Creek on the
first day of June, 1863. When we arrived there the season was very dry, and what vegetation there had been was dried up and no crop of any kind was raised ; some corn was
planted, but it wilted up before it was four inches high; most of it, however, did not come
up at all. The Indians, during the summer, were fed upon flour and pork ; I do notrecollect the quantity given them, but there was not a great deal of complaint as to quantity; they wanted beef, but none was given them until fall. They suffered somewhat for
want of vegetables and fresh meat during the .summer, and also suf:Iered for the want of
medical supplies. During the fall the supply began gradually to fail ; they gradually issued less, and the Indians made great complaint. About the first of December their supplies arrived from Minnesota; I think there were over a hundred wagons in the train,"
loaded with goods and supplies for tbe Santees and Winnebagoes, and goods for the traders, Hubbell and Hawley. The supplies hauled in that train for the Santees consisted of ,
flour. I understood, when the train started from Minnewta it contained corn for the Santees, but none came to Crow Creek agency; some pork was brought, but none of it was issued to the Santee Indians; some of it was given out to Indians in payment for work.
After the arrival of that train the rations issued to the Indians at that agency then consisted of flour and beef. The quantity issued was very short, but I cannot now recollect
how much it was. The beef furnished was from the cattle that hauled the supplies from
Minnesota as above stated. They had hauled the train over three hundred miles in the
month of November, with nothing to eat but the dry prairie grass; there were no settlements on the route the train came. These cattle were very poor ; some of the cattle in
the train died or gave out and were killed on the trip, and they brought the meat in on
the train for the Indians, and it was issued to the Indians. About New Year's about four
TERRITORY OF DAKOTA,
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hundred head of the cattle were slaughtered ; there was no h:ty or anything for them to
eat at that time, and there had not been any since they had been there, except the dry
prairie grass which the frost had killed. The beef after being slaughtered was piled up in
the warehouse in snow-that is, what they could get into the warehouse, and the remainder
was piled up out doors about the warehouse. They said this beef was to keep the Indians
until the coming June; a large part of it was little more than skin and bones-it was
black and poor. It was stated that Hubbell and Hawley had the contrctct for supplying
the agency with flour, and soon after the arrival of that train from Minnesota, over one
hundred bead of tht best of the oxen were picked out by Hubbell and Hawley and yoked
up and sent in a train to Sioux City, a distance of two hundred and forty miles, to haul up
flour. They returned from the trip some time in February with the flour, and the oxen
were then slaughtered and issued to the Indians. Some time in January they commenced
iesuing soup to the Indians; it was made in a large cottonwood vat, being cooked by steam
carried from the boiler of the saw-mill, in a pipe, to the vat. The ingredients were : the
vat was partially filled with water, and then i*ley threw in several quarters of beef, being
first chopped, and a sack or two of flour. The first time they put in beans, but not afterwards; they also put in the heart and lights. I heard the entrails were put in, but did not
see it done ; I did not go there after the first time when it was filled. The Indians often
showed me the soup. I tasted it, but could not eat it; tlmt is, it was very unpalatable,
though I suppose I could eat it rather than starve. The soup was issued every other day ;
it was made every day, but issued one day to the San tees, and the next day to tl:..e Winnebagoes, and while soup was issued to the Indians no other food was issued to them. 'l'he
Indians were very much dissatisfied, and said they could not live on soup. Colonel Thomp·
son told them if they could live elsewhere they ha~better go, but he did not want them
to go to the white settlements. After this agteat many o{ them left the agency and scattered up and down the river; some went to Fort Sully, and some to Fort Randall, to get
something to eat. No clothing had been issued to them since the fall of 1862, and consequently they suffered a great deal for the want of sufficient clothing. 'rheir condition
was such ilhat I encouraged them to go on a buffalo hunt, and I went with them, but I considered it very hazardous for them to go on account of their liability to perish ou account
of the storms and cold, in their unprotected condition. It was about the first of February,
but I considered it necessary to go in qrder to save them from starvation; about three hnnclred went on the hunt. I believe if all the Santees and WinnelHgoes had stayed at the
agency, that winter many of them would have starved to death. On this hunt they had
about fifty guns, furnished by Colonel Thompson, and bad no ponies, except mine, which
I took. vVe were absent about six weeks, and caunot speak of their treatment during my
absence. When I got back they had quit issuing soup, and they were issuing flour and
the beef above spoken of. They issued about one-fourth of a pound of flour per head and
three·fourths of a pound of beef per head during the spring and summer, though sometimes more or less, depending upon how many Indians were absent .• Sometimes flour and
meat were issued to the Indians that worked, in payment for their work ; they were always willing to work. During the summer of 1864, Hubbell and Hawley brought in another train from Minnesota, loaded with flour, I think about a thousancl sacks; the wagons were not covered, and they came over three hundred miles in that way, and there had
lleen a great deal of rain upon the flour. I have seen sacks of that flour weighed after
knocking out all the loose flour, and the sack would weigh nearly thirty pounds. This
flour was issued to the Indians by the sack, ninety-eight pounds to the sack, but when the
It;dians emptied the sacks they would often have to turn the sacks wrong-side out and
knock off the flour with clubs or axes. 'Jhe flour was second-rate.
the beef for the winter of 1864 and 1865 was killed and packed up the same as the
winter before, and was of a little better quality, but still a great deal of it was very poor
beef. More than half the Indians were gone during the entire winter, that is, more than
half the Santees ; their issues during that winter were about three-eigllths of a pound of
flour and nearly a pound of beef per head per day ; the flour was second-rate flour.
Many of them left last fall and went over towards the settlements in Minnesota, and did
not return until spring, and did not receive their clothing. During the fall, winter and
Fpring of 1863 and 1864 the Indians went as far as thirty miles up and down the Missomi
river from the agency, to the different camps of the military expeditions, to pick up the •
scattered corn that had been left by the horses and mules when fed, for the purpose of
eating it, and also to pick up dead mules and horses to eat. There was a great deal of
suffering from want of food and clothing, and I am satisfied that one woman actually died
of starvation. The influence upon the Indians, occasioned by the want of sufficient food and
clothing, has been very bad, and has had a demoralizing effect upon the Indians, many of
the women being compelled to prostitute their daughters in order to obtain food and clothing, and many women were compelled to prostitute themselves in order to enable them-
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selves to get something to eat. I am satisfied that ther0 were a great many such cases
occasioned by actual suffering and starvation.
Third question. State whether you have a church at the Crow Creek agency, the number of communica,nts, and the religious condition of the Indians ?
Third answer. We have a church there of the Presbyterian denomination, with about
two huudred communicants, who mostly joined the church about the time of i:emoval and
along at times since. Their attendance upon the religious services is quite good ; the
church is always filled ; it will seat about two hundred.
Fourth question. State the condition of the school.
Fourth answer. The school is very encouraging; the average attendance is a little over
one hundred ; the whole number of pupils during the year has been about three hundred.
There is a great desire on the part of the Indians to learn, and this has greatly increased
since their removal to Crow Creek agency. The progress of the pupils has often been retarded on account of their being compelled to go off and hunt food.
Fifth question. Do you know of Chester Adams, assistant Huperintendent, exchanging
oxen with parties passing the agency with trains? State particulars.
Fifth answer. I do remember of two or three cases where he exchanged oxen belonging
to the agency for lame oxen or broken·down oxen.
Sixth question. Has there been any physician at the agency?
Sixth answer. For a short time the Winnebago physician supplied the Santees with
medicines, but for a year pa::;t no provision has been made for medicine or medical attention. They very much need and are very desirous to have a phy~ician ; it would be an act
of mercy on the part of the government to furnish them with one.
JOHN P WILLIAMSON.

DAKOTA TERRITORY, VERMILLION, September 12, 1865.
Examination of Mahlon Wilkinson, Indian agent, as to affairs of Upper Missouri Indians.
Mahlon Wilkinson, being duly sworn, deposed :
First question. State your name and residence.
First answer. My name is MaLlon Wilkinson, and reside at Vermillion, Dakota, and am
Indian agent for the Crows, Assinneboines, Arickarees, Gros Ventres, and Mandans.
Second question. State the location, number, and general condition of the Crows.
Second answer. Their number is four thousand, as near as I have been able to ascertain.
Their country is the entire valley of the Yellowstone, above Bra7.os houses, running north
to the Missouri river, at or near .t he mouth of the Thfilk river. They are north of the Missouri river now, having been driven from their own country by the hostile Sioux. Parties
on boats going up the Missouri river estimated a party of Sioux on tb.e south side of the
Missouri river, who were after the Crow Indians, at fifteen hundred warriors; and they
were the Indians that fired into the boats the present season. The Crows are too weak to
fight the Sioux, and go north of the Missouri river for safety. They are very friendly, and
are the best Intlians on the Missouri river, I think. They are in good condition, have a
plenty of horses, and subsist by the chase. They are anxlous (all that I have seen) to
make a treaty, and their children to learn to read and write, and have a. permanent place
of abode, where they can raise corn, and be like the white people.
Third question. State the number, location, and condition of the Assinneboines.
Third answer. Their number is about four thousand, and their country is that part of
the Yellowstone valley below the Crows, and north to the British possessions, though I
do not know the exact boundaries of their country ; but they traverse the whole of that
part of the country north of the Missouri river, and most of them are now in the British
possessions. They are perfectly friendly with not only the whites but with all their neighboring tribes; and they are poor. They are willing to make treaties, or do most anything
that government may ask of them. I think a treaty should be made with them, in order
to extinguish their title to a latge portion of their country, to accommodate the travel to
Montano and Idaho, and for th~ purpose of making room for other Indians that may be
sent there.
Fourth question. State the number of the Arickarees, Gros Ventres, and Mandans; al:>o,
location and number.
Fourth answer. These three tribes live together, and number about two thousand. They
are at Fort Berthold during the summer, and in winter go into winter quarters away from
the fort. They are perfectly friendly to the whites, and want to make a. treaty. They say
they have been promised a treaty. They want protection, and say that they are hemmed
in by the Sioux. But they want a treaty, so that they can have protection; and want to
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with the Cro"·s, and the Crows want to unite with them. They cultivate and raise
a good deal of corn. I think last year they raised about twenty thousand bushels of corn
and cnltivated at least six hundred acres of corn.
Fifth question. What. amount of goods do you annually distribltte to all'\hese Indians?
Fifth :tnswer. Last year I distributed to all of these trib es a little less than eleven thousand dollars' worth, and this year there is a little less than eight thousand dollars' worth for
distribution. The treaty, under which goods to these Indin,ns are distributed, has now
expired.
Sixth question. State your opinion as to the necessity of further treaties being made with
these Indians.
Sixth answer. If we wish to preserve friendly relations with these Indians, it is absolutely necessary that treaties be made with them.
Saventh question. State what you know as to the manner in which the trade with the
Indians is conducted by the licensed traders.
Seventh answer. All the trade is now being done by the Northwestern Fur Company,
and I am very well satisfied with their way of conducting the trade; and think, under the
regulations they have adopted, many of the abuses of the old fur company will be correcte<l.
I was dis~atisfied with the manner in which the American Fur Company conducted their
business.
Eighth question. Have you made a distributien of goods to the Indians under your care
this season?
Eighth answer. I have not. I could not distribute to the Crows and ~-\ssinneboines ;
()n)y about eight of the Crows and twtenty of the Assinneboines came in. The goods are
all stored at Fort Union. I was expecting a second shipment of goods for the Arickarees,
Gros Ventres, and Mandans, and am awaiting the arrival of such shipment before distributing to them.
MARLON WILKINSON.

DAKOTA CITY, NEBRASKA 'IERRITOrtY, October 3, 1865.
Examination of Little Hill, chi~f, as to treatment of the Winnebago Indians .
.Chief Little Hill spoke as follows :
Yt•u are one of our friends, as it appears . We are very glad to meet you here. H ere
are some of our old chiefs with me, but not all. And we will tell you something about
bow we have lived for the four years past. Now, you see me here to-day. Formerly I did
not live as I do now. We used to livs in Minnesota. While we lived in Minnesota we
used to live in good houses, and always take our Great Father's advice, and do whatever
he told us to do. We used to farm and raise a crop of all we wanted every year. While
we 1i ved there we had teams of our own. 'Each family had a span of horses or vxen to work,
and had plenty of ponies; now, we have nothing. While we lived in Minnesota another
tribe of Indians committed depredations against the whites, and then we were compelled
to leave Minnesota. We did not think we would be removed from Minnesota; never
expected to leave ; and we were compelled to leave so suddenly that we were not prepared; not many could sell their ponies and things they had. The superintendent of the
farm for the Winhebagoes was to take care of the ponies we left there and bring them on
to us wherever we went; but he only brought to Crow Creek about fifty, and the rest we
do not lmow what became of them. Most all of us had put in om crops that spring before
' we left, and we had to go and leave everything but our clothes and household things; we had
but four days' notice. Some left their houses just as they were, with their stoves and household things in them. They promised us that they would bring all our ponies, but they only
'brought fifty, and the :hostile Sioux came one night and,stole all of them away. In the first
place, before we started from Minnesota, they told us th :~ t they had got a good country for us,
where they were going to put us. The interpreter here with me now (Bradford L. Porter)
was appointed interpreter, on the first boat that came round, to see to things for the In<lians on the trip round. Aft er we got on the boat we were as though in a prison. We
were fed on dry stuff all the tim e. We started down th e Mississippi river, and th~n up th e
Missouri to Dakota Territory, and there we found our superintendent, and stopped there,
(at Crow Creek.) Before we left Minnesota they told us that the ·superintendent bad
started on ahead of us, and would be there before us, and that he had plenty of Indians ,
and would have thirty houses built for us before we got there. After we got there they
J;ometimes give us rations, but not enough to go round most of the time. Some would
have to go without eating two or three days. It was not a good country ; it was all dust.
Whenever we cooked anythin6 it would be full of dust. We found out after a while we
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could not live there. Sometimes the women and children were sick, and some of them
died; and we think many of them died because they could not get enough to eat while
they were sick. We don't know who was to blame for our bad treatment-whether it was
our superintendent, Thompson, or whether it was our agent. We don't blame our agent,
Balcombe. He used to treat us very well while we were in Minnesota, and we cannot say
who was to blame at Crow Creek. For the past three years we suppose our Great Father
has sent us enoogh goods, provisions, and money, but we do not think we have got half of
it. Sometimes some of the women and children don't get much of what they ought to
have, only a piece of calico, or something like that. After we had remained at Crow Creek
awhile we discovered, or found out, that the whole tribe could not stay there. There wa.s
not enough to eat. The first winter one party ( Minnesheik's gang) started down the Missouri river as fat· as Fort Randall, where they wintered. Before Clark Thomp3on, the superintend,mt, left us, (the first fall after we went there,) he had a cottonwood trough
made and put beef in it, and sometimes a whole barrel of flour and a piece of pork, and
let it stand a whoie night, and the next morning, after cooking it, would give us some of
it to eat. We tried to use it, but many of us got sick on it and died. I am telling nothing
but the truth now. They also put in the unwashed intestines of the beeves and the liver
and lights, and, after dipping out the soup, the bottom would be very nasty and offensive.
Some of the old women and children got sick. on it and died.
Now, I will speak about our annuity goods. I think some of our goods-I know pretty
near where they have gone to. One time Major B<l.lcombe told me to take some goods in
the store. Major B. went into our storehouse and got the g-oods and gave them to me, and
to~d me to take them in the store and leave them, and I did.
There were six pieces of
calico that I carried into the store. One time I went in the store, and the storekeeper told
me they would have goods to-morrow. Next morning I went in again and saw some goods
there, and I think the goods belonged to the Winnebagoes, because no teams came there that
night from no way. What I have told you, not only I know, but some of the;;e chiefs know
also. I know one thing certain, that the pork and flour we left in MinnesJt.a, that belonged
to us, was brought over to Crow Creek and sold to us by Hawley & Hubbell, our storekeepers at Crow Creek I will pass and not say more aboht the provision, and s<Ly of things
since we left Cfow Creek . For myself, in the first place, I thought I could stay there for a
while and see the country. But I found out it wasn't a good country. I lost six of my
children, and so I came down the Missouri river. When I got re<tdy to start, some soldiers
came there and told me if I started they would fire at me. I had thirty canoes reariy to
start. No one interceded with the soldiers to permit me to go; but the next n1ght I got
away and started down the river, and when I got down as far as the t1wn of Yankton I
found a man there and got some provi:>ions ; then came on down further and got more provisions of the military authorities, and then went on to the Omahas. After we got to the
Omahas, somebody gave me a sack of flour; and some one told us to go to the other s'de of
the 1\Iissouri and camp, and we did so. vVe thought we Wlmld keep on down the Tiver,
but some one came and told us to stay, and we have been there ever since. Since that
time Mr. Graff has been finding rations for us; and I have been chief thirty years, and
have never seen such a man. He is a good man He has been feeding us good beef, flour,
and sometimes corn, ever since we have been down there. There is another good man
· close by us, and that is Colonel Furnas. We the chiefs have no particular complaint to make
against our present agent. It is some of our young men that speak against him. We are
very glad that Mr. Graff feeds us, and hope he will keep on. We don't know bow long he
will feed us. You see us here now. We are most all naked; the whole tribe. Some of
the tribe are more destitute of clothing than we are. We got some goods here now which
t he Great Father sent us. They are lying in the Omaha warehouse, and we don't know but
t hat the 1ats have eat them. There are a good many womeD and children that are naked
and cannot come out of their tents. Some of the young men work out and get something
for some of them to wear. The time I went to Washington last winter I asked the commissioner about my goods, and he said the goods had already been sent, and when I got
back the agent would give them to us. But when we ask our agent for them be will not
give them to us. 'fhe reason, I suppose, he will not give us onr goods, be is mad with us,
because our young men have been talking that the major would be removed and a new
agent appointed ; and we suppose he was mad about it, and when we went and asked for
the goods be told us to go to our new agent. That is the last wcrd I have heard from the
agent. Would like you to see about it. We left a good country in Minne:>ota. We like
our pre&Jent place on the Omaha reservaticn very well, ami, if our treaty is ratified, we shall
be well satisfied.
27
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DAKOTA CITY, October 3, 1865.
Oounty of Dakota:
Examination of Winnebago chiefs in relation to treatment of their tribe.
Chief Big Bear spoke as follows :
I am very glad to see yon here, and that the Great Father has sent you here to examine into our affairs. What Little Hill, our chief, has said is all true. I have never seen
the Winnebagoes so poor as they are now. I know there is an annuity of twenty thousand dollars per year coming to us ; sometimes we get part of it, sometimes eight
dollars per year, and I don't know what becomes of the balance. I know since I have
been in chiefs place I always have tried to see that the Indians get their money
and goods. Many years ago we used to get lots of goods ; when we were in the State
of Iowa the men used to get two pairs of blankets and the women got five blankets
apiece, but I don't know what becomes of the goods now. One time last winter I went
to our agent and wanted to see the invoice of our goods, but he would not let me see it.
We are to have twenty thousand dollars in goods each year, but I don't think the goods
we get are worth that amount. During the three years past we have not received goods
enough ; some of the men did not get a blanket, and some of the women did not get blankets; some of the women only. got two or three yards of calico. I think the twenty thousand dollars ought to buy goods enough to go round. Before we left Minnesota we used to
have an abundance of provisions. What I have said to you is true. Little Hill told you
about the soup made in the cottonwood trough at Crow Ureek ; it is all true ; I tasted it ;
it was bad. One time my wife went and got some ar..d I tasted it, but could not swallow
it, and told her to go and throw it out-the dog" might eat it. I would not eat that soup ;
I had to go two or three days without anything to eat. I was very sick, and had hard
time to get any one to work for me so that my family could get along. I can stand it two
or three days without anything to eat now, but it was very hard then. All I have said is
true, and I have nothing further to say now.

TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA,

NEBRASKA TERRITORY, Dakota City, October 3, 1865.
Examination of Little Chief in relation to treatment of Winnebago Indians.
Whirling Thunder, chief, spoke as follows:
What. these two chiefd, Little Hill and Big Bear, have said before me is very true, and
now I will have to say a few words. Some years ago we used to get lots of goods and
money, and the agent would get them and show them to us that we might see that all
was going on right. At that time Mr. Fletcher was agent for us. At that time weal ways got
our money in gold and silver; now, since Major Balcom be has been our agent, be has mostly
given us orders on the store. Major Balcombe, when he first came as our agent at Minnesota, bought berries of our women and paid them out of the Indian flour. What I have
said, with what Little Hill and Big Bear have said, is all. We shall not forget Dr. Graff.

DAKOTA CITY, October 3, 1865.
County of Dakota:
Examination of Chief Decorah as to treatment of Winnebago Indians.
Chief Decorah stated as follows:
I am very glad to see you here, and that the Great Father has sent you to see us. I suppose he sent you to see how we are getting along and how Wtl are treated now. What
these three chiefs, Little Hill, Big Bear, and Whtrling Thunder, have said to you before
me, is very true. Hitherto we have received twenty thousand dollars per year, and last
year we got but fifteen thousand dollars, and I want to know what has become of the
other five thousand. I hope you will get our goods this fall, and I hope our ftiend Docter Graff will help us to get our goods this fall. I hope our a:sent, Major Balcombe,
will not pay any attention to the complaints of our young men, but li"ten to the chiefs. I
hope hereafter we will live wefl, get a gooJ cvuntry and Jive in it. This is all I have to
say. We don't blame Major Bc\lcowbe for all these things; some one else may be to blame;
we don't know.

TERRITORY Ol!' NEBRASKA,
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DAKOTA CITY, NEBRASKA, O,tober 3, 1865.
Examination of Bradford L. Porter as to treatment of Winnebagoes.
Bradford L. Porter, of lawful age, bein~ duly swor;1, doth depose and say :
I am a member of the Winnebago tribe of Indians, and am thirtv-nin 'l y~:us_ of age, an rl
have been acting as a teacher in the ·w innebago schools, and have alw tys been with the
tribe. Have been teaching school seven years. On the 4th day of May, 1863, I went on
a steamboat at Mankato, Minnesota, to go to Crow Creek ; there were about eleven hundred of the Wirmebagoes on the b r)at, and we went to H~tnnibal, Mi~souri, and there
crossed by railroad to ~t. Joseph, and there got on the West Wind and went up the Missouri liver to Crow Ureek, where we arrived .June 10. I acted as an interpreter for the IlldiJ.ns with me on that trip, a part of my duty being to see the sick ; the rations were
principally h ard bread aud bacon, Rometimes a little b-t.ker's bre td ; we ha1 no t ea nor
coffee. I issued the rations to the Indians genet·ally. A Mr. Ole tveland furnished the rations and SO'lletimes i~sned; sometimes he issued flour, but not much, because we could not
cook it on the boat. We boiled some of our meat at Fort Snelling, which lasted awhile.
Our rations were insufficient in quantity; we were crowded on the boat; there was considerable sickness on the boat. In the fall after we got to Crow Creek, our beef was mostly
very poor, nothing but skin and bones some of it. The first year we were at Crow Creek
about one hundred barrels of pork and some flour were issued to the Indians who worked,
in payment for their work. I was at Crow Creek wh Pn the srmp was made in the cottonwood kettle, under the direction of Superintendent Thompson. I have seen them put in
unwashed intestines into the soup, also light~ and liver of the beeves ; they also put in
mess pork just as it was taken out of the brine. The soup was very bad ; it would make
some of the Indians vomit to eat it . Some portio:1 of the tim e we were at Crow Creek we
were well fed, and at other times n early starved. Thomps')n was there most of the time
the first season until some time in December, and controlled the afftil.1s of the agency, and
Major Balcombe had but little to do while Tllompson was there.
BRADFORD L. PORTER.
NEw YORK, April 15, 1865.
The UNITED STATES, for Upper Missouri Sionx, bought of CRONIN, HruRXTHAL & SEARS,
10 pairs 2~ pt. white Mac. blankets, at $17. •••• ~-------------------------- $170
20 pairs 3 pt. scarlet Mac. blankets, at $24 .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 480
15 pairs 3 pt. indigo Mac. blankets, at $24- ••••••••••••• ----------··------ 3t:i0
15 pairs 2~ pt. indigo Mac. blankets, at $20_····-······-------------------- 300
15 pairs 2~ pt. gentian Mac. blankets, at $16 ••••••••••• • ------ •••••••••••••• 240
68 yards saved list blue cloth, at $4 50 •••••.••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••• 306
12
6 pounds cotton thread, at $2 •••••••••••••••• ------ .•••••••••••••••••••••••
601! yards calico, at 45 cents .•••••••••.•••••.••••..••• ------ •••••••••••••• 270
403yardschecks, stripes and plaids, at 60 cents_ ••••••••••. ---------·----- 241
4 gross worst~Jd gartering, at $5 •••••••••••••.•••••••• _•••.••••.••••••• _••••
20
97 yards plaid linseys, at 65 cents .•••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••
63
55
92t yards brown drilling, at 60 cents ........... ---······------· ••••..•••••••
135~ yard,; ticking, at 75 cents .••••••••••••••••• -------- •••••• ···-- •••. ---- 101
4 dozen linen shirts, at $17 •••••••••••••••• _••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••
68
20
4 pi:\irs wrappers, at $5 .••••••••••••••••••••••• ····-· •••. -------- ••••••••••
Case and strapping ____ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••••••••••
3
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------FoRT SuLLY, DAKOTA TERRITORY, October 23, 1865.
Edward T. Latta, being duly sworn, is ex!l.mined by Hon. A. W. HuBBARD, and testifies as follows :
Question. State your name, ret-id ence, and your occupation at the present time .
.Answer. Edward T Latta; my residence is Leavenworth city, Kansas; I am in the
trading post here; that is about all my occupation ; I have no trade at howe.
Question. State the capacity in which yon are acting at this place.
Answer. I am act.ing as clerk fur T. Brenguier & Co. ; I came up here for J. A. Coffey & Co.
Question. Have you taken charge of Indian matters here -distributing Indian goods?
Answer. I have--a very small portion.
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Question. Under whose direction were those distributions made?
Answer. Under the directions of S. lVI. Latta, the agent.
Question. State where S. M. La'tta resides.
Answer. At Leavenworth city, Kansas.
·Question. State bow long it has been since be was here.
Answer. What time he went from here I could not s<J.y ; he was here on or about the
'lst of May last.
Question. How long- did be remain here?
Answer. I could not say, as I was in Iowa when he came up here; I went to Iowa the
last of November.
QueFtion. Has be been htte at this post for the last three months?
Answer. He has not.
Question. What amount of goods have you distributed here?
Answer. Tbree thonsand one hundred and thirty-one dollars, value.
Question. Where had those goods been stored since their arrival here up to the time of
distribution?
Answer. In T. Brenguier & Co.'s warehouse.
'Question. Were those goods distributed uy you for the agent?
Answer. Yes, under his instructions.
Qnestion. What became of the vouchers?
Answer. The receipts? I forwarded them to him.
Question. Has there bt>en any other person here acting as 'Indian agent within the last
three or fonr months besides yourself?
Answer. No, sir
Question. Has the Indian agent any interest with the traders at this point, in the trade?
Answer. No. sir.
Question. Have you any knowledge of when the agent will be here again ?
Answer. He would have been here at the time thit; commi~sion came up, (U.nd he wrote
me to that effect,) but he lost hi,; yuuogest child, and his wife was so unwell he could not
leave. I think he will be here in a week or two.
'
Question. What do you know about the manner in which trade is conducted with the
Indians by the traders at this post? Do you know anything about the manner in which it
is conducted?
Answer. I db not. I have not been in the trading room, but in an adjoining room, and
I do not know. I do not do any trading whatever.
Question. Is there anybody doing any trading here under license from Mr. Latta, as
agent?
Answer. I think not-indeed, I may say, there is 1 ot. All the licensa he has given is
to Coffee & Co., and they are not here.
Questi(m. Do you know where the agent for the upper part of the river, Wilkinson, is?
Answer. I do not; I am not acquainted with him.
Question. Do you know how the business of his agency is conducted ?
Answer. I do not.
Question. Does that cover all you know about these subjects?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. Do you know of anything else that would be of interest or importance to us in
connexion with matters here?
Answer. I do not believe I do.
I, William Tripp, make the following affi(lavit :
That l visited the Yankton agency, in D tkota Territory, while Colonel Redfield was the
agent for the Yankton Indians, and saw tbe condition of 1hrtt trille at that time. That
while the Hon . W. A. Burleigh was their agent I often vhiited said agency, and during
the winter of 1865 was stationed at said ugt·ncy with troops, and had a good opportunity
of knowing how the business of that agency was conducted by Agent Burleigh. The condition of the Indians, their habits and general appe:uctnce, Wt:!l'e much improved during
Agent Burleigh's administration. Their chiefs and leading men expressed themselves entirely satisfied with Agent Burleigh, and regretted that b e wa:; to leave them aDd a new
man was to take his place.
WILLIAJI TRIPP.
Testimony of John Mechling, of Kittanning, PennsylYania.
Deponent, after being duly sworn, makes the following affidavit :
Question. Were yon at the Yankton agency, in Dakota 'l'erritory, while W. A. Burleigh
was agent for the Yankton Indians ; and if so, how long?
Answer. I reached Eaid agency May 22, 1861, in cowpany with W. A. Burleigli!, when
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he entered upon the discharge of his duties at the agency, and remained there as employe
upon said agency until the 5th day of July, 1865, when I left said agency for my home in
Pennsylvania.
Question. What was your employment at said agency?
Answer. I was employed at said agency by W. A Burleigh, as a tin and coppersmith,
and required in his absen~e to manage the affa.irs of said agency.
Question. What do you know about his distribution of the Indian annuity goods during
his administration at said agency?
Answer. I was present at the distribution of tre goods to the Yankton Indians, to all
bands, and I know that ali the goods received by said Burleigh were received by the chiefs
of their respective bands; and I know that all of the goods t Htt were received by the said
Burleigh for the sa.id Indians were delivered by the said Burleigh to the same band for
which they were intended.
Question: Were you present at the last payment to said Indians by the !:"'aid Bm;leigh?
Answer. I was; and saw the amount paid to each Indhu during the four years that the
said Burleigh acted as agent, and know that each Indian received all that the pay-roll
showed to be their due, and know that they represented themselves fully satisfied with the
payments.
Question. What do you know about the flour that was purchased for said Indians last
spring by Agent Burleigh?
Answer. I was present when a steamboat reached the agency last spring with a large lot
of flour for the Yanl(ton Indians. It was all delivered to the Indians by the said Burleigh
from Eaid boat, after the use of which the Indians expressed themselYes fully satisfied.
Question. What was the condition of the Yankton ,agency in 1865, when Agent Burleigh left there, compared with what it was when he took charge of it?
Answer. Its condition was permanently improved, to wit: The erection of many useful
and valuable buildings for mills. work-shops, &c., in addition to a large number of comfortable houses for Indians for residences, and a thousand acres ploughed and fenced for the
u~e of Sftid Indians.
Question. How ·were Agent Burleigh's prh,ate family supplies kept-by themselves or
separate and apart from those of the Indians?
Answer. They were all kept separate, and marked in a manner to distinguish each from
the other.
Question. What became of the stock purchased by Agent Burleigh for the use of the
Indians?
Answer. They were killed and consumed by the Indians upon said agency, as the Indians told me, to keep them from starvation.
Question. State wh~tber or not said Burleigh made any effort, and if so, what, to instruct the Indian boys in the mechanic arts?
Answer . I know that Agent Burleigh made his best efforts to instruct the Indian boys in
the arts of agriculture and mechanics, and their parents would not allow it to be done.
All Indians regard labor as disgrace-ful.
Questbn. State what you know, jf anything, about a school for Indians .during the first
two years of th e administration of Doctor Burleigh as agent of said Indians .
Answer. The doctor, during the two first years of his admin~stration, bad two female
schools establiEhed and continued for the education of the young Indians . But it proved
a failure, for the reason that the Indians could not be prevailed upon to attend sufficiently
.
regular to accomplish any practical purpose.
Question. Were yon usually present at the half-breed payments, and do you know how
the payments were made by Agent Burleigh ?
Answer. I was always present at the half-breed p~yments, and know that they were paid
the amounts in cash, as stated on their pay-rolls
Question. What do you know about goods purchased by Frank La Frambois at the Yankton agency, A. D. 1861?
Answer. I know that Mr. Burleigh let Mr. Frambois have about four hundred dollars
worth of gooda belonging to Mr. Falk, the Indian trader at the agency, upon the order of
C. E. Galpin, Ivlr. Falk being absent at the time.
Question. Were you present at the distribution of the annuity gnods to the Yankton
Indians by Agent Redfield in the spring of 1861 ; and if so, what proportion were distributed?
Answer. I waq present, and the goods were all distributed at the time.
Question During the time while you were employed at the Yankton agency by Agent
Burleigh, did you work for said Burleigh upon his fctrm or anywhere else, excJpt at s ~lid
agency for the Indians?
.An:;wer. I never did.
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Question. During the time of Doctor Burleig-h's holding the office of agent of the Yankton Indians, did you know of any of the agency employes working for Doctor Burleigh
upon his farm or elsewhere, except upon the agency?
Answer. I did not; and such could not have been the case without my knowledge.
Question. Do you know whether e>r not the Indians cc~lled upon Agent Burleigh to see
the invoices of the annuity goods at any time ; and if so, were they allowed to see them ?
Answer. I do ; and Agent Burleigh caused them to be read in their preJSence and bearing
by a person of their own ~>election, and that person uniformly went with the agent and
the chiefs and Faw that they were all distributed to them.
Question. What do you know, if anything, about timber and other material for a Echoolbouse which Agent Burleigh cnt and hauled during the first year that be was at the agency?
Answer. Doctor Burleigh cut and hauled timber, and furnished other material to build
a school-bouse, ano then at the request of Struck by the Ree, head chief of the Yankton In'dians, whoo the Indian troubles commenced, used it in constructing a block-bouse for the
protection of the whites and Indians at the Yankton agency.
Question. What was done with the farming tools purchased by Agent Burleigh while in
charge at the Yankton agency?
Answer. They were all either delivered to the Indians or left by said Burleigh in the
warehouse upon the agency when Doctor Burleigh left said agency last June.
Question. When the Indians' goods were landed at the agency, how were they guarded
until they were delivered to the Indians?
Answer. The Indians requested the privilege of guarding their own goods until they
were distributed to them, and were provided with arms and ammunition by Agent Burlei~h for that purpose, and always guarded their goods night and day until they were distributed per capita.
Question. What was the condition of the Yankton Indians when Agent Burleigh left
them, compared with their condition when be became their agent?
Answer. Very much improved in all respects.
Question. How did the Indians regard Agent Burleigh?
Answer . They were fully satisfied with Doctor Burleigh as a~ent, and all trouble was
occasioned by a few French and half-breeds, who could not be permitted by said Burleigh
to mingle with and demoralize the Indians.
JOHN MECHLING.

Testimony of Charles E. Galpin :
Question. State what you know of the purchase of goods from Doctor Burleigh by F.
La Frambois, anri of the general management of the aff<lirs of the Yankton agency under
said Burleigh's charge.
Answer. Charles E Galpin, being duly sworn, depose and says, that he is a resident of
Dakota Territory; am acquainted with Hon. W. A. Burleigh, late agent of the Yankton
Indians; that during the autumn of 1861 I caused to be purchased of A. J . Faulk, at that
time trader at the Yankton agency, for the use of F . La Frambois and his family, goods and
merchandise to the amount of ($4:18 68) four hundred and eighteen and fcfo dollars, as per
bill hereunto attached, and that I paid Mr. A. J. Faulk for the same on the 16th day of
November, 1862. Mr. F. La Frambois has been in my employ for the past eighteen years,
.and these are the only goods which he has ever received from Mr. Faulk or any other per,son at the said Yankton agency.
I further state that I have been familiar with tbe Yankton Indians for the past twenty
years, and have traded with them each and every year during Raid tim e. I Epeak and
~unden·tand perfectly their language, and during the administ1ation of Mr. Burleigh, as
their agent, have bad f1 equent conversations with their principal men, in regard to the
:E.aid Burleigh and their intercourEe with the United States, and I always found them more
.disposed to the general government, somewhat to my l'Urprise under the peculiar circumstances under which Mr Burleigh assumed the said agency, and I nm happy to say that
the condition of the Indians was greatly improved, both morally and phyt::ically, under his
.administration, and the Indians always expressed themselves satisfied with the s.ame.
The goods referred to in this affidavit were delivered to Mr. La Frambois by Mr. W. A.
.Burleigh in the absence of Mr. Faulk, but I paid Mr. Faulk for the same at the time above
.stated.
This deponent further states, that during the years 1861 and '62 I was at the said
'Yankton agency with my wife, who is a Sioux woman, and learned from her and others of
ti.J e Yankton tribe that:. school was in operation at the said agency.
I furth er state that the tran:sactions between the said Burleigh and Charles F. Picotti
;and Colvin Campbell, in relation to their half-breed money and lands, were entered into
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by said Burleigh at my request, and at the earnest solicitation of the said Picotti and
Campbell, and I know the said transactions to be fair, honest, and legitimate on the part
of said Burleigh.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 22d day of February, 1866,
C. E. GALPIN.
1861.
Q.ct, 26. To cash .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $10 00
300 pounds sugar, at 15 cents........................ 45 00
50 pounds coffee, at 25 cents .••••••••••••••••••••• -·-- 12 50
6 pounds tea, at 70 cents.--- •••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 20
100 pounds tobacco, at 28 cents....................... 28 00
4 bushels corn, at $1 25 .••••••••••••••• ---- •••• ......
5 00
4:sacksflour, at ·$5 ····-··---------·············---- 20 00
12! ya.rds gray list cloth, at $1 50 .••••••••••• ---·-.... 18 75
20! yards scarlet, at $2 .......... ---- ........... ---- il 00
63 yards ticking, at 20 cents.......................... 12 60
43 yards blue drilling, at 20 cents .•••••.••••• --------8 60
230 yards print, at 15 cents .••• ---------------------- 34 50
12 red wool shirts, at $1 25 .••••••••••••••• ---------- 15 00
2 knit jackets, at $1 50 .............. ---- •••••• -----3 00
2 dozen coarse combs .•••.••••••••••••••••••••• -----1 50
75
1 dozen fine co1nbs .•••••••••. .••••••••• :..... •••• ••••••
2 papers pins.......................................
25
12 spools tkread .•••••. ~-----··----·--·····-------75
8 pounds beads .•••••••••.•••••••••.••••••••••••• _... 10 00
3 50
35 bushels small cut •• ·-··········----··········--···
I sack shot..........................................
3 00
30 yards bl<eachedcotton, at 20 cents..................
6 00
16 yards striped shirting .••••••••• _•••.••••••••••••• _
3 00
40 yards plaid .•••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 14 00
3 20
16 yards check, at 20 cents..........................
1 drab cap .••••.•••••••••••.•••••• ---------------·-·
50
12 assorted butcher knives............................
4 00
6 pairs woollen socks .................. -------------·
2 40
6 sets ear-rings .••••••••••••••••..••.••••• -----------·
75
1 broadclotlt overcoat -----------· •••• .... .......... 12 00
6~ yards satinet .••••.•••••.••• ---- •••• •••• •••• ••••••
5 00
By 1 double wagon and set harness ................ ----........
To 24! yards blue list cloth, at 62 cents................. 64 19
145 yards shirting, at 15 cents......................... 21 75
1 set dominoes .••••• ..•• •••• .••••• •••••• .••••• ••••••
1 50
2 25
1 frying pan, 1 coffee mill •••••••• __ .•••••• _.. . • • • • •
4 thimbles..........................................
24:

418 68
Settled by Charles E. Galpin. Note, November 16,
1862, f~r ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

$100 00

100 00
318 68
418 68

Deposition of Thomas 0. Powers.
Said Thomas C. Powers being duly sworn, states as follows :
First question. State your place of residence and occupation.
First answer. I am residing at Fort Sully at this time, but two years ago I lived at
Yanktou, Dakota Territory.
Second question. State the business in which you were engaged in the summer and fall
of 1863.
Second answer. I was then acting as surveyor at the Crow Creek Indian agency ; this
was the case until some time in August, and the remainder of the season I worked for and
n company with Pease, having some intereat with him.
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Third question. State what you know about some cattle straying away from the agency,
and about Judd Lamore being sent for them.
Third answer. Some cattle strayed away from the agency, and Colonel Thompson, the
superintendent, came to me and requested me to go and bunt them up. I went. I met
Judd Lamore at Randall. He had stopped them, and told me it was worth twenty-five
dollars. He wanted to know if I would pay him ; that he had had a good deal of trouble
in running after them, &c. I told him I would speak favorably of it to Colonel Thompson.
'fhe cattle, numbering some seventy or eighty head, were taken back to the agency, in
charge of Mr. Cooper, along with Lamore. I did not go back with the cattle, but went
along up to the agency two or three days afterwards. The cattle had arrived at the agency
before I got there. Colonel Thompson paid Lamore the twenty-five dollars on my recommendation.
Fourth question. State whether you sold to Colonel Thompson any of these cattle or any
other cattle which had strayed away from the agency.
Fourth answer. I did not: I never made any such sales either directly or indirectly,
and know nothing of any such sales being made.
·
Jl'ifth question. How long were you in the employ of Colonel Thompson in connexion
with the cattle-hunting-up, &c.?
Fifth answer. About six or seven days.
Sixth question. State what you know about Adams, who acted as farmer or assistant
superintendent, exchanging the cattle of the agency for other cattle belonging to freighters,
Sixth answer. I know of his exchanging cattle with parties in one im~tance, but I am
certain that Adams got the best of the bargain. He got that which was fit for beef, in
exchange for work cattle. I do not know of Colonel Thompson making any such ex
changes, and Colonel Thompson was not present at the time the exchange named wa
made; the colonel was then absent from the agency, and did not know of it.
Seventh question. State the manner generally in which Colonel Thompson managed the
affairs of the agency while controlling the same as superintendent.
Seventh answer. I am satisfied the business was well managed by him. I think no
favoritism was shown, either in the purchase of supplies or the employment of laborers.
THOMAS C. POWERS.

[CIRCULAR]
RACINE, Wi'sconsin, May 10, 1865.
Sm: As you have had considerable experience in the administration of Indhm affairs, o
other means of observation, I am instructed by the Joint Committee of Congress charged
to make inquiry into the condition of the Indian tribes, and their treatment by the civil
and military authorities, to submit for your consideration the following questions, and to
ask an answer in writing, viz:
1st. During how long a period, and in what capacity, in the civil or military service,
have you had experience in Indian affairs; or, what other means of observation have you
had, and with what tribe or tribes?
2d. Are they increasing or decreasing in numbers, and from what causes?
3d. What diseases are most common and most fatal among them, and from what causes?
4th. To what extent does intoxication prevail among them, and what legislation, or
practical regulation by the department, do you suggest to prevent or mitigate the evil?
5th. From your best information and belief, to what extent does prostitution prevail
among them, and the diseases consequent upon it; and to what extent does it diminish
their numbers and enfeeble their offspring?
6th. State any other fact bearing upon the causes.of their decay, and what, if any, is the
best practical remedy?
7th. Which, in your opinion, is the best policy, as white settlements advance and surround Indian reservations-to maintain the Indians upon them and endeavor to resist encroachments, or to remove them to new reserves, remote from settlements ?
8th. Is it best that their lands should be held in common, or in severalty?
9th. If held in severa1ty, is it safe to confer the power of alienation of real estate upon
Indians ; if so, upon what classes, and under what limitations?
.
lOth. What proportion of them, upon their reservations, give attention to agriculture, .
or stock raising; and which are they, males or females, half-breeds or full-bloods?
11th. What has been the effect of schools among them, and what kind of schools do you
recommend as most advantageous for them, and what is your opinion of manual-labor
schools?
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12th. What has been the effect of Christian missions among them, and ,what do you recommend llpon that subject?
13th. As to the country called the Indian territory, what do you recommend in relation
to that, after its pacification? Should it be held by the tribes, under former treaty stipulations, or under new treaty arrangements; or be organized into a territorial government
for the civilized tribes; and if the latter, upon wbat conditions and limitations as to residence, suffrage, eligibility to offic•), and powers of the separate tribes therein?
14th. Ought money annuities to Indians to be discontinued, as f<:~.r as consistent with
treaty obligations?
15th. What proportion actually reaches the bands of the Indians?
16th. What proportion is received by the trader for goods and supplies already advanced?
17th. What proportion is squandered for intoxicating drinks, or in gambling?
18th. Wh at can be practically done to secure the Indian against the two latter evils when
payments in money, or in supplies of goods and clothing, are made?
· 19th. What is the practical operation of the "order system" adopted by the licensed
traders among them ? 'State your opinion of the merits of the same.
20th. Under what department of the government, the War Department Ol' the Interior,
should the Bureau of Indian Affairs be placed, to secure the best and most economical
administration of it ? State your opinion and reasons.
21st. In setting apart reserves, is it advisable to do so by treaty with the tribes, or to do
so by law, or by regulation of the department, enforcing the same by arms?
22d. What proportion of the children are orphans, and to what extent would it be
practicable for the Indian Bureau to place orphan children in the families of Christian
white men, to be trained and educated )u the EnglisL language and in the habits of
civilized life?
23d. State any other matter of fact which, in your opinion, would improve the present
system of Indian affairs in principle, or in administration, and prevent frauds upon the Indian and upon the government.
You will please forward your answer by mail, directed to me at Racine, 'Wisconsin, on or
before the first day of September next.
Respectfully, yours,
J. R. DOOLITTLE, Chairman, ll{c.

Reply of General Pope.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE 1\IISSOURI,

St. Louis, JJ!Iissouri, - - - , 1865.
Sm: Your Jetter enclosing a list of printed questions concerning Indian affairs, &c., has
be(m received, and the following replies submitted :
To question 1st. As captain of topographical engineers, United States army, I spent a great
portion of the time from May, 1849, to September, 1859, on the plains and in the mountains, on military and exploration duty, and in that period have had more or less acquaintance with almost all the Indian tribes between the great lakes and the Colorado of the West,
and between the Gulf of Mexico and the northern boundary of the United States.
My opportunities for observation have been good, as I have been brought into direct contact with most of the tribes, and have been in several instances called upon by the government for reports concerning them, and concerning military dispositions for protection
of overland routes to California and frontier settlements in Texas, Arkansas, Kansas, Iowa,
Minnesota, and the Territoties west of these States.
From 1862 to February, 1865, I have been commanding the department of the northwest, which included the States of Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa, and the Territories of
Dakota and Montana. Since February 4, 1865, I have bad added to this command the States
of Kansas and Missouri, and the Tenitories of Colorado, Nebraska and Utah. The tribes
of Indians with which I have bad more or leEs acquaintance are the Chippewas of the
Great Lakes, Winnebagoes, Sioux, Arapahoes, Cheyennes, Pawnees, Comanches, Kiowas,
Apaches of the Plains, Lipans, Apaches of New Mexico and Arizona, Jicarilla Apaches,
Navajoes, and Utes.
To question 2d. They are rapidly decreasing in numbers from various causes : By disease;
by wars; by cruel treatment on the part of the whites-both by irresponsible persons and
by government officials; by unwise policy of the government, or by inhumane and dishonest administration of that policy; and by steady and resistless encroachments of the
white emigration toward the west, which is every day confining the Indians to narrower
limits, and driving off or ldlling the game, their only means of subsistence.
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To qnestion 3d. I think venereal diseases, particularly secondary syphilis, the most common and destructive. It is to be doubted whether one Indian, man or woman, in five, is
free from this disease or its effects.
To question 4th. The Indian has a natural and wholly uncontrollable passion for ardent
spirits, and will get drunk when he can; a fact '"ell known to Indian traders, who minist<lr
to this propensity for their pecuniary profit.
To question 5th. It is difficult to answer this question, unless the fact of the universal
prevalence of venereal diseases is sufficient evidence of prostitution.
To question 7th. This question is fully answered in the printed copies of my letters and
reports to the War Department on the subject, which are hereto appended, and to which I
ask the special attention of your committee.
To question 8th. Same answer as above.
To question 9th. Same answer as abvve.
To question 11th. Same answer as above.
Question 12th. 'fhe effect has not, in my opinion, been so perceptible or so good as it
ought to have been, or as was fairly to be expected; arising mainly from the fact that the
Christian missionaries and instructors have never had a fair opportunity, for reasons fully
set forth in the printed letters and reports referred to in my answer to question 7th. The
reason, for this want of success in Christianizing and civilizing the Indians, (as far as such a
thing can be done,) and the means to obviate the difficulties so far insuperable, are fully
set forth in these printed documents.
To questions 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th. Reference is made to the same printed
documents, above referred to, in which my opinions of all these matters are fully given.
To question 19th. I am utterly opposed to the whole system of trade with Indians, as it
exists at present. The printed documents heretofore mentioned contain a code of trade
regulations which, in my opinion, would obviate nBn)' of the evils and frauds upon the
Indians of the present system of trading-. They were carefully drawn up by me, and submitted to the government for approval ; but have not yet been approved, as they are believed to be, in some respects, not in accordance with the laws of Congress on the subject.
The attention of your committee is respectfully invited to them.
Question 20th . .Aside from any question whether the Indian agents appointed from civil
life, and for small political services, or the officers of the army, commanding on the frontier,
are most likely to administer honestly and faithfully a public trust, involving heavy disbursements of money and goods, and opportunities for lan·l speculations and other species
of fraud, it seems to me very clear that the present divided jurisdiction of Indian affairs is
the worst possible arrangement. When the Indians are at war with the whites, the duty
of controlling them falls upon the army. The moment the Indians exhibit, or are supposed
to exhibit, a desire for peace, the civil agents step in to make it.
Of course there is, and must always be, debatable ground between a condition of war and
a condition of peace, upon which the military and civil officers are rarely a15reed. Conflicts
of authority and of jurisdiction and differences of opinion l:'xe constantly arising which have
no result, except to render the whole management of Indian relations inefficient, to say no
worse. The Indian agents, influenced by contractors, by traders, and by the merchants
from whom Indian supplie,~ are bought, are constantly anxious to make treaties of peace
with Indians. Every such treaty involves the expenditure of much money, and the oftener
treaties are made the larger are the profits to everybody, except the Indian and the government. Officers of the army, who have spent their whole lives on the frontier, and who
are held responsible for every murder, every robbery, and every irregularity committed by
Indians, and whom long experience has made familiar with Indian character and habits,
are better qualified, perhaps, to judge of the proper time and the proper circumstances to
make a treaty with Indians, and of the most judicious terms of such a treaty, in view of
future quiet, than a civil agent, recently appointed, who has no experience, whatever, of
frontier life, and no practical knowledge whatever of the business with which he is intrusted,
nor of the people with whom he is to deal. Whether this is so or not, it is quite certain
that a business tnus divided between two departments, acting independently ~f each otherexcept so far as they may choose to act in concert-must be done in an inefficient and unsatisfactory manner. It is my opinion, as, I doubt not, it is the opinion of every man who
has ever considered the matter, that the whole management of the Indians should be confided to one branch of the government,and not confused and distracted by the operations
of two sets of officials, differing in opinion and embarrassing each other by conflicting action.
Whether the whole subject should be committed to the Interior Department or the War
Department seems easy to answer.
The nece~ity of using soldiers to protect emigration and frontier settlements, and to enforce the observance of treaties with Indians, demands that the War Department should have
very much to do with our Indian relations and the management of Indian affairs. There
is no such necessity for · any action of the Interior Department, and the Indian Bureau is
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merely an excrescence upon that department. Army officers on the frontier can now, as
they did in former times, perform all the duties of Indian agents and superintendents,
without any increase of army pay. They can make such treaties with Indians as are
thought judicious by the government, and they have the military power to enforce any
treaties they do make. The Indian, when he makes an agreement with a commander of
military forces, understands very well that he is dealing with a man who can force him to
obr;;erve his agreement, and he respects both the man and his own promises accordingly.
That army officers would disburse money and goods to the Indians with as much honesty
and prudence as the Indian agent is not to be questioned. Aside, therefore, fr.:>m other
reasons why the whole care of the Indians should be committed to the War Department, it
is very certain that by doing so the entire army of Indian agents can be mustered out of
the service, and their pay and expenses saved to the government.
My main reason, however, for saying that the ·war Department should have exclusive
control of Indian affairs is ba.<;ed upon the absolute conviction that those affairs would be
better and more homstly administered, and that our Indian relations would at once be
placed upon a footing far more satisfactory, both to the government and to the Indian.
'l'o question 21st. It is better to set apart reserves by the action of the proper department,
to he subsequently confirmed by law, and to enforce their occuration by the Indians.
It is needless, as it seems to me, to give reasons for this opidon The governmeont
knows the situation, the progreFs and dirt::ction of emigration and of frontier settlement,
and its own power to protect Indians upon the reservations aEsigned them, better than the
Indians can possil>ly know such things. It is certain that the government is not now able
to assign or to assure to the Indians reservations sufficiently extensive to enable them to
subsist themselves by hunting. They must, therefore, be ·partially subsisted by the government, and, of course, such places must be selected for reservations as are easy of access
by steamer or railroad, otherwise the expense to the government will be extremely great.
To question 22d. I cannot answer this question.
To question 23d. My views and opinions concerning Indian affairs are the result of more
than ten years of constant service on the frontier among Indians. They are fully set forth
in the printed letters and reports made by me at various times to the vVar Depattment,
and hereto appended.
I respectfully refer your committee to these documents for details, and for the reasons
upon which I base my answers to many of the foregoing questions.
As I have been influenced in these views and my action upon them solely by a purpose
to serve the public interests, by endeavoring to point out and, as far as I could, correct
abuses in the present administration of Indian affairs, protect the Indian as well as the
government against fraud and wrong, and at least remove the reproach of inhumanity to
the Indian tribes, now justly chargeable upon the government through the conduct of
many of its agents, I trust your committee will examine with what attention they fairly
merit the letters and report.s in question.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN POPE,
Jlfa;'or General U. S. A.
Hon. J. R. DooLriTL"E,
Chairman of Joint Committee to txamine into Indian Affairs.

Reply of John T. Sprague, colonel 7th regiment U. S. infantry.
ST. Louis, Mo., August 12, 1865.
Sm: In answer to the interrogatories contained in your printed letter of May 10, 1865,
I have the honor to give the re.,ult of my experience among the various Indiau tribes in
as brief and in as concise a manner as possible.
It is a subject upon which it is almost impracticable to be brief, involving as it do~s the
amelioration of a neglected race as well as the honor of our country.
Question 1. "During how lo'1g a period and in what capacity in the civil or military service )lave you had experience in Indian affairs, or what other means of observation have
you had, and with what tribe or tribes?"
Answer. In the years of 1831 and 1832 I was an assistant Indian agent in paying annuities to the Chippewa, Winnebago, and Ottawa. tribes of Indians, located in Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin. In the year of 1836, upon the conclusion of the Creek war, I had
placed under my charge, (then a lieutenant U. S. A.,) by Major General Jesup, commanding
the armies in the field, 3,140 Creek, Seminole, and Tallahassee Indians, located in Georgia
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and Alabama, which I emigrated to the vicinity of Fort Gibson, Arkansas, and placed
them on the reservation assigned them, on the Verdigris and Neosho rivers. I was six
months on the road, and crossed the Mississippi at Memphis, Tennessee. In January,
1837, I proceeded to the Choctaw nation, and paid the annuity at Fort Towson, Arkansas.
In April, 1837, I was ordered by the Secretary of War to report to the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs for duty, and was instructed to remove from Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin all the Indians I could find roaming through those States. I assembled in camps near
Chicago fifteen hundred, and emigrated them to Council Bluffs, on the Missouri river.
From 1839 to 184-8 I participated in the Florida war, and was in constant intercourse
with Creek, Tallahassee, and Semino1e Indhms, at peace and in active hostilities.
I emigrated to Arkansas 1,200 hostile Indians. During the years of 184-9, '50, '51, '55,
'57, and '58, I was actively in and out of the field with and against the various tribes of
Indians occupying Texas and New Mexico.
My association with Indians has been intimate and extensive, and I have always felt a
deep interest in their welfare.
Question 2. "Are they increasin~ or decreasing in numbers, and from what causes?"
Answer. The Indians are decreasing in numbers, caused by their proximity to the white
man. So soon as Indians adopt the habits of white men th(.ly begin to decrease, aggravated
by imbibing all the vices and none of their virtues. Other causes exist, too numerous to
be detailed in this paper.
Question 3. "What diseases are most common and most fatal among them, and from
what causes ? ''
Answer. 'l'be children die rapidly and suddenly from dysentery and measles, and from
neglect and exposure to the weather. The adults die from fevers, small-pox, drunkenness,
and disease engendered from sexual intercourse. These diseases are among the men and
women in the most malignant form, as the Indian doctors are unable to manage them. Indulgence in liquor, exposure, and the ausence uf remedies aggravate the disease. In this,
striking at the very basis of procreation, is to be found the active cause of the destruction
of the Indian race.
Question 4 " To what extent does intoxication prevail among them, and what legislation
or practical regulation by the department do you suggest to prevent or mitigate the evil? "
Answer. Intoxication among Indians is excessive and unlimited. When liquor can be
obtained, men, women, and children will indulge in it, and will sell all they possess to procure it. In New Mexico the Indians have quite a trade among themselves in making and
selling whiskey.
.
' Congress should pass the most stringent laws to prevent the sale of liquor ; let them be
brief and to the point, that the offender may be brought to immediate punishment. The
department should issue regulations and instructions, based upon law and call upon the
nearest military commander to aid in executiug them. It is utterly futile to rely upon
juries and the support of neighboring communities. Stern, prompt and efficient action is
necessary, and reliable men as agents to execute laws and instructions are indispensable.
Question 5. "From your best information and belief, to what extent does prostitution prevail among them, and the diseases consequent upon it, and to what extent does it diminish
their numbers and enfeeble their offspring?''
Answer. Prostitution is unlimited; a free, full indulgence commences in youth among
both sexes. I cannot say to what extent this indulgence diminishes their numbers, not
having statistics before me, but I know it is fast destroying the race, and will continue to
until a high moral sense of right and wrong is inculcated. To limit, or to stop it, at the
present time, the attempt might as well be made among the buff<.~.loes and the deer. They
fight among themselves upon the subject like animals, and fear of summary punishment
is the only cause of restraint. It is a common thing to see women going about with their
ears and hair cut off for infidelity. Jealousy exists among the Indians to a great extent.
Prostitution destroys the r offspring by planting disease early in life.
Question 6. "State any other fact bearing upon the causes of their decay, and what, if
any, is the best practical remedy ? ''
Answer. This question admits of a wide range. The decrees of a wise Providence, the
encroachments of the white man, civilization in all its forms, iuefficient aud unfaithful
agents, injustice and abuse, want of proper and judicious attention-all these cause the
rapid extinction of the Indian race. The remedy is in improving their condition through
the enacting of wise laws, which should be executed by wise, honest, and judicious menthose who have p~tience and sagacity enough to break up the stubbornness of the Indian's
prejudices, not by harsh punishments, false promiRes and neglect, but by kind and appropriate advice, and by careful attention to habits, vices, and wants, at the same time cultivating their thoughts, habits, and feelings.
_
Question 7. "Which, in your opinion, is the best policy, as white settlements advance
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and surrmmd Indian rP-servations-to maintain the Indians upon them, an'd e.n deavor to
resist encroachments, or to remove them to new reserves, remote from settlements? ''
Answer. I should remove the Indian to new reserves remote from settlements. I am
satisfied the Indian cannot improve in the vicinity of white settlements.
Question 8. "Is it best that their lands should be held in common or in severa1ty?"
Answer. It is best that the Indian lands should be held in common, provided they are
managed by judicious laws and regulations, and executed by honest and competent agents.
The Indian cannot long possess land in perf'on, as no law or regulation can reach the
swindling movements and sagacity of the white man.
Question 9. "If held in severalty. is it safe to confer the power of alienation of real
estate upon Indians? If so, upon what classes and under what limitation?"
Answer. S~ould not be held in severalty.
Question 10. ''What proportion of them upon their reservations give attention to agriculture or stock-raising, and which are they-males or females, half- breeds or full-bloods? "
Answer. A small proportion give attention to agriculture upon reservations, or to stackraising. Most of those who do are women. The ·half-breeds give some attention to sto(kraising, being interested in fast horses, &c.
A full-blooded Indian is always idle: necessity alone causes him to be employed. With
proper management much can be done for the Indian race upon reservations They can
be induced to labor, not constantly, but at certain hours.
The raising of stock of all kinds, as well as grains, might be carried to a great extent if
the Indian was convinced that, at a certain time, he would have money in exchange. To
work for what they are to eat or to wear is absurd to an Indian ; but let him be satisfied
that money is to be the result, he can be induced to work more than under any other
circumstances. The women are always industrous. Half-breeds are troublesome. They
have all the vices of the whites, bad tempers, and are discontented, set bad examples, and
cause complaints against the government, and make combinations to the prejudice of their
agents. Military authority and advice have a beneficial control over them. They fear the
commissioned officer. From their knowledge of the English language, and familhrity with
the white man, they consider their agents as inferior to themselves-mere servants.
Question 11th. " What bas been the effec:t of schools among them, and what kind of
schools do you recommend as most advantageous for them; and what is your opinion of
manual labor schools ?"
Answer. The success of schools among them has been a failure; I speak generally.
There are a few instances where a school bas succeeded ; but, when compared with the
effort made and money expended, schools have failed. This bas been owing mainly to the
want of good, practical, honest and judidous teachers. The mere schoolmaster effects but
little : he should be a man of matured mind, good practical common sense, with patience
and kindness, and, above all, having at heart the improvement of the race, and willing to
make sacrifices to attain it. A school with such a teacher, introducing work at proper intervals, mingled with sports and agreeable occupations, with the prospect of obt,dning some
·money on New Year's or some festival day, will do much toward::; the instruction of Indian children, at the same time excite a high degree of interest among the parents.
In teaching the Indian, restraints and privations must be avoided; confinement, and a
sense of limitation to his head, feet, and hands, make him uncomfortable.
With some ingenuity and tact an Indian can be improved mentally and physically,
without his being made conscious that he is restricted in his liberty.
Instead of teaching an Indian boy his letters within the limits of a school house, confined
for hours, I would take him to the woods, and with a buw and arrow, or a rifle, instruct
him to shoot at A, B, or C, at fifty or a hundred yards, and gather around him parents and
sister;; to see it done. In this mauner, instruction can be enlarged by experience and tact,
until the Indian almost unconsciously learns to read and write.
Manual labor schools are of the most jtroublesome as well as th(;l most unsuccessful
character. The prospect of money for their toil is the only inducement for the Indian to
work. These schools, like all others, depend upon the capacity of the head m~n. SuP-h
men are difficult to obtain, particularly when small salaries are given. Honest and capable
men will not exile themselves to the Indian country unless well paid.
Question 12th. "What bas been the effect of Christian missions among them, and
what do you recommend upon that subject?"
Answer. Christian missions have done good, but the results have not corresponded with
the means employed. These missions have the same fault as other schools-too much confinement, nothing practical.
To have successful missions, a first class of men should be employed, with a salary corresponding with their ability and zeal. They should take their families with them, and
by teachings and example impress upon the Indian, m~le and femalR, the necessity of
marriage, and the impropriety of the beastly intercourse existing among them. Make the
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marriage ceremony a holy one by mingling with it the customs of the Indian and the
sacredness of the white man.
Indolent and inefficient men will take these positions with a small income, (when the
place should be filled by the first men in the country,) thus defeating the wise and benevolent purposes of the government. It leads to peculation, speculation and deception, which
the Indian soon discovers, and thereby defeats entirely the teacher's admonitions and
instructions.
Question 13th. "As to the country called the Indian territory, what do you recommend
in relation to that, after its pacification ; should it be held by the tribes under former treaty
stipulations, or under new treaty arrangements; or be organized into a territorial government for the civilized tribrs; and if the latter, upon what conditions and limitations as to
residence, suffrage, eligibility to office, and powers of the separate tribes therein ? "
Answer. I have not the space, nor have I had sufficient time, nor am I possessed of the
necessary information to answer this inq•.1iry satisfactorily to myself.
'}'he count1y known as the Indian country should be carefully lo.oked into. It is now in
a very unsettled state. I would have it surveyed and examined, then have a meeting at
desirable points of all the Indian tribes, abrogate old treaties as far as practicable, set apart
certain portions of lands for certain tribes. In fact, reorganize the whole Indian country,
form new treaties, and make new arrangements, endeavor to satisfy all tribes, and then
cause military posts to be erected at commanding points, and commence anew to inform the
Indian what he was to do, and what he was to expect from the general government; at
the same time, have such laws passed and regulatiom made as will prevent the encroachments and impositions of the white man.
Question 14th. "Ought money annuities to Indians to be discontinued as far as consistent with treaty obligations?"
•
Answer. Money annuities should be discontinued to the Indians.
Question 15th. '·What proportion actually reaches the Indians? "
Answer. Very little, if any.
Question 16th. "What proportion is received by the trader for goods and supplies already
advanced?"
Answer. The whole, if he can wrest it from the Indian. During the period previous to
paying the annuity, liquor is often sold to Indians and entered upon his account as calico,
shirts, blankets, strouding, beads, &c.
Question 17th. ''What proportion is squandered for intoxicating drinks or in gambling ? "
Answer. Very near the whole.
Question 18th. "What can be practically done to secure the Indian against the latter
evils when payments in money or in supplies of goods and clothing are made? "
Answer. 'fht1 War Department should require the military commander nearest to the
point of payment to organize a board, of not less nor more than three commissioned
officers of his command, to examine the agent's accounts before the day of payment, and
report the same to him in a full and formal written statement, which is to be approved by
him, and at the proper time forwarded to the department, together with such remarks as
he sees fit to make. In regard to the payment of money, this board should be present on
the day of payment, and St"le that the proportion due each iR placed in his or her hands ;
then the trader, upon presenting his aceount approved, should be paid the amount due
him. This is the only method I can suggest ; even this is doubtful.
I have seen the trader present to an Indian woman a mere scrap of paper with a few
figures upon it as evidence of her indebtedness. and when she hesitated she was seized and
the money wrested from her clenched hand, while her children were crying around her.
If a white man or an Indian interposed he did it at the hazard of his. life. General Cass,
then governor of Michigan in 1830 and 1831, required the Indian agent to put the money
into the hand of the Indian, and let him pay the trader, instead of the agent paying it
from his table, thus recognizing the account of the trader without the Indian having anything to say in the matter. I have known instances where the agent had a percentage
upon all the money that he would pay into the hands of the trader. However stringent
the orders were in the payment of annuities or in making treaties, my experience has
taught me that money, enough of it, and paid at the right time in a secret manner, gene·
rally abrogated all laws and regulations.
Question 19th. "What is the practical operation of the order system adopted by the
licensed traders among them? State your op nion of the merits of the same."
Answer. I have no knowledge of the order system refP.rred to.
Question 20th. "Under what department of the government, the War Department or
the Interior, should the Bureau of Indian Affairs be placed to secure the best and most
economical administration of itt State your opinion and reasons."
Answer. Under the War Department, for this reason: In dealing with the Indians they
like to see the evidence of power and authority. The officer's uniform, the presence and
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prompt obedience of soldiers, the general authority exercised by officers of the army under
their observation from day to day, their ability and mean s of punishment-all these create
in the Indian's mind respect and reverence, as well as obedience, and he look~:; upon the
military officer, with his sword and uniform and soldiers about him, as the direct representative 0f his Great Father in Washington. A military officer has his commh;sion at stake.
He is bound to execute orders derivtd from an experienced source ; his speculations and
opinions are not reg-arded, but he must follow the in:-tructions derived from a department,
the policy of whi<:h must be respectAd and adhered to. He is subje<.:t to prompt punishment. His position is one for life. He feels independent in the execution of orders from
a department wLich will give him protection, encouragement, as well as reward. He is
surrounded by a class of men who have a professional pride in the discharge of duties intrusted to th e m. The commanding officer, as well as the soldier, have a generous and
kindly feelin g for the Indian, and have deep sympathy in his conrlition.
Question 21 st. "In setting apart reserves, is it advisable to do so by treaty with the
tribes, or to do so by law, or by regulation of the department, enforcing the same by
arms ? ''
Answer. The War Department should set apart reserves and maintain them by stringent
orders and im;tructions applical,Je to the necessities of the ca.se. L<tws cannot be enacted
to reach the changes, incidents, and encroachments in an Indian country and upon reservations.
·
Question 22d "What proportion of the children are orphans. and to what extent would
it be practicable f,,r the In !ian Bureau to place orphan children in the fa.milies of Christian
white men, to be trained and educated in the Eng_lish language and in the habits of civilized life ? ''
Answer. I am unable to answer this question, there being so many contingencies connected with it. It can only be answered when the occasion arise8, and then upon conI cannot sty, having no data before me, what
fiultation with the chief of the t.riue.
proportion of children are orphans. Thi~would Jepend much upon the location of tbe
tribe and the f1iseases of the climate.
Question 23d. "otate any other matter of fact which, in your opinion, would improve
the present system of Indian affairs, in principle or in administration, and prevent frauds
upon the Indians and the government.''
Answer. ['be Indian affairs of our c<tnntry should be, as I have briefly stated, under the
control of the ·war Department. Experience upon the frontier bas sbown me the uecessity of this
There can be no divbion of authority in those delicate and respon8ible
duties. In times of difficulty the ·w ar Department is compelled to exert its authority
to restore order and punish offenders; and unless this can be exercised without being embarrassed by acts of agents acting under instructions from another department, the efforts
of the military will prove unavailing, and result in causing the Indian to doubt the fidelity
as well as the power of our government. I am satisfied the Indian can be made a valuable
auxiliary force in protecting the frontier. The policy of our government has been generous and kind, but, from numerous causes, it has been perverted.
Twenty years of my service in the United States army, out of thirty, have been spent
upon the Indian frontier. The United Dtates flag, the Catholic church, and the Indians
have been my companions. I have conducted upwards of six thousand Indians-men,
women, and children-from their homes on the east side of the Mississippi to the west, and
located them upon reservations granted by the government. I have been in daily intercourse with them in their camps and villages. I have met them in battle, and have counselled with them in peace, and have ate and slept for days and weeks. in their camps and
wigwams, and am satisfied that, with a generous and protective policy, the Indian ca.n be
successfully brought under the beneficial influences of civiliz<1tion, and be made to protect
the frontier instead of being its terro~. Treat them kindly, generously, and honestly;
fulfil all treaties and promi,-es with the most scrupulous fidelity, when it will be found that
they will yield to laws, advice, and regulations with much more alacrity than the men or
citizens by whom they are surrounded. 'Io control the Indian you must have his unlimited
confidence. They are good judges of huJ;Uan nature, and ca.n detect insincerity or dishonesty with wonderful accuracy. The age in which we live calls for a Christian policy
towards thi•: race, and a faithful administration; utter extermination is their destiny, unless the strong arm of government is interposed to stay the current now sweeping them
to destruction. It can be done by wise councils, judicious laws and regulations, and
through the instrumentality of competent a.nd honest men. Liberal salaries should be
paid to agents of every class, securing good men, thus avoiding the seductive influences of
presents, rewards, and speculations. Indian agents should become Christian mi~sionaries,
a,ud unless they embark in the undertaking with a determination t.o serve their God and
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their country, all efforts of the civil or military authorities will prove unavailing in improving the condition of the Indian.
JOHN T. SPRAGUE,
Colonel 7th Re.qtment U. S. Infantry,
Chief of Sta_ff to Brevet Jlf a}or General John Pope, Comm'dg Dep't of Missouri.
Hon . JAlltEs R. DooLITTLE,
Chairman, ~·c., S,c , Racine, Wisconsin.

Reply of Brigadier General James H Carleton.
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., July 25, 1865.
SIR: I have had the honor to receive your printed letter dated at Racine, Wisconsin, May
10, 1865 , and which propounds in regular sequence twenty-three questions, with reference
to Indian affairs, to which you ask my answers in writing.
Question 1st. "During how lon g a period, and in what capacity, in the civil or military
service, have you had experience in Indian affairs; or what other means of observation
have you had, and with what tribe or tribes?"
Answer. I was appointed a 2d lieutenant in the United States first dragoon s, October 18,
1839. In the spring of 1841 I was sent to Fort Gibson, in the Cherokee nation. Saw
more or less of the Cherokees, Creeks, and Ser.1inoles from that time until the spring of
1842. Then I went to Council Bluff:>, now in Iowa, where I became acquainted with the
Pottawatomies, In the fall of 184:3 I went to Fort Leavenworth, then near the Delawares,
I~ickapoos, and Shawnees.
In 1844 I was one of an armed expedition to visit the four
bands of Pa'Fnees on Platte river. 'l'hese were the Grand Pawnees, the Republican Pawnees, the Pawnees Tepage, and the Loup Pawnees. With these we held councils. Then
they were supposed to number-all told-about 12,000 souls. Thence we visited and held
councils with the Ottoes and Missourias, at Belleview ; and thence visited and held council:3
with the Iowas and the Sacs and Foxes, then living 'on the west bank of the Missouri river,
a little south of Jeffrey's Point. In the spring and summer of 1845 I went with General
Kearney in his expedition to the Rocky mountains. We held councils with the Ogallalla
and Brule bands of Sioux, at Scott's Bluffs, and at Fort Laramie; with the Arapaho alid
some Gros Ventres between Fort Laramie and Lodge Pole creek; with the Cheyennes between that point and where Denver City now stands; and with a band of the Comanches
below Bent's fort, on the Arkansas.
After the Mexican war, I was stationed at Fort Leavenworth again, from the fall of 1848
until the spring of 1851, except six months which I spent at J1"o1t Kearney, above the Pawnee villages, and at Fort Laramie. In the spring of 1851 I went to New Mexico, when
there were opportunities, to see something of the Apaches, Utahs, Navajoes, and Pueblo
Indians. In 1857 I left New Mexico, and in 1858 went to California, where I was
stationed at Fort Tejon, within twelve miles of an Indian reservation. In 1859 I went
across the desert to the Mountain Meadows in Utah. In this long man:h I saw a good
many Pah-Utes-(Water Utes.) In 1860, made a campaign against them, having my head'q uarters on the Mojave river. In 1862, came to the Maricopa and Pimo villages, on the
Gila, and to the Papago village at San Xavier du Bac, in Arizona. Thence I came to New
Mexico again, where I have had some experience with Indian affairs, as yon will see by my
General Orders No. 3, series for 1863, and No. 4, series for 1864:, copies of which I have
had the honor to send you. All the experience I have had of Indian afftdrs has been
afforded by what I have been able to observe of them in the service named ; during much
of which, I only occupied the position of a subaltern, and was not called upon by official
obligation or duty to be more than a casual observer of their character, habits, numbers,
&c., &c.
Question 2d. "Are they increat:ing or decreasing in numbers, and from what causes?''
Answer. As a general rule, the Indians alluded to are decreasing very rapidly in numbers, in my opinion. The causes for this have been many, and may be summed up as
follows:
·
1st. ·wars with our pioneers and our armed forces; change of climate and country
among those who have heen moved from east of the Mississippi to the far west.
2d. Intemperance, and the exposure consequent thereupon.
3d. Venereal diseases, which they are unable, from lack of medicines and skill, to eradicate from their systems, and which, among Indians who live nearest the whites, is generally diffused either in scrofula or some other form of its taint.
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4th. Small-pox, measles, and cholera-diseases unknown to them in the early days of
the country.
5th. The causes which the Almighty originates, when in their appointed time He wills
that one race of men-as in races of lower animals-shall disappear off the face of the earth
and give place to another race, and so on, in the great cycle traced out by Himself,· which
may be seen, but has reasons too deep to be fathomed by us. The races of the mammoths
and mastodons, and the great sloths, came and passed away : the red man of America is
passing away !
Question 3d. " What diseases are most common and most fatal among them ; and from
what causes? ''
Answer. Inflammation of the lungs, or pneumonia; fevers; and, as before stated, venereal,
small-pox, measles, and cholera. The last three diseases as epidemics, not in sporadic
cases.
Question 4th. "To what extent does intoxication prevail among them, and what legislation, or practical regulation by the department, do you suggest to prevent or mitigate the
evil?"
Answer. Among Indians living near the settlements, intoxication prevails very generally. If it does not, it is because from poverty on the part of tho Indian, or scarcity of
liquor on the part of the whites, there is nothing to get drunk upon. Very stringent laws,
faithfully executed, might mitigate, but can never stop the evil. Your whiskey-seller will
be found on the top of the Wind River mountains, if your troops go there and have money,
or your Indian goes there with his beaver-skin, his buffalo robe, his buckskin, his pony,
or his squaw. Some one of these articles of trade will be sure to draw the liquor forward,
in spite of your laws to hold it back. This is true, and should be looked squarely in the
face.
Question 5th. "From your 1:>est information and belief, to what extent does prostitution
prevail among them, and the diseases consequent upon it; and to what extent does it
diminish their numbers and enfeeble their offspring?"
Answer. Prostitution prevails to a great extent among the Navajoes, the Maricopas,
and the Yuma Indians ; and its attendant diseases, as before stated, have more or less
tainted the blood of the adults ; and by inheritance of the chilclren, who, from diseased
parents, become posse8sed of but feeble energies, feeble vitality-in short, become emasculated in body and mind. The Pimos, Ap3.ches, Delawares, Kickapoos, Shawnees, Creeks,
and Comanches, are really virtuous-as a rule-so far as promiscuous commerce between
the sexes may go. . This cannot be said of the Cherokees, Seminoles, Pottawatomies, Pawnees, the Sioux, Arapahoes, Cheyennes, or Kiowa;;. They are all more or less erotic in
their temperaments and habits, and in proportion as they are so, their offspring are more
or less enfeebled.
Question 6th. "State any other fact bearing upon the causes of their decay ; and what,
if any, is the best practical remedy?"
Answer This question seems to be answered, so far as I know, by what I have already
stated. The best practical remedy must lie in teaching the people the evils to which their
course of life tends, and in educating them up to that point where, from moral principles
that can be taught them, they will of themselves do right. Now, they do many acts of
wrong from sheer ignorance of the moral and physical consequences. The natural decay
incident to their race must find its remedy in a power above that of mortals.
Question 7th. "Which, in your opinion, is the best policy, as white settlements advance
and surround Indian reservations-to maintain the Indians upon them, and endeavor to
resist encroachments, or to remove them to new reserves, remote from settlements?''
Answer. Maintain the Indians upon such reservations, and resist the encroachments of
the whites. It must come to this sooner or later; because, from the rapid spread over the
unoccupied lands of the tidal wave or "bore" of the great and advancing ocean of palefaces, you will soon have no places suited by climate and extent to which to remove them,
so that they can be remote from the settlements. Therefore, place them upon reservations
now, and hold those reservations inviolate. I,n the great and rising sea here prefigured,
those reservations will be islands; and, as time elapses and the race dies out, these islands
may become less and less, until, finally, the great sea will ingulf them one after another,
unt1l they become known only in history, and at length are blotted out of even that,
forever.
Question 8th. "Is it best that their lands should be held in common, or in severalty?"
Answer. In my opinion, the lands should be held in severalty. Surveys should be carefully made, and each family or head of family should have a part allotted to him. The
human being, white or red or black, who plants a tree or a vine, or builds a house, or
makes a field or garden, identifies himself with it-loves it; his children are born there,
and the associations connected with all these things constitute and give birth to what we
call home love and home feeling. We have taken quite enough from the Indian. Let them.
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have and keep really a "home. If they have rights at all upon the earth, that is one of the
dearest. Let us not rob them of that.
Question 9th. "1f held in severalty, is it · safe to confer the power of alienation of real
estate upon Indians; if so, upon what classes, and under what limitations?''
Ans"·er. It would not be safe to confer the power of alienation of lands held thus in
severalty by the Indians. They are too easily duped by the designing, or tempted by the
wicked, to be intrusted with such a power. They should have only the powers in this regard which a ward holds under a guardian .
Question lOth. "What proportion of them, U:tJOn their reservations, give attention to
agriculture, or stock-raising; and which are they, males or females, half-ureedo or full
bloods ? ''
Answer. The young Indians upon the Navajo reservation, which is just starting in New
Mexico, are the most docile and industrious. The full-grown ones are lazy, and can hardly
be reclaimed from their savage desire to roam about and lead a life of idleness They mw,t
die of!', and the young ones grow up to take their places, before any marked improvement
in this people will be observed. I am not familiar enough with other Indians upon reservations to answer this question fully.
Question lHh. "What bas been the effect of schools among them, and what kind of
schools do you recommend as most advantageous for them; and what is your opinion of
manual-labor schools?"
Answer. I cannot answer this question, from lack of knowledge of the progress made or
not made by schools among the Indians. Manual-labor schools, in my opinion, are the
best schools for the Int:lian children.
Question 12th. "What has been the effect of Christian missions among them, and what
do you recommend upon that subject?"
· Answer. So far as my ob;;ervation bas gone, the Roman Catholic missionaries are the
ones who the soonest teach the Indian the truth of Christianity. The solemn pomp and
attractive ceremonial of that church seem to catch soonet:it and bold most enduringly
the attention and thoughts and, finally, the belief of the Indian. I pass no judgment
on this creed or that ; I simply state a fact ; and were it left with me, I would have all
teachers, male and female, and all clergy for wild or nomadic Indians, of that church.
After the Indian becomes civilized, and commences to think for himself on articles of faith,
or on the points which divide our Christian churches, then let all denominations, which
desire to do so, establish schools and churches among them. If you let them all have
access to the Indians atfirst, and before the latter have become at all civilized, I think the
teacher of future rewards and punishments, and the teacher of universal salvation, &c., &c.,
would lJe apt to raise puzzles and marvels in their unsophisticated minds, of so serious a
character as to make them prefer the good old, steady-going, unchangeable pagan creed
of their fathers, to the many trails to happines!:i which they would thus be placed upon.
And when those trails di-verge to all points of the compass, would it not be Lard to convince them that each one surely led to the Christian's heaven? To use one of their own
forcible expressions, (b ut with no irreverence,) such diverse teachings they would certainly
call " bad medicine."
Question 13th. "As to the country called the Indian territory, what do you recommend
ia relation to that, after its pacification? Should it be held l>y the tribes, under former
treaty stipulations, or under new treaty arrangements, or be organized into a territorial government for the civilized tribes; and if the latter, upon what conditions and limitations as
to residence, suffrage, eligibility to office, and powers of the separate tribes therein?''
Answer. Let the Cherokees, Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles h~ve their
separate lands defined, if you please, but let their country be erected into a Territory. To
do this, make new treaty stipulations, if necessary. The rights of suffrage, I think, should
be uniform, and such as Congrt:ss in its wisdom may devise. This is a matter upon which
any opinion of mine would be of but little value. 'l'he tribes thus united would sooner become homogeneous. Their territorial governor, judges, &c., at first, and until those Indians became educated to this new step towards civilization, and towards taking their
place in the family of States, should be appointed from Americans. An Indian governor
or judge, taken from any one of these tribes, at first would Le an object of dislike on the
i)art of the Indians belonging to other tribes than his own. The delegate could be elected,
and, at first, taken from the tribes in rotation. Equality of powers and rights of the separate tribes in such a Territory should be a sine qua non. Northward, by and by, you can
doubtless place the Delawares, Shawnees, Kickapoos, Pottawatomies, Sacs and Foxes, Sanecas, \Vyandotts, Caddoes, and the scattering Mohawks, contiguous to each other, and
erect them into a Territory. They are all more or less of the old Algonquin stock. They
would not be apt to fraternize readily with the Indians who came from North and South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama and Mississippi. Perhaps, in after years, you could
get the Sioux and Chippewas to come into such an arrangement. There your territorial

APPENDIX.

435

government for Indians would end. The remaining Indians should be gotten upon reservations, there to fulfil their destinies as before set forth.
Question 14th "Ought money annuities to Indians to be discontinued, as far as consistent with treaty obligations?"
Answer. Money annuities should be discontinued as far as practicable.
Question 15th. "What proportion actually reaches the hands of the Indians?"
Answer. A very small proportion.
Question 16th. "What proportion is received by the trader for goods and supplies
already advanced?''
Answer. A very large proportion.
Question 17th. ''What proportion is squandered for intoxicating drinks or in gambling?''
Answer. Nea.rly or quite all that the Indian gets over and above what he owes, and
what is literally g rabbed from him, at "the payment," by the trader.
Question 18th. "What can be practically done to secure the Indian against the two
latter evils, when payments in money or in supplies of goods and clothing are made?"
Answer. Keep all the traders away from " the payment."
Question 19th. "What is the practical ope-ration of the 'order system' adopted by the
licensed traders among th em? State your opinion of the merits of the same."
Answer. It operates very badly to the Indian, and inures greatly to the interest of those
who give the orders. If I understand the question rightly, Major General Hitchcock can
give much information on all these abuses. He has been engaged in inquiries into them.
This wus in 1841 and in 1842.
Question 20th. •· Uuder what department of the government, the War Department or
the Interior, should the Bureau of Indian Affairs be placed, to secure the be;;;t and most
economical adwinistration of it? State your opinion and reasons."
Answer . In my opinion, the Indian Bureau should be placed under the War Department, .
as it was before the Department of the Interior was created and organized. My reasons
fur this are: When under the War Department, which also controls the forces operating
in Indian countries, there would be no conflicts of opinion about what should be done in a
given case; for, as the fountain whence might emanate instructions, whether to command~
ers, superintendents, or agents, would be one, so the different streams of authority and
regulations, de~cending through these subordinates, would be of the same character. In
my opinion, the office of Commissioner of Indian Affairs should be abolished, if it be incompatible with the law to have an officer of the army to fill it ex o.fftcio. Contemplating the
placing of the Indian Bureau under the direction of the War Department, and organizing
it systematically , so that its operations should harmonize with those of the troops, and the
two run together as parts of the same machine, with no cogs mismatching, no jarrings, no ·
belts loose, &c. , it would be next to impossible to find a citizen who would understand In...
dian affairs, Indians, Indian countries, Indian wants, &c., and at the same time understand
military affairs. But it is easy to find many an officer in the United States army who;
from long ~ervice in India n countries, understands all these matters. If it be more an ob~
ject to have the business between the government and Indians managed by fixed rules, and
without uncertainty and confusion and delay, than to have the place and patronage of the
Indian Bureau exist, irrespective of these considerations, the plan here suggested seems in
my mind to meet that obj ect. For I would have not only the head of the Indian Bureau
an officer of the army, but each commander of a military departmeut should be ex oJftcio
superintendent of Indian affairs for all the Indians in that department ; and the commander of one post nearest any one tribe of Indians in that department should be the agent,
ex officio, for that tl'ibe.
'l'l.le money appropriated by Congress for any one tribe should pass into the hands of
the quartermaster's department, and should be di:;bursed per se, if the law so require, or expended for goods to be bought in the market as arruy supplies are bought. These goods
should be issued in presen(;e of witnesses, and accounted for as army clothing is accounted
for; and the returns of property and money accounts should be made by the same system
as that 'of other property and money accounts of the army. I could go into all the details
of this matter to snow that by the piau proposed the Indians would be sure to get their
rights, and the treasury of the United States have evidence that its money had gone out
and been expended legitimately for a quid pro quo. The chief quartermaster of a department would disburse mo .. ey and distribute effects for Indians under the direction and
superintendence of the department commander, who would have neirher intere~t nor responsibility in the m':l.tter, except to see the duty done properly. The same chain of responsibility and of direction and supervision would be held by the quartermaster and com'\iiander of n post. By this system it is ditficult to see how the Indians could fail to get
their just dues, and all without a cent of expense additional to that at present paid to the
army. Your whole I,.dian department, as at present organized, could then be entirely
abolished. How much would be saved to the United States by this it is not for me to say.
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I desired to give you the opinion of Lieutenant Colonel Nelson H. Davis, U.S. A., inspector
general of this depattment, on some of the points raised by your interrogatories, and 1
accordingly addressed to him a letter on the subject. He has had many years' experience
with Indians, and his is a valuable opinion. His reply to my letter is as follows:

•

INsPECTOR GENERAL's OFFICE, DEPARTl\IENT OF NEw MEXICO,

Santa Fe, N. M., July 29, 1865.
GE:NERAL: I have the honor to acknowledgE the receipt of your communication of this
.date, asking for my written opinion in answer to the following questions propounded by
the Hon. J. R. Doolittle, U.S. Senate, chairman of the congressional committee, now making inquiries into the condition of the Indian tribes.
Question. "Under what department of the government, the War Department or the
Interior, should the Bureau of Indian Affairs be placed, to secure the best and most economical administration of it? State your opinion and reasons."
Question. "What proportion of the children are orphans; and to what extent would
it be practicable for the Indian Bureau to place orpLan children in the families of Christian
white men, to be trained and .educated in the English language, and in the habits of civilized life,? "
.Question. "State any other ·matter or fact which, in your opinion, would improve the
present system of Indian affairs, in principle or in administration, to prevent frauds upon
the Indians and upon the government."
In answer to the first question, I would state that a large portion of my military service
has been upon the Indian frontier, and from a personal knowledge and experience of the
operation of the present system for the management of our Indians, as practiced, it has long
been a settled conviction in my mind that the Bureau of Indian Affairs should be under
the control of the War Department.
My reasons for the above expressed opinion are based upon the conviction that a knowledge of and experience with Indians demonstrates that the true policy of the government
for their control and management, with a view to their good, and to the economy and
good of the United States, should be of rigorous firmness, but a just, honest, and consistent
one; and one that protects them in their rights against the aggressions of the white man,
while punishing them for their thefts and hostilities committed upon the latter, and one
which should faithfully fulfil all promises made to them by authorized government agents,
and which has a sufficient military force to cause it to be rigidly executed, to command due
respect from them, and inspire fear of punishment for wrongs done by them. A weak,
lenient and persuasive policy towards Indians but excites for it their contempt, and is considered by them as the result of cowardice and fear. 'lhat the true policy as demonstrated
has not been pursued by the Indian dt!partment, through its agents, for the government of
our wild Indian tribes, is too apparent, and susceptible of ample proof In the first place, an
adequate military force is necessary to carry out this policy, which the Indian department
has not; and when it calls upon the War Department for the necessary means of protection,
and enforcing its orders, it not unfrequently happens that the two departm ents do not cooperate harmoniously. The misapplication of money, goods, &c., appropriated l>y Congress
for our Indians, much of which has gone to enrich appvintees of the Indian Bureau and
their friends ; the deceptions oftm practiced to secure their aunuities, and induce them to
cede away their lands, as was the case in Minnesota, where certain bands were persuaded
and coerced to cede away lands belonging to the Yanktonais, which was one of the
principal causes of the late Indian war there, and the massacre of over two thousand (2, 000)
people, with the destructio:J. of much valuable property ; the interference in their social
relations by the not unfrequent takir:.3 and prostitution of their squaws, forciuly, or without their consent; and the introduction of illicit trade among them by lawless fror.tiersmen, particularly in intoxicating liquor, destroying their domestic peace and happiness,
and inciting them to acts of hostility upon the white inhabitants; the unauthorized and
make-shift promises, too often made them to gratify the cupidity and desires of the ap- ,
pointees of the Indian department and others, or to shield them temporarily from antidpated xiolence or ·a ttacks from the Indians; and the variable course pursued by different
Indian superintendents and agents for the management of our Indian tlibes, due to thelf
ignorance of the eharacter and wants of the Indians, or a desire to promote selfish interests,
sufficiently prove, I think, that the present system for their government is not a just, honest, and consistent one.
To the above causes, and aggressions of white men upon our Indians, many of our Indian wars had their inception, and in illust.ration of which may be cited those in Cali·f ornia and Oregon in 1850 and 1851; the massacres in Minnesota and of Spirit Lake, as
well as much of the Indian trouble and hostilities ~vhich for years .h ave occurred west of
the Misso11ri river, on the plains, and elsewhere. Tribes that were friendly in the early
emigration to California in 1849 and 1850 were excited to hostility by the unprovoked
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and outrageous shooting of their people by emigrants. Some tribes have, no doubt, ever
been treacherous and hostile to the white race. It may be lai1l down as an axiom, that the
true policy for the government of Indians should embrace a sufficient military power for
its faithful execution with regard to their protection and punishment, as also of the white
inhabitants, and for the accomplishment of those objects of the government that may have
in view their improvement and civilization, and the development of our country's vast
resources and the general prosperity of our people. The War Department alone ca.n furnish
this power, and its officers and agents, with but little additional aid and expense to what
would otherwise be required, can fX officio discharge the duties of Indian superintendents,
agents, &c., with, I think, much better success and results, and, certainly, with greater
economy to the general government, than results from the present system; but this change
of policy would destroy considerable political patronage, and, therefore, it may prove an insurmountable object to its accomplishment
That the War Department has possessed the confidenbe of our Indians more than any
other department of our government may be inferred from the fact that Indian tribes, from
the Pacific to the Mississippi river, have generafly expressed their confidence in the regular
army, through its officers, stating that by them they had not. been deceived, cheated, and·
abused, and asking that they might be their agents, and mana!:{e for them their affairs
with the government.
·
Such was the feeling more recently manifested in this department by the Navajo nation
of Indians, when over eight thousand (8,000) surrendered to the military authorities, and
consented to g-o upon a reservation, referring to Maj(lr (now Professor) Ken·irick, who commanded Fort Defiance, and Captain Carey, since commanding the same post in their country.
It seems reasonable to suppose that the policy which should command the respect and
coniidence of the Indians, while exercising a: wholesome fear over them, would' be better
for their government than one which did not.
In answer to the second question, I am unable to state what proportion of Indian childten
are o~phans ; many that really are not, are to ~II intents and purposes such, from the
absence of parental care, and because of living at large, or, I might say, about loose, in
the~r tribes.
I think it would be not only practicable, but beneficial to them, and to the interest of
the government, 'to place, while young, orphans and those circumstanced as above stated
in good white families, to be civilized , educated, and learued such trades as they should
manifest an aptness for ; the girls make excellent bouse servants.
In answer to the third and last question, I would suggest that, so far as practicable, all
Indians be placed on reservations, and, where neces~ary, a military post be established
thereon, with sufficient force to control them and enforce the orders of the government
with respect to them; and that they should be exclusively under the control and authority
of said military force. That, so far as practicable, they should be instructed and made to
cultivate the !';oil, raise stock, learn trades, for which many evince great aptness, and thns
acquire the habits of peace and civilization, and, like the Puebla Indian!!, become selfsupporting. Until which time, agricultural implements, wearing apparel, and a certain
amount of goods and trinkets to gratify their wants, uncivilized tastes and vanity, should
be furnished them, and agents and overseers employed to teach and direct them in their
work.
Where it is not practicable to get Indians upon a reservation, and they are hostile, I
would suggest the establishment of a strong military post in the heart of their country,
and make war upon them, with the utmost vigor, until they accepted the offer of peace
upon conditions of settling on a reservation designated by the government, and ceasing
their hostilitieg,
Until established on a reservation, they should be located, as fast a~ they consented to
peace, within striking and controlling distance of the post, and all trade with them should
be at the post, and under the direction of the military authorities.
The law with respect to illicit trade with them, and particularly in the articles of intoxicating liquor, arms and ammunition, should be most rigidly and scrupulonsly enforced.
The commanding officers of military departments and districts in the Indian country
should be ex offieio superi.ntendents of Indians in their respective commands; and the commanding officers of military posts in the Indian C• •tmtry should be ex officio Indian agents,
and act under the authority of the commanding officers of the departments or districts in.
which they are situated.
I think the entire control of the Indians should be exercised by the War Department;
_ Such :;eems to be the rule of action of the Englioh government, and their success in the ·
government of Indians, seems to contrast most favorahly as compared with ours. In con ..
olu:;ion, I would state, as of v,ital importance to our g·overnment and people, (to my mind,) .
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the necessity of the government fixing upon some policy for the administration of our Indian
affairs which shall be unchangeable, and faithfully carried out.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. H. DAVIS,
Assistant Inspector General U. S. A.
I beg to indorse all that Colonel Davis says, as expressibg my own views.
Question 21st. "In setting apart reserves, is it advisable to do so by treaty with the
tribes: or to do so by law, or by regulation of the department, enforcing the same by arms?" •
Answer. As a rule, I would, especially for all wild tribes, have reservations set apart by
law, and enforce the same by arms. I would not m·tke treaties at all with such Indians.
To go through the forms of making a treaty with a party, when the government is determined to have matters its own way anyhow, is a mockery benPath the dignity of the
United States. We can do right without resorting to any theatricals simply for effect.
I have been obliged, from the press of other business, to catch up my ptn at odd times,
to answer your questions, and have had no opportunity to elaborate my replies, so that
they would take up less room.
'rhe subject of your inquiry is one of vast importance to the Indians, to the people, and
to the government; and the country feels confident, that from the ability, justice, and
humanity (justice and humanity to the white man as well as to the red man) of the committee, much good will be sure to result from its labors in so vast a field.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES H. CARLETON,
Brigadier General, Commanding Department.
Ron. J. R. DooLITTLE, U. S. Senate,
Chairman of Congressional Committte, Racine, Wisconsin.

Reply of Colonel 0. Carson.
FORT LYONS, COLORADO TERRITORY,
August 19, 1865.
CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report, for the information of thA department commander,
that on leaving Taos for Fort Union, New Mexico, I mblaid a Jetter from him, containing
certain interrogatories propounded by the Ron. ,J. R. DoolittiA, U. S. Senate, (chairman of
congressional committee now making inquiries into Indian affairs.) and rPqu csting answers
to the same. On arriving at Fort Union, my time was necess:t.rily occupied in making preparations for special service on the plains, which it was important shoul,d not be delayed ;
no time was therefore left me to answer them from that post.
I now take the earliest opportunity to reply in a general manner to those points impressed upon my memory as the most important, from a careful perusal of the letter in
question.
From a long-continued residence among, or in the immediate vicinity of Indian!~, and
from a personal observation of their manners, habits, and customs, acquired both in private
life and the transaction of official business as an agent of the feceral government, I have
been long convinced that the only rule that can be succe!"sfully applied for their governance
is one firm, yet just, consistent and unchangeable ; for the Indian, judging only by the
effect of that which appeals to his 8em:es, as brought directly bef01e his observation, regards with contempt a weak and indecisive policy as the result of het:>itation, fear, and
.cowardice, whilst a changeable and capricious one excites his apprehension and distrust.
~Both of these courses should be cautiously avoided.
The rule for the government of Indians should bP strong enough to inspire their re~pect
:and fear, yet protecting them from both internal dissension and external aggression. This
· ~m only be effected by a military rule, and I am therefore of opinion that the sole control
of the Indians should be vt>sted with the War Dt'partment. As at present managed,
.Jealousies among the employes of the different departmeuts naturally exist, and they are
too often act-gated by feelings of prfjndice, which rt'sult in a want of that harmonious co·operation of -action in the execnti011 of official duties, t:lO necessary to effect successful re:sults. Indian agents, appointed solely by political influence, are often swayed by feelings
.of personal gain in the transaction of their business, making the government appear to act
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in bad faith towards thA savages; then making promises, impossible to fulfil, to shield
themselves from attack, they excite feelings of hostility that can only be quenched.in
blood. To this cause, and that of repeated acts of aggression on the part of the numerous
reckless frontiersmen that swarm upon the borders of the Indian territory, may be attributed many, if not most, of our recent Indian wars, massacres, and murders, extending
from Minnesota to California.
The peculiarity of the Indians' position now calls for prompt, decisive, and energetic action. The old idea of forcing them westward is exploded by the discovery of the California
golrt· fi eIds and rich mines of mineral on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada, alluring
thither in constantly increasing numbers swalms of hardy adventurers. Instead of forcing
them backwards before its steady advance, civilization now encircles them with its chain
of progress, and each year, as it passes away, sees the chain drawing rapidly closer around
the hunting grounds of the red men of the prairie. A short-sighted policy mi ght infer
from, and leave to, this cause their extermination. That it would be accomplished is certain, but humanity shudders at the picture of the extermination of thousands of human
beings until every means is tried and found useless for their redemption, whilst high motives of right impel us, out of respect to ourselveR and duty to the Indians, to protect our
citizens, assist in the settlement of the almost unknown interior of our country, and relieve and asRist whilst controlling the reel men of the west, as their hunting grounds
vanish before the sturdy energy of the pioneer and backwoodsman.
If placeri on reservations, with wise rules enforced by military power, the settlers will be
protected from their predatory raids, and they themselves be safe against the reckless injustice of those outlaws of society thronging upon the border, whose criminality bas too
often bf en the means of rousing the Indians to thoughts of vengeance, an~ carrying fire
and desolation to many a homestead in the west.
Allow me to sugge~;t the necessity of extreme caution and circumspection in loc'l.ting
Indians, to prevent internal dissensions, upon reservations. Different tribes, besides being
of different degrees of advancement in civilization, have feuds of long stanriing to excite
them, ambition of chiefs to satisfy, and long-cherished traditions of delayed revenge to
gratify.
There is nothing inimical in the bold, courageous, marauding Comanche-the wild,
treacherous, nomadic Apache-the hardy, industrious, agricultural Navajo, or the lazy,
de graded, almost brutalized Digger. These tribes are types of the different North American Indians, and from these, or a more extensive list carefully prepared, classifications
should be made to govern officers intrusted with their removal, for it is not probable that
reservations can be set apart for each ,tribe ; and where several are located together, the
nearer their characters assimilate the greater will be the success, whilst the danger will
dec rease in the same proportion, for one wild tribe looks down on another with a contemptuous pride-strange to us, but perfectly natural to their untutored minds, as they
possess a less degree of skill in the barbaric virtues of murder, violence, and theft.
The causes to which may be attributed the present rapid decrease of the Indians are
continued cruel wars among themselves, prevalence of venereal diseases, and the inordinate use of intoxicating liquors. The first of these can alone be stopped by force, and, in
order to pave the way for the succ.:ess of any Indian policy, should be so stopped at once.
The latter of these cauRes being due in a great measure to their intercourse with the white
men, humanity and justice demand that prompt measures be taken to arrest their fatal
progress.
The beneficial results derived from placing the Navajoes upon a reservation is a successful
vindication of the policy, an example of the propriety of military rule, and appears to be
actuated by feelings of humanity, charity, and sound political economy. A consideration of
the latter question might seem more the province of the statesman than the soldier; but in
deciding a policy that bas at heart the welfare of hundreds of thousands of human beings,
that seeks to convert them from fierce and reckless murderers to peaceful tillers of the soil,
from a source of continued expense to one of actual benefit-to remove far from the white
settler, and inspire confidence and respect in the savage, I am satisfied the teachings of
experience will not be overlooked or even lightly regarded. Time must elapse ere really
practical results can be derived from any Indian policy; but if the one so favorably commenced in New Mexico be carried into effect with other tribes, I am indulging in no chimerical or utopian idea in believing that in the next generation civilization can advance
undisturbed into the vast interior of our country, whilst from the reservations the hum of
busy, productive industry will resound, and the prayers of Christianity be hem·d from every
tribe, and America stand proudly foremost among nations as the exemplar of mercy, humanity, and philanthropy, as she now does of civilization and progress.
Commanding officers of posts on Indian reservations should be de facto Indian agents;
then representing the power of the government, by inflicting punishment for misdeeds, and
being also dispenser of its benefits, they will be looked up to with increased respect and
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fear, whilst the benefit in a point of economy is undoubted. This system would seem to
afford greater checks to the accomplishment of frauds, and greater facilities for their detection when perpetrated.
I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. CARSON,
Ool. 1st N. M. Cavalry.
Captain B. C. CuTLER,
Ass't AdJ't Gtn'l Dep't of N . ..lf., Santa Fe, N. M.

Reply of .Brigadier General G. Wright.
BRIGADE HEADQUAltTERS DISTRICT {)F CALIFORNIA,

Sacramento, June 30., 1865.
SIR: I have had the honor to receive from the Hon. Mr. Nesmith, the United States senator from the State of Oregon, and member of your committee, a copy of your circular, dated!
at Racine, Wisconsin, May 10, 1865; and inasmuch as I have had considerable experience
in the administration of Indian affairs, as well as other me-ans of observation, during a
long period of service in the army, mostly in the Indian countries or on the frontier of
civilization, I take great pleasure in replying seriatim to the <!!Uestions you have done me
the honor to propound for my consideration.
I. For more than forty years I have been an officer in the army of the United Statestserving on the borders of the great northwestern Jakes, the Upper Mississippi and Missouri
rivers, in Florida during the war in that country, and for the last thirtoon years in the department of the Pacific; from 1852 to 1855 in the northern district of California and
southern portion of Oregon, and for the next five and a half years in command of Oregon
and the Territory of Washington; and then for three years in command of the department
of the Pacific, embracing the whole of our country west of the Rocky mountains.
During this long period I have been in command of many military expeditions against
the hostile Indians, especially in Oregon and the Territory of Washington, in 1856, and
lastly in 1858, when a great co~bination was formed by many warlike tribes in that
country, threatening destruction to all the settlements east of the Cascades. I met the
enemy in two hard-fought battles, in both of which they were thoroughly defeated, and
finally sued for peace ; and accepting the terms I granted them, they have remained perfectly quiet and peaceable ever siuce. The history of that campaign was published in
general orders, by the lieuteuant general commanding the army, in November, 18&8, and
noticed by the honorable Secretary of War in his report of the same year to the President.
II. The Indian tribes are rapidly decreasing in numbers, especially west of the Rocky
mountains, caused in some measurf\ by the wars waged against them, and more particularly
by th~ encroachments of the whites upon their hunting grounds and fisheries and other
means of subsistence, and by the readiness ~ith which they adopt the vices of the whites
rather than their virtues; hence their num hers are rapidly diminished by disease and death.
III. Syphilis and pulmonary diseases, arising from vicious conduct, intemperance, and
exposure.
IV. It is only among those Indians who reside near the white settlements that intoxication prevai.ls to any extent. The only practical course to prevent or mitigate the evil is
to collect the Indians on reservations under military control, and exclusively under military jurisdiction.
V. Prostitution, and the diseases consequent upon it, do not prevail to any extent
except among those Indians living with or in the neighbmhood of the white people.
VI. The only practical remedy to prevent the total extinction of the Indian tribes, is to
separate them entirely from the white race.
VII. Remove the Indians to new reservations remote from settlements.
•
VIII. On the l'eservation let every family have a piece of land and cultivate for iteelf,
and a portion of the reservation set apart to be cultivated in common, all under the direction of the supervisor.
IX. Confer no power of alienation of real estate upon Indians; they are naturally great
gamblers.
X. This question can better be answered by the supervisor.
XI. Schools have a good effect. Provide for a Protestant minister on every reservatioB,
having under him assistants to teach schools.
XII. The effect of Christian missions among Indians is good, and it is recommendoo
that they be maintained.
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XIII. After the pacification of the Indian territory, let a section of country be set apart
for their permanent residence, and known as "Indian territory," from which exclude all
whites, and place the territory under the control of the War Department, under such regulations as the Congress may make or approve.
XIV. Yes. Indians have no need of money-whiskey-sellers will get it all. Government will furnish Indians what is absolutely necessary.
XV. Very little, I imagine, from what I have heard.
XVI. Cannot say.
XVII. Most of it, I have no doubt.
XVIII. Give the Indians no money and exclude the whites from their country.
XIX. Cannot say anything on this subject.
·
XX. The War Department, unquestionably; I have seen the working of the Indian
Bureau under both, and u1111hesitatingly give the preference to 'the War Department. So
long as peace and quiet prevail among the Indians, and they are well furnished with.
supplies by the Indian agent, everything: goes on smoothly ; but when . wars come and
difficulties arise among the different tribes or with the white people, they always resort to
the military commander to settle their affairs. I have had much to do in this way.
XXI. Let it be done by law and enforcedl by arms; make it a military colony.
XXII. It will be a good plan to place orphan children in the familiesof Christian white
men to be trained and educated.
XXIII. Collect the Indians on great reservations, and protect the interests of the I n,.
dians and of' the government by the strong arm of the military.
With great respect, I, have the honor to be your obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,
Brig. Gen'l U: S, A., Commanding.
Ron. J . R. DooLITTLE,
Chairman of the Joint Committee of Congress,
Charged to make inquiry into the condition of the Indian t11ibes, B(c., S{c.

R~ply

of J Harlan, United States Indian agent.
CHEROKEE AGENCY, CHEROKEE NATION,

August 1, 1861)-.
SIR: I have the honoF to send you my answ.er to the several questions propounded by
the cong ressional committee, through you as chairman, &c. ·
Question 1. ·During how long a period, and in what capadty, in the civil o:r military
service, have you had experience in Indian affairs; or, what other means of observation
have you had, and with what tribe 01r tribes?
.
Answer. I was appointed United States Indian agent for the Cherokee Indians, September
19, 1862, and on the ~:;ixth day of October following I entered on the duties of my office.
Since that time, . nearly three years, I have been almost constantly with the Cherokees. I
have had, however, at different and for considerable periods of time, refugee Indians, Kickapoos, Creeks, Uches, Seminoles, Chickasaws, and Choctaws under my charge. I have, of
course, had more experience with the Cherokees than with any other tribe. But living- most
of the time at Fort Gibson, guarded by three regiments of Indians, and in the Indian country, where the loyal refugee Indians came for protection, I had many opportunities of seeing
and more of hearing what their wants were. Previous to my appointment I had had no
experience in Indian affairs.
Question 2. Are they increasing or decreasing in numbers, and from what causes?
Answer. If there ever was any census of the Cherokee Indians taken, I cannot find it, and
suppose it was lost in the general destruction which was made of the books and papers in the
office of the former agents. From information derived from well-informed persons in the nation, I suppose the Cherokees remained with but little change from original numbers. From
the same source, I learn that their number was about 22,000 at the commencement of
the late rebellion; of these about 8,500 joined the rebellion and went south; and about
13,500 remaiued in the nation. M;~,ny of these were disloyal. Many of the men who
joined the rebellion left their families in the nation. Against the wives and children of
the rebels left in the nation no word or act of disloyalty could be proved, and they had
to be treated as loyal, and possibly were. The children, certainly, were not disloyal.
·what becrtmt of those who went soutb I have no information; hut of those who remained
I can speak with some general knowledge. Early in the year 1861, rebel emissaries came
into the Indian country, for the purpose of making the Indians dissatisfied with us, and to
induce them to join the south and take up arms in the war then raging. The Cherokees,
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generally, un<ler the influence of their chief, John Ross, assumed a kind of "Kentucky neutrality " Later in that) ear that neutrality was thrown off, and two rebel regiments were
raised in the Cherokee nfltion, and became a part of the rebel army. Many Cherokees refused
to join the rebel army, and some who did, finding themselves deceived, voluntarily returned
and joined the Union army. Some made their way out of the nation. Some removed to
places more secnre from molestation from their brethren, and from the rebel army then in
the nation. And many joined with Opotheholo, a loyal Creek, who crossed the Arkansas
river with a part of his people, out of his own reservation, and into that of the Cherokees.
He was pursued by a much larger force than his own ; a battle waF> fought, and Opotheholo
was victor. The rebel force was largely re-enforced; another battle was fought, and that
brave, loyal and able commander and chief was defeated, with great loss in the battle, and
still greater in the pursuit. The night after the batt1e, snow fell to the depth of one foot
or more, and the weather became terribly cold. In the battle and the pursuit, which was
long and fierce and bloody, his party had lost most of their beds and bedding, wearing
apparel, horses, and provisions. In such weather and such a snow, stripped of almost all
they had, they had to find their way into Kansas. Horses and Indians froze to death.
Hundreds were frozen in their extremities. Some recovered, and many died. In the Cherokt>e nation, the rebel Indians were let loose on the loyal Cherokees by the rebel army, an.I
protected by them, in murdering, robbing, and capturing the loyal Cherokees, and stealing
their horses, cattle, wagons, hogs, farming utensils, beds, bedding and clothing, and burning their houses, barns and fencing, and everything else which they could find, and could
not carry away. Some fled into the mountains, abandoning everything they had, glad to
escffpe with their lives. And these remained for months in the winter season, expo~ed, in
their destitute condition, to all the inclemencies of the season, and many died of exposure.
In the spring of 1863 the small-pox broke out among them. No amount of persuasion could
induce a large majority of them to be vaccinated. They took it in the natural way, and great
numbers died. Most of the Cherokee men who remained in the nation, or who returned to it
from the south, enlisted in the Union army as "home guard." In April, 1863, three Indian
regiments, with sometimes some white or colored regiments, were stationed-at Fort Gibson, to protect the property and persons of the Cherokee people. Just how tne Cherokees
were protected, the present condition of their country shows. • The military held Fort Gibson, and all that large tract of country, as far as the guns in Fort Gibson would reach, and
no more. When a bushwhacking party crossed the Arkansas river into the Cherokee
nation, the Indians, all that were out, were called ia to protect Fort Gibson. They knew
Fort Gibson was in no danger, but their famiiies were. They were, against their will, as
it wer.e, tied head and foot in the fort, while their families in the country were insulted,
outraged, plundered, sometimes murdered or carried in captivity out of the country. True,
generally, when a band of bushwhackers were in the country, if they were discovered as
well mounted, a force of infantry, about one-half their ascertained numbers, was sent out
to capture them. The bushwhackers loaded themselves with plunder and left the nation.
The pursuing force did the same, only they did not leave the nation. They returned to
Fort Gibson, loadt-d with plunder, and crowned with glory, reported great success in
driving the enemy from the country, and rested from their labors. This is no fancy sketch,
nor the ludicrous history of a single campaign. It is the veritable history of the war on
this frontier. The Cherokee nation have been robbed by their enemies, of one-fourth of all
they had, and hy their friends and protectors of the balance, until they are literally destitute. In their destitute condition, deprived of everything except the insufficient supply
of clothing, bl:mkets, and provisions furnished by the government, (and frequently within
five miles of the fort.) Deprived of that, and the clothing they wore, and the pony they
rode, if they had one, it is not strange that many died. From all these causes combined,
and others to be named under their appropriate questions, I am satisfied their number has
decreased in three years, of those who remained in the nation, not much (if any) less than
two thousand five hundred, over the natural increase by birth. These causes removed, I
can give no more than a mere conjecture as to increase or decrease. My conjecture, bowever, is that an increase is not the most probable. I think the Cherokees, like ail other
tribes of Indians, will decrease not so rapidly as other tribes less civilized; but surely decrease, and by all the causes which have decreased other tribes.
Question 3. What diseases are most common and most fatal among them, and from
what causes?
Answer. I think this country, generally! is a healthy one; but few loca.l causes of disease.
There are some cases of autumnal complaints. Bilious fever and fever and ague are the
most common. There are more of such on the larger rivers than on the high l::tnds. Of
these disease3 few die. But they are too frequently imperfectly cured. An Iadian is careless of exposure In their weak con<iition, poorly doctored, and worse nursed, the wet,
cold and changeable weather of the winter and spring finds them, and some inflammatory
disease carries them off.
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Question 4. To what extent does intoxication prevail among them, and what legislation,
or practical regulation by the department, do you sug{o!:est to prevent or mitigate the evil?
Answer. I am satisfied, from all I have seen, that intoxication generally prevails among
Indians, and that the Cherokees are not exceptions. Since I have been in the Cherokee
nation, whiskey bas not been plenty. In the commissary, sick certificates to officers were
necessary to obtain it. The great numbers of sick officers, when the commissary bad it,
or when it was smuggled in by others, was astonishing. From what I coulrl see, I supposed that white and Indian officers got most of the whiskey; but that the white officms
drank what they got, and the Indian officers, more liberal, divided theirs with the soldiers.
The consequence was, that more white than Indian officers were seen reeling on the streets,
and more Indian than white common soldiers following the unworthy example. Some
Indians are wholly temperate; some take a dram, and no more, and are never drunk;
some get drunk occasionally, and some get drunk at all times when they can get it. My
experience, owing to the scarcity of whiskey, since I have been among the Cherokees, is
not worth much; but I believe tbat it is true that the first two classes above mentioned
are smaller than among an equal number of white men; and the two last, vastly larger.
All that legh;lation can do to prevent or mitigate the evil has been done already. The
Cherokees have a law now in force, almost the "Maine law," which, I am told, they executed with vigor, before the late rebellion, and may do so again. The Indian agents, subagents, the Indians and the military, by act of Congre"s, can search for and destroy whiskey
found in the nation contrary to law, and anybody can prosecute the offending party in the
courts. This seems to me sufficient. I can suggest nGthing more
Question 5. From your best information and belief, to what extent does prostitution
prevail among them, and the diseases consequent upon it; and to what extent does it
diminish their numbers and enfeeble their oft'spring?
Answer. That prostitution, to a lamentable extent, does prevail, and the diseases consequent upon it, all admit and none deny. Such is my information and belief Aside from
any information derived from physicians and others, I can see-no one can help seeingevery day, evidtJnce of both. Their laws on the subject of marriage and marital rights
are most crude. 'I;hey provide for a liceme to marry, and certain officers and mhdsters of
the Gospel are authorized to solemnize the marriage under the license. Children of such
a marriage s.re legitimate, and inherit their father's property. They have what is called
" blanket marriages." They just live together as husband and wife, and children of such
marriages are. legitimate, if there was no previous marriage. Pol)igamy, to :my extent, is
not punished by their laws, but they have no law allowing it. A man may, at any time
after hjs marriage, abandon his wife and children. They have no law compelling a man,
however able, to support either his wife or children. They are frequently left very poor,
to be raised by the mother. Not taught by their mother to labor, nature teaches them
to live; and not unfrequently they learn to get that living in the most irregular way.
To what extent venereal diseases diminish their numbers and enfeeble their offspring,
with me can only be conjecture. But that it does both is very certain. A frequent recurrence of such diseases with both sexes causes impotence, and prevents natural increase,
undermines their constitutions, and shortens their lives. When the disease has not occurred
with such malignity, or has not recurred so often as to cause impotence, it greatly enfeebles the powers of procreation. This enfeebled constitution is inherited by their children,
and their lives are shortened. From all this I infer their numbers are diminished, their
increase is prevented, and their offspring enfeebled; but to what extent I cannot say.
Question 6. State any other fact bearing upon the causes of their decay, a.nd what is the
best practical remedy .
. Answer. In addition to the causes above stated there are other causes; two may be
mentioned: their quarrels are very bitter; their hatred and love of revenge are not momentary ; they endure during the life of the parties. When an opportunity offers, the death
of one or both parties alone settles the matter. Sometimes thfl quarrel is inherited by
friends and relations, and many lives are lost every year from this cause. One other cause
may be stated: they are very superstitious; they believe in demons, witches, ghosts, good
and evil spirits, and many other kindred beliefs. They too frequently believe those, or
some of them, to be the cause of their diseases, and doctor the patient more to appease the
demon an·d drive him away, than otherwise to cure the disea5e. When medicine is left by
a physician, it is rarely taken as directed. Some old woman or old man, the uglier, more
deformed, and more ignorant the better, comes in, and by charms and incantations drives
off the physician, if not the demon and the disease. Intelligent Indians have discarded
such a belief, but the unintelligent adhere to it; and this costs the nation many lives every
year.
Question 7. Which, in your opinion, is the best policy as white settlements advance and
surround Indian reservations-to maintain the Indians upon them, and endeavor to reEist
encroachments, or to remove them to new reserves remote trom settlements?
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Answer. It is best, in my opinion, to maintain the Cherokees and all other ci vilizad and
partly civilized tribes on their present reservations. The great object of the government is, or
ought to be, to educate, civilize, and Christianize the Indians as fast as possible. "Then that
is accomplished, to admit them as citizens of the United States. 'fhe Cherokees have bad
churches, school-houses, schools and seminaries, all pretty well supported, and will have
them again in a few years. The best plan, in my opinion, is to bring them in contact
with those who speak the English language, from whom the children will learn it. When
that is learned, the great difficulty is overcome of giving them an English education. A
great evil befell the Cherokee nation when Sequoyah invented the Cherokee alphabet. The
sooner the Cherokee alphabet and the Cherokee language cease to be used, the better.
Their business, trading, laws, must be carried on in English. Arts and sciences must be
taught them in English, and not in Cherokee, for in that language they have no terms or
names for these. Educate them. first, christianity and civilization will certainly follow.
Civiliz<ttion and Christianity travel• j:lowly when they precede education, as every Uhristian
effort to civilize anq Christianize· the uneducated heathen proves. Before the rebellion the
Cherokees had salt-works, mills, farms, houses-manr fine ones, and hope to have them
again. Thei'l' country is a fine country for stock, and they had vast herds, and were proud
of it. They are greatly attached to their homes and country. If they are removed, it must
be by force. We never will get their consent to be removed. To deprive them of their
country and all these improvements by force, would be national folly, sin, and everlasting
disgrace. The reason why it will be done, if it is ever done, makes the matter worse if
possible, just because white men want the country. The whole Indian country is one of
the finest on this continent. For that reason the white man wants to get it. And· for the
s~me reason, among others, the Indians want to retain it.
They bought it-they paid f01r
it; they ha.ve title to it-they own it; it is theirs. Just what excuse we can have or
feign, I cannot at present see. When white men want it bad enough, reason enough, such•
as it is, will be given to have it done.
In their last treaty, still in force, they even promised protection as part of the consideration for their homes in Georgia. The Indians do not believe that the government cared
whether they were protected or not. I find it somewhat difficult to convince an Indian
that it did. If I were to judge alone by the qualities of the friends and protectors employed, I should find it diffiuclt to keep myself convinced that it did. That they were
shamefully neglected admits of no dispute. Unprotected, they were driven about from
place to place ; robbed and plundered ; their property ruthlessly destroyed, when it could
not b8 carried off; their friends and relations butchered or carried into captivity. Almost
all the Indians in the army were held in Fort Gibson to protect it, while their property and
families were left a prey to the enemy, and far worse than that, left a prey to their friends
and protectors. They have lost nearly all they had but their homes. Now to deprive them
of that, by any means, and find new homes where they would not be molested by white
settlements, would send them among the wild tribes of the west, professional thieves, robbers and murderers-the Bedouins of America-when they would be plundered and mtudeted by these wild surrounding tribes; or they might be compelled to join with them,
and from their superior intelligence and knowledge of fire-arms, they might . become able
instructors of these professional plunderers and murderers. One thing to me seems certain,
their advance in civilization will receive a back-set not to be recovered in fifty years, if
ever. Even if they consent to an exchange of homes, which I think thPy nevrr will do,
and we give them homes as good as they now have, they will never think so, and be dissatisfied, and think themselves cheated by design by us, and be far more likely to follow
the bad example of their new neighbors than to set them better. It it> astonishing how
fast they have retrograded in four years. The best and most intelligent portion of the
Cherokee people often remark, with regret, the rapid strides which vice and immorality have
made during the four years of war and neglect. I hope for our sake, as professing Christians, that they may not be removed from their present homes. I hope for their sake it
may not be done. I hope the good which education, Christianity, and civiliza.tion hrwe
already done them may not be lost. They have to live somewhere. My decided opinion
is, they should be fully protected in their present homes, and encouraged by every means
in our power to regain what they have lost.
Question 8. Is it best that their lands should be held in common, or in severalty?
Answer. For very many years to come, and after many changes all for the better, and after
the males have gone to work, as farmers should do, and the females assume household
duties, it will be the only safe way for the Indians to hold their htnds in common. As it
now is, and ought to continue, if an Indian gets tired of the place where be lives, he can
sell it and go on to any other common land, make an improvement, and build a cabin and
call it hi~ home. This would not be so if lands were held in saveralty. This would cease
as soon as their lands are severed. When, as it now is, they wish to change location, they
sell or abandon their improvements and have to work into another-a benefit rather than
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an mJUTY; bnt if they had to buy, they would soon have nothing to buy with. This remark does not apply to the rich or to the energetic, but it does apply to a vast number of
Indians who are comparatively poor and indolent; too numerous a class to overlook. I
think until intelligence, industry and energy are much more generally diffused among
Cherokees, it will be too soon to sever their lands.
Question 9. If held in severalty, is it safe to confer the power of alienation of real estate
upon Indians ; if so, upon what classes, and under what limitations?
Answer. When the time comes for severing their lands, and it is done, withhold the
power of> alieuation until the system has been fairly tested and distinctly understood by
them. 'l'his will take many years-not les~t than twenty-five-and then it will do to allow
the power of alienation. It would, even then, be a wise provision to allow one person to
hold only two at most of family rights, rendering all other purchases void . When his
children become of age he might, in the name of his adult son or daughter, purchase a like
home for them, absolutely as they severally become of age. I would allow any to sell, but
limit purchases even to an Indian ; and never to a white man until the Indians are admitted citizens of the United States, and then only after the Indians by their proper authority ask it.
Question 10. What proportion of them, upon their reservations, give attention to agriculture, or stock-raising; and which are they, males or females, half-breeds or full-bloods?
Answer. Nearly all the Cherokees, in a small way, cultivate their lands. Only a very
small number cultivate largely. Generally, with those who raise grain, a small field of
corn-with a very few of those-a small field of wheat, and a vegetable garden, constitute
their farm products. A few cultivate more largely, but too many, one-fourth perhaps,
raise less than will make their bread. The Indian men are generally indolent and carele::;s.
The women are generally slow at their work, but steady and industrious. and will do a
considerable amount of labor. In too many cases the women have to do most of the work
that is done.
The cultivation by the best f-trmers among the Cherokees, I think, has always been defective, and with the poorer farmers abominable. This country is subject to drought. Their
lands are very rich. They plough for all crops too shallow; and corn, when growing, they
aultivate too little. Their shallow ploughing on their rich land of a wet season product'S
a g ,)Od crop. Of a dry season their crups are poor. Their dry seasons are as common as
their wet ones If their grounds were broken deeply, and their corn kept clear of weeds,
but few of their seasons are so dry as to prevent a large yield. Their grounds properly
aultivated of a w~t season produce as fine crops of grain as I ever saw.
Horses, mules, cattle, sheep and hogs are reared with so little trouble and expense that
at the beginning of the late rebellion almost all the Cherokees had some stock. Many had
large stocks, and a few had them of their own raising by thousands. They have not, heretofore, had to feed their stock of any kind in winter, except a few for use ; but their herds
of all kinds lived, and the grown ones, not too old, kept fat all winter. Young stock,
generally, got lean, but few, if any, died of starvation. In a country where all stock winters
i'tself, natural increase even from a small beginning soon swells into vast herds.
The half· breeds generally attended to their farms and stock, and many grew wealthy.
The full-bloods generally did not so well, it seems, attend to their stock, and too frequently
left cultivation to the women and children, who could only raise a scanty subsistence, and
but few grew wealthy. Among the full-bloods I think most of them have discarded the
notion that labor is disgraceful to a man. But I think but few of them are covetous of any
honors conferred by industry.
Their laws allow husband and wife to own separate property. It is not uncommon
among full-uloods for the women to own most of the stock, and generally as much as their
husbands. Among half-breeds the women generally own separate property, but not to so
great an extent. The half-bloods were greatly more wealthy than full-bloods, and owned,
I believe, all the great herds. The haif-bloods had the greater portion of the wealth and
energy of the nation. These generally joined the rebels and went south, and left almost
all their wealtb in the nation. A very general determination now exists among the Cherokees who remained loyal that the rebel Cerokees shall not be allowed to return and form
a part of the nation unless they submit to conditions not now likely to be accepted.
Question 11. What has been the effect of schools among them, and what kind of schools
do you recommend as most advantageous for them, and what is your opinion of manual·
labor schoolti ?
Answtr. The effect of schools has been just the same among the Indians that it would
have been in a white community. The Cherokees, as a people, do not lack capacity.
Their indolence is their drawback.
Hereafter, when treaties are ruade w:ith the Cherokees, by which money is their due, we
ought to insist on a large part or all of it to be funded, and the interest only paid to the
nation for educational purposes. The common school system, as nearly as practh;able of the
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eastern States, is, I think, the best for them. English schools only should be supported.
Schools to teach the Cherokee language should receive no encouragement whatever. The
1woner they are abandoned the better. Even the full-bloods, when they find the Englit>h
schools free, will support them in time. They have many of their own people now, and
soon would have more, who speak both languages, able to teach in their common schools.
'Tbis is a great advantage in teaching the children who speak the English language
imperfectly.
1\'lanual-labor schools, I am satisfied, would do a vast amount of good, and are well worth
an experiment if we could get them attended. The p-:~,tient industry and petteverance
neces:>ary in a pupil in a manual-labor school is certainly not common in a young Indian,
but there are exceptions As many of their orphans as could be got into these schools
should be placed there. In them they would learn the English language, receive some
education, and be taught how to work : all very necessary in their reformation. lt is
estimated that there are twelve hundred orphans in the nation; of this number enoui!h
could be got in the schools to test the matter as an experiment. I am by no means, however, sanguine that manual-labor schools will be successful. If fully tried they would be,
but I fear they will,not receive a full and fair trial.
Question 12. What has been the effect of Christian missions among them, and what do
you recommend upon that subject?
Answer. I am satisfied that Christian missions among the Cherokees have had nothing
but a salutary influence, and ought to be aided and encouraged by every means in our
power. Educate them, and then teach them by precept and example that our ways ate
bt"tter than their ways, and our faith is better than their faith, and civilization follows as
a consequence.
I would recommend that no bad man, or man of doubtful reputation, should be sent
among them. A competent salary, sufficient to command talents, industry and ze3.l in his
great work, should be provided. The means of bestowing alms and rendering aid in proper
cases to a limited amount, it is also well to 'provide. Manual-labor schools and other
sc:h ool:> should ue connected with the missionary establishment, and be a p:u t of it. No
young sin gle man should be employed. The danger of setting ~n evil example i~ too
great. "Lead us not into temptation" was, and is, a wise precaution as well for mbsionaries as others
Question 13. As to the country called the Indian territory, what do you recommend in
relation to that, after its pacification ; should it be held by the tribes under former treaty
stipulations, or under new treaty arrangements ; or be organized into a t erritorial government for the civilized tribes ; and if the latter, upon what conditions and limitations as
to residence, s uffrage, eligibility to office, and the powers of the separate tribes therein ?
Answer. My opinion is that the country called the Indian territory, which is now held
by the more civilized tribes, should continue to be held by them. Whether under former
treaty stipulations or new ones, I am, for want of sufficient information, unable at present
to say. Uircumstances may have arisen, or may arise, which have or will render new ones
uecessary. At present I see none. We have granted to the Cherokees by patent, as I am
informed, their present reservation. If that is so, our duty is very plain. We have but to
comply with our treaty stipulations. Protect them on their present reservation as we are
bound by treaty, or with th eir free consent buy their hnds. It is not an open question
what w~:: think would be the be:;t for us or for them, but what we and they think, and
what they will agree sh;-d l be done. We have so long and so often recognized in them a
sort of sove reig nty, the treaty-making power, and the obligatrny force of these treaties on
us, that it would be unjust in us and unjust to them now to deny them any of the rights
heretofore conceded or implied.
Your question seems to imply but one territory for all the civilized tribes, which, I suppose, includes the Cherokees, Creeks, Uches, Seminoles, Choctaws and Chickasaws, and per- ,
haps some others. Two-fifths of the Cherokees, one-half or more of the Creeks, Uches, and
Seminoles, nine-tenths of the Choctaws and Chickasaws, were rebels and joined the south in
the late rebellion. They are rebels still, and will so continue a long time, if not forever.
Now all these in one territory, the rebels will unite and vote for rebels, and the consequence is certain-a rebel will be elected to Congress. This circumstance alone will embitter the feud, and keep this rebel feeling aw;.~.ke and active ; and having the majority at
the start, the power perpetuates itself and will grow stronger. In this generation none but
a rebel will be elected.
The Creeks, Seminoles, and Uches are but different bands of the Creeks, and united are
the most numerous of these tribes. The Choctaws and Uhickasaws are of one origin, and
arc but Choctaws. These uniteci are the next to the strongest of these tribes. The Cherokees, the m ost intelligent, are the smallest of these tribes. The rebel Creeks, Heminoles,
and Uches will return to the nation when they choose. 'rhey are as numerous, or more so
than the loyal portion, a-nd must be allowed to return, but they cannot force the Union
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portion to love them. The rebel Choctaws and Chickasaws are nearly the whole of these
nations, and can come home when they please, and impose just such conditions on the
Union men as they choose ; and hate will make these conditions bard enough. The question among them may be, will they have a rebel Creek or a rebel Choctaw; but it never
can or will be, shall they have a Union man or a Cherokee . . The Union Cherokees are as
certainly disfranchised as they can be. Make but one territory for their nation of people,
spealdng as they do their languages, no one understanding the other, no feeling in common,
no interest in common, each jealous of the other, and each one unwilling, if in his power, to
do anything which woRld be a benefit to the other. These three powers your question
seems to suppose may be formed into one territory. Our governor and judges might be
appointed for the Indian territory and do well enough ; but if a territory is formed, each
nation ought to have its own delegate, or else there should be none at all.
If a territorial government is formed, I think as few conditions and limitations as to
suffrage, re.sidence, or eligibility to office, as is compatible with their change of government, should be made. Their separate tribal organizations should, without doubt, remain
just as they are ; they must not be touched.
I believe, however, that better than any of these, and best of all, is, for the present and
for a long time to come, to leave them jnst as they are.
Question 14. Onght money annuities to Indians to be discontinued as far as consistent
with treaty obligations?
Answer. When we get clear of our present treaty obligations for the payment of money
annuities to all Indians, I would make no more. I would, in all treaties with them or in
any way by which we become indebted to them, hold the principal in trust and pay them
the iuterest only, and that payment for the benevolent purposes of establishing missionary
institutions, their education, their civilization, their Christianization, and for the useful
purposes of procuring seeds, farming implements, and domestic animals. Indians are not
very self-relying. When they have money annuities falling due, their general indolent
habits easily pursuade them that their coming annuities will supply them, and they neglect to make the proper exertion to supply their wants.
The time has come with many, and soon will with all the tribes in the United States,
when they will be unable to support themselves by the chase, and must either support
themselves by their labor or starve. And the sooner they begin to labor the better for all
concerned. And we ought to make the office to aid them; and aid them to engage in agricultural pursuitl" as fast as we can induce them to receive it, instead of money annuities
now due or to become due. The Cherokees before the late rebellion had what they wanted,
but now, in their present destitute condition, such aid would be vastly more advantageous
than money annuities.
Of the amount paid to the Indians nominally by the government, I think it would be
safe to say more than ninety-nine per cent. was actually paid to the traders, and Jess than
one per cent. to the Indians. I only saw seven dollars paid to an Indian. When an Indian's name WI\S called a trader stated his claim ; the Indian said '• Uh!" Whether that
was yes or no I could not say, but the money was paid to the trader.
Question 16. What proportion is received by the traders for goods and supplies already
adyanced?
Answer. In the only payment I ever saw made, the proportion was as I stated in the
pr~etting answer. It was all claimed, and nob;)dy disputed it, for goods and supplies
already adv<tnced.
Question 17. What proportion is squandered for intoxicating drinks or in gambling?
Answer. I have no knowledge whate\'er. In the only payment I ever saw made, so little
was received by the Indians (that little was all paid to one Indian, and he was a temperate
man) that I could form no opinion. As a general rule, Indians love stimulating drinks,
and are inveterate gamblers. Never having made a money payment, I can only judge
from payments made by the United States paymasters for military services Whiskey was
sometimes not to be had, and generally only by a few. Gambling was general at these
payments, but, as well as I could judge, only for small amounts.
I have issued goods and clothing frequently to the Cherokees, and sometimes to the
Creeks, Seminoles, and Uches. I never saw any disposition by any to sell either. All Indians are fond of dress, and the tribes last named have adopted the fashion of the white
people. When they have the means they generally dress themselves neatly, tastefully,
ffnd even elegantly. 'They manifest both taste -and jndgment in their selection of goods.
The dresses of the women are well and neatlv fitted ttnd well made.
Question 18. What Qan be practically don~ to secure the Indian against the two latter
. evils, when payments in money or goods and clothing are made?
Answer. My answer to question 4th answers this que~tion , t •) which I refer. I am sa.tisfied that all that legislation can do has been already done.
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Question 19. What is the practical operation of the '' ordet· system" adopted by the
licensed traders among them? State your opinion of the merits of the same.
Answer. I have seen just enough of the "order system" to know what it is, but not
enough to form any decided opinion about it. I had a suspiCion that all was not right. I
can hardly believe that if its practical operation was favorable to the Indians that the
traders would have adopted it. If favorable to the trader, it ought not to be tolerated.
The Indians, the least civilized the worse, are unable to protect themselves against white
men. They ought to be protected by every means in our power. Close watching is no inconvenience to an honest trader, and does the Indian some good if any trader is disposed
to be dishonest. I do not see any great good the " order system " can do a trader, or any
great harm it can do the Indians; it may do both. "Caution is the parent of safety."
Question 15. What proportion actually reaches the hands of the Indians?
Answer. I never saw but one payment of Indian annuities in money made. Then between thirty-one and thirty-two dollars was due each one. Twenty-five dollars was paid.
Nobody told me what became of the six or seven dollars not paid. I was not quite Paul
Pry enough to inquire. I guess it went to the support of the ministry, as a preacher was
engar.sed in the payment.
Question 21. In setting apart reserves, is it advisable to do so by treaty with the tribes,
or to do so by law, or by regulation of the department, enforcing the same by arms?
Answer. I think the best and only way for us now to set apart Indian reserves is to do
so by treaty with the tribes. The next best way to do it is by law. Tht) very worst way
is by regulation of a department enforcing it by arms. We have made treaties with the
Indian tribes, and in so many other ways acknowledged that they have rights; we ought
not now to be allowed to say they have none. This regulating Indians out of one Territory
into another, enforcing it by arms, is always oppressive, and can only be juctified as a
necessary war measure in time of actual hostility. 'fo do so in time of peace would show
that we were willing to be oppressors without the necessity. All our transactions with the
Indian tribes should be done by treaty, and only by treaty. If the Indians have a country
which we want, and they will sell, we may buy it. If they refuse to sdl, it is their right
so to do, and there is no remedy. If my neighbor has land which I want worse than he
does, and have more use for it than he has, yet if he refuses to sell I must be contented.
And very common honesty and morality forbids me to harass his enjoyment so as to make
him willing to sell. An individual who would violate this rule would be considered a
scoundrel. It is just as well for a nation to be honest and moral as it is for an individuaL
,-. Question 20. Under what department of the government, the War Department or the
Interior, should the Indian Bureau be placed, to secure the best and most economical
administration of it? State your opinion and reasons.
Answer. I know, from three years' experience, that an Indian agent has constant employment; if ever idle, he is neglecting or postponing some duty which ought to be performed.
These duties are sometimes important in the eyes of the agent, sometimes of but little and
sometimes of no importance whatever. They all seem important to the person wishing
them attendee! to, and he is dissatisfied if they are not. Some reside a long way from the
agency, and it is of some importance to have his business done, or even refused, if need be,
at his first visit to save a second. An agency ought always to be established as nearly
central as possible in the Territory; justice requires this. Let who will be or act as Indian
agent, he ought always to be at his agency ready to discharge his duty. If the Bureau of
Indian Affairs should be transferred to the War Department, still an Indian agent has to
he appointed, or the dut.y be done by some military officer designated for that purpose. If
he attends well to his duties of Indian agent, he will have no time to attend to his military
duty. If some officer be designated who has no military duty to perform, or so few as to
leave him time to attend to the duties of agent, would it not be well to abolish such an
office, and, if desirable, appoint him an Indian agent. If an army officer could attend to
his military duty and the duty of Indian agent for his army pay, the agent's salary would
be saved ; but that is all. In most cases it is most probable that t}le military post of the
officer will be a long way from the tribe for which he is to do the duties of agent. In such
a case, when he is at one, he will be away and neglecting the other, and one or the other
or both will be imperfectly done. If the pay is increased, corresponding to the increased
amount of labor required, as it should be, then nothing is saved in money, and nothing
gained in any way, uut this much lost What ought to be well done must and will be but
imperfectly performed. The work hfts to be done by men, some of whom will do their duty
if they can, and some will not; and whether they are in or out of the army makes no
difference.\ But when you ass'gn a man more duty than he can perform, some of it must
remain undone.
I can see no more connexion or affinity between military affairs anrl the Indian Bureau
than there is between military affairs and any other bureau in any of the departments.
!•believe the War Department already in this country has as much power and influence
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as it is entirely safe for it to possess. I also think the change wholly unnecessary. We
may some day have to regret this conferring unnecessary power and influence on the War
Department. Where it now is it can do no harm-the change might.
I see, or I think I see, a wish manifested by officers of the army to maintain the army
hereafter on too grand a scale to meet my approbation. Transfer the Indian bureau to the
War Department, and army officers and army contractors furnish the supplies ; this, of itself,
creates the necessity for retaining enough army officers over and above what is required for
the military service to perform the civil duty of the Indian department. The pay of the
army officers is higher than equal grades in civil employment. On the score of honesty,
faithfulness, and ability, I suppose there is no difference . There are capable, honest, and
faithful men in the army and out of it, and still some that are not. I see nothing to gain
by the change. I never would confer any power on the War Department of our government except the power to regulate and manage the army, and keep that as small in times
of peace as is consistent with safety.
Question 22. What proportion of the children are orphans, and to what extent would it
be practical for the Indian bureau to place orphan children in the families of Christian
white men, to be trained and educated in the English language and in the habits of civilized life?
Answer. From the best information I can get, and from all I can see and know, I am of
opinion there a1e not less than twelve, and perhaps fifteen hundred orphans in the nation.
The proportion not far from one-third of all the children. There are many of these-say
one-third, or four or five hundred-whose fathers ~tnd mothers have separated and taken
other husbands and wives; and both abandoned the offspring of the previous marriage. The
Cherokees have no law compelling parents to support their children, and no law prohibiting as many subsequent marriages as may suit the taste of parties. Their laws do bastardize the children of all marriages but the first, the first husband or wife being alive. And
all these are orphans as well as those whose parents are dead. Some instances of bad faith
on the part of the government officers, and many more suspected by them, will make the
Indians very slow to agree to any such arrangement, and slow to encourage a bPginning.
Any one must be well acquainted with Indian character before he can be made to believe
how proud and jealous they are. If either their pride or jealousy should be arouRed, but
little or nothing could be done. Confidence with an Indian is of slow growth, and must
receive no back-set whatever during an experiment, or all is lost. What their fathers
did successfully they will do ; what their fathers never tried and proved they are very
slow to try or prove. l am of opinion that among the Cherokees many half-bloods,
and some-a few-full-bloods, would set an example with their orphan relations. If
tried, it must be successful, and the Indians will see it. There is no want of the keenest sagacity among the Indian tribes and among the Cherokees; their natural sagacity
is considerably improved by education and association with intelligent and educated
persons; and the intelligent ones will not fail to see the advantage this will be to their
people. The measure commends itself to my mind with great force, and promises great
good to the Cherokees, without any pecuniary benefit to the white race. In too many of
our transactions with the Indian tribes they think we have the advantage. Our interest
in the transaction was certain ; theirs in prospect only. Our interest was pressed early and
late ; theirs attended to when we had nothing else to do. This judgment seems too severe.
They have some acts committed, and omitted whatever was intended, which show part of
which they complain. A part of the considerations for the lands in Georgia, North Carolina, Tenne;;see, and Alabama, was promised protection. When they wanted protection,
their men in our army, we suffered their people to be robbed and murdered for more than
two years, until their property was destroyed or carried off, until they had nothing left
worth coming after, when their poverty-not our arms-protected them. This they know,
for they felt it and feel it still. This and other acts makes them distrustful of everything
proposed by white meR.
This is a sort of missionary measure, and must meet with a hearty response from that
quarter. Our missionary societies, with very little e:ff,Ht, can be enlisted in this cause. It
would give an opportunity to put in practice their benevolent inclinations. Let each one
who is a fit person to have the care of an Indian child have one, and train him up in the
way he should go, and great good will be the result. No one measure for the reformation
and improvement of the Indian tribes promises more good, if they would generally adopt
it. If they will try it as an experiment, which I think they will do, at least their prejudice
will be overcome in time, and much good will be done. I think the Cherokees will be
more easily induced to adopt the measure than any of the surrounding tribes.
In all treaties hereafter made I would try to insert a clause, and insist on it, for all or as
many of their orphans as they will consent to being given up and trained and educated in
Christian families by white men in the English language and in the h'l.bits of civilized life.
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As I suggested in a former answer, I repeat it: I would insert a clam;e in every treaty·
hereafter made with any and all tribes . setting apart a missionary fund to aid this and
other missionary objects.
Respectfully submitted.
J, HARLAN,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. J. R. DooLITTLE, Chairman, S;c.

Reply of H. W Martin, United States Indian agent.
SAC - AND

Fox

AGENCY, KANSAS,

September 12, 1865.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular letter of May 10,
1865, embracing twenty-three questions, in relation to Indian affairs. In reply, I will try
to answer them in their order.
1. I have had some acquaintance with the Shawnees, Pottawatomies, Kansas and
Dela:wares, for the past nine years. In 1862 I spent six months as special Indian agent,
accompanying the Indian brigade part of the time, in the Indian territory, where I came
in contact with the Cherokees, Creeks, Chickasaws, Choctaws, Osages, and various other
tribes, and for the last two and a half years I have been agent for the Sa.cs and Foxes,
and Chippewa and Christian Indians, residing in the Sac and Fox reserve.
2. This tribe are steadily decreasing in number, from various caus!Js-their manner of
living, exposure to cold and wet, and especially to drunkenness. Nine out often of them will
get drunk if they can get the liquor. When drunk they abuse one another, and by exposure contract disease, and death follows.
·
3. The diseases most fatal are consumption, aided, I think, by all the diseases that follow
prostitution-syphilis, scrofula, &c.
'
4. Intoxication prevails to aa alarming extent among all the western tribes of which I
have any knowledge. I do not know that I can make any suggestion that would be worth
anything to you or the committee. In my opinion the laws and regulations are sufficient, if
promptly and faithfully executed. In order that offenders may be promptly punished , give
United States commissioners the power to fine and imprison for selling liquor and stealing
timber and ponies from tl1e Indians, and for other depredations in the Indian country, for the
reason that we have no trouble in getting witnesses before a United States commissioner
on the reserve j but it is almost impossible to get Indian witnesses before the court, for when
court sits, nine chances to one the witnesses will be out on the buffalo hunt, and cannot be
brought before the court. The result is the offender is discharged. This applies especLLlly
to Blanket Indians, who have great aversion to going to or before our courts.
5 and 6. I respectfully refer to the st~:ttement of Ur. A. Wiley, who has been the physician to this tribe for the past four years.
7. In my opinion it will be impossible to maintain Blanket Indiaus on reiierves, surrounded by white settlers in the State of Kansas, or any other l::itate. Indians who have
adopted the customs of the whites may possibly remain within the State. But Blanket
Indians should be removed as early as possible to the Indian territory.
8. Blanket Indians will hold their lands in common, and a large number of them change
or move three or four times in one year, living in one part of the reserve to-day, and in
another part to-morrow.
9. I do not think it safe t9 confer the power of alienation upon any full-blood Indian in
the United States; and if conferred on the half-breeds except in special cases, in nine cases
out of ten they would soon squander it, and become a dead weight on their own or some
other tribe.
10. Most of the labor on this reserve is performed by the women. Among the full-bloods,
the men consider it a disgrace to work. The half-breeds to some extent naturally follow
their example, while a few adopt the customs of the whites, and live like them. Almost
every family in this tribe raities corn, beans, and pumpkins enough to do them. Almost
their entire wealth is in ponies, but three or four raising any cattle or hogs.
11. I would recommend manual-labor schools, under the control of Protestant teachers,
for the reason that Catholics educate rather than elevate the Indian.
12. Among Blanket Indians, I think all missionaries ought to be practical teachers ; the
more civilized should be supplied with missionaries.
13. I do not feel competent to answer the ,question, but will give my opinion. What is
now called the Indian territory ought to be .held under new treaty stipulations, with pro-
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visions for locating aU the tribes in the western States, south of a given line, and to be
kept exclusively for the Indians. I would consider it unwise to establish a territorial government over the In•lians at the pre~ent time.
14. I think money annuities ought to be discontinued altogether.
15. I cannot answer this question, as my experience has been confined to the order
system.
16. At this agency, none.
17. A large portion of the balances paid in money, together with sale of ponies, furs,
&c., is sqnandered in drinking and gambling.
18. A United States commissioner with power to fine and imprison.
19. I consider the order system the best ever adopted for the Indians. Orders are issued
to each bead of the families and single persons, which is placed to their credit. They supply
their wants from time to time until the order is taken up in flour, bacon, sugar, coffee,
blankets, &c., &c.-such as make up the clothing of a Blanket Indian ; the women and
children getting their share of clothing and provisions. Many of them trade on the order
from payment to payment, having a balance due them after paying their account, ranging
from one to twenty dollars ; the result is that the Sac and Fox Indians are the best fed and
clothed tribe that I have seen in the State ; while I am very certain, that if the annuity
were paid in money, a large number of women and children would not receive one cent.
20 . In my opinion the Bureau of Indian Affairs should be placed under the control of
the Interior Department, and removed as far as possible from the military, with a view of
keeping down the war spirit among the Indians.
21. In my opinion all reserves should be set apart, by treaty with the tribe or tribes, and
faithfully adhered to by the government, holding the tribe accountable to the treaty stipulations, whch is the peaceable way of dealing with Indians .
22. I am unable to state the proportion of orphan children in this tribe, but believe it to
be very large. In relation to placing them in the families of Christians, I give it as my
opinion, that while there is so large a number of orphan white children totally neglected
by Christian white men, I have but little faith in their doing anything for orphan Indian children, and especially as the former can be educated and made useful citizens with one-tenth
part the trouble that will be required to make a good citizen of the latter.
23 . I would recomm~nd manual-labor schools, the children to reside at the mission as
their home, and to be entirely under the control of the teachers and agent. Parents should
have no control over them whatever.
Very respectfully, your obedient t:ervant,
H. W. MARTIN,
United States Indian Agent.
Hon. J. R. DooLITTLE,
Chairman, &{c., Racine, Wisconsin.

SAc

AND

Fox

AGENCY, KANSA~,

August 18, 1865.

SIR: To the questions put by you concerning the social condition of the Sac and Fox
nation of Indians, in answer to question No. 5, will say, without doubt, prostitution bas
and does exist to a fearful extent in this nation. The facts upon which I predicate this
statement are :
1. The constitutional degeneracy of a large majority of the nation; almost every patient
that presents himself or herself, "bears the marks of the beast." In a large majority of
case&, every excoriation, every sore, and every wound, takes upon itself that indolent and
sluggish disposition characteristic of syphilis, and the remedies administered in genuine syphilis are indicated in their cases.
2. 'l'heir domestic relations are calculated to create and foster prostitution. A man takes
a woman as his wife; then puts her away upon the most simple pretext, takes another, and
she leaves because he takes a second ; or perhaps she may remain, and the man has two or
more wives if he wishes. In fact their domestic relations are nothing but a system of prostitution, (at least would be among whites, its effects being the same as like causes would
produce among whites.)
6. Drunkenness has been another cause which has tended to waste this nation; but the
rigid measures you have instituted, and the energetic manner in which you have enforced
those measures, have caused whiskey to become quite a stranger among this people. The
Indian has possessed himself of all the vices of civilization, and nothing but the virtues of
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civilization can place him in a savable condition. He must be treated as a wayward child,
placing him as far from vicious influences as possible, and then educate him above them.
Respeetfully, your obedient servant,
ALBERT WILEY, M. D .,
Physician to the Sac and Fox NatiM.
H. w. MARTIN,
United States Indian Agent,

Reply of W. H. Waterman, Superintendent

of Indian affairs.

OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Olympia, Washington T~rritory, August

31, 1865.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your circular, dated May 10, containing a list of inquiries relative to Indian a.ffairs.
Below please notice my answer to those inquiries in the order of their numbers.
1. My experience in Indian affairs has been acquired in the capacity of superintendent
Indian affairs in Washington Territory, upon the duties of which office I entered about one
year ago.
2. I think the Indian tribes are generally decreasing in numbers. The higher their attainments in the habits of civilization, the less their decrease in num her, and in some of the
tribes the population is holding its own, and possibly in a few on the increase. This is true,
however, of but few tribes who have adopted the habits of civilization, in regard to their
dwellings, food, clothing and employment.
3. The most prevalent and most fatal diseases among Indians are diseases of the lungs
and scrofula ; marks of the latter being visible upon the persons of multitudes of them at an
early age, and fastening itself upon the lungs, hurries them to premature death. These
dise:1ses are induced upon them by the necessary exposure of their mode of life, and the
demoralization growing out of their contact with debased and unprincipled white men.
4. Indians located in the vicinity of towns, where the temptation is before them, are
much addicted to intemperance; and although the legislation is very strict on the subject
of furnishing intoxicating liquors to them, yet under our present system, and with the present state of public feeling on the subject, it is found very difficult, and in many cases quite
impossible to inflict upon the offender the penalty of the law. There is a manifest disposition on the part of the people to screen this class of offenders from justice. When tried
by a jury it is fmmd practically impossible to obtain a verdict against them, however clear
and unequivocal the evidence. If the form of trial could be more arbitrary and independent of the people, I think the ends of justice would be much more likely to be subserved,
and the Indians would be better protected against the most serious impediment in the way
of their elevation. If the trial could be before a United States commissioner, and proper
care be taken in the selection of the man to perform the duties of that office, I think the
interdiction of the evil could be made very effective.
5. I have no doubt that prostitution is very general among most of the tribes. This is
one of the concomitant evils of intemperance, and its prevalence is greater or less in proportion to the facilities they have for obtaining liquor. Both of these sources of demoralization become less in proportion to the degree of moral and Christian influence brought to
bear upon them. And in those agencies which are remote from business centres, and which
are under the control of earnest, devoted Christian men, there is very little complaint of
either of these evils; but where vigilance on the part of agents is wanting, and where the
low state of the public morals is such that the people connive at a.nd encourage these immoralities, habits"of prostitution are very general, and the effect is very marked upon the health
both of the parents and their off1lpring. The diseases immediately consequent upon this
habit result more remotely in the scrofulous and pulmonary complaints, so very prevalent
among them, and which are rapidly wasting the health and life of the race. Very few
infants born of diseased parents live to pass the period of infancy, and multitudes of those
who have attained the age of manhood and womanhood fall by consumption before reaching the age of 30-a nece8sary result of the immorality of intemperance and licentiousness,
hastened, of course, to its termination, by the exposure of their savage mode of life. I have
no doubt that three-fourths of the mortality among those tribes whqse numbers are rapidly
decreasing is the result, remotely or directly, of licentious intercourse with debased white
men, who induce them to the practice by furnishing them with intoxicating drinks; and
I cannot forbear expressing my strong desire that some form of legal proceedings be instituted by which men of this class may be brought to condign punishment; and that, in my
SIR:
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opmwn. can only be done by the admission of Indian testimony, before some officer appointed by the general government.
The heresy is so common in the minds of the people, that '' the Indian ha& no rights that the
while men are bound to re~p~ct' '-that he is doomed to extermination and the faster he disappears the
better-that it is impossible to obtain justice in our ordinary courts.

6 and 12. I choose to connect the 6th and 12th questions together, and in reply to say,
that in my judgment there is no power given under heaven among men, whereby either
the souls or the bodies of a barbarous race can be saved, except the power of the Christian
religion ; and that this power can be brought to bear upon them only through the agency
of men inspired by a true missionary spirit.
The principle holds good everywhere and always, that when a weak race comes in con·
tact with a stronger race, the contact will be at one of the two extremes of social life. The
savage has nothing in him by nature to affiliate him with civilization in its better manifestation, ani civiliz•tion, in the absence of Christian love, has nothing in it to prompt it
to go out after the savage, to make sacrifices for his improvement, or to seek to bring him
on to its own level.
Hence, when two races are thus brought in contact, the savage will naturally affiliate
with the lowest forms of social life in the stronger race ; the lower and the more degraded
the social manifestations on the part of the latter, the more natural and the more intimate
will be the contact. Hence it is in all cases where attempts are made by government or
by individuals to bring civilization to the Indians without the aid of religion, that the Indians take on the vices instead of the virtues of civilization, and are made worse instead of
better by their contact ·w ith the white race. This is seen everywhere: the lowest, the
meanest, the most licentious and morally corrupt of the white race are the intimate associates of the Indians, so far as the two races are brought at all into social contact. And
you can only bring civilization to the weaker race by presenting its highest manifestation
as seen in the love, the charity, the patience, and seif.sacrificing benevolence of Christianity. If you will bring these two extremes of humanity into contact in the spirit of the
true missionary, and, after the example of J esm~, our great pattern, who continually brought
himself into contact with the worst and weakest, the most ignorant and degraded of the
race, that he might win them to come on to his moral level, that he might assimilate them
to his type of humanity, and thus redeem them from their degradation, then the contact
will be salutary to the Indians, and Christianity will work out the same results on them as
on other men. This statement is abundantly borne out by facts, not only in America, but
everywhere. To whatever heathen race the missionary has gone with the torch of Christianity in his hand and in the spirit of his master, he has attained success in communicating
not only the lessons of religion, but by conferring in a greater or less degree the blessings
of civilization. Among our own tribes the following declaration will be found to bold
good. In proportion as Indian agencies are conducted and managed in a true Christian
spirit, making the religion of the New Testament the basis of all intercourse with the Indians, in that proportion do the immoralities and the diseases of the race become less. Sin
and sickness are closely allied, and in proportion as you banish the one do you cure the ·
other. We have in this Territory one agency that is truly a missionary station. It is true
there are local and physical advantages in its favor which some other reservations do not
enjoy. It is remote from business centres, the land is arable and fertile, and the climate
is congenial. There are fewer influences and temptations to evil in its surroundings than
in those of other agencies, and while all due credit should be given to these favorable circumstances, yet there is another fact which distinguishes it from all the others. The
agent himself is a Christian missionary, and all the employes under him are Christian
men. The business of the agency is being done in a Christian spirit, and the result is
there is less of immorality, less of disease, less of decay, more industry, more agriculture,
more mechanical art, better habitations, and in every respect more of the comforts of civilized life in connexion with that agency than any other in the Territory. I most devoutly
wish that all our Indian agencies were organized in the same manner and conducted in the
same spirit.
7. In regard to the question of removing Indians from their reservations, I desire to say
that while the interests of both white men and Indians seem sometimes to be embarrassed
by the reservations being situated in the midst of white settlements, yet it is very difficult
to remove Indians from localities where their home has been for a long time without dissatisfaction and injustice. Indians are attached to their local habitation, near which are
the graves of their fathers and friends and the associations of their childhood. They dislike to be dispossessed of them, and though they may be tempted for a consideration to
surrender their possessions, and retreat before the aggressions of white settlements, yet it
is very difficult to suit them with a new location ; they are apt to be discontented, dissatisfied, and unhappy, by reat>on of the removal, however much may be done for them in a
pecuniary way to atone for what they regard as a sacrifice. As a general principle, there-
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fore, to which there may be exceptions in particular cases, I think the Indians should be
maintained on their reservations and protected there in all their rights.
8 and 9. I think it would induce more of settled permanence with them if they could
hold small tracts of land in severalty, which they could call their own, and on which they
could be encouraged to establish their homes and make improvementR for their comfort.
Especially would this be true of such as are inclined to abandon their wild mode of life
and imitate the domestic habits of the whites. But in no case should Indians be intrusted ·
with power to alienate title, except by treaty with the general government .
10. The answer to this inquiry must be different with different reserntions, depending
upon the situation and quality of the land reserved to them, and the policy of the men appointed to administer their affairs. When the resenrations a1·e located on good agricultural
land, and where proper efforts are made on the part of agents and employers to encourage
them and aid and instruct them, they turn their hands to agriculture with commPndable
success. But where the reservations are heavily timbered, difficult to clear, and rather
sterile when cleared, it is impossible to make much progress in the cultivation of crops,
and the Indians continue to subsist by fishing and hunting. By reference to the reports
from different agents, showing the amount of crops raised and the amount of stock owned
by the Indians, it will be easy to compare the different reservations in regard to the progress made in farming. On those reservations where farming is done to any considerable
extent the Indians generally intere.st themselves in it, both males and females, the latter
doing frequently the greater part of the labor.
11. There are but two schools in practical operation among Indians in the Territory.
One on the Yakama reservation, under Agent Wilber, and the other a Catholic school, on
the Trilalip reservation, under the superintendence of Father Chirouse. These are both
manual labor schools, and for their results reference must be had to the reports of those
having them in charge, which reports will be transmitted, together with my annual report
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in a few days. There is no doubt that every
school for the education of Indians should be established on the manual-labor sy;;tem.
'fhe art of living, and of doing the work which a living implies, are among the most important lessons to be learned in their schools, and these lessons can only be learned by
actual practice.
13. In reply to the 13th question, I have to say that my knowledge of the Indian territory is too limited to give value to my judgment on the subject here propounded. If a
territorial government could be organized in a region where soil, climate, and other physical characteristics were congenial to the welfare of the Indians, and there could be placed
over them and among them good men, who would make their abode pleasant and inviting
by introducing among them the blessings of a. true Christian civilization, there might be
hope that in due time other Indians could be induced to evacuate their present possessions
and emigrate hither, and that the change would inure to the benefit of the white settlements without harm or injustice to the Indians It must be borne in mind, however,
that jealousy is a leading trait of the Indian character, and that the task of harmonizing
· strange tribes in proximate localities would be very difficult, and the experiment one of
doubtful success.
14. In reply to the 14th question, I have no hesitation in answering yes; for I firmly
believe that money given directly to Indians is in nearly every instance a positive injury.
15. Annuities under my administration are not distributed in the form of money, but
of other valuables. In making the disbursements of these funds, my policy is to subserve
the best interests of the Indian_s. In some of the agencies the greater proportion of the
annuity money is invested in stocks, tools, and improvements, and where goods are preferred, I purchase only necessary articles, and those of tbe most serviceable quality, all of
which are, so far as I know, delivered to the Indians in good faith.
l 6. No debts rlue traders are ever recognized here in the distribution of annuities
17. Nor do I think the Indians are in the habit of trading off their annuities for intoxicating drinks. They sometimes gamble among themselves, often winning or losing their
most needed articles of apparel.
18. The practice of gambling is no doubt a crime, and should be treated as such in the
administration of the aff drs of the department. Too much pains to discourage and prevent the practice cannot be taken.
19. The order system is not known within my superintendency.
20. Most emphatically do I say that the Indian Bureau should remain as it is, under the
Department of the Interior, and my reasons are1st. That Bibles, and not bayonets, are the proper instruments by which to reclaim
savages and confer the blessings of civilization; and
2d. That the influence of tbe soldiery, when brought in contact with Indians, is invariably demoralizing and corrupting. If it be the policy of the government to .so administer Indian affairs as to secure the extermination of the Indian race in the shortest
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t1me possible, then I would say place them under the military; but if the policy be that
which becomes a Christian government, to bestow upon them the blessings of a true Chrh;tian ~ivilizatiou, then I say keep the soldiery a~ far as po:>sible from them . and send in their
stead the missionary of the cross, with the Bible in one hand and the plough in the other,
and through that instrumentality make them know that the government is their best and
truest friend, and not a treacherous enemy.
21. In setting apart rJserves, it should be done by treaty with the tribes in an amicable,
just, and satisfactory manner, and never by coercion. This is their right, and unless we
respect all their rights in a matter so vital to their interests, we cannot hope they will be
satisfied or peaceful.
22. I cannot say what proportion of Indian children in this Territory are orphans-!
think not a large proportion; but whether orphans or not, it would be an incalculable
benefit if they could be taken entirely away from their parents and placed in charity
schools to be educated. I would not recommend that this be done arbitrarily, in violation
of the parent's will, but I would recommend that every possible inducement be offered to
the parents to thus dispose of their children, and in the case of orphans it should be done
without respect to the will of the Indians at all.
23. In reply to the last inquiry, I have simply to say, let good men, and none but good
men, be put into the Indian service-men of Christian sympathies, men of pure character,
men whose highest ambition is not to obtain spoils, but to confer benefits and blessings on
a poor, despised, and perishing race. If this rule be carefully adhered to, the Indian race
may be greatly improved physically, morally, and socially, and in proportion as this is
done will the safety and the welfare of the white people, who are in contact with them, be
secured .
All which is respectfully submitted by your humble and obedient servant,
WM. H. WATERMAN,
Sup't Indian Affairs, W. T.
Ron. J A!IES R. DooLITTLE,
Chairman Senate Committee on Indian Affairs.

Reply of J. Ward, Indian agent.
MExico,
August 24, 1865.
Rm: Upon my return from some of the pueblos south from the agency, where I bad been
on business connected with my duties, I had the honor, through Major John Greinr>r,
United States depositary, at Santa Fe, New Mexico, to receive the "circular" left by you,
and which I will now endeavor to answer to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Your honor wJll please bear in mind that my experience in Indian affairs is mostly confined to this Territory, having bad but little to do with Indians in any other portion of
the country.
As I presume that the "circular" wi11 be used in connexion with this, I will ::imply
make my answers agreeable to the numbers of the several inquiries therein contained
1. Previous to my entering the Inriian service here, I served as interpreter of the Spanish language in the quartermasters' department with the army in Mexico, during the war.
After peace was made, in 184:8, I still continued in the same department until August,
1851, having served during this period in different capacities at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, Fort Leavenworth, Missouri, and in the department of Texas and Mew Mexico.
On the first day of September, 1851, I entered the service of the Indian department in
this Territory, as interpreter, and in May, 1852, I was placed in the office of the superintendent of Indian affairs, as clerk, which situation I held until June, 1861, when I bad
the honor to receive my present appointment from our late lamented President. The entire
period of my services iu this department being now fourteen years.
2. The Indians within this superintendency are beyond the least donpt decreasing in
numbers. The opinion of late Superintendent Steck, and that of many other gentlemen on
this subject, is, that the main cause of their decreasing results from marrying relatives, as
they seldom, if ever, marry out of the tribe.
3. I am not aware of the particular "causes of the diseases," but many of them, particularly the wild tribes, suffer much from rheumatism, gonorrhm'~-, fevers and small-pox ; the
last usually proves to be their most fatal enemy. The Utahs, Apaches and Navajoes, a
few years ago, lost a great many of their people from this malady.
4. Most of the Indians here are addicted to this habit, "intoxication;" many of the
PuEBLO AGENCY, PENA BLANCA, NEw
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Pueblos form an exception. It is very difficult to make any useful suggestions on this point,
at least so far as our Indians are concerned, from the fact of their approximation to the
settlements and daily intercourse with the inhabitants thereof, many of whom will neither
respect magistrates nor the laws of the country, and will sell or barter liquor to J ndians
wherever and whenever an opportunity offers, regardless of all considerations and consequences. The "rules and regulations" of the Indian Bureau having never been put in
force in this or any other particular case, they having become a "dead letter," there is no
restriction whatever, and the agents of this branch of the service are absolutely powerless.
Again, the provisions made in sections 20 and 21 of the ''intercourse act" seem to be
intended exclusively for the Indian country. They should IJe made so as to embrace all cases,
whether in or out of the Indian country, and under all circumstances imposing heavier
penalties, which should be strictly enforced. The officers of this branch of the service should
be vested with all the power necessary to execute and carry them out, even by force of
arms. Few examples of this kind would be apt to have a salutary effect. This is about
the only remedy to prevent or mitigate the eviL.
5. From my best information "and belief, prostitution prevails among them to a considerable extent, and the diseases consequent upon it have the same tendtmcy to diminish their
numbers, and to enfeeble their offspring, as the same kind of disease has with other people,
and perhaps more, in consequence of their treatment of the same, and the want of proper
means and care. Strange as it may appear to your honor, "prostitution" increases among
them as fast as they intermingle with the whites, and the effects of the diseases consequent
upon it become more perceivable. In the support of this statement, I need go no further
than trading establishments, military posts, and such other places where they are in frequent intercourse with the whites.
6. The particular cause of their decay beyond what has already been stated, in our opinion, must be attributed to their mode of living, and the circumtJtances surrounding them.
Situated as most of the Indians are, they must necessarily undergo much suffering and privations. An Indian will go without eating for_two or three days without sca1 cely showing ~o
be the worse for it ; but as soon as opportunity offers he will {;at without measure or precaution, and without being over-nice as to the quality of the viands. In many instances
they will resort to mule and horse meat, prairie dogs, and the like. The former is frequently
eaten by them in a state of putridity; indeed it would be hard to say what Indians would
not eat at times. Besides, they contract vices that weaken and vitiate the system, rendering it more liable to attacks from disease, and less able to resist its influences when attacked.
Hence many of them die from diseases that ordinarily seldom prove fatal.
I can think of no "practical remedy" to prevent their decay; in fact there can be none,
so long as they are permitted or compelled to roam at large over mountains and valleys,
deprived of all benefits, and even of the care of their agents. And until they are placed
in suitable localities and proper care taken of them, we may look for no alteration for the
better in their condition, and consequently their decay is bound to continue.
7. The policy of the government, if I understand it properly, is-if not, it slwuld be-to
place the Indians on reserves, and -to aid them until they are able to take care of themselves. This being the case, it is obvious that the Indian as well as the white man
necessarily requires and must have suitable tracts of land upon which to make his home
and that of his future generations. Hence the reservations should be carefully selected ;
they should be well supplied with good land, for cultivation and pasturage, with sufficient
good water for drinking, irrigation and all other necessary purposes, timber for building
and for fuel, with as many other advantages as possible; all of which requisites it must be.
admitted are absolutely necessary to make a permanent reserve what it should be.
Now it must be borne in mind that such tracts of land as above described are preci§ely
such as are sought after by the white settleTs; and if the government is to remove the
Indians as fast as the settlers "advance," and take a fancy to those localities, probably to
be abandoned by them in few years, after having taken possession of the same, which is not
unfrequently the case, there would be no end to the removal of reserves, saying nothing of
the enormous expense which would naturally be incurred, and the trouble and vexation.
incident to the prosecution of a work of this kind. Again, one of the principal things to be
borne in mind is, that whenever the Indians proposed to be placed upon any reFerve should
become sufficiently advanced and reconciled, so as to induce them to remain of their own
accord, and to take care of thfmselves, the effect which would be p1·odnced by removing them to new lo(alities could not but bring about a bad state of feeling. Residee, a
system of this kind would not only excite the prejudice of the Indians, but would also discourage them, and would naturally dim:inish their confidence and faith in the justice,
ability and power of the government, all of which should by all poRsible means be avoided.
Were the policy of removing reservefl, as before alluded to, to be continued, after several
years it would, no doubt, task the goverrnent to find suitable localities upon which to place
the Indians. This would certainly be the case in this Territory, where the proportion of
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arable lam\ is so small to that which, for the want of water, has never been nor ever will
be cultivated. Indian reservations, as before stated, must have all or as many requisites as
possible; and once such localities are found and Indians placed thereon, the government
should endeavor, by all means, to keep them within the same, and "resist encroachments"
at all hazards. Of course the selection of the proposed reserves should, from the commencement, be made as remote from the settlements as possible and as circumstances would
admit.
It is no use to dodge the question any longer. Too much time has already been lost.
The fact is, we have the Indians on our lands, and the government is in duty bound to take
care of and protect them regardless of all newspaper scribblers and bombast about " wiping
them out,'' and the like and all other outside pressure, which has no other effect than to
keep up bad feelings and to preiudice the minds of many against the Indian service and every
one connected therewith. There should be strong barriers between the citizens and the
Indians, and both should be made to know their place.
It behooves the government to take strong measures in regard to its Indian policy, and
the sooner this is done the better it will be for all concerned. Otherwise, we may expect
nothing else but the continuance of trouble and confusion in the mangement of our Indian
affairs on the frontiers, particularly in this portion, where so much enmity exists between the
two ra·ces.
8. Tile lands of the reserves, should by all means, be held by the tribe or band in ''common;" a tter which it should be allotted in severalty. so that each family might have sufficient land out of which to support themselves. This would give them a better encouragement to work the lands, and woald make them feel more independent, and at the same
time would with proper care prevent the lands from falling into the hands of "outsiders,"
after the same were turned over to the Indians. Laws should also be enacted to prevent
the Indians from selling or otherwise disposilag of any portion thereof, which should also
prohibit citizens of all kinds from purchasing, renting, or in any manner getting possession
of any part of the same. They should not be allowed to get the least foothold within any
reserv-e.
The main and principal cause of mo·s t of the troubles and difficulties between the Mexican
citizens and our Pueblo Indians results from the "encroachments" of the former, who will
manage, "by book or by crook," to get some foothold within the grants of the latter.
This, however, results from tbe want of proper power and authority on the part of the
officers of the department. Otherwise these Indians live happily and contented, and prove
themselves in nG way to be sGcb hideous and disgusting neighbors as some people would
be led to belie'Ve.
9. I do not believe it would be proper or "safe" to confer the power of alienation of real
€state upon Indians, were their lands to be held by them in severalty, at least for many years
after having been placed in poFse~siori of the same, and until they proved themselves to be
sufficiently advanced in civilization to know how to appreciate the benefit of a home, and
even then I doubt its propriety. Indeed I would not even now recommend such power
being conferred upon any of the Pueblo Indians of this Territory, notwithstanding their
advanced condition.
10. The reserve system not having been sufficiently tested in this country, I cannot well
give a positive answer.
Among the Utahs and Apaches, however, the females usually do the most, if not all, the
work. I have seen them even saddle their husbands' horses, whilst the lazy scamps would
be standing or lying about. This is not the case with the Navajoes; they have more respect
for their females, and as a general rule treat them kindly. In their own country I have
seen them work both in the fields and out of them. Next to the Pueblos, I can safely
sa,y that they are the most industrious Indian women that I have ever seen. When they
are at peace and quietly at home in their country, the same can be said of the men; I
have frequently seen them making saddles, bridles, and many other necessary articles, as
well as working in the fields. I would venture the assertion, that the Navajo Indians can
be safely put down as being the most advanced, in every sense of the word, of any wild
tribe under the jurisdiction of our government. And had it not been for the almost constant wars of retaliation between them and the Mexican citizens, and the want of proper management toward them on the part of our authorities, both civil and military, they would
bave long since proved this fact.
The Pueblos also treat their females well, and the labor performed by them is mostly
confined to household affi\irs About the time of gatberiiJg their crops the females usually
assist, outside of this, in making pottery, which they do to a great extent. They are by
no means overbm·dened with work. All other work is performed by the men.
11. No regular schools have ever been established by the government for the benefit of
the Indians in this country. Hence the effect which they might have produced, strictly
speaking, is not known. If I except the school which was kept for some time at the pueblo
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of Laguna, by the Rev. Samut 1 Gorman, which was confined to few children of the pueblo,
nothing of the kind has existed among our Indians during my experience. But there
can be no doubt that proper schools under the management of the right kind of persons,
such as would take sufficient interest iiJ. the welfare and advancement of the children in
their charge, and who would be willing to undergo the privations and annoyances incident
to a task of this kind among Indians, could not but have a good effect, and prove a blessing to them. It should be borne in mind, that in order to educate and place Indian children on the path of civilization, they must be taken away fro1p under the influence and
control of their people. This, of course, should not entirely prohibit the parents and relatives from an opportunity of seeing them at certain specified periods, so as to satisfy them
that their children are doing well.
At first tbe children should be treated with the utmost kindness in order to reconcile
them to the .sudden change, and make them become attached to those by whom they might
be surrounded. Very light puniehment should be inflicted for their childish offences; they
should not be overburdened with study, neither with long confinement in the school-room
at any time. The entire education of the young Indian should be confined to the most
simple and useful rudiments, thus making his progress as easy and smooth as possible. Of
course all this could be altered by degrees, keeping time, as it were, with their growtb and
advancement. Moderation in all things should be strictly observed with them by the
persons in charge, who should also possess a sufficient share of patience, this being one if
not the main requisite in dealing and managing witb. Indians; indeed it frequently requires
all the " patience of Job."
The children to be selected for the school should not be too young ; they should be at
least from ten to twelve years of age, at which age they are more apt to learn and take
notice of things. These I consider to be some of the leading points necessary to be observed
for a successful management of schools for the benefit of Indian children.
As to the exact working of the "manual-labor schools," I have no experience.
12. "Christian missions" among the Indians can certainly do no harm, bat I doubt
the propriety of preaching the gospel to wild Indians before they are sufficiently advanced
to comprehend and know how to appreciate what is told to them on the subject. In my
opinion religion is one of the last things that should be introduced to the Indian unless it
goes hand in hand with education and other advancements in civilization; and this must,
as a matter of course, commence with the rising generation.
It is next to an impossibility to convert an adult wilrl Indian into a civilized man, and it
is out of the question to think, even for a moment, that he will give up all his notions,
superstitions, and prejudices upon mere appeals to his reason. The civilization of the Indian, at best, cannot but be slow work. It is hopeless to expect the old Indian to reform.
The middle aged, with his roving disposition and habits of life, will take hold of the work,
if ever he does, cautiously and suspiciously, and the only hope of success is centred in
their children.
Please see report of the Hon. - - - - - - - - , Indian affairs, for 1864, page 192, for
my remarks therein contained, in regard to the effect of religion among the Pueblo Indians
of this country.
13. My experience is so limited in regar1l to the so-called "Indian Territory," and the
true condition and circumstances surrounding the Indians thereof, and of the effects produced by former treaty stipulations, as not to warrant me in expressing an opinion.
14. "Money annuities" to Indians should be discontinued, and instead thereof good and
substantial articles should be furnished to them.
15 . Iu my belief the proportion of money which actually reaches the hands of the Indians,
if any, must be very limited, or perhaps enough to allow them to get intoxicated and sufficiently infuriated to do some mi>~chief, or to lose their horses, guns, or some other article,
all of which usually lead to trouble.
16. In my opinion, the proportion of money received by the trader for goods and supplies, "already advanced," must be nearly the whole, as the Indians, like the majority of
their more civilized neighbors, will get things on credit just so long as they find any one
to trust them. Whilst, on the other hand, the trader being satisfied that his money iil
secured, will be very apt to let them have credit to the full amount of their annuities ; of
course there may be some exceptions, but I believe they are very few.
17. The proportion of money squandered for intoxicating drinks, or in gambling, I will
venture to say is the entire balance, if any, as bafore stated, is left to him after the traders
and others are paid. Most Indians will both drink and gamble whenever they have the
means to do so, and on such occasions, .particularly when near the settlements or among
white men, they unavoidably fall among "sharks," alias civilized men, who usually take
good care to strip them, not only out of what little money they have, but also out of every
thing els'e they can.
·
18. It is rather difficult to suggest any practic:1l plan to secure the Indians against the.
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evils of "drinking and gambling" so long as they are allowed to roam at large and be
entirely away from under the care and supervision of their agents, particularly just after
receiving their annuities or presents, at which time many of the goods receivf'd may be of
little or no use to them. As I have already t'ltated, ''money annuities'' f'hould not be paid
to them, and, when it could be conveniently done, no goods nor any other articles, except
such as they actually stood in need of, should be turned over to them at the time of the
payment or distribution-nothing more than their actual wants should demand. The remainder ought to be retained by their agents, to be issued as times and circumstances should
require it, with a careful discrimination on the part of the agents in the distribution of the
same between the industrious and the idle, the orderly and the thriftless. Besides this, the
"rules and regulations" of the Indian Bureau should be strictly enforced, whenever an opportunity offered, without fear or favoritism.
19. I can express no opinion as to the merits of the "order system," having had no
opportunity to ascertain its effects.
20. I am certainly in favor that the Indian bureau should be under the department
which would insure the most beneficial results to the service. But I do not think that
any material benefit would be derived from the removing of the Indian Bureau from the
Interior Department and placing it, under the War Department, neither do I think that by
doing so would secure any better or a more economical administration of its affairs. Besides,
this bureau has already been under the War Department, and the fact of its having been
transferred to that of the Interior, by an act of Congress, evidently shows that its practical
workings under that department could not have given entire satisfaction. I look upon the
Indian service as being one of the most important branches of the government, and is certainly one that is bound to exist for many years to come; and, in my humble opinion, instead of its being under any particular department, if it could possibly be done, it should
be organized into a perfect system, with a complete code for its guidance. For just so long
at it remains subservient to any department, as it now is, just so long it will be considered
as a secondary affair, and its officers, its rules and regulations, and everything else connected
therewith, will be looked upon and treated accordingly.
.
When we take into consideration that there are about three hundred and fifty thoztsand souls
(Indians) under the jurisdiction of the government, scattered as it were all over creation,
· and that this multitude is in charge of about seventy-five persons, in the shape of superintendents and agents, and to this mere handful of men the entire population of the nation
look to for the good management of the affairs under their respective charge, as well as for
the good behavior and the civilization of the Indians; and that upon these few individuals
are heaped the curses and abuses of at least one-half of the enlightened community,
simply because they do not prevent the Indians from stealing something to eat when they
are hungry, or from committing depredations, many of which are brought about by the indiscretion of the whites themselves; and when we reflect that this handful of officers are,
strictly speaking, without power or authority, having to beg their way through , upon the
most important occasions, either from the military or some other department, and not unfrequently even from the very citizens, the necessity of making the Indian service what it
should be becomes more apparent every day.
A radical change is absolutely needed, and until the bureau is placed in its true and
legitimate position the officers thereof will struggle in vain ; time has already sufficiently
proved this fact.
21. "In setting apart reserves," in my opinion, should be done by regulations, even by
force of arms should it be necessary. Treaty stipulations would be apt to be violated, and
whenever this would be the case recourse to arms would be inevitable, which would bring
about the same trouble and expense incident to such movements, all of which might be
avoided by taking firm aud decided measures from the commencement.
22. The proportion of orphan children ~mong our Indians is not easily arrived at, but I
am satisfied that there are a great many. Whenever children are thus left their relatives
usually take charge of them and will claim them as their own, and, as far as my experience
goes, they seem to do well by them. ,
As to the policy of placing orphan children in the families of Christian white men, we
are decidedly in favor; but much care should be taken in the selection of such families ;
they should be held under some kind of agreement so far as the care and education of the
children are concerned, otherwise many of them would avail themselves of the services of
the poor creatures without any care as to their welfare or education, on which event it
would be far better to leave the children with their relatives, unless the bureau itself should
take care of them. Indian boys, in fact all, young Indians, when 'brought into contact
with the whites, unless much care is taken with them, are more apt to take up with the
vices of the whites than with their good morals, after which they invariably make the
worst kind of characters.
23. One of the great, if not the greatest, drawbacks in the management of our Indian

460

APPENDIX.

affairs is, beyond any doubt, the constant and frequent changes of the officers of this ser·
vice, particularly of Iqdian agents. In my opinion every officer of this branch of the
government should be appointed during good behavior, instead of four years or during the
pleasure of the President, whilst a policy of this kind could not but bring about a great
reform in the management of the affairs, and would secure a more economical adq~.inistra
tion in many ways ; at the same time it would not in the least lessen the power of the
government over superintendents; Indian agents, or any other person thus appointed.
It must be obvious to your honor that the effect produced by changing superintendents
and Indian agents, particularly the latter, as often as it is usually done, cannot but prove
detrimental, both to the interest of the government and that of the Indians in general.
Under the present policy an Indian agent is not safe in his position, and he cannot feel
otherwise; in fact, he is a temporary "machine," subject not only to political influences,
but also to the malice of any one of his enemies who might think proper to get up something against him, and have· him removed from office, with a view either to secure the
same for himself or some one of his favorites, or even to gratify his malice, without giving
the agent a chance to defend himself, as it is now the case; which, under the policy recommended, could not well be done without a proper investigation, which would give the ·
agent a chance to prove whether he was innocent of the charges or otherwise. This, ,as a
matter of course, would make an agent feel more secure in his position, and would make
him act more independently in the management of his affairs, and would, at the same
time, make him take more interest in the affairs of the government, knowing, as he would,
that so long as he acted honestly and faithfully toward the government and the Indians
under his charge, that not only his office was secured, but also that he had nothing to fear
from politics nor any other outside pressure.
Under the present system an Indian agent, as well as others, is compelled in most cases
to meddle in politics, either to obtain his office in the first place, or afterwards to retain the
same ; and he cannot but make both enemies and friends. Thus, while the former are
arrayed against him, many of the latter invariably expect him to bestow upon them his
public favors, which the agent cannot well avoid, and it is not unfrequently that favors
thus bestowed operate against the interests both of the government and the Indians.
Thus, comparatively speaking. the agent, for the most part, is politically fostered, which
cannot but have a bad effect. Besides, it is not to be expected that an agent who knows
not what moment he is going to be "turned out'' of his office, whether he performs his
duties honestly and properly or otherwise, can take the same interest that a man would
who would know that the holding of his office was entirely dependent upon a proper and
faithful discharge of his duties.
There are other con~:;iderations of equally vast importance, which, in my opinion, should
suggest themselves in favor of my remarks. An Indian agent, in order to be able to perform his duties properly, should be well acquainted with the routine of his office. He
should have as much experience as possible of the Indian character. He should be well
acquainted with the tribe or band under his charge, their disposition, habits, and customs,
and should be well acquainted with the country inhabited by them, as well as with its resources. To gain these necessary advantages, your honor will perceive that it must requiretime and a great deal of labor. Besides, it is out of the question to think of gaining the
good will and confidence of the Indians upon a short acquaintance. Time and good management must do the work. The Indian is naturally haughty, reserved, incredulous, and
suspicious-all of which must be worked upon and be overcome before an agent can wield
anything like a due proportion of influence over them, and be able to manage them with
any degree of success. The worst feature of the policy of removing and changing agents
so often is, that the Indian lose faith in the statements of the same, and frequently not
without good cause, as the following remarks will clearly prove.
Since the organization of the Indian department in this Territory, now about fourteen
years, the office of superintendent has been in the charge of eleven different persons-six
regularly appointed and five acting or protem. superintendents-whilst the four agencies
properly withiu this superintendency have been during the same period under the manage·
ment of no less than thirty-eight different individuals-thirty regularly appointed Indian
agents and eight special agents-all of whom, as it is to be expected, had their different
plans, notions, and views in regard to the management of Indian affairs, and, as a matte1
of course, their advices to the Indians were in perfect accordance. Besides, as I have frequently seen it, during the intervals between the changing of some of these officers the
Indians would be for months at a time without any agent whatever.
Again: it is to be regretted that so little care is apparently taken by the government in
the relations of persons to fill the places of superintendents and Indian agents. It seems
that po~itics have more to do with it than any regard for the interest of the service or the
welfare of the Indian. These remarks are made with all due respect ; I make them from
personal obRervation and experience. It can be safely said that one-half, at least, of the
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persons thus appointed have no qualifications whatever to fill those stations ; in some instances we will venture to say that some of them never saw a live Indian outside of a
museum or some other place of exhibition previous to receiving their appointments, and
perhaps never been away from home in their lives.
Perhaps there is no branch of the government in which a more careful selection of men
is required than in this very service. It requires a combination of qualifications and experience, which, without them, a person can never become a good and efficient agent.
At this very moment the entire department here, with one exception, is in the hands of
men who can neither understand, read, nor write a word of English-the very language
in which all their accounts, reports, &c., must be made out. I simply make mention of
these facts for the purpuse of illustrating and supporting my remarks in regard to the effect
which politics seem to have in the appointment of officers to this service, and not from any
desire to cast reflection upon the gentlemen alluded to.
In conclusion, sir, I would further remark, with the utmost respect, that such has been
the management, or rather the want of management of 01u Indian affairs in this Territory,
by the combined effects of the changes already alluded to, the want of proper co-operation on the part of the heads of the several departments, the enmity existing between the
Mexican citizens and the Indians, the want of proper power and authority on the part of
the officers of this service-politics on one side and specu!ation on the other-that it can be
safely said, without fear of successful contradiction, the condition of the Indians of this
Territory is no better to-day than on that day when the government took possession of the
same in 1846. This state of affairs is certainly discouraging; nevertheless, it is a stubborn
reality, and I would consider myself criminally guilty, and would be lacking in the faithful discharge of my duties, were I to attempt to disguise or to give the subject any other
color. And, furthermore, it is evident that there is no hope for better results, unless your
honor, and those to whom this immense task is confided, wi.ll devise some plan to remedy
the evils. Otherwise, millions upon millions will continue to be expended, lives will be
sacrificed, but all to no purpose.
I very much regret my inability to do justice to so great a subject as the one treated upon.
And your honor can rest assured that my remarks have been made free from bias, my only
desire being to comply with your request to the best of my understanding, with the hope,
also, that they may prove of some use in promoting the interest of the government and the
condition and elevation of the Indians.
All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
JOHN WARD, Indian Agent.
Hon. JAMES R. DooLITTLE,
Chairman, Brc , Racine, Wisconsin.

Reply of M. M. Davis, United States Indian agent.
UNITED STATES INDIAN AGENCY,

Appleton, Wisconsin, August 31, 1865.
SrR: In compliance with your request in a letter dated May 10, 1865, I submit the fol-

lowing reply to your several interrogatories:
I. I have served as United States Indian agent for the Green Bay agency since the 16th
of June, 1861. I have had no experience in the military service in connexion with any
of the organized tribes of Indians. The Menomonees, Oneidas, Stockbridges, and Munsees
comprise the tribes of this agency, the two latter being united in one organization. With
one exception, I have had nothing to do with·any Indians beyond the limits of this agency.
In the summer of 1863, when some depredations were committed by the roving Winnebagoes, in the western part of this State, at the solicitation of gentlemen of my acquaintance in that portion of the State, I repaired to the locality of the most serious trouble, and
from New LiiSbon, in Juneau county, submitted a report to the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs on the 4th of August, 1863. This report will be found on page 366, report from
Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 1863.
2. The Menomonee Indians have decreased about 100 in four years. In 1861 they
numbered about 1,900. Now they number about 1,800. The cause of this decrease is attributable to epidemics of dyEentery and erysipelas,· to the small-pox and loss of soldiers in the
military service. You are aware that this tribe is in a transition state. But very few can
speak English at all. Four years ago one-half of them were Blanket Indians, now less
than one-fourth retain their original dress. A large proportion of them have more faith
in their own "medicine men," and a "medicine dance," than in a white physician. Hence
a physician is seldom called, and a large per cent. of the sick die.
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The Oneidas, Stock bridges, and Munsees are civilized Indians. Although they have lost a
great proportion of their enlisted men in the military service, and both tribes have suffered
·from the small-pox during the past year, there is no material decrease in numbers. Their
habits of civilized life keep their numbers good. They are remote from physicians, and
seldom employ them, but they use ordinary precautions common to civilized life against
the introduction and spread of epidemic and contagious diseases.
3. The most common disease among the tribes of this agency is pneumonia. As a matter
of course, with inflammation of the lungs, we get inflammation of the pleura or pleurisy. The
Indians call all lung diseases consumption, but there is very little tubercular disease among
them.. Inflammation of the lung<'~ and pleura is caused by great exposure to heat and cold.
Hepatic diseases, or derangement of the liver, are frequently met. I do not think this class
of diseases is more common than among the white population. The causes are the same '
as among the whites. All the eruptive diseases, as small-pox, measles, scarlatina. and
erysipelas, prove very fatal, because the course of the disease is rapid, and the sick get but
little care ; and if a physician is called, it is generally at a period too late to render any
assistance. For the same reasons inflammation of the lungs proves very fatal 1
4. Intoxication prevails to a very great extent among the Oneidas. On the east of their
settlement, and but a few miles distant, are Depere, Fort Howard, and Green Bay. 'Ihese
towns afford any amount of facilities for liquor traffic with Indians.
There is considerable intoxication among the Menomonees, Stockbridges, and Munsees.
'fhe facilities for obtaining spirituous liquor do not exist to such an extent as with the
Oneidas. I do not know that I have any data which will enable me to give you the per:
cent. among the several tribes of adult Indians who drink spirituous liquor whenever
they can get it . I think, however, that one-half of the Oneidas are addicted to this practice, and perhaps one-fourth of the adults of the other tribes. In this agency there is
scarcely a crime committed by an Indian, either in or out of the Indian country, which is
not directly attributable to the use of intoxicating liquor. No matter how kind and good
a disposition an Indian may have when sober, under the influence of intoxicating drink he
becomes a savage, who does violence to his best friend as readily as to his worst enemy.
With a few amendments to the present United States statutes, I believe it practicable to
substantially stop this traffic with the Indians. I would have the present law of Congress
amended so as to make it the duty of all persons holding office under, or in the employment of, the United States, in the military service, and all persons empbyed in the Indian
service, including United Statrs marshals and their deputies, to arrest without warrant any
Indian found intoxicated, and commit such Indian to jail or other safe place of keeping
until he or she should become sufficiently sober to testify in court. I would then have
them brought before a United States court commissioner, and ask them to disclose the name
of the person and place where the liquor was obtained that produced the drunkenness.
When the name of the party was disclosed, it should be the duty of the commissioner to
• issue his warrant for the arrest of the party furnishing the liquor ; and on the testimony of
the Indian bind him over to the next term of the United States court. If the Indian would
not disclose the name of the party, or place where the liquor was obtained, I would have
the commissioner remand the Indian to jail, and there keep him until he would disclose,
or until the commissioner was satisfied that he could not do so. If the Indian should
swear falsely, I would have him punished by the same law that punishes a white man for
doing the same thing. I think a good practical regulation of the department would be
to authorize agents to strike the name of any Indian from the pay-roll who should be
found intoxicated during payment, also to suspend from office any chief or headman who
is in the habit of getting intoxicated. I have spoken confidently of the practicability of
suppressing the liquor traffic with the Indians. Permit me to tell you why I have faith.
After the act of February, 1862, two men were indicted for selling liquor to Menomonee
India.ns near Shawano. These indictments were in the United States district court at the
July term. The cases went over until the next January, and during this time, from July
to January, the liquor traffic about the Menomonee reservation was absolutely stopped.
At the January term when the cases were called, the district judge, A. G. Miller, in the
pre~;;ence of the indicted parties, and from the bench, censured those who were responsible
for bringing such cases into court. He said it was no use to try to stop the traffic; that it
would be carried on as long as there were Indians and white men; that it was a great hardship for these poor men (the prisoners) to come from Shawano, to Milwaukie, on such
business, &c., &c. The cases were not tried at that time, but one of them was tried in
April thereafter. At this trial every eRsential fact was proved on the part of the prosecution. The diHtrict attorney was sure of his case, but when the court charged the jury
they were told that the prosecution had not pro-qed that the defendant knew these persons
were Indians when he, the defendant, sold them the liquor. The jury were befogged, and
the criminal went home to dabble again in the whiskey traffic, being satisfied that no man
could prove before Judge Miller that he could even tell an Indian from a white man. I
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am satisfied that a few convictions in a United States co1ilrt would essentially stop the
traffic in this State.
5. "From my best information and belief," I think th!:tt from 25 to 30 per cent. of the
adult females, under fifty years of age, in the Oneida tribe are unchaste. The per cent. of
prostitutes in the other tribes of this agency is much less. rrhis is the result of location
of the respective reservations. The diseases consequent upon prostitution are not so ~:neva
lent as might be expected. I have known but few cases of syphilis. The persons contractio!.S this disease have but few children, and these are generally short-lived.
6. A large proportion of the Indian children die quite young. This is in consequence of
great exposures and want of proper care in sickness. I apprehend that in proportion as
the habits of civilization are adopted by the Indian tribes the per cent. of their mortality
will decrease.
7. I do not believe it to be the best policy to remove Indians merely because white settlements surround them.
8. I think Inrlian lands should be held in severalty.
9. I would not confer the power of alienation of real estate upon Indians.
10. I should say that three fourths of the Oneida, Stockbridge, and Munsee tribes give
their attention to agriculture. Many of them are good farmers. The women generally
work in the fields. The Stockbridge women, however, are an exception to this rule. These
tribes pay but little attention to stock-raising; I mean by this that but little effort is made
to improve their breeds of animals. I do not think that half-bloods have more enterprise
than full-bloods.
11. The effect of schools among the tribes of this agency is good. The children taught
by females make the best progress. I have a favorable opinion of manual-labor schools.
12. "Christian missions" have had a varied. effect in this agency. I have no doubt that
the Protestant Episcopal and Methodist Episcopal missions have had a favorable influence
in the Oneida tribe, but I am confident that the Roman Catholic priests who have served
as missionaries among the Menomonees have bad a bad influence in that tribe. The only
real missionary that this tribe have had is Mrs. Rosalia Dousman, a Catholic and a good
Christian woman. She has been a teacher in this tribe for more than thirty years. By
her precept, her example, and constant effort to instruct and elevate these Indians, she has
raised them from mere savages to the position they now occupy.
I think superintendents and· agents should be instructed to remove from the Indian
country all ·persons interfering with official instructions or with employes.
13. I do not feel competent to make any recommendation in regard to the country
called the Indian territory; I have thought, however, that the condition of the civilized
tribes of this agency would be ruuch improved if new homes could be found for them in
this Indian territory. I believe our civilized tribes ought to live under a territorial government; they ought to have laws for the protection of property and punishment of
crime. I would give all civilized Indians in the Indian territory the right to vote in the
election of all territorial officers not appointed by the executive authority. Electors should
also be eligible to office. By creating offices for Indians to fill in exclusively Indian territory, we should do very much towards weaning them from old habits, customs, and
systems.
14. I would discontinue money annuities to Indians as far as consistent with treaty obligations They would be better served if their annuities were paid in the actual necessaries
of life.
·
15. In this agency every dollar of the annuities is paid directly to the Indians.
16. I think three-fourths of the annuities go to the traders at the time of payment.
The Indian takes' his money and goes to the trader and settles his account. The licensed
traders in this agency are not permitted to charge an Indian any more for goods than citizens have to pay for the same article.
17. I do not think that more than a tenth of the annuities is squandered for intoxicating
drinks and gambling. Their sugars and furs buy more whiskey than their annuities.
18. I have given my views at length in regard to suppressing the liquor traffic. If possible I would have some indellible mark on goods and clothing furnished Indians, and make
such goods contraband in the hands of all persons except Indians.
19. There is no "order system" adopted by the licensed traders of this agency.
20. I know of no reason why the Bureau of Indian Affairs may not be administered in a
satisfactory manner under the department of the Interior. If the western or southwestern tribes are to continue in a hostile attitude, it is quite possib1e that the War Department would manage the affairs of the bureau better, for the time beiug, than the Interior
Department.
21. I think it would be quite as well to have reserves set apart by regulation of the department. The Indians would be apt to get better farming lands.
22. A very small proportion of the children in this agency are orphans. The relations
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of orphan children generally appear very much attached to them. It would undoubtedly
be better for the children to be placed in the f'lmilies of Christian white men than toremain wit.h their own people. There might be some difficulty in obtaining the consent of
the relations of orphan children to this change, but the change would certainly be better
for the children.
23. I do not know as I can offer any suggestions in the way of improvement in the present system of Indian affairs, except such as I have alluded to above. I think it would
be a great improvement to gather the civilized tribes in one territory with an orga'nized
territorial government, under which the experiment of self-government among themselves
might safely be tried. The adoption of such a course would be good economy for the
federal government. A much less number of officials would be required in the service,
and I apprehend that the frauds upon the Indians and upon the government would be
largely diminished.
I have the honor to be your obedient servant,
M. M. DAVIS,
U. S. indian .Agent.
Hon. J. R. DooLITTLE,
Ohai1·man, &rc., Racine, Wisconsin.

Reply of General Hoffman.
WASHINGTON, D. C., June 27, 1865.
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the lOth of May,
1865, submitting certain questions in reference to the administration of Indian affairs, and
respectfully beg leave to offer the following replies, viz:
1st. I have been in the army since 1829, during most of which time I have served in the
Indian country at Fort Leavenworth, Fort Laramie, Fort Smith, on the Arkansas river, in
Florida, and in California. At Fort Leavenworth I met some of the civilized Indians of
that frontier, Wyandotts, Kickapoos, Delawares, Shawnees; and at Fort Smith the Choctaws, Creeks, Chickasaws, and other tribes. On the plains I met the Pawnees, Sioux,
Cheyennes, Arrapahoes, Kansas, (or Kaws,) Osages, Kiowas, Comanches, Apaches, and Eutes;
and in California the Root-diggers, Pi-Eutes, Mohaves, Yumas, and ot.her tribes.
2<1. Generally they are decreasing in numbers; the civilized from drunkenness and vices
and diseases introduced among them by white men ; the wild Indians from wars among
themselves and with the whites, and from scarcity of food and exposure
3d. Pulmonary and venereal diseases are most common among them, but they suffer
frequently with small-pox carried among them by white people.
4th. Intoxication prevails among them everywhere whenever they can get the liquor.
They know the evil attending its use, and generally desire that it may not be brought
among them ; but if it is within their reach, they cannot resist the temptation to indulge
in its use, and they seldom finish a debauch without its being attended by fatal consequences to some of them. Much legislation has been had to provide a mode of putting a
stop to this evil, and while there was an Indian territory with a boundary beyond which
white people could not pass without a permit, it was possible to very much limit the trade
in whiskey ; but even then the laws were evaded by the fur companies, and much alcohol
was introduced into the Indian country and sold to employes and Indians at enormous
prices. At this time, when there are roads running in various directions through the
Indian country, it would be almost impossible to put a stop to this infernal traffic in any
other way than by putting great powers, without appeal, in the hands of military commanders near the Indians, and even then there would be no positive assurance that the
laws would be faithfully executed. At the present time, I presume it would be impossible
under any circumstances to convict and punish a white man for selling liquor to an Indian, and nothing better can be expected, so long as the matter is dependent on a trial before a justice or a jury. Along the frontier, particularly the Pacific coast, it is a very common impression that the Indians should be exterminated, and the impression has been
acted on more than once, and until a new system is adopted the efforts of the government
to protect the Indians must result in little better than a total sacrifice of the whole investmeat so far as the Indians are concerned.
5th. Among the semi-civilized Indians on the borders of the western States, from L'lke
Superior to Texas, prostitution is a common thin~, with a prevalence of the diseases consequent upon it, which must necessarily diminish their numbers and enfeeble their off8pring,
but I am unable to say to what extent. Among the Indhns on the plains a certain latitude is given to married women with the approbation of the husband ; but beyond this, any
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violation of the marriage tie or illicit intercourse of unmarried women is severely punished,
and it is rarely indulged in; and while they are protected from contact with whites the
natural increase of their numbers is not retarcled, but the presence of white people among
them shows itself by the vices they introduce and the sure consequence follows. In California and Oregon the most virulent diseases have been everywhere spread among the Indians, and those who are not otherwise destroyed are fast being carried off by this terrible
scourge.
6th. I am unable to state any other specific cause of decay, unless it is the natural improvidence, recklessness, and idlt>ness of Indians, which leads them to make any sacrifice
of health or property to gratify their immediate desires.
'
7th. The further Indians are removed from white settlements the better for them; and
since there are large tracts of country between the Missouri river and the settlements of
California, unfit for occupation by a white population but suitable to Indians, I would recommencl that the wild Indians be collected on reservations assigned to them in this region.
The semi-civilized Indians on the borders of Missouri and Arkansas understand the value
of their country too well to be willing to exchange it for the desert prairies which lie west
of them, and the government will scarcely be able to do more for them than protect them
as far as possible from being cheated out of their property by the unprincipled white people
who live about and among them.
8th. 'rheir lands should be held in common.
9th. Answer to question 8.
lOth. Of the civilized Indians, a large part of them, including the females, give attention
to agriculture and stock -raising-both half-bre~d and full-blood. Among the wild Indians
little attention is given to either, and only by the females.
11th. The effect of schools held among the Indians has been very good, but where young
men have been educated at schools in the States-as at Johnson's school in Kentudry years
ago-the effect has been pernicious. They carried with them to these people all the vices
they had learned among the white people, and little that was good. In my -opinion,
manual-labor schools would be productive of the best results.
12th. I am unable to say what has been the effect of Christian missions among ,the Indians; but they should produce much good, and I would recommend that worthy ministers
of good practical -sense be encouraged to labor among them.
13th. I would recommend that the country called the Indian territory, after the pacification, be held by the tribes under former treaty stipulations, with only such modifications
as may be absolutely necessary ; that it be organized into a territorial government for the
tribes occupying it, under a military governor, and an executive council to be elected from
each tribe in proportion to its population by the votes of the members of the tribe, suffrage
being given only to males over 21 years of age. A councilman should be able to write his
name, and should be born a member of the tribe. The Cherokees and Choctaws, and
possibly other tribes, would perhaps best be under a military governor by themselves.
14th. Money annuities to Indians should be discontinued as far as possible, and, instead,
expenditures for their common good, under the direction of the War Department, by an
officer of the regular army, should be made.
15th. I am unable to say what proportion of annuities actually reaches the hands of the
Indians, but I have no doubt that they have little or no benefit from it.
16th. A large part of it is owed to traders for supplies fOld at exorbitant prices.
17th. Except in rare cases, all that is not consumed in paying debts to traders.
18th. Appoint an officer to be the guardian of the tribe and reside with them, permit no
debts to be contracted without his authority, and authorize him to distribute money and
clothing at his discretion. He to be held accountable to the War Department for the bonest and faithful perfor111ance of his duties.
19th. If the "order system" means the privilege of Indians to make purchases of licensed
traders on orders upon the agent in anticipation of annuities, I consider it as open to great
abuses, which are no doubt taken advantage of, and it shou'd not be tolerated. Instead
of licensed traders, I would recommend that government stores be established with each
tribe, where, under the direction of the officer in charge, Indians could be permitted to
p rchase on credit.
20th. In my opinion, the Bureau of Indian Affairs should be placed under the control of
the War Department. I have seen much abuse in the management of Indian affairs by
Indian agents, who are under little or no tangible respomibility. The responsibility of an
officer of the army is direct and immediate, having other eyes upon him than the simple
Indians, and the chances of honesty ancl integrity to the government and to the Indians
is almost insured. A storekeeper and treasurer might be appointed from civil life, to be
under the control of, and responsible to the officer in charge. An Indian agent has no influence with Indians beyond what he obtains by having in his hands the distribution of
annuities or presents, and if they behave well it is in the hope of reward-not through the

30

466

APPENDIX.

fear of punishment. If the authority over them is in the hands of an officer of the army,
his authority is enforced by the troops he commands, and their presence exercises a much
greater influence over them than promise of reward or any threat of punishment at a
future day.
21st. Reserves should be set apart by regulations of the department; the Indians shou1d
be placed upon it and told what the government will do for them-a promise which should
never be broken-and what they must do. Treaties are of little value, except to purchase
their lands ; an Indian observes a treaty only when his interest or his fears compel him to
do so. All reserves should be under military rule, to keep the Indians in order, and to
protect them against the vicious whites who will force themselves among thtlm.
22d. I am unable to answer, but I doubt if it would be possible to induce Indian women,
who have orphan children in charge, to consent to their being taken away from them.
23d. I have nothing further to suggest in regard to the administration of Indian affairs.
The details and the execution must be put in the hands of competent men of incorruptible
integrity.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. HOFFMAN,
Brevet Brigadier General U. S. A.
Ron. J. R. DooLITTLE,
Chairman Joint Committee of Congress, Racine, Wisconsin.

Reply of General Sully.
HEADQUARTERS NORTHWEST INDIAN EXPEDITION'

Sioux City, Iowa, June 10, 1865.
SIR: Your communication of May 10 I received a few days ago, and in replying to it l
will answer your questions as they are numbered in the letter.
l. Since I entered the army in 1841, with tbe exception of the time during the Mexican
war and the first two years of the rebellion, when I was south, I have, I may say, been
constantly stationed in the Indian country. I have been with the Seminoles of Florida,
with the various tribes of Indians in southern California, Oregon, and in the eastern part of
California, with all the bands of the Minnesota Sioux, with the Winnebagoes, Chippewas,
with all the bands of the western or Teton Sioux, with the Omahas, Poncas, Pawnees,
Cheyennes, Rees, Mandan, Gros Ventres, and Crows.
2. The tribes that come in close contact with the whites and civilization are fast decreas~
ing. Change in their mode of life, and in the fact of their learning all the vices and few
of the virtues of the whites, is, in my opinion, the cause of their decrease.
3. Venereal diseases among those who have been living near settlements, also whiskey,
are the diseases most common. Small-pox is often introduced among different tribes by,
accident, and is very fatal .
. 4:. Intoxication prevails to some extent among tribes that live near settlements, but as
a general rule, with the exception of very old men and old squaws, I do not think the
Indians can be considered addicted to intoxication. Among some of the wild tribes, I
have known them utterly refuse to have anything to do with whiskey. This I am told
by traders who have tried to sell it to them. But the Indian, like the white man, if he
lives where whiskey is plentiful, will acquire a taste for it, and when he does he becomes
a s debased as the lowest white drunkard. It is already against the law to introduce whiskey into the Indian country, but it is evaded. Large quantities are brought from the
British line, by English half-breeds, to trade, and this it is impossible for us to prevent,
without our troops can get permission to cross the frontier. I think we have laws enough
on the subject, if they were only enforced; perhaps it would be well to add a law making
it an offence for any one who sells or even gives a drop of ardent spirits to an Indian in any
of the territories of the United States
5. There is a very wide and remarkable difference in different tribes in regard to prostitution. While some tribes are disgustingly loose in their habits, there are other tribes living
in the same country who are remarkable for their virtue. The Ree Indians, for example, carry
this vice to a very great extent, and decrease in a fearful state, in fact destroying the nation.
On the contrary, the females of most of the wild bands of Sioux, called the Teton Sioux,
set an example of virtue worthy of being copied by any white civilized nation. I believe
the contact with depraved specimens of the white population, a taste for luxuries, only to
be procured by money, are the principal causes of the females falling into this vice; where
they do fall, they soon become very much depraved, and di8ease naturally follows.
6. I know of no other facts that are the cause of their decay. A total change in the
system now adopted towards the Indians will in the end effect a remedy. I have given
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much of my attention to this subject; and feel sure that with a proper system in our Indian affairs, the Indians who are now a curse and a nuisance to the country can be maJe
a peaceful part of our community, if not a beneficial part. I can state this more fully in
answer to your questions that follow.
7. As regards the system of making reservations, and pushing the Indians from the east,
from the west, from the north, and from the south, and concentrating them into one section of the country, it has, in my opinion, been a very bad policy. It should cease, and
should have ceased years ago. At a great expense the government have taken away trouble
from one section of country, to concentrate it on the borders of another. I do not altogether disapprove of the system of Indian reservations, but I do of the constant changes of
reservations. The Indians once on their reservation, should be protected there by our laws,
and in every respect made amenable to our laws; when they transgress them they should
be punished, and if the civil authorities are not able to enforce the laws, then the military
should be called on. I believe in separating bands of Indians as widely apart as possible,
thus destroying their individuality, their nationality. So far from concentrating them attd
treating them as we do a foreign nation, it would be better when people wished the land
the Indians occupy, instead of pushing them into the wilderness, to even purchase a tract of
land in some of our densely populated eastern States, and place them there ; for there, in
a few years, they would be forced to adopt the habits of civilized life, or they would soon
become extinct. I will take as an example of this case the Minnesota Sioux. Not many
years ago the different bands of this nation were settled on the Mississippi, Wabasha's band
at the town of Wabasha, Red Wing's band at Red Wing, &c. When it became necessary
to settle that country, instead of sending them on a reservation up the St. Peter's or Minnesota river, it would have been better to say to them, "We must have your lands; each
family will seek his locality or farm." Settlers would then be allowed to settle around
each separate band; of course, in consideration of the land taken from them, the government would assist them with cattle, agricultural implements, and establish schools for
the instruction of their children, letting them know they were protected in all their rights
the same as white men, and in regard to the reservations now in existence I would adopt the
same rule.
There are only two rules to follow: one is to drive them off further, starve them and
drive them to desperation, till we have to adopt some mode of ridding ourselves of an
encumbrance, or to reclaim them from their savage life, and by kindness and education
make them peaceable if you cannot make them useful members of our community; but
above all things, don't send Indian agents and traders among them to rob them of what the
government appropriates for their improvement.
8. It is best the lands should be held in severalty, as I have already stated.
9. I would not propose to confer the power of alienation of real estate upon Indians, for
this generation, at least, but their children who might fall heir. after they have been civilized
and educated, should have full right, when they arrived at the proper age, to do what
they pleased with their property.
10. There is a very great difference in regard to the amount of agriculture the different
tribes of Indians attend to. Among those nomadic tribes who live in a country abounding with game, in wild fruits and roots that can be eaten, it is hard to bring them down to
cultivate the soil. Their instinct teaches them to wander out on the prairie to hunt, and
the sections of country they inhabit are ill-fitted for agricultural purposes.
In the children of such tribes I would inculcate a taste to raise stock, as the Jesuit priests
did in California at their missions. All who have lived in California before it was settled can
testify to their success, and the immense herds belonging to these Indian missions. With
other tribes, such as the Rees, Mandans, Gros Ventres, and several tribes in Arizona, (whose
names I cannot recollect,) cultivation of the soil is carried on with great success. I would
mention as an example the Pimas Indians on the Gila river. Most of the work, however,
is done always by the squaws. Tho he Indian is too proud to work. His duties are war
and the chase. As regards half-breeds, I regard them a very bad mixture As a general
thing. they retain too many of the bad qualities of the Indians, and too few of the good
qualities of the whites.
11. Schools and education have not been attended to as much as they should be. Congress appropriates money for this purpose, but little of it generally is expended in schoob. I
recommend that the children of the Indians, male and female, be made to go to school, that
the boys l>e taught to work at different tradts and· farming, the girls to sew, wash, and
cook, and above all teach them habits of cleanliness. Do thi~, and you do all required toreclaim the savage and make him a useful being.
12. Chrit;tian missions as a general thing have not been a success. Persons should be
sent as missionarits with good practical common sense. I think that comparatively little good
can be done the present generation by education or re1igion ; but by tbe establishment of
missionary schools, the ruissionary establishments protected by troops, in order to protect
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those who join the establishment against the attacks of their hostile bTethren, an immense
amount of good might be done.
13 . In regard to the country called Indian territory, as I said before, the Indians should
hold their lands, but they should as far as possible be separated, to destroy the feelings they
have of their being a separate nation, of which they are very proud. By degrees, as they
become educated and civilized, they will comider themselves citizens of the United States
and be proud of that.
14. Money annuities should be entirely discontinued. It is the principal source of all
the trouble at our Indian agencies.
15. It is my qpinion that very little of it reaches the bands of the Indians.
16. As a general thing the greater part of the annuities is already pledged to the traders
at the agency for goods Jurnished before it is paid, and the Indians rarely see any of the
money.
17. I don't think much of the Indian annuities are squandered for intoxicating drink
and gambling, for the simple reason that the trader (for there is only one allowed} pockets
most of the money.
18. Don't make any money payments to the Indians; issue them clothing and supplies
when they are in need of them, but let this be done in the way I shall hereafter mention.
19. The operation of the order system is bad. Very frequently I have seen dming an
annual Indian payment, nearly all the Indians of the nation· collected together from a distance, waiting weeks and months for their goods to arrive, and every day being told that
their supplies would reach soon. They would wait more patiently than any body of white
men would, till all of their small stock of provisions would become exhausted, and -their
families almost starving. Then the agent would give the Indians orders on the trader at
the place, by which the trader pockets all the money due the Indians-half sta:rv€d, not
knowing what he pays, or the value of what he buys. As a general rule but one trader is
allowed at an agency ; his pr~ces he and the agent regulate. At last the goods are near at
hand, and the payment must take place; the agent then persuades a number of Indians
to go on a hunt, and while this number :is away the goods are distributed to those who
remain.
20. The Indian department unquestionably should be under the War Department. It is
to the troops the friendly Indian looks for protection again£t hostile bands, and from the
troops the agent or trader calls for protection, when his Indians, exasperated at repeated
impositions, threaten to take his life. 'The Secretary of the Interior may believe one policy
the best to adopt towards certain bands, and the Secretary of War may think it necessary
to act quite differently. 'Thus different orders are issued to the agents and to the troops.
Frequently Indians become so troublesome it is necessary to turn them over to the hands
of the military entirely, and in the midst of the war, before peace and quiet is established,
the agent or some other official is empowered to make a treaty and pay the Indians large
sums to behave themselves, thus greatly interfering with military success. It is a common
saying among Indians, that when they are in want of more annuities, all they have to do
is to kill a few white men and steal a few horses.
21. In setting apart reservations it should be done by the department, acting justly towards the Indians. It could be done by treaty, but it amounts to the same thing, for the
Indians can neither read nor write nor understand our language, and are at our mercy. The
services of an interpreter have to be used to make a treaty, frequently some unprincipled
half-bre.ed, whom speculators can bribe to interpret just as they like.· What is to prevent
these Indians from signing a treaty, the purport of which they know nothing whatever
about? Many of our Indian treaties are made in this way, and then we say the Indian
refuses to live up to his treaty.
22. I approve very much of the placing of orphan children in the families of Christians
for education and civilization.
23. In conclusion, I would state, in order to better the condition of the Indian and
protect him from fraud, I would have the Indian agencies stationed at military posts, the
commanding officer being the superintendent; at each post there should be an agent, also
there should be established missionary schools. The annuity goods should be purchased
by some one directed for that purpose, and the goods sent to the post. On its arrival the
commanding officer should order a council of three senior officers of the army to examine
the goods, compare them with the invoices and with the price current of the city where
these goods were purchased, and then to hand in their report, under oath that the amount
expended f.or the goods is correct, to the commanding officer, to be forwarded by him. The
goods should be distributed in the presence of officers and under the orders of the commanding officer. If this plan was adopted I doubt if you would find so many persons in
the country seeking after the position of Indian agent, for then there would be no chance
of their making a fortune on a sala.ry of $l,f·OO a year.
To -show -what good can be done in the way of improving the Indian race and making
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them useful, I would call your attention to the various missions in New Mexico and California. If you travel over that country you will be surprised at the magnificent buildings
you will occasionally meet with in the midst of a perfectly de~ert and deserted country.
They are called missions of some saints or other. These buildings and all the improvements,
flourishing fields, mills, herds of cattle, &c., are the work of a few priests and the wild
Indians. Now, I am not a Catholic, nor do I wish to advocate any particular sect of religion, but this I must say, the priests are actuated by a desire to promote the interests of
their church. You may call this fanaticism if you will, but it is sincere, and there is no
selfiill, personal feeling in it. 'I'he wild savage soon sees this and appreciates it. Then,
again, in their forms of religious ceremonies there is a mystery, a solemnity, that strikes
the ignorant Indian with awe, or as they term it" big medicine." We all know that the
Catholic religion has the most strength in a community where the people are most ignorant.
Pure religion, of course, comes from the heart, but it is the forms and ceremonies of the
Catholic church, like dress parades and grand reviews in armies, that effect the discipline
of the church as in the army. On this account I think that the missions I recommended
above should be placed in the hands of the Oatholic clergy in preference to any other sect.
Another thing I would recommend. at these military and religious stations in the Indian
country, and that is the organizing by degrees of a military force of Indians. I would
begin with a few at first ; I would issue to them arms, rations, and clothing fitted to their
tastes and habits. I would use this force as a police force in the village and as pickets and
scouts. By degrees I would increase this force and enforce discipline more strictly ; and if
hostile Indians attack the Indians, I would ma~e Indian war on them by offering a. reward
for the scalps of any warlike Indian. I would send parties and capture their women and
children, make the women work at the mission and educate the children by force. This
may appear unchristianlike, but with the savages a woman is treated as bad as any negro
laborer formerly was in our country, and it would be a mercy to her to be under the control
of a Christian mission. After the war was over I would allow the husbands and fathers to
visit their squaws and children, and if, after they had been a year in charge of the mission
ru; prisoners, they wished to rejoin their husbands, or the husbands to come and live at the
mission, I would let them do so. By locating these missions in portions of the country
under the protection of troops, in a few years they would be flou shing settlements, strong
enough to protect themselves. And as soon as they became sufficiently strong and civilized
I would withdraw the troops and let them have all the beRefits of the laws of the country
like any whit.e man. They certainly have an equal right to the land we occupy; and as
soon as they are fitted for it, they have the right to be citizens of the United States.
With much respect, your obedient servant,
ALF. SULLY,

Brevet Major Generol,.
Hon. J. R DooLITTLE,

Chairman Congressicmal Committee.

R(p!y of Inspector General R. B. Marcy.

ST. Lours, Mo., AUfJust 8, 1865.
Sm: General Pope has just handed me your circular of May 10, 1865, with a request
that I would give my views regarding the interrogatories therein contained.
It affords me great pleasure to comply with the general's request, as I believe that im·
portant modifications can be made in our Indian policy, which will produce results highly
beneficial to the interests of both the United States and the Indians.
I have served as a commissioned officer in the United States army thirty-three years,
the greater part of the time upon the western frontier among the following tribes of In·
dians, viz:
Chippeways, Menomonees, Winnebagoes, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees. Creeks, Seminoles, Delawares, Shawnees, Sioux, Comanches, Kiowas, Pawnees, Witchetaws, and
Apaches.
It is a well-established fact that the wild tribes of the plains and the partially civilized
tribes near the settlements have been rapidly diminishing in numbers for many years-the.
former from the effects of exposure and fatigue upon long expeditions in pursuit of game
and in war, and from the effects of hunger, which causes have produced great mortality,.
especially among the very old, young, and infirm.
·
The Indian as ~;;oon as he comes in contact with the white man at once imbibes all his
vices and very few of his virtues. The men become addict~ to drunkenness and the
women to prostitution, and these vices are pl·opagated and fostered by the influence and:
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example of unscrupulous white traders and others who come most directly in contact with
them.
Many die from the effects of colds, rheumatism, and other kindred diseases, brought on
by intemperance and exposure, and large numbers die from venereal diseases, which spread
rapidly among them, and for which they have no effectual remedies.
While encamped with the southern Comanches in 1854, a great many of them who were
suffering from th& most virulent form of this terrible disease crowded around my surgeon
and entreated him to give them medicine which would afford relief. There is no doubt
that the disease must exercise a powerful influence in enfeebling and degenerating the race.
To obviate these evils is a question somewhat difficult of solution, but the remedy which
occurs to me as the most efficacious and permanent is to place them upon reservations,
furnish them with farmers, school teachers, and physicians, and instruct them in the arts
of civilization, and until they become accustomed to their new sphere of existence and
abandon their predatory habits, it would be necessary to establish military posts near them
to guard them against the demoralizing influences of unprincipled white men, and at the
same time to confine them to the limits of their reservations.
The prairie Indians and their ancestors from time immemorial have been hunters, and
lived upon the products of the chase. They have never planted a seed nor raised a crop,
and are perfectly ignorant of the first rudiments of agriculture. The buffalo and other
wild animals of the plains are rapidly disappearing, and it will only be a very few years
before game will no longer furnish these people a subsistence. They must then either be
subsisted by the government, taught to provide their owli subsistence by agriculture, or
starve.
As a measure of economy and enlightened humanity. I think the plan I have recommended is the wisest. In carrying this into operation, I think it probable th~t the adult
males, who have a great antipathy to manual labor, will not willingly adopt such novel
habits of life, but the women and children will work, and I believe they may gradually
become civilized.
The experiment has been tested with the Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees, Creeks,
Delawares, and other Indians, and has been successful. Those Indians, as a general rule,
are better farmers and ve more comfortably than the poor white people of the southwestern St9.tes. They till the soil succeRsfully and raise large numbers of cattle, hogs, &c.,
but during the past four years the Cherokees and Creeks have been robbed of large numbers
of their cattle by people from Kansas. Indeed, so flagrant had been these outrages, that
during the last summer I found the entire country along Grand river for one hundred and
fifty miles totally depopulated, when at the commencement of the rebellion it was well
settled with Cherokee farmers. They were obliged to abandon their farms to save what
few cattle remained to them.
The Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks, end Cherokees have schools and churches among
them; their children are being educated, and many of the adults are able to read and
write. This has all been brought about by the labors of Christian missionaries, who
have exercised a very beneficial influence over them; it:1deed, it may safely be said that
their civilization is altogether due to the efforts of those worthy people.
In answer to question No. 13, I would locate the Indians upon reservations adapted to
the culture of grain, and not upon barren wastes such as were assigned to the Winnebagoes on the Upper Missouri river, where the government was obliged to issue rations to
them from day to day. I would not convey any lands to them by treaty stipulations, but
regard the Indians as tenants, who could be removed at the pleasure of the government;
this would enable the United States, without any breach of faith, to remove them to other
localities whenever the lands they occupied were required for more important purposes.
The advantages of this policy over that now existing will be seen from the following
remarks:
In 1831 the United States entered into a treaty with the Choctaws, whereby the government ceded to them that large tract of country lying between the Cananian and Red rivers,
a.nd extending from the western boundary of Arkansas to the lOOth meridian of west longitude, embracing four times as much land as they and their neighbors-the Chickasawshave ever been able to occupy or use, so that three-fourths of this beautiful farming country now lies unoccupied.
As I was very familiar with this particular section, having been stationed here for several
'years, and traversed it in several different directions, I in 1863 addressed a letter to the
honorable Secretary of War, in which J took the liberty to suggest that, as the Choctaws
and Chickasaws had taken up arms against the United St:1tes, and had been fighting in
the rebel ranks ever since the war began, whether it would not be a pToper punishment
·for their treason to take from them all that portion of their reservation which they do not
occupy, and convert it in a new territory, which would be far preferable for agricultural
purposes to any of the other Territories.
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In that communication I entered into an estimate of the amount of land embraced within
the re~:~ervation, and enclosed a map showing the limits of the settled portion.
I am of opinion, from all I have learned of men who have had good opportunities of
j udging, and from my own observations, that a great portion of the money which has been
sent out for payment to the northwestern Indians during the past ten years has never
reached them. I would, therefore, discontinue all money annuities, as they only Ferve to
fill the pockets of agents and traders, and furnish whiskey to the Indians ; but if these
annuities are to be continued, I would restore the functions of disbursing agents to the
commanding officers of military pOflts, and require the payments to be made in presence of
the subordinate commissioned officers. This will insure a perfectly juit and equitable distribution of the money among the Indians.
I would not allow a trader to go among them, but place such articles as are necessary
and useful in the hands of commanding officers of military posts, to be distributed from
time to time as the Indians need them.
If any one objects to the system I have recommended, I would ask him if he has ever
heard of a single instance where the Indians were ever defrauded of a dollar of their annuiti es during the time they were disbursed through military channels. I would also ask
him if be bas no t beard of many instances where poor men were appointed Indian agents,
and who, after four years' service upon a salary of ,$1,800 a year, retired to private life with
large for tunes. If he answers the last question in the negative, [am forced to acknowledge
that I have heard of many instances.
I am , very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. B MARCY,
Inspector General lJ. S. A.
Ilion. J. R. DooLITTLE,
United Stutes Senai,or, Racine, TVi.sconsin.

R~ply

of M. Gookins, · United States Indian agent.
WICHITA INDIAN .AGENCY,

Butler County, Kansas, August 20, 1865.
Sm ~ In reply to your inquiries of May 10, last, I will say, in answer to the 1st question:
I -entered the public service in August, 1863, in the capacity of a special Indian agent, and
~remained one year-spending my time with the Cherokee, Creek, Seminole, and Euchee In(lians, in the vicinity of Fort Gibson, C. N. Since August, 1864, I have acted as agent of
t he affiliated tribes of Indians of the Wichita agency, comprising the Wichitas, Oaddoes,
a port ion of the Shawnees, Wacos, and several other small tribes, who are refugees from
their former homes. .And I will here remark that whatever statement I may make, or
opinion s express, may be understood as applying to the tribes above mentioned, unless
some particular tribe is specially mentioned.
2. Are they increasing in numbers or decreasing, and from what causes?
Answer. They are rapidly decreasing, and have been more especially since the com~
mencement of the late war; the causes are many and various. Many might answer the
question by saying it is the fatal destiny to which the race is doomed; that they must
become extinct to give place to a higher .civilization. When we so often hear the expression, "We never shall have peace until the whole race is exterminated"-knowing
this feeling of antagonism is so prevalent in the west, entertained by the race having the
power-it is not difficult to understand one of the causes of ijl:eir decrease; when in eight
cases in ~very ten, the interruptions of peace is first caused bf'the aggressions of white men
on the rights of the Indians. To elucidate the historical fact, that they are decreasing, and
to give an opinion as to the primary and secondary causes, would require more space than
can well be given to this paper.
3. What diseases are most common and most fatal among them, &c.?
Answer. My experience bas mostly been confined to those who have been made refugees
by the exigencies of the war, and diseases among them have been many and fatal ; exposure
to hunger, cold, want of clothing, and destitution generally, has promoted and engendered
many diseases among them; the most fatal, however, is the small-pox; they adhere tenaciously to their superstitious modes of treating it, and reject all others-hence its fatal
result£.
4 To what extent does intox1cation prevail, &c.?
Answer. 'rhe North American Indians have always manifested as strong an inherent liking
for int oxicating drinks as any race we know of, and the extent of intoxication is just
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as great as it is possible for them to obtain the means of gratifying their appetites. Unprincipled men will, and do smuggle liquors into the Indian country; and unfortunately
there are too many whose duty it is to suppress it, who, either from love of gain or a love of
whiskey, encourage it. One violation of the law often creates widespread difficulties. The
intercourse laws, if rigidly enforced, are sufficient; al).d I cannot suggest any better " practical regulation'' than to place men of integrity in responsible positions, and promptly displace every one who fails in the discharge of his known duty, or wilfully violates the law.
5. In answer to your 5th question, I will say that, in most of the tribes with which I
have had intercourse, there is a great laxity in morals, and on the particular point embraced in your inqQiry it is carried to extremes. The evil has greatly increased during
the war. The Indians, as refugees from their homes, have been massed together, permitting promiscuous intercourse ; their contact with licentious white men stimulates their
animal passions to a great extent, while with some of the tribes their females are made
merchandise of by their husbands and acquaintances; forced to it, they sometimes say, by
actual suffering for life sustenance. It is easy then to imagine, under such circumstances,
the degree and increase of this evil. To what extent it "diminishes their numbers and
enfeebles their offspring," I cannot speak understandingly, but the effects are doubtless
very deleterious.
6. State any other facts bearing upon the causes of their decay, and what, if any, is the
best practicable remedy ?
Answer. The answer to this has in part been anticipated in replying to the second. The
history of the race for 150 years shows their constant decrease. The immediate causes
which come under our own observation are their wars among themselves; their hostilities
with the whites, in the aggregate of which they are great losers; their licentious and intemperate habits, which increase rather than diminish, as they come in contact with what
we are pleased to call civiUzation ; the fatal diseases which prevail amoug them, which
they know not how to treat. While from causes named, and for want of sufficient food,
clothing, and shelter, and great exposure, their natural increase falls far short of their losses.
More than this, the deep-settled hostility of the stronger against the weaker race, in all
localities where there are Indians, is of itself a sufficient cause of their rapid decrease. JI
have just witnessed a case in point: two days were spent in trying to impanel a jury, in
Chase county, Kansas, who would accord the same rights of legal protection to an Indian
that they would to a white man. I have no doubt but the proof would have shown a case
of wilful and deliberate murder of an Indian by a soldier ; yet when men were examined
touching their qualifications as jurors they would say to the court they would not find a
man guilty in such a case, and under the same state of facts, when they would if the victim
had been a white man ; and some of them said they only blamed the soldier for not killing
more of them. No jury could be had; the case was dismissed, and the murderer discharged.
You ask the general question, "what, if any, is the best pmcticable remedy?" There is
none.
In answer to the 7th I would say that, if it were practicable "to mmove them to new
reserves, remote from settlements, where they would not be encroached upon,'' it would
be the best policy;. but experience and the progressive character of our people teach us
that it is not In every view of the case which I have been able to take, the conclusions are
all against the Indians. I believe that nothing better can be done than to try to protect
them in their present homes.
8. Is it best that their lauds should. be held in common or in severalty?
Answer. My experience would say in severalty.
9. Alienation, &c.?
Answer. To confer the power of alienation upon the full-blood Indians would be equivalent in eight cases out of ten to divesting them of their lands; with the mixed race it
would be different; many of hem would retain their property, and might safely be trusted
with the power.
10. Agriculture, &c.?
Answer. My experience on this head is quite limited. In passing thmugh the Cherokee,
Creek, and Seminole countries, however, I see evidences of thrift and prosperity, which existed before the rebellion, to a greater extent, than I expected to find; better houses and
other improvements ; and I think would be likely to again after pacification. The Caddoes
and Shawnees of my agency give considerable attention to farming; the other tribes but
little. The first named tribes had large herds of cattle. Among the full- bloods the females
perform nearly all the labor. The mixed-bloods assimilate towards the habits of the whites,
about in regular gradation of degree of blood.
11 and 12. I have no experience derived from personal observation in the operations of
schools and missions, they having all been suspended since the war. Although some sncouraging progress has been made in schools, it is generally conceded that the expectations
of their managers have not been fully 1·eali:4ed : pr<?gress is very slow; and there seems to.
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be very little adaptation among them of transmitting their acquirements one to another.
Manual-labor schools, I suppose, prosper somewhat, as does farming, accordiqg to bloodmixture. .A disinclination to work among the full-bloods is seen in schools as elsewhere.
The schools have not generally answered the expectations of their foster parents. Christian missions have effected, in the aggregate, much good, and should be encouraged.
13. The several points embraced in the 13th question I have reflected much upon, but I
have not really an opinion satisfactory to myself. The Cherokee, Creek, Choctaw, and
Chickasaw nations, as they are called, embrace a section of as good, perhaps the best, country lying west of the Mississippi river. This progressive age seems to require that their
resources should be developed and improved, either by purchasing them, throwing them
open to the white population, or encouraging the present owners by advancing them in the
manner your question implies. The manner of doing this is a question for legislation, and
one, as I have said, I have not formed a very definite opinion upon.
14. Ought money annuities to Indians to be discontinued, as far as consistent with treaty
obligations?
Answer. Yes.
15. What proportion actually reaches their hands?
Answer. Probably one-fourth.
16. What proportion is received by traders for goods and supplies already advanced?
.Answer. One-half, I think.
17. What proportion is squandered in intoxicating drinks, or in gambling?
Answer. The "proportion" is just all they have, when the means to gratify their propensities are within their reach.
18. What can practically be done to secure the Indians against the two latter evils when
payments in money, or supplies in goods and clothing, are made?
Answer. .All that is required is for . you to keep honest and faithful men in office ; men
who are willing to serve the government, for what they agreed to, by accepting their appointments. But if you find them making two or three thousand dollars a year over
their salaries, you may know they are not men of integrity, however plausible may be their
explanations.
19. The "order system" is sometimes abused, but if the orders are controlled by agents
and men who look to the interest of the Indians and the saving of their means, I think
the system a good one, and often a matter of much convenience.
20. I am not sufficiently acquainted with the difference, if there be a material one, in
the practical operations of the two systems, and should think it of but little consequence
under what department these things were managed at Washington. But as to the practical
operations of carrying into effect the laws and regulations of Congress, I deem it of great
importance that the details of the operations should be carried out by men whose time, interests, and attentions would be undivided, and made the first consideration.
21. " In setting apart reserves," I should deem it advisable to do so by treaty, as they
would be better understood by the Indians, and less liable to change.
22. What proportion of children are orphans?
Answer. I cannot say what proportion, but there are a great many orphans among
them The headmen, however, very generally adopt them, and they seem, especially the
full-bloods, very reluctant to part with them, they having no appreciation of the advantages that might result to their race; this, with th8ir general distrust of the whites, would
deter them from consenting to any such arrangement as your question proposes. I should
have but little faith in its 8uccess if attempted.
To the last question, I don't know that I can add anything more than has already been
expressed or implied in my answers to the preceding questions .
.Although considerable time has elapsed since the receipt of your circular letter, absence
from my agency, and pressing engagements when here, having had until very recently no
assistant, I have not been able to give the subject as much attention as I could wish, and
not having time to revise it, I must submit this my first a.nd very imperfect draught.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
MILO GOOKINS, Unzted States Indian Agent.
Hon. J. R. DooLITTLE, Chairman Congressional Committee.

Reply of Governor Evans, Suptrintendent qf Indian Affairs.
CoLORADO SuPERINTENDENCY INDIAN AFFAIRS,

Denver, September 1, 1865.
SIR : In reply to your questions in regard to "the condition of the Indian tribes, and their

treatment by the civil and military authorities/' I have the honor to auswel' as follows :
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Question 1. "During how long a period, and in what capacity, in the civil or military
have you had experience in Indian affairs, or what other means of observation have
you had, and with what tribe or tribes?"
Answer. I have been ex officio superintendent of Indian affairs in Colorado Territory for
three years and four months, and have had no other means of personal observation of the
administration of Indian affairs. My intercourse has been confined to the Arapahoes, Cheyennes, Kiowas, Comanche, Apache, and Ute tribes.
Your second, third, fourth, fifth, and sixth questions will be more satisfactorily answered
by agents, my intercourse as superintendent not bringing me into such intimate acquaintance with them as the agents possess, and not enabling me to answer from persvnal
observation.
Question 7. '' Which, in your opinion, is the best policy, as white settlements advance
and surround Indian reservations, to maintain the Indians upon them, and endeavor
to resist encroachments, or to remove them to new reservei! remote from settlements?"
Answer. My experience has been entirely with wild Indians, and it would seem to be the
better policy with them to keep them remote from settlements, and to try to bring the
influences of civilization to bear upon them, so as to teach them submission to authority,
and to bring them under some sort of control before they are brought into contact with
the settlements.
Question 8. "Is it best that their lands should be held in common or severalty?"
Answer. I should think in severalty, as they generally have their personal interests
~recognized even among the wildest tribes.
Question 9. "If held in severalty, is it safe to confer the power of alienation of real
estate upon Indians? If so, upon what classes, and under what limitations?"
Answer. I should not think it safe to confer the power of alienation of real estate upon
them, at least until they are thoroughly civilized and prepared for citizenship.
Questions lOth, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th.
Answer. I have no experience from which to answer these questions.
Question 20. "Under what department of the government, the War Department or the
interior, should the Bureau of Indian Affairs be placed, to secure the best and most economical administration of it?"
Answer. My judgment can only be given from actual observation as to the wild or nomadic tribes. I have little doubt that they can be more successfully and economically
managed by the War Department. The necessity of a force to keep them quiet is too palpable to be denied; and if the entire management is committed to the military, it would
iharmonize the influences and authority of their management, and prevent misunderstandings and conflicts which confuse the untutored Indian and create distress.
To control the wild Indian by giving him presents and by the presence of troops should
be one object, and under one head or directing power.
Question 21. "In setting apart reserves, is it advisable to do so by treaty with the tribes,
or to do so by law, or by the regulation of the department, enforcing the same by arms?"
Answer. I have little doubt it would have been better to have controlled the whole
matter by law, instead of treaty, had the plan been inapgurated ; whether it can be so
changed now without more difficulty than benefit is doubtful.
·
Question. '22. "What proportion of the children are orphans, and to what extent would
it be practicable for the Indian bureau to place orphan children in the families of Christian
white men, to be trained and educated in the English language, and in the habits of civilized life ?' '
Answer. I have no information as to the number of orphans. My opinion is, that the
distribution of the Indian children among white families might be secured by consent of their
parents, to a large extent, if taken while young, as children are often a great burden to
their parents among poor and suffering tribes. This, however, will necessarily be a work
of time, and assurance to the Indians of good care of their children.
Question 23. "State any other matter or fact which, in your opinion, would improve
the present system of Indian affairs, in principle or in administration, and prevent frauds
upon the Indian and upon the government.''
Answer. More promptness, system, and certainty in complying with treaty stipulations,
and a selection of presents better calculated to minister to the wants instead of the fancy
of the Indians is important. These should certainly be secured, so far as the tribes on the
plains and in the Rocky mountains are concerned. Without a great change in these respects, it will be folly to talk of maintaining peace except by largo military forces.
Perhaps the distribution through the War Department might meet some of these wants
and check fraud.
·
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
servi~,

·

Hon. J. R.

DooLITTLE,

JNO. EVANS,

Governor and ex officio Superimendent Indian Afairs.
U: 8.' Senator, Racine, Wiscomin.
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Reply of Abram Bennett, Kickapoo land agent.
TRoY, DoNIPHAN CouNTY, KANsAs,

August 15, 1865.
SIR: In answer to your request to give in writing my opinion and answers to certn,in
questions propounded in a printed circular in regard to the Indian treatment and department, I shall answer in detail.
1. I have served near one year as agent of the Kickapoo tribe of Indians, during which
time I closely observed the Indian character, endeavoring to acquaint myself with his wants
and necessities.
2. All history as well as observation alike teaches us the rapid decline of the Indians
in numbers. The causes producing this result are various.
1st. The various tribes, especially of the mountain regions, are continually at war with
each other, thereby destroying each other.
2d. The females marry too early in life in consequence of their numbers being much
less than the men, which cause produces alike the early demise of the mother , having had
but few children, and they quite feeble and .short-lived.
3d. The females being but the slaves of their lords, the husbands, have but little time
to take care of their offspring, hence many of them die in infancy for want of proper care.
Intemperance and indolent lives of the men are also sources of early death. Among other
prominent causes of disease among them are their habits in sleeping and eating ; generally
they sleep with head covered, summer or winter, from twelve to fourteen h ours per day,
and eat but one full meal, greatly overloading the stomach to the detriment of health.
3. Diseases among the Indians vary much, according to climate and habits of the Indians.
In ~estern ~untries the Indians mostly settle along the streams, whel'e they are subject
to fevers of various kinds, and perhaps more die with these diseases than any other. Such
diseases as are contagious, viz: small-pox, mea8les, mumps, and whooping-cough take off
· many, as they have not the means to take care of them as those diseases demand.
4. Intoxication prevails to a great extent among 1hem, especially along our thoroughfares. The only means to prevent it, in my opinion, would be to make it ~ penitentiary
offence to sell or give them liquor, and the duty of all civil and military officers to enforce
the law under severe penalties.
.
5. Prostitution prevails to an alarming extent among the tribes that are in close proximity to the whites, whom I consider the principal cause of their prostitution, and as a
consequence posterity is enfeebled and life thus shortened.
6. I have no facts to state in regard to their decay that will not be embraced under some
other head.
7. In regard to the close proximity of the white settlements, I have but one opinion,
and that is to keep the Indians and whites as far apart as possible for the good of the
Indian, not that I think the white race would deteriomte the Indian if an average class of
the white race would first approach them, but it is a truth that the majority of the first
settlers of a country are far below that standard; hence the vices of the whites are learned
and but few of their virtues.
8. My opinion is that their lands should be held in common.
9. It is unsafe to confer the right of alienation upon the Indian except in a few isolated
cases, and in regard to those few it would not be best, in my opinion, to confer this right
upon him.
10. A considerable proportion of those tribes in close proximity to the whites give their
attention to agriculture as the only means of support, as with white emigration game receoes, but the manual labor is generally performed by the females. Considerable stock is
. raised by them, mostly hogs and ponies; cattle are mostly consumed for beef, keeping this
kind of stock quite low.
11. Schools have quite a beneficial e:lfect. The manual-labor schools, in my opinion,
would be greatly preferable. Whilst going to school the children should be kept constantly
under the supervision and control of their teachers.
12. Christian missions in connexion with schools are quite beneficial; outside of these,
but l~or lost.
13. In regard to the Indian territory, if that is the most suitable place for the Indians 1
I would recommend its being organized into a tenitorial government, and, as far as practicable, the various tribes col!ected and placed thereon, with equal privileges and representation according to numbers, keeping the representation small, having tbe sepamte tribes
to make and control their own domestic relations and regulations, but all to conform
with the laws and regulations of the general government.
,
14. Money annuities, under a proper trade system, may be given or continued to the
Indians. The regulations in regard to trade and traders with Indians s~ould be
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very str1ct, and under the supervision of some one that could not have any interest in
the trade, and then such trade would be of decided advantage to the Indian, for by these
means he can secure the m ans of sustenance from year to year, and not himself have
any of the money after paying his creditors, as money itself would, iri the great majority of cases, be more injury than advantage to him,
15 and 16. Is already answered under other heads.
17. Most of the money received is squandered for drink or is gambled away,
18. First, I do not consider it any evil to pay the trader for goods received; secondly,
if a proper system of trade was established among them the latter evil would be removed,
as their money would be taken up in necessary articles for sustenance and clothing.
19. I have had no experience and no chance for observation in regard to the order
system, and hence cannot give opinion.
20. The War Department would certainly be the most economical department under
which to place the Indian bureau, and I see no good reason why it would not be as
good for the intereBt of the Indian.
21. In setting apart reserves, my opinion is it should be done by law, and, if necessary, enforce obedience. My reasons are: Treaties generally engender hard feelings in
the tribes, by which the chiefs lose their control over the members of the tribe, whilst
respect to chiefs is essential to the proper government of the tribe, and not unfrequently
have the Indians to be compelled to comply by force of arms with their own treaty
stipulations.
22. I do not think, as a general rule, it would be of any special ad vantage to the tribe
of Indians in general to have their children raised by white Christians, as they have a
great aversion to any Indian 'that departs from their rules and usa.ges ; and I am opposed
to the mixture of the races, and henee, as the educated Indian child is not to remain
among the whites, he would be the object of jealousy and contempt among his brethren
when he returned.
23. My opinion is, to collect the various tribes of Indians and place them under a territorial government, granting them as many ptivileges as consistent with good government,
controlling them with the military when necessary; establishing a suitable number of
manual-labor schools among them, and compelling the attendance of the children, as will
secure a common English education ; keeping the whites from among them as much as
possible, is the best thing, in my opinion, that can be done for the Indian race.
Yours, truly,
ABRAM BENNETT,
Late Agent of the Ktckapoos.
Ron, J. R. DooLITTLE, Oh.airman, S,c .

. Reply of P. P. Elder.
BALDWIN CITY' KANSAS,

August 12, 1865.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr circular, containing twentythree questions, relative to Indian affairs. Hoping to aid you in so important and laudable
a purpose as a reform in the administration of the affairs of the Indian bureau, I cheerfully
state my conclusions, reasons not being called for.
I would call your attention to my annual reports of 1862, '63, and '64. for some of my
reasons and conclusions
1. I was United States Indian agent for Neosho agency from May 1, 1861, to March 31,
1865, and resigned from choice and disgust of the management of the affairs in the
southern superintendency ana commission of Indian affairs-the Osages, Senecas. Quapaws, and Senecas and Shawnees-and have been a close observer of the management of
Indian affairs for nine years in this St:lte.
2. The Quapaws, Senecas, and Senecas and Shawnees, are fast passing away. Whiskey,
want of vegetable living, scrofula affection, exposure to the malarias incident to \imber
and water localities.
More than all others, attempted civilization. The Osages are not decreasing so much; live
in their natural way-on the hunt ; not so much connected with whites, and only a few
make pretensions to civilized habits; among which are the most deaths.
4. Just the extent that they can get anything that will intoxicate; they love it as babes
do milk, and ducks water. It only waots a good, efficient, and honest agent to enforce the
present statutes and exercise vigiltmce; no additional legislation will etftJct anything without
more zeal on the part of agents.
SIR :
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5. Not to a very great extent in the Neosho agency, especially among those who recog•
nize the marriage relation.
6. Requires much space to give any intelligible answer ; you only ask conclusions, not
reasons. Their connexions with the habits, customs, and vices of civilized life. In a
word, it is the aboriginal race giving way to the forward and inevitable progress of the
white race. It is the gradual and sure enforcement of the law of rise and progress-decay,
&c. There can be no remedy suggested by any living person.
7. Without any bias of feeling from my locality, but from a deep sense of feeling for the
unfortunate Indians, I do most emphatically say remove the Indians. lst. Because the
Indian universally prefers to remove; dislikes white settlements contiguous. White settlements, with their attendant evils to Indians, carry death to their doors, worse than the
malaria or the .Arabian simoom.
8 and 9. In common, most certainly, if your object is to benefit and preserve the Indian
race. .Any other title is to allow them to be swindled by unprincipled whites. To hold
lands in severalty, with power to alienate, is to place that unfortunate people at the
mercy of all unprincipled juntos of merciless knaves which infest an Indian country for
private gain from either private or public plunder, and nine out of ten of the government
gfficials in the Indian bureau, from the late Secretary of the Interior down, will aid them
in their nefarious schemes. Such injustice and want of good faith on the part of those
who (mis) represent the government, is the cause of all the hostile feelings now extant.
Titles in severalty, with power to alienate, is to ultimately make them paupers
10. Nearly all the small tribes which have laid aside the hunt, and now cultivate the soil
and raise stock, horses, &c., are confined mostly to first bloods-Quapaws, Seuecas, and
Shawnees. In these tribes men as well as women work. The Osages raise only a limited
amount of corn and horses; live by hunting buffaloes. In this tribe women are comparativ-ely slaves. .Agricultural pursuits are confined to half-bloods and those who have attended the school.
11 and 12. Schools have had a most decided influence, among all the tribes under my
ob~ervation, for the better.
Schools and churches among the Indian tribes, however wild,
have a more perceivable impression than any other influence. "Ignorance breeds superstition;" that, to a great extent, comprises their religious faith. Much that is called religion
among red or white is superstition based on error ; hence the Catholic religion more readily
commends itself to their benighted minds, embracing as it does a definite idea of morality
and a Supreme Being, and when connected with schools has a most controlling influence.
I believe in turning the education and religious teachings of the Indian tribes over to the
devotedness and tender mercies of the Catholics.
13. Under new treaties, by all means. These Indian tribes have been as much disturbed
and disorganized as the whites in any disloyal State The Indians expect it, look for it,
and demand it. They want "reconstructing." You organize that country into a civil
government, with franchise, representation, &c., and the educated and half-breeds only
would remain any length of time; all others would, in time, remove on to the Rio Grande
and headwaters of the Colorado and Red rivers. E~ch tribe would be tenacious to retain
their several tribal organizations under whatever organization you place them. This question requires a long essay or Congress speech.
14. I refer you to my annual report of 1862. Most certainly.
15. Possibly twenty-five per cent. ; generally not one-tenth.
16. Three-fourths, and in some instances the whole, is charged up to them, whether they
have the goods or not.
17. The women that draw as heads of families generally purchase the necessaries of life;
young men go where they can get whiskey. Gambling is not practiced very extensively
among the Indians of my acquaintance.
18. The influence and vigilance of agents properly exercised over traders and Indians.
The schools and priests will do much.
19 . The real object of the "order system" is, 1st, to confine the entire Indian trade to
the licensed trader, in which trade the agent has an interest, direct or indirect. 2d. To
prevent Indians from going to white villages with their money. 3d. To get rid of trusting
them ; all competition is prevented, and they can sell for 100 to 125 per cent prorlt, and
the only real good to the Indian is, it may prevent his spending his money at white villages
for whiskey, and hence no money should be paid them.
20. Under the war, if even by regular officers instead of volunteers, for under the latter
I have no hope to prevent cheating and stealing. In time of peace the Indian Bureau is
the most corrupt of any branch of the government. If the War Department has the
power to try and punish by military commission such men, then let the War Department
have it.
21. By treaty, always; a treaty is the Indian's Bible-a sacred stipulation; every generation is made familiar with all its provisions by councils in their wigwams. Indians
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never violate treaty stipulations unless provoked by improper conduct on the part of
whites.
22. I would judge about one-fifth of the children are orphans. Better place the children
to the schools, under the care of the priests and agents.
23. This is the most extensive and difficult of all habits of civilization, and agricultural
pursuits must be the prominent feature of the policy of the federal government towards
the several tribes of Indians in the future. A few of all tribes will incHne thereto, and
partially adopt the same from necessity, not choice. Thus inroads will be secured upon
the minds so benighted, and ultimately the most benefit and comfort can be extended to
them on their passage to annihilation as a race. Humanity and Christianity should
prompt those in power to some such course. In a word, they want, and should have in
the next half century, the treatment of a sick child whom the doctors have given up to
die.
To prevent frauds on the Indians and the government. I hardly had an idea there was
any ·one connected with the Indian bureau who desired to prevent, on the other hand
aided to open wide the avenues of plunder, so the dividends would be the larger. The
eight per cent. would be increased to ten, and peradventure fifteen. Combinations, well
and fully organized and confidentially carried on for the last few years and now, that no
Indian agent dare raise his voice against to expose, for fear of removal through the paid
services and influence of one who worked with him. That combination has cost the government and Indians more than one-half of a million in the last year. The old American
Fur Oompany never had as much power in the Indian bureau. The only character they
ever had has been acquired by the countless thousands of ill-gotten gains. ''Is there no
hand on h_igh to save?"
Already their conduct has brought disgrace upon an administration I have labored for
over twenty years to bring into power; and in many instances Buchanan's administration
is shaded. Nor have they ceased since your advent into and through Kansas; your visit
and investigation has no terror to them. The place to investigate Indian frauds is Leavenworth, Lawrence, and Fort Gibson ; I know nothing of further west.
The combination runs through all the ramifications of commissioners, superintendents,
agents, contractors, and trader:>.
You ask my opinion as to the remedy. "Eternal vigilance is the price of blood." Let
there be, as I now believe there is, an honest and faithful Secretary of the Interior, who
will resist all bribery, however big the claims, and nerve enough to hear and investigate
complaints and charges down through all the grades of offices.
Let the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and superintendents be investigated and exposed
as the lowest agent, contractor, or trader. Contractors can do no harm only when aided
by officers of the government. Let there be a show, a determination on the part of the
heads of departments to watch, scrutinize, and hold responsible every grade of office and
every person connected with and responsible to the government.
While there is such a manifest looseness on the part of the higher officers, what can you
expect of the lower ? The only inquiry that has been for the last few years has been, '' How
much can be made out of it?" " How can you cover the money with vouchers?" Men
who were distinguished office-holders under Buchanan, only for their shrewdness for public
plunder, and ''knowing how it was done," were the first to be taken into th~ confidence
of the officers of the Indian bureau, and have to this day been continued there, a stench
in the nostrils of all honest men.
.
Make the criminal code more stringent; make chea.tiug, stealing, aiding, accessories, &c.,
criminal, and then punish, and the whole body politic will say "amen."
Contracts are now actually let to the highest bidder. We all know how it is done-easily
explained.
.
In closing, sir, permit me to say that I have not written under the sting of removal
from office, for I repeat that I resigned from choice and disgust, and Senator Pomeroy
knows it. I have uot recommended the Catholic religion from any exalted opinion I have
of it, being a Protestant. I have w1itten hastily and with feeling, and had this been anything but a pri~te document I should have written smoother and used less hard names. I
mean what I say, and say what I mean.
Nothing would give me more pleasure than to aid in bringing to justice those who have
and will continue to plunder a crippled country
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. P. ELDER.
Hon. J. R. DooLITTLE,

Chairman, 8r c., Racine, Wisconsin.
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Reply of L. J. Keithly, late Indian ngent.
CIMARRON AGENCY, NEW MEXICO,

August 8, 1865.
Sm : I n compliance with your circular of May 10, 1865, I have the honor to reply as
follows:
1 I have been Indian agent nearly three years at the Cimarron agency, New Mexico,
during which time I have had the Mohuacheuta and Jicarilla Apache Indians under my
charge.
2. I believe both these bands are increasing a little.
3. I am unable to state what diseases are mo:>t common among them; they have generally been healthy.
4. Intoxi cation prevails to a fearful extent among them, and the only remedy l can suggest is to put them on reservations, whore such laws and police regulations can be
established and enforced as shall prevent the introduction of liquor among them, either by
the whites or themselves.
5. I believe that prostitution does not prevail among them to such an extent as to diminish their numbers or to enfeeble their offspring.
7. In my opinion reservations should not be selected and set apart hastily by the government; but when once selected and set apart, under due consideration as to the country,
locality, and surrounding circumstances, and the Indians put upon them, they should be
maintained there, and such laws and regulations enacted and enforced as would effectually
secure them in their rights, and prevent the encroachments of white settlements.
8. In my opinion, it would be best for the Indians to hold their land in severalty, be' cause, if held in common, it would tend to retard their advancement, as a tribe, in the arts
of civilization, and more m less discourage the industrious ones among them, and operate
as an encouragement to the idle and vicious; while, on the other hand, if held in severalty,
it would afford to the industrious the benefits and comforts resulting from thein: labor and
enterprise, and, no doubt, would in a short time be the means of inducing the balance to
adopt like habits of industry.
9. I believe it would be better not to confer upon the Indians the power to alienate
their real estate.
10. These Indians raise no stock except a few horses. The Mohuaches have never, to
my knowledge, planted any grain or vegetables, but the Jicarillas have planted small
patches of land, from time to time, in corn, wheat and pumpkins, which was cultiv.1ted by
both m en and women.
11. There have been no schools among the wild tribes of this Territory since it came
under th e jurisdiction of the United Btaks. I believe that manual-labor schools would be
most advantageous for them.
12. As soon as the Indians are put upon reservations, I would recommend that Christian
missions be permitted to go and establish manual-labor schools among them; but until
then any attempt to establish missions or schools among the Indians would only be money
and labor lost.
17. I am unable to state what proportion of their presents is squandered for intoxicating drinks, but I am confident they squander a largrl part of their presents and clothing
for liquor and in gambling.
18. There can nothing be practically done to secure the Indians against these two evils
of drinking and gambling so long as they are permitted to roam at large through the
settlements .
. 19. There are no licensed traders among these Indians.
20. I am not prepared to give an opinion in regard to which of the departments of the
government the Bureau of Indian Affilirs should be placed.
21. I believe it would be better to set apart reservatio-ns for the Indians by law or regulations, as the government, in its wisdom, shall deem most proper and expedient, without
the intervention of tre<~.ty stipulations with the different tribes; for, as a general thing,
the Indians will sign almost any treaty that may be prepared for them, having no intention to comply therewith at the time they sign it. They will ultimately have to be forced
to go upon the reservations set apart for them, and compelled to remain there by force of
arms. This is my firm belief as regards the Indians of New Mexico. ·
22. I am unable to state how many orphan children there are among them ; and as to
placing them in families of Christian white men, I believe it would be impracticable, as
there are, compamtively speaking, uut few fi:l.tnilies living in the Territory who speak the
English language.
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The answers to the questions propounded are predicated upon the characteristics of the
Indians of New Mexico.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
LEVI J. KEITHLY,
Late Indian Agent.
Hon . .r. R DooLITTLE) Oltairman, B;c.

Reply of Oaptain Charles Kerber, 1st Colorado cavalry.
HEADQUARTERS, FORT GARLAND,

c.

T.,

August 8, 1865.
Sm: 'rhe questions laid before me by you, as chairman of the joint committee of Congress, charged to make inquiry into the condition of the Indian tribes, I have the honor
to answer as follows, viz :
1. From 1855 to 1860 I was stationed as an enlisted man in New Mexico; since 1861,
as an officer in 1st regiment of Colorado volunteers in the Territory of Colorado. I am acquainted with Gila Apaches and Navajoes; more, though, with the Ute Indians.
2. They are decreasing in numbers in consequence of diseases and fighting.
3. Small-pox and sexual diseases.
4. To a very small extent among the Ute Indians of this region.
6. Sufficient ; decay of the Indians is undoubtedly caused through need of food. The
hunting grounds are decreasing daily in consequence of the advance of white settlements;
game is getting scaree, and the natural consequence is that the Indians suffer much.
7. Indian reservations should be protected against encro:tchments.
8. In common.
10. Five per cent. of the Ute Indians are farming. They all raise horses, though without paying particular attention to it. The women have to do all the work ; the warrior
considers work a disgrace to manhood.
11. Have not seen any school~ among them, and they will not visit them frequently,
so long as the Indians are not living in permanent villages. Manual-labor schools, to
teach them to make baskets, weave blankets, &c., will undoubtedly do a great deal of good
among any Indians. The scholars must be encouraged by giving them small gifts. Manualwork schools I consider a preparation for other schools. Not too much patience can be
recommended to teachers; all have to be taught at first in a playing way, and a teacher
who would hold those Indians right down to work would spoil all, and make work still
more disgusting to them.
12. Christian missions I indorse very much; and to begin with, Catholic" missions will
have more success than others, in consequence of their showy ceremonies.
14. Money annuities should be discontinued, sofas as consistent with treaty obligations.
Too much chance for swindle.
17. Ute Indians squander a great deal of their annuities in gambling with the Mexica,n
population.
18. Heavy punishment to anybody who is found guilty of gambling with Indians or
furnishing to them intoxicating liquors. In this part of the country there is hardly any
notice taken by civil authorities concerning the sale of liquors to Indians.
19. I do not conside:!." it good; too much chance for smuggling whh;key and swindling
the Indians after being intoxicated.
20. Under the War Department, because the latter has already suffident officers on the
frontiers to attend to Indian affcJ.irs, alongside their military duties; further, officers on the
frontiers have more experience in such matters than political men sent from the States to the
Territories. Undoubtedly not every officer is fit to meddle in Indian afftirs. All such
officers should have experience in Indian character, be kind but determined; look at the
Indians as human being,, but not as b1 utes.
It is my opinion that an officer in Indian affairs can do more good through kindness than
through brutal treatment; and the satisfaction to have assi,;ted in the civiliz~tion of poor
human beings should be of more worth to him than to be trumpeted out iu newspapers as
a great fighting man.
21. By treaty; and the latter should be enforced at present with arms until the Indians
have sufficient civilization to understand the good and meaning of the laws.
22. This will not be indorsed by the Indians themsel veR; they would sooner sell the orphans.
I do not consider it a good idea for this part of the country, because it would tum into the
well-known Mexican peonage .
. 23. The distribution of annuities should never take place without the presence of some
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officer, who should take care that the goods presented are the same which were sent by
the Indian bureau ; that the Indian agents do not retain some of the goods under false
excuses. The Indian bureau cannot be too careful in the selection of Indian agents ; it is
not an office whi ch is well paid, considering the great responsibilities and duties of an agent;
but still so many seek this office. Is it philan~hropy? Oh! no ; it is that fine chance there
is to make so many fine dollars by swindling the government, and, what is still more
despisable, the Indians. I am not an Indian lover, sir, but I consider it the duty of any
Christian t o give those Indians a fair treatment, and make somewhat allvwance for their
uncivilization. In consequence of the great prejudice existing on the frontiers against the
Indians m ost of our troubles with the latter arise, and a military officer cannot be too
cautious in investigating all the complaints brought before him by the population against
the Indians before he resolves to fight them. I could introrluce facts here which would
only too well prove the truth of th e above statement, but it may look as if I wish to praise
my~ elf and offer myself as an example in such matters to my brother officers ; therefore I
withhold th em.
What I h ave said, sir, alludes mostly to the Ute Indians, among whom I was stationed
since October, 1863.
Most respectfully, I am, sir, and offer myself your very obedient servant,
CHARLES KERBER,
Capt. Detachment, Battalion 1st Colorado Cavl'y, Com' dg Post.

R eply of J. B. Jl{axfield, missionnry to Pawnees.
PAwNEE SCHOOL, August, 1865.
In reply to inquiries contained in your circular of May 10, I make the following answem
seriatim:
1. During the last two years I have served as teacher to the Pawnee manual-labor school.
Prior to that time I lived in close proximity to the Otoe tribe, , during a portion of which
time I was employed at their mission
2. Both of these tribes are decreasing rapidly. The causes will appear in the following answer to third question:
3. As far as my observation reaches, the whole mass, or at least a majority of both tribes,.
is pervaded with a scrofulous taint. They are likewise very liable to attacks of the endemic diseases of this western country.
4. At the time of my residence in the vicinity of the Otoes intoxication prevailed among
them to an alarming extent. Among the Pawnees none of the effects of whiskey are to be·
perceived t o any extent.
No liquors of any kind would be found here unless they were
brought by the whites.
5. Prostitution prevails universally among the Pawnees. I am not aware of any exceptions. As might be expected, venereal diseases engendered and diffused by this vice exist
in the same ratio. Its effects are perceivable everywhere in this tribe. It is, in my opinion, the g rand cause which is destroying them, and will ultimately result in their entire
annihilation as a race, unless checked by civilizing them. Its deadly virus permeates the
entire nation. I am confident that there is not an entire family in the tribe completely free
from its presence. I believe that two--thirds of the deaths are caused by this disease.
6. Their irregular mode of life likewise tends to their decay; being frequently withou~
an adequate supply of food, and eating inordinate quantities upon obtaining a supply.
7. I am oppotled to Indian reservat~ons, either adjacent to or remote from the settleruents, as a permanent govermental policy. Any system that looks to a recognition and
perpetuation of their tribal organization under the system of chieftaincies is radically defective, and will have no other result than the swift and sure destruction of the remnant of
the i·ace. The chieftaincy should be abolished, and if they are permitted to retain a government distinct from the United States authority, should be permitted to choose their own rulers
for a limited length of time only. Under the present system, if a chief stands in the way
of a dishonest agent he unchiefs him, and appoints a more pliable one in his stead.
8. Their lands, so far as practicable, should' be held most certainly in severalty. There
are but few tribes where this is impracticable, and these are the pastoral ones further west.
9. It-is not safe to confer the right of alienating real estate indiscriminately upon these
Indians; it should b3 limited to a very few, if any, and then under the supervision and
sanction of a government officer.
10. The females of these tribes perform all the labor in t h e fields, miaing corn, squashes,
beans, &c. Men do not labor, but hunt, smoke, and idle.
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11. Well-cvnducted schools among these Indians have undoubtedly accomplished much
good Manual-labor schools, where the children are maintained in the institution, are
gre"'.tly preferable, involving no greater outlay, all thing:; considered, than those of other
classes.
12. Christian missions being more permanent than government schools, and not affected
by the constant political changes, which neutralize to a great degree their otherwise good
effects, are, from these considerations, to be preferred. Their tendency has been good, saving no donbt much money to the government, apart from the moral results attained. I
would recommend that all such schools be placed under the control of some one of the
various religious denominations of.the country, always limiting them to those of Protestant
character. Those churches, nearly all of them, have missionary boards incorporated by law
making them responsible for the proper disposition of all funds intrusted to their care.
13. As to the Indian territory after its pacification, I have not the opportunity to acquaint myself with the matter sufficient to form an opinion.
14. In regard to paying money annuities, I have no hesitancy in saying that by all means
they should be ,discontinued. Let the amounts due them be paid in goods that will be of
some service to them-farming implements, culinary utensils, clothing, &c. No blankets,
but coats and pants, &c. Government should prohibit blankets from being introduced
among· them. It would be a god-send to the Indians if there never was another blanket
made in the world. Their abandonment will be the first. step in civilization. Beeds, bells,
ear·rings, broaches, fish hooks, sashes, and all such articles, are worse than useless. The
sy::;tem of licensed traders, placing the whole tribe at the mercy of an avaricious and often
dishone;;t person, who enjoys an exclusive monopoly of the trade, should be abolished entirely. Instead of this, I would recommend the appointment of government officers to superintend this matter, government furnishing the goods, adding a sufficient per cent. to the
original cost to cover expenses, including appointees' salaries, and at these rates allow
each one to trade during the course of the year, the whole amount coming to each one as
his share of the annuity. Under the present arrangement, a few of the leading men in
the tribe receive the goods distributed, while those who need them most receive none. ·
15. About one-fifth. I make this statement thus high, so that it may not be too little.
It is considerably larger than has been received here during the last two years. I can give
no clearer idea of the amounts they receive of their annuity money than giving an instance-a usual occurrence, not an isola,ted case : in April of this year the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs wrote the trader here (who is his son-in-Jaw) that the Indians would
draw ten thousand dollars in advance of the usual payment for 1865 and 1866, their fiscal
year ending June 30, and telling him to get ready for that amount of trade; subsequently,
the agent telegraphed here from Baltimore, Maryland, to have the census taken, a dividend
struck, and orders issued to them on the trader for that amount. This was done-a dividend being struck ; but as much dissatisfaction existed against the trader, the chiefs forbid
the tribe to draw any orders. At this time many of the tribe were actually starving.
Things remained in this state for some days, when a council was called, at which I was
present. Three other whites were there, including the trader and his clerk. There was
much ill-feeling manifested by the Indians, and there was doubtless much danger of an
outbreak. 'I'hey alleged that the trader charged extortionate prices, gave short weight and
measure, &c.; and failing to obtain any reduction of prices, resoh'ed not to trade any on
credit-to wait until the agent came with the money, and then trade where they pleased. I
mingled freely with them, and knowing that there would be no payment until they traded,
and knowing also that the sick and poor would perish in great numbers, I advised them to
trade. After holding off for a few days, they concluded to trade, and orders were h;sued
to them. They had traded but a few days when a telegram was received from the agent,
only one hundred and seventy miles away, of which this is the import: "Tell chiefs and
head men I am coming with money and goods; will be up in a few days." Upon hearing
this I was grieved to think that I had advised the Indians to trade. As it was, they almost
ceased to trade until the arrival of the agent; after a few days he arrived, and in council
with them next day told them that he had a few goods for them, but no money. They resumed trading, and continued until nine thousand dollars was credited them by the trader.
The Indians never saw the money ; it was never here; it remained in the bank at Omaha.
The agent and trader weut down there and settled ; the money never coming on the reservation. This, as I stated before, is not a solitary example-the invariable practice to
hold back the payment until the Indians are forced to buy of the trader until the payment
is absorbed. These Indians paid eight dollars a sack for flour while trading on credit,
while in sight of their village a much better quality of flour could be bought for six and
a half dollars per sack, in cash. 16. The above statement will answer this question.
17. The answer to 4th question.
18. The answer to 4th question.
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19. The practical working of the money-order system is simply to furnish the trader with
greater facilities to plunder the Indians than they heretofore possessed. For an instance
a family consists of seven persons entitled to three dollars per head, total twenty-one dollars;
this dividend may be struck in August, and he with his ticket in his possession may wait
until December for the payment; then, under the pressure of approaching winter and
want, may trade a few dollars the next day after the payment may be made; but his order
for the whole amount has gone into the hands of the trader and he can get no money, but
is forced to trade it out. There is no perceivable good resulting from it, but much harm.
20. I am not acquainted with this country and those tribes, and hence not sufficiently
posted to give an opinion.
21. In the present state of Indian affairs it would be unwise to designate Indian reservations, except by treaty with the tribes.
22. From the best information I am able to obtain, fully one-fourth of the children are
orphans. Orphans are invariably adopted by their relatives; nothing but force would take
them from the tribes and place them in Christian families. The scheme is impracticable.
My opinion is, in regard to Indian affairs and the present system, that they are misemble
failures. Millions of money have been spent, thousands of lives sacrificed, and yet that the
government has signally failed either to civilize the Indians or secure the safety of the
frontiers is patent to all; it can never be done under the present system. No wholesome
fear of the government hal:' been impressed on their minds. Deal with them as with other
men, and we have nothing to fear. As long as the government continues to buy their
friendship, so long will it be held in contempt. Give him his rights and make him amenable to the laws of the land as other men, and protect him in the enjoyment of his rights,
and most of the embarrassments inseparable from the present system will disappear. Let
them not be made the prey and sport of political favoritism to be plundered by every dishonest and broken-down politician who voted for a member of Congress. If such persons
must have place for services received, let them not be placed where their peculations, uy
inflaming the passions of savages, will endanger the lives of innocent women and children.
It is susceptible of the clearest proof that the present hostilities of our western Indians were
precipitated if not caused by-the mal-practices of government officers. The cause of the war
declared by the Brule Sioux was the result of a wanton and unprovoked attack upon them by
the instrumentality of the old agent of this tribe. At the very time of this attack their camp
was on the hill above Cottonwood, and they held unrestrained intercourse with the garrison
there until some time after the attack upon them near here by the United States troops. I
know that any sentiment that does not throw the entire blame upon the Indian is extremely
unpopular here; but as I am not a newly imported man from the east, my convictions
are the results of long years of experience and personal observation; therefore are they
held with the greater tenacity by me, and I think that they are likewise entitled from these
considerations to the greater weight. Hoping that some scheme may be evolved that will
secure the much·desired results of enlightening and civilizing these tribes and secure the
permanent tranquillity of the frontier settlements, and that these results may be speedily
attained, I have the honor to be, your oLedient servant,
JNO. B. MAXFIELD,
Jfissionary to Pawnr:es.
Hon. J. R. DooLITrLE, Chairman, 8rc.

Reply of John G. Pratt, United States Indian agent.
0YFICE OF

U. S. AGENCY FOR THE DELAWARE INDIANS,
Leavenworth City, Kansas, September 15, 1865.
SIR : The following is respectfully submitted to you, in answer to the circular addressed
to Indian agents and others under date of May 10, 1865, respecting the condition of Indian
tribes and their tre~tment by the civil and military authorities of the United States, and is
presented in the order in which such inquiry is made, to wit:
1. For the past thirty years, principally as a minister of the gospel among the Shawnee,
Wyandott, Delaware, Munsee, Pottawatomie, and Ottawa tribes of Indians in the State
of Kansas, but more recently as United States Indian agent for the Delaware tribe.
2. There has been no remarkable increase or decrease in the population of the respective
tribes, but the Indian blood, from intermarriage, has been lessened.; the Delaware tribe,
however, have increased in numbers some· three hundred.
3. Pneumonia and scrofula, from exposure an<l want of proper attention on their part.
4. To a very great extent ; remove them from contact with. the whites.
5. It is general among all Indians of full-blood ; syphilis and scrofula to a great extent.
THE
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6. General exposure during infancy, and a want of proper medical treatment of females
and offspring ; their gross and irregular mode of life; bad hab-its.
7. Remove them to new reservations.
8. It is more satisfactory to Indians to hold their lands in common, but to their interest
to hold them in severalty, thereby obviating the abandonment of personal effects consequent
upon removal from place to place over the reservation.
9. Upon recommendation of the United States Indian agent to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs of the persons capable of managing their affairs.
10. About one-fifth, mostly females; much, however, is done by compensated labor.
11. Has been very advantageous, so long as they can be kept from contact with their
associates; manual-labor schools, in all cases, best adapted for their mental as well as
physical improvement.
12. It has been attended with beneficial results in very many instances, especially among
the Ottawa Indians, and merits encouragement.
13. Under new treaty stipulations, by which they might have a territorial form of government, simplified as much as possible, every nation retaining its nationality and contro]ed by regulations of their own adoption, as will best subserve the interest of their
respective tribes.
14:. Should not be discontinued; if they make bad use of money, they do so with any
other article that could be supplied.
15. About forty per cent. in money under the order system.
16. About sixty per cent.
17. Unable to determine.
18. Very little, as they would squander it at some future time; it should be understood
that not all of them make such improper use of annuities; there are fair exceptions in every
tribe.
19. It enables the trader to secure his money at the semi-annual payments, and their
families can procure supplies through the season, as is necessary for a support, when they
could not obtain such articles from merchants without money.
20. The management and conduct of Indian affairs are of sufficient magnitude and importance to constitute that office, more independent of the Department of War and Interior
than has heretofore been the case.
21. Treaty.
22. The number is quite considerable; the suggestion is good; chief difficulty would be
in obtaining consent of relatives.
23. Indicated above. See 20.
I am, very respectfully,
JOHN G. PRATT,

United States Indian Agent.
Ron. J. R. DooLITTLE,

Racine, Wisconsin.

Reply of Mahlon Stubbs, superintendent of manual-labor school.
FRIENDS' KANSAS MANUAL-LABOR MISSION SCHOOL,
7th Month 25, 1865.
FRIEND J. R., DooLITTLE: I received thy circular of 5th month lOth, in due time, and
will endeavor to answer the questions therein propounded to the best of my ability.
1st answer. I have been among the Kaw or Kansas Indians two years and four months, and
have been acting as superintendent of a manual-labor school for said tribe. I have had
some acquaintance with Pottawatomies, Osages, Otoes, Kickapoos, Kiowas, and have visited
Delawares and Shawnees, but the Kaws are all I shall attempt to speak for from actual
knowledge, except in regard to schools.
2d answer. They are decreasing from several causes: over indulgence in their animal
propensities, exposure, into~icating liquors, irregular and filthy habits, &c.
3d answer. 'l'be diseases most common are pneumonia, scrofula, consumption, liver
complaints, chills and fevers, &c., &c., from causes stated in 2d answer.
4th answer. Intoxication prevails at times to an alarming extent. The most practical
regulation I can suggest to mitigate tl;w evil is for the Indian department to authorize
each agent to erect a small ..substantial jail, invest said agent with power to arrest all Indians found intoxicated, and confine them until they will inform where and of whom they
obtained the liquor, and the evidence so obtained shall be a sufficient warrant for the
arrest and trial of said offender; if found guilty, fi,ned just enough to pay all costs; and for
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the punishment, be confined in said jail for such length of time as the Indian department
may determine; and that there be a shrewd detective officer appointed (one will answer
for two or three tribes) to search out and detect such offenders. My reasons for such summary punishment are, that most, if not all, the Indian troubles are caused by this nefarious
traffic. The government, and those wishing and working for the g:ood of the Indians, may
spend thousands of money and years of privation and toil, while some unprincipled wretch,
for a few paltry dollars, will undo, and, if possible, sink them lower in degradation and
misery; and the fining process, among these Indians at least, amounts to a mere farce.
5th answer. On this subject I cannot speak positively, but believe it prevails to an injurious extent, from the fact that they marry the girls quite young, as young as nine years,
and their children are puny and scrofulous, and numbers of them die in infancy.
6th answer. I believe the foregoing are the main causes of decay among thein; and the
remedy I would suggest is, in making treaties, have one article stipulating that each man
shall have but one wife, and she shall be of marriageable size, and that they shall keep as
many children in school as their funds will educate-an equal number of males and females;
the agent to have power to enforce this rule. I believe that all Indians should be treated
by the government as a judicious parent treat:; his own children.
7th answer. If Indians are to be civilized, (which they will have to be, or become extinct,)
it will not be done so speedily when they are separated from the whites, as it will be to
allow them to mingle with respectable white people. In my opinion it will be decidedly
preferable to maintain them on small reservations, (all reservations, as far as I know, are
too large,) say one square mile to one hundred Indians is amply sufficient; sell the balance,
and assist them in improving their homes so they can maintain themselves.
8th answer. Their lands should be held in severalty.
9th answer. Not confer the power of alienation until they are citizenized.
lOth answer. Most of this tribe give some attention to agriculture, both full- bloods, halfbreeds, males, and females. The half-breeds raise cattle and horses, full-bloods none, except ponies.
11th answer. The effect of schools has been good, and I would recommend manual-labor
schools exclusively, as all male Indians are more or less averse to labor.
12th answer. The effect has been good so far as my observation extends, and I would
recommend it in connexion with manual-labor schools.
13th answer. As to this I cannot speak advisedly, except I disapprove of concentrating
Indians in any special territory; give them small reservations, with the understa1;1ding they
are to provide for themselves.
14th answer. Money annuities should by all means be discontinued aE: soon as practicable.
Unprincipled white men would not desire to settle in and around reservations if it was not
for the Indian's money; and perhaps a large portion of the American people would make
little effort to be self-supporting, if they had an indulgent parent or government to lean
upon for the necessaries and luxnries of life.
15th answer. They get the full amount in goods, but at large per cent. The trader having to wait one year ch11rges Ruch high per cent. they do Bot get near the amount they
would if the goods were bought and delivered by a trusty agent.
16th answer. The trader gets nine-tenths.
17tbn aswer. Very little that is obtained by other means.
18th answer. In regard to this, I would suggest that there be an honorable and responsible agent employed, to give bond and security for the faithful performance of his duty, at
a stipulated salary ; to take their funds and lay it out for such goods as are really useful
and necessary, (not for beads, paints, ear-bobs, &c., this surely should be prohibited,) and
let the Indians have the goods at cost, or, if thought best, let the department specify such
per cent. as will pay his salary, but not allow him to trade on his own account. And here
the detective officer might be of advantage. In this way they might get their dues, which
they cannot under the present system.
19th answer. I believe this system is better than for them to have the money paid them,
but not as just as the plan proposed in 18th answer, owing to the high per cent.
20th answer. By all means, under the department of the Interior. My reasons are, that
soldiers have a bad influence over Indians when they come in contact with them. I fully
believe they furnish them liquor, and learn them to play cards, swe,u, and other vices .
21st answer. I think it better to do so by treaty with the tribes; if they have strict justice done them there will seldom be any need of using force. The motto in dealing with
Indians should be justice and firmness.
·
22d answer. Near one-half the children in this tribe are orphans-that is, one or the
other of the parents is deceased. They could not be taken from them only to a limited
extent except by force.
23d answer. I wish to state, in conclusion, that one great improvement in the management of Indian aft~1.irs, both morally and financially, would be to intrust Indian agencies
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to none but honest, temperate, and reliable men, and then not remove them except for suffi.
cient cause shown, and not merely at the suggestion of some member of Congress. And
here again the detective officer would be valuable.
I am aware this is very imperfect, but my deep interest in the welfare of the government
and Indians must be my excuse.
Respectfully,
MARLON STUBBS,
Superintendent, S(c.

Rplies to circular letter of Hon. J. R. DoolittM, chairman of the Indian committee, of 16th llfay, 1865.
1. .Agent for the Iowa and Sac and Foxes of Missouri Indians since .April 15, 1861.
2. The births are about equal to the deaths.
3. Scrofula and consumption.
4. Intemperance prevails to a great extent. Have tried almost everything I could think
of to prevent it. Have succeeded better by prevailing on the Indians to pass a law that no
spirituous liquor should be brought on the reservation, and to appoint ten of their braves
as a police to enforce the law, and to give each one found drunk ten lashes for the first
offence, and twenty for the next.
5 and 6 Prostitution prevails to a great extent, and the disease consequent upon it.
·were it not for this and whiskey, these tribes would increase about ten per cent. per annum.
7. Maintain the Indians on small reservation and resist encroachments.
·
8 and 9. I consider it best to hold their lands in severalty. And to those who are far
enough advanced in civilization to manage their own affairs, confer the power of alienation, and divide their portion of all annuity due the tribe, on condition that they or their
children never be permitted to settle on any reservation, or in any way share the benefit
of a treaty with any tribe.
·
10. All the male portion of the Iowas give attention to agriculture, the women doing
but a small portion of the outdoor labor. About one-eighth raise stock. About onf:-third
of the outdoor labor of the Sac and Foxes of Missouri is perforned by the men, the women
doing the majority of the labor. They raise but little stock, except ponies.
11. The Iowas have had a school for about six years. It has been a great benefit to them
in learning our language, but cannot be considered au entire success.
12. The mission near Highland, Kansas, has been a great advantage to the Iowas, and
laid the groundwork of their civilization. I cannot see but little if any benefit they have
been to the Sac and Foxes of Missouri.
13. Should the partially civilized Indians be moved to the Indian territory, in all cases
would recommend new treaty, and that they be permitted to send an Indian as a delegate to Congress.
14, 15, 16, and 17. Under the present system about one-half of their annuities is paid in
money ; . about one-half of this amount goes into the bands of the Indians, and the balance to the trader. A few will spend all the money they receive for whiskey and gambling, while t.he majority make the proper use of it. The balance of the annuity due
them is expended for agriculture, &c., &c.
18. The best mode to secure to those who squander their money is to furnish them with
useful and beneficial articles.
19. Have no experience with the order system; believe it would be an advantage here,
as those who are disposed to squander their money would receive beneficial articles for it.
20. Cannot see any reason why there should be a change.
21. In setting apart reservations, would do so by treaty.
22. About one-twelfth part of the children are orphans. They are always taken care of
by their relatives or friends. Think it advisable to place orphans in a Ohristic:tn family.

Reply of Antonio Jo.•e Martinez.
TAos, NEw MExico, July 26, 1865.
Sr.R: The pamphlet made in Racine, Wisconsin, dated May lOth of the present year, and
received at Taos on July the 11th, was sent to me for the purpose of answering the list of
questions contained therein on the subject of Indian affairs. 'lhese inquiries number 23,
and I proceed to submit the required information, to the best of my knowledge and belief,
as follows:
To the first question, upon what I know relating to the Indians, and in what manner
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they are treated, I have to state, that from the first year of this century, since I was nine
years old, I have remarked that the Navajoes, who inhabit the villages west of New
Mexico, situated on the Rio Abajo, sometimes were at peace and at other times at war. ·
'l'hey always observed this alternative, though the first periods were longer, say from four
to five years, but seldom more than the seconrl, which were from two, three, and even five
years.
Then New Mexico was under the authority of the Spanish government, which maintained one hundred soldiers of the line, with their respective officers, in the city of Santa
Fe, the capital. The governor was always the colonel, being the first officer of the troops
sent from the State of Chihuahua and others, but never from New Mexico, though the
soldiers and officers were from here, and when Mexico became independent of Spain, sometimes the highest officer was governor; sometimes, also, a native citizen of the country
would hold the superintendence of Indian affairs when the soldiers took the field in times
of war. By the orders of the governor, the inhabitants weTe drafted, in order to place the
army on a good footing so as to enforce respect, even to conquering the Indians, and thus
obtain peace ; so it occurred with the Navajoes. The men who were to make the campaign amounterl from five to six hundred, perhaps one thousand. As said above, only a
small numb er of the soldiers went; tl1e largest number stopped in the pasture lands to
protect th e cattle that remained, and thus maintained themselves during the summer ttnd
winter without need of buying any provisions. As for the rest of them, until they had
completed the number, they made a requisition on the inhabitants in the vicinity in certain proportions. Some furnished provisions at their own expense ; others offered riding
animals, tents, equipments, subsistence for themselves, arms, powder, shot, and arrows as
well as bows ; and when they were assembled to start on their enterprise they were all
passed in review; those who were not mounted were made to purchase their equipments
and ammunition, and though the government forces took a great quantity with them,
none was distributed until what the others carried was entirely exhausted, and for this were
exempt from contributions. When the Mexican government resolved upon levying some
taxes on New Mexico, an insurrection was progressing in the passes and in other points
north, during which a man ca1led Perez was killed, with other employes. Perez was governor in 11337. Another war took place in 1838, in which the insurgents were promptly
defeated.
Towards the west of the Territory lies the land inhabited by the Yutas; opposite Santa
Fe, Abiquiu and other populations, even to that of the Conejos, which are further north.
The former leave and take their nomadic dwellings in different localities in search of game,
upon which they live, though this has decreased a great deal. The Yuta nation own but
few miles of tenitory; the exact number is not ascertained-certainly less than the Navajoes,
who po~sibly own as many as twenty miles, since they form the most numerous nation
contiguous to the lands weet of the lower villages inhabited by the Yutas, as said above.
The Yutas, since I have acquired the use of reason, were always at pear.e with New
Mexico ; notwithstanding which they stole and killed some cattle, such as cows and ewes,
whenever theE e happened to be grazing in t.he pasture lands. Sometimes these Indians
would camp at certain periods near. the villages and farms, assaulting the shepherds, stealing corn, and committing other depredations; they would also reside near the country-seats
for the same purpose, as it bas happened, but in the meanwhiiH always at peace, and when
accused of the above would say for their defence that the children had done it, yet they
would pay whenever the theft was well proven against them. But after the year 1843, I
am not certc~in which, some chiefs arrived at the city of Santa Fe to hold an interview
with the governor, whose name was Martinez, from the State of Chihuahua, behaving insolently towards him ; the troops fired and killed one of them. This, to my knowledge, was
the first insurrection of the Yutas; but after this there· was another one in New Mexico
against the United States government. At tl:at time, also, there was a revolt of the Apaches,
called Jicarillas, who always lived between the villages and the intermediate mountains,
working and selling earthen wares to our people. They tt espassed upon the lands of the
Yutas, in the eastern part of t.he Territory, in search of buffaloes and other game, although
they had some in great quantity in their own section of the country. But in this insurrection they were severely punished, and soon after they concluded a peace with the Yutas,
which exists to the present day.
The north of the Territory is occupied by the multitude of Caignas, Ases-;, Cuampes, and
other tribes of Indians, nearly touching the Comanches, who inhabit t • east of New
Mexico, and near the Apaches, who are called Colloteros, and of various other tribes living
south.
The Caiguas and the Indians from the north never were at war with New Mexico, but
only with travellers, who at different times were badly robbed of their droves of horses,
and some of them were killed, but in these excursions they regularly disguised themselves
to prevent detection ; stiil, when they were in their cabins, they would always receive well
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those who came to trade with them. The Comanches in the olden times and previous to
this century were at war, but since they met with a severe dh;aster, where a great many of
them were killed in a campaign, they abandoned the idea of fighting again~t New Mexico
until that which occurred the year before, but since they were always faithful in keeping
peace with us; still if they made raids in the States of Mexico to steal and to wage war,
they were not robbers like the Apaches, the Yutas, and others from the north, as it happened, and has been said before. Yet the southern Apaches were generally at war with
New Msxico, and with few intervals of peace. Concerning the present state of things I
do not know bow they are; at different times they made several raids and treaties of peace,
but never kept their promises.
The Spanish government had appropriated certain sums of money to be used in giving
clothing and ornaments only to the peaceful Indians; not to all, but to the chiefs and other
important persons who came with them to ratify the treaty of peace. This appropriation
was called a fund or alloyed treasure. The above relates to the first question.
To the second inquiry, upon the increase or decrease of the Indians, I have to say that
they diminish more than they increase ; the cause is owing to the fact of their being always
at war with each other-the Yutas constantly against the nations of the north, and also
with the Comanches, against whom they made already several campaigns. The two latter
retaliated on them by passing across their lands or pursuing them when bunting the buff,tlo.
These frequent skirmi::;hes always caused. the death of a great number on both sides, alternately victorious, carrying the children and some of the females captive, selling some in
New Mexico, killing others, and ill-treating the rest so much that many of them died.
rrhe Apaches Jicarillas and those from the south always were at war with the Comanches :
this, with our own troubles with them, appears to be the cause of their decreasing so much
instead of remaining in a state of equal proportion.
I will now proceed to answer the thir~ question, relating to the diseases the most common and the most fatal among the Indians. I am of opinion that hunger , of which they
• often suffer since the produce of the chase and profits of robberies are growing less, added
also to the delays in travelling, which retards the supplies of provisions sent from New
Mexico, exposure to the severe winters, their insufficient and movable babitfLtious, badly
constructed and unfit to resist the rigorous cold, and other disadvantages, tend greatly to
cau::;e sickne~s and death among them. When the measles and small-pox first appeared
the mortality was immense, and though those that were seized by these diseases were
abandoned, and a great many fled to avoid the contagion, the loss among the Indians was
excessive. This, I think, will give an adequate idea and the cause of their decreasing so
much.
To the fourth, fifth, and sixth inquiries, on the extent of their relations with each
other; on the intemperance, and what practical regulation could be enforced to preven.t
the prevailing prostitution and the diEeases arising therefrom; the cause of their decadence, and what are the remedies, practicable or othe1·wise, if there are any, I am of
opinion that the result of the preceding remarks will answer these questions . I suppose
that the humors or fluid of the Indians, according to their quantity, and the flesh an(l
blood being stronger than those of others of the human race, must render them more susceptible to the corruption engendered by diseases ; brought upon them also by excesses in
vices of physical abuse, thus breaking the laws of nature, who punishes her violators.
The drinking of spirituous liquors, which is used lately by the Indians, proves very injurious
to their health, and causes a great many diseases. I think that the remedy would be to
induce them to temperance, to live in healthy and permanent places, to build good hou:>es,
till the land, plant corn, raise cattle, and adapt themselves to other industries; and now
and then the men will go hunting, using the game for food, and tbe skins to make shoesalways owning a place to live in with their families; prohibit the sale of ardent spirits,
encourage them to peace and good will towards other nations with which they were at
war; give them the idea that there is a God, Author, Creator, and Preserver of us all, and
whom we acknowledge, worship, and thank; who desires that all men be in good relations
with each other, and to whom He has given the ideas of the immortality of the soul, of the
end of all earthly joys after our life, and the punishment of wicked deeds, by Him, the Supreme Judge of all.
To the seventh question, upon the police (policy?) of the populations for the Indians; to
the eighth, upon whether their lands were preserved in common or separately ; and to the
ninth, relatin to the faculty or privilege granted to them of transferring their original
properties, I am inclined to suggest that the Indian populations ought to be kept in the
fields or localities far from the villages of the whites, in places adapted for corn-growing,
sufficiently provided with water for irrigation and timber; but not all in one locality, but
in several others suitable and convenient to their means and capacities of cultivating them.
Some villagers accquainted with the lands, and the way these are disposed by the Indians,
have informed me that the properties are kept in commou, so as to prevent some families
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from rmmng themselves, by transferring them to others, and thus be left in poverty to
wander and b rob. I would propose that they should be allowed to come to the villages
of the white only to traffic under certain legal measures - not to mess together as heretofore, as this is the cause of their planning thefts, promoting rebellion and other injurious
projects, prompted by revenge to rise in arms.
In regard to the tenth question, upon the agricultural re~ervat.ions, and the raising of
cattle, I believe, as said in the previous answer, that, for the purpose of cultivating lands,
H requirt'S intelligent persons to till and render the soil productive, so as to Jerive the
benefits resulting therefrom, and to produce and gather such grains as are sown here in
New Mexico. Then, after two or three years at the most, of their own accord they will
aoapt th emselves to that change of lHe, and will feel a pleasure and intere:St in workingseeing the advantages of being maintained in abundance. As to · raising cattle, it is the
easiest. There are already some who are tending flocks of ewes, goats, cows, and horses,
principally those from the Navajo tribe, which :ts acknowledged among the others as the
most industrious, and set as an example to the rest of them.
As to the eleventh question, relating to schools, and what system of education could be
recommended for them, I think there are none of any kind. The teaching of agriculture
the building of dwellings, carpentry and smithery, the weaving of cloth and wool for cloaks
and other parts of dress, all of which being the most necessary to the community, ought
to be taught at first, enabling the Indians to li.ve quietly in good order, and thus apply
themselves to these different pursuits
Concerning the twelfth question, upon the Christian missions among them, there has "
been no others since the old ones. vVhen the Spaniards conquered New Mexico, they
brought Franciscan missionaries, · at the same time with civilization. The cui tivation of
lands, the building of houses, were the means with which the Indians expressed the1r gratitude to the government and to the Christian religfon, and to the white populations among
which they lived.
This means would have b een a great deal more advantageous to the wild tribes than
what is expected now from them ; to begin first by the measures suggested in the resolutions on the fourth, fifth, and sixth qnestions, although the principles did have the desired effect relatively to spirituality, it will succeed in time, and the good results in promoting the temporal affuirs, which are the primary objects of the government, will be
realized
Heferring to the thirteenth question, upon which an opinion is requested-how are
the Indians to be governed after peace is concluded in the Territory ?-I think that until
the additions to the stipulations are contracted, it will be proper to give them special
laws in view of the present circumstances, and other means sufficient to operate in the experiment, until the governor can certify that the Indians are completely civilized. Schools
and other industries will enable them to know the laws and the most important means to
preserve public order; then it will be possible to impose upon them a territorial government, and g ive th em the right of electing their officers.
On the fourteenth question, relating to annuities, I am of the opinion that sufficient
ones have been appropriated to provide them with farming implements, tools for building,
s1.laries of overseers, who direct them in their different labors, enough to furnish them with
seeds for planting, but none for provisions or clothing ; for this they had to rely upon the
animals killed in hunting and the produce of corn-fields. In the mean time they can obtain
the rest by their work and industries.
The fifteenth question, upon the actual proportion of Indians. I do not t:nderstand the
meaning of this inquiry, but the tenth questior.. states in what proportion the trader receives the goods and supplies; yet I have to say that those who go among them to tmde
bring with them maize, bread, and other articles of food, cloaks and cloth, receiving, in
exchange, hides, cattle, and other chattels they may have-as these Indians cannot be
trusted-first giving a small present without charge, before beginning the l.Jargain or purchase. It cannot be ascertained in advance what quantity will be sold, but a great many
loads are sent there at a venture.
In regard to the seventeenth question, concerning the dissipation of the Indians, such as
drunkenness and gambling, prompted by the use of alcoholic liquors, which they drink in
great quantity, buying them at exorbitant price, and for this reason ought to be forbidden,
under some severe penalities on the villagers who bring them. Concerning gambling, I
cannot say that they do it to any extent; I have heard that they often bet in the horse
and foot races, but I am not acquainted with their other games.
The eighteenth question, relating to the payment in supply, silver or clothing 1 which
is made: I know that the Indians of New Mexico cannot be t r usted , all sales being on the
cash principle ; and if the traders make any other arrangements with those who own habitations around the Indian mncheros, I know nothing.
Nineteenth EJ.uestion. In answer to the sixteenth inquiry , I have said what I knew of
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the practice and system with which the villages of these populations were regulated in
New Mexico.
'l'o the twentieth question, as to where the Commif'sion on Indian Affairs ought to be
located, whether in the War or Interior Department. I think it ought to be in the former,
owing to their good informations in matters relating to the Tndian insurrections, treaties
of peace, and everything pertaining to them, besides being more connected and in accordance with the labors of the War Department.
To the twenty-first quest.ion, on the arrangement of tlie separate reservations, either by
treaties with the Indians, by laws or regulations enforced by arms, I think that at tbe
beginning it ought not to be with all the tribes at once, but one after the other, negotiating
with the chiefs whose authorities they acknowledge, or through such other indivirluals who
consider themselves as principals ; then give them to understand that already the buffalo
cannot support all the nations; that this principal resource, with all the different species of
game and poultry which formerly were their means of subsistence, are disappearing very
fast; that the idea of war by a nation with another, that living upon pillage and rohbery,
are all wrong, and in time will bring them to complete ruin and destruction. That they
ought to acknowledge all men as brothers-sons of a common Father, who is God, Creator,
Author and Preserver of all existence.
Concerning the twenty· second question, upon the education of the Indian orphans, and
those although not orphans: I think it would be proper and convenient to place them in the
families of the whites, obliging them to go to school to learn English or Spanish, and thus
·obtain the faculty to read, write, and be acquainted with other branches of education-receiving instructions in manners, morals, religion, and other acquirements of civilization,
and in time they will be able to serve their own nations, by enlightening with the knowledge received as above.
To conclude, I answer the twenty-third and last question, on which I give the following
opinion:
•
1st. The part of the tribe of the Navajoes, which is at war, is more numerous than that
which residtes in the Bosque Redondo as a reserve. This war is the cause of a great many
robberies, murders, and injuries to the inhabitants of New Mexico. Many of them who
fled from the reserve brought arms, powder, shot, and a quantity of other things, as well
as a great numb~r of cattle stolen in their flight. I am of opinion to bold and keep the
Navajo reserve as an example to the others, and subsequently the reservations of other
tribes which cannot support themselves, except at the cost or expense of the government,
only in the manner and with the economy as suggested by me in the 7th, 8th, 9th, lOth,
and 14th answers, which contain various and important details; if these cannot be acted
upon, the necessity of the case will require the force of arms, since without civilization
they cannot be maintained.
2d. 'l'he Indians must be impressed with the fact that the help given to them in the
shape of food and raiment, as well as other things, is not in fear of them, as they suppose,
but because our government has pity for their poverty and precarious life, relying upon
the chase, pill<~ge, and war against each other, or against civilized nations, for their
subsistence.
3d. That the employes appointed for the work of establishing Indian populations must
be honest, intelligent, and worthy of their position, regardleiSS of political parties, differing
from those who intend to defraud and not fulfil the duties of their office.
4th. That there is an idea that the Indians captive and bought from their fathers, similar to the Yutas, who sell their sons and daughters in exchange for horses and other objects, are held as slaves. No, they are servants, and are well treated; if they marry, th•·y
are free to live in their master's house and pass their life as they please, the same as with
the ~ons of Tndians, who, if not married when attaining their majority, become free after
their marriage.
The above is in answer to all the questions you have put to me.
I am, with much respect, your obedient servant,
ANTONIO JOSE MARTINEZ.
Bon. J. R. DooLITTLE,
Chairman of the Committee on Indian .4ffairs.

PITHOLE CITY, Plli'i'NSYLVANIA,
September, 1865.
SENA'FOR: Your letter of the 7tb of July, written from Santa Fe, N'ew Mexico, was received some weeks ago. I have delayed answering until I could refresh my memory by
an examination of such papers as I could find at my home in Wisconsin. You ask for a
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concise statement of the facts in regard t0 "the breaking out of hostilities with the N avajo Indians, while I was in command of Fort Defiance, the circumstances preceding it,
the killing of my negro servant,'' &c., which has been the subject of an inquiry.
I took command of Fort Defiance in the latter part of November, 1857. Perfectly peaceful relations existed with the Indians, who were in the habit of visiting the post daily.
By treaty and general understanding tb_ere were four distinct places given to the fort as
grass or hay lands-Los Trigos; Ewell's camp, upper and lower ; Amarillo, and the cafion
adjoining the fort. In the summer of 1857, before my assuming command, the force at
the post was reduced, by withdrawing all the companies but one, for an expedition against
the Indians on the Gila. The Navajoes, taking advantage of this, and on the plea of an
unusual dry season, put their animals on these grass or bay grounds, and used all the grass,
save on the grounds in the immediate vicinity of the garrison. A small force was sent ont
to drive them off, but the command was largely outnumbered, and it required m~Jcb discretion on the part of the officer in command to avoid a repetition of the affair at Fort Kearney the year before, known as th.e "Grattan affair." A large force was sent to the post
as soon as it could be got there, to punish the Indians; but when they arrived it was
found that all the grass was gone, and the officer in command, Colonel Loring, had a kind
of talk or councii with the Indians, in which their offence was overlooked, and they again
renewed their promises to respect our rights to the hay. Thus I found things. In the
spring of 1858 parties were occasionally sent out to look after the meadow lands ; one of
these parties, consisting of only two men, was sent in May to Ewell's Camp, found a quantity of stock on the meadow, which they drove off; but the Indians, being in large numbers
there, drove the animals back again, and one of them, 1\IIanuelito, recognized as head man
of the nation, came into the garrison with the two m en, who reported what had occurred.
On questionin-g Manuelito, he acknowledged he had put the animals on the meadow,
claimed the meadows were his, and that he iu tended to keep them there-he became, in
fact, perfectly defiant. He was notified that force would be sent to kill everything found
depredating. That night, or the next, a force was sent out under Captain 1\IIcL·me, since
killed, who found a number of horned cattle on the ground, that were tired upon and
killed. I regretted to learn that cattle instead of 'horses were fuund and had been destroyed, as I bad tried to encourage the Indians to engage in raising ca.ttle in place of
horses. For some days the Indians were very shy about coming into the garrison, wl- en
Zarcellos Largos, one of their most influential and crafty men, came to make inquiries
about the cattle. 'l'he matter was explained to him, and he said if we were satisfied the
Indians were, and they resumed their usual visits to the garrison, and respected faithfully our meadows. Now, an effort was made to connect this affair with the killing of the
neg ro boy, entirely by persons remote from the garrison. I think, and I believe it was
th e opinion of every body at the garrison, there was not a particle of connexion in the two
affairs; certainly the Indians themselves never intimated any such thing. The cattle were
killed in last part of May or fore part of June; the servant was shot about the 12th of
July. One morning an Indian came into the garrison and offered a blanket for sale. It
was rememb ered afterwards that he seemed to hang around the bake-houses and other
places that soldiers would be like to resort to singly. He finally sold his blanket to a camp
woman, whose quarters were not far from my own, between my quarters and the well at
which we got our water. As the Indian got on his horse, the servant happened to come
aloug, and as be pass'ed, the Indian drew out his bow and arrow, shooting the boy in the
back, between the shoulders, mortally wounding him . He died in three days after. The
Indian put spurs to his horse, and got away before any alarm could be given.
These facts were communicated to the headmen of the different bands as soon as po8sible,
and a demand made for the surrender of the murderer. It is proper to say that the serV<•nt died with the assertion that he bad never seen or spoken to the Indian before, and
that he had not said a word, nor done any manner of act to give cause of offence. In fact,
the murder was most wilful and causeless. The Indians said-and there never appeared
to be any reason to doubt the story-that this Indian had been at a dance the night before,
and had a quarrel with his wife ; that he left the dance, and set out to appease his offended
feelings and pride by killing the first "outsider" he would meet. The Indians asserted
this was a customary way of acting under such circumstances. The same reason was assign ed on two former occurrences of the same kind, at the same post, on one of which occasions they gave up the murderer, who was executed. When a demand was made for the
surrender of the murderer of the sm;vant, the chiefs said such was not their custom ; they
were referred to the case above alluded to; they said that was a poor man without friends,
but they would not give up any more. 'I'hey were willing to compromise, as they were in
the habit of doing with Mexicans and Pueblo Indians, by paying any agreed upon amount in
horses and sheep. 'I'his plan was not listened to for a moment. The delivery of the
murderer or war was the alternative offered. The Indians then contended that the murderer had fled beyond the limits of the nation. 'I'hcy pretended they would send for him,
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and began to ask for time, &c. Everything was done that was possible to bring them to
a sense of the enormity of the crime . They finally brought in word they were after and
in close pursuit of the murderer, and would bring him in, dead or alive; and sure enough
the next day they brought in the body of a man that they had killed, which on examination proved to be that of one of their captives-in reality a Mexican ; when this was made
known to them, they admitted the fact, and said they had done all they could or would
do. Before this, however, I was superseded in command by the late Colonel Miles, who
conducted the campaign to its close.
Very respectfully,
W. T. H. BROOK.
Hon. J. R. DooLITI'LE,
United States Senator, Racine, Wisconsin.

SUB-REPORT OF MR. HIGBY.
Mr. CHAIRMAN: I herewith submit to the committee the information I gathered during
. the months of July, August, and September last. In accordance with the plan of the committee, dividing up the labor among it:> several members, I arrived in California the last of
June, and in a few days after my arrival, in company with Mr. Maltby, the superintendent
of Indian ·affairs for the State, I left Sa.n Francisco to visit the different Indian reservations, and by the last of August had been upon all the reservations in the State, and during the tour I made such observations and obtained such facts as time and circumstances
would allow.
At Crescent City, in the northern part of the State, I parted with Mr. Maltby. He returned to ::3an Francisco, re-visiting the Hoopa Valley reservation on his return, to re-appraise
with the agent there and the United States surveyor the property of the settlers in that
valley, that, with their approval, the government might purchase it for reservation purposes. I continued IllY journey north to the city of Portland, in the State of Oregon, for the
purpose of meeting and conferring with Senator Net>mith, with whose labors mine were intimately associated on the Pacific coast; but I found, on my arrival in Portland, he had left
for the eastern part of his State and the Territory of Idaho to examine into the condition
of re-;ervations there. I had yet to go into the State of Nevada, before returning to the city
of Washington; so I did not remain in Portland, but went by first steil.mer to San FranciEtco. From San Francisco, by steamer, railroad, stage and riding horseback, I made my
way to l1'ort Churchill, in the State of Nevada. This is a central point midway between
the only two reservations in the 8tate. Here I found some of our volunteers stationed,
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel A. E. Hooker, who kindly off'::!red his services to
aid me in my labors. He sent men to each of the two reservations, distant from five to
Feven hours' ride, to notify agents and Indians to come to the fort and confer with me.
The soldier sent out to the northern reservation reported on his return that he c.:mld not
find the agent nor any prominent Indian. All he could learn of the agent was, that he
left the reservation some weeks before, and had not been seen upon it since. From the
Southern or Walker River reservation, the agent, Franklin Campbell, placed there temporarily by the superintendent, and auout twenty Indians came to the fort. The information obtained there, and at Carson City, and herewith submitted, shows but little advance
made in Indian affairs in the State of Nevada as yet. The statement of Mr. Warren Wassen,
who kindly offered any aid he could give, was taken at Carson City, on my return from
Fort Churchill. 'fhe superintendent of Indian affairs for the State, Mr. Lockhart, was
absent in the city of Washington, as I was informed. I did not see him, and have no doubt
the information was correct.
Large sums of money have been appropriated by the government during the last ten or
more years, to be expended in the State of California for the purpose of buying the friendship of the Indians and to better their condition. I regret much that such liberal appropriations do not exhibit more fruit and a much better condition of things. The benevolence
of the government bas far exceeded its beneficence While the government has been liberal
in its appropriations, it has not properly guarded the avenues by which these appropriations must go in order to reach the Indians, nm· sufficiently provided for their impartial
distribution.
While I am clear in the opinion that there should be some changes in the system of conducting our Indian affairs, and in which changes, I have no doubt, all the members of the
committee will agree, it gives me pleasure to be able to ~peak favorably of the administration of Indian affairs in the State of California at the present time. Mr. Maltby, the
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superintendent, is a man of strict integrity, is very attentive to his business, and exhibits
great interest in the welfare and improvement of the Indians. Whatever he receives from
the government for the use and benefit of the Indians he will faithfully disburse among
them . The agents are careful, considerate men, and appear to have the confidence of the
Indians. While the Indians complained of the articles they received from government,
on account of their very poor quality, they had no complaints to make against the agents.
Mr. Franklin Campbell, the acting agent on the Walker River reservation, in Nevada, of
whom I have made mention already, was highly spoken of by all, both white men and
Indians. I believe be has since been duly appointed agent of that reservation. I saw no
one else in Nevada connected with the Indian department except Mr. PaTker, at Carson
City, who had jpst been appointed superintendent of the State, but had not yet entered
upon the duties of his office. I am not informed beyond the statements herewith submitted
what should be done in that State in rt·ference to Indian affairs.
There are now in the State of California four reservations. 'rhe government is paying
rent for Tule RiveT farm, used for Indian reservation, and also for lands on which Indians
are kept at Smith river, called the Smith River reservation; the latter is the most northern
in the State, and the former is the most southern. Nome Cult or Round Valley reservation
is central in its location in comparison with the others, and at present furnishes facilities
for sustaining more Indians with less expense than any other reservation in the State. The
government has there several thousand acres of land free of rent charge. There have been
some intrusions by way of locations of claims that will doubtless be disposed of without
much trouble. This valley is singular in its formation ; it is about six miles in length by
about four miles in width, and is surrounded by a mountain barrier twenty to thirty miles
in extent, and has but a narrow outlet for drainage. The -valley is estimated to contaiiJ.
from fourteen to sixteen thousand acres, the larger part of which is fine agricultural land.
Under proper culture the valley is capable of sustaining several thousand Indians. I am
inclined to the opinion that the government should have the entire control of the whole
valley, and that it should be used entirely for reservation purposes; this would require the
removal of several settlers now occupying portions of the valley, but by what tenure they
hold the lands I am not able to say, or whether they have any title other tban possesdon.
The statements I obtained at the reservation ~ave but little light upon the subject.
Mendocino station is treated as a part of the N orne Cult reservation, having only all employe there. The report of the superintendent shows that the Indians will soon be removed, if not already, to Round Valley, and the station be entirely abandoned. Hoopa
Valley reservation is yet in an unsettled condition. If the settlers in the valley accept
the appraisement recently made, of which I have spoken, the whole valley unencuml.Jered
will belong to the government. The necessity that called for this step is to be deplored .
It is quite inaccessible; is surrounded by high mountain barriers, and contains only about
fifteen hundred acres of land. 'l'be great merit in the movement in making the valley a
Teservation is to appease a band of several hundred Indians, whose home is in the valley
and mountains adjacent, and who have been very troublesome by their frequent depredations made upon the white settlements. If those Indians could have been removed to some
reservation already provided, it would have been far better, but it was contended that they
could not be successfully removed. Smith River reservation lies upon the coast in the extreme northern part of the State; it is within a few miles of Oregon line. Government pays
rent for the lands that make this reservation. The location is a very good one; it is eligible, and the land fertile. Reports herewith submitted explain the condition of things there
'very fully, together with the statements taken during my visit there. I think, however,
that very soon the government can provide for all the Indians in the State on three reservations-one in the north, one central, and one in the south. Tule River farm now used
as a reservation, with some lands adjacent, would make a good reservation. The lands are
fertile and the location eligible. I have no doubt, however, but there are other locations
equally as good in every respect.
Changes can easily be made, and the system of providing for and managing the Indians
greatly improved by the observance of good faith towards them. Mental, moral, and religious instruction would be a blessing to them, and appropriations now made and properly
expended by the government for this purpose, in my judgment, would be not only just to
them, but in time would be ,a saving financially to the government.

Statement taken at San Francisco, California, July 8, 1865.
STATE. OF CALIFORNIA,

County of San Jihmcisco:

H. F. W. Hoffman, being duly sworn, deposeth and says, that he is a resident of the city
of San Francisco, California, having resided there about t welve years, and in the State
fifteen years ; that he has been acting as clerk for the superintendent of Indian affails for
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nearly four years past-about three years under John P. H. Wentworth, one year under
Austin Wiley, and about two months under Charles Maltby; during which time John P.
H. Wentworth was superintendent of Indian affairs for the southern district of California,
and Geurge M. Hanson and Elijah Steele were superintendents for the northern districts of
California ; Messrs. Wentworth and Steele being legislated out of office by the consolidation of the departments during the thirty-eighth Congress, and Austin Wiley appointed as
superintendent for the whole State, and suusequently Charles Maltby, the present superintendent. During a portion of the time above specified there had been two reserves or
farms in the southern district, viz: the Tejon reserve, located in Los Angeles county, and
the Tule River farm, in Tnlare · county, the latter rented by the department. The Tejon
reserve was abandoned the latter part of the year 1863, the late Surveyor General E. F.
Beale claiming the same under a United States patent. The average number of Indians on
the TPjon reserve has been about nine hundred; sometimes as rnany as eighteen hundred
have been leI by the department. At Tule River the average has been about six hundred.
The office of the agency for the southern district has always been located at San Francisco, and· at the commencement of Mr. Hanson's administration he removed the office of
the northern district from Yuba City to the same place, to be again removed (when Elijah
Steele relieved Mr. Hanson) to Yreka, Siskiyou county. Previous to the consolidation of
the two departments the reserves, both north and south, were placed in cha1ge of supervisors, appointed by the respective superintendents, and the Indians in the southern district
received their subsistence either by purchase made through the superintendent or the crops
raised upon the reserves by their own labor, the Indians appearing always ready and willing
to work provided they could be assured that the fruits of that labor would be appropriated
only to their own use, having from experience heretofore frequently suffered by the dishonesty of agents in selling the crops raised upon the farms; at least such have been the
current 1eports, causing the removal of !'everal of the agents. The Indians living on these
reserves have always appeared contented and happy, apparently well satisfied with their
condition, during the cold and wet weather living in adobe housBs, constructed of mud,
and in the summer-time in brush and tule t ents, made from brush aod tule grass. No
trading posts have ever been allowed upon the reserves, all provisions and necessary articles
for carrying on the same being purchased abroad, either at San Francisco or the nearest
convenient town. The males have been taught to farm, while the females. have received
more or less instruction in sewing, who have rendered very efficient service in making up
garments for the men and children. These Indians are mostly mission Indians or their
descendants, many having received religions instruction from the padres connected with
the old missions. No schools have been established, or religious instruction ever been
imparted to these Indians at any time, to my knowledge, since the occupation of California
by our government, but they have always evinced a disposition to be peaceable and quiet.
In the northern district during the past four years there have been the following reservations, viz: the Nome Cult or Round Valley reservation, and the Mendocino reservation,
both situated in Mendocino county ; the Klamath reserve, in Klamath county, abandoned,
and the Indians removed to Smith river, in Del Norte county, now known as the Smith
River farm, and rented, and the Hoopa reservation; at present rented, but not yet accepted
by the department.
H. F. W. HOFFMAN.

Statements taken at Tule Farm Indian reservation, California, July Hand 15, 1865.
County of Tulare:
George L. Hoffman, being duly sworn, deposeth and says, that he resides upon the Tule
River farm, at Tule river, which farm is used as an Indian reserve; that he i~ employed
by the United States government upon the said farm as special agent, and has also been
acting as employe and supervisor in the service of the Indian department since July, 1862;
was employed at Tejon reserve about seven months, at which time there were about seven
hundred Indians. While at Tejon between eight and nine hundred Indians arrived from
Owen's River valley. The Tejon was abandoned the latter part of the year 1863, the
reserve being claimed by E. F. Beale. (late surveyor general, and formerly superintendent
of Indian affairs for California,) under a United States patent. At this time some of the
Tejon Indians left there with a portion of those brought from Owen's river to Tule River
farm.
When I was ordered to Tule river there were probably fifteen hundred Indians
remaining on the 'l'ejon; about five hundred of these ltft for Tule river, including four
hundred Owens River and one hundred Tejon, which increased the number at Tule river
to about eight 'hundred, there being three hundred living there at the time. Probably
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fifty Indians have come in from Owen's river since I have been in charge; the balance of
those brought from there, say four or five hundred, have returned to their old haunts at
Owen's river, and there has been a wastage of fifty, probably, since the removal from Tejon.
The Indians have alway::; appeared well contented with their condition. It reQuires some
exertion to obtain the requisite amount of work, but it is perform"d faithfully and well
under proper training. These Indians are good teamsters and plough-boys, and can perform all the labor of raising a crop. There has never been any system of education among
them, if you except the knowledge of the use of farming implements; no religious instruct·on bas ever been imparted ; the government of the children is left entirely with the
mothers.
During my labors on the Tejon reserve Theodore Boschulte was supervisor and John P.
H. Wentworth superintendent of Indian affctir:'l for the southern district of California. The
Indians were well supplied with clothing and food, there being usually about one distribution of the former every year. Crops of wheat and barley were raise i upon the Tejon
while I was there, which were issued to the Indians ; there was also some stock belonging
to this reserve, consisting of mules, horses, and cattle, the latter being killed and issued to
the Indians. Wheat, barley, corn, beans, pumpkins, sweet potatoes, and all vegetables
which grow to good advantage are rait;ed upon the Tule River farm, which farm is leaHed
from 'l'homas P. Madden, of San Francisco, who hold:'l the same under a United States
patent.
I visited the Owen's River Indians about the mid He of November, 186! ; was there about
ten days. There is no reservation in the Owen's River valley, but the few Indians I saw
appeclred as well contented, apparently, as those at Tule. I was sent there by ~nperin
tendent Austin Wiley, to supply food to these Indians, and thereby prevent threatened
hostilities; found but twenty-five Indians, and ascertained they had been stampeded by
the threats of the settlers in the valley. The Indians were raising grass-nuts, (which is a
prominent article of their food,) by irrigation.
At the time the Tejon was abandoned, Alexander Godey was acting as the agent of E. F.
Beale, a former superintendent of Indian afl"airs. Godey was camped on the reserve herding Beale's sheep; he was openly acting as the agent of Beale for the six month<> previous,
serving notices in Beale's name, &c. I was at the time he was acting as such agent employed at the Tejon and Tule River reserves, J. P. H. Wentworth being superintendent at
that time. For ::tt least three months of the six above mentioned, Godey was acting also
as agent of the Tejon reserve. Theodore Boschulte was in charge at the time of tht
abandonment of the Tejon reserve. I came to Tule river in November, 1862 ; there was
no fencing at this time upon the farm ; has since been temporarily fenced by government,
with willows ; no substantial improvements are being made upon the farm, as the farm is
leased. The Indians here are living in brush and tule huts. About one thousand acres
are enclosed by fence; a portion of that has been appropriated by John D. Tyler, say about
seventy acres; he was formerly an employe on the reserve, and had assisted in the making
of a portion of this fencing. Tyler entered this seventy acres in January, 1864, being at
the time in government employ. The land at the time he entered it was planted to a crop,
and he had been in the employ of government three months before he entered it. One
crop had been. harvested since it was fenced; he hits cut a crop of wheat and barley from
this ground, not of his own planting, but a volunteer crop, from a crop planted by government. Tyler is now upon these premises, and holds it on the ground of its being government land, and not on the Madden farm. No consent was ever given to Tyler from the
Indian department to go upon this land, or to harvest this crop, heretofore spoken of. He
has now a house upon this land, and is living there with his family; was living there in
December of 1864.
When Mr. Wentworth c.=tme up on his way from Tejon to San Francisco, about the first
of October, 1863, he left a letter with me to take back to Boschulte, the supervisor, advising him to lease the house on the Tejon and remove to another, as the Indians were to be
removed to Fort-Tejon, but when I arrived at the reser:ve the Indians had been removed,
and Boschulte had left for the fort. Fort Tejon is situated in Los Angeles CGtmty, about
one huudred and twenty mile:'l from Tule River farm, and is in the State of California.
Owen's River valley, before mentioned, is in the county of Tulare, State of California.
GEO. L. HOFFMAN.
'IuLE RIVER FARU, July 14, 1865.
October 1, 1863, to April1, 1864, 2 employes ______ •••••••••••• -----.Aprill, 186;$, to May 25, 1864, 1 employe. _____ ---------------·----·
May 25, 1863, to Sept. 1, 186:!, 3 employes •••••••••••• _------_-----Dec. 1, 1863, to July 15, 1865, 2 employes .•••••. ·------·----··----·
Special agent ••••••••••••• _• ___ •••• ______ •• _____ • ____ ••• _•• __ •• _•

$50 per month .
50
"
50
50
"
,,
150
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The above is a statement of the number of employes and the amount paid to them, as
above specified, on Tule River farm, (Indian,) Tulare county, California.
GEO. L. HOFFMAN,
Special Indian Agent.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

County

of Tulare:

0. A. Wilcox, being duly sworn; deposes and Rays, that he bas been employed at the
Tule River farm since December, 1864; bas lived in the vicinity since December, 1856,
within about three miles of the reserve, which he had frequently vi::;ited. The Indians were
first brought here in 1857 ; Ridley had then charge of the place, and it was occupied as a
reserve at the time Madden located and took possession of the farm. The Indians were
taken away to the Tejon some time in 1857, I think, in the fall of that year, and brought
back in government teams in 1858. Vineyard had charge of the Tejon at this time, aud
Thomas J. Henley was superintendent of Indian affairs, and Madden was clerk for Henley.
Ridley notified settlers not to settle here, stating that it was a government reserve, which
uotice was given before Madden located. Dorsey, the agent on the farm, planted about
one hundred peach-trees and about five hundred grape-vines, and there are now at this
time about one-half that number bearing fruit. The only permanent building on the farm
was built by government.
0. A. WILCOX.
County of Tulare:
'I'. P. Johnson, being duly sworn, deposes and says, that he resides at Tule river, about
two miles from the re:;erve; has resided there about seven years; came there in 1857. Mr.
Ridley bad charge when I first came here, and told me he was acting as special agt>nt for
the government; at that time there were about three hundred Indians living on the farm.
Dorsey succeeded Ridley as agent, either of which was in charge at the time Madden located
on this land, which was then occupied by government as a reserve, and Indians were then
cared for by the government upon it. At this time Colonel Vineyard, Thomas P. Madden,
Dr. Hayes, and Colonel Mormon, were all employed in the Indian department, and they
all aided in locating the farm for Madden.
T. P. JOHNSON.
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County of Tulare:
Robert Daley, being dnly sworn, says, that he resides at Tule river, Tulare county, California; resided there about three months, keeping a public house. He was in the military
ser'vice of the United States from 1861 to 1864:; about threfl and a half years as first lieutenant in the 2d cavalry, California volunteers. He was, during that service, on the
Tejon reservation and at Owen's river, both in California; at Tejon nearly two months in
1863, and at Owen's river from the 1st of April to April 8, 1863.
Theodore Boscbulte was supervisor in charge of the Tejon reservation. He (Daley) went
to the Tejon about t.he 20th of July, with seven hundred and fifty Owen's River or Monacbe
Indians, who had been brought from Owen's river. After remaining at 'l'ejon a few days
he picked out camps for the Indians on the reserve. The Indians were forbidden by Alexander Godey (who was agent for Mr. Beale) to cut brush with which to make their houses.
He (Daley) waited upon Godey and forbid his disturbing or interfering with the Indians,
as he was left in command with orders to keep the Indians upon the reservation. The
next day Godey drove his stock of cattle in among the Indians and herded them in their
camps ; he then forced him (Godey) to remove his stock off the reservation.
Theodore Boschulte, supervisor on the Tejon reserve, was removed by John P. H. Wentworth, superintendent of Indian affairs, and Alexander Godey was appointed in hi:s place
while agent for Beale; and a telegram was sent to Boschulte by superintendent Wentworth
to turn over the government property to Godey, the new appointee as snpervisor; but deponent having possession of the property, would not turn it over, Boschulte being absent
at that time. Godey came to deponent and told him if he would give him (Godey) possession of the property, he, deponent, could make $2,000 or $3,000 as well as not. Deponent
declined having further conversation with him, and refused his offer. Deponent aided in
bringing from Owen's river the seven hundred and fifty Indians that were taken to the Tejon reservation. The party in charge of the Indians left Owen's river with one thousand
Indians; two hundred and fifty escaped en route to tb.e 'J'ejon. The attempt was made
afterwards to remove the seven hundred and fifty Indians (Ovren's River) to Fort Tejon, a
distance of twenty miles, and at least two hundred and fifty of the seven hundred and fifty
escaped. They were removed by Captain M. A. McLaughlin, then in the military service
and in command of Fort Tejon.
R. DALEY.
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County of Tulare:
Wm. B. Poer, being duly sworn, deposes and says, that he resides at Visalia, Tulare
county, California; has resided in said county since August, 1856. He is acquainted with
the Tule River Indian farm, and knows its location, and has known the tract of land ever
since he has lived in the county. In the fall of 1856 this farm was used by the government as an Indian reservation. Alonzo Ridley was the first agent to his knowledge who
had charge of this reservation under the government in the fall of 1856. Ridley brought
the first Indians together on this reservation. Deponent's attention was called to the farm
and what was done about it, from the fact that he and Thomas P. Johnson at one time
attempted to pre-empt the land, and supposed they had done so, but one Thomas P. Madden
got the start of them by covering the same with school warrants in advance of thelll. Mr.
Madden was reputed to be employed in the Indian department of the government at the
time be so located this land. Mr. Ridley. the agent, posted a written notice upon the
premises that the tract was claimed as an Indian reservation. It was the general understanding among the people here in the vicinity of the reservation at the time Mr. Ridley
posted this written notice, that it was claimed and held as an Indian reservation. This
notice was given by Mr. Ridley, the agent, before Mr. Madden located the lrmd or claimed it.
WM. B. POER.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

Statement taken at San Francisco, California.
County of San Francisco:
Austin Wiley, late superintendent of Indian affairs for California, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith as follows:
The Indians along the border of the northern coast were peaceable, and inclined to be
friendly to the whites, when settlements were first established among them. Along the
Klamath and its tributaries as well as on the Trinity, Mad river, Eel river, and lining the
entire coast from Point St. George to below Mendocino, they were very numerous.
A marked distinction existed between the Indians living on the coast and those inhabiting the mountains; the former being more indolent and improvident, while the latter possessed more of the bravery, cunning, and superstition peculiar to the savage of the northwest.
The mountain Indians subsisted largely on game, which of every variety was very abundant, and was killed with their bows and arrows, in the use of which they were very expert.
In addition to this, they 'iemi-annually built fish-dams across the various rivers and mountain streams, and caught immense quantities of salmon, which they smoked or dri8d and
laid away for winter use. They also gathered acorns, roots, and certain grass-seed in large
quantities, and in respect of food, as well as deerskins for clothing, and comfortable houses
for shelter, were well provided for.
The Indians living on the coast, at the mouth of the rivers, and around Humboldt bay,
subsisted principally upon muscles and fish, which they caught on the beach and in the
rivers, as well as stranded whales, or whatever else in the shape of food presented itself,
and reqnired the least expenditure of labor in securing. They, too, gathered roots, seeds,
and berries in considerable quantities, had comparatively comfortable houses, and in their
lazy way evidently enjoyed life.
The burden of the labor among both mountain and coast Indans fell upon the squaws;
they were depended upon to gather the firewood, to pound the acorns or seed, to provide a
good supply of berries in their season, and to perform all the drudgery, while their lords
and masters basked in the sun, or indulged in the favorite pastime of gambling.
The mountain Indians associate but little with those on the coast, and seldom, if ever,
ir.termarry, seeming to consider themselves a superior class.
•
It is extremely difficult. to convey an idea of the social divisions that exist among these
strange beings. Unlike the tribes of the east, they are divided into small bandl:i, who build
rude houses on the banl;:s of some river or mountain creek, and seem to live within themselves almost a separate people. In some instances these rancherias consist of only a few
families, and in others several hundred souls are congregated. In the early days these different rancherias had chiefs, or heads, known as Mow-wee-mas, their influence being principally derived from their age, number of relatives and 'realth, which consisted chiefly of
white deerskins, canoes, the scalp of the red-headed woodpecker, and aliqua-chiek, (a
hollow shell which is still known as Indian money.) Latterly, however, the young Indians, those that have grown up among the whites, have been the leaders, and still possess
the power for good or harm.
Their associations have been as a general thing with the worst class of whites, and with
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
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their disposition to learn all that is bad, and their savage instincts to guide them in practicing what they have been taught, they have become a dangerous enemy.
'!he Indians living on the banks of a river generally take the name of the stream. When
the Klamath, Trinity, Redwood or Mad River Indians a-::e spoken of, the Indians living on
the rivers of that name are designated, and not any particular tribe, for tho1:1gh united in
a certain seme, they do not form a distinct tribe, each rancheria having its bead and often
being arrayt>ct against another in quarrels and open fights. It is a remarkable fact that a
separAte and distinct languag-e is spoken by the lndictns on these different rivers, or on
nea!ly all of them. The Indians on the Klamath river speak a different language from
those on the Trinity, one of its tributaries. The Indians on Redwood creek, some twenty
miles south, speak another; and those on Mad river yet another; so that but few of them
are able to converse with one another, and at present they frequently make use of the Englioh that each has picked up in communication among themselves.
The fact of this complete division and of there being no recogni:r.ed head, either to the
northern coast Indiam; as a body, or to the semi-united tribes on a river, renders it exceedingly difficult to treat with them, or to successfully colonize them on reservations.
When placed t c,gether they do not harmonize-retaining their petty divbions and being
dit;trustful of one another.
They are naturally indolent and degraded in their minds and habits, though not devoid
of a certain kind of intelligence. They are superstitious in the extreme, seeming to derive
more of the little moral restraint they exhibit from this than any other source.
In 1851 and 1852. about two years after white men had first penetrated their country,
signs of mit:trmt and discontent began to be made manifest among the mountain Indians.
At this time they had no fire-arms and were nnski1led in their use. As to the cause of the
unf1iendly feeling- thltt now sprung up, it is difficult to speak positively, bnt doubtless to
their a;:sociation with the whites as packers and herdsmen, and the co-habitation of their
squaws with unprincipled white men, may be traced the principal causes of the threatened
hostilities.
In 1851 a man and boy were murdered between Trinidad and the Klamath river, and
shortly after the famHy of a 1\Ir. Blackburn, at Young's ferry, on the Klamath river, met
with a like fate. These hostilities were confined to one rancheria, and were discountenanced by the other Indians along the river. rrhe whites from these acts became satisfied
that the Klamath Indians were not to be treateu as though they were powerless for harm
or void of Indian nature. Peace, however, was established, and with the exception of
numerous personal collit;ions between individual white men and Indians, generally concerning squaws, and resulting in the killing of an Indian occasionally, no further trouble
occurred until the winter of 1855.
By this time the Klamath and adjacent Indians had made considerable advancement in
learning the use of fire-arms, and had procured a considerable number, as well as ammunition, princip:1.lly in exchange for squaws. In December, 1855, they raised at seveml points
along the Klamath simultaneously, and murdered seven men in one day.
Captain (now General) Judah was then stationetl .at Fort Humboldt, and repaired at
once with his command to the scene of trouble. In the mean time two companies of volunteers had been raised for the occasion, and had severely chastised the Indians in several engagements. Some difficulty having occurred bebveen the commn.ncling officer of the re~u
lar troops ancl the volunteers, it was finally settled by both withdrawing from the field.
S. G. Whipple was sent there as an agent by Superintendent Henley, and through his good
judgment and discretion further bloodshed was avoided, and peace in that section restored
He established a 1 e:.;ervation on the Klamath river, which was carried ou under various
agents, until in tho winter of 1861-' 62 the improvements were washed away and most of
the arable land destroyed by the severe freshet, which necessitated a removal. Smith river
was then selected by Superintendent H:tnson, and the government property, together with
the Indians on the reservation, (except the Klamaths,) were removed to th,•t point.
Since the outbreak in 1855 the Indians on the Klamath river have remained peaceable.
A few individuals may have been engaged in the late war, but the majority have been
quiet. They are the most numerous and powerful band in the northwestern portion of the
State, and d~erve more attention from the government than they have heretofore received.
'l'hey subsist themselves entirely, and do not lack for food. An annual distrilmtion of clothing and a little tobacco (of which they are passionately fond) would give them much encouragement, and would be but an act of tardy justice on the part of the government.
In 1856 the Indians on Redwood creek, Upper Mad river, Grouse creek, and headwaters
of Eel river, began to express bitter hostility, and now commenced a war that ere its close
resulted in the loss of many valuable lives, the destruction of an immense amount of property, and the killing of a large number of Indians.
The trails leading from Humboldt bay to the various trading posts on the Trinity, Klamath, and Salmon rivers were waylaid, and many travellers and packers murdered. Trains
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were robbed, and depredations ~>ere committed on every hand. Parties of citiz~ns were
raised occasionally when a fresh m1.1rder had been committed, and many of the offending
Indians met with a summary punishment. The fiendish Diggers excited the ungovernable
passions of the whites by the horrible mutilation of the bodies of their victims, and they
retaliated on the Indians by the commission of acts that disgraced humanity-murderfng
women and children in some instances, and killing Indians wherever found, guilty or not.
During this time a force of United States troops, under command of 1\'Iajor Raines, was stationed at Fort Humboldt, but for want of concert of action between the troops and settlers
nothing was done by the military authorities toward the suppression of these hostilities.
1\fatters went on from bad to worse, until in 1858, in response to frequent petitio.ns from
the people, Governor Weller called out a company of volunteers to serve for three months.
This company was commanded by Captain Messic, and labored hard while in service; they,
however, gained but little advantage over the Indians, as the natives resorted to their usual
mode of warfare-waylay, shoot and run.
Before the close of his campaign Captain Messic succeeded in taking quite a number of
prisoners, and finally induced a large number of Indians to come in. These numbered in
all some nine hundred, and were taken to the 1\'Iendocino reservation, by water, by order of
the superintendent, and against the earnest protest of the people of Humboldt, who were
well aware that by such a course the fruits of the campaign would be entirely lost. These
Indians remained to enjoy the care and protection of the government but a very short time.
Nearly all of them found their way back to their old homes more embittered and hostile
than ever before. But fifty of these prisoners now remain on the reservation; a small portion of the remainder are among those now at Hoop:l reservation, but the majority of them
have passed away during the sanguinary war lately brought to a close.
The peace that succeeded the removal of the prisonerH taken in the Messic campaign was
of short duration, and when war again commenced, it was waged with revengeful desperation on the part of the Indians, all of the tribes of the north participating excepting the
Klamaths and the Indians on Lower Mad and Eel rivers.
The Hoopas, second in number and strength to the Klama.ths, artd the shrewdest and
bravest as well as best armed of any of the tribes, pretended to be friendly to the whites,
but evidently furnished ammunition and harbored the Indians who were at war. 1\Iany
white men were killed, the Indians seeming bent on the extermination of all the settlers,
killing their beRt friendH as soon as their worst enemies. The stock of the settlers was shot
down in malicious mischief, their houses burned, and the country laid waste. The deeds of
the whites in retaliation were scarcely less inhuman-a war of extermination being openly
talked of, which, although it was opposed by all the more respectable and influential citizens, culminated on the 3d of April, 1859, in the disgraceful massacre on Indian island
of about 150 Indians, princip::tlly women and children. This barbarous proceeding so incensed the authorities that the settlers of that section were left almost to the mercy of the
Indians, lleing principally dependent on their own exertions for protection.
The Indians at the mouth of Mad river were about this time removed to the Klamath
reservation by Sub-Agent D . .E. Buell; this course being taken more for their protection
than from any fear entertained of their committing any depredations, as they bad always
remained peaceful and shown themselves the friends of the whites. The most of them are
yet on the Smith River reservation, being comparatively comfortably provided for.
From 1859 to 1861 disturbances were continually occurring, depredations being committed by the Indians, and mountain Indians being killed by the whites wherever found.
Two companies of volunteers at different times made short campaigns against the Indians,
but gained no material advantage over them. In 1861 General Wright sent a full regiment of troops (the 2d infantry, California volunteers) to the Humboldt military district,
and the citizens were led to hope that the war would be brought to a close.
The campaign inaugurated by Colonel Lippitt proved, generally speaking, a failure.
Quite a number of prisoners were taken in the Eel river country, and in all a considerable
number of Indians were killed, but the extent and daring of hostilities increased rather
than diminished. Men were murdered and houses burned under the very eyes of the
troops, and the citizens of such towns as Arcata were shot down in daylight while pursuing
their customary avocations.
After more than a year of unsuccessful and expensive operations this regiment was reltieved by a battalion of mountaineers, consisting of six companies of infantry, raised principally in the counties suffering from the war, and commanded by Lieutenant Colonel S. G.
Whipple. The Hoopa Indians about this time openly took the field, and were the leading
spirits among the savages in the bloody hostilities that ensued. All the settlers from the
mountains were driven' in and their improvements burned. The vast herds of stock that
ranged on the fine grazinfS land back from the coast were swept away. Their depredations
extended to the Salmon river and into the adjoining county of Trinity. The mail-carrier
on the route to Weaverville was killed, and also the postmaster at Albeville. Travel was
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entirely stopped, except at night, or under guard of a heavy escort. The business interests
of the country were well-nigh destroyed, and gloom supplanted the peace and prosperity
that had previously rendered that district among the most attractive in the State.
The war was carried on witL. varying success for nearly two years, many Indians falling
before the well-directed blows of the troops, while they in turn suffered not a little. A
large number of prisoners were taken in the southern portion of Humboldt and in Mendocino county, and the hostile Indians in that region effc:ctually suppressed. '1 he Hoopa,
Redwood, South Fork, and Grouse Creek bands were the remaining foe, and it was found
impossible to take them prisoners. Skilled in the use of arms, natnra.lly intelligent, and
perfectly at home in the rough country they roamed over, it would haYe been the work of
years to have thoroughly subdued them by the force of arms alone-even by the unmerciful
policy of extermination, which.it would have been necessary to resort to . They suffered
much during the winter of 1863, and were finally induced to come into Hoopa valley and
be fed by the military authorities as a condition of peace, but persistently refused to
surrender their arm!:l, aud would not consent to be removed to any reservation then establbhed. In this condition I found them in August, 1864-, and through the co-operation of
the military authorities arranged the terms of a permanent peace, the main conditions of
which were a surrender of their arms and a return to peace on their part, and the estab
lishment of the Hoopa reservation on the part of the government.
Since terms were entered into with these Indians, so far as I know, the Indians have
kept their portion of the agreement in good faith, and I ftel confident that if the promise
which has been made them (that they shall be subsisted from their own labor in Hoopa
valley) is kept, no further trouble with them need be apprehended. They should be
made to feel that the valley belongs to them, and that the government feels an interest in
their welfare, and will protect them in their rights. I would recommend that no other
Indians be placed on that reservation, and that all surplus produce that can be raised be
disposed of for their benefit or given to the Klamaths. By, this means they will be S'ltisfied
and able to make their own living in their own way, which is what they want. They are
inclined to bo peaceable, and there is no danger of trouble with them, unles it be inaugurated'by bad white men, which can be best prevented by retaining them in their present
isolated position, and managing them with reason and firmness.
There are still remaining on the peninsula at Humboldt Point several hundred Indian
prisoners, taken during the late war, who are subsisted principally by the military authorities. They have not been removed to any of the northern reservations on account of the
strong feeling against such a course among the people of that section, who fear they will
return to their old homes and renew disturbances, a feeling which to a great extent I shared
in. It had been my intention, in case I was obliged to make some disposition of them,
and was refused permission to take them south, to remove them late in the :fail-a few
to Smith river, and the remainder to Round valley.
The few Indians remaining in the mountains at the headwaters of Eel rh·er, I believe,
can be induced to come into Round valley, upon being satisfied of protection and subsistence. This done, and the arrangements commenced strict!y carried out, I firmly believe
ludian troubles in the Humboldt military district will be heard of no more.
The Indians of the north have been greatly decimated by the various wars, and are comparatively powerless. They have been a wronged and suffering race, and humanity and
justice demand that the government do all in its power to ameliorate their condition and
protect them in their declining days.
AUSTIN WILEY.

Statements taken at Jfendocino station, California, 24th and 25th July, 1865.
County of Jfendocino:
E. J. Whipple~ being duly sworn, says, he resides at the Mendocino station of the Nome
Cult reservation, and is in charge of the stations under the Indian department of the government of the United States, and has been in the employ of the government in the Indian
department since January, 1857~the first six months at Noyo, which was then the headquarters of the Mendocino reservation, about ten miles from this station. This station is
on what was once the Mendocino reservation, upon the northern or northwestern part of it.
The remainder of the time at this point. This place is also called and familiarly known
as tho Bedahto station. There are about five hundred Indians at this station, or that belong here; some of this number are temporarily absent now. 'I'here are from 1,200 to
1,500 acres here under enclosure, a portion of which is cultivated wholly by the Indians.
'The principal products are barley, oats, peas, potatoes, turnips, carrots, and beets. Some
cows, horses, and oxen, are ah:;o kept. The Indians appear willing to labor. Last year,
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
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about six months, a Catholic priest was on this reservation, his time being divided between
this station and Round valley, giving instructions to the InJians ; he was under government employ. With this exception there has been no instruction, either religious or
moral, or of any kind, except to labor, to my knowledge, since I .have been in government
employ. There have been p_o schools for the children; all care of them has been left to
their parents. For the last three or four years, except the last year, there have been four
employes beside the agent. Previous to that, probably there were three times as many
employes for four or five years, to my knowledge. Formerly there were physician, clerk,
blacksmith, carpenter, and fisherman employed regularly, who, for the last three or four
years, have not been employed only at intervals; besides there were more laborers employed
formerly. I have reference to the employes on the Mendocino reservation, which in the
last year was reduced to the :Mendocino station, and made a part of the Nome-Cult reservation, which is principally at Round valley, in this county. S. J. Henley was superintendent when I was first employed ; J. Y. McDuffie succeeded Benley; John A. Driebelbis
succeeded McDuffie; George M. Hanson succeeded Driebelbis; E. Steele succeeded Hanson ;
Austin WHey succeeded Steele, and Charles Maltby succeeded Wiley, and is now the superintendent . I should think the number of Indians up to 1860 on the Mendocino reservation would average 1, 500. Since then there have not been more than there are now, except a few months-during Mr. Hanson's superintendency-there were four or five hundred
more Indians than now.
I know the tract of land called the Cully-Bool, situate upon the south bank of the Noyo
river at its mouth. There were enclosed by government from two hundred to two hundred
and fifty acres of land. I superintended the hauling of the rails to fence it. There was a
house and some fence on the land when the government entered upon it. Government put
from 5,000 to 7,000 rails and 1,500 posts, about that number, into the fence built upon
Cully-Bool station. It was built in the spring of 1857. A crop on the ground, and improvements on the place, were purchased in the fall of 1856 of one William Davis by Henley, the superintendent of Indian aff.tirs, for the government, so it was generally under-'
stood. It was occupied as government property under Henley's administration. John
Simpson had charge of the station when I first came on to the reservation. I know William
H. Ray; he was for a time employed on the reservation; a part of the tiO'le fisherman at
the Noyo, and part of the time was in charge of Cully-Bool station; I should think in
charge of the station about two years, cultivating the ground and farming. While in
charge of the station he was discharged from government service, and, without removing,
held possession of Cully-Bool station and claimed the premises, with the improvements, but
offered to government the privilege to remove the improvements, fences, &c., if so desired.
Cully-Bool station was much better land than the land occupied north of the Noyo for
reservation purposes. Government built a barn, a frame barn, and log potato-house upon
this station, beside the fence t!poken of. I should think the improvements, fences, and
buildings put upon the Cully-Bool station by government cost, say, eight hundred dollars,
and were worth that surn. Mr. Ray left the station for a time, and Robert Burns took
possession, or was placed in possession by the agent for the government. Ray commenced
suit against Burns and recovered the possession, and afterwards sold the premises to Joseph
Hardy, who still has the possession.
The Mendocino reservation includes twenty-five thousand acres of land, extending
from the south bank of the Noyo river to one mile north of the mouth of Ten :Mile river.
The first lands occupied by the government were on the north side of the Noyo, between
it and Ten Mile river, which is to the north of the Noyo, and about ten miles from it. I
should think fifteen hundred acres were enclosed at first, extending from the Noyo north
along the coast, and running back from the ocean, with post-and-rail fenc~; and on the
ground enclosed were erected fine dwelling-houses, two barns, a carpenter and blacksmith
shop, both under one roof. I think, on reflection, that but three dwellings were erected by
government; that two of them were upon the ground when located as a reservation. That
portion of the reservation was occupied up to 1864. There are no Indians living upon those
premises, neither is any one occupying them for the government now. The ground is not
cultivated, and the buildings are vacant. I should think the improvements there in fences
and buildings named, cost from $5,000 to $6,000.
The Bedahto station, · where we now are, is on the northern portion of the Mendocino
reservation, between Ten Mile river and the northern boundary of the reservation, and
includes all on the north side of the south fork of Ten Mile river, and has enclosed from
1,200 to 1.,500 acres of land-much of it natural fence; probably 10,000 rails and posts
on the premises in fence, to enclose the amount of land named. The buildings are a
dwelling, barn, and smoke-house-frame buildings. The improvements at this station,
fences and buildings named, cost, say $25,000. The estimates made are in gold coin.
There are about twenty head of horses and cattle belonging to government at this station,
and some farming utensils to cultivate the premises enclosed. Clothing and other supplies,
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t o a limited extent, have been brought to the reseryation to be distributed to the Indians
annually. I think, for the year 1860, three-fourths of the indebtedness that accrued in
carrying on the Mendocino reservation is still due from the government to the employes,
and those who furnished supplies. I know the goyernment is indebted yet for a large
amount, but the precise amount I cannot say. The failure of government to pay in 1860
was through the death of H. L. Ford, the disbursing agent of the reservation. The money
had been paid to him for disbursement, but he died before the money was disbursed, and
government stopped its disbursement and took possession of it. Under Driebelbis, I think,
in 1561, a large amount of indebtedness accrued against government that has never been
paid. Driebelbis received money from the government to liquidate the indebtedness; what
he did with the money I do not know, but he did not pay the debts. I think during
Driebelbis's administration of Indian affairs there were no supplies, neither clothing nor
anything else, brought to the Mendocino reservation. There were a few purchases made by
the supervisor for supplies, and the debts made for such purchases are still unpaid. The employe::; were only partially paid in 1861 ; a large portion of their pay is still due. Under
Hanson, superintendent, there is one quarter's pay due employes, and a large amount of
indebtt.dneEs for supplies. E. Steele, during his administration of Indian affairs, paid everything promptly upon the Mendocino reservation. I am the only employe now at this
station, and am under the agent of the Nome-Cult reservation; my pay is $50 per month.
I think government paid about eight hundred dollars for the improvements and crop on
Cully-Bool station, and Davis gave possession to goyernment. This amount was paid to
Davis, w·ho held it previous to govemment going into possession.

E. J. WHIPPLE.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

County of Mendocino:

W. H. Ray, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside in Humboldt county, State of
California, and was once in the employ of the Indian department of the government on
the Mendocino reservation ; time, from fall of 1856 till some time in 1861. I was employed most of the time at Noyo river, southern part of the reservation, and had charge
of the fishing station. I was employed by Capt. H. L. Ford, who was acting as sub-agent
under Col. Henley, the then superintendent of Indian affairs.
On the south bank of the Noyo river there was enclosed a field of about two hundred
and forty acres, by direction of Capt. Ford, the sub-agent. I think said field was enclosed
in the year 1857, and crops raised on it by the depa1·tment for three or four years. In the
year 1859, Capt. Ford told me that this encloz;ure did not belong to the reservation; that
the southern boundary of the reservation only came to the southern bank of the Noyo
1iver. The two hundred and forty acres was high land-never overflowed by the river or
the ocean. In 1861, I think, I filed a possessory claim to, or pre-empted and took possession of, this tract as goyernment land. I had possession about six months, then left it for
a while,. and during my absence Capt. Smith, supervisor under Mr. Hanson, the then superintendent, placed a l\1r. Burns, one of the employes of the Indian department, in posses3ion.
I then commenced suit against Mr. Burns, the employe, in the district court of the State,
and regained possession, and the Indian depa1tment has not had possession since. During
the time I was in the employ of the Indian department there were three different superintendents, Col. Henley, J. Y. McDuffie, and J. A. Driebelbis. McDuffie and Driebelbis
did not pay me for the services I rendered the d~partment within about nine hundred dolltns 6f the amount due me. The money due me under McDuffie was $666 66. This indebtedness had all accrued before I took the land in possession. For the indebtednes
·whicL accrued under McDuffie I forwarded proper vouchers to the department at Washing8
ton. I have never received any pay from the department on those vouchers forwarded.At the timo I took possession of this tract of land I should think there was about threefourths of a mile of redwood fence upon it, with house and barn, all placed there by the
government. There ha<i been a crop raised on the place the year I pre-empted the land,
lmt no employe was residing upon the premist:s at the time I filed my pre-emption claim.
I am not in possession of the place now ; I held poE'sest:ion about three years, and then sold
out to Capt. Joseph Hardee. I received $2,000 for it. I did not put on any new buildings
during my possession ; I added to the fence on the place about 2,100 rails. 'l'here was no
under.-;tanding between myself and the sub-agent concerning my taking possession of the
premi~es.
I was not an employe of the government at the time I filed my pre-emption
claim to the above-mentioned land. There was one other time, previous to the time of my
pre-emption, in which there was no employe of the government residing on the premises.
W. H. R.A.Y.
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County of JJfendocino:
James Townsend, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I reside at Noyo River, Big River
township, county of Mendocino; I have resid~d there since October, 1861, I think. I am
agent of the Noyo mill; I have never been in the employ of the government. The mill,
I think, was built in the year 1858 ; it was built by A. W. l\.'IcPherson. The dwellings there
were also erected by him. McPherson and Wetherbee are now the owners of the propert-y.
Col. Henley was in charge of the Indian department at the time the mill was built. The
mill and buildings are erected on the north side and north b~nk of the Noyo river. The
mill is used for manufacturing lumber. McPherson was not in the employ of the government. I understand that McPherson and Henley arranged in reference to the building of
the mill, Henley giving permission to erect the mill and other buildings there. I do not
know that any consideration was given to any one for the privilege to build the mill there.
JAMES TOWNSEND.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

County of i1fendocino:
F. E. Warren, being sworn, says: I reside at the Noyo, Big Ri~er township, Mendocino
county. I was in the employ of the Indian department of the government about three
years at the Nome-Lackee, Tejon, and Mendocino reservations; part of the time ~LS teamster
and part as overseer in charge of a station. I was engaged about three months at NomeLackee, about nine at Tejon, and the balance of the time at Mendocino. I was at NomeLackee during the winter of 1854-' 55. Capt. H. L. Ford was in charge at the time. I
went directly from there to the Tejon reservation, which was under charge of Alonzo
Ridley. Capt. Ford had also charge of Mendocino reservation. There were between five
and six hundred Indians at Tejon, and at one time, during the winter of 1856, about two
thousand at the Mendocino reservation. At Nome-Lackee they had just put in a large
crop; I did not remain till it was harvested. At Tejon there was a large quantity of
wheat on hand of the previous year's crop. I helped to harvest the crop of the year that
I was there; it was a light one. The wheat they bad on hand they issued to the Indians.
They put in crops on the Mendocino reservation, near Fort Bragg, while I was there. I believe there were raised three crops ; they were not very good ones. The crops raised on
the Cully-Bool station were good. Cully-Bool station was on the south side of the Noyo
river, bounded west and north by the ocean and river. It was fenced by the government.
I had charge there at the time part of the fence was built. I should think about ten
thousand rails ~ere put into fence on the Cully-Bool station. I built the bam while there
in employ of the government, and the house and a crop on the ground were bought
together. A man by the name of Davis was on the land, and claimed it; government
bought the house and crop of Davis and he gave up the possession to the government, and
several crops were raised there after the above purchase. I should think there were about
two hundred acres in the premises given up to the government on the Cully-Bool station.
A man by the name of Wm. Ray was in charge of this station under the government,
being an employe: He continued in poBse,;;sion, and held it against the government. Ray
sold the land to a Capt. Hardy, who still has the land in possession. Col. Henley' made tbe
purchase of Davis, and obtained possession of the premises. I think that all the title Ray
had was a possessory title.
F. E. WARREN.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

Statements taken at Nome Oult or Round Valley reservation, July 27, 28; and 29, 1865.
County of JJfendocino, ss:
Capt. B. L. Fairfield, being sworn, says: I am agent on the Nome-Cult reservation, in
Round valley, Mendocino county, State of California, and have been about two months.
I have been in the employ of the Indian depaLrnent of the government here since June,
1864:, except about one month. W. P. Melendy was agent here at the time I came. E.
Steele·was superintendent of Indian affairs of the northern district of the State. Austen
Wiley succeeded Mr. Steele, and became superintendent for the whole tbe 18th of June,
1864. Charles Maltby succeeded Mr. Wiley, as I am informed, about the 5th of May,
1865. I was discharged the 5th day of April, 1865, and came back and became agent
soon after Mr. Maltby took charge or became superintendent.
The reservation has under enclosure about twenty-seven hundred (2, 700) acres of land.
The fence is known as Virginia, or rail, fence, and is an excellent fence. 'l'bis year we
have over three hundred acres of wheat on the reservation; one hundred acres of barley,
STATE oF CALIFORNIA,
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yielding one thousand Eeventeen (1,017) bushels; seventy-five acres of oats; one hundred
and eighty acres of corn, which, from present appearances, will yield at least three
thomand (3,000) bushels; and ninety acres of garden vegetables. We have about four
thousand bushels of last year's wheat on hand, and three hundred bushels of corn of last
year's crop. 'rhe wheat raised upon the reservation this year wilt amount to at least five
thousand (5,000) bushels, which, with iast year's wheat, amounts to nine thousand (9,000)
bushels. We have cut on the reservation at least one hundred and seventy-five tom; of
hay. We have under control here three hundred and seventy head of cattle of all grades,
besides others at large; how many of the latter I cannot tell. We have two hundred
and seventy hogs of all sizes, eighteen mules, and twenty horses.
Mr. Wiley hired the Hotaling farm, so-called, which has been occupied by the Indian
department the last year, or part of it. The year will not be up until the first day of November next. On this farm we will cut, probably, about one hundred acres of grain of all
kinds. We have cut some hay, I should say about fifty tons, on the Hotaling farm. This
is all we get from this farm except the pasturing.
I should think there are from nine hundred to one thousand (900 to 1,000) Indians on
the reservation, of all ages and sexes. They go and come. They will go out among the
farmers and work for awhile and return; they will go out and wander among the mountains for a season and return, and often more will return than go away ; new ones come in
with those that go out.
Of the twenty·seven hundred acres of land enclosed on the reservation, at least nine
hundred acres in addition to what has been cultivated the last year could have been cultivated as well and as easily as what has been cultivated, and would have been as productive.
It might have required a little more labor of teams and tools to have cultivated it. The
rent paid for the Hotaling farm, and labor bestowed in its cultivation, have been a total
loss. The samt!'labor put upon the reservation, upon land unoccupied there, would have
been far,more productive, besides the improvement it would have been to the reservation.
The land upon the farm rented is not near as good as land unimproved upon the reservation and under enclosure. The crops raised upon the farm rented are not near as good as
the crops raised upon the reservation.
·
J. W. B. Yocom was the agent next before me; he rooided in a house on the Hotaling
farm, or the farm rented. I reside in a house on the reservation. Mr. Yocom left the
valley and went into Humboldt county, this State, soon after I became agent. From the
house on the Hotaling farm to the house at the station on the reservation, where I reside,
is a little over two miles. J. G. Short, one of the employes in the Indian department, is
living in the Hotaling house with his family. I sent him there, under instructions from
Mr. Maltby, superintendent, from a house on the reservation, where he was living, to keep
possession until the lease should expire, first of November next.
During Mr. ·w iley's superintendency clothing was furnished sufficient to clothe twentyfive to thirty Indians, and about two hundred pairs of shoddy blankets, a very miserable
article. There is some military clothing-a few pairs of pants, a few coats, and some
capes-turned over by General McDowell. We have not near enough clothing to clothe
all the Indians. Many of the Indians labor without any clothing at all. Some of the
Indians manage to get clothing independent of the Indian department. The Indians are
industrious, and work readily and willingly. During the time of seeding and harvesting the
Indians work more hours each day than white people, as a general rule. With proper
care, attention, and management this reservation could be made self-sustaining in a short
time.
There are parts of several tribes of Indians now upon this reservation. The Ukie Indians,
natives of this valley, between three hundred and four hundred in number; the Wilakies
are the mountain Indians, from the mountains surrounding the valley; the Sacramento
Valley Indians, and the Pitt River Indians. No two tribes speak the same language. One
tribe has no quarrel or difficulty with another, but live peaceably together.
No attention has been given by the department to instructing the Indians, except in
common labor. There has been no school for the Indian children, nor any religious instruction. The children have been left entirely with their parents, and subject to their
management and control. 'l'he Indians live in houses made of slabs split from oak logs.
There have been no substantial buildings m:ected for the Indiaus to live in. There are two
stations upon the reservation, and at the two stations some thirteen log buildings, which,
with certain repairs, can nearly all be made suitable for the purposes intended.
After the Hotaling farm was rented by the Indian department, great improvement in
building fences and making gates, &c., was made npon that farm under Yocom's agency.
:No improvements in fences were made on the reservation after the Hotaling farm was
rented. There were many rails split out on the reservation after the Hotaling farm was
rented, but they were most of them hauled to the Hotaling farm, and laid into fences
there, or taken to Captain Douglas, at Fort Wright, situated in the valley.
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The land occupied by settlers in the valley is generally by possession only ; no other title
is pretended to be had by most of them.
There is a piece of land on the reservatioo, about fifteen hundred (1,500) acres, that was
once enclosed, but is not now, the fence having gone .to decay. We wish to enclose it for
pasturage and other uses, but several parties, Eberle and others, have taken up claims
upon it. It is some of the best lands on the reservation.
B. L. FAIRFIELD.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

Oounty of Mendocino, ss;

W. H. Johnston, b~ting sworn, says: I reside in Round valley, Mendocino county, State
of California; I have resided here permanently since 1861 ; I have been here often from
the time the first settlement was made, which was in 1856.
I am farming; my farm joips the reservation on the south. I purchased my improvements of Mr. Witt. Mr. Witt is one of the oldest settlers.
I have been employed on the reservation about one and a half year; commenced iu
March, 1863, and contiaued until May, 1864, then from September last to first January
following. My business was farming, building fence, blacksmithing-all kinds of work
I was put to. I was overseeing the Indians, showing them how to work, and what to do.
The Indians worked as readily and willingly as white people generally.
It will be two years next month since the Indians have had any clothing of consequence
issued to them by the department. Mr. Hanson issned the last clothing of any amount.
Most of the Indians that have clothing get it independent of the department. It is said
they get clothing by prostitution of titeir females with the whites. Many of the Indians
work on the reservation nearly or quite naked.
Mr. Wiley has been in the valley twice while superintendent: first, when he received
the property; second, when he rented the Hotaling farm. Mr. Wiley's excuse for hiring
the farm was, that he thought the reservation would be too wet to raise a crop. The
truth is, the reservation (most of it) will raise ·a better crop in wet or dry weather than
the Hotaling farm. There waR, in my opinion, no honest excuse for hiring the Hotaling
farm. The reservation would raise an abundance for all the Indians there were on it1ast
year, and all that are on it this year.
G. W. B. Yocom was agent under Mr. Wiley, superintendent. Yocom had hogs belonging
to the reservation on the Hoialing farm, and marked them differently from the reservation
mark; and reservation hogs under Yocom's management disappeared mysteriously. Wiley
told Yocom to mark the hog,;; differently from reservation mark. Yocom moved into a
house on the Hotaling farm soon after it was rented. From house O"l Hotaling farm to
station on reservation is about two miles. I think there is under enclosure in the Hotaling farm at least two sections or twelve hundred and eighty acres of land.
W. H. JOHNSTON.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

County of Mendocino, ss :

Martin Corbett, being sworn, says : I rt:Jside in Round valley, Mendocino county, St11te
of California, and have resided here since July, 1S57; T. J. Henley was superintendent of
Indian affairs, and S. P. Storms was agent. When I came into the valley Mr. Storms, the
agent, was living at the station on the reservation, about two miles from the house on the
Hotaling farm. Storms was agent a year or more aft.er I came into the valley. The reservation was located in 185ti. Storms built the house on the Hotaling farm. Henley and
Storms were reputed to be the owners of that farm at that time. I should think there
were over one thousand acres of laud under enclosure on the Hotaling farm.
I have land in the v~lley under enclosure-three hundred and twenty acres of land. My
land is adjoining the reservation on the south side. I am on section 36, south half. The
north half is enclosed in the reservation. I have been on this land ever since I came into
the valley in 1857. Some fence was built and some houses on the reservation in the fall
of 1857. I never entered the land I occupy; I simply went upon it and fenced, and have
continued to occupy and cultivate the land.
I never saw a notice from Henley, as superintendent, reserving lands for reservation purposes. I saw a notice that J. Y. McDuffie, the superintendent that succeeded Henley,
posted. I saw the notice immediately after McDuffie became superintendent.
MARTIN CORBETT.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

County of Jfendocino, ss:

Captain C. D. Douglas, being sworn, says : I am a captain in the second infantry, CalifOrnia volunteers, and have under my command a company stationed in Round valley,
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Mendocino county and ,State of California. I have beell stationed in the valley since December, 1862.
While travelling. in company with Lawrence Batail, between Round valley and Ukiah
city, in May, 1863, in conversation about Indian matters in Round valley, he stated that he
was an employe on the reservation under Colonel Henley as superintendent, and S. P.
Storms as agent, and that the house and barn and all the improvements upon the Storms
place were made by the white employes and the Indians from the .reservation, and that
material, such as windows, nails, locks, &c., for the house, nails for barn, &c., were taken
from the reservation ; that he understood the lumber used in building the barn and house
was reservation lumber, procured for the purpose of building granaries on the reservation,
and that the cost of the house and barn were understood to be about five thousand ($5,000)
dollars.
Some two or three weeks after the above conversation, I met, in San Francisco, S. P.
Storms, who had been agent of Indian affairs at Nome-Cult or Round Valley reservation,
and repeated to him the above conversation, which I had had with Lawrence Batail, which
he neither denied nor acknowledged; I then asked him if the place had actually cost him
five thousand (45,000) dollars; he answered that it did not cost him five thousand ($5,000)
dollars, but it did cost five thousand ($5 ,000) dollars ; I then asked him who paid for the
building of the barn, house, and other improvements on the place; he answered that the
party who did pay for it was able to stand it; I asked him if Colonel Henley had any share
in or claim on the place ; he answered that it was so understood.
The house, barn, and improvements spoken of above are the same, situated on the Hotaling farm, so called, near the reservation, and is under rent this year by the Indian department, I am informed. J. G. Short, one of the employes on the reservation, is living
in the house with his family.
C. D. DOUGLAS,
Captain 2d Infantry, California Volunteers.

County of Mendocino, ss :
Charles H. Eberle, being sworn, says: I reside in Round valley, Mendocino county, State
of California, and have resided here since the summer of 1857; Thomas J. Henley was
superintendent of Indian affairs then, Vincent E. Geiger was agent of the Nome-Lackee
reservation, and the Nome-Cult reservation was then a detached farm or post of the NomeLackee reservation. S. P. Storms had charge of the Nome-Cult farm or post at that time .
.At the time I came here I should think there were less than one hundred Indians on the
reservation of the Nevada tribe. The Indian department commenced in 1856 in the valley. Charles H. Bourne and S. P. Storms together located what is now familiarly known
as the Hotaling place or farm in 1856. There were some buildings on the reservation
when I came in 1857. The present house on the Hotaling farm was partly built when I
came, but was not finished and occupied untill858. Bourne and Storms occupied another
house, now vacant on the farm, until the present one was finished. They and some twenty
employes occupied together. Bourne and Storms were ranching or stock-raising. 'Ihe barn
on the Hotaling farm was built after I came here, in 1858 or 1859; the lumber for the
barn was whip-sawed out in the hills. M.r. Squires had charge of building the barn. I
think Mr. Devinney and Mr. Former helped to whip-saw tl).e lumber for the barn. Storms
employed Squires to come in from outside to build the barn. When I came in the employes were living in the mess-house on the reservation. It was difficult to tell who were
employes, for everybody nearly ate there; it was the same at the Hotaling farm. I was
in the employ of the Indian department about six months in 1858. I had charge of the
pack train, and was going to and fro between this valley and Nome-Lackee. After I had
been packing awhile with government mules, Storms put in some of their mules with the
government mules, and ordered me to bring all freight, whether government freight, their
freight, or freight of others. .At Nomg-Lackee the mules were all fed from government
produce, and all the men bad government provisions, and. we drew double rations to provide for outsiders that fed upon us. I went to Tehama once with government mules, and
brought in freight for Storms & Co. When Mr. Geiger found out how it was, he stopped me
from carrying freight for Storms & Co. Henley, the superintendent, was a partner with
Storms and Bourne. Whatever I receipted for to Geiger at N orne Lackee, I delivered at
Nome-Cult reservation. Things were very much mixed; it was difficult to tell government property from property Storms, Bourne, and Henley claimed as their property. .At
the time of the Fraser river excitement one of the employes took away one of the government mules. There was but little fencing, and government and Storms & Co.'s cattle all run
together.
Storms, Henley, and Bourne had a brard, "S. H. B.," as early as 1858. There was
STATE OF CAL1FORNIA,
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another brand, ·a big "G," and I have heard Storms claim all cattle that had the '' G"
brand on. I have seen cattle with " S. H. B." brand on. I have seen Storms & Co. mark
cattle at rodeos with the "G." brand, and no other. Mr. Storms was gone from the valley
much of the time; he was back and forward, and most of the time, when in the valley,
stayed on the reservation. Bourne looked more particularly after Hotaling farm or stock
there. I helped Bourne to drive in some cattle at one time, and after they got them here
they put on the " G " brand. We drove them from Chard's, near Tehama, about sixtyfive miles from here.
I am farming and stock-raising; I am occupying a place at the upper or north end of
the valley. I have about one hundred and forty acres enclosed. I claim five hundred and
sixty acres. I hold four hundred and forty acres by certificate from the State as swamp
and overflowed land; I think it was surveyed in 1860; it was surveyed by the deputy of
the county surveyor of Mendocino county. The four hundred and forty acres are on section
30, government survey. Eighty acres of the one hundred and twenty are on section 30,
and the balance, or forty acres, on section 19, government survey. I bold the one hundred
and twenty acres simply by occupancy. I have never cultivated any of the swamp and overflowed land, except some six to eight acres. There is a good deal of the land boggy and
wet; there is very little of it wet now. I do not think a crop of wheat or other grain
could be raised in the ordinary seasons. I do not know but a corn crop could be raised by
putting it in late on portions of it. There was none of the land I have taken ever enclosed
by government for reservation purposes. I purchased of a locater in 1858 ; he located io
1857 ; I went on to it to live in 1858 ; it is the land where I now live. Mr. Henley was
superintendent when I went on to it.
C. H. EBERLE.

STATE OF CALIFORliTIA,

County of

~JIIendocino, 88:

J. G. Short, being sworn, says: I reside in Round valley, in Mendocino county, State
of California. I came here in 1861, and have resided here since then, except about one
year I have been absent. I have been in the employ of the government in the Indian department while residing here. George M. Hanson was superintendent when I came here.
There have been five different agents at this reservation since I came here-James Short,
my father, W. P. Melendy, S. M. Farren, G. W. B. Yocom, and Captain B. L. Fairfield.
I think there were some fifteen hundred Indians on the reservation when I came here ;
there were more than are now on the reservation. There was not near as much land enclosed on the reservation then as now. There were not as many buildings then as now.
Some buildings have been erected since; I should think about one-fifth have been added.
Many Indians have gone away-stole away; some have died. I think they are wasting
away; more die than are born. We have no difficulty in keeping them to labor ; they are
industrious and do nearly all of tbe farm labor. White men are employed only as overseers, to show the Indians what to do and how to do it. I lived in a house on the reservation until about first June last; I then, ul)der instructions from Captain Fairfield, moved
into the house on the Hotaling farm near the reservation. The farm was hired by Mr.
Wiley, superintendent, last year, and Mr. Yocom, the agent, lived in the house until a few
days after I moved into it in June last. Mr. Wiley said he hired the Hotaling farm because he did not want to depend on the reservation in case of a wet season. My opinion is,
that the Hotaling farm will not stand as much moisture, and produce a crop, as the land
on the reservation. The reservation has generally produced better in wet seasons than the
Hotaling farm. There is far more land on the reservation under enclosure, that has not
been cultivated, than all the land cultivated on the Hotaling farm the past year by the
Indian department, and better and more productive land. In my opinion, the department
has lost much by occupying and cultivating the Hotaling farm, instead of cultivating the
land on the reservation that has been idle. There is far more produce raised on the reservation on hand of old crop, and raised this year, than will be needed to sustain the Indians
through the year, or until another crop is produced. Of grain raised on the reservation
alone, I should think there was twice as much as would be needed to sustain the Indians
we have now through the year. We have raised on the Hotaling farm nothing but grain
and some bay that we have cut, and a few vegetables in the garden for family use. There
has been considerable fence made and a great deal rebuilt by the Indian department on the
Hotaling farm since we have occupied it; several new gates have been made. rrhe farm
was in no condition for use until a great deal of work was done in repairing and building
fences. The rails used in building new fence and repairing of the old were made on the
reservation by reservation hands, and drawn to the Hotaling farm by reservation teams.
There has been little or nothing done on the fences upon the reservation the last year.
Great attention seemed to be given by Wiley and Yocom to the Hotaling farm, and little
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or none to the reservation. There is a piece of land, from twelve hundred to fifteen hundred acres, belonging to the reservation, once under enclosure, a part of which is now
claimed by Eberle and Bourne and Owen, and have some of it under enclosure. Mr. Yocom,
while ag·ent, told me they forbid his fencing the ground. The reservation fence once
around this ground has been in part carried away, and part has decayed and fallen down.
The land is open to common, except what Eberle and Owen and Bourne have enclosed. It
is all excellent land, and nearly all is good land for cultivation,
·
J. G. SHORT.

County of Mendocino, ss:
Sanders Hornbrook, being sworn, says: I reside in Round valley, Mendocino county, State
of California. I have resided here off and on ever since 1856. I drove stock here in 1856,
and took up land in the valley that year. I p,ut in crops here in 1857. I did not bring
my family to reside permanently till 1859 or 1860, but have been here nearly all the time
myself since I came first in 1856. My business bas been stock-raising and farming. T. J.
Henley was superintendent of Indian affairs, and S. P. Storms had charge of the reservation
in this valley. In and around the valley were camped and lived in their wild way at least
five thousand (5,000) Indians when I first came here; but few of them were on the reservation, probably from one hundred to two hundred. How many they fed I cannot say ;
they had but few provisions to feed them on. This reservation was then called the NomeCult or Round Valley farm or post. It was a part of the Nome-Lackee reservation, which
reservation I think is fifty to fifty-five miles from here. Vincent E. Geiger was age~t at
Nome-Lackee reservation, and was seldom here. Storms lived on the reservation here while
he was agent; after that he lived at the Hotaling place, which was known as the Storms,
Henley, and Bourne ranch or farm. Bourne lived at the Hotaling place, and had charge
while Storms was agent and lived on the reservation. The house and barn on the Hotaling place were built by Storms & Co.; they commenced building it in 1857, and it was two
or three years before they finished it; the barn, I think, was built in 1858 or 1859.
I am occupying one hundred and sixty acres of land; my title is merely possession; the
land is all enclosed and on section 7, township 22, range 12. The place I took up in 1857
I traded for the one I now occupy. My land is enclosed with rail and board fence. I have
a little dwelling and shed, granary, corn-crib, and smoke-house on the premises; they ~Ue
not extensive buildings, but answer the purpose.
I took up a claim i.n 1856, abandoned it, and. took up another claim in 1857, which
latter claim was the one I traded for the one I now occupy. Charles Bourne, the Bourne
spoken of above, lived at the Hotaling place; had charge of it three years, more or less,
and assisted in building the house and barn on the place spoken of. I saw a notice posted
by J. Y. McDuffie, when he was superintendent, notifying people in the valley of the !ands
reserved here for Indian reservation ; I think the notice was put up in 1859.
S. HORNBROOK.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

County of JJfendocino, ss:
D. M. Dorman, being sworn, says: I have resided for the most part since the spring
of 1857 in Round valley, Mendocino county, State of California. My business has been
stock-raising, farming, and lumber and flouring business. The mills are in the northwest
part of the valley, in the edge of the valley, situate on a stream that comes into the valley,
the mills being water-mills. My brother and myself are occupying a ranch in the valley
besides the mill property. The mill property is on section 23, township 23, range 13.
Myself and brother have three hundred and twenty acres of land on sections 1 and 12, lying
in a body and all enclosed. We have had the place since 1859. We purchased merely the
possession. It was not enclosed when we purchased. There was a house on each of the
two claims. We have lived on, occupied, and cultivated this land since the spring of 1860.
I have never been a regular employe on the reservation. I have known all the superintendents and agents of the Indian department that have had charge of the Nome-Cult
reservation in this valley. I know Indians belonging to the reservation were employed on
the Hotaling farm, so called, while Storms was agent. They were sometimes on the reservation and sometimes on the Hotaling farm. I mean by the Hotaling place or farm the
place occupied by E:torms, Henley, and Bourne, and is the place now occupied under rent
by the Indian department. I think the house was built under the superintendence of
Bourne, and the barn built under the superintendence of Storms after he left the reservation as agent. Storms claimed about twelve hundred acres at the Hotaling place; I have
heard him say so. My judgment is that the distance from the Hotaling house to station
on reservation is about two and one-half miles.
D. M. DORMAN.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
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County of Mendocino ss:
James H. Thomas, being sworn, says: I reside in Round valley, 1\fendocino county,
State of California, and have resided here since 1856. My business has been ranching and
farming. I have three hundrerl and twenty acres of land; about two hundred and eighty
acres of it is enclosed. I took it up in 1858 ; I hold it by possession only; it lies in sections 11 and 12, all in one body. I was well acquainted with S. P. Storms, agent at one
time of the Nome Cult-reservation in this valley, and knew T. J. Henley, the superintendent, but I knew very little of their business in connexion with the reservation-not enough
to know whether well or badly conducted.
JAMES H. THOMAS.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

County of Mendocino, ss:
Charles Kendrick, being sworn, says: I reside on the Nome-Cult reservation, in
Round valley, Mendocino county, State of California, and have resided there about two
years. I have been in the valley since the fall of 1860 or 1861 ; the balance of the time,
which was the first part of the time, I lived and worlwd on the Hotaling farm, so called,
and worked for S. P Storms, who had been agent on the reservation, and A. P. Hotaling.
When I first went to work on the reservation, Dr. W. P. Melendy had charge; George M.
Hanso11 was superintendent. The Indians were far better clothed while Hanson and Steele
were superintendents than they have been since. Under Austin Wiley they had littie or
no clothing. 'fhe Hotaling farm was rented by Wiley for the Indian department. The
agent, G. W. B. Yocom, lived there while he was agent, and one employe lived with him,
and anothr.r employe resided with him a few weeks; I mean employes on the reservation.
A great deal of fencing was done by Yocom on the Hotaling farm ; a good many Indians
were employed in putting up the fence; the carpenter was employed in making gates. A
good many rails were split upon the reservation and hauled on to the Hotaling farm and
put into fence by Yocom, and the Indians and teams from the reservation were used to
haul hay to the military post in the valley, from the Hotaling place, in winter and spring
of 1865. At least six new gates with posts were built by employes from the reservation
on the Hotaling farm, after the department went into possel3sion. All the time the Indian
department has had possession of the Hotaling farm, a dozen head of horses and mules,
and, I should think, fifteen head of cattle, belonging to Hotaling, have been on the place. I
hauled from the reservation to Hotaling farm about one thousand bushels of corn -that
amount when shelled-under orders from Mr. Wiley, superintendent, the larger part of
which corn was fed out there to a large drove of hogs called Hotaling hogs ; they were not
reservation hogs. Twelve tons of hay-about that amount-were sold off from the reservation to quartermaster at Fort Wright, while Mr. Wiley was superintendent and Yocom
agent. Eighty-five hogs were pastured on the stubble of the grain lands of reserlation
from September, 1864, to March, 1865, and fed in addition with grain amounting to one
hundred and fourteen dollars and eighty cents ($114 80.) A Mr. Barnum had charge of
the hogs here·; they were not reservation hogs. Barnum resided on the reservation ail
winter, boarded and had horse kept, and was not employed on reservation. Ten thousand
pounds of corn were sold to Chandler, a hog merchant, while Wiley was superintendent.
About three hundred bushels of potatoes were sold from the reservation in fall of 1864
and winter of 1864-' 65. A band of cattle belonging to Bourne and Owen were fed on the
Teservation in f<tll of 1864. They paid Yocom for their feed over one hundred and ten
($110) dollars.
CHARLES KENDRICK.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

Statements taken at Hoopa Valley reser~ation, California, August 5, 1865.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

County .of Klamath, ss:

Robert L Stockton, being sworn, says: I reside on Hoopa reservation, Klamath county,
State of California', and have Tesided here since the 28th of November, 1864. Since that
time I have been agent on this reservation for the Indian department.
· There are about six hundred and fifty (650) Indians on this reservation. I have found
no difficulty in getting the Indians to labor. They do all the labor on the reservation except the white employes, who are employed to show the Indians what to do and instruct
them how to do. Some are apt to learn how to do farm work ; others do not learn so
readily. The males do the most of the farm labor; a few o'f the females work on the
farm, but most of the time they are gathering wild seeds and acorns in the season of them.
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With few exceptions, the Indians on this reservation have not been on any reservation
under control of the Indian department until this valley was made such in 1864. Most of
the Indians here are natives of this valley, and have always lived here and on the lands
now being used for reservation purposes.
There are no schools for the children, and there has been no religious instruction imparted to the Indians up to this time. The children are subject to the control of their
parentH. There are from one hundred and seventy-five (175) to one hundred and ninety
(190) children. The men and women are mostly clothed, the children are mostly naked.
There was a distribution of clothing last winter. The following is the in voice of the
goods sent to this reservation last January, while Mr. Wiley was superintendent, viz:
15 pairs 3-point blankets.
15 " 2t "
"
12 gross buttons.
50 pairs men's brogans.
688 yards Tunic calico.
231t " turkey red calico.
24 Canadian belts.
5 dozen spool cotton.
7 pounds cotton thread.
24: cotton handkerchiefs.
extra.
24
"
12 "
shawls.
~ coats, beaver.
6 "
cassimere.
melton.
5 "
5
black cloth.
123t yards drills, brown.
102t "
flannel, red.

3 dozen hats .
12 '' knitting pins.
112& yards linseys, plaid.
2 M needles.
5 pairs pants, beaver.
"
cassimere.
6 "
"
melton.
5 "
5
"
black cloth.
6 dozen hickory shirts.
488 yards stripes.
129 '' satinett.
12 pairs women's shoes.
5 dozen pairs shears.
12 woollen shawls.
4 dozen thimbles.
2 pounds thread, linen.
149 yards ticking.
1 pair wrappers.

We h.ave under cultivation four hundred and fifty-nine (459) acres; three hundred and
twenty acres into wheat, eighty-two into oats, thirty-six into corn, twenty-one into potatoes.
The crop is about one-third average or ordinary crop. I do not think we will have sufficient to support the Indians until harvest next year.
Of th.e lands appraised for reservation purposes I shonld judge about one thousand (1,000)
acres are enclosed. I should think about all is enclosed that is available. The balance
over and above the four hundred and fifty-nine (459) acres under cultivation is lying idle
for want of teams and t:eed to cultivate. We have horses and cattle-about thirty-six (36)
head of cattle, three (3) horses, and one (1) colt. These we can pasture upon the hills outside ._of the reservation. One farm has been left out of the appraisement, .M:r. Campbell's,
which lies in the upper end of the valley proper. I should think about two hundred (200)
acres of it, more or less, lies in the valley ; the land in quality about the same as balance
of the valley or the lands appraised. Mr. Wiley, superintendent, thought there was sufficient without it.
Forty thousand (40,000) pounds of wheat were purchased of 1\ir. Norton, one of the
residents of the valley, in February last, by Mr. Wiley; I do not know what price was paid
for the wheat, and ali I know about the price I saw a copy of the contract that Mr. Norton
had, which specified four ($4) dollars per bushel.
The farms of J. Violett, Brock Pollard, J. L.<ttham, and the enc1osure of W. M. Scott
and Asa Pratt were included in the appraisement, made by the appraisers appointed by
Superintendent Wiley, for reservation purposes. They are all situated on the mountains,
and are very much higher than Hr:>Opa valley, and some distance from it. I should say
the nearest farm or place appraised is one and one-half mile from Hoopa Valley, and the
one most remote is about five miles from Hoopa valley.
·
There have been no more Indians on this reservation at any time since I came here than
there are now.
ROBERT L. STOCKTON.
STA\rE OF CALIFORNIA,

County of Klamath, ss:

William M. Scott, being sworn, says: I reside in Hoopa valley, Klamath county, State of
California. I have--been an employe on the reservation in the Indian department since
21st of February last. I have resided in this valley since fall of 1854:. One of the farms
appraised for the reservation purposes was mine, or I put the improvements upon it.
Austin Wiley, superintel'ldent, first applied to me or notified me of intention to make an
Indialil ·r eservation in this valley in August, 1864.
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Our most accessible point to get merchandise or other articles fro n market is .Arcata,
Humboldt county, about forty (40) miles from this valley; the route is over mountainous
country, and the only way to get freight over it is by mules. All other points are far
more distant and more difficult and expensive to get freight from. Merchandise, during
the year 1864, cost four (4) cents per pound freight from Arcata to this valley. Latter
part of the year 1864, after the valley was used for reservation purposes, flour was worth
about six (6) cents per pound; that was the market price here. I sold wheat last fall for
seed for three and a half ($3 50) dolla,rs per bushel ; that was about the market price. I
don't know what was the price in the winter. 'rhere was none sold to my knowledge
except a lot Mr. Wiley, superintendent, purchased, and what be gave I don't know.
The farm of Mr. Thomas G. Campbell, at the upper end of the valley, is considered as
part of Hoopa valley. His farm was not appraised with the other farms for reservation
purposes. The farms of J. Violett, Brock Pollard, J. Latham, and the farm of William
Scott and .Asa Pratt, were included in the appraisement, made under the instructions of
Superintend@nt Wiley, for reservation purposes. They are all situate in the mountains;
the nearest one is one and one-half mile from the valley proper or Hoopa. valley.
In speaking of prices of various articles and freight, I mean in coin.
WM. M. SCOTT.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

County of Klamath, ss :

John L. Southmayd, being sworn, says: I reside at Eureka, Humboldt county, State of
California. My business is stock-raising and furnishing stock for beef.
From 1st S;Jptember, 1864, till 1st June, 1865, market price of baef in Hoopa Valley
was from seven and one-half (7 ~) to eight (8) cents per pound.
A part of that time I supplied the military post in the valley with beef.
The prices I named are in coin.
JOHN L. SOUTHMAYD.

Stat£ments taken at Smith River reservation, California, August 11 and 12, 1865.
SrATE OF CALIFORNIA,

County of Del Norte, ss:

Wm. Bryson, being sworn, says: I reside on Smith River reservation, Del Norte county,
State of California, and have resided here since January, 1862, and during that time to the
present, except about six months, have been in government employ in the Indian department on this reservation. Since the first of last Jam:1ary I have beera agent. I was clerk
from first July, 1861, three months in office of superintendent at Yuba City, this State,
and then, till 20th January following, I was supervisor on Klamath reservation, this State.
I think there are about fix hundred (600) Indians now on this reservation; I have no
means of telling the precise number. The males and females both labor in the field.
They labor quite willingly. We cultivate, that is we plough, plant, and sow this Eeason
about three hundred and seventy- t1 ve (37 5) acres of land. Crops are wheat, oats, and peas,
some beans aad corn, and vegetables, such as potatoes, turnips, &c. vVe have never
bought anything of provision kind for the Indians on this reserva.tion since the first year.
The first year we bought provisions for them until the first crop came in, which was about
first of September, 1362.
There has been no instruction, religious or moral, given or imparted to the Indians on
this reservation since I have been here, except about two months, in summer of 186:-:l, a
lady taught a school here and the Indian children attended. They made considerable improvement under her instruction. The Indian children are under control of their parents,
all the control there is over them. The females cut and make clothing for both male and
female ; so much they have been instructed. Those who labor on the land have white
overseers, in some ini:itances Indian overseers, to show them what to do and how to do it.
vVe never have had half enough clothing for all of them. Some of the laborers would be
entirely naked was it not for old clothes and rags they pick up. There are Indians living
near the reservation who live and provide for themselves. Their outward appearance is
much better than that of the reservation Indians; they are better clothed and appear more
healthy, and have better houses to live in. They select their own ground for their houses,
and seem to take more pains in building. The outside Indians seem to have a horror of
the reservation; they look upon it as a punishment to be taken to a reservation to live.
I attribHte it to bad management of reservations. I think as a general rule ou the reservations they have not been provided with houses, provisions, and clothing as they should
have been. 'l'hey have bad promises in reference to houses, provisions, and clothing that
have not been fulfilled. My opinion is that the Indians are generally in worse condition
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on the reservations than off of them, and it arises from the fact that the Indian department in this State has been very badly managed. I believe the reservation system properly
conducted is a very good one, if not the best, both for the Indians and the government. A
reservation properly conducted ca.n be made nearly, if not quite, self-sustaining. The
Indians want the products of the reservation to be used for their benefit. I btlieve they
would be encouraged to labor, and produce enough surplus to purchase their clothing, if
they could be assured that the surplus would be so used.
There was a surplus of oats sent off from the reserval>ion, the product of 1864, of sixtythree thousand six hundred (63,600) pounds, worth here two and one-half (2~) cents per
pound, amounting to fifteen hundred and ninety ($1,590) dollars. They were shipped to
San Francisco by order of :::iuperintendent Wiley. Also sixteen and one-balf (l6z) tons of
hay, worth here at least eight ($8) dollars per ton, or one hundred and thirty -two ($132)
dollars were taken away to Crescent City, fifteen miles distant in this county, and sold
there by order of same superintendent. I don't know that the avails of oats or bay have
(;Orne back to the reservation.
The employes upon the reservation have received nothing since March, 1864:; except Mr.
Haight, one of the employes, received one hundred and fifty ($150) dollars since. There
is considerable due employes for services previous to 1864.
There were twenty thousand (20,000) feet of lumber purchased, at eighteen ($18) dollars
per thousand, amounting to three hundred and sixty ($360) dollars, and used on the
reservation for Indian houses same year. One hundred pairs of blankets were sent to the
reservation in 1864 by Mr. Wiley. Such blankets can be purchased at Crescent City for
two and one-half ($2 50) dollars p er pair, retail price. Two dozen camp kettles came
same time blankets came, probably worth no more than from fifteen to eighteen ($15 to
•$18) dollars per dozen. We received a lot of m erchandi~e tltis spring or latter part of
winter, purchased by the Indian department at vVaRhington, and forwarded, consisting of
blankets, cloths, and clothing. Mr. Wiley, a short time l•efore he went out of office, l
think in M:trcb or April last, sent to the reservation one thousand gunny bags, which he
said in a letter cost thirty five ($35) dollars per hundred. They are of very inferior quality,
evid ently second-band bags, many of them being patched and darned.
The first five months of Mr. Wiley's administration I was not in charge, and do not
know what he may have sent to the reservation.
The reason I was not longer on the Klamath reservation was, the flood of December,
1861, destroyed that reservation, and a part of the Indians were taken to Smith River
valley, to what is now called the Smith River reservation. The ,Indians that were on the
Klamath reservation, known as the Klamath Indians, remained along the banks of the
Klamath river, and were never removed to any reservation. The Klamath Indians at that
time were estimated at twenty-two hundred (2,200 .) '!'hey lived on the Klamath river,
below the mouth of the Trinity river. This estimate is made from the opinion of other men
better informed than I. We estimate the number of Indiaus brought from the Klamath
reservation in 1862, at from three hundred to four hundred (300 to 400 ) These three
. hundred to four hundred Indians were Humboldt Indians. Nearly all have remained on
the reservation since they were brought here; a few have run away. I should say the first
Indians brought to this reservation were from ninety to one hundred, (90 to 100,) brought
from Humboldt Bay in December, 1861. I do not include them in the three hundred to
four hundred just spoken of as brought from the Klamath reservation. In the fall of 1862
eight hundred and thirty (830) Humboldt Indians were brought here. I think about two
hundred of them ran away, and the balance have died here, except those named, say six
hundred.
The reservation is leased land. We have had from four hundred to six hundred acres
under lease ever since we came here in 1862, and there has been nothing paid for rent of
land except two hundred ($200) dollars paid in December, 1862r and excepting eighty
acres of land, the grain rent of which has been paid two years of the time. All the
·balance of the rent, far as I know, bas never been paid. I have received nothing for
services during the last year, and a large amount is due me from the government for
services previous to that year. The rent to be paid for the land i.s to be four and five dolJars ($4 and $5) dollars per acre. There is more land under lease this year than named
above, but it is not all cultivated ; it is pasture and common.
I think outside of the reservation and in the vicinity of it, say between reservation and
Crescent City, there are five hundred Indians living in their usually wild way, by hunting
and fishing. They do not look to government for support. From this reservation to
Hoopa Valley reservation is about one hundred and fifty miles, over very mountainous
country-no wheel road, nothing but trails-or go by sea about eighty miles and then forty
miles by mountain trail. To Round valley it is two hundred and fifty miles, I should
think ; two hundred miles by water and fifty miles by rough mountain trail. Under Mr.
Hanson's superintendency it cost the government two and one-half ($2 50) dollars per
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head by steamer to transport Indians from Humboldt bay to Crescent City, a distance of
eighty miles. I do not think it can be done now. The land transportation would cost far
more than the transportation by water.
WM. BRYSON.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, County of Del Norte> ss:
Ithamar Davison, being sworn, says: I reside on the Smith River reservation, Del Norte
county. State of California; I am an employe on the reservation. I came here first of March,
1864:. I was an employe on the Klamath reservation, Klamath county, State of California,
from 15th .August, 1858, until .August, 1861. T. J. Henley was superintendent when I
was first employed. D. E. Buel was agent on the Klamath reservation when I went there.
McDuffie succeeded Henley as superintendent, and Driebelbi!; succeeded McDuffie. The
Kla'math reservation was destroyed in December, 1861. The Humboldt Indians that were
on that reservation were taken to Smith River valley, to what is now called the Smith River
reservation. .A portion of the Klamath reservation was cultivated ; the Indians were employed in its cultivation. With the fish they caught the Indians were supplied with food
from the products of the reservation, except at one time Mr. Buel bought about five tons of
flour. I do not remember of any other provisions being purchased. Both males and
females worked on the land in its cultivation; they work here the same.
There has been no school for Indian children on any reservation where I have been employed. During the time I was employed, and no instructions were imparted to the older ones,
except to learn them how to farm, and how to make their own clothes. The children have
been under control of their parents.
I have not received anything for services since I came here, 1st of March, 1864:, except the
first month I received pay from Mr. Steele, the superintendent. I am to receive fifty ($50)
dollars per month. .Austin Wiley was superintendent from fore part of May, 1864:, until
latter part of May, 1865 . He took possession here first of July, 1864:. He took from the
reservation sixty-thre~ thousand six hundred (63,600) pounds of oats to San Francisco in
October, 1864:. Oats sold here immediately after for two and one-half (2~) cents per pound.
He took away sixteen and one-half (16~) tons of hay, worth at least eight ($8) dollars per
ton, and also forty (4:0) beef hides.
He sent one hundred pairs of blankets, one thousand
sacks, second band, many of them patched and mended, and two dozen camp kettles.
Some clothing came, but that was forwarded from the east by the Indian department. He
bought a lot of lumber, I believe twenty thousand (20,000) feet, at eighteen ($18) dollars
per thousand, to build houses for the Indians. Some horseshoes and horse nails and iron
came also.
·
JTHAMA.R DA. VISON.

Report obtained at Fort Churchill, Nevada, September 11, 1865.
HEADQUARTERS Sun-DISTRICT OF NEVADA,
Fort Churchill, Moy ·9, 1865.
LIEUTENANT: I have the honor to report, for the information of the general commanding,
that settlers at Carson lake, and also on Truckee river, requested me to send troops to' those
localities, informing me that they anticipated trouble with the Indians.
On the morning of the 3d of l\fay I left this post for the Carson lake, Mking with me 1st
Lieutenant D. Vanderhoof, company C, Nevada infantry, 2d Lieutenant D. H. Pine, Nevada
· infantry, and detachment company E, Nevada cavalry, consisting of fifteen men, witbsix
days' supplies. Arrived in camp at Cottonwood station, on the overland road, at three
o'clock p.m., having marched twenty-six miles.
4th. Left camp at 4.4:0 a. m. ; arrived at Taylor's ranch, on the Carson river, near the
lake, at 9. 30 a. m., that being the place previously designated by me to meet the whites
and Indians.
5th . .A large number of Indians and some twenty settlers met me at Mr. Taylor's house.
In conversation with the Indians I soon learned that the excitement was caused by the
peaceable Indians from the Humboldt coming to the Carson lake to avoid trouble, and the
Indian~ living in the vicinity, not knowing the cause of so many coming in, supposed that
a general war of extermination was about to commence, and to confirm them in this belief
some reckless white man had toid them that I was coming with soldiers to kill them all.
They had commenced sending away their squaws and children and burning their wigwams.
The white settlers seeing these movements on the part of the Indians, in turn became
alarmed, and despatched a messenger to me in great baste, but through my interpreter,
Richard Washington, I soon learned the facts in the case, and they as~ured me of their
33
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great desire for peace with the whites. I talked with the whites and Indians about thee
hours, assuring them that I would protect the good and punish the bad of either party.
At five o'clock p. m. I left with the command for St. Clair's station; arrived there at 6.15
p. m , where we camped during the night, having marched five miles.
6th. Took up line of march direct for Truckee river at five o'clock a. m. Having procured an affidavit that a citizen named Cook had been exulting over the death of President
Lincoln, I despatched Lieutenant Pine with one enlisted man to arrest Cook, and deliver
him over to the commanding officer at Fort Churchill, which was dolle. Arrived at reservation house on Truckee river at 1.15 p. m., distance twenty-eight miles.
7th. Had talk with the Indians, who informed me that the agent had told them lies,
and otherwise treated them badly, having hired the reservation to white men to keep their
stock on it, receiving the money for the same, and appropriating it to their own use ; and
when the Indians would ask the agent for something to help them to procure subsistence
or clothing, he would tell them that all the money he received had to be turned over to
the Indian department, and if they gave any trouble be would send to Fort Churchi.ll for
troops, and clean them out. Upon an investigation of the treatment of the Indians by the
agent, I am really surprised to know that they have borne all these impositions so patiently.
Last year twenty-five thousand ($25,000) dollars were appropriated for the purpose of cultivating the Truckee and Walker River reserves: The money has disappeared, and not one
pound of anything is being raised on either reserve for the Indians, and the agents are determined to continue their impositions further by herding stock on the reserves, and consuming the grass, the seed of which, if pamitted to mature, would afford them a great
part of their subsistence. I told the Indians to remain peaceable, and injure no white man ;
and now, since the war is over, our Great Father at Washington would do something for
them, and in the mean time, if any of the whites abused them, not to resent it but come
to me and make their complaint::, and I would investigate the matter and punish the guilty
party. I also requested the whites to take all their stock off of the reserve. I talked to
the Indians about four hours, and they appeared much pleased with all I told them.
8th. I left camp on Truckee river at 4.30 a.m., arrived at l!'ort Churchill at 12.45 p.m.,
having travelled thirty miles.
·
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. McDERMOTT,
Lieut. Colonel 2d California Cavalry, Comd,'g Sub-District, Nevada.
Lieut. E. D. WAITE,
Acting Assistant Adjutant General, Sacramento, Gal.
Official:
E. D. WAITE, A. A. A. G.
Official:
R. C. DRUM, A. A. G.

(The foregoing report indorsed '' Report of expedition to Sink of Carson and Truckee
reservations.'')
BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS, SACRAMENTO, May 17, 1865.
Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters, with recommendation that copy be
furnished to congressional committee appointed to inquire into Indian affairs on the coast.
•
G. WRIGHT,
Brigadier General, Commanding.

Statement taken at Fort Churchill, Nevada, Septtmber 11, 1865.
NEVADA, Lyon county, Fort Churchill, ss :
Franklin Campbell, being sworn, sn.ys: I reside at Walker River reservation, and have
resided there off and on since 1st of April, 1862, first from 1st April, 18 62, until first October,
1863; then from first October, 1864, up to the present time; was absent from first October,
1863, to first October, 1864:. I have been acting as agent most of the time that I have been on
the reservation. The Walker River reservation is about sixty miles long by twelve miles
wide, including the Walker Jake, which takes up probably one-third of the reservation. I
should think on the reservation there are about four thousand (4:,000) acres of arable land,
river bottom, fine loam soil ; will produce well, or has produced well whenever cultivated.
'Ihere is one board hom;e on the reservation, say twenty-five by fifteen feet, one story high;
no finish inside, only cloth lining and paper. Should think at present prices such a house
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could be built for $250 to $'300. This house was built, I think in spring of 1860, also an
adobe st.:1.ble. It could not have cost much, for it was built by the Indians under the
superintendence of Warren Wasson, who was then the acting agent; so I have been informed. Those two are the only buildings on the reservation. There is no fencing, only
corrals, small and insignificant. There has been no cultivation on the reservation. At
present there are about 500 to 600 Indians on the reservation, living in their usual wild way by
hunting, fishing, and gathering seeds. At certain seasons of the year from 1,500 to 2,000
Indians gather on to the reservation to fish, and they naturally belong to the reservation.
They resort to Walker river and lake every year to catch fit:~h for food. I think the
Indians at Walker river and lake, and the Indians at Upper Sink of Carson, can be domesticated together upon the Walker River reservation, and the Indians at Lower Sink of Carson,
the Humboldt Indians and the Indians upon the Truckee and around Pyramid lake, can be
domesticated together on the northern reservation on Truckee and R.ound Pyramid lake.
A large number of Indians at Upper Sink of Carson are included in the 1,500 to ~,000
Indians that gather annually for fishing in Walker river and lake. These Indians are known
as the Pah-Ute Indians, though among themselves they have their clare names. There
have been distributed, to my personal knowledge, to certain Indians, or Indians in certain
localities, clothing, cloths, blankets, &c. I distributed 'for Mr. Loc.;khart, the agent, to
Indians at Lower Sink of Carson, in fall of 1863, I believe about Christmas, about sixty
single blankets, some white Mackinaw three-point blankets, and some red blankets, and
some gray blankets marked U, S., about one thousand (1,000) yards of white drilling,
twelve hundred (1,200) yards of calico, certainly one bale of hickory shirting, and I am
not certain but two bales, one bale of blue drilling, between 500 and 700 yards, one bale
of plaids, and I am not certain but two bale,;, and one bale of double-width woollen blue
cloth. The Indians present to whom these goods were distributed would number between
300 and 400. About the Lower Sink of Carson, and to a part of whom these goods were
distributed, live some eight hundred (800) Indians, or that locality is the centre of about
that number. I know personally of no other distributions, except of some hats and overalls distributed to the boys in baying under Mr. Lockhart. At a time, though, while Mr.
Lockhart was east, other clothing was distributed, in the fall of 1862-about J50 shirts,
about same number of overalls, and about 600 yards of calico. These latter were distributed
at reservation house on Walker river. ·
The reservation house on Walker River reservation is from this post by trail about twentyfive miles distant, and can be rode in four or five hours; by wagon road the distance is
about thirty miles, and can be rode in from six to eight hours. I learned from Mr. Lockhart, the whites present, and from the Indians, that a distribution of clothing was made by
Mr. Lockhart to the Indians at Walker river the same fall (in November) that I distributed
in December to the Indians at Lower Sink of Carson. I have heard of no distribution of
clothing since of consequence . The Indians at Walker river and lake have been peaceable
and quiet ever since I have known them, except two that are now prisoners at the post on
a charge of murder, and a half a dozen friends of theirs that have been disarmed. The
Indians to whom I distributed goons at Lower Sink of Carson in 1863 had just previous
taken money from the white inhabitants. They returned nearly all of the money at my
request at the time I distributed the goods. Their excuse for taking the money was that
the lands the whites were occupying were theirs, and the occupants ought to pay them
something for the lands. The reservation house at Walker river is about fifteen miles this
side of the lake. From here to Upper Sink of Carson is twenty-six-miles, and the Indians
there, included with the Indians on Walker river and lake, will amount to two thousand
(2,000) at least. There are now a few miners (white) working on the Walker river reservation. A toll-road runs across the reservation, called the Wellington toll-road, a continuation of the Big Tree road in California, on towards Austin, in this State. Two mules are
the only live stook on the reservation belonging to the government.
I should speak of provisions distributed in winter of 1861-'62; I should think about
one ton of flour was distributed to the Indians on the Walker River reservation, and some
seven beeves killed and distributed, but I think the beeves were not pqrchased by governmer:tt money. In winter of 1862-' 63 five beeves were received from rancheros in pay
for allowing their stock to graze on the reservation, which were killed and distributed to
the Indians. From the best information I can get, there are about six hundred (600)
Indians living around Pyramid lake. There is a reservation around that lake, I believe it
is called Pyramid Lake reservation. A man by the name of Gibson has been acting agent
there. Lockhart told Gibson he better leave there, as he had no means of paying or supporting him. Lockhart told me he said this to Gibson last spring. Lockhart went east
in April last, I think, and has not been back since, as I have heard. I was on the Pyramid
Lake reservation in February, 1864. There was no land fenced or cultivated on the reserve
at that time that I saw, and from all information there was no fencing nor cultivation, and
at that time there was no saw-m.ill built on the reserve, although I bad heard talk of
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building one. There is a house built on the reserve, or one was at that time built by Lockhart or his order ; simply a board house ; very small ; I should eay cost from $17 5 to $200.
There was no other building at that time on the reserve. I should say the house on that
reserve is about thirty-four miles from this post. From this post to that homse on the
reserve there is a good wagon road. The country is such that you can drive a buggy there
in five or six hours. The house on reserve is thirteen or fourteen miles this side of Pyramid lake. There were thirty (30) head of cattle killed on the Walker River n~servation
a.nd distributed to the Indians. I understood that they were procured from whites, who
herded their stock on the re8ervation, in paJment for herding their stock there. This waA
last winter. The Indians catch, in Walker lake and river, annually from 150 to 200 tons
of fish, I should think, and they g~ther seed from the bunch-grass. The natural resources
or products of the reservation are not sufficient to support the Indians. Land must be cultivated and planted. I think there would be no difficulty in inducing the Indians to labor,
and I believe in a short time a reservation could be made self-sustaining with proper management. There have been purchased for the Walker River reservation, or brought on to
it for use, a !lpade, a hoe, a few scythes, rakes, and forks, the latter for haying purposes
in cutting and gathering the grasses that grow spontaneous and wild upon the reserve. I
have cut and put up seventy (70)'tons of hay on ~he reserve, but have done it at my own
expense; had to hire money to get along with the work. No means had been furnished
to do anything on the reserve last yea.r. I had provisions for myself and interpreter,
Richard Washington, an Indian, from Mr. Lockhart to July last; since then have taken care of
ourselves. There has been no instruction to Indians, either adult or child. Most of them
are clothed. They work and buy clothing. My opinion is that these Indians are not only
susceptible of improvement, but would readily yidd to teachers, and make great progress
with proper tuition.
FRANKLIN CAMPBELL.

Deposition of Second Lieutenant Justin Edwards.
STATE OF NEVADA,

Fo1·t Churchill:

Lieutenant Justin Edwards, being sworn, says: I am 2d lieutenant in company F, first
battalion Nevada cavalry volunteers; I have been in the United States service since April
4:, 1864:. I have been stationed during the time from 1\Iay 24:, 1865, to August 15, following, at Walker River Indian reservation, State of Nevada. A man by the name of Franklin'
Campbell has been acting as agent on that reservation nuder Mr. Lockhart. I know very
nearly the boundaries of the reservation. 1 do not know the number of Indians on the
reservation, but I F-hould judge from observation there were 300 to 4:00 of them. They are
scattered much over the reservations in different parts. I should judge the reservation, by
travelling over it, was fifty miles long by about twelve miles wide on an average. The
Indians are scattered ail along the reservation in length-that is, along the river and lake of
the samo name . . The Indians are cultivating no ground; no white men are cultivating
ground for them. There is nothing being raised by cultivation for the Indians there; they
are living in their usually wild way; their huts are made prindpa1ly of willow, and they
fish, hnnt, and gather gra~s-seeds, &c. All the government buildinglS on the reservation
are a small house and small stable. The house is built of plain, rough boards ; I should
judge about ten to twelve feet w1de to eighteen feet long, one-story, not finished inside;
cost $150, more or less. Stable is built of adobe or sundried brick, in size about ten by
eighteen feet. I should think it did not cost over $150, or could have been built for that
money. There is no fencing except two small corrals, one each side of the stable, enclosed
by a willow fence, each including about one.eighth of an acTe of ground. The agent bas not
cultivated any ground to my knowledge. I do not think he has received any government
supplies from the Indian department, for he and the interpreter, an Indian named Richard
·washington, lived at my camp two months while I was stationed there. The agent was
doing nothing, but was there in suspense waiting for instructions from Mr. Lockhart or his
successor, as it was talked that 1\fr. Lockhart was going to resign, and he has since resigned,
I understand. I had twenty-five men with me nuder my command there. The Indians
were quiet. While I was stationed there I was sent out to arrest two Indians for the murder
of two white men at Walker lake. I had some difficulty in finding the two Indians, but
found them, and arrested them without any resistance. Richard \Vashington, the interpreter, and two other Indians assisted in finding the murderers. Other Indians wera
anxious that they be arrested, but were afraid to assist for fear the rehttives of the murderers would kill them. ,These Indians are those known as the Pah-Utes. I am ordered to
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Fort Independence, Owen's river, State of California, with a detachment of twenty-three
men, and to report for duty. I leave Tuesday, the 12th instant. I know nothing whatever
except by report in relation to the Pyramid Lake reservation in this State.
JUSTIN EDWARDS,
2d Lieut. Company F, 1st Bat. Nevada Cavalry Vols.

Statement and sug,qestions relating to Indian affairs in Nevadafrom 1858 to 1865.

CARSON CrTY, NE~ADA, September 18, 1865.
DEAR Sm: Being at Virginia City on the 16th instant I met J. R. Lovejoy, esq., and in
a casual conversation with him he informed me that he had just discovered that the timber reservation on the Truckee river was actually and permenantly located for a government
reservation, and said, further, th:-tt he had been engaged in 'taking care of that property for
the government; that he had kept intruders off of it, &c.
Mr. Lovejoy informed me that his business then in Virginia City was to meet some gentlemen with whom he had arranged to advance the money to pay for "half-breed Indian
land scrip'' to cover 5,0('0 acres of said timber reservation; that he had just engaged the
scrip at Carson City, but having learned since his arrival in Virginia City that the said
timber reserva,tion was to be continued as a government reserve, he did not intend to locate
said scrip, as it would be u;;eless to do so.
I then saw him in conversation with Mr. Leet,
the gentleman whom it was said purchased the aforesaid timber lot aud saw-mill of Clark
'llhompson, esq. Senator Nye and one or two other gentlemen, with whom I had not the
honor of an acquaint<J.nce, were engaged in the conversation last mentioned.
This half-breed scrip, as you know, was issued to half-breed Indians by the government
in lieu of some reservations which were abolisheJ. It is not transferable, the intention of.
Congress being to secure the land for the use of the half-breed Indians in whose favor it
was issued.
This scrip has been extensively u~erl in this State by settlers and others to secure titlA to
lands where they claitned more than one hundred and sixty acres, or for some other reason
were unable to pre-empt. It sells for about five dollars per acre, and is located in the
name of the Indian· by an agent act.ing under the authority of a power of attorney from
him. When the location is confirmed at Washington, the agent conveys by deed tb.P- title
from the Indian to the settler or purchaser of the scrip.
I drop you this hasty letter not knowing whether tb.e information will be of any ue.e to
you. My only motive is a desire to assist in protecting the interest of the government,
w bich I fear bas been, and is still likely to be further abused in connexion with this tin>})a
reservation.
You a1e at liberty to make any use you please of this letter. However, if the information is of no consequence to you, please destroy it, as I do not desire the animosity of thosf'
parties unnece&sarily.
Very respectfully,
WARREN WASSON.
Hun. WILLIAM HJGBY,
San Francisco, California.

CARSON CITY, Nll:VADA, s,ptember 11, 1865 .
DEAR Sm: Your communication ·of the 7th instant, requesting such information as I
possess in regatd to Indian affairs, past and present, iu this i::ltate, together with suggestions
as to the best policy to be pursued towards these Indians in the future, is before me. In
compliance therewith, I respectfully submit the following statement of facts and suggestions:
In the summer of A. D. 1858 Frederick Dodge, esq., Indian agent for the Carson Valley
agency, comprising the western portion of Utah Territory, now the t\tate of Nevada, anived
and entered upon the discharge of his duties. I made his acquaintance early in the spring
of 1859 at my ranch in Long valley, a tributary of Honey lake. My nearest white neighlJOr at that time on this side of the Sierras was forty (40) miles distant. Both the Washoe
and Pah- Ute tribes made my place a sort of council rendezvous, it. being nt•ar the 1ine of
their respective Territories, and my acquaintance and standing among them enabled me
to be of great service to Mr. Dodge.
In the summer of 1859 the whites in considerable numbers moved into Long valley; I
sold my improvements to them and moved to Carson valley, settling upon the land now
owned by me.
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The first year of Mr. Dooge's administration was spent in visiting the various Indian
camps within his agency, issuing hickory shirts, overall~>, tobacco, &c., to them as prt>sents,
and in viewing the country for the purrose of recommending proper situations for two
reservations in accordance with instructions from the dep:ntment. From various localities
described by Mr. Dodge the department selected and caused to be set apart two reservations described as follows: one on the Truckee river, cowm~ncing at a point one (1) mile
above the Tower crossing or great bend of the 'fruckee, and extending down the river to
and iucluding the lake of the same, (Pyramid lake,) and embracing the lands contiguous on
each side of the river and lake; the other on Walker river, commencing at the great bend,
about twenty-five (25) miles above the lake (Walker) and running down to and iocluding the
same, and embracing the contiguous land on both sides of the river and Jake. The external boundaries of these" reservations have since been established by official survey. under
the authority of the department. In my estimation, the amount of arable land embraced
within both reservations will not, in the aggregate, exceed ten thousand (10,000) acres, the
most of which is within the one on the Truckee. The 'l'ruckee reservation contains an
abundance of good timber, sufficient for all its necessities. The Walker reservation has
very little timber, and but little land suitable for cultivation.
!Juring the year above mentioned Dodge expended out of his own private funds about
five thousand dollars ($5 ,000) for an outfit, consisting of four mules, harness for same,
carriage, or ambulance as he termed it, pack-saddles, presents for the Indians, provisions,
and pay of employes. Dodge made requisition for that amount on Jacob Forney, esq ,
the then t;uperintendent of Indian affairs for Utah Territory, but who put him off from
time to time with promises to send the amount soon, but which be did not do. Dodge's
private funds being exhausted, never having had any public ones, he could do no good by
remaining; he therefore went to Salt Lake to see Forney, who refused him an interview,
but wrote him a note instructing him to return to his agency, and funds would be furnished
him at the earliest convenience of Mr. Forney. Dodge being indignant, forced his way
into Forney's private apartment and gave him a sound thrashiug, compelling him to
fumish a draft on St. Louis for the amount, but which, when sent there, was protested,
Forney having overdrawn that year's appropriation for the Indian service in Utah. In the
mean time Dodge returned to his agency, expecting in due time the funds from St. Louis,
but which did not come. He then visited Washington and tendered his resignation, which
was not accepted; the Commissioner, A. B. Greenwood, though, reimbursed him, and relieved his agency from the supervision of the superintendent of Utah, authorizing him to
report direct to Washington.
In June, 1860, Dodge returned to Carson valley and found a bloody war in full blast be- •
tween the whites and his Indians, inaugurated by some villanous whites who stole some
ponies of the Pah-Utes, and who tied up and whipped one or two Indians, (so the Indians
said,) who retaliated by murdering four white men found at the place where these outrages
had been committeci.
A bout the tenth (lOth) of May, 1860, some hundred or more settlers, hastily armed and
organized, proceeded to the Truckee reservation for the purpose of chastising the Indians,
wbich resulted in a shameful defeat of the whites, who left sixty or eighty (60 or 80) of
their number upon the field slain, and their horses, arms, and effects in the hands of the
Indians, greatly encouraging them. 'fwo hundred United States soldiers were then sent
from California, who, being joined Ly citizens of this then Territory, and of the adjoining
counties of California, formed an expedition numbering about eight hundred (800) men,
proceeded against the Indians about the first of June. The Indians made but a feeble resistance on the open field, losing about seven or eight of their number, and killing about
the same number of the whites, when they fled to their strongholds in the mountains, pursued by about two hundred (200) mounted volunteers, without effect, who lost one man
and then returned to the main force. The citizens then disbanded and returned to their
homes, leaving the soldiers in the :field, who did not again engage the Indians, but proceeded to the Carson river and established Fort Churchill.
Michael Bushey, a mountaineer of much experience, was engaged as guide and scout for
the expedition, but was killed by the Indians the :first time he left the command ; I was
emplo}ed in his place, and was thus engaged when Dodge arrived. I suggested to Dodge
the importance of an immediate interview with the hostile Indians, and volunteered to go
into the mountains and bring them to the Truckee reservation, and which I did by his
authority, and he then and there concluded a settlement of the existing difficulties upon
the basis of forgetting the past and doing right in the future. The Indians complained of
many outrages, doubtless committed by lawless vagabond whites, and in turn acknowledged doing many things themselves not consistent with our ideas of right.
Under the impression that my services were indispensable to the success of this arrangement, on account of my experience among the Indians and my personal acquaintance with
and influence over the principal chiefs of the Pah-Utes, Mr. Dodge induced me to eng;1ge
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in hi.s service, at a compensation of $125 per month and my expenses paid, until peace and
quiet was restored among them.
The Pah- Utes inhabiting the country south of the C~trson river, including those on the
Wt\lker reservation, did not participate in or approve of the war, except a few of the restless and ambitious young men; and for this reason Dodge built the first house on the
Walker reservation, intending at the time to build more extensively upon the Truckee as
soon as he should be satisfied that the Truckee Indians would not renew the war. From
the time of his arrival in June, up to September 1, 1860, Mr. Dodge expended about five
thousand dollars ($5,000) in the erection of the outside part of a house on the Walker
reservation, provisions, presents for Indians, pay of employes, &c., which exhausted the
funds furnished him by the Commissioner.
In order to set forth to the department the condition and necessities of his agency more
fully than could be done by writing, he left for Washington about the first of ::September,
1860, taking my receipt for the government property, and leaving me in full charge of the
agency.
No outbreak of any serious character occurred among the Indians while I had charge of
the agency, although on Reveral occasions it required my utmost exertions to prevent them
from resenting the almost daily outrages committed upon them by white men-several of
their men b~ing shot down in cold blood for no cause except that they were Pah- Utes.
Many of their horses were stolen, and other outrages too revolting to commit to paper
were perpetr..ted upon them.
About the middle of April, 1861, some two-thirds of the fighting stiength of the PahUtes assembled at Walker lake, headed by W-ahee, (Fox,) second war chief of the tribe,
instigated by some disloyal white men, and entered into a conspiracy to begin a .general
onslaught by killing me and all connected with the agency_ Their plot was kept a profound secret, but relatives of my interpreter (an Indian) informing him, he fled without
warning me; his flight, however, alarmed me, and by intimidation I compelTed a young
Indian to divulge the secret. My teamster being absent for provisions, I could not leave
the reservation to inform the officers at Fort Churchill without jeopardizing the safety of
the property; therefore, prompt action on my part was necessary. I succeeded in frightening Wa-hee so that he fled to Oregon, and induced the other Indians to abandon their
bloodthirsty project, and return the interpreter and the government horse and saddle he
had taken with him. Wa-hee returned in April, 1862, and was killed by his own people,
about the first of May, for the horrible outrages committed by him_
Settlers settled upon the upper end of the Truckee reservation in the fall of 1860, built
log cabins, fenced and ploughed some ground. I warned them to leave, which they djd immediately, but returned again in the summer of 1861, and were not removed, but are, I
believe, ~till occupying the land.
I had great difficulty during my administration of affairs to prevent whites from settling
upon the reservations, and stock men from herding stork on them, to the destruction of
the grass 3eeds. one of the principal sources of subsistence of the Indians ; also to prevent
traders and fishermen from depriving them of their winter's supply of fi~h by cheating
them out of it entirely.
From September 1, 1860, to March 31, 1861, I expended about three thousand (3,000)
dollars, improving the Walker reservation, for presents to the Indians, provisions, pay of
an interpreter, and one teamster, and my own compensation. I erected a valuable and
permanent adobe building, 14 by 30 feet, finieht-d off the house commenced by Dodge,
made a small garden mainly for the purpose of testing the soil and climate for future farming purposes, a corral, &c. The presents to the Indians consisted of hickory shirts, overalls, and calico, costing on the average $1 50 to clothe each Indian in a manner of which
they were proud, and was really useful to them. Tobacco was dealt out to the chiefs in
small quantities on all occasions.
Mr. Dodge furnished the means to settle up to the above date, but did not return in the
spring of 1861, as he intended doing when he left, but resigning the office of Indian agent,
was appointed to a lieutenancy in the regular army, and was killed on the Mississippi river
during the war.
I may here as well state that, from actual personal knowledge of Mr. Dodge, I know he
was scrupulously honest and zealous in the di::icharge of his duties, but unacquainted with
Indian character, and, therefore, unfit for the position of Indian agent.
·.
From the establishment of the agency up to March 31, 1861, the expenses as above
stated were about thirteen thousand dollars, ($13,000,) while the property, including the
improvements upon the reservations, was worth about four thousand (4,000) dollars.
No appropriation by Congress bad ever been made f,,r this agency, and the above amount
was paid by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs out of the contingent fund, as I was
informed.
During the quarter ending June 30, 1861, the expenses, excluRive of the pay of the inter-
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preter, teamster, and myself, amounted to nearly $350, mostly for presents necessarily used
in the settlement of the Wa-hee difficulty above referred to; our pay for tha_t time amounting to six hundred dolla'r~, ($600,) making a total of nine hundred and fifty dollars, all of
which I paid out of my priYate funds.
Upon the 13th day of July, 1861, I submitted this matter to Governor J. W. Nye, superintendent, &c., who had then arrived and taken charge of affairs, when he promised to see
that I was paid at a very early day. Nothing, howe14er, was done in the matter until
after 1 had left the service. Late in 1862 I took the matter into my own hands and sent
a statement to the department, together with my account properly made out. The departm,nt disallowed $41 66i per month on my pay, and the amount paid by me for a small
quantity of provisions that I had on hand at the Walker rese:t;vation when Governor Nye
took charge The Commissioner of Indian Affairs sent me a draft for the remainder of my
account, and upon which I received legal tender notes, worth at that time only fifty cents
on the dollar in gold, which was what I had paid out.
At the request of the superintendent, I remained in his employ up to August 31, 1862,
. during which time the services I performed consisted entirely in visiting the various Indian tribes within the superintendency, and twice I was sent to Owen's river, California.
Whenever a difficulty broke out, or was anticipated, I was sent to adjust it-being so employed most of the time, and kept the entire time travelling in the ~ervice. Partial accounts
of some of these trips and of my doings will be found in my reports to the superintendent
under dates as follows: January 12, 1862, January 28, 1862, April 20, 1862, and May 10,
1862, embodied in the reports of the superintendent under dates February 3, 1862, and
June 17, 1862, addressed to the Commi:-:sioner of Indian Affairs, ·w ashington, D. C., and
pulJlished in his annual report for A. D. 1862-reports Nos. 46 and 47. Accounts of other
trips taken by me were not published, and being of about the same character of proceedings as those above referred to, I deem their detail here unimportant. I will state, however, that after I had q 'lit the Indian service in Nevada, at the request of Brigadier General
Wright, honorable L . Stanford, then governor of California, and John P. H. Wentworth,
superintending agent for the southern district of that State, I went three hundred miles
sounh, to Owen's river, Califurnia, and collected the hostile Indians of that region to enable
Mr. Wentworth to meet them in council and settle that war.
ln May, 1862, I received a commission dated March 6, 1862, appointing me United States
marshal for Nevada Territory, but owing to the peculiar judicial arrangement of our courts
at that time, the duties of that office did not interfere with my engagements with the
superintendent of Indian affairs On the 27th day of October, 1862, I received a commisEirm dated August 29, 1862, appointing me assessor of internal Tevenue for the district of
Nevada, and I am now engaged in the discharge .of the duties of that office, and have been
almost comtantly since the receipt of the above-named commission.
There are now within this State two distinct tribes of Indians, viz: the Pah-Utes and the
vVashoes; the Pah-Utes number about three thousand five hundred (3,500) souls, the
Washoes about three hundred, (300,) both tribes having diminished over one-half within
the past six years, the result of small-pox and other diseases, together with war and famine. Part of the Shoshones tribe roam over and inhabit the eastern part of the State,
and a part of the Modock and the Bannack tribes inhabit the northern portion. I am not
acquainted with the numbers of these tribes belonging within this State.
'l'he Pah-Utes and Washoe Indians are peaceably disposed, and would, with proper management, soon acquire many of the arts of civilized life, and support themselves by hone"t
industry.
I would recommend most earnestly the same course to be pursued towards them, . so far
as altered times and circumstances will permit, with the few exceptions hereinafter named,
that I had the honor to suggest in my reports to Governor Nye, dated July 13, 1861, and
August 13, 1861, as published in the annual rt'port of the honorable the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs for the year 1861, page11 113, 114, 115, and 116.
The exceptions which I would suggest to my report of August, 1861, above referred to,
are as follows: ''And in April of each year to the Pah-Utes, in fancy articles, · $1,500; and
in April of each year to the Washoe, in fancy articles, $150;" these items being no longer
nece!'sary.
This recommendation was made on account of my observations, that in the spring of the
year the Indians were more inclined to be troublesome, their horses being fat, and themselves able to subsist in large bands at almost any point, giving them a temporary feeling
of independence, while a few stjch presents from the government at such times would keep
them quiet.
In my report to Governor Nye, dated April 12, 1862, before referred to, I called his
attention to this matter, and asked that the sums named for "fancy articles'' be issued in
hickory shirts and overalls. The Indians were at that time much dissatisfied, and I thought
the recommendation necessary; it was not, however, acted upon. I would not 110w recommend the issue of anything but useful articles to them.
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The Truckee reEerve possesses supe1eior advantages in refipect to soil, climate, and timber,
and with proper cultivation would produce abundant crops, which would encourage the
Indians to additional exertions .
. Crops on the Walker reservation would not be as certa,in, and would cost more to produce. These two reservations, properly managed, are sufficient to sustain all the Indians
in this State; but unless they are so managed, the sooner they are abolished the better.
The first appropriation for the Indian service in Nevada was made .July 5, 1862, (U. S.
Stat, vol. 1861-'62, page 529,) $20,000, for the purpose of making a treaty with the Shoshones or Snakes. The next was made July 17, 1862, (U.S. Stat, vol.1861-'62, page
629,) "for pay of interpreter, $500; for presents of goocls and clothing to the Indians, to
be expended by the superintendent of Indian affairs, $5,000 ; for incidental expenses in
Nevada Territory, including office and travelling expenses, $2,000; making the total
$7,500." The next was made March 3, 1863, (U.S. Stat., vol. 1862-'63, page 791,) ''for
general incidental exfJenses of the Indian service in Nevada Territory, presents of goods,
agricultural implements, and other useful articles. and to assist them to locate in permanent
abodes, and sustain themselves by the pursuits of civilized life, to be expended under the
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, $25,000." The next was made June 25, 1864,
(U.S. Stat., voL 1863-'64, page 179,) for the same 'purposes and of the same amount,
$25,000 . The appropriations made by the last Congress for Indian service in Nevada was
the same purpose and amount as the two last foregoing, to wit, $25,000. Making the
aggregate appropriated for the Indian service in Nevada, since the organization of the
Territory, (no appropriation having 'been made before,) exclusive of the appropriation of
twenty thousand dollars for treaty with the Shoshones or Snakes, and tLe last twentyfive thousand dollars named above, the sum of fifty-seven thousand five hundred dollars,
($57,500.} I am not in possession of the facts necessary to enable me to answer your
questions as to how these appropriations have been expended. In my judgment they have
not been judiciously expended.
No improvements of any amount or nature hiwe been made on the Walker reservation
since I left there in June, 1861.
,
'
I have not been to the Truckee reservation since 1862; there were no improvements there
at that time, and all that I now know about improvements on that reservation is hearsay.
I am credibly informed that all the improvements now on the Truckee reservation belonging to the government consis tof a small house worth about $600, about five acres
of ploughed ground, upon which nothing has yet been rail:;ed, and an attempt to build a sawmill; an insufficient dam was put across the river, but was washed away by the currents,
and a considerable race or canal has been dug, but is wrong end up, or, at least, has not fall
enough to conduct the water. The labor expended on this saw-mill enterprbe at the reservation, I am informed, would cost about $1,500 or $2,000. '.rhere are several settlers or
intruders havi11g some improvements now on the Truckee reservation. There is a timber lot
rt'Served for the use of the proposed saw-mill, located on the Truckee river about forty miles
above the Truckee Indian reservation; think it was located in t1.e fall of 1862; do not remember the exact number, but believe it contains about 28,000 acres; is heavily timbered,
of a good quality, and would be cheap at five dollars per acre for the privilege of takin'(
off the timber only. I regard the timber lot as being worth over one hundred thousand
dollars, ($100,000,) and think it could be readily sold for that amount. A large number
of log:s have been cut upon this timber lot, which were to have been rnn down the river to
tbe saw-mill, but it is said they have been mostly destroyed by fire. I have thus described
about all the improvements on the reFlervations.
There is or was a man by the name of Gibson employed on the Truckee reserve, in the
capacity of what they call " local agent,'' and another on the Walker reservation, Franklin
Campbell by name, whoru I know to be a good, honest, and reliable man, much esteemed
by the Indians. The reRervations are not cultivated, nor either moral, educational, or religious instruction imparted to the Indians upon either of them. There are probably not
more than a hundred Indians on either re~:~ervation at this Reason of the year-during the
fishing season-and in the winter they come into the reservations. I have always felt a
deep interest in the welfare of the Pah-Ute Indians, believing that they are better disposed,
more industrious, temperate, and virtuous, and more susceptible of civilization than any
other tribe upon the continent.
For the above reasom;, please excuse me for making the following suggestions with a
view to their advancement:
First. That there ue but one superintendent, or agent, having entire charge of the whole
affair, there being no good reason why the duties cannot be performed by one, while, otherwise, there is always a conflict of jurisdiction between the superintendents and the agents,
causing mutual disagreements, injurious to both the government and the Indians, while,
as a matter of economy, oue is to be preferred. The necessary employes can be hired
cheaper without commissioning them, which inflates their ideas of compensation.
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Second. That the department prevent traders and intruders from going upon the reservation
Third . That the Ron. the Secretary of the Interior require the last appropriation to be
expended for specific purposes, and not left to the discretion of any superintendent or
agent.
I would respectfully suggest the following as a proper apportionment :
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For
For

school-house on the Truckee reservation, 16 by 30 feet in size •••••••.•••••
dwelling-house, 16 by 40 feet_ .••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••
stable for animals, 15 by 40 feet ..••••••••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••
two large breaking ploughs, to cut, 20 inches each .•••••••••••••••••.•••••
three small ploughs ..••.•••••. ---· .•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••
eight yoke of oxen, yokes and chains •••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••
four team mules ..••••.•••••..•••••••••••••.•••..•••••••••••••.••••••
one set of harness for four mules ••••••••••••.••••••••••• : •••••••••••••••
one four-mule wagon ..•••••.••••••••••••••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••
one ox wagon .•••.••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
fifty barrow teeth •••••••••••••..•.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••. -~-----·
one hay press .••••.••••••••••.•••.••••.•••••.••••••••.••••••••••.••••
rakes, pitchforks, scythes, axes, hoes, shovels, &c .•••••••.•••••••••••••••
blacksmith shop and tools, with tools for wood-work .••••••••.•••••••••••
school-books, stationery, lights, &c .•••••••••••••••.•••••••• ~----· ••••••
medicines •••.•.••••..•••••.••••.••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
salary of teacher, blacksmith, and farmer, at $1,800 each per annum, with
board .••••...•.•••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••
provisions for employes . •••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••.•••••••••••.••••
~arden seeds, grains, &c ..•••••.•••••••••.••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••
feed for teams .•••••.••••.•••• ____ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -------·
provisions and clothing for the Indians .••••..••••••••••••••••.•••.•••••
ten milch cows •••••.••••••••••.•.••••••.••••••••••••.••••.•••••. ---·
travelling expenses of agent and of interpreter ..••••.•••••..••••.••••••••
contingent expenses, unforeseen .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

$1 ,000
1,250
300
150
150
1,600
800
150
300
250
50
250
300
800
300
50

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _•••. ~ ••••••••••••••••••••

25,000

5,400
2,500
2,000
400
3,000
300
2,200
1,500

All the above items could be purchased of the best quality for the prices set opposite
them.
I would not recommend any improvements on the Walker reservation next year, for
reasons before given in this statement. With twenty-five thousand dollars judiciously expended as above apportioned, a crop could be produced next summer, including the l!>- d
hay that could be harvested, that would bring in this market over thirty thousand dollars,
($~0,000,) if sold.
The surplus, over what would be required to feed the Indians, teams,
and employes, would furnish seeds for both reservations for the next year, and part could
be sold, which, with an appropriation of twenty thousand dollars, ($20,000,) would put the
reservations in a condition soon to be self-sustaining. Many of the Indians now understand
all kinds of work necessary to carry on this arrangement, except teaching school and
blacksmithing.
Richard A. Washington, a Pah-Ute by birth, now about nineteen (19) years of age, who
was educated by Agent Dodge, and is now employed as interpreter at the Walker ret'lerve,
is a very correct reader, excellent penman, and good mathematician, would be of great
service as asE>istant teacher, and could soon manage a school himself, and would take great
pride in doing so.
I have the honor to he, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WARREN WASSON.
Ron. W. HIGBY.

Rrport of the Superintendent of Indian .Affairs in 0Jlifornia.
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, CALIFORNIA,

San Francisco, Novtmber 8, 1865.
SIR: I have the honor to forward to you the enclosed statement of the present condition
of the several Indian rese,rvations, and the Indian service within my superintendency.
Your late visit to the different rellervations in this State, as a member of the Committee
vn Indian Affairs, renders a lengthy report unnecessary.
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The Round Valley reservation, in charge of B. L. Fairfield. agent, is in a prosperous and
satisfactory condition. The number of Indians on the reservation St>ptember 30th ultimo
was nine hundred and forty. Since arrived from Humboldt bay three hundred and tlfty,
who hrtve been held at that place several months as prisoners of war by the military authorities. They are well pleased with their change of location, and will no doubt remain on
the reservation satisfied and contented.
The removal of the Indians from Mendocino station to Round valley has been ordered,
and will be effected as soon as possible. The public property is being removed from that
station to Round valley, and no crops will be raised or Indians subsisted there after the
present season.
The Indians of Mendocino and Lake connties have applied, through a large delegation,
for permission to locate upon the Round Valley reservation. They number some eighteen
hundred. They were informed that provision would be matle for their reception early in
the spring. ll,rom these several sources the number of Indians on the rPservation will l.Je
largely increased; probably three thousand will be in charge of the agent next season.
We have now at Round valley a large amount of subsistence-some fifteen thousand
bushels of grain besides vegetables, and the agent is preparing for a large increase of crops
the ensuing season. Three thousand additionr,l acres of land are being enclosed this winter
for cultivation and pasturage. The future prospects of this reservation for raising and pro·
viding subsistence for the Indians are all that could be desired.
It is only nece~sary for the future and entire prosperity of this reservation that provision
be made by Congress for the full possession of the valley by the government for Indian
purposes. This being obtained, and an appropriation made sufficient to furnish the reservation with some additional stock-cattle and bogs, and to purchase the saw and grist
mills on private lands adjoining the valley. the reservation should no lol)ger be a charge
upon the government, but should, and I believe could, be made self-sustaining.
The reservations of Nome-Lackee and Mendocino having been abandoned, and of no
further use to the Indian ~ervice, the lands and improvements should be dbposed of, and
the proceeds thereof applied to the payment for the improvements of those settlers on the
Round Valley reservation who are entitled to compensation. I think, to make these
lands more available, a board of commissioners should be appointed to classify and value
the ·lands on said reservations according to their location and fertility, and that they alt;o
be authorized to make a valuation of the improvements of those settlers in Round valley,
who should receive a compensation for the same; and further, that they be empowered to
exchange those lands before mentioned for improvements in Round valley, when it can be
done with advantage to the government and satisfaction to the settlers.
It is very important that this question of the entire occupancy of Round valley for reservation purposes should be settled during the present session of Uongress. Justice to the
settlers demands it, and steps ~>hould be taken to ascertain how far they are entitled to
compensation, and then pro -rision should be made for their payment.
The improvements of the settlers in Hoopa valley have been reassessed by the board of
apprai~;ers appointed by the act of Congress of March 3, 1865, under instructions of the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. and the report forwarded to him for the approval of the
Secretary of the Interior. If the report is approved the money, I presume, will be paid,
and the question of the permanent location of that reservation settled.
The prospect, present and future, of this reservation is not so fhttering as ·that of Round
valley. The crops of grain are very light, only twenty-two hundred bushels of wheat
being raised on three hundred and twenty acres sown; crops of peas and oats a failure;
corn and potatoes about half a crop. The small amount raised is owing in part to the late
planting- and unusual drought. The failure of the crops leaves the reservation without
sufficient subsistence for the Indians the present season after replacing twenty-three thousand pounds of flour borrowed of the military department.
The agent is preparing to plant a large crop this winter, and if the season should be
favorable I think a considerable surplus will be raised, which can be sold at good prices,
and the proceeds applied to the purchase of cattle and clothing for the Indians on the reservation.
This reservation being only partially supplied with working stock necessary for the cultivation of the lands, a considerable amount of money will be required to purchase additional
teams and stock-cattle, and some additional subsistence fur the Indians the present season.
At Smith River reservation the crops are good, and subsistence for the Indians is
abundant. Large quantities of salmon and other fish are being caught, and for the support of the reservation but little money is required, except for the payment of the employes and rents for lands leased for the use of the reservation. I would recommend that
the lands now occupied and some adjoining, sufficient for a reservation, be purchased, or
the place be abandoned next season, and the Indians removed to Round valley. Twenty
thousand dollars would be required to purchase for reservation purposes lands sufficie11t to
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provide for and subsist all the Indians now upon the reservation and those within Del Nprte
county, numbering thirteen hundred, not at present provided for, the mo ..;t of whom at no
distant day will have to bd cared for. If funds cannot be provided for the purchase of
these lands, I wowld recommend the removal of the Indians, and so much of the public
property as cannot be disposed of to an advantage, to Round valley next season. rrhis
could be done, I think, at an expense not exceeding five thousand dollars.
With the facilities for subsisting Indians at Round valley, I cannot see the necessity of
three reservations in northern California; and I can, with propriety, recommend that
measures be taken having in view the ultimate colonizing of all the Indians in the northern
part of the State at Round valley. The rapid decrease of the Indians in numbers, and the
great change that is taking place in their habits and customs by contact with the whites,
together with the fact that they are gradually acquiring the disposition to be provided for
on reservations, will, I think, enable the Indian department to effect this desirable object
within a few years; and if the reservation policy is to be continued, which I think is the
proper one for the Indians in this State, the natural advantages of Round valley for a
reservation point it out as the most appropriate location for the Indians of northern California that could be selected.
At Tule river the Indians are being subsisted upon lands claimed by Thomas P. Madden.
Twelve hundred and eighty acres are at present leased of him, at a yearly rental of one
thousand ($1, 000) dollars.
The Indian service h ere is laboring under the disadvantage of occupying rented lands.
While this is the case, little can be done in making permanent improvements or improving
the condition of the Indians. The number of Indians in the southern portion of the State
makes it necessary that at an early day a large and permanent reservation should be established, and I think that the present location is as desirable as any 'that could be selected.
But to be valuable and advantageous to the service the title to the land should be in tb!l
government. The land now occupied, with adjoining public lands, is sufficient for the
wants and subsistence of all the Indians that will need to be colonized in the southern
portion of the State. The advantages of irrigation on the present location and adjoining
lands, which is so necessary in the south, makes it very desirable, and as this can be done
by the labor of the Indians, good crops are insured every year.
The lands at present leased of Thomas P. Madden comprise the south half of section
33, the south half of section 34, ~:;outh half of section 32, south half of northeast quarter
of section 32, south half of northwest quarter of section 33, south half of northeast quarter
of section 33, and south half of northwest quarter of section 34, all in township 21 south,
range 28 east, Mount Diablo meridian, containing twelve hundred and eighty acres. These
lands were located by him as school lands, in the land office at Visalia, in the years 1857 - '58,
under the laws of the State of California.
I am gratified in being able to report that the condition of the Indians on the different
reservations, except those at Hoopa. valley, so fa.r as subsistence is concerned, is sati::;factory. The arrival of the Indian good,; from New York, and their distribution to the
several agencies, is having a happy effect on the Indians, and is relieving to a great extent
their sufftlring for the want of 'clothing, of which a very limited supply has been furnished
for several years.
In this connexion .I desire to state my belief that blankets and other goods can be pur-chased in San Francisco, such as are required for the Indian service, at less cost than goods
of the same kind can ba delivered here purchased in New York. Mission Mills blankets,
of an excellent quality, suitable for Indians, and a5 good as should be purchased, are being
sold to the Indian department on this coast at five ($5) dollars per pair, coin. Blankets
for this superintendency cost in New York from fifteen to twenty-one and one-half dollars
in currency, and transportation to be added. I think when goods can be obtained here as
cheaply as they can be delivered from New York, they should be purchased here. The
kind w,mted can be more readily secured, the danger and delay of transportation avoided,
and the merchants and manufacturers of this coast benefited.
But little has been done in this State by the Indian department to improve the intellectual or moral condition of the Indians. I think there should be a change in this
respect. From observation made during my recent visits to the different reservations, I
am satisfied that by the establishment of schools on them and the employment of proper
and competent female teachers, much good can be accomplished in instructing the youth
of both sexes, teaching them in the English language to read, and the females to sew and
make the garments necessl-l.ry for family use. and training them to habits of cleanliness and
morality, in which they are sadly d~;ficient. I propose as far as possible in the Rpting to
establish schools, and would re11pectfully recommt)nd that an appropriation of two thous<tnd
dollars be made for the p.tyment of teachers, to be employed in this laudable effurt to im- .
prove their condition.
I enclose estimate of funds necessary for the Indian service in the California superin-
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tendency for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1867. The amount estimated for the purchase
of cattle, clothing, &c , is ten thousand dollars less than was appropriated for the present
fiscal year, and I think the service necessarily demands the amount as estimated. A considerable amount is wanted for the purcha~;e of stock, cattle, and hogs for the reservation,
which will place them in a condition to be self-sustaining. This is more particularly
necessary at Round valley, as it is expected that a large surplus of grain will be raised on
that reservation the incoming season, and to dispose of it to ad vantage to the Indian S ll'·
vice it should be converted into pork and beef, to do which it will be necessary to purchase
stock, cattle, and hogs.
·
It is expected that at Round valley next spring a large number of Indians will be added
to the number already there, and as they will be destitute of clothing, and those on the
reservations are but partially supplied this season, I think the amount to be expended for
clothing next season should not be less than the amount purchased this season, which was
twenty-seven thousand ($27, 000) dollars.
The amount estimated for the purchase of the saw and grist mills in Round valley is a
necessity for the reservation, and would be money well expended. The saw-mill would
furnish lumber for all the buildings needed on the reservation, with no expense to the governrnent, and would saye the price of the mills in two years. The grist-mill for the reser- ·
vation is equally needed.
·
All of which is respectfully submitted.
CHARLES MALTBY,
Superintendent of Indian Aff'airs, Gulifornia.

Ron.

WILJ.IAM HIGBY,

Member of Committee on Indian Affairs, Washington, D. G.
Estimate of funds necessary for the Indian service in the· California superintendency for the flscal year
ending June 30~ 1867.

For cattle, clothing, teams, and farming implements •••••••••• _ .••••..••••• $45)000 00
incidental expenses, including travelling expenses of superintendent and
agents .••••..••••.•••••..••••..••••••••••..•••••••.••.••.•.•••••
6,000 00
pay of superintendent of Indian affairs ______ ................ _ .••..•••
3,600 00
clerk for superintendent .•••••.••••••••••• _.••••• _ .•••••••••••
1,800 00
four Indian agents ....... _•..•••••.••••.•••••. __ • __ .• __ •• __ •
7,200 00
four physiciam;, four blacksmiths, four assistant blacksmiths, four
carpenters, and four farmers ............................... . 12,000 00
four teachers ... ~ • .' .••••..••••• ·---~- ....................... .
2,000 00
purchase of saw-mill and grist-mill at Round' valley ................... .
5,000 00
Total .••••••••••••••••••••• -·· ---·...............................

82,600 00

CHARLES MALTBY,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Gt.Jl~(ornia.

Report of W. Bryson: agent at Smith_River reservation, California.
SMITH RIVER INDIAN AGENCY,

Crescen(Gtty, California, November 22, 1865.

Sm: I have the honor to transmit herewith, as per your request wheri you and Superin. tendent Maltby were here last summer, a tabular statement showing the number of farms,
number of acres, improvements, and value thereof, located in Smith River valley, Del
Norte county, California, on the west side of the creek running through the valley, embracing the farms now occupied by the government for Indian purposes, known as Smith Rivl:!r
Indian reEervation, including also 2,000 acres of land located on the south side of Smith
river, known as the Scott ranch, which is very desirable property for the government to
include in this purchase, it being valuable as a stock farm, and much of it rich fertile
land, and highly susceptible of cultivation, if needed for that purpose. There are also some
300 or 4 lO Smith river Indians living on this land in comfortable houses, subsisting themselves without any expense to the government . . Nothing but the river' sepm.rates this land
from the present reservation.
'l'he accompanying statement embraces all the land which, in my opinion, is needed
for Indian purposes in this valley for the present, which will cost $56,500 in coin. or in
legal-tender notes at their current value in San Francisco at the time payment is made,
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the prices being fixed by the parties themselves. A portion of this land is rented for the
coming season at four and five dollars per acre, and the sooner bought the sooner rents will
stop. This property, in my opinion, is very cheap, and well adapted to all the purposes of
an Indian reserve, the soil being fertile of itself, and the outside facilities for Indian subsistence almost unsurpassed-there being wild fruits, fish, acorns, and cereals or wild
roots in abundance at almost all seasons of the year, which costs nothing, and constitutes
an important part of the Indians' living. And surely it is cheaper and more humane for
the government to buy this property, and give the Indians a permanent and comfortable
home, than to incur a greater expense by con tinning their former policy of driving t.hem
from place to place without the assurance of a home and comfort anywhere.
.
You will confer a great favor on me if you will step into the Department of the Interior,
and look up my accounts against the Indian department, as well as all other accounts due
from this agency. ~1uch of this indebtedness is for rent of land cultivated to subsist the
Indians two, three, and four years ago ; some for subsistence furnished about that time,
and some for salaries of employes. These accounts were all duly forwarded by late Superintendent E. Steele to the department at Washington, and I presume you will find them
all there on file · with all the certificates and explanations necessary to secure examination
·and payment; but- if on examination any further evidence of their justness is needed, you
will please advise me of the same.
I have just received and issued the Indian goods sent here from Washington. They were
very deficient in quantity and some in quality. I think if the whole lot had been sold at
auction on their arrival at Crescent City they would not have brought money enough to
pay the cost of transportation. I feel confident I could take the money they cost, and
buy nearly or quite twice the amount in California, at such times, and in such quantitieR
and qualities as are needed. Then why not send the money out, and let the agents make
their own purchases, since they can do it so much cheaper and better?
Respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM BRYt30N, Indian Agent.
Hon. WM. HIGBY, M. C., Washington City.
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The above statement shows the number of acres under actual cultivation at the present time, with their improvements, &c. In addition to this,
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